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(54) SELECTIVE LIGHTING FOR GRAPHICAL ELEMENTS OF A GAUGE

(57) A method, system, and devices for implementing a selectively lighted instrument cluster are disclosed herein.
The aspects employ a light mask layer (or collection of light mask layers) using a combination of light and dark materials
to provide individually lit graphical elements on a cover layer (i.e. applique layer) of a gauge provided by a display
assembly of a motor vehicle instrument cluster. The combination of light and dark layers selectively applied prevents
light leakage into other non-intended portions on the viewable surface of the cover layer.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Display assemblies provide information to a
viewer through various techniques. In certain traditional
implementations, the display assemblies were primarily
mechanical, and provided information via mechanical
gauges, pointers, and the like.
[0002] A common implementation of display assem-
blies is in vehicle instrument clusters The digital assem-
blies interact with a central processor, for example an
electronic control unit (ECU), receive information, and
provide an indication based on the received information.
The received information may be related to information
about the operation of the vehicle, for example, the
speed, fuel levels, revolutions-per-minute (RPM), or the
like.
[0003] As shown in Figure 1A, which illustrates a prior
art implementation of an instrument cluster 100a, an in-
strument cluster may include multiple gauges (for exam-
ple speed and tachometers), graphical elements 105 as-
sociated with a scale in which a pointer points to indicate
a sensed condition of the vehicle, and a variety of lighted
and digital information. Commonly, each graphical ele-
ment may be either a numerical symbol 106 or a graphical
symbols such as tick marks 107 (also called "hatch
marks") on a scale.
[0004] Figure 1B illustrates another implementation of
an instrument cluster 100b. Additionally provided in the
instrument cluster 100b is a ring 110 around the gauges.
The ring 110 may be lit by lighted guides (i.e. light pipes)
to provide secondary information. This prior art instru-
ment cluster 100b highlights an attempt by a manufac-
turer to provide additional information through lighted
guides to augment the already provided information to a
viewer of the instrument cluster.

SUMMARY

[0005] The following description relates to a display
assembly for use in an instrument cluster of a motor ve-
hicle, which provides selective lighting of individual
graphical elements associated with a scale of a gauge.
Additionally, methods are disclosed herein that provide
new combinations of providing information to a viewer of
the instrument cluster while a vehicle is in movement or
operating.
[0006] According to the invention, there is provided a
display assembly for a motor vehicle instrument cluster,
comprising:

at least one gauge, the or each gauge comprising a
cover layer, a pointer device rotatable around an ax-
is, the pointer extending from a centre of the gauge
to a portion of the gauge with a plurality of graphical
elements;
at least one light mask layer comprises a plurality of

light cells, each light cell corresponding with one of
the plurality of graphical elements; and
a set of light emitting diodes (LEDs), with each LED
corresponding individually to one of the plurality of
light cells and one of the plurality of graphical ele-
ments.

[0007] The at least one light mask layer includes a plu-
rality of light transmission cells, with each light transmis-
sion cell including an inner light reflective layer, an
opaque lower layer or substrate, and an opening to allow
light to propagate from one of the LEDs to a respective
graphical element.
[0008] In another example of the display assembly, the
display assembly comprises at least two light mask lay-
ers, wherein the plurality of graphical elements includes
numerical symbols and tick mark symbols, with one of
the at least two light mask layers corresponding to the
numerical symbols, and the other of the at least two light
mask layers corresponding to the tick mark symbols.
[0009] Each of the LEDs may be connected to an in-
dividual control circuit, with instructions to turn on the
individual control circuit being sourced from a microproc-
essor coupled to a vehicle.
[0010] The, or each, light mask layer is preferably sub-
stantially disc-shaped. The plurality of light cells is then
most advantageously arranged in an arcuate array of lat-
erally adjacent cells around a peripheral edge of the mask
layer. Each cell is optically isolated from an adjacent cell
by at an axially extending wall between adjacent cells,
this wall extending between a substantially planar com-
ponent on which the LEDs are mounted and an underside
of the cover layer.
[0011] There may be at least two of the light mask lay-
ers, including a radially inner light mask layer configured
to illuminate a radially inner portion of the cover layer and
a radially outer light mask layer configured to illuminate
a radially outer portion of the cover layer.
[0012] In one embodiment of the invention, a light pipe
ring is provided between the radially inner and radially
outer light mask layers, the light pipe ring comprising at
least one light inlet and for each light inlet a corresponding
light outlet located on or above the cover layer. Each light
inlet may be configured to receive light from a corre-
sponding one of the cells of either the radially inner light
mask layer or the radially outer light mask layer, whereby
in use the, or each, light outlet of the light pipe ring is lit
by a corresponding one of the LEDs.
[0013] In another example of the instrument cluster,
the plurality of graphical elements includes numerical
symbols and two types of tick mark symbols, the first type
being minor tick marks spaced closer together than the
second type which are major tick marks, with one of the
light mask layers corresponds to the numerical symbols,
and the other of the light mask layers corresponding to
each type of the tick mark symbols, respectively.
[0014] In another example of the instrument cluster,
the instrument cluster includes a second gauge, wherein
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the first gauge is employed as a speedometer, and the
second gauge is employed for a tachometer, which each
of the first gauge and the second gauge including respec-
tive light mask layers and a corresponding set of LEDs
separately provided from the light mask layers.
[0015] In another example of the instrument cluster,
the at least one light mask layer is ring shaped.
[0016] In another example of the instrument cluster,
the LEDs in each set of LEDs are each individually con-
trollable to provide at least two colours.
[0017] Also disclosed herein, is a light mask layer for
insertion into an instrument cluster, including a plurality
of light transmission cells; an outer layer of dark material
for each of the plurality of light cells; an inner layer of light
material for each of the plurality of light cells; and an
opening to allow light to be propagated through for each
of the plurality of light cells.
[0018] Also disclosed herein, is a method for imple-
menting selective lighting of graphical elements on a cov-
er layer of a gauge of a display assembly of an instrument
cluster of a motor vehicle, including receiving a present
reading from the vehicle; determining if a condition has
been triggered based on the present reading from the
vehicle; in response to the condition being triggered, se-
lectively turning on a subset of the set of light emitting
diodes (LEDs), so that light propagated from the selective
LEDs is only seen through corresponding graphical ele-
ments on a cover layer of the display assembly.
[0019] The condition may be related to a cruise control
selected amount. Numerical symbols or a specific tick
mark symbol may then be lighted based on a pointer of
the instrument cluster being at the selected cruise control
amount.
[0020] The lighted portions may indicate that a tachom-
eter pointer is an area non-optimal for a current gear set-
ting of the vehicle.
[0021] The graphical elements may be configured to
light up based on the pointer of a speedometer of the
instrument cluster indicating that the present speed is
over a received speed limit of the vehicle’s present loca-
tion.
[0022] The lighted portions may indicate a target ac-
celeration speed.
[0023] The lighted portions may indicate a target de-
acceleration speed.
[0024] Further objects, features and advantages of this
invention will become readily apparent to persons skilled
in the art after a review of the following description, with
reference to the drawings and claims that are appended
to and form a part of this specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] The invention will now be further described, by
way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figures 1A and 1B illustrate examples of display as-

semblies of a motor vehicle instrument cluster ac-
cording to a prior art implementation;

Figures 2A and 2B illustrate, respectively, a front per-
spective view and an exploded front perspective
view of a motor vehicle instrument cluster having two
display assemblies in a first preferred embodiment
of the invention;

Figure 3 is a front side exploded view of the instru-
ment cluster of Figure 2B, showing in more detail
how each display assembly comprises between a
front cover layer and a rear LED layer a number of
substantially planar light mask layers, which when
assembled within an outer retention ring, provide a
light mask plate;

Figure 4 illustrates a schematic sectional view
through a tick mark mask layer according to the ex-
emplary embodiment, in the direction of line IV of
Figure 5;

Figure 5 illustrates a top-view of the assembled light
mask plate according to an exemplary embodiment;

Figure 6 illustrates a system-level implementation of
the instrument cluster shown in Figure 2;

Figure 7 illustrates a method for implementing the
microprocessor shown in Figure 6; and

Figures 8A, 8B and 8C illustrate examples of imple-
mentations of the instrument clusters discussed
herein according to the exemplary embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0026] The invention is described more fully hereinaf-
ter with references to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these exemplary embodiments are provided so that this
disclosure is thorough, and will fully convey the scope of
the invention to those skilled in the art. It will be under-
stood that for the purposes of this disclosure, the term
"at least one of each" will be interpreted to mean any
combination the enumerated elements following the re-
spective language, including combination of multiples of
the enumerated elements. For example, the term "at least
one of X, Y, and Z" will be construed to mean X only, Y
only, Z only, or any combination of two or more items X,
Y, and Z (e.g. XYZ, XZ, YZ, X). Throughout the drawings
and the detailed description, unless otherwise described,
the same drawing reference numerals are understood to
refer to the same elements, features, and structures. The
relative size and depiction of these elements may be ex-
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aggerated for clarity, illustration, and convenience.
[0027] Providing information via an instrument cluster
through lighted and non-lighted techniques presents a
viewer of the instrument cluster with a more dynamic ex-
perience. Lighting of gauges in motor vehicle instrument
clusters is difficult due to size constraints, manufacturing
limitations, and light leakage. Light leakage is defined as
lighting being employed for a first portion of a gauge cover
layer, but leaking out and illuminating into non-intended
portions of a gauge cover layer.
[0028] As such, most implementers in providing selec-
tive lighting on an instrument cluster have pursued the
technique shown in Figure 1B, which involves placing
light guides out of the area associated with the graphical
elements 105.
[0029] Disclosed herein are devices, systems, and
methods for implementing selective lighting of graphical
elements provided on a cover layer of a gauge of a display
assembly for a motor vehicle instrument cluster. Employ-
ing the disclosed construction of a display assembly, var-
ious combinations of unique displays may be implement-
ed (as discussed in greater detail below).
[0030] Figures 2A and 2B illustrate the instrument clus-
ter 200 according to an exemplary embodiment, with Fig-
ure 2B illustrating an exploded view of the instrument
cluster 200. In this example, the instrument cluster has
two display assemblies, each assembly comprising a
main gauge. One of the main gauges 201 is a speedom-
eter, and the other 202 is a tachometer. The principles
of the invention are, of course, applicable to instrument
clusters having one display assembly or more than two
display assemblies, and may be applied to more than
one gauge in each assembly.
[0031] As shown in Figure 2B, the instrument cluster
200 comprises outer or forwardmost components 220
(i.e. the components directly facing the viewer), which
are similar to those used in most instrument clusters and
are not modified for the purposes of this invention. These
components comprise a front bezel 221 surrounding a
display opening 222 through which a user can view the
display, a protective clear sheet, conventionally called a
"lens" 223, through which the display is viewed, the lens
being held between the bezel and an inner frame member
224 that also surrounds the display opening 222.
[0032] Additionally, the instrument cluster 200 com-
prises a rearward electronics portion 290 that is structur-
ally conventional, but that is modified electronically for
the purposes of the invention in ways that are not visible
mechanically. A modified microprocessor 295 imple-
mented within or separate to but operatively connected
with the electronics portion 290 is provided to selectively
control lighting of areal portions of the display. This mi-
croprocessor 295 will be described in greater detail be-
low, and specifically in Figure 7.
[0033] Referring once again to Figure 2B, behind the
outer components 220 of the instrument cluster are sev-
eral substantially planar components 230, 240, 250, 260,
270, 280 that will be described in greater detail. Some of

these components are shown as two circular rings, one
for each circular gauge. These components are in the
form of rings to provide space for other display elements
within the rings. Other embodiments not shown may use
disc-like components or part ring-like (i.e. arcuate) com-
ponents, or other shapes based on the number and
shape of the or each gauge.
[0034] Rearward of the substantially planar compo-
nents 230, 240, 250, 260, 270, 280, and forwards of the
electronics portion 290, is a mounting plate 215 on which
the forward components of each display assembly are
held, within a corresponding retention ring 210 affixed to
the mounting plate 215. The retention ring 210 is sub-
stantially cylindrical and provides an outer circumferen-
tial wall for a light mask plate 500 (Figure 5) to be ex-
plained in more detail below.
[0035] In the embodiment shown in Figure 2B, each
display assembly has a forwardmost display portion that
is employed to provide graphical elements 205, which
comprise numerical symbols 206 and minor and major
tick mark symbols 207, 208. This display portion may be
referred to as the cover layer or applique layer and may
comprise at least one sheet on which are provided graph-
ical elements, and optionally also raised elements such
as, for example, raised tick marks.
[0036] In this example, there are two, separate appli-
que layers: a radially inner, sheet-like, applique layer pro-
vided by one of the substantially planar components 230
("numbering dial applique"), which are provided the nu-
merical symbols 206, and a radially outer, sheet-like, ap-
plique layer provided by another one of the substantially
planar components 260 ("small tick marks dial applique")
on which are provided the minor tick marks 207. The
major tick marks 208 are provided by another one of the
substantially planar components 250 ("raised tick marks
light pipe").
[0037] Together, the numbering dial applique 230 and
the small tick marks dial applique 260 provide a cover
layer for the gauge.
[0038] In general, a graphical element may be an open
aperture in the cover layer through which light is projected
outwards towards the viewer, but may alternatively be a
transparent (which term includes translucent) portion of
the cover layer through which light preferentially es-
capes, or an aperture in which is seated a transparent
feature. Such a transparent portion or feature is referred
to as a lens element. The graphical elements on the
gauge may therefore either be open or provided with a
lens element, to allow light selectively to go through the
cover layer when one or more of the LEDs on a substrate
layer 280 are lit. The substrate layer 280 may be a circuit
board.
[0039] This cover layer 230 has an opening for a point-
er 232 to rotate around an axis. The explanation of how
a pointer operates with a mechanical gauge based dis-
play assembly will be omitted, as such operation is
known.
[0040] Two of the planar components 240, 270 explain
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are mask layers provided in the construction of the in-
strument cluster 200. Each mask layer provides a plural-
ity of apertures or openings 24, 27, 28, each opening
extending through each mask layer between the sub-
strate layer 280 and the cover layer 230 and allowing
light to pass from one subset of one or more LEDs through
the mask layers 240, 270 towards only one areal portion
of the cover layer (a schematic drawing illustrating the
openings 24, 27, 28 is shown in Figure 4), and through
the specific areal portion in order to selectively illuminate
the graphical elements 205. As such, based on the LED
group situated on the substrate layer 280, the graphical
elements associated with each of the openings shown in
the masks is selectively lit.
[0041] One mask layer 240 ("numerical mask layer")
has a series of similar openings corresponding to the
numerical symbols 206 shown on the gauge. These
openings 24 are each in the form a channel with enclosed
sides 241. The other mask layer 270 ("tick mark mask
layer") has two types of openings, one type of which 27
is in the form of a channel with enclosed sides 271, each
channel corresponding to each of the minor or granular
tick marks 207, and the other type of which 28 is in the
form of a groove (i.e. a channel with one open side) each
one of which corresponds with the major, or coarse, tick
marks 208. The major tick marks 208 are interspersed
amongst the minor tick marks such that the major tick
marks demark every predefined number (for example,
every four marks) of minor tick marks 207.
[0042] Also shown in the construction of the instrument
cluster 200 is a ring-like component 250 ("major tick mark
ring"), formed in a transparent (which term includes trans-
lucent) material. This component has a main ring portion
251 around which is spaced a number of projections 252.
Each projection 252 extends radially outwards and also
forwards (towards the viewer). the outer surface of each
projection facing the viewer of the display is coated by
means of physical vapour deposition (PVD) to provide a
metallic appearance, whilst still allowing back-light illu-
mination to escape from the ring, which therefore acts
as a light pipe. The projections provide raised major tick
marks that jut out above the level of the surrounding minor
tick applique layer 260. Features such as this may, in
general, be used to provide graphical elements with
depth. The inclusion of the major tick mark ring 250 is
optional, and major tick marks may alternatively be pro-
vided by an applique layer in the same manner as the
minor tick marks, the difference being just in the size or
shape of the displayed graphical element.
[0043] The major tick mark ring 250, which is optional
in the context of the present invention, is provided be-
tween the numerical mark layer 240 and the tick mark
mask layer 270. The projections 252 each slot into a cor-
responding one of the axially extending grooves 28 on a
cylindrical inner surface 272 of the tick mark mask layer
270. Each groove extending fully through the axial thick-
ness of the tick mark mask layer, and each projection
252 is illuminated inside the groove 28 from underneath

by a corresponding LED. The material of the major tick
mark ring 250 therefore acts as a light pipe to individually
convey illumination from each of the corresponding LEDs
to the projections. Each projection also provides a lens
(i.e. a transparent or translucent window or feature) for
each one of the major tick marks 208.
[0044] The tick mark applique layer 260 is shaped to
extend around and beneath the projections 252, so that
the projections are features raised above the surrounding
area 260 of the cover layers 230, 260. These raised fea-
tures are individually illuminated by the corresponding
groove openings 28.
[0045] The substrate layer 280 is an electronic board
that situates each of the LEDs. There may be an LED
corresponding individually to each opening 24, 27, 28
through the mask layers 240, 270. As such, each LED
on the substrate layer 280 may be individually controlled
based on an operation of the vehicle, or a detection of
the operation of the vehicle translated to a specific illu-
mination pattern (the operation of which will be described
in greater detail below with Figure 6).
[0046] Figure 3 illustrates a side exploded-view of the
instrument cluster 200 according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. As shown in Figure 3, each of the mask layers
240, 270 form a ring shape, and when assembled togeth-
er provide a composite ring-shaped layer disposed within
the construction of the instrument cluster 200.
[0047] Figure 4 illustrates schematically a sectional
view through part of the tick mark mask layer 270 along
line "IV" indicated in Figure 5, which shows a top-view of
the substantially planar components 240, 250, 270, 280
when assembled together. The view of Figure 5 omits
the two applique layers 230, 260 in order to show low
light reaches the applique layers from beneath. The cross
section view of Figure 4 includes the two applique layers
230, 260, which sit directly on top of the corresponding
mask layers 240, 270. Although a cross section is not
shown through the numerical mask layer 240, this uses
the same principles as the tick mark mask layer 270.
[0048] Each opening 24, 27, 28 surrounds an individ-
ually lit light transmission cell, (also referred to as a light
box) 440. Each light transmission cell 440 includes at
least one axially extending wall 430 with an adjacent cell
440 formed in an opaque material to prevent light trans-
mission between adjacent cells. An inner layer 411 of the
light transmission cell 440 is painted with a light reflective
(which term, in this specification, includes diffuse light
reflection, or scattering) material 440, for example a
white, diffuse reflecting paint. Also provided on a lower
side of each mask layer is a light inlet 444, 447, 448 to
each opening 24, 27, 28 to allow light from each individual
LED to shine through the mask layers 240, 260, 270. In
this example, each LED extends upwards towards a cor-
responding inlet opening 444, 447, 448 when the mask
layers and LED board 280 are assembled against the
mounting plate 215.
[0049] Conventional light boxes typically provide area
back-illumination over a broad non-selective area of a
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back-lit display. Because these provide broad area illu-
mination, light leakage is not a significant and so these
merely employ materials that are reflective or white. By
employing the combination of dark substrate material
with a reflective surface coating, as shown, the reflectivity
of each light cell 440 is increased, while decreasing light
leakage to other adjacent light cells 440.
[0050] As shown in Figure 5, each of the mask layers
240, 260 and 270 may be provided as a stand-alone ring-
like or annular component, separate from the others (or
a combination of two or more annular components de-
pending on the number of gauges implemented), and
does not require other components in order to direct light
from each LED to the cover layer 230.
[0051] The light cells 440 of each mask layer 240, 260,
270 are arranged in a side-by-side array, extending along
a line or curve that matches the arrangement of the
graphical elements on the cover layer. In this example,
this is an arcuate shape. As shown in Figure 5, the mask
layer 240 for the numerical symbols 206 is nested within
the two mask layers 260, 270 for the tick mark elements
207, 208, which are in turn held within the retention ring
210. The ring-like component 250 providing the raised
major tick mark elements 251 sits on top of the assembled
mask layer 240, 260, 270 and retention ring 210.
[0052] Figure 6 is a block schematic circuit diagram
showing how a microprocessor 295 is used to control the
operation of the LEDs. Each of the layers is associated
with a specific set of LEDs 281, 282, and 283 (each cor-
responding to the layers 240, 260, and 270 shown
above). A first set 281 is used to illuminate the numerical
symbols 206, a second set 282 is used to illuminate the
minor tick marks 207, and a third set 283 is used to illu-
minate the major tick marks 208.
[0053] While three layers and three sets of LEDs 281,
282, 283 are shown for exemplary purposes, the number
may be varied according to the aspects disclosed herein.
[0054] The microprocessor 295 may be situated any-
where in the cabin portion of layers 290 shown in Figures
2B and 3, or alternatively, may be situated outside and
electrically connected to the various sets of LEDs.
[0055] The sets of LEDs 281, 282, 283 are each com-
posed of subsets of LEDs, referred to hereinafter as "LED
groups". Each LED group comprises at least one LED.
The LED groups of each set are arranged in an arc-
shaped cluster and with each LED group individually con-
trollable by the microprocessor 295 via an illumination
control generation circuit 297. The illumination control
generation circuit 297 is a collection of switches config-
ured to control individually each of subsets of LEDs within
each of the LED groups. For example, the illumination
control generation circuit 297 may receive a command
to switch on a specific subset or subsets of LEDs (LED
set X), and accordingly, creates an electrical connection
from a power source individually to the specific LED set X.
[0056] The first set of LEDs 281 corresponds to layer
240, and is turned on when it is desired to illuminate one
or more of the numerical symbols. The second set of

LEDs 282 corresponds to layer 260, and turns on when
one or more of the first level, or minor, tick marks 207
are to be turned on, and similarly, the third set of LEDs
283 corresponds to layer 270, and turns on when one or
more of the second level, or major, of tick marks 208 are
to be turned on.
[0057] The individual LEDs used in any of the LED sets
281, 282, 283 may be a single colour, or alternatively be
LEDs capable of providing multiple colours, such as red,
green and blue.
[0058] In this example, in each of the two side-by-side
display assemblies, the LED sets 281, 282, 283 are
mounted in two concentric, arcuate bands on the ring-
shaped substrate or circuit board 290. An inner band 284
has one LED for each one of the numerical symbols 206
on the cover layer 230, and an outer band 285 has one
LED for each one of the minor and major ticks 207, 208
on the cover layer 230. The second and third LED sets
281, 282 are therefore interleaved in the outer band of
LEDs.
[0059] The microprocessor 295 is configured with clus-
ter logic 296, an implementation of which is shown in
Figure 7. Figure 7 illustrates a method 700 for implement-
ing the cluster logic 296 according to an exemplary em-
bodiment described herein.
[0060] In operation, a present reading of a vehicle op-
erating parameter is received 710. The present reading
may be received from vehicle data, for example vehicle
sensor data 600 from a vehicle operating condition sen-
sor (not illustrated), and meant to be displayed via the
instrument cluster 200 via a digital display or an analog
display implemented with one of the gauges.
[0061] The present reading may be associated with
the speed of the vehicle, a tachometer reading of the
engine speed, or other vehicle operating parameter.
[0062] In operation, a determination is made 720 by
the microprocessor 295 as to whether a condition is trig-
gered. Various conditions may be implemented, with the
various conditions listed herein being provided individu-
ally or collectively. Figures 8A, 8B and 8C illustrate var-
ious example use cases of this determination implement-
ed with the instrument cluster 200.
[0063] In the most basic case, a determination of where
the gauge pointer 232 is relative to the numerical symbols
(layer 240), small ticks (layer 260), or larger ticks (270)
may instigate a number or group of cluster LEDs 281,
282, 283 to light up. Once the number of LEDs is retrieved
(operation 730), the individual LEDs are lit up 740. After
this, the method 700 may return to the first operation 710
to iteratively perform the method 700.
[0064] In the example above, the number of LEDs
turned on may be a predefined number around the
present location of the pointer, with the predefined
number being less than the total number of LEDs avail-
able. The end result is that when each of the LEDs is
turned on, light propagates through the corresponding
aligned opening 24, 26 towards the cover layer 230 to
illuminate the corresponding graphical element to
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present lighted information to the viewer.
[0065] Other conditions associated with the determi-
nation of whether the condition has been triggered 720
may include any of the following:

1) speed limitation based on a detected or provided
speed limits;
2) a notification of a gear shift;
3) an indication of a set cruise control position;
4) a detection of automatic start/stop status;
5) an indication of ECO driving/consumption;
6) an indication of the vehicle being in sports mode;
7) if the vehicle is in an autonomous mode, indicating
future speeds associated with autonomous driving
(i.e., show which speeds the vehicle is accelerating
to or braking to); and
8) using a forward detecting camera or other detect-
ing device to detect the vehicle in front or around
you, and presenting said information as a colour.

[0066] Figures 8A, 8B and 8C illustrate example im-
plementations of the aspects disclosed herein with three
views of different types of instrument cluster 800a, 800b,
800c, in three different operational states. The instrument
clusters 800a, 800b, 800c each include a speedometer
810a, 810b, 800c and a tachometer 820a, 820b, 820c
that employ a mechanical instrument cluster components
similar to those shown in Figures 2A, 2B, and 3.
[0067] In Figure 8A, the speedometer 810a has a point-
er at a speed of approximately 70 km per hour (km/h).
Additionally, the tick mark at 70 km/h is lighted green to
indicate a set cruise control speed. The pointer is there-
fore at for the indicated cruise control speed.
[0068] The tachometer 820a also displays an annular
band of green, extending from zero up to the tick mark
below the current indicated engine speed, showing that
the RPM is in an optimal zone. The colour may change
to either yellow (indicating that the RPM value is ap-
proaching a non-optimal zone), or red (a danger zone) if
the engine speed increases sufficiently high.
[0069] This is highlighted in Figure 8B. A shown, the
speedometer 810b pointer is indicating a speed value in
excess of the green zone as depicted in Figure 8A, and
as such, the tick mark LEDs are lighted indicating that a
value over the set cruise control speed is currently being
realized. Similarly, the tachometer 820b indicates red se-
lectively on tick marks from 0 to 7, indicating that the
engine is currently at an engine speed above the optimal
range.
[0070] In the above two implementations, the arcuate
bands are generated using the same principles as de-
scribed above. Light masks with adjacent, optically iso-
lated cells and individually controllable LEDs, such as
those described above, are provided beneath portions
of the display to be individually lit.
[0071] Figure 8C illustrates another implementation,
which uses the arrangement of LEDs 284, 285, light mask
layers 240, 270, major tick mark ring 250 and inner 230

and outer 260 applique layers described above. As
shown, the vehicle speed is above an indicated speed
limit of 100 km/h. Speed numerical values between the
indicated speed limit and the actual vehicle speed are
illuminated red to indicate this vehicle overspeed on the
speedometer 810c. Additionally, the engine speed nu-
merical values on the tachometer 820c between a lower
safe engine speed (5,000 RPM, in this example) up to
the actual engine speed (7,000 RPM, in this example)
are illuminated yellow to indicate this engine overspeed.
This may serve as an indication that a shifting point is
necessitated or optimally entered into (via a gear shifting
mechanism).
[0072] As a person skilled in the art will readily appre-
ciate, the above description is meant as an illustration of
implementation of the principles of this invention. This
description is not intended to limit the scope or application
of this invention in that the invention is susceptible to
modification, variation and change, without departing
from the scope of this invention, as defined in the follow-
ing claims.

Claims

1. A display assembly for a motor vehicle instrument
cluster, comprising:

at least one gauge, the or each gauge compris-
ing a cover layer, a pointer device rotatable
around an axis, the pointer extending from a
centre of the gauge to a portion of the gauge
with a plurality of graphical elements;
at least one light mask layer comprises a plural-
ity of light cells, each light cell corresponding
with one of the plurality of graphical elements;
and
a set of light emitting diodes (LEDs), with each
LED corresponding individually to one of the plu-
rality of light cells and one of the plurality of
graphical elements.

2. The display assembly according to claim 1, in which
each light cell comprises an axially extending open
light channel with at least one light reflective inner
wall surface to allow light to propagate from one of
the LEDs to a respective one of the graphical ele-
ments.

3. The display assembly according to claim 1 or claim
2, further comprising at least two light mask layers,
in which the plurality of graphical elements includes
numerical symbols and tick mark symbols, with one
of the at least two light mask layers corresponding
to the numerical symbols, and the other of the at
least two light mask layers corresponding to the tick
mark symbols.
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4. The instrument cluster according to any preceding
claim, in which said light mask layer is substantially
disc-shaped, and the plurality of light cells is ar-
ranged in an arcuate array of laterally adjacent cells
around a peripheral edge of said mask layer, each
cell being optically isolated from an adjacent cell by
at an axially extending wall between said adjacent
cells, said wall extending between a substantially
planar component on which said LEDs are mounted
and an underside of said cover layer.

5. The instrument cluster according to any preceding
claim, in which there are at least two of said light
mask layers, including a radially inner light mask lay-
er configured to illuminate a radially inner portion of
said cover layer and a radially outer light mask layer
configured to illuminate a radially outer portion of
said cover layer.

6. The instrument cluster according to claim 5, in which
a light pipe ring is provided between the radially inner
and radially outer light mask layers, the light pipe
ring comprising at least one light inlet and for each
light inlet a corresponding light outlet located on or
above said cover layer, and each light inlet is con-
figured to receive light from a corresponding one of
said cells of either the radially inner light mask layer
or the radially outer light mask layer, whereby in use
the, or each, light outlet of the light pipe ring is lit by
a corresponding one of said LEDs.

7. The display assembly according to any preceding
claim, in which the plurality of graphical elements
includes numerical symbols and two types of tick
mark symbols, a first one of said types being spaced
closer together than a second one of said types, with
one of the light mask layers corresponding to the
numerical symbols, and the other light mask layer
comprising cells corresponding to each type of the
tick mark symbols, respectively.

8. The display assembly according to any preceding
claim, in which the at least one light mask layer is
ring shaped.

9. The display assembly according to any preceding
claim, in which the cluster of LEDs is each individu-
ally lighted with at least two colours.

10. A light mask layer for insertion into a display assem-
bly, comprising: a plurality of light cells; an outer layer
of dark material for each of the plurality of light cells;
an inner layer of light material for each of the plurality
of light celles; and an opening to allow light to be
propagated through for each of the plurality of light
cells.

11. The light mask layer according to claim 10, in which

the light mask layer is ring shaped.

12. The light mask layer according to claim 11, in which
the openings each correspond with graphical ele-
ments of an instrument cluster.

13. The light mask layer according to claim 12, in which
the graphical elements comprise numerical symbols
and/or tick mark symbols.

14. A method for implementing selective lighting of
graphical elements for an instrument cluster, com-
prising: receiving a present reading from a vehicle;
determining if a condition has been triggered based
on the present reading from the vehicle; in response
to the condition being triggered, selectively turning
on a subset of a cluster of light emitting diodes
(LEDs), so that light propagated from the selective
LEDs is only seen through corresponding graphical
elements on a cover layer of the instrument cluster.
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