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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR SIGNAL TRANSMISSION

(57) A signal transmission method and a device are
disclosed. The method includes: transmitting, by a com-
munications device, a signal based on a predefined
transmission pattern. The transmission pattern defines
that a non-first downlink timing boundary in a downlink
time domain unit is later than or earlier than a first down-
link timing boundary is defined, or that an uplink timing
boundary in an uplink time domain unit is earlier than or
later than the first downlink timing boundary. In this way,
symbols between different cells can be located at a same
location in time domain, thereby facilitating cancellation
of uplink-downlink interference between the cells.
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Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Patent Application No. 201610878977.2, filed with the Chinese Patent
Office on September 30, 2016 and entitled "SIGNAL TRANSMISSION METHOD AND DEVICE", which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] Embodiments of the present invention relate to the field of wireless communications technologies, and in
particular, to a signal transmission method and a device.

BACKGROUND

[0003] A dynamic time division duplex (English full name: Dynamic Time Division Duplex, D-TDD for short) technology
is to rapidly switch uplink-downlink D-TDD subframes based on uplink-downlink traffic load in a network, to adapt to a
specific service demand in the network. Therefore, a throughput of uplink-downlink services in the network can be
increased by using the D-TDD technology. Because intra-frequency cross interference exists between neighboring cells
in D-TDD, as shown in FIG. 1-1, downlink transmission of an intra-frequency network side device in a neighboring cell
causes interference to uplink receiving of a network side device in a local cell, and uplink transmission of user equipment
in the neighboring cell causes interference to downlink receiving of the user equipment in the local cell. The cross
interference severely affects system performance, and also limits gains brought by the D-TDD.
[0004] In a discussion for a New Radio (English full name: New Radio, NR for short) standard in the 3rd Generation
Partnership Project (English full name: 3rd Generation Partnership Project, 3GPP for short), independent uplink-downlink
subframes tend to be defined, and a time domain unit structure "including both uplink and downlink" can be implemented
by using timing. According to such a definition, there are totally four possible time domain unit structures: a downlink-
only time domain unit structure, an uplink-only time domain unit structure, a partial-downlink time domain unit structure,
and a partial-uplink time domain unit structure. However, as shown in FIG. 1-2, because downlink-to-uplink switching
delays are at different time domain locations in different time domain unit structures, symbols for cells using different
time domain unit structures are not aligned in time domain. Consequently, it is inconvenient to cancel cross interference
between network side devices and user equipments in a D-TDD scenario.

SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of the present invention provide a signal transmission method and a device, to resolve a prior-
art problem of transmission interference caused by misalignment of symbols between cells in time domain.
[0006] A first aspect provides a signal transmission method. In the method, a transmission pattern is predefined. When
transmitting a signal, each communications device in a cell needs to follow a transmission rule (including transmitting
an uplink signal and a downlink signal) indicated by the transmission pattern. When each communications device needs
to transmit a signal, the communications device transmits the signal based on the predefined transmission pattern.
Transmitting the signal includes sending and/or receiving the signal. For a terminal device, transmitting a downlink signal
is receive timing, and transmitting an uplink signal is transmit timing.
[0007] The transmission pattern in this embodiment of the present invention may include a downlink time domain unit
and/or an uplink time domain unit. The downlink time domain unit includes N1 downlink time domain regions, and each
downlink time domain region has a downlink timing boundary, where N1 ≥ 2. The uplink time domain unit includes N2
uplink time domain regions, and each uplink time domain region has an uplink timing boundary, where N2 ≥ 2. The
transmission pattern defined in this embodiment of the present invention satisfies at least one of the following:
[0008] A definition of the downlink timing boundary is: a timing boundary of an ith downlink time domain region in the
downlink time domain unit is later than a first downlink timing boundary, where i is a positive integer greater than 1 and
less than or equal to N1. The first downlink timing boundary is the first downlink timing boundary in the downlink time
domain unit in time domain. That an ith downlink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary is that
at least one downlink timing boundary other than the first downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit
may be defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary. A specific timing quantity of downlink timing boundaries
defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment of the present invention. In
addition, the first downlink timing boundary in this embodiment of the present invention is the same as a timing boundary
in the entire downlink time domain unit.
[0009] Alternatively, another definition of the downlink timing boundary is: a downlink timing boundary of a jth time
domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier than a first downlink timing boundary, where j is a positive
integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1. That a jth downlink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink
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timing boundary is that at least one downlink timing boundary other than the first downlink timing boundary in the downlink
time domain unit may be defined to be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary. A specific timing quantity of
downlink timing boundaries defined to be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment
of the present invention.
[0010] Alternatively, a definition of the uplink timing boundary is: a timing boundary of a kth uplink time domain region
in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than a first downlink timing boundary, where k is a positive integer greater than
or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N2. That a kth uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing
boundary is that at least one uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit may be defined to be earlier than the
first downlink timing boundary. A specific timing quantity of uplink timing boundaries defined to be earlier than the first
downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0011] Alternatively, another definition of the uplink timing boundary is: an uplink timing boundary of an mth time domain
region in the uplink time domain unit is later than a first downlink timing boundary, where m is a positive integer greater
than 1 and less than or equal to N2. That an mth uplink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary
is that at least one uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit may be defined to be later than the first downlink
timing boundary. A specific timing quantity of uplink timing boundaries defined to be later than the first downlink timing
boundary is not limited in this embodiment of the present invention either.
[0012] A downlink timing boundary of the xth downlink region is stipulated as follows: receive timing of a symbol having
an index number p in the xth downlink time domain region is xth downlink timing boundary + p∗Tsymbol, where Tsymbol is
a length occupied by a symbol in time domain, and x is i or j.
[0013] An uplink timing boundary of the yth uplink region is stipulated as follows: transmit timing of a symbol having
an index number p in the yth uplink time domain region is yth downlink timing boundary + p∗Tsymbol, where y is k or m,
p is any positive integer from 0 to t-1, t is a total quantity of symbols included in a time domain unit, and an index number
of a symbol starts from 0 and is arranged in ascending order of time domain.
[0014] In actual application, in addition to the timing separately defined for the uplink timing boundary and the downlink
timing boundary that are described in the foregoing content, there may be other combinations. For example, when the
downlink timing boundary is defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary, the uplink timing boundary may
be further defined to be later than or earlier than the first downlink timing boundary; or when the downlink timing boundary
is defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary, the uplink timing boundary may be further defined to be
later than or earlier than the first downlink timing boundary. In comparison with an existing mechanism, in this embodiment
of the present invention, timing adjustment is performed on the existing uplink and/or downlink timing boundary, or a
new uplink or downlink timing boundary or both are defined. The communications device transmits the signal by using
the transmission pattern defined in this embodiment of the present invention, reducing symbol misalignment, and reducing
interference caused by the symbol misalignment correspondingly. This facilitates cancellation of cross interference
between communications devices. In addition, a timing definition combination manner that is specifically used is not
limited in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0015] It should be noted that, when the timing boundary of the ith downlink time domain region is defined to be later
than the first downlink timing boundary, and if the downlink timing boundary of the jth time domain region is defined to
be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary, i ≠ j needs to be satisfied. Likewise, when the timing boundary of the
kth uplink time domain region is defined to be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary, and if the uplink timing
boundary of the mth time domain region is defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary, k ≠ m needs to be
satisfied.
[0016] The following separately defines timing of the uplink timing boundary and the downlink timing boundary.

1. Timing is defined for the uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit:

A1. For example, when k = 2, timing is defined for an uplink timing boundary of a second uplink time domain
region in the uplink time domain unit. The uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region may
be referred to as a second uplink timing boundary for short, and an uplink timing boundary of another uplink
time domain region and a downlink timing boundary of a downlink time domain region are defined in a similar
manner. Details are not described. The second uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing

boundary by duration  where  is duration by which the sending timing boundary

in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary.

  is an offset between the second uplink timing boundary and a first uplink timing boundary, and 

is a predefined first fixed value or any value in a predefined first set.
When the communications device sends a transmission signal based on the second uplink timing boundary, a
quantity of elements in the first set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second uplink time domain
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region, and the second uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second uplink
timing boundary.
B1. For example, when k = 3, timing is defined for an uplink timing boundary of a third uplink time domain region
in the uplink time domain unit, and a third uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary

by duration  where

  is an offset of the third uplink timing boundary relative to the first uplink timing boundary.

  is a predefined second fixed value or any value in a predefined second set.

When a symbol is sent based on the third uplink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the second set is
related to a quantity of symbols included in the third uplink time domain region, and the third uplink time domain
region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third uplink timing boundary.
A new third uplink timing boundary is defined, so that a symbol sent based on the third uplink timing boundary
is aligned with a symbol that is received based on a downlink timing boundary and that has mutual interference
with the symbol sent based on the third uplink timing boundary, when both the symbols are received at a network
side. This facilitates interference cancellation.

2. Timing is defined for the downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit:

A2. For example, when i = 2, timing is defined for a downlink timing boundary of a second downlink time domain
region in the downlink time domain unit, and a second downlink timing boundary is later than the first downlink

timing boundary by duration    where

  is a predefined third fixed value or any value in a predefined third set.

When a symbol is received based on the second downlink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the third
set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second downlink time domain region, and the second
downlink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second uplink timing boundary. New
receive timing of the second downlink time domain region is defined, so that a symbol in the second downlink
time domain region is aligned with a symbol that is in an uplink time domain region and that has mutual interference
with the symbol in the second downlink time domain region, when both the symbols are received at a network
side. This facilitates interference cancellation.
B2. When i = 3, timing is defined for a downlink timing boundary of a third downlink time domain region in the
downlink time domain unit, and a third downlink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary

by duration    where

  is a predefined fourth fixed value or any value in a predefined fourth set.

When a symbol is received based on the second downlink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the fourth
set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the third downlink time domain region, and the third downlink
time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third downlink timing boundary.
A new third downlink timing boundary is defined, so that a symbol received based on the third downlink timing
boundary is aligned with a symbol that is sent in an uplink time domain region and that has mutual interference
with the symbol received based on the third downlink timing boundary, when both the symbols are received at
the network side. This facilitates interference cancellation.

3. Timing is defined for the uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit:

A3. For example, when m = 2, timing is defined for an uplink timing boundary of a second uplink time domain
region in the uplink time domain unit, and a second uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink

timing boundary by duration  where  is a predefined first fixed value or any value in a

predefined fifth set. When a symbol is sent based on the second uplink timing boundary, a quantity of elements
in the fifth set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second uplink time domain region, and the
second uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second uplink timing boundary.

B3. When m = 3, timing is defined for an uplink timing boundary of a third uplink time domain region in the uplink
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time domain unit, and a third uplink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

 where

  is duration by which the first uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary,

 is an offset of the uplink timing boundary of the third uplink time domain region relative to the first uplink

timing boundary, and  is a predefined sixth fixed value or any value in a predefined sixth set.

When a symbol is sent based on the third uplink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the sixth set is
related to a quantity of symbols included in the third uplink time domain region, and the third uplink time domain
region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third uplink timing boundary.
A new second uplink timing boundary is defined, so that a symbol sent based on the second uplink timing
boundary is aligned with a symbol that is received based on a downlink timing boundary and that has mutual
interference with the symbol sent based on the second uplink timing boundary, when both the symbols are
received at a network side. This facilitates interference cancellation.

4. Timing is defined for the downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit:

A4. For example, when j = 2, timing is defined for a downlink timing boundary of a second downlink time domain
region in the downlink time domain unit, and a second downlink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink

timing boundary by duration    where

  is a predefined seventh fixed value or any value in a predefined seventh set.

When a symbol is received based on the second downlink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the seventh
set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second downlink time domain region, and the second
downlink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second downlink timing boundary. A
new second downlink timing boundary is defined, so that a symbol received based on the second downlink
timing boundary is aligned with a symbol that is sent based on an uplink timing boundary and that has mutual
interference with the symbol received based on the second downlink timing boundary, when both the symbols
are received at a network side. This facilitates interference cancellation.
B4. When j = 3, timing is defined for a downlink timing boundary of a third downlink time domain region in the
downlink time domain unit, and a third downlink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary

by duration    where

  is a predefined eighth fixed value or any value in a predefined eighth set.

[0017] When a symbol is received based on the third downlink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the eighth
set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the third downlink time domain region, and the third downlink time
domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third downlink timing boundary. A new third downlink timing
boundary is defined, so that a symbol received based on the third downlink timing boundary is aligned with a symbol
that is sent based on an uplink timing boundary and that has mutual interference with the symbol received based on the
third downlink timing boundary, when both the symbols are received at the network side. This facilitates interference
cancellation.
[0018] A second aspect of the embodiments of the present invention provides a communications device, having a
function of implementing the signal transmission method provided in the first aspect. The function may be implemented
by hardware, or may be implemented by hardware by executing corresponding software. The hardware or the software
includes one or more modules corresponding to the foregoing function. The module may be software and/or hardware.
[0019] In a possible design, the communications device includes:

a processing unit, configured to determine a preset transmission pattern; and
a transceiver unit, configured to transmit a signal based on the transmission pattern determined by the processing unit.

[0020] The transmission pattern includes a downlink time domain unit and/or an uplink time domain unit. The downlink
time domain unit includes N1 downlink time domain regions, and each downlink time domain region has a downlink
timing boundary; and the uplink time domain unit includes N2 uplink time domain regions, and each uplink time domain
region has an uplink timing boundary, where N1 ≥ 2, and N2 ≥ 2. The transmission pattern satisfies at least one of the
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following:

a downlink timing boundary of an ith downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is later than a
first downlink timing boundary, where i is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
a downlink timing boundary of a jth downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier than a
first downlink timing boundary, where j is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
an uplink timing boundary of a kth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than a first
downlink timing boundary, where k is a positive integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N2; or
an uplink timing boundary of an mth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is later than a first
downlink timing boundary, where m is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N2.

[0021] A downlink timing boundary of the xth downlink region is stipulated as follows: receive timing of a symbol having
an index number p in the xth downlink time domain region is xth downlink timing boundary + p∗Tsymbol, where Tsymbol is
a length occupied by a symbol in time domain, and x is i or j.
[0022] An uplink timing boundary of the yth uplink region is stipulated as follows: transmit timing of a symbol having
an index number p in the yth uplink time domain region is yth downlink timing boundary + p∗Tsymbol, where y is k or m,
p is any positive integer from 0 to t-1, t is a total quantity of symbols included in a time domain unit, and an index number
of a symbol starts from 0 and is arranged in ascending order of time domain.
[0023] In a possible design, the communications device includes:
a processor, a transceiver, and a memory that are interconnected.
[0024] The memory is configured to store program code, and the processor is configured to invoke the program code
in the memory to perform the technology described in the first aspect. For example, the processor controls the transceiver
to send and receive a signal, and completes a step performed by the communications device in the foregoing method.
Alternatively, the transceiver may be replaced with a receiver and a transmitter. The receiver and the transmitter may
be a same physical entity or different physical entities. When being the same physical entity, the receiver and the
transmitter may be referred to as a transceiver. The memory may be integrated in the processor, or may be disposed
independent of the processor.
[0025] In a possible design, the communications device may include one or more processors and communications
units. The one or more processors are configured to support the communications device in performing the corresponding
function in the foregoing method. The communications unit is configured to support the communications device in
communicating with another device, to implement receiving and/or sending functions.
[0026] Optionally, the communications device may further include one or more memories. The memory is configured
to: be coupled to the processor, and store a program instruction and data that are required by the communications
device. The one or more memories may be integrated with the processor, or may be disposed independent of the
processor. This is not limited in this application.
[0027] The communications device may be a base station, a transmission point (transmission point, TP, or transmitting
and receiving point, TRP), or the like. The communications unit may be a transceiver or a transceiver circuit.
[0028] Alternatively, the communications device may be a communications chip, and may be disposed in the base
station or the transmission point TRP. The communications unit may be an input/output circuit or interface of the com-
munications chip.
[0029] The communications device may be an intelligent terminal, a wearable device, or the like. The communications
unit may be a transceiver or a transceiver circuit.
[0030] Alternatively, the communications device may be a communications chip, and may be disposed in user equip-
ment. The communications unit may be an input/output circuit or interface of the communications chip.
[0031] In comparison with the prior art, in the technical solutions provided in the embodiments of the present invention,
the communications device transmits the signal by using the predefined transmission pattern. In the transmission pattern,
that a non-first downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit is later than or earlier than the first downlink
timing boundary is defined, and that any uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit is later than or earlier than
the first downlink timing boundary is defined. In this way, if the communications device transmits the signal by using the
transmission pattern, symbols between different cells can be located at a same location in time domain, and therefore
uplink-downlink interference between the cells is effectively canceled.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0032]

FIG. 1-1 is a schematic diagram of interference between cells in the prior art;
FIG. 1-2 is a schematic diagram of a sub frame structure in the prior art;
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FIG. 2-1 is a structure of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2-2 is another structure of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2-3 is a structure of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2-4 is another structure of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is another structure of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 5-1 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 5-2 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 5-3 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 5-4 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 5-5 is another schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 6-1 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing advancement is defined for an uplink
time domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6-2 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing advancement is defined for an uplink
time domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6-3 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing advancement is defined for an uplink
time domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7-1 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing delay is defined for an uplink time
domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7-2 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing delay is defined for an uplink time
domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7-3 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing delay is defined for an uplink time
domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7-4 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing delay is defined for an uplink time
domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8-1 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing advancement is defined for a downlink
time domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8-2 is a schematic structural diagram of a time domain unit after timing advancement is defined for a downlink
time domain region according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of a communications device according to an embodiment of the present
invention; and
FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of a physical apparatus for performing a signal transmission method
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0033] The following clearly and completely describes the technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the accompanying drawings in the embodiments of the present invention. Apparently, the
described embodiments are some rather than all of the embodiments of the present invention. All other embodiments
obtained by a person skilled in the art based on the embodiments of the present invention without creative efforts shall
fall within the protection scope of the embodiments of the present invention.
[0034] In the specification, claims, and accompanying drawings in the embodiments of the present invention, the terms
"first", "second", and so on are intended to distinguish between similar objects but do not necessarily indicate a specific
order or sequence. It should be understood that the data used in such a way is interchangeable in proper circumstances
so that the embodiments described herein can be implemented in other orders than the order illustrated or described
herein. In addition, the terms "include" and "have" and any other variants thereof are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion. For example, a process, a method, a system, a product, or a device that includes a series of steps or modules
is not necessarily limited to the steps or modules that are expressly listed, but may include another step or module not
expressly listed or inherent to the process, the method, the product, or the device. The module division in this specification
is merely logical division, and there may be other division during implementation in actual application. For example, a
plurality of modules may be combined or integrated into another system, or some features may be ignored or not
performed. In addition, the displayed or discussed mutual couplings or direct couplings or communications connections
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may be implemented through some interfaces. The indirect couplings or communications connections between the
modules may be implemented in electronic or another form, and this is not limited in this specification. In addition,
modules or sub-modules described as separate components may be or may not be physically separated, or may be or
may not be physical modules, or may be distributed into a plurality of circuit modules. Objectives of the solutions of the
embodiments of the present invention may be achieved by selecting some or all of the modules according to actual
requirements.
[0035] The embodiments of the present invention provide a signal transmission method and a device that are applied
to the field of wireless communications technologies.
[0036] A time domain unit in the embodiments of the present invention mainly includes the following four structures:
an uplink-only time domain structure, a downlink-only time domain structure, a partial-uplink time domain structure, and
a partial-downlink time domain structure. The time domain unit may be referred to as a subframe, a timeslot, or the like,
and may be used to indicate a time domain resource.
[0037] To resolve the foregoing technical problems, the embodiments of the present invention mainly provide the
following technical solutions:
[0038] A preset transmission pattern is defined, to define delay or advancement to be performed on a downlink timing
boundary of a downlink time domain region in a downlink time domain unit, and define advancement or delay to be
performed on an uplink timing boundary of an uplink time domain region in an uplink time domain unit, so that in a same
time domain unit, a symbol for downlink data sent by an access network device in a cell 1 based on the transmission
pattern is aligned, at a network side receive end of a cell 2 adjacent to the cell 1, with a symbol for uplink data that is
sent by a terminal device in the cell 2 based on the transmission pattern.
[0039] The transmission pattern is used to instruct a communications device to send a signal according to a transmission
rule in the transmission pattern, and the transmission pattern is preconfigured in the communications device. The trans-
mission pattern may include at least one downlink time domain unit and at least one uplink time domain unit. Both the
uplink time domain unit and the downlink time domain unit are predefined time domain structures. A time domain structure
divided in time domain is not limited in the embodiments of the present invention.
[0040] The downlink time domain unit defines at least N1 downlink timing boundaries, and each downlink time domain
unit includes at least one downlink time domain region in time domain, where N1 ≥ 2.
[0041] The uplink time domain unit defines at least N2 uplink timing boundaries, and each downlink time domain unit
includes at least one uplink time domain region in time domain, where N2 ≥ 2.
[0042] The downlink time domain region is a region used for downlink transmission in the downlink time domain unit,
and the uplink time domain region is a region used for uplink transmission in the uplink time domain unit. In addition,
each uplink/downlink time domain region includes a symbol in time domain. A maximum quantity of symbols included
in an uplink time domain region is related to a division structure of the uplink time domain unit in time domain, and a
maximum quantity of symbols included in a downlink time domain region is related to a division structure of the downlink
time domain unit in time domain. Specific division of an uplink/downlink time domain unit in time domain is not limited
in the embodiments of the present invention.
[0043] The downlink timing boundary is a downlink timing boundary of each downlink time domain region in the downlink
time domain unit. For example, an xth downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit is stipulated as follows:
receive timing of a symbol having an index number p in an xth downlink time domain region is:
downlink timing boundary of the xth downlink region + p∗Tsymbol, where x is i or j, Tsymbol is a length occupied by a symbol
in time domain, P may be a positive integer from 0 to t-1, t is a total quantity of symbols included in a time domain unit,
and an index number of a symbol starts from 0 and is arranged in ascending order of the time domain. The downlink
timing boundary of the xth downlink time domain region may be referred to as the ith downlink timing boundary. A downlink
timing boundary of another downlink time domain region and an uplink timing boundary of an uplink time domain region
are defined in a similar manner. Details are not described again.
[0044] The uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of each uplink time domain region in the uplink time
domain unit. For example, a yth uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit is stipulated as follows: transmit
timing of a symbol having an index number p in a yth uplink time domain region is:
uplink timing boundary of the yth uplink region + p∗Tsymbol, where y is k or m.
[0045] In an actual scenario, when a timing boundary of a symbol in a downlink time domain region is to be determined,
the first symbol #0 in the downlink time domain unit in which the symbol is located needs to be inferred based on an
index number of the symbol, to find a first timing boundary. When there is only one downlink time domain region in the
entire downlink time domain unit, a downlink timing boundary of the downlink time domain region is a first downlink
timing boundary. An uplink timing boundary of an uplink time domain region is obtained in a similar manner.
[0046] The communications device in this application may be a network side device, or may be a terminal device. The
network side device may be, but is not limited to, a base station or another type of transmission point device.
[0047] When the communications device is a network side device, a factor such as a propagation delay between the
network side device and the terminal device needs to be considered. When the network side device sends a signal
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based on a timing definition of the downlink time domain unit in the transmission pattern, timing of the original downlink
time domain unit may be advanced by one duration. When the network side device receives a signal based on a timing
definition of the uplink time domain unit in the transmission pattern, timing of the original uplink time domain unit is
delayed by one duration. A timing relationship between time domain regions still falls within the protection scope of the
embodiments of the present invention. When the communications device is a terminal device, the terminal device may
send a signal based on the timing of the uplink time domain unit defined in the transmission pattern, and receive a signal
based on the timing of the downlink time domain unit defined in the transmission pattern. A communications device in
each cell sends a signal based on a same defined transmission pattern, so that a downlink signal sent in a cell 1 and
an uplink signal sent in another cell 2 have same receive timing at a network side receive end of the cell 2, or the downlink
signal sent in the cell 1 and the uplink signal sent in the another cell 2 have same receive timing at a network side receive
end of the cell 1.
[0048] The network side device in the embodiments of the present invention is a device connecting the terminal device
to a wireless network, and is also referred to as a base station, including, but not limited to, an evolved NodeB (English
full name: evolved Node Base, eNB for short), a radio network controller (English full name: Radio Network Controller,
RNC for short), a NodeB (English full name: NodeB, NB for short), a base station controller (English full name: Base
Station Controller, BSC for short), a base transceiver station (English full name: Base Transceiver Station, BTS for short),
a home NodeB (for example, a home evolved NodeB, or a home NodeB, HNB for short), or a baseband unit (English
full name: BaseBand Unit, BBU for short).
[0049] The terminal device in the embodiments of the present invention may be a device that provides a user with
voice and/or data connectivity, a handheld device having a wireless connection function, or another processing device
connected to a wireless modem. The terminal device may communicate with one or more core networks by using a
radio access network (English full name: Radio Access Network, RAN for short). The terminal device may be a mobile
terminal, such as a mobile phone (or referred to as a "cellular" phone) or a computer having a mobile terminal, for
example, a portable, pocket-sized, handheld, computer built-in, or in-vehicle mobile apparatus, and exchanges voice
and/or data with the radio access network. For example, the terminal device may be a device such as a personal
communication service (English full name: Personal Communication Service, PCS for short) phone, a cordless telephone
set, a Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) phone, a wireless local loop (Wireless Local Loop, WLL for short) station, or a
personal digital assistant (English full name: Personal Digital Assistant, PDA for short). A wireless terminal may also be
referred to as a system, a subscriber unit (Subscriber Unit), a subscriber station (Subscriber Station), a mobile station
(Mobile Station), a mobile console (Mobile), a remote station (Remote Station), an access point (Access Point), a remote
terminal (Remote Terminal), an access terminal (Access Terminal), a user terminal (User Terminal), a terminal device,
a user agent (User Agent), a user device (User Device), or user equipment (User Equipment).
[0050] It should be noted that because a relationship between the downlink timing boundary of each downlink time
domain region and a symbol index and a relationship between the uplink timing boundary of each uplink time domain
region and a symbol index are predefined in the communications device, when transmitting a signal by using the trans-
mission pattern, the communications device does not need to predetermine an index number of a symbol and prede-
termine, based on the index number, a timing boundary corresponding to the symbol, but can directly transmit the signal
by using a predefined time domain unit structure.
[0051] According to the foregoing technical solutions, an interference cancellation operation mechanism can be opti-
mized, and operation load and operation duration can be reduced, thereby facilitating cancellation of uplink-downlink
interference.
[0052] The following describes a signal transmission method provided in an embodiment of the present invention by
using an example. A downlink time domain unit and an uplink time domain unit corresponding to the downlink time
domain unit are used as an example in this embodiment of the present invention. For another downlink time domain unit
and another uplink time domain unit, refer to a timing rule defined in this embodiment of the present invention, for
example, a definition of timing of a downlink timing boundary in a downlink subframe 1, and a definition of timing of an
uplink timing boundary in an uplink subframe 1 corresponding to the downlink subframe 1. Definitions of timing of a
downlink subframe and an uplink subframe of another subframe may be exactly the same as the definitions of the timing
of the downlink subframe 1 and the downlink subframe 2. In this embodiment of the present invention, the timing of the
uplink timing boundary and/or the downlink timing boundary may be defined, or timing adjustment such as timing delay
or timing advancement may be performed on timing of the existing uplink timing boundary and/or downlink timing bound-
ary. Alternatively, a new timing relationship between the uplink timing boundary and/or the downlink timing boundary
may be defined. Details are not described in this embodiment of the present invention. The following separately describes
a definition of receive timing of the downlink time domain region and/or a definition of transmit timing of the uplink time
domain region.
[0053] In an implementation mechanism, timing is defined for the downlink time domain region.
[0054] Only receive timing of the downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit may be redefined, and
timing advancement or timing delay may be performed on the receive timing of the downlink time domain region relative
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to a first downlink timing boundary. This facilitates interference cancellation to some extent, and can reduce symbol
misalignment.
[0055] When delay is defined for receive timing of each downlink time domain region relative to the first downlink
timing boundary, a timing rule A may be defined: a timing boundary of an ith downlink time domain region in the downlink
time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary, where i is a positive integer greater than 1 and less
than or equal to N1. The first downlink timing boundary is the first downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain
unit in time domain. That the downlink timing boundary of the ith downlink region is later than the first downlink timing
boundary means that at least one downlink timing boundary other than the first downlink timing boundary in the downlink
time domain unit may be defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary. A specific timing quantity of downlink
timing boundaries defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment of the
present invention.
[0056] As shown in FIG. 2-3, that timing adjustment is performed on an existing downlink timing boundary is used as
an example. A first downlink timing boundary is defined for DL1, and a second downlink timing boundary is defined for
DL2. Because timing delay does not need to be defined for the DL1, when i = 1, a downlink timing boundary of the DL1
is the defined first downlink timing boundary, and the first downlink timing boundary of the DL1 may be used as a
reference for a downlink time domain region in another time segment. When timing delay needs to be defined for a
downlink time domain region, the following may be defined: the downlink time domain region for which the timing delay
is to be defined is delayed by one duration relative to the first downlink timing boundary. In FIG. 2, a second downlink

timing boundary is delayed by  relative to the first downlink timing boundary. By analogy, a third downlink timing

boundary of DL3 is also later than the first downlink timing boundary by one duration. Certainly, a time domain unit
structure shown in FIG. 2-1 may alternatively be considered as a time domain unit structure having new defined downlink
timing boundaries, and a timing relationship between the downlink timing boundaries and the first downlink timing
boundary is similar.
[0057] When timing advancement is defined for receive timing of the downlink time domain region relative to the first
downlink timing boundary, a timing rule B may be defined: a timing boundary of a jth downlink time domain region in the
downlink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary, where j is a positive integer greater than 1
and less than or equal to N1. That the downlink timing boundary of the jth downlink region is earlier than the first downlink
timing boundary means that at least one downlink timing boundary other than the first downlink timing boundary in the
downlink time domain unit may be defined to be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary. A specific timing quantity
of downlink timing boundaries defined to be earlier than the first downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment
of the present invention.
[0058] For example, in FIG. 2-2, a downlink time domain region for which timing advancement is to be defined is
advanced by one duration relative to the first downlink timing boundary.
[0059] According to the timing rule A, receive timing of the ith downlink time domain region is delayed at a network
side receive end of a cell 1, to compensate for misalignment between the receive timing of the ith downlink time domain
region and receive timing of an uplink time domain region at the network side receive end of a cell 2 adjacent to the cell 1.
[0060] It may be understood that timing is defined for a downlink timing boundary of at least one downlink region in
the downlink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary, and for details about duration that needs to
be configured and by which a downlink timing boundary of each downlink region is advanced or delayed, refer to
composition structures of a downlink time domain unit and an uplink time domain unit in a cell. Alternatively, selective
timing delay is defined based on factors such as uplink-downlink interference statuses of a cell, a cell level (a higher
level indicates a higher defined timing delay criterion), or user density in a specific cell. For a definition of timing delay
for at least one uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit, refer to these factors. Details are not described
subsequently. In addition, an application scenario in this embodiment of the present invention is not limited in this
embodiment of the present invention.
[0061] In another implementation mechanism, timing is defined for the uplink time domain region.
[0062] Only transmit timing of the uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit may be redefined. For
example, timing advancement or timing delay may be defined for the transmit timing of the uplink time domain region
relative to a first downlink timing boundary. This can reduce symbol misalignment to some extent.
[0063] To cancel interference, timing advancement or timing delay may be defined for transmit timing of the uplink
time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary in a transmission pattern. When advancement is defined
for transmit timing of each uplink time domain region relative to the first downlink timing boundary, a timing rule C may
be defined: a timing boundary of a kth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than the first
downlink timing boundary, where k is a positive integer greater than or equal to 1.
[0064] As shown in FIG. 2-1, a first uplink timing boundary is defined for UL1, and a second uplink timing boundary
is defined for UL2. The first downlink timing boundary of DL1 may be used as a reference for the entire uplink time
domain region. When timing advancement needs to be defined for an uplink time domain region, the following may be



EP 3 506 534 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

defined: the uplink time domain region for which the timing advancement is to be defined is delayed by one duration
relative to the first downlink timing boundary. For example, the second uplink timing boundary in FIG. 2-1 is advanced

by  relative to the first downlink timing boundary. Timing of another uplink time domain region may be defined in a

similar manner. Details are not described again.
[0065] When timing delay is defined for the transmit timing of the uplink time domain region relative to the first downlink
timing boundary, a timing rule D may be defined: a timing boundary of an mth uplink time domain region in the uplink
time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary, where m is a positive integer greater than 1. It should
be noted that the first uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit is always advanced relative to the first
downlink timing boundary. A specific time domain unit structure after the timing delay is shown in FIG. 2-2.
[0066] According to the timing rule C or the timing rule D, receive timing of the kth uplink time domain region is delayed
at a network side receive end of a cell 1, to compensate for misalignment between the receive timing of the kth uplink
time domain region and the receive timing of the downlink time domain region at the network side receive end of a cell 2.
[0067] It can be learned that the foregoing four implementation mechanisms (the timing rule A to the timing rule D)
can reduce symbol misalignment to some extent. To achieve a better symbol alignment effect, the timing rule A and the
timing rule C, the timing rule A and the timing rule D, the timing rule B and the timing rule C, or the timing rule B and the
timing rule D may be further combined. Duration by which the downlink timing boundary of each downlink time domain
region is delayed or advanced relative to the first downlink timing boundary is not limited in this embodiment of the
present invention.
[0068] In some inventive embodiments, in an implementation mechanism in which timing is defined for an uplink time
domain region, transmit timing of each uplink time domain region in an uplink time domain unit may be defined, and is
specifically defined as follows.
[0069] Assuming that an uplink time domain unit includes a first uplink time domain region, a second uplink time domain
region, and a third uplink time domain region. The first to the third uplink time domain regions include symbols such as
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (English full name: Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing, OFDM for
short) symbols. Some symbols are used to transmit control signaling, and some symbols are used to transmit data.
Therefore, the first to the third uplink time domain regions may include an uplink control region for transmitting control
signaling and/or an uplink data region for transmitting data. The uplink data region is an actual effective transmission
region, and is referred to as a transmission region below.
[0070] First, a timing definition for the first to the third uplink timing boundaries is specifically as follows:

1. For example, when k = 1, timing is defined for a first uplink timing boundary.
The first uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of the first uplink time domain region, and the first uplink

timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration  where

TA is a specific parameter of a terminal device configured at a network side, and Toffset,1 is a predefined fixed value.

2. When k = 2, timing is defined for a second uplink timing boundary.

[0071] The second uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region, and
the second uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second uplink timing boundary. The

second uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration 

where  is duration by which a first uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary. 

is an offset between the uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region and the first uplink timing
boundary.

[0072] A value range of  is mainly defined in the following two manners A1 and B1.

Manner A1:  may be a predefined first fixed value.

For example, by setting the first fixed value, it can be ensured that a second downlink time domain region (DL2 in
a cell 1 shown in FIG. 2-3) and the second uplink time domain region (UL2 in a cell 2 shown in FIG. 2-3) have a
same receiving start moment at a network side of the cell 2, or it can be ensured that a second downlink time domain
region (DL2 in a cell 1 shown in FIG. 2-4) and the second uplink time domain region (UL2 in a cell 2 shown in FIG.
2-4) have a same receiving end moment at a network side of the cell 2. A symbol corresponding to the DL2 in the
cell 1 can be aligned in time domain with a symbol corresponding to the UL2 in the cell 2 at a receive timing moment
at the network side of the cell 2 based on the foregoing timing configuration. In other words, the DL2 in the cell 1
and the UL2 in the cell 2 can reach the network side at the same time. It may be understood that the first fixed value
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is preset, but a value of the first fixed value may change flexibly, and may be not limited to a same first fixed value
used in all scenarios.

Manner B1:  is any value in a predefined first set. In addition, when a communications device sends a signal

based on the second uplink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the first set is related to a quantity of symbols
included in the second uplink time domain region. For example, symbols are sent based on the uplink timing boundary
of the second uplink time domain region UL2, and the symbols of the UL2 are 3 to 11. The quantity of elements in
the first set may be determined based on a total of nine symbols of the UL2. Similarities are not described below again.

[0073] For example, a value range of a quantity of symbols effectively transmitted in the UL2 may be set to 1 to 10,
and a relationship between a value range of an element included in the first set and the quantity of symbols included in
the UL2 is as follows:
[0074] When the quantity of symbols included in the UL2 is 10 (for example, 3 to 12), the quantity of elements included

in the first set may be 1, and the value range of the first set is  where  indicates a minimum

transmit timing offset of the second uplink time domain region.

[0075] When symbols included in the UL2 are 3 to 11, the first set is  where

Tsymbol is a length occupied by a symbol in time domain. ...

[0076] When a symbol included in the UL2 is 2, the first set is

[0077] Assuming that actually transmitted symbols used for data transmission in the UL2 in the cell 2 include 3 to 12,

and a quantity of actually transmitted symbols is 7, a value of  may be  (as shown in FIG. 2-3) or

 (as shown in FIG. 2-4). The value range of the first set may be selected based on a factor

such as a service class, a degree of interference, or user density, or may be selected by narrowing the value range. A
proper value range is preconfigured based on various scenarios, to achieve an expected purpose of reducing symbol
interference while reducing operations of a terminal device and an access network device. A specific rule for configuring
the value range is not limited in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0078] 3. When k = 3, timing advancement is defined for a third uplink timing boundary.
[0079] The third uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of the third uplink time domain region in the uplink
time domain unit, and the third uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third uplink timing
boundary. The third uplink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

  is an offset of the third uplink timing boundary relative to a first uplink timing

boundary. A value range of  is mainly defined in the following two manners A2 and B2.

[0080] Manner A2:  may be a predefined second fixed value.

[0081] For example, the second fixed value is set, to ensure that a first downlink time domain region (DL1 in a cell 2
shown in FIG. 3) and the third uplink time domain region (UL3 in a cell 1 shown in FIG. 3) have a same receiving start
moment at a network side receive end of the cell 2. Symbols are aligned at the start moment based on the configuration,



EP 3 506 534 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

so that interference can be reduced. In addition, the second fixed value is preset, but a value of the second fixed value
may change flexibly, and may be not limited to a same second fixed value used in all scenarios.

[0082] Manner B2:  is any value in a predefined second set. Likewise, when a communications device sends

a signal based on the third uplink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the second set is related to a quantity of
symbols included in the third uplink time domain region.
[0083] A relationship between a value range of an element included in the second set and the quantity of symbols
included in the second uplink time domain region is as follows:
[0084] For example, as shown in FIG. 3, a range of a quantity of actually transmitted symbols in the third uplink time
domain region UL3 may be set to 1 to 2. When the quantity of actually transmitted symbols in the UL3 is 1, the second

set is    where  indicates a minimum transmit timing offset of

the third uplink time domain region.

[0085] When symbols 1 and 2 are actually transmitted, a value of  is  a symbol 2 of the cell 2 is

aligned with a symbol 1 of the cell 1 at the network side receive end of the cell 2, and a symbol 1 of the cell 2 is aligned
with a symbol 0 of the cell 1 at the network side receive end of the cell 2. Alternatively, when a symbol 2 is actually

transmitted, a value of  is  and the symbol 2 of the cell 2 is aligned with a symbol 0

of the cell 1 at the network side receive end of the cell 2.
[0086] Optionally, when timing advancement is defined for an uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit,
timing advancement or timing delay may be further defined for a downlink timing boundary in a downlink time domain unit.
[0087] Second, other timing definitions of the second and the third uplink timing boundaries are specifically as follows:

1. For example, when m = 2, timing delay is defined for a second uplink timing boundary.
The second uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region, and the
second uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second uplink timing boundary. The

second uplink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration  where

 is an offset between a first uplink timing boundary and the second uplink timing boundary.

When the timing delay is defined for the second uplink timing boundary,  is a predefined fifth fixed value or

any value in a predefined fifth set. When a symbol is sent based on the second uplink timing boundary, a quantity
of elements in the fifth set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second uplink time domain region.
2. When m = 3, timing delay is defined for a third uplink timing boundary.

[0088] The third uplink timing boundary is an uplink timing boundary of the third uplink time domain region, and the
third uplink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third uplink timing boundary. The third uplink

timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration  where  is an offset

between a first uplink timing boundary and the third uplink timing boundary.

[0089] When the timing delay is defined for the third uplink timing boundary,  is a predefined sixth fixed value

or any value in a predefined sixth set. When a symbol is sent based on the third uplink timing boundary, a quantity of
elements in the sixth set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the third uplink time domain region.

[0090] In addition, for descriptions about values of  and  in the timing delay definitions of the second

and the third uplink timing boundaries, refer to the timing advancement definitions of the second and the third uplink
timing boundaries. Details are not described herein again.
[0091] Optionally, when timing delay is defined for an uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit, timing
advancement or timing delay may be further defined for a downlink timing boundary in a downlink time domain unit. For
example, as shown in FIG. 7-1, a second uplink timing boundary of UL2 in a cell 2 is delayed relative to a first downlink
timing boundary, and a second downlink timing boundary of DL2 is delayed relative to the first downlink timing boundary,
so that symbols 3 to 11 in the DL2 are aligned with symbols 3 to 11 in the cell 2 at a network side receive end of the cell
2. For other time domain structures after timing delay is defined for three time domain unit structures in FIG. 7-2 to FIG.
7-4, respectively, refer to descriptions in FIG. 7-1, and details are not described herein.
[0092] In some inventive embodiments, in an implementation mechanism in which timing is defined for a downlink
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time domain region, receive timing of each downlink time domain region in a downlink time domain unit may be defined,
and is specifically defined as follows.
[0093] Assuming that a downlink time domain unit includes a first downlink time domain region, a second downlink
time domain region, and a third downlink time domain region. The first to the third downlink time domain regions include
symbols such as OFDM symbols. Some symbols are used to transmit control signaling, and some symbols are used to
transmit data. Therefore, the first to the third downlink time domain regions may include a downlink control region for
transmitting control signaling and/or a downlink data region for transmitting data. The downlink data region is an actual
effective transmission region, and is referred to as a downlink time domain region below.
[0094] First, timing definitions of the first to the third downlink timing boundaries in the downlink time domain unit are
specifically as follows:

1. When i = 1, timing is defined for a first downlink timing boundary.
A downlink timing boundary of the first downlink time domain region is later than the first downlink timing boundary

by duration    Actually, the downlink timing boundary of the first downlink time domain region is

not adjusted. An index number of a symbol included in the first downlink time domain region starts from 0.
2. When i = 2, timing delay is defined for a second downlink timing boundary.

[0095] The second downlink timing boundary is a downlink timing boundary of the second downlink time domain region,
and the second downlink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the second downlink timing

boundary. The second downlink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration 

   is an offset of the second downlink timing boundary relative to the first downlink timing boundary.

A value range of  is mainly defined in the following two manners C1 and C2.

[0096] Manner C1:  is a predefined third fixed value.

[0097] For example, by setting the third fixed value, it can be ensured that a second uplink time domain region (UL2
in a cell 2 shown in FIG. 2-3) and the second downlink time domain region (DL2 in a cell 1 shown in FIG. 2-3) have a
same receiving start moment at a network side receive end of the cell 2, or it can be ensured that a second uplink time
domain region (UL2 in a cell 2 shown in FIG. 2-4) and the second downlink time domain region (DL2 in a cell 1 shown
in FIG. 2-4) have a same receiving end moment at a network side receive end of the cell 2. Symbols are aligned at the
start moment based on the configuration, so that most symbols in UL1 in the cell 2 and in DL3 in the cell 1 are aligned
in a same subframe. The third fixed value is preset, but a value of the third fixed value may change flexibly, and may
be not limited to a same third fixed value used in all scenarios.
[0098] In addition, if the manner C1 is used to define the timing delay of the second downlink time domain region, the
manner A1 may be combined for use to define timing advancement of the second uplink time domain region. If both the
manner A1 and the manner C1 are used, both may use compromised fixed values. An index table may be preconfigured
for the used compromised fixed values, and the index table may include uplink timing advancement duration and downlink
timing delay duration, and may further include a symbol quantity index range. For example, when a quantity of symbols
included in an uplink time domain region or a downlink time domain region falls within a preset symbol quantity index
range, two fixed values (including transmit timing delay duration of the uplink time domain region and/or receive timing
delay duration of the downlink time domain region) corresponding to the index range may be directly used. It should be
noted that, for a definition of transmit timing advancement duration of another uplink time domain region and a definition
of receive timing delay duration of another downlink time domain region, refer to descriptions herein. Details are not
described.

[0099] Manner D1:  is any value in a predefined third set.

[0100] A quantity of elements in the third set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second downlink time
domain region.
[0101] For example, when a quantity of symbols actually transmitted in the second downlink time domain region (DL2
in a cell 1) is 9 (including symbols 2 to 10), and a quantity of elements included in the third set may be 2, a value range

of the third set is  When ΔT1 is  a time domain unit structure

is shown in FIG. 2-3. When ΔT1 is  a time domain unit structure is shown in FIG. 5-4.

[0102] 3. When i = 3, timing delay is defined for a third downlink timing boundary.
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[0103] The third downlink timing boundary is a downlink timing boundary of the third downlink time domain region,
and the third downlink time domain region includes a symbol transmitted based on the third downlink timing boundary.

The third downlink timing boundary is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration   

where  is an offset between the third downlink timing boundary and the first downlink timing boundary. A value

range of  is mainly defined in the following two manners C2 and D2.

[0104] Manner C2:  is a predefined fourth fixed value.

[0105] For example, it can be ensured, by setting the fourth fixed value, that a first uplink time domain region (UL1 in
a cell 2 shown in FIG. 5-4) is the same as the third downlink time domain region (DL3 in a cell 1 shown in FIG. 5-4) at
a network side receive end of the cell 2. A start moment is configured, so that symbols in the UL1 in the cell 2 and in
DL3 in the cell 1 are aligned at the network side receive end of the cell 2.

[0106] Manner D2:  is any value in a predefined fourth set.

[0107] Optionally, when a communications device receives a transmitted signal based on the third downlink timing
boundary, a quantity of elements in the fourth set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the third downlink time
domain region.
[0108] If timing delay is defined for both the second downlink timing boundary and the

[0109] third downlink timing boundary, a relative delay offset, that is,  is formed between the second

downlink time domain region and the third downlink time domain region. As shown in FIG. 5-4, DL2 in the cell 1 and
UL2 in the cell 2 have a same receiving end moment at the network side of the cell 2, so that the DL3 in the cell 1 and
the UL1 in the cell 2 have the same receiving start moment and a same receiving end moment at the network side of
the cell 2.
[0110] When timing delay is defined for each downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit relative to
the first downlink timing boundary, timing advancement or timing delay may be further defined for an uplink timing
boundary in an uplink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary. For example, as shown in FIG. 4,
downlink timing boundaries of DL2 and DL3 are delayed relative to a downlink timing boundary of DL1, and uplink timing
boundaries of UL2 and UL3 are advanced. In this way, symbols 2 to 10 in the DL2 are aligned with symbols 4 to 12 in
the UL2 at a network side receive end of a cell 2.
[0111] Second, other timing definitions of the second and the third downlink timing boundaries are specifically as follows:

1. For example, when j = 2, timing is defined for a second downlink timing boundary.
The second downlink timing boundary is a downlink timing boundary of the second downlink time domain region,

and the second downlink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration 

 where  is an offset between the second downlink timing boundary and the first downlink

timing boundary.

When timing advancement is defined for the second downlink time domain region,  is a predefined seventh

fixed value or any value in a predefined seventh set. When a symbol is received based on the second downlink
timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the seventh set is related to a quantity of symbols included in the second
downlink time domain region.
2. When j = 3, timing advancement is defined for a third downlink timing boundary.

[0112] The third downlink timing boundary is a downlink timing boundary of the third downlink time domain region,

and the third downlink timing boundary is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration 

 where  is an offset between the third downlink timing boundary and the first downlink timing

boundary.

[0113] When the timing advancement is defined for the third downlink timing boundary,  is a predefined eighth

fixed value or any value in a predefined eighth set. When a communications device receives a symbol based on the
third downlink timing boundary, a quantity of elements in the eighth set is related to a quantity of symbols actually received
by the communications device.
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[0114] In addition, for descriptions about values of  and  in the timing delay definitions of the second

and the third downlink timing boundaries relative to the first downlink timing boundary, refer to the timing delay definitions
of the second and the third downlink timing boundaries. Details are not described herein again.
[0115] When timing advancement is defined for a downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit relative
to the first downlink timing boundary, timing advancement or timing delay may be further defined for an uplink timing
boundary in an uplink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary. For example, as shown in FIG. 8-1,
downlink timing boundaries of DL2 and DL3 are advanced, and uplink timing boundaries of UL2 and UL3 are advanced.
In this way, symbols 3 to 11 in the DL2 are aligned with symbols 3 to 11 in the UL2 at a network side receive end of a cell 2.
[0116] For another example, as shown in FIG. 8-2, downlink timing boundaries of DL2 and DL3 are advanced, and
uplink timing boundaries of UL2 and UL3 are delayed relative to a downlink timing boundary of DL1. In this way, symbols
4 to 11 in the DL2 are aligned with symbols 3 to 10 in the UL2 at a network side receive end of a cell 2.
[0117] Optionally, in some inventive embodiments, if a time domain unit includes only a downlink time domain region,
and delay is defined for receive timing of both a second downlink time domain region and a third downlink time domain

region relative to a first downlink timing boundary, a relative delay offset, that is,  is formed between a first

downlink time domain region and the second downlink time domain region, and a relative delay offset, that is,

 is formed between the second downlink time domain region and the third downlink time domain region.

[0118] If a time domain unit includes only an uplink time domain region, and advancement is defined for transmit timing
of both a second uplink time domain region and a third uplink time domain region relative to the first downlink timing

boundary, a relative delay offset, that is,  is formed between the second uplink time domain region and a first

uplink time domain region, and a relative delay offset, that is,  is formed between the third uplink time

domain region and the second uplink time domain region.
[0119] It should be noted that, when timing advancement is defined for transmit timing of each uplink time domain
region in the uplink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary, or timing delay is defined for receive
timing of each downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary,
there is only a need to align, in time domain, a symbol actually transmitted in an uplink time domain region with a symbol
actually transmitted in a corresponding downlink time domain region that is prone to interference, and it is not necessarily
to align all symbols in the uplink time domain region with all symbols in the downlink time domain region in time domain.
For example, as shown in FIG. 5-2, UL2 in an uplink time domain unit includes symbols 4 to 12, and DL2 in a downlink
time domain unit includes symbols 2 to 10. There is only a need to advance transmit timing of the UL2 and to delay
receive timing of the DL2. To some extent, the symbols 4 to 12 in the UL2 and the symbols 2 to 10 in the DL2 can be
received at a receive end of a cell 2 at the same time. For example, after a sending start moment of a symbol 5 in the
UL2 is advanced, the symbol 5 in the UL2 has the same receiving start moment as the symbol 2 in the DL2 at the network
side receive end.
[0120] In addition, timing advancement or timing delay may be defined for at least one of the first uplink timing boundary,
the second uplink timing boundary, or the third uplink timing boundary relative to the first downlink timing boundary, and
timing delay or timing advancement may be defined for at least one of the second downlink timing boundary or the third
downlink timing boundary relative to the first downlink timing boundary. This embodiment of the present invention is not
limited to a scenario in which an uplink time domain unit includes three uplink timing boundaries, and is also not limited
to a scenario in which a downlink time domain unit includes three downlink timing boundaries. Timing advancement may
be defined for only an uplink timing boundary in the uplink time domain unit relative to the first downlink timing boundary,
and timing delay may be defined for only a downlink timing boundary in the downlink time domain unit relative to the
first downlink timing boundary. For example, timing delay is defined for only the DL2 and the DL3, and timing advancement
is not defined for the UL1, the UL2, and the UL3. In this case, a region including the DL2 and the DL3 in the cell 1 can
be aligned with the UL2 in the cell 2 at the network side receive end of the cell 2 in time domain by using timing. Optionally,
another application scenario may be included, and specifically depends on a time domain unit structure. Details are not
described in this embodiment of the present invention.
[0121] In actual application, timing may be separately defined for only the uplink timing boundary and the downlink
timing boundary. Alternatively, there may be other timing combinations. For example, when the downlink timing boundary
is defined to be later than the first downlink timing boundary, the uplink timing boundary may be further defined to be
later than or earlier than the first downlink timing boundary; or when the downlink timing boundary is defined to be later
than the first downlink timing boundary, the uplink timing boundary may be further defined to be later than or earlier than
the first downlink timing boundary. In comparison with an existing mechanism, in this embodiment of the present invention,
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timing adjustment is performed on the existing uplink and/or downlink timing boundary, or a new uplink or downlink
timing boundary or both are defined. The communications device transmits the signal by using the transmission pattern
defined in this embodiment of the present invention, reducing symbol misalignment, and reducing interference caused
by the symbol misalignment correspondingly. This facilitates cancellation of cross interference between communications
devices. In addition, a timing definition combination manner that is specifically used is not limited in this embodiment of
the present invention.
[0122] It should be noted that, in this embodiment of the present invention, the timing adjustment performed on the
uplink timing boundary and/or the downlink timing boundary may be specifically set based on factors such as division
of a time domain unit and a data transmission requirement. This is not limited in this embodiment of the present invention.
For a timing definition of each data region or each control region in each time domain unit (including an uplink time
domain unit and a downlink time domain unit), refer to a timing definition of each data region or each control region in
another time domain unit. For example, a total of 10 uplink time domain units are divided in time domain. If a timing rule
for each time domain region in a first uplink time domain unit is defined, the communications device may directly use
the timing rule of the first uplink time domain unit when using other nine uplink time domain units, and successively uses
a length of an uplink time domain unit as a multiple. For example, if a timing offset of a second uplink timing boundary

in the first uplink time domain unit relative to a first downlink timing boundary is  a timing offset of a second uplink

timing boundary in a second uplink time domain unit relative to a first downlink timing boundary in a downlink time domain

unit corresponding to the second uplink time domain unit is  and so on. A timing advancement of a second uplink

timing boundary in each uplink time domain unit is an offset of the second uplink timing boundary relative to a first
downlink timing boundary in an uplink time domain unit in which the second uplink timing boundary is currently included.
Likewise, for timing adjustment performed on the second uplink timing boundary, the third uplink timing boundary, the
second downlink timing boundary, and the third downlink timing boundary, refer to the descriptions herein. Details are
not described.
[0123] For ease of understanding, the following uses an example in which timing advancement is defined for the first
uplink timing boundary, the second uplink timing boundary, or the third uplink timing boundary relative to the first downlink
timing boundary and timing advancement is defined for the second downlink timing boundary and the third downlink
timing boundary relative to the first downlink timing boundary, and the following several scenarios are included based
on a composition structure of a time domain unit.

1. Both a downlink time domain unit and an uplink time domain unit corresponding to the downlink time domain unit
include an uplink time domain region and a downlink time domain region.
For example, as shown in FIG. 5-1, delay is defined for receive timing of DL2 in a cell 1 relative to a downlink timing
boundary of DL1 in the cell 1, and advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL2 in a cell 2 relative to the downlink
timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1. In this way, a symbol 2 in the DL2 and a symbol 3 in the UL2 are received
at the same time at a network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 3 in the DL2 and a symbol 4 in the UL2 are
received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, ..., a symbol 11 in the DL2 and a symbol 12
in the UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, and so on. Details are not
described. In a time domain unit structure shown in FIG. 5-1, the DL2 in the cell 1 and the UL2 in the cell 2 have a
same receiving start moment at the network side of the cell 2 and have a same receiving end moment at the network
side of the cell 2.
For another example, as shown in FIG. 5-2, if receive timing of DL2 in a cell 1 is delayed by duration

 to ensure that an error between receiving start moments of the DL2 in the cell 1 and

UL2 in a cell 2 at a network side of the cell 2 falls within a proper range (namely, almost at a same moment), the
UL2 in the cell 2 needs to be advanced by longer duration when transmit timing advancement is defined for the UL2
in the cell 2. A maximum length of the UL2 may be set to nine symbols. In this way, a symbol 2 in the DL2 and a
symbol 5 in the UL2 can be received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 3 in
the DL2 and a symbol 6 in the UL2 can be received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell
2, ..., and a symbol 9 in the DL2 and a symbol 12 in the UL2 can be received at the same time at the network side
receive end of the cell 2.
2. A downlink time domain unit includes an uplink time domain region and a downlink time domain region, and an
uplink time domain unit corresponding to the downlink time domain unit includes an uplink time domain region.
As shown in FIG. 5-3, advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL2 in a cell 2 relative to a downlink timing
boundary of DL1 in a cell 1, advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL3 in the cell 2 relative to the downlink
timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1, delay is defined for receive timing of DL2 in the cell 1 relative to the downlink
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timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1, and advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL1, UL2, and UL3 in
the cell 2 relative to the downlink timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1. In this way, a symbol 0 in the DL2 and a
symbol 2 in the UL2 are received at the same time at a network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 2 in the DL2
and a symbol 3 in the UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 3
in the DL2 and a symbol 4 in the UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, ...,
a symbol 11 in the DL2 and a symbol 12 in the UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end
of the cell 2, and so on. Details are not described. In a time domain unit structure shown in FIG. 5-2, the DL1 in the
cell 1 and the UL3 in the cell 2 have a same receiving start moment at the network side of the cell 2, and the DL2
in the cell 1 and the UL2 in the cell 2 have a same receiving start moment at the network side of the cell 2 and a
same receiving end moment at the network side of the cell 2.
It should be noted that the same receiving time at the network side receive end of the cell 2 in this embodiment of
the present invention means that both the receiving start moments and the receiving end moments are the same,
but does not mean that only total receiving duration is the same.
3. A downlink time domain unit includes a downlink time domain region, and an uplink time domain unit corresponding
to the downlink time domain unit includes an uplink time domain region and a downlink time domain region.
As shown in FIG. 5-4, delay is defined for receive timing of DL2 in a cell 1 relative to a downlink timing boundary of
DL1 in the cell 1, and advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL2 in a cell 2 relative to the downlink timing
boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1. In this way, a symbol 2 in the DL2 and a symbol 4 in the UL2 are received at the
same time at a network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 3 in the DL2 and a symbol 5 in the UL2 are received
at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, ..., and a symbol 10 in the DL2 and a symbol 12 in
the UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2. Therefore, the DL2 and the UL2
have a same receiving end moment at the network side receive end of the cell 2, so that an interference immunity
and cancellation algorithm can have higher performance and simplify an operation, so as to obtain a better anti-
interference effect.
In FIG. 5-4, delay is defined for receive timing of the DL2 in the cell 1 relative to the downlink timing boundary of
the DL1 in the cell 1, and advancement is defined for transmit timing of the UL2 in the cell 2 relative to the downlink

timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1. In this way,  and a timing offset is reduced.

4. A downlink time domain unit includes a downlink time domain region, and an uplink time domain unit corresponding
to the downlink time domain unit includes an uplink time domain region.

[0124] As shown in FIG. 5-5, delay is defined for receive timing of DL2 in a cell 1 relative to a downlink timing boundary
of DL1 in the cell 1, and advancement is defined for transmit timing of UL2 and UL3 in a cell 2 relative to the downlink
timing boundary of the DL1 in the cell 1. In this way, a symbol 2 in the DL2 and a symbol 4 in the UL2 are received at
the same time at a network side receive end of the cell 2, a symbol 3 in the DL2 and a symbol 5 in the UL2 are received
at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2, ..., and a symbol 10 in the DL2 and a symbol 12 in the
UL2 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2. Further, the DL1 in the cell 1 and the
UL3 in the cell 2 have a same receiving start moment at the network side of the cell 2 and have a same receiving end
moment at the network side of the cell 2.
[0125] Alternatively, in some scenarios, transmit timing of only an uplink time domain region may be adjusted, and
receive timing of a downlink time domain region is not adjusted. As shown in FIG. 6-1 or FIG. 6-2, UL1, UL2, and UL3
are adjusted, so that the UL3 in a cell 2 and DL1 in a cell 1 have a same receiving start moment at a network side of
the cell 2, and the UL2 in the cell 2 and the DL2 in the cell 1 have a same receiving end moment at the network side of
the cell 2.
[0126] In FIG. 6-1, symbols (3 to 12) of the UL2 in the cell 2 and symbols (2 to 11) of the DL2 in the cell 1 are located
at a same location in time domain, and a symbol 2 of the UL3 in the cell 2 and a symbol 0 of the DL1 in the cell 1 are
received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2. Duration by which the UL2 is advanced relative

to a first downlink timing boundary may be defined as  and  

[0127] In FIG. 6-2, symbols (4 to 12) of the UL2 in the cell 2 and symbols (3 to 11) of the DL2 in the cell 1 are located
at a same location in time domain, and a symbol (3) of the UL3 in the cell 2 and a symbol (0) of the DL1 in the cell 1 are
received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2. Duration by which an uplink timing boundary of

the UL2 is advanced relative to a first downlink timing boundary may be defined as  and

 

[0128] As shown in FIG. 6-3, certainly, that UL2 in a cell 2 and DL2 in a cell 1 have a same receiving start moment at
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a network side of the cell 2 may be alternatively defined. In this way, symbols (4 to 11) of the UL2 in the cell 2 and
symbols (3 to 10) of the DL2 in the cell 1 are received at the same time at the network side receive end of the cell 2.
[0129] Likewise, alternatively, receive timing of only a downlink time domain region may be adjusted.
[0130] The foregoing describes the signal transmission method in the embodiments of the present invention, and the
following describes a communications device for performing the method.
[0131] First, referring to FIG. 9, a communications device 90 is described. The communications device 90 predefines
a transmission pattern. For a definition of the transmission pattern, refer to the above-mentioned content. Details are
not described herein again. In this embodiment of the present invention, the communications device 90 includes a
processing unit 901 and a transceiver unit 902.
[0132] The processing unit 901 is configured to determine the preset transmission pattern.
[0133] The transceiver unit 902 is configured to transmit a signal based on the transmission pattern determined by
the processing unit 901, and the transceiver unit 902 may include a receiving unit and a sending unit. A terminal device
may perform downlink receiving by using the receiving unit and perform uplink sending by using the sending unit, and
a network side device may perform uplink receiving by using the receiving unit and perform downlink sending by using
the sending unit.
[0134] The transmission pattern includes a downlink time domain unit and/or an uplink time domain unit. The downlink
time domain unit includes N1 downlink time domain regions, and each downlink time domain region has a downlink
timing boundary. The uplink time domain unit includes N2 uplink time domain regions, and each uplink time domain
region has an uplink timing boundary, where N1 ≥ 2 and N2 ≥ 2. The transmission pattern satisfies at least one of the
following:

a downlink timing boundary of an ith downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is later than a
first downlink timing boundary, where i is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
a downlink timing boundary of a jth downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier than a
first downlink timing boundary, where j is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
an uplink timing boundary of a kth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than a first
downlink timing boundary, where k is a positive integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than or equal to N2; or
an uplink timing boundary of an mth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is later than a first
downlink timing boundary, where m is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N2.

[0135] In this embodiment of the present invention, the communications device 90 transmits the signal by using the
predefined transmission pattern. In the transmission pattern, that a non-first downlink timing boundary in the downlink
time domain unit is later than or earlier than the first downlink timing boundary is defined, and that any uplink timing
boundary in the uplink time domain unit is later than or earlier than the first downlink timing boundary is defined. In this
way, if the communications device transmits the signal by using the transmission pattern, symbols between different
cells can be located at a same location in time domain, and therefore uplink-downlink interference between the cells is
effectively canceled.
[0136] In addition, for definitions of a first to a third uplink timing boundaries and definitions of the first to third downlink
timing boundaries, refer to the foregoing method embodiments. The communications device in this embodiment of the
present invention can perform the content described in any one of the foregoing method embodiments (including the
embodiments shown in FIG. 2-1 to FIG. 8-2). Details are not described herein again.
[0137] It should be noted that a physical device corresponding to the transceiver unit (including the receiving unit and
the sending unit) in the embodiment corresponding to FIG. 9 may be a transceiver (including a receiver and a transmitter),
and a physical device corresponding to all processing units may be a processor. The apparatus shown in FIG. 9 may
have a structure shown in FIG. 10. When the apparatus has the structure shown in FIG. 10, a processor and a transceiver
in FIG. 10 implement functions the same as or similar to those of the processing unit and the transceiver unit that are
provided in the foregoing apparatus embodiment corresponding to the apparatus. A memory in FIG. 10 stores program
code that needs to be invoked by the processor during performing the foregoing signal transmission method.
[0138] In the foregoing embodiments, the description of the embodiments has respective focuses. For a part that is
not described in detail in an embodiment, refer to related descriptions in other embodiments.
[0139] It may be clearly understood by a person skilled in the art that, for the purpose of convenient and brief description,
for detailed working processes of the foregoing system, apparatus, and module, refer to corresponding processes in the
foregoing method embodiments, and details are not described herein again.
[0140] In the several embodiments provided in this application, it should be understood that the disclosed system,
apparatus, and method may be implemented in other manners. For example, the described apparatus embodiment is
merely an example. For example, the module division is merely logical function division and may be other division during
actual implementation. For example, a plurality of modules or components may be combined or integrated into another
system, or some features may be ignored or not performed. In addition, the displayed or discussed mutual couplings or
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direct couplings or communications connections may be implemented through some interfaces. The indirect couplings
or communications connections between the apparatuses or modules may be implemented in electronic, mechanical,
or other forms.
[0141] The modules described as separate parts may or may not be physically separate, and parts displayed as
modules may or may not be physical modules, may be located in one position, or may be distributed on a plurality of
network modules. Some or all the modules may be selected according to actual requirements to achieve the objectives
of the solutions of the embodiments.
[0142] In addition, functional modules in the embodiments of the present invention may be integrated into one process-
ing module, or each module may exist alone physically, or two or more modules may be integrated into one module.
The integrated module may be implemented in a form of hardware, or may be implemented in a form of a software
functional module.
[0143] When the integrated module is implemented in the form of a software functional module and sold or used as
an independent product, the integrated module may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium. Based on such
an understanding, the technical solutions of the embodiments of the present invention essentially, or the part contributing
to the prior art, or all or some of the technical solutions may be implemented in the form of a software product. The
computer software product is stored in a storage medium and includes several instructions for instructing a computer
device (which may be a personal computer, a server, a network device, or the like) to perform all or some of the steps
of the methods described in the embodiments of the present invention. The foregoing storage medium includes any
medium that can store program code, such as a USB flash drive, a removable hard disk, a read-only memory (English
full name: Read-Only Memory, ROM for short), a random access memory (English full name: Random Access Memory,
RAM for short), a magnetic disk, or an optical disc.
[0144] The technical solutions provided in the embodiments of the present invention are described in detail above.
The principle and implementation of the embodiments of the present invention are described herein through specific
examples. The descriptions about the foregoing embodiments are merely intended to help understand the method and
core ideas of the present invention. In addition, a person of ordinary skill in the art may make modifications to the specific
implementations and the application scopes according to the ideas of the embodiments of the present invention. There-
fore, the content of this specification shall not be construed as a limit to the embodiments of the present invention.

Claims

1. A signal transmission method, wherein the method comprises:

transmitting a signal based on a preset transmission pattern, wherein
the transmission pattern comprises a downlink time domain unit and/or an uplink time domain unit; the downlink
time domain unit comprises N1 downlink time domain regions, and each downlink time domain region has a
downlink timing boundary; the uplink time domain unit comprises N2 uplink time domain regions, and each
uplink time domain region has an uplink timing boundary; N1 ≥ 2, and N2 ≥ 2; and the transmission pattern
satisfies at least one of the following:

a downlink timing boundary of an ith downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is later
than a first downlink timing boundary, wherein i is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
a downlink timing boundary of a jth downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier
than a first downlink timing boundary, wherein j is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N1;
an uplink timing boundary of a kth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than a
first downlink timing boundary, wherein k is a positive integer greater than or equal to 1 and less than or
equal to N2; or
an uplink timing boundary of an mth uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is later than
a first downlink timing boundary, wherein m is a positive integer greater than 1 and less than or equal to N2;
a downlink timing boundary of the xth downlink region is stipulated as follows: receive timing of a symbol
having an index number p in the xth downlink time domain region is: downlink timing boundary of the xth

downlink region + p∗Tsymbol, wherein Tsymbol is a length occupied by a symbol in time domain, and x is i or j; and
an uplink timing boundary of the yth uplink region is stipulated as follows: transmit timing of a symbol having
an index number p in the yth uplink time domain region is: Uplink timing boundary of the yth uplink region
+ p∗Tsymbol, wherein y is k or m, p is any positive integer from 0 to t-1, t is a total quantity of symbols
comprised in a time domain unit, and an index number of a symbol starts from 0 and is arranged in ascending
order of time domain.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein when k = 2, an uplink timing boundary of a second uplink time domain
region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

 wherein  is duration by which an uplink timing boundary of a first uplink time domain

region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary, and  is an offset

between the uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region and the uplink timing boundary of the
first uplink time domain region.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein  is a predefined first fixed value or any value in a predefined first

set, a quantity of elements in the first set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the second uplink time
domain region, and the second uplink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the uplink
timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein when k = 3, an uplink timing boundary of a third uplink
time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

 wherein  is an offset between the uplink timing boundary of the third uplink time

domain region and the uplink timing boundary of the first uplink time domain region.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein  is a predefined second fixed value or any value in a predefined

second set, a quantity of elements in the second set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the third uplink
time domain region, and the third uplink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the uplink
timing boundary of the third uplink time domain region.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein when i = 2, a downlink timing boundary of a second
downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary by

duration    wherein  is an offset between the downlink timing boundary of the second

downlink time domain region and the first downlink timing boundary.

7. The method according to claim 8, wherein  is a predefined third fixed value or any value in a predefined third

set, a quantity of elements in the third set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the second downlink time
domain region, and the second downlink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the downlink
timing boundary of the second downlink time domain region.

8. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein when i = 3, a downlink timing boundary of a third downlink
time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

   wherein  is an offset between the downlink timing boundary of the third downlink

time domain region and the first downlink timing boundary.

9. The method according to claim 7 or 8, wherein  is a predefined fourth fixed value or any value in a predefined

fourth set, a quantity of elements in the fourth set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the third downlink
time domain region, and the third downlink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the downlink
timing boundary of the third downlink time domain region.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein when m = 2, an uplink timing boundary of a second uplink time domain

region in the uplink time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration 

wherein  is an offset between the uplink timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region and an

uplink timing boundary of the first uplink time domain region.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein  is a predefined fifth fixed value or any value in a predefined fifth

set, a quantity of elements in the fifth set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the second uplink time
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domain region, and the second uplink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the uplink
timing boundary of the second uplink time domain region.

12. The method according to any one of claims 1, 10, and 11, wherein when m = 3, an uplink timing boundary of a third
uplink time domain region in the uplink time domain unit is later than the first downlink timing boundary by duration

 wherein  is an offset between the uplink timing boundary of the third uplink time domain

region and the uplink timing boundary of the first uplink time domain region.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein  is a predefined sixth fixed value or any value in a predefined

sixth set, a quantity of elements in the sixth set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the third uplink time
domain region, and the third uplink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the uplink timing
boundary of the third uplink time domain region.

14. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5 and 10 to 13, wherein when j = 2, a downlink timing boundary of
a second downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing

boundary by duration    wherein  is an offset between the downlink timing boundary

of the second downlink time domain region and the first downlink timing boundary.

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein  is a predefined seventh fixed value or any value in a predefined

seventh set, a quantity of elements in the seventh set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the second
downlink time domain region, and the second downlink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based
on the downlink timing boundary of the second downlink time domain region.

16. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5 and 10 to 15, wherein when j = 3, a downlink timing boundary of
a third downlink time domain region in the downlink time domain unit is earlier than the first downlink timing boundary

by duration    wherein  is an offset between the downlink timing boundary of the

third downlink time domain region and the first downlink timing boundary.

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein  is a predefined eighth fixed value or any value in a predefined

eighth set, a quantity of elements in the eighth set is related to a quantity of symbols comprised in the third downlink
time domain region, and the third downlink time domain region comprises a symbol transmitted based on the downlink
timing boundary of the third downlink time domain region.

18. A communications device, wherein the communications device comprises a processor, a transceiver, and a memory;
the memory is configured to store an instruction; the processor is configured to: execute the instruction stored in
the memory, and control the transceiver to receive a signal and send a signal; and when the processor executes
the instruction stored in the memory, the communications device is configured to perform the method according to
any one of claims 1 to 17.

19. A computer storage medium, wherein the computer storage medium comprises an instruction, and when the in-
struction is executed on a computer, the method according to any one of claims 1 to 17 is implemented.

20. A chip system, comprising at least one processor, a memory, and a communications unit, wherein the memory, the
communications unit, and the at least one processor are interconnected by using a line; the at least one memory
stores an instruction; and the instruction is executed by the processor, to perform an operation of the communications
device in the method according to any one of claims 1 to 17.

21. A communications device, configured to perform the method according to any one of claims 1 to 17.
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