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(54) PLATELET COLLECTION METHOD AND COLLECTION SYSTEM THEREFOR

(57) A platelet collection method includes a step of
accommodating whole blood in a first chamber (44) and
performing centrifugal separation, a step of transferring
a buffy coat resulting from the centrifugal separation to
a second chamber (50), and a step of performing cen-
trifugal separation on the buffy coat. Subsequently, a step
of transferring a platelet-containing component resulting
from the centrifugal separation to a third chamber (52)
and a step of performing centrifugal separation on the
platelet-containing component are executed. Also per-
formed in the collection method are a step of introducing
a platelet additive solution into the third chamber (52)
and replacing plasma resulting from the centrifugal sep-
aration and a step of collecting platelets remaining in the
third chamber (52) along with the platelet additive solu-
tion.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a platelet col-
lection method and a platelet collection system for col-
lecting platelets from blood by centrifugal separation.

Background Art

[0002] A patient may develop side effects of blood
transfusion during blood transfusion of a platelet prepa-
ration. The plasma that is included in the platelet prepa-
ration is regarded as a cause of the side effects. Accord-
ingly, platelets with a low plasma content (washed plate-
lets: also referred to as washed platelet concentrates)
are desired at blood transfusion sites.
[0003] JP 2013-514863 A discloses a blood apheresis
system collecting platelets by performing centrifugal sep-
aration on whole blood taken from a donor. The system
that is disclosed in JP 2013-514863 A is configured to
obtain washed platelets by allowing a platelet-containing
component and a platelet additive solution to simultane-
ously flow into a chamber during the centrifugal separa-
tion.

Summary of Invention

[0004] The present invention has been made in relation
to the platelet collection technique described above, and
an object thereof is to provide a platelet collection method
and a platelet collection system allowing washed plate-
lets with a sufficiently low plasma content to be further
reliably and efficiently obtained.
[0005] In order to achieve the above object, a platelet
collection method according to the present invention in-
cludes a step of accommodating whole blood collected
from a donor in a first chamber and separating the whole
blood into a first blood component including a large
number of platelets and a remaining component by per-
forming centrifugal separation, a step of transferring the
first blood component from the first chamber to a second
chamber, a step of separating the first blood component
transferred to the second chamber into a platelet-con-
taining component and a second blood component by
performing centrifugal separation, a step of transferring
the platelet-containing component from the second
chamber to a third chamber, a step of separating the
platelet-containing component transferred to the third
chamber into platelets and another component by per-
forming centrifugal separation, a step of introducing a
platelet additive solution into the third chamber and re-
placing the other component with the platelet additive
solution, and a step of collecting the platelets remaining
in the third chamber along with the platelet additive so-
lution.
[0006] By the platelet collection method described
above, washed platelets can be obtained by the platelet-

containing component transferred to the third chamber
being separated into the platelets and the other compo-
nent (plasma) as a result of the centrifugal separation
and the other component being replaced with the platelet
additive solution. As a result, the washed platelets with
a sufficiently low plasma content can be further reliably
and efficiently obtained by the other component being
easily removed from the platelet-containing component.
A reduction in side effects of blood transfusion can be
anticipated from the generated washed platelets.
[0007] In this case, it is preferable that a centrifugal
force differing from the centrifugal force that is applied to
the first and second chambers is applied to the third
chamber during the centrifugal separation in the third
chamber.
[0008] By the platelet collection method, the centrifugal
force differing from the centrifugal force that is applied to
the first and second chambers is applied during the cen-
trifugal separation in the third chamber as described
above. Accordingly, the platelet-containing component
can be separated into the platelets and the other com-
ponent in a satisfactory manner.
[0009] In addition to the above configuration, the third
chamber may have two outlets having different distances
from a centrifugal center at the time of the centrifugal
separation.
[0010] By the third chamber having the two outlets hav-
ing the different distances as described above, an outflow
of the plasma and the platelet additive solution can be
easily performed from one of the outlets and an outflow
of the washed platelets can be easily performed from the
other outlet.
[0011] In addition, the blood component of the whole
blood may flow in sequence through the first to third
chambers communicating with one another via a tube.
[0012] As a result, the blood component flows through
the first to third chambers in sequence and continuously.
Accordingly, the circuit that collects the platelets from the
whole blood is configured in a simple and hygienic man-
ner.
[0013] Furthermore, it is preferable that the second
chamber is capable of separating leukocytes as the sec-
ond blood component.
[0014] By the leukocytes being separated in the sec-
ond chamber as described above, mixing of the leuko-
cytes with the platelet-containing component supplied to
the third chamber can be suppressed and the washed
platelets including few leukocytes can be obtained.
[0015] It is preferable that the platelets are allowed to
remain in the third chamber by the other component being
allowed to flow to an outside of the third chamber while
the platelet-containing component is introduced into the
third chamber during the centrifugal separation of the
platelet-containing component.
[0016] As described above, the other component is al-
lowed to flow out while the platelet-containing component
is introduced during the centrifugal separation of the
platelet-containing component. Accordingly, the plate-
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lets can be concentrated in the third chamber by the cen-
trifugal separation of the platelet-containing component
being continuously performed.
[0017] In addition, the other component may be al-
lowed to flow to a reservoir of the remaining component
during the centrifugal separation of the platelet-contain-
ing component and the other component and the platelet
additive solution may be allowed to flow to a disposal
container during the introduction of the platelet additive
solution into the third chamber.
[0018] An inflow of the platelet additive solution to the
donor can be prevented and the plasma can be returned
in a satisfactory manner by the flow destination of the
other component resulting from the centrifugal separa-
tion being selectively changed as described above.
[0019] The platelet additive solution may be allowed
to flow in from a flow path portion separate from a flow
path portion allowing the platelet-containing component
to flow into the third chamber during the introduction of
the platelet additive solution into the third chamber.
[0020] By the platelet additive solution and the platelet-
containing component being allowed to flow in from the
separate flow path portions as described above, the in-
flow of the platelet additive solution to the third chamber
can be smoothly performed and the replacement with the
platelet additive solution can be performed more quickly
and stably.
[0021] Furthermore, it is preferable that only the plate-
let additive solution is allowed to flow into the third cham-
ber by the inflow of the platelet-containing component
being stopped during the introduction of the platelet ad-
ditive solution into the third chamber.
[0022] The other separated component is replaced fur-
ther smoothly with the platelet additive solution by only
the platelet additive solution being allowed to flow in dur-
ing the introduction of the platelet additive solution as
described above.
[0023] Moreover, a speed of the introduction of the
platelet additive solution into the third chamber may be
higher during the collection of the platelets than during
the replacement of the other component with the platelet
additive solution.
[0024] The platelets aggregated in the third chamber
can be recovered as the washed platelets while being
broken by the platelet additive solution by the introduction
speed of the platelet additive solution being increased
during the collection of the platelets as described above.
[0025] A platelet collection system according to the
present invention includes a primary separation unit in-
cluding a first chamber accommodating whole blood col-
lected from a donor and separating the whole blood into
a first blood component including a large number of plate-
lets and a remaining component by performing centrifu-
gal separation, a secondary separation unit including a
second chamber accommodating the first blood compo-
nent transferred from the primary separation unit and
separating the first blood component into a platelet-con-
taining component and a second blood component by

performing centrifugal separation, a tertiary separation
unit including a third chamber accommodating the plate-
let-containing component transferred from the secondary
separation unit and separating the platelet-containing
component into platelets and another component by per-
forming centrifugal separation, and a centrifugal force
application unit applying a centrifugal force to the primary
to tertiary separation units, in which the tertiary separa-
tion unit replaces the other component resulting from the
centrifugal separation with a platelet additive solution by
the platelet additive solution being introduced after an
inflow of the platelet-containing component is stopped
and allows the platelets remaining after the replacement
to flow out along with the platelet additive solution.
[0026] According to the above, the platelet collection
system replaces the other component with the platelet
additive solution by introducing the platelet additive so-
lution after the inflow of the platelet-containing compo-
nent to the third chamber is stopped, and thus plasma
can be easily removed from the platelet-containing com-
ponent. Accordingly, washed platelets with a sufficiently
low plasma content can be further reliably and efficiently
obtained.
[0027] In this case, the collection system may include
a first flow path portion allowing the platelet-containing
component to flow into the third chamber, a second flow
path portion allowing the platelet additive solution to flow
into the third chamber, a first clamp opening and closing
the first flow path portion, and a second clamp opening
and closing the second flow path portion. The second
clamp may be closed when the first clamp is opened and
the second clamp may be opened when the first clamp
is closed.
[0028] The collection system is capable of easily
switching between the supply of the platelet-containing
component and the supply of the platelet additive solution
to the third chamber by switching the opening and closing
of the first and second clamps as described above.
[0029] The platelet collection method and the platelet
collection system according to the present invention al-
low washed platelets with a sufficiently low plasma con-
tent to be further reliably and efficiently obtained.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0030]

Fig. 1 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an overall
configuration of a collection system according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically illustrating a
circuit configuration example of a blood sampling cir-
cuit set illustrated in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a plan view illustrating an example of ar-
rangement of a primary separation bag, a secondary
separator, and a tertiary separator of the blood sam-
pling circuit set illustrated in Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the tertiary
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separator illustrated in Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along line V-V
of Fig. 4.
Fig. 6 is a flowchart of a platelet collection method
based on the blood sampling system illustrated in
Fig. 1.
Fig. 7 is a first explanatory diagram illustrating an
operation of the blood sampling circuit set during
component blood sampling.
Fig. 8A is a second explanatory diagram illustrating
the operation of the blood sampling circuit set leading
from Fig. 7, and Fig. 8B is a cross-sectional view
schematically illustrating the state of the tertiary sep-
arator in Fig. 8A.
Fig. 9A is a third explanatory diagram illustrating the
operation of the blood sampling circuit set leading
from Fig. 8A, and Fig. 9B is a cross-sectional view
schematically illustrating the state of the tertiary sep-
arator in Fig. 9A.
Fig. 10A is a fourth explanatory diagram illustrating
the operation of the blood sampling circuit set leading
from Fig. 9A, and Fig. 10B is a cross-sectional view
schematically illustrating the state of the tertiary sep-
arator in Fig. 10A.
Fig. 11 is a block diagram schematically illustrating
a circuit configuration example of a blood sampling
system according to a modification example.

Description of Embodiments

[0031] Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of a plate-
let collection method, a platelet collection system, a re-
covery device, and a separator according to the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to ac-
companying drawings.
[0032] The collection system according to the present
invention is configured as a blood apheresis system that
performs centrifugal separation on the blood of a donor
(such as a blood donor and a patient) outside his or her
body and collects platelets, which are a blood component
in the blood. A collection system for component blood
sampling that continuously takes whole blood from a do-
nor, performs centrifugal separation, and returns some
blood components to the donor will be described below.
The collection system can also be applied to a system
performing whole blood sampling by being appropriately
modified.
[0033] As illustrated in Fig. 1, a collection system 10
includes a blood sampling circuit set 12 (recovery device)
for storing a blood component and allowing the blood
component to flow and a centrifugal separation device
14 (centrifugal force application unit) applying a centrif-
ugal force to the blood sampling circuit set 12.
[0034] For contamination prevention and hygiene, the
blood sampling circuit set 12 is disposed of every time
the blood sampling circuit set 12 is used. The blood sam-
pling circuit set 12 is provided with a plurality of bags 16,
a plurality of tubes 18 leading to the bags 16, and a cas-

sette 20 formed on a predetermined path. The plurality
of tubes 18 is held in or connected to the cassette 20.
Each of the configurations of the blood sampling circuit
set 12 will be described later.
[0035] The centrifugal separation device 14 is a piece
of equipment repeatedly used for component blood sam-
pling and is provided in a medical facility, a vehicle for
blood sampling, or the like. The centrifugal separation
device 14 is provided with a box-shaped device main
body 22 formed to be relatively long in a height direction
and a rotor 24 rotatably accommodated in the device
main body 22.
[0036] The device main body 22 has a function to ac-
commodate each bag 16 of the blood sampling circuit
set 12 inside or hold each bag 16 of the blood sampling
circuit set 12 outside and control centrifugal separation
of blood taken into the blood sampling circuit set 12. The
device main body 22 is provided with a display operation
device 26 performing an operation and display at a time
when the centrifugal separation of the blood is performed,
an attachment portion 28 for attaching the cassette 20
of the blood sampling circuit set 12, and an accommo-
dating space 30 accommodating the rotor 24.
[0037] The attachment portion 28 of the device main
body 22 is formed in a frame shape on an upper portion
side of the device main body 22 and is configured such
that the cassette 20 is fitted into and held inside the at-
tachment portion 28. In addition, the attachment portion
28 is provided with a plurality of pumps 32 and a plurality
of clamps 34 illustrated in Fig. 2 at predetermined posi-
tions and is provided with a plurality of sensors (not illus-
trated). By the cassette 20 being attached to the attach-
ment portion 28, the pumps 32, the clamps 34, and the
sensors are arranged on a path that the tube 18 and the
cassette 20 of the blood sampling circuit set 12 constitute.
[0038] The accommodating space 30 of the device
main body 22 is disposed below the attachment portion
28 and is formed in a cylindrical shape extending along
the up-down direction of the device main body 22. A ro-
tary drive source (not illustrated) rotating the rotor 24 at-
tached thereto is disposed in a bottom portion of the ac-
commodating space 30.
[0039] The rotor 24 of the centrifugal separation device
14 is configured to be removable from the device main
body 22 and allows the blood sampling circuit set 12 to
be easily attached. The rotor 24 has a shaft portion 36
elongated in an up-down direction and a conduit housing
38 disposed in an upper end portion of the shaft portion
36. In a state where the rotor 24 is accommodated in the
accommodating space 30, a lower end portion of the shaft
portion 36 is connected and fixed to the rotary drive
source.
[0040] The conduit housing 38 is formed in an annular
shape and is larger in outer diameter than the shaft por-
tion 36. A primary separation bag 16A, which is a first
separation unit of the blood sampling circuit set 12, is
mounted along a circumferential direction on the outer
peripheral surface of the conduit housing 38. In addition,
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several cavity portions 38a in which a secondary sepa-
rator 40 (secondary separation unit) and a tertiary sep-
arator 42 (tertiary separation unit, separator) of the blood
sampling circuit set 12 are accommodated are disposed
in the conduit housing 38 (refer to Fig. 3). The conduit
housing 38 integrally rotates with the shaft portion 36
under the control of the device main body 22.
[0041] The connection states of each bag 16 and each
tube 18 of the blood sampling circuit set 12 will be de-
scribed below with reference to Fig. 2. The blood sam-
pling circuit set 12 has the primary separation bag 16A,
an ACD solution storage bag 16B, an auxiliary bag 16C,
an additive solution storage bag 16D, a PPP bag 16E, a
disposal bag 16F, and a WPC bag 16G as the plurality
of bags 16. An ACD solution, which is a blood anticoag-
ulant, is stored in advance in the ACD solution storage
bag 16B, and a platelet additive solution 102 is stored in
advance in the additive solution storage bag 16D. The
primary separation bag 16A, the auxiliary bag 16C, the
PPP bag 16E, the disposal bag 16F, and the WPC bag
16G have cavities capable of accommodating a fluid.
[0042] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the primary separation
bag 16A is formed as a belt-shaped bag. A first chamber
44 to which the whole blood of a donor is supplied is
disposed in the primary separation bag 16A. The primary
separation bag 16A is wound around the outer peripheral
surface of the conduit housing 38 when the blood sam-
pling circuit set 12 is attached. Alternatively, the conduit
housing 38 may also be configured to be provided with
a pocket (not illustrated) near the outer periphery thereof
to store the primary separation bag 16A. One end portion
and the other end portion of the primary separation bag
16A are connected by a connecting body (such as a
string, not illustrated) when the conduit housing 38 is
mounted.
[0043] An introduction tube 19a is connected to one
end portion side of the primary separation bag 16A. The
introduction tube 19a is held in the cassette 20 through
the inside of a bundle tube 46 illustrated in Fig. 1, is ex-
posed to the outside through a predetermined path in the
cassette 20, and is connected to a blood inlet-outlet por-
tion (not illustrated) of the donor. The blood inlet-outlet
portion is composed of, for example, an indwelling needle
that is inserted into and detained in the donor’s blood
vessel. As illustrated in Fig. 2, a pump 32a suctioning
blood from the blood inlet-outlet portion is disposed at
the half way position of the introduction tube 19a. In ad-
dition, a supply tube 19c of the ACD solution storage bag
16B is connected to the introduction tube 19a. A pump
32b suctioning the ACD solution from the ACD solution
storage bag 16B is disposed at the halfway position of
the supply tube 19c. As a result, the collection system
10 suppresses coagulation of the whole blood by sup-
plying the ACD solution to the introduction tube 19a.
[0044] After the whole blood flows into the first cham-
ber 44 from one end portion to which the introduction
tube 19a is connected, the whole blood flows in a circum-
ferential direction through the outer periphery of the con-

duit housing 38 along the belt shape of the primary sep-
aration bag 16A and heads for the other end portion.
Then, the whole blood is subjected to centrifugal sepa-
ration during the flow by receiving the centrifugal force
that results from the rotation of the rotor 24 (conduit hous-
ing 38) .
[0045] As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, first to third tubes
18a to 18c are connected to the other end portion side
of the primary separation bag 16A. The first tube 18a is
connected to the lower side of the other end portion of
the primary separation bag 16A and is connected to a
reservoir 48 disposed in the cassette 20 through the in-
side of the bundle tube 46. The first tube 18a allows con-
centrated erythrocytes (remaining component) generat-
ed by the centrifugal separation in the first chamber 44
to flow out to the reservoir 48.
[0046] The second tube 18b is connected to the upper
side of the other end portion of the primary separation
bag 16A. The second tube 18b branches into a fourth
tube 18d connected to the PPP bag 16E and a fifth tube
18e connected to the reservoir 48 at a branch point α1
through a predetermined path in the bundle tube 46 and
the cassette 20. A pump 32c is disposed at the halfway
position of the second tube 18b, and the pump 32c allows
a plasma component (platelet poor plasma) generated
by the centrifugal separation of the whole blood to flow
out or flow in. In addition, a clamp 34b is disposed on the
fourth tube 18d and a clamp 34a is disposed on the fifth
tube 18e.
[0047] The third tube 18c is connected to the up-down
direction intermediate portion of the other end portion of
the primary separation bag 16A. The end portion of the
third tube 18c that is on the opposite side is connected
to the secondary separator 40 in the conduit housing 38.
The third tube 18c allows a buffy coat (first blood com-
ponent) generated by the centrifugal separation of the
whole blood to flow out. The buffy coat includes a leuko-
cyte component and platelet rich plasma (platelet-con-
taining component). In other words, the buffy coat has a
large number of platelets.
[0048] The secondary separator 40 has a second
chamber 50 temporarily accommodating the buffy coat
and performs further centrifugal separation on the buffy
coat by the centrifugal force being applied from the con-
duit housing 38. The secondary separator 40 is formed
in a conical shape. In a state where the conduit housing
38 is attached, a top portion of the secondary separator
40 is arranged on a side far from the centrifugal center
and a bottom surface of the secondary separator 40 is
arranged on a side close to the centrifugal center as il-
lustrated in Fig. 3. The third tube 18c is connected to the
top portion of the secondary separator 40, and a sixth
tube 18f (first flow path portion) is connected to the bottom
surface of the secondary separator 40. In addition, the
secondary separator 40 has a plurality of steps on a ta-
pered side surface. Accordingly, once the buffy coat is
subjected to the centrifugal separation, the leukocyte
component (second blood component) with a heavy spe-
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cific gravity is caught in each step and a platelet-contain-
ing component 100 (refer also to Fig. 8B) including plate-
lets and plasma with a light specific gravity is brought to
the centrifugal center. Then, the platelet-containing com-
ponent 100 is allowed to flow out from the sixth tube 18f.
[0049] The sixth tube 18f is connected to the cassette
20 through the inside of the bundle tube 46 from the sec-
ondary separator 40, is merged with a seventh tube 18g
(second flow path portion) at a merging point β1 in the
cassette 20, and is connected to an eighth tube 18h. A
clamp 34c (first clamp) is disposed at the halfway position
of the sixth tube 18f. The seventh tube 18g leads to the
additive solution storage bag 16D, and a clamp 34d (sec-
ond clamp) is disposed at the halfway position of the sev-
enth tube 18g. The eighth tube 18h extends between the
merging point β1 and a branch point α2 and is provided
with a pump 32d at the halfway position of the eighth tube
18h. Then, the eighth tube 18hbranches into aninth tube
18i connected to the reservoir 48 and a tenth tube 18j
connected to the tertiary separator 42 at the branch point
α2. In addition, a clamp 34e is disposed on the ninth tube
18i and a clamp 34f is disposed on the tenth tube 18j.
[0050] The end portion of the tenth tube 18j that is on
the side opposite to the branch point α2 is connected to
an inflow port 77 of the tertiary separator 42. The tertiary
separator 42 has a third chamber 52 accommodated in
the conduit housing 38 and temporarily storing the plate-
let-containing component 100 flowing in from the sixth
tube 18f and the platelet additive solution 102 flowing in
from the seventh tube 18g. The tertiary separator 42 sep-
arates the platelet-containing component 100 into plas-
ma (another component) and platelets by the centrifugal
force being applied. The configuration of the tertiary sep-
arator 42 will be described in detail later. Two tubes (elev-
enth and twelfth tubes 18k and 181) extending into the
cassette 20 through the bundle tube 46 are connected
to the tertiary separator 42.
[0051] The eleventh tube 18k is a tube through which
mainly plasma flows out from the tertiary separator 42,
and the twelfth tube 181 is a tube through which mainly
platelets flow out from the tertiary separator 42. Clamps
34g and 34h are disposed on the eleventh and twelfth
tubes 18k and 181, respectively. In addition, the eleventh
and twelfth tubes 18k and 181 have end portions merged
with each other at a merging point β2 and connected to
a thirteenth tube 18m. The thirteenth tube 18m is divided
into a fourteenth tube 18n connected to the reservoir 48
and a fifteenth tube 18o at a branch point α3 downstream
of the thirteenth tube 18m. A clamp 34i is disposed on
the fourteenth tube 18n. Furthermore, the fifteenth tube
18o is divided into a sixteenth tube 18p connected to the
disposal bag 16F and a seventeenth tube 18q connected
to the WPC bag 16G at a branch point α4. Clamps 34j
and 34k are disposed on the sixteenth and seventeenth
tubes 18p and 18q, respectively.
[0052] In addition, the reservoir 48 disposed in the cas-
sette 20 temporarily stores the blood components re-
turned to the donor. An eighteenth tube 18r connected

to the auxiliary bag 16C and a delivery tube 19b connect-
ed to the blood inlet-outlet portion of the donor as well
as the first, fifth, ninth, and fourteenth tubes 18a, 18e,
18i, and 18n are connected to the reservoir 48. The in-
troduction tube 19a, the delivery tube 19b, and the supply
tube 19c are connected to the cassette 20 as a triple
tube. A pump 32e for allowing the blood components
returned to the donor to flow is disposed at the halfway
position of the delivery tube 19b. Although the present
embodiment is configured such that the introduction tube
19a and the delivery tube 19b are connected to the single
indwelling needle in the blood inlet-outlet portion and
blood sampling and blood returning are performed with
the same needle, the collection system 10 may also be
configured such that the blood sampling and the blood
returning are performed on separate paths by two or more
needles being used.
[0053] The blood sampling circuit set 12 is configured
as described above by being attached to the centrifugal
separation device 14. The blood sampling circuit set 12
performs the centrifugal separation of the whole blood of
the donor by the conduit housing 38, the pump 32, and
the clamp 34 being operated at an appropriate timing
when the centrifugal separation device 14 is driven.
[0054] Next, the configuration of the tertiary separator
42 described above will be described in detail. As illus-
trated in Fig. 3, the tertiary separator 42 is fixedly ar-
ranged in the cavity portion 38a formed near the inside
of the conduit housing 38. As a result, a centrifugal force
weaker than the centrifugal force that is applied to the
primary separation bag 16A and the secondary separator
40 is applied to the tertiary separator 42 as the conduit
housing 38 rotates. In addition, the centrifugal separation
device 14 has the tertiary separator 42 arranged at the
position on the side opposite to both end portions of the
primary separation bag 16A attached to the conduit hous-
ing 38 across the centrifugal center so that the rotation
of the conduit housing 38 is stabilized during the centrif-
ugal separation . The arrangement position of the tertiary
separator 42 maybe designed freely. For example, the
tertiary separator 42 may be put in the vicinity of the ar-
rangement position of the secondary separator 40.
[0055] As illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, a container 58
(main body portion) capable of storing the platelet-con-
taining component 100 and the platelet additive solution
102 constitutes the tertiary separator 42. In front view as
seen from the centrifugal center, the container 58 is
formed in a substantially rectangular shape. In addition,
the container 58 has a first region 54 that extends to one
side from the middle portion thereof in a longitudinal di-
rection (arrow A direction) and is thick in a centrifugal
direction (arrow B1 direction) in plan view and a second
region 56 that extends to the other side in the longitudinal
direction and is thin in the centrifugal direction in plan
view. The first region 54 and the second region 56 have
widths in a short direction set to be equal to each other
and are continuous to each other. In front view, one side
of the first region 54 in the longitudinal direction is formed
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on a side that has a round corner which has a large radius
of curvature. In front view, the other side of the second
region 56 in the longitudinal direction is formed on a side
that has a round corner which has a small radius of cur-
vature.
[0056] The first region 54 has a first bottom portion 60
that is significantly away from a ceilingportion 74 on the
centrifugal center side toward the centrifugal direction,
and thus a first space 52a that has a large volume is built
on the inside thereof. The second region 56 has a second
bottom portion 62 that is slightly away from the ceiling
portion 74 toward the centrifugal direction, and thus a
second space 52b that has a small volume is built on the
inside thereof. In other words, the first bottom portion 60
is at a position that is more away from the centrifugal
center than the position of the second bottom portion 62.
The ceiling portions 74 of the first region 54 and the sec-
ond region 56 are flush with and continuous to each other.
The first space 52a and the second space 52b constitute
the third chamber 52 by communicating with each other
in the longitudinal direction.
[0057] In addition, the container 58 is configured to be
capable of being divided into a vessel portion 66 that has
the third chamber 52 described above and has an open-
ing portion 64 of the third chamber 52 in the direction
(anti-centrifugal direction: arrow B2 direction) opposite
to the centrifugal direction and a lid portion 68 attached
to the opening portion 64 of the vessel portion 66.
[0058] The vessel portion 66 has the first and second
bottom portions 60 and 62 described above and a side
wall 70 protruding from each of the bottom portions 60
and 62 toward the anti-centrifugal direction. The side wall
70 forms the third chamber 52 by surrounding the first
and second bottom portions 60 and 62 in a circumferen-
tial direction. In addition, the vessel portion 66 has a step
wall 72 on the boundary between the first bottom portion
60 and the second bottom portion 62 because the depths
(heights) of the first bottom portion 60 and the second
bottom portion 62 differ from each other.
[0059] In front view, the step wall 72 is shaped such
that the up-down direction middle portion thereof is re-
cessed toward the second region 56 side. An accommo-
dating portion 54a accommodating (accumulating) plate-
lets as centrifugal separation proceeds is configured in-
side the first bottom portion 60, the step wall 72, and the
side wall 70 that is up to the same height as the step wall
72 from the first bottom portion 60. In other words, the
accommodating portion 54a is a space set at the part of
the first space 52a that is near the first bottom portion 60
(on the arrow B1 direction side).
[0060] In the cross-sectional view that is illustrated in
Fig. 5, the step wall 72 is formed as a wall orthogonal to
the first and second bottom portions 60 and 62, and thus
the platelets are accumulated with greater ease. Further-
more, it is preferable that the height of the step wall 72
(distance in the anti-centrifugal direction from the first
bottom portion 60 to the second bottom portion 62) is set
to be equal to or greater than the height of the separation

boundary surface at a time when the platelet-containing
component 100 is separated into platelets and plasma
as a result of centrifugal separation. As a result, an over-
flow of platelets from the step wall 72 can be significantly
suppressed, and thus an outflow of platelets from the
third chamber 52 can be suppressed and plasma can be
discharged in a more reliable manner.
[0061] The lid portion 68 has the ceiling portion 74 that
has a flat plate shape corresponding to the front shape
of the side wall 70 of the vessel portion 66, and the ceiling
portion 74 closes the opening portion 64 of the vessel
portion 66 by appropriate attachment means such as ad-
hesion. A plurality of attachment ports 76 for attaching
the tubes 18 connected to the tertiary separator 42 is
disposed in the ceiling portion 74 of the lid portion 68.
[0062] The plurality of attachment ports 76 is formed
in a tubular shape and extends in the direction (arrow B
direction) that is orthogonal to the plane direction of the
ceiling portion 74. A communication passage 76a is
formed along an axial direction through the axial center
portion of each attachment port 76. The diameters of the
communication passages 76a of the attachment ports 76
may be set to be equal to each other or may differ from
each other depending on fluids scheduled to flow. Each
attachment port 76 is composed of a pair of the inflow
ports 77, an outflow port 78, and a recovery port 79.
[0063] The pair of inflow ports 77 allows the platelet-
containing component 100 and the platelet additive so-
lution 102 to flow into the third chamber 52 by the tenth
tube 18j of the blood sampling circuit set 12 being con-
nected to the pair of inflow ports 77. In other words, the
tenth tube 18j bifurcates at the halfway position that
reaches the tertiary separator 42 from the branch point
α2 in Fig. 2 and the branch tubes are mounted at the pair
of inflow ports 77, respectively.
[0064] The blood sampling circuit set 12 is capable of
constituting various circuits as well as the above-de-
scribed circuit allowing the platelet-containing compo-
nent 100 and the platelet additive solution 102 to flow in
from the common inflow ports 77. In an alternative con-
figuration, for example, the platelet-containing compo-
nent 100 and the platelet additive solution 102 may be
allowed to separately flow in by the sixth tube 18f being
connected to one of the inflow ports 77 and the seventh
tube 18g being connected to the other inflow port 77. In
addition, it is a matter of course that one or three or more
inflow ports 77 may be disposed.
[0065] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the pair of inflow ports
77 is formed near one side of the first region 54 in the
longitudinal direction and at positions separated from
each other in the short direction. In addition, as illustrated
in Fig. 5, each inflow port 77 protrudes in the centrifugal
direction and the anti-centrifugal direction (arrow B2 di-
rection) from the ceiling portion 74 as a base point. The
protruding end of each inflow port 77 that protrudes in
the centrifugal direction is arranged close to the first bot-
tom portion 60 of the third chamber 52 (in the accommo-
dating portion 54a) and has an inflow portion 77α allowing
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the communication passage 76a and the third chamber
52 to communicate with each other. In this case, two
openings 77a of the pair of inflow ports 77 constitute the
inflow portion 77α. The inflow portion 77α may also be
composed of one or three or more openings 77a . In plan
view, the openings 77a are arranged in the first space
52a (accommodating portion 54a). An opening 77b al-
lowing a fluid in the tenth tube 18j to flow into the com-
munication passage 76a is disposed at the protruding
end of each inflow port 77 that protrudes in the anti-cen-
trifugal direction.
[0066] The outflow port 78 allows mainly plasma 106
and the platelet additive solution 102 to flow out from the
third chamber 52 by the eleventh tube 18k of the blood
sampling circuit set 12 being connected to the outflow
port 78. In front view, the outflow port 78 is disposed at
a position in close proximity to an upper side corner por-
tion of the second region 56. In addition, the outflow port
78 protrudes in the anti-centrifugal direction from the ceil-
ing portion 74 and does not protrude in the centrifugal
direction from the ceiling portion 74. An opening 78a (out-
flow portion) allowing a fluid to flow out to the communi-
cation passage 76a of the outflow port 78 is disposed on
the surface of the ceiling portion 74 that is opposite to
the place where the outflow port 78 is formed. In other
words, the opening 78a is arranged in the second region
56 in plan view. The outflow portion is not limited to the
single opening 78a and may also be composed of two or
more openings 78a (outflow ports 78). An opening 78b
allowing the fluid in the communication passage 76a to
flow out to the eleventh tube 18k is disposed at the pro-
truding end of the outflow port 78 that protrudes in the
anti-centrifugal direction.
[0067] The recovery port 79 allows washed platelets
and the platelet additive solution 102 to flow out from the
third chamber 52 by the twelfth tube 181 of the blood
sampling circuit set 12 being connected to the recovery
port 79. The recovery port 79 is formed in the longitudinal
direction middle portion (first region 54) and the up-down
direction middle portion of the ceiling portion 74. As is
the case with the inflow port 77, the recovery port 79
protrudes from the ceiling portion 74 in the centrifugal
direction and the anti-centrifugal direction alike. An open-
ing 79a (recovery unit) allowing a fluid in the third cham-
ber 52 to flow into the communication passage 76a is
disposed at the protruding end of the recovery port 79
that protrudes in the centrifugal direction. In other words,
the opening 79a is arranged at a position more away from
the centrifugal center than the opening 78a of the outflow
port 78 (position substantially equivalent to the opening
77a) . The recovery unit is not limited to the single open-
ing 79a and may be composed of two or more openings
79a (recovery ports 79) as well. An opening 79b allowing
the fluid in the communication passage 76a to flow out
to the twelfth tube 181 is disposed at the protruding end
of the recovery port 79 that protrudes in the anti-centrif-
ugal direction.
[0068] The tertiary separator 42 is not limited to the

configuration described above and various application
examples and modification examples can be adopted for
the tertiary separator 42. For example, the tertiary sep-
arator 42 may have two or more outflow ports 78 and
recovery ports 79 disposed therein or the inflow port 77,
the outflow port 78, or the recovery port 79 may be dis-
posed in the vessel portion 66. Furthermore, the tertiary
separator 42 may be configured such that the platelet-
containing component 100 and the platelet additive so-
lution 102 are supplied to the vicinity of the longitudinal
direction middle portion thereof by the installation posi-
tions of the inflow port 77 and the recovery port 79 in a
width direction being exchanged with each other.
[0069] In addition, for example, the tertiary separator
42 may be configured to have a flush bottom portion (ac-
commodating portion 54a) sufficiently away from the
opening 78a of the outflow port 78 toward the centrifugal
direction without being provided with the first bottom por-
tion 60 and the second bottom portion 62 that have dif-
ferent heights. In other words, the tertiary separator 42
may be capable of allowing plasma to flow out after cen-
trifugal separation into platelets and the plasma is per-
formed in the third chamber 52, and the shape thereof
and the position of the opening of the port are not partic-
ularly limited. The first and second bottom portions 60
and 62 may also be formed in a recessed shape, a pro-
truding shape, and so on without being formed in a flat
shape in sectional plan view.
[0070] Basically, the collection system 10 according to
the present embodiment is configured as described
above. The action and effect thereof will be described
below.
[0071] While preparing the collection system 10, a
medical professional such as a doctor and a nurse at-
taches the blood sampling circuit set 12 to the centrifugal
separation device 14 with the tubes 18 appropriately
wired to the cassette 20. At this time, the medical pro-
fessional winds the primary separation bag 16A around
the outer peripheral surface of the conduit housing 38
and accommodates the rotor 24 in the accommodating
space 30 of the centrifugal separation device 14. In ad-
dition, the medical professional mounts the cassette 20
in the attachment portion 28 of the centrifugal separation
device 14 and hangs the other bags 16B to 16G on a
stand (not illustrated) or the like. As a result of the mount-
ing of the cassette 20, the clamps 34, the pumps 32, and
the sensors are arranged at predetermined positions of
the tubes 18.
[0072] During component blood sampling, the medical
professional first punctures the donor with the indwelling
needle and builds the blood inlet-outlet portion by con-
necting connectors of the introduction tube 19a and the
delivery tube 19b of the blood sampling circuit set 12 to
the indwelling needle. Then, an operation of the collection
system 10 is initiated. The collection system 10 collects
platelets by performing extracorporeal blood component
treatment along the procedure of the flowchart that is
illustrated in Fig. 6 based on control by a control unit (not
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illustrated) disposed in the centrifugal separation device
14.
[0073] In this case, the collection system 10 accom-
modates the whole blood of the donor in the first chamber
44 of the primary separation bag 16A (Step S1) and per-
forms centrifugal separation on the whole blood by rotat-
ing the primary separation bag 16A (Step S2). Next, the
buffy coat that is separated by the whole blood being
subjected to the centrifugal separation is transferred from
the first chamber 44 to the second chamber 50 of the
secondary separator 40 (Step S3) and the buffy coat is
subjected to centrifugal separation by the secondary sep-
arator 40 being rotated (Step S4). Next, the platelet-con-
taining component 100 that is separated by the buffy coat
being subjected to the centrifugal separation is trans-
ferred from the second chamber 50 to the third chamber
52 of the tertiary separator 42 (Step S5) and the platelet-
containing component 100 is subjected to centrifugal
separation by the tertiary separator 42 being rotated
(Step S6). Furthermore, the platelet additive solution 102
is introduced into the third chamber 52 and the plasma
that is separated by the platelet-containing component
100 being subjected to the centrifugal separation is re-
placed with the platelet additive solution 102 (Step S7).
Then, the platelets that remain in the third chamber 52
are collected along with the platelet additive solution 102
(Step S8) . This platelet collection method will be de-
scribed in further detail below.
[0074] As illustrated in Fig. 7, the collection system 10
suctions whole blood WB from the blood inlet-outlet por-
tion formed in the donor by driving the pump 32a of the
introduction tube 19a and allows the whole blood WB to
flow into the first chamber 44 of the primary separation
bag 16A in Step S1. Preferably, the flow velocity of the
whole blood WB is, for example, 60 mL/min to 120
mL/min. At this time, coagulation of the whole blood WB
is suppressed by the pump 32b being driven and the ACD
solution being supplied from the ACD solution storage
bag 16B. The whole blood WB is continuously supplied
to the first chamber 44 and flows from one end side of
the belt shape to which the introduction tube 19a is con-
nected toward the other end side (refer also to Fig. 1).
[0075] During this flow, the centrifugal separation de-
vice 14 executes Step S2. In other words, a centrifugal
force is applied to the primary separation bag 16A by the
rotor 24 being rotated at a predetermined rotation speed.
As a result, the whole blood WB is separated into con-
centrated erythrocytes, platelet poor plasma, and a buffy
coat BC depending on the specific gravities of the com-
ponents when the whole blood WB flows to the other end
side.
[0076] In Step S3, the centrifugal separation device 14
allows the buffy coat BC to flow to the secondary sepa-
rator 40 via the third tube 18c by driving the pump 32d.
In addition, the centrifugal separation device 14 allows
the concentrated erythrocytes to flow to the reservoir 48
via the first tube 18a. Furthermore, the centrifugal sepa-
ration device 14 allows the platelet poor plasma to flow

to the reservoir 48 via the second and fifth tubes 18b and
18e by driving the pump 32c, opening the clamp 34a,
and closing the clamp 34b.
[0077] The secondary separator 40 executes Step S4
by a centrifugal force being applied as the conduit hous-
ing 38 rotates . In other words, the buffy coat BC is sub-
jected to centrifugal separation in the second chamber
50 and separated into leukocytes and the platelet-con-
taining component 100. Then, the centrifugal separation
device 14 allows the platelet-containing component 100
to temporarily flow to the reservoir 48 by opening the
clamps 34c and 34e and closing the clamps 34d and 34f.
[0078] Subsequently, the centrifugal separation de-
vice 14 executes Step S5. In other words, the centrifugal
separation device 14 allows the platelet-containing com-
ponent 100 to flow from the secondary separator 40 to
the tertiary separator 42 by closing the clamp 34e and
opening the clamp 34f as illustrated in Fig. 8A. At this
time, a flow of the platelet additive solution 102 is regu-
lated by the clamp 34d remaining closed. In addition, the
centrifugal separation device 14 stores the platelet poor
plasma in the PPP bag 16E by closing the clamp 34a
and opening the clamp 34b.
[0079] As Step S5 is initiated, the platelet-containing
component 100 flows into the tertiary separator 42 via
the sixth, eighth, and tenth tubes 18f, 18h, and 18j (refer
to Fig. 8B). The opening 77a of the inflow port 77 is in
close proximity to the first bottom portion 60, and thus
the platelet-containing component 100 is supplied to the
first space 52a from a position close to the first bottom
portion 60. In addition, since a plurality of the openings
77a of the inflow ports 77 is disposed in the container 58,
an equal inflow of the platelet-containing component 100
is performed without the platelet-containing component
100 concentrating on one place.
[0080] Then, the centrifugal separation device 14 ex-
ecutes Step S6 by the centrifugal force being applied as
the conduit housing 38 rotates. In other words, the plate-
let-containing component 100 is subjected to centrifugal
separation in the first space 52a of the third chamber 52
and separated into platelets 104 and the plasma 106. At
this time, the platelets 104 move more in the centrifugal
direction (that is, to the accommodating portion 54a of
the first space 52a) than the plasma 106. Then, a move-
ment of the platelets 104 to the second space 52b side
is suppressed by the step wall 72. The plasma 106, in
contrast, gathers in the anti-centrifugal direction and eas-
ily flows from the first space 52a to the second space 52b
as the platelet-containing component 100 continuously
flows in. Then, the plasma 106 flows into the opening
78a of the outflow port 78 and flows to the outside of the
tertiary separator 42. Accordingly, the platelets 104 are
gradually accumulated and concentrated in the accom-
modating portion 54a.
[0081] As illustrated in Fig. 8A, the centrifugal separa-
tion device 14 guides the plasma 106 flowing out from
the outflow port 78 to the reservoir 48 by opening the
clamps 34g and 34i and closing the clamp 34h. The blood

15 16 



EP 3 342 434 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

components stored in the reservoir 48 (such as the con-
centrated erythrocytes and the plasma) flow and return
to the blood inlet-outlet portion of the donor via the de-
livery tube 19b under the driving of the pump 32e. Then,
the centrifugal separation device 14 maintains the states
that are illustrated in Figs. 8A and 8B (that is, continues
to execute Steps S1 to S6) until the platelet poor plasma
is sufficiently stored in the PPP bag 16E. Once the stor-
age in the PPP bag 16E is over, the platelet poor plasma
is allowed to flow to the reservoir 48 by the clamp 34b
being closed and the clamp 34a being opened (refer to
Fig. 9A).
[0082] After the platelets 104 are concentrated in the
third chamber 52, the centrifugal separation device 14
closes the clamps 34c and 34e and opens the clamps
34d and 34f as illustrated in Fig. 9A. As a result, the cen-
trifugal separation device 14 supplies the platelet additive
solution 102 to the tertiary separator 42.
[0083] In other words, the centrifugal separation de-
vice 14 executes Step S7 and allows the platelet additive
solution 102 to flow into the third chamber 52 from the
inflow port 77 as illustrated in Fig. 9B. The platelet addi-
tive solution 102 is lighter in specific gravity than the plate-
lets 104, and thus moves in the anti-centrifugal direction
upon receiving the centrifugal force from the conduit
housing 38. Then, the platelet additive solution 102 flows
to the outflow port 78 side while pushing out the plasma
106 in the third chamber 52 by being continuously sup-
plied from the inflow port 77 and is discharged from the
tertiary separator 42. Accordingly, the plasma 106 is re-
placed with the platelet additive solution 102 in the third
chamber 52 with the platelets 104 remaining.
[0084] Referring back to Fig. 9A, the centrifugal sepa-
ration device 14 closes the clamp 34i and opens the
clamp 34j as the platelet additive solution 102 is supplied
to the tertiary separator 42. As a result, an inflow of the
platelet additive solution 102 to the donor via the reservoir
48 and the blood inlet-outlet portion is prevented by the
plasma 106 and the platelet additive solution 102 flowing
to the disposal bag 16F.
[0085] After continuing with the state that is illustrated
in Figs. 9A and 9B to some extent, the centrifugal sepa-
ration device 14 returns some of the platelet poor plasma
taken into the PPP bag 16E to the primary separation
bag 16A by driving the pump 32c as illustrated in Fig.
10A. Then, the platelet poor plasma is allowed to flow
from the primary separation bag 16A to the reservoir 48
and the blood components are returned to the donor via
the delivery tube 19b.
[0086] Subsequently, the application of the centrifugal
force to the primary separation bag 16A, the secondary
separator 40, and the tertiary separator 42 is stopped by
the rotation of the rotor 24 being stopped. Then, the cen-
trifugal separation device 14 intensively supplies the
platelet additive solution 102 to the third chamber 52 by
increasing the flow velocity (introduction speed) of the
platelet additive solution 102 under the driving of the
pump 32d in order to execute Step S8. For example, the

introduction speed of the platelet additive solution 102 is
approximately 100 mL/min in Step S8 whereas the intro-
duction speed of the platelet additive solution 102 is ap-
proximately 5 mL/min in Step S7.
[0087] As a result, the platelet additive solution 102
strongly bumps into the platelets 104 in the third chamber
52, breaks the aggregation of the platelets 104, and al-
lows washed platelets 108 in which the platelets 104 and
the platelet additive solution 102 are mixed with each
other to flow out from the recovery port 79 as illustrated
in Fig. 10B. At this time, an outflow of the washed platelets
108 from the outflow port 78 is prevented by the clamp
34h being open and the clamp 34g remaining closed.
The washed platelets 108 have a plasma content of 5%
or less since the plasma 106 is replaced with the platelet
additive solution 102.
[0088] As illustrated in Fig. 10A, the washed platelets
108 are stored in the WPC bag 16G by the clamp 34j
remaining closed and the clamp 34k being open. Then,
the clamp 34j is closed and collection of the washed plate-
lets 108 is terminated once the washed platelets 108 are
stored by a target amount in the WPC bag 16G.
[0089] As described above, the platelet collection
method and the collection system 10 according to the
present embodiment allow the washed platelets 108 to
be obtained by the platelet-containing component 100
transferred to the third chamber 52 being separated into
the platelets 104 and the plasma 106 as a result of cen-
trifugal separation and the plasma 106 being replaced
with the platelet additive solution 102. As a result, the
washed platelets 108 with a sufficiently low plasma con-
tent can be further reliably and efficiently obtained by the
plasma 106 being easily removed from the platelet-con-
taining component 100. A reduction in side effects of
blood transfusion can be anticipated from the generated
washed platelets 108.
[0090] In this case, a centrifugal force differing from
the centrifugal force that is applied to the first and second
chambers 44 and 50 is applied for the centrifugal sepa-
ration in the third chamber 52 during the collection of the
platelets 104, and thus the platelet-containing compo-
nent 100 can be separated into the platelets 104 and the
plasma 106 in a satisfactory manner. In addition, since
the first chamber 44 and the second chamber 50 com-
municate with each other and the second chamber 50
and the third chamber 52 communicate with each other,
the blood components become free to flow and the circuit
that collects the platelets 104 from the whole blood WB
is configured in a simple and hygienic manner. Further-
more, since the leukocytes are separated in the second
chamber 50, mixing of the leukocytes with the platelet-
containing component 100 supplied to the third chamber
52 can be suppressed and the washed platelets 108 in-
cluding few leukocytes can be obtained.
[0091] During the centrifugal separation, the third
chamber 52 of the collection system 10 allows the plasma
106 to flow out while introducing the platelet-containing
component 100, and thus the platelets 104 can be con-
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centrated in the third chamber 52 by the centrifugal sep-
aration of the platelet-containing component 100 being
continuously performed. In addition, an inflow of the
platelet additive solution 102 to the donor can be pre-
vented and the plasma 106 can be returned in a satis-
factory manner by the flow destination of the plasma 106
resulting from the centrifugal separation in the third
chamber 52 being selectively changed. Furthermore,
since the platelet additive solution 102 is allowed to flow
in from the seventh tube 18g unlike the platelet-contain-
ing component 100, the inflow to the third chamber 52
can be smoothly performed and the replacement with the
platelet additive solution 102 can be performed more
quickly and stably.
[0092] Moreover, according to the method for collect-
ing the platelets 104 and in the collection system 10, only
the platelet additive solution 102 flows in during the in-
troduction of the platelet additive solution 102, and thus
the replacement of the separated plasma 106 with the
platelet additive solution 102 is smoothly performed. At
this time, the collection system 10 is capable of easily
switching between the supply of the platelet-containing
component 100 and the supply of the platelet additive
solution 102 to the third chamber 52 by switching the
opening and closing of the clamps 34c and 34d. Also,
during the collection of the platelets 104, the platelets
104 aggregated in the third chamber 52 can be recovered
as the washed platelets 108 while being broken by the
platelet additive solution 102 by the introduction speed
of the platelet additive solution 102 being increased.
[0093] Since the tertiary separator 42 for the platelets
104 and the blood sampling circuit set 12 according to
the present invention have the accommodating portion
54a, the plasma 106 resulting from centrifugal separation
can be brought in the anti-centrifugal direction and al-
lowed to flow out from the opening 78a of the outflow port
78 with the platelets 104 resulting from centrifugal sep-
aration accommodated. As a result, the tertiary separator
42 is capable of recovering the washed platelets 108 with
a low plasma content further reliably and efficiently from
the opening 79a of the recovery port 79. At this time, the
platelets 104 remain in the first bottom portion 60 in a
stable manner and the plasma 106 can be allowed to
flow out from the third chamber 52 in a satisfactory man-
ner since the tertiary separator 42 has the step wall 72
between the first bottom portion 60 and the second bot-
tom portion 62.
[0094] The tertiary separator 42 is capable of aggre-
gating the platelets 104 in the accommodating portion
54a after the centrifugal separation since the accommo-
dating portion 54a is disposed in the first region 54. Also,
the tertiary separator 42 is capable of holding the platelets
104 in the accommodating portion 54a by performing
centrifugal separation in the vicinity of the inflow of the
platelet-containing component 100 since the opening
77a of the inflow port 77 is in the first region 54. Accord-
ingly, the platelets 104 rarely flow to the second region
56 and the opening 78b of the outflow port 78 in the sec-

ond region 56 allows the plasma 106 not including the
platelets 104 to flow out in a satisfactory manner.
[0095] Furthermore, since the opening 79a of the re-
covery port 79 is arranged at the position more away from
the centrifugal center than the opening 78a of the outflow
port 78, the tertiary separator 42 is capable of smoothly
recovering the platelets 104 (washed platelets 108) heav-
ier in specific gravity than the plasma 106. At this time,
the collection system 10 is capable of immediately storing
the washed platelets 108 with a low plasma content in
the WPC bag 16G along with the platelet additive solution
102.
[0096] The present invention is not limited to the pre-
ferred embodiment described above. It is a matter of
course that the present invention can be modified in var-
ious forms within the scope of the present invention. In
an alternative configuration, for example, blood compo-
nents other than concentrated erythrocytes (components
including plasma, platelets, and leukocytes) may flow out
to the secondary separator 40 from the primary separa-
tion bag 16A as in a collection system 10A (blood sam-
pling circuit set 12A) according to the modification exam-
ple that is illustrated in Fig. 11. In this case, the secondary
separator 40 separates the received blood components
into leukocytes and the platelet-containing component
100 by performing centrifugal separation and the tertiary
separator 42 separates the platelet-containing compo-
nent 100 into the platelets 104 and the plasma 106 by
performing centrifugal separation. Then, the plasma 106
(platelet poor plasma) is stored in the PPP bag 16E first
downstream of the tertiary separator 42. Subsequently,
the plasma 106 is replaced with the platelet additive so-
lution 102 in the third chamber 52 by the platelet additive
solution 102 being supplied to the tertiary separator 42
and the washed platelets 108 with less plasma 106 are
stored in the WPC bag 16G along with the platelet addi-
tive solution 102. Even with this configuration, the
washed platelets 108 with a plasma content of 5% or less
can be collected in a satisfactory manner.

Claims

1. A platelet collection method comprising:

a step of accommodating whole blood collected
from a donor in a first chamber (44) and sepa-
rating the whole blood into a first blood compo-
nent including a large number of platelets and a
remaining component by performing centrifugal
separation;
a step of transferring the first blood component
from the first chamber (44) to a second chamber
(50);
a step of separating the first blood component
transferred to the second chamber (50) into a
platelet-containing component and a second
blood component by performing centrifugal sep-
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aration;
a step of transferring the platelet-containing
component from the second chamber (50) to a
third chamber (52);
a step of separating the platelet-containing com-
ponent transferred to the third chamber (52) into
platelets and another component by performing
centrifugal separation;
a step of introducing a platelet additive solution
into the third chamber (52) and replacing the oth-
er component with the platelet additive solution;
and
a step of collecting the platelets remaining in the
third chamber (52) along with the platelet addi-
tive solution.

2. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein a centrifugal force differing from a centrifu-
gal force applied to the first and second chambers
(44 and 50) is applied to the third chamber (52) during
the centrifugal separation in the third chamber (52).

3. The platelet collection method according to claim 2,
wherein the third chamber (52) has two outlets (78a
and 79a) having different distances from a centrifu-
gal center at the time of the centrifugal separation.

4. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein the blood component of the whole blood
flows in sequence through the first to third chambers
(44, 50, and 52) communicating with one another via
a tube (18).

5. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein the second chamber (50) is capable of sep-
arating leukocytes as the second blood component.

6. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein the platelets are allowed to remain in the
third chamber (52) by the other component being
allowed to flow to an outside of the third chamber
(52) while the platelet-containing component is in-
troduced into the third chamber (52) during the cen-
trifugal separation of the platelet-containing compo-
nent.

7. The platelet collection method according to claim 6,
wherein the other component is allowed to flow to a
reservoir (48) of the remaining component during the
centrifugal separation of the platelet-containing com-
ponent and the other component and the platelet ad-
ditive solution are allowed to flow to a disposal con-
tainer (16E) during the introduction of the platelet
additive solution into the third chamber (52).

8. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein the platelet additive solution is allowed to
flow in from a flow path portion (18i) separate from

a flow path portion (18h) allowing the platelet-con-
taining component to flow into the third chamber (52)
during the introduction of the platelet additive solu-
tion into the third chamber (52).

9. The platelet collection method according to claim 8,
wherein only the platelet additive solution is allowed
to flow into the third chamber (52) by the inflow of
the platelet-containing component being stopped
during the introduction of the platelet additive solu-
tion into the third chamber (52).

10. The platelet collection method according to claim 1,
wherein a speed of the introduction of the platelet
additive solution into the third chamber (52) is higher
during the collection of the platelets than during the
replacement of the other component with the platelet
additive solution.

11. A platelet collection system (10, 10A) comprising:

a primary separation unit (16A) including a first
chamber (44) accommodating whole blood col-
lected from a donor and separating the whole
blood into a first blood component including a
large number of platelets and a remaining com-
ponent by performing centrifugal separation;
a secondary separation unit (40) including a sec-
ond chamber (50) accommodating the first
blood component transferred from the primary
separation unit (16A) and separating the first
blood component into a platelet-containing com-
ponent and a second blood component by per-
forming centrifugal separation;
a tertiary separation unit (42) including a third
chamber (52) accommodating the platelet-con-
taining component transferred from the second-
ary separation unit (40) and separating the plate-
let-containing component into platelets and an-
other component by performing centrifugal sep-
aration; and
a centrifugal force application unit (14) applying
a centrifugal force to the primary to tertiary sep-
aration units (16A, 40, and 42),
wherein the tertiary separation unit (42) replaces
the other component resulting from the centrif-
ugal separation with a platelet additive solution
by the platelet additive solution being introduced
after an inflow of the platelet-containing compo-
nent is stopped and allows the platelets remain-
ing after the replacement to flow out along with
the platelet additive solution.

12. The platelet collection system (10, 10A) according
to claim 11,
wherein the collection system (10, 10A) comprises:

a first flow path portion (18h) allowing the plate-
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let-containing component to flow into the third
chamber (52);
a second flow path portion (18i) allowing the
platelet additive solution to flow into the third
chamber (52);
a first clamp (34d) opening and closing the first
flow path portion (18h); and
a second clamp (34e) opening and closing the
second flow path portion (18i), and
wherein the second clamp (34e) is closed when
the first clamp (34d) is opened and the second
clamp (34e) is opened when the first clamp (34d)
is closed.
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