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(54) FLUID PUMP LEAKAGE DIVERSION

(57) A piston rod assembly includes a piston rod hav-
ing a first end configured to contact fluid, a packing re-
tainer through which the piston rod extends, and one or
more packing rings. The packing retainer includes one
or more leakage ports forming passageways between an
inner surface and an outer surface of the packing retainer.
The one or more packing rings surround the piston rod,
are adjacent the inner surface of the packing retainer,
and are positioned between the one or more leakage
ports and a bottom end of the packing retainer. The one
or more leakage ports are positioned so that fluid that
leaks past the one or more packing rings will flow through
the one or more leakage ports.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S)

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Application No. 62/292,047 filed February 5,
2016 for "FLUID PUMP LEAKAGE DIVERSION," which
is fully incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present disclosure relates generally to fluid
dispensing systems, and in particular, to a piston pump
assembly for fluid dispensing systems.
[0003] Fluid dispensing systems may be used to spray
materials such as paint onto a desired surface. Fluid dis-
pensing systems such as paint sprayers often include
pump assemblies to move the paint through the system
from a reservoir to a spray gun. A piston pump assembly
may include a piston rod assembly having a piston rod
within a packing retainer.
[0004] During pumping operation, paint within the pis-
ton pump assembly may squeeze into the packing re-
tainer and leak further up the piston rod. In that case,
leaking paint can progress up the piston rod until it reach-
es the critical drive mechanisms of the paint sprayer, such
as the gearing and the motor. Such leaking paint can
cause damage to the critical drive mechanisms, which
can result in a non-functional sprayer. Therefore, a piston
pump assembly that simplifies identification of a paint
leak and prevents leaking paint from coming into contact
with and damaging the critical drive mechanisms of the
paint sprayer is needed.

SUMMARY

[0005] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a piston rod assembly comprising:
a piston rod having a first end configured to contact fluid;
a packing retainer though which the piston rod extends,
the packing retainer including one or more leakage ports
forming passageways between an inner surface and an
outer surface of the packing retainer; and one or more
packing rings that surround the piston rod, are adjacent
the inner surface of the packing retainer, and are posi-
tioned between the one or more leakage ports and a bot-
tom end of the packing retainer; wherein the one or more
leakage ports are positioned so that fluid that leaks past
the one or more packing rings will flow through the one
or more leakage ports.
[0006] Preferably, the packing retainer further com-
prises a circumferential channel formed in the outer sur-
face of the packing retainer and positioned to be in fluid
communication with the one or more leakage ports.
[0007] Preferably, the piston rod further comprises a
second end configured to contact a drive mechanism.
[0008] Preferably, the one or more packing rings are
V-shaped.

[0009] Preferably the assembly further comprises a
paint permeable ring adjacent the one or more ports at
the inner surface of the packing retainer.
[0010] Preferably, the paint permeable ring is formed
of felt or other stranded material.
[0011] The paint permeable ring may be a lubrication
ring.
[0012] The paint permeable ring may be oil-soaked.
[0013] Preferably, the paint permeable ring includes
lateral holes adjacent the one or more leakage ports.
[0014] Preferably, the piston rod assembly further
comprises an annular wiper seal adjacent the inner sur-
face of the packing retainer and positioned between the
one or more leakage ports and a top end of the packing
retainer.
[0015] Preferably, the one or more leakage ports are
located between the annular wiper seal and the one or
more packing rings.
[0016] Preferably, the annular wiper seal includes an
O-ring and a U-shaped ring.
[0017] Preferably, the piston rod assembly further
comprises a paint permeable ring adjacent the one or
more leakage ports at the inner surface of the packing
retainer; an annular retainer adjacent the inner surface
of the packing retainer and positioned between the an-
nular wiper seal and the paint permeable ring; a first an-
nular gland adjacent the inner surface of the packing re-
tainer and positioned between the one or more packing
rings and the bottom end of the packing retainer; a sec-
ond annular gland adjacent the inner surface of the pack-
ing retainer and positioned between the paint permeable
ring and the one or more packing rings; and a bushing
adjacent the inner surface of the packing retainer and
positioned between the annular wiper seal and the top
end of the packing retainer.
[0018] Preferably, the piston rod assembly further
comprises a spring adjacent the bottom end of the pack-
ing retainer.
[0019] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a piston pump assembly com-
prising: a pump housing including one or more leakage
outlets forming passageways between an inner surface
and an outer surface of the pump housing and an intake
port at a bottom of the pump housing; a piston rod as-
sembly according to claim 1, wherein the piston rod as-
sembly extends into a top of the pump housing; and an
output port connected to the pump housing; wherein the
one or more leakage ports and the one or more leakage
outlets are in fluid communication and positioned so that
fluid that leaks past the one or more packing rings will
flow through the one or more leakage ports and the one
or more leakage outlets and down the outer surface of
the pump housing.
[0020] Preferably, the piston pump assembly further
comprises a circumferential channel positioned to con-
nect the one or more leakage outlets and the one or more
leakage ports.
[0021] Preferably, the circumferential channel is
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formed in the inner surface of the pump housing.
[0022] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a fluid dispensing system com-
prising: a frame; an end bell connected to the frame; a
motor housing connected to the end bell, wherein a motor
is mounted within the motor housing; a front cover con-
nected to the end bell; a piston pump assembly as set
out above; wherein the piston pump assembly is capable
of mounting on the end bell.
[0023] Preferably, the fluid dispensing system further
comprises a yoke, wherein the yoke is shaped to fit a
second end of the piston rod.
[0024] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided method for controlling leakage
of fluid along a piston rod stem of a piston pump assem-
bly, the method comprising: directing fluid that has leaked
past one or more packing rings in a packing retainer from
an inner end of a leakage port in the packing retainer to
an outer end of the leakage port, the leakage port being
located between the one or more packing rings and a top
end of the packing retainer; guiding the fluid from the
outer end of the leakage port to an inner end of a leakage
outlet in a pump housing; and directing the fluid from an
inner end of the leakage outlet in the pump housing to
an outer end of the leakage outlet, which is positioned
so that the fluid will flow down a visible outer surface of
the pump housing.
[0025] A piston rod assembly includes a piston rod hav-
ing a first end configured to contact fluid, a packing re-
tainer through which the piston rod extends, and one or
more packing rings. The packing retainer includes one
or more leakage ports forming passageways between an
inner surface and an outer surface of the packing retainer.
The one or more packing rings surround the piston rod,
are adjacent the inner surface of the packing retainer,
and are positioned between the one or more leakage
ports and a bottom end of the packing retainer. The one
or more leakage ports are positioned so that fluid that
leaks past the one or more packing rings will flow through
the one or more leakage ports.
[0026] A method for controlling leakage of fluid along
a piston rod stem of a piston pump assembly includes
directing fluid that has leaked past one or more packing
rings in a packing retainer from an inner end of a leakage
port in the packing retainer to an outer end of the leakage
port, the leakage port being located between the one or
more packing rings and a top end of the packing retainer,
guiding the fluid from the outer end of the leakage port
to an inner end of a leakage outlet in a pump housing,
and directing the fluid from an inner end of the leakage
outlet in the pump housing to an outer end of the leakage
outlet, which is positioned so that the fluid will flow down
a visible outer surface of the pump housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a sprayer with a door
in a closed position covering portions of a piston
pump assembly of the sprayer.
FIG. 2 is an enlarged partial perspective view of the
sprayer with the door in an open position showing
the piston pump assembly mounted on an end bell.
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a back side of the
piston pump assembly dismounted from the end bell.
FIG. 4 is a cut-away view of a front side of the piston
pump assembly showing inside the pump housing.
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a piston rod assembly
showing a piston rod and a packing retainer.
FIG. 6 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional view of
the piston pump assembly taken along line 6-6 of
FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0028] In general, the present disclosure describes a
piston pump assembly that uses leakage ports and leak-
age outlets to control the leakage of paint along a piston
rod stem of the piston pump assembly so as not to affect
the operation of or cause damage to critical drive mech-
anisms of a paint sprayer. The paint that exits the leakage
outlets acts as a visual indicator of when the piston pump
assembly is in need of maintenance. As a result of the
controlled leakage and visual indication, less expensive
components of the piston pump assembly may be re-
placed before other more expensive components of the
paint sprayer become damaged and also require replace-
ment.
[0029] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of sprayer 10, which
includes end bell 12, frame 14, front cover 16, motor
housing 18, piston pump assembly 20, and intake hose
22. Front cover 16 includes door 24, which is in a closed
position to cover portions of piston pump assembly 20 of
sprayer 10.
[0030] End bell 12 is mounted on frame 14. Front cover
16 is attached to a front side of end bell 12 and motor
housing 18 is attached to a back side of end bell 12. Front
cover 16 can be secured to the front side of end bell 12
with a plurality of screws that extend through front cover
16 and screw into end bell 12. Piston pump assembly 20
can be mounted to a front side of end bell 12. Intake hose
22 is attached to a bottom end of piston pump assembly
20. Door 24 is movably attached to a bottom end of front
cover 16. In alternate embodiments, front cover 16 may
not include door 24. In such embodiments, front cover
16 extends over the area where door 24 would have been
located.
[0031] End bell 12 acts as a structural element to sup-
port front cover 16 and motor housing 18 on frame 14.
Front cover 16 partially contains, covers, supports,
and/or protects various components of sprayer 10. Motor
housing 18 contains an electric motor (not shown) to drive
piston pump assembly 20. End bell 12 also supports pis-
ton pump assembly 20. Piston pump assembly 20 causes
intake hose 22 to suck paint out of a reservoir and deliver

3 4 



EP 3 967 876 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

it to piston pump assembly 20. The paint is further direct-
ed out of piston pump assembly 20 through a hose (not
shown) to a gun assembly (not shown) for spraying on a
desired surface.
[0032] FIG. 2 is an enlarged partial perspective view
of sprayer 10 with door 24 in an open position showing
piston pump assembly 20 mounted on end bell 12. FIG.
3 is a perspective view of a back side of piston pump
assembly 20 dismounted from end bell 12. FIG. 4 is a
cut-away view of a front side of piston pump assembly
20 showing inside pump housing 32. FIG. 5 is a perspec-
tive view of piston rod assembly 30 showing piston rod
40 and packing retainer 42. FIGS. 2-5 will be discussed
together. Sprayer 10 includes end bell 12 (shown in FIG.
2), front cover 16 (shown in FIG. 2), motor housing 18
(shown in FIG. 2), piston pump assembly 20, and yoke
26 (shown in FIG. 2). Front cover 16 includes door 24
(shown in FIG. 2). End bell 12 includes pins 28 (shown
in FIG. 2). Piston pump assembly 20 includes piston rod
assembly 30, pump housing 32, pressure control 34,
prime control 36, outlet check valve 37 (shown in FIGS.
2 and 4), output port 38 (shown in FIGS. 2 and 4), and
inlet check valve 39 (shown in FIG. 4). Piston rod assem-
bly 30 includes piston rod 40 and packing retainer 42.
Pump housing 32 includes receivers 44, leakage outlets
46, intake port 48 (shown in FIGS. 3 and 4), pumping
chamber 50 (shown in FIG. 4), and intake housing 52
(shown in FIGS. 3 and 4). Inlet check valve 39 includes
ball 39A (shown in FIG. 4) and ball guide 39B (shown in
FIG. 4). Packing retainer 42 includes leakage ports 54
(shown in FIGS. 4 and 5) and channel 56 (shown in FIGS.
4 and 5).
[0033] Sprayer 10 has end bell 12 with front cover 16
attached to a front side of end bell 12 and motor housing
18 attached to a back side of end bell 12. A top of piston
pump assembly 20 can be mounted to a front side of end
bell 12 near the bottom of end bell 12. The top of piston
pump assembly 20 is mounted to the front side of end
bell 12 interior to front cover 16. Door 24 is movably at-
tached to a bottom end of front cover 16 near the top of
piston pump assembly 20. Yoke 26 is also connected to
the front side of end bell 12 interior to front cover 16. First
ends of pins 28 are connected to the front side of end
bell 12 near the bottom of end bell 12 such that they are
cantilevered from end bell 12. Pins 28 are connected to
end bell 12 below yoke 26 and interior to door 24 of front
cover 16. Pins 28 may be unitary parts of end bell 12 or
fixed to end bell 12. Pins 28 are not mechanically sup-
ported by front cover 16. Pins 28 may be formed from
metal.
[0034] Piston pump assembly 20 has piston rod as-
sembly 30 where a bottom end of piston rod assembly
30 is surrounded by pump housing 32. A bottom end of
piston rod assembly 30 extends into a top of pump hous-
ing 32. Piston rod assembly 30 is at least partially con-
tained within pump housing 32. Pressure control 34 is
attached to a first side of pump housing 32 and prime
control 36 is attached to a second side of pump housing

32. In alternate embodiments, piston pump assembly 20
does not include pressure control 34 or prime control 36
or both pressure control 34 and prime control 36. Outlet
check valve 37 is located at a front side of pump housing
32 positioned between pressure control 34 and prime
control 36. Output port 38 is located at the front side of
pump housing 32 positioned between pressure control
34 and outlet check valve 37. Output port 38 is the exterior
terminus of a lateral passageway within pump housing
32. Inlet check valve 39 is located within pump housing
32.
[0035] Piston rod assembly 30 has piston rod 40 sur-
rounded by packing retainer 42. A bottom end of piston
rod 40 extends fully through a cavity of packing retainer
42 and into a top of pump housing 32, where it can contact
paint within pump housing 32. A top end of piston rod 40
is insertable into yoke 26. Piston rod 40 can be made of
metal, such as stainless steel. Packing retainer 42 sur-
rounds piston rod 40 and a bottom end of packing retainer
42 extends into the top of pump housing 32. An inner
surface of packing retainer 42 forms the cavity of packing
retainer 42 within which piston rod 40 reciprocates. An
exterior of packing retainer 42 is a circumferential outer
surface of packing retainer 42. The exterior of packing
retainer 42 includes threading that can interface with in-
terior threading of pump housing 32 such that packing
retainer 42 can thread into pump housing 32 and can be
secured to pump housing 32. The top end of packing
retainer 42 has a hex feature to facilitate tool-assisted
removal of packing retainer 42 from pump housing 32.
Packing retainer 42 may also be referred to as a packing
nut.
[0036] Pump housing 32 has receivers 44, which are
apertures, at a top of pump housing 32. More specifically,
the apertures of receivers 44 extend entirely through
pump housing 32. In alternate embodiments, the aper-
tures of receivers 44 may extend only partially through
pump housing 32. Receivers 44 may be apertures of a
size and shape that correspond with the size and shape
of pins 28. A first receiver 44 is at a first side of pump
housing 32 and a second receiver 44 is at a second side
of pump housing 32. Leakage outlets 46 are apertures
that extend laterally through pump housing 32 from an
inner surface of pump housing 32 to an outer surface of
pump housing 32. Leakage outlets 46 are located in
pump housing 32 below the top of pump housing 32. A
first leakage outlet 46 is at a first side of a front side of
pump housing 32 and a second leakage outlet 46 is at a
second side of the front side of pump housing 32. A third
leakage outlet 46 is at the first side of a back side of pump
housing 32 and a fourth leakage outlet 46 is at the second
side of the back side of pump housing 32. Four leakage
outlets 46 are shown, but pump housing 32 may have
any number of leakage outlets 46 including a single leak-
age outlet 46 in alternate embodiments. Intake port 48
is an opening at a bottom end of pump housing 32. Intake
port 48 opens into pumping chamber 50. Pumping cham-
ber 50 is an interior chamber or cylindrical cavity formed
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by the interior surface of pump housing 32. Pumping
chamber 50 accepts a bottom end of piston rod 40. Pump-
ing chamber 50 is in fluid communication with output port
38. The bottom end of pump housing 32 is intake housing
52. Pump housing 32 can be formed from aluminum,
steel, or any other suitable metal. Inlet check valve 39
has ball 39A and ball guide 39B positioned in pumping
chamber 50 of pump housing 32 near a bottom of pump-
ing chamber 50 and above intake housing 52.
[0037] Packing retainer 42 has leakage ports 54 posi-
tioned around a circumference of packing retainer 42.
Leakage ports 54 are apertures that extend laterally
through packing retainer 42 from an inner surface of
packing retainer 42 to an outer surface of packing retainer
42. As such, leakage ports 54 fluidly connect the interior
or cavity of packing retainer 42 to the exterior or outer
circumferential surface of packing retainer 42. Leakage
ports 54 are located between a top end of packing re-
tainer 42 and a bottom end of packing retainer 42. Addi-
tionally, leakage ports 54 are interior to pump housing
32 when packing retainer 42 is threaded into pump hous-
ing 32. A first leakage port 54 is at a first side of a front
side of packing retainer 42 and a second leakage port
54 is at a second side of the front side of packing retainer
42. A third leakage port 54 is at the first side of a back
side of packing retainer 42 and a fourth leakage port 54
is at the second side of the back side of packing retainer
42. Four leakage ports 54 are shown, but packing retainer
42 may have any number of leakage ports 54 in alternate
embodiments, including a single leakage port 54. Leak-
age ports 54 are evenly arrayed about the circumference
of packing retainer 42, the four leakage ports 54 being
arranged every 90 degrees. However, in alternate em-
bodiments leakage ports 54 may not be evenly arrayed.
Leakage ports 54 are positioned such that they are in
fluid communication with leakage outlets 46. Channel 56
is a circumferential channel positioned to fluidly connect
leakage ports 54 with leakage outlets 46. Channel 56 is
a recess formed in the outer surface of packing retainer
42. Channel 56 may be semi-annular or fully annular. An
upper edge of channel 56 is above leakage ports 54 and
a lower edge of channel 56 is below leakage ports 54.
When channel 56 is formed in packing retainer 42, chan-
nel 56 is aligned with leakage outlet 46 or a lateral pas-
sageway leading to output port 38. In alternate embodi-
ments, packing retainer 42 does not include channel 56.
Further, in alternate embodiments, channel 56 may be a
recess formed in the inner surface in pump housing 32
(shown in FIG. 6) that fluidly connects leakage ports 54
with leakage outlets 46, output port 38, or the passage-
way leading to output port 38. As such, when channel 56
is formed in pump housing 32, channel 56 is aligned with
leakage ports 54. Additionally, packing retainer 42 and
pump housing 32 may both include channels 56 to fluidly
connect leakage outlets 46 and leakage ports 54. Pack-
ing retainer 42 can be formed from metal, such as brass.
[0038] Threading receivers 44 onto pins 28, such that
pins 28 are received within receivers 44, can mount pis-

ton pump assembly 20 to pins 28 and therefore to a front
side of end bell 12. In order to mount piston pump as-
sembly 20 to end bell 12, a top of piston rod 40 must be
inserted into yoke 26. Likewise, removing receivers 44
from pins 28 and piston rod 40 from yoke 26 can dismount
piston pump assembly 20 from end bell 12. Sliding motion
can remove receivers 44 from pins 28 and disengage
piston rod 40 from yoke 26 to separate piston pump as-
sembly 20 from end bell 12. Door 24 is movable from a
closed position (as shown in FIG. 1) to an open position
(as shown in FIG. 2). Door 24 opens by a sliding-pivoting
action. By moving door 24 to an open position, piston
pump assembly 20 may be mounted to or dismounted
from end bell 12 without removing front cover 16. The
opening of door 24 exposes various mechanical and
electrical components of sprayer 10. Piston pump as-
sembly 20 may be dismounted from end bell 12 for
sprayer 10, and particularly piston pump assembly 20,
to be serviced for maintenance.
[0039] Pump housing 32 supports pressure control 34
and prime control 36. Pressure control 34 controls pres-
sure regulation of piston pump assembly 20 and prime
control 36 controls priming of piston pump assembly 20.
Pressure control 34 can be an electrically driven control
containing a sensor that is sensitive to the generated
paint pressure, a user input for setting the paint pressure
such as a rotating knob connected to a potentiometer,
and a circuit for closed loop pressure regulation based
on the sensor and the setting of the user input. The circuit
may control the electric motor (not shown) to regulate
pressure, such as by switching the motor on and off.
[0040] Piston pump assembly 20 is mounted to end
bell 12 for sprayer 10 to spray paint. Pump housing 32
can function as a manifold for paint flow. When piston
rod 40 is engaged with yoke 26, piston rod 40 is driven
by drive mechanisms of sprayer 10 to reciprocate within
the cavity of packing retainer 42 and pumping chamber
50 of pump housing 32. The reciprocating movement of
piston rod 40 between downward and upward directions
draws paint from a reservoir (not shown) into piston pump
assembly 20 through intake hose 22 and forces paint out
of piston pump assembly 20 through output port 38. In-
take port 48 connects with intake hose 22 to provide a
passageway to bring paint into pump housing 32 through
intake housing 52. The paint is pulled up into pumping
chamber 50 where it interacts with inlet check valve 39.
Ball 39A, a seat, and ball guide 39B of inlet check valve
39 allow paint to flow in only one direction, which is a
generally upward direction according to the orientation
shown in FIG. 4. Piston rod 40 moves upward in an up-
stroke phase of the reciprocation cycle to pull paint
through inlet check valve 39 and further up pumping
chamber 50. Piston rod 40 moves downward in a down-
stroke phase of the reciprocation cycle to push paint from
pumping chamber 50 through the lateral passageway
within pump housing 32 and outlet check valve 37 to out-
put port 38. FIG. 4 shows piston rod 40 in the downstroke
phase of the reciprocation cycle. A first end of a hose
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(not shown) can connect with output port 38 and a second
end of the hose can connect with a spray gun assembly
(not shown) to dispense paint onto a desired surface.
[0041] Leakage ports 54 form passageways between
an inner surface of packing retainer 42 and an outer sur-
face of packing retainer 42. As such, leakage ports 54
provide passageways for leaking paint to travel from the
inner surface of packing retainer 42 to the outer surface
of packing retainer 42. Leakage ports 54 empty directly
into channel 56 at the outer surface of packing retainer
42. Thus, once at the outer surface of packing retainer
42, paint can travel along channel 56 to leakage outlets
46. Leakage outlets 46 form passageways between an
inner surface of pump housing 32 and an outer surface
of pump housing 32. As such, leakage outlets 46 provide
passageways for paint to move from the inner surface or
interior of pump housing 32 to the outer surface or exterior
of pump housing 32 before it reaches the top of pump
housing 32. In this embodiment, leakage ports 54 are
aligned with leakage outlets 46 such that paint can travel
directly from leakage ports 54 to leakage outlets 46 and
need not travel along channel 56. In such embodiments,
packing retainer 42 and pump housing 32 may not include
channel 56. In alternate embodiments, leakage ports 54
are not aligned with leakage outlets 46 and paint travels
along channel 56 in packing retainer 42 to reach leakage
outlets 46. In another embodiment, leakage ports 54 are
not aligned with leakage outlets 46 and paint travels along
channel 56A (shown in FIG. 6) in pump housing 32 to
reach leakage outlets 46.
[0042] Paint can leak within pump housing 32 and seep
along piston rod 40 into packing retainer 42 due to pres-
sure from the reciprocating or pumping action of piston
rod 40 within pump housing 32. For example, paint can
be forced or squeezed between the inner surface of pack-
ing retainer 42 and an exterior surface of piston rod 40.
The leaking paint may seep along piston rod 40 and out
of the top of piston pump assembly 20 until it reaches
the internal mechanical components of sprayer 10 behind
front cover 16. Such leaking paint dries on the mechanical
parts of sprayer 10 and interferes with the mechanical
operation of sprayer 10. Moreover, such leakage may be
hidden by front cover 16 and door 24 such that a user
cannot readily see the paint interfering with the mechan-
ical components. Leakage ports 54 allow paint to exit
packing retainer 42 at a side of packing retainer 42 and
limit the extent to which paint can seep along piston rod
40. Specifically, paint that has leaked or squeezed into
packing retainer 42 can be forced or squeezed from the
inner surface of packing retainer 42 through leakage
ports 54. Thus, paint is expelled out of a side of packing
retainer 42 rather than forced out the top end of packing
retainer 42 where it can come into contact with and dam-
age the drive mechanisms of sprayer 10. Leaking paint
can then travel along channel 56 until it reaches leakage
outlets 46 in pump housing 32. At leakage outlets 46,
paint is forced from an inner surface of pump housing 32
to an outer surface of pump housing 32.

[0043] As a result, leaking paint escapes pump hous-
ing 32 through leakage outlets 46 at the side of pump
housing 32 and flows down the outer surface of pump
housing 32. As such, leakage outlets 46 inhibit the es-
cape of paint through the top of piston pump assembly
20 by providing passageways for leaking paint to exit the
interior of pump housing 32 at a side of pump housing
32 before reaching the top of pump housing 32. Thus,
less paint travels out of the top end of packing retainer
42 to the drive mechanisms of sprayer 10, causing less
damage to the drive mechanisms of sprayer 10. As a
result, leakage outlets 46 prevent paint from leaking into
the end bell 12 (shown in FIG. 1) and motor housing 18
(shown in FIG. 1) of sprayer 10 and interfering with the
mechanical function of the drive mechanisms of sprayer
10. Further, because leakage outlets 46 cause leaking
paint to flow down the outer surface or exterior of pump
housing 32, leakage outlets 46 provide a visual indicator,
paint on the outer surface of pump housing 32, that paint
is leaking. As such, the piston pump assembly 20 may
be serviced before the leaking paint seeps into the inter-
nal drive mechanisms of sprayer 10 and causes damage.
[0044] FIG. 6 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional
view of piston pump assembly 20 taken along line 6-6 of
FIG. 3. Piston pump assembly 20 includes piston rod
assembly 30 and pump housing 32. Piston rod assembly
30 includes piston rod 40, packing retainer 42 and spring
58. Pump housing 32 includes leakage outlet 46 and
channel 56A. Packing retainer 42 includes leakage ports
54 and channel 56. Positioned within packing retainer 42
are bushing 60, felt ring 62, first gland 64, packing rings
66, second gland 68, retainer 70, and wiper seal 72. Wip-
er seal 72 includes U-shaped element 74, and O-ring 76.
[0045] Piston pump assembly 20 has piston rod as-
sembly 30 surrounded by pump housing 32. A bottom
end of piston rod assembly 30 extends into a top of pump
housing 32. Piston rod assembly 30 has piston rod 40
surrounded by packing retainer 42. A bottom end of pis-
ton rod 40 extends through a cavity of packing retainer
42 and the top of pump housing 32 into pumping chamber
50 of pump housing 32. Packing retainer 42 surrounds
piston rod 40 and a bottom end of packing retainer 42
extends into the top of pump housing 32. Spring 58 is
located adjacent an inner surface of pump housing 32
and a bottom end of packing retainer 42.
[0046] Pump housing 32 has leakage outlet 46 located
in pump housing 32. Leakage outlet 46 is an aperture
that extends laterally through pump housing 32 from an
inner surface of pump housing 32 to an outer surface of
pump housing 32. Leakage outlet 46 is located in a side
of pump housing 32 below the top of pump housing 32.
Pump housing 32 may have any number of leakage out-
lets 46 in alternate embodiments. Channel 56A is a re-
cess formed in an inner surface of pump housing 32.
[0047] Packing retainer 42 has leakage ports 54 be-
tween a top end of packing retainer 42 and a bottom end
of packing retainer 42. Leakage ports 54 are apertures
that extend laterally through packing retainer 42 from an
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inner surface of packing retainer 42 to an outer surface
of packing retainer 42. FIG. 6 shows two leakage ports
54, but packing retainer 42 may have any number of leak-
age ports 54 in alternate embodiments. Packing retainer
42 has circumferential channel 56, which is a recess
formed in the outer surface of packing retainer 42. An
upper edge of channel 56 is above leakage ports 54 and
a lower edge of channel 56 is below leakage ports 54.
Channel 56 is positioned to fluidly connect leakage ports
54 with leakage outlet 46. Channel 56 may be semi-an-
nular or fully annular. In alternate embodiments, packing
retainer 42 does not include channel 56.
[0048] Channel 56A is aligned with leakage ports 54
in packing retainer 42. Channel 56A is also aligned with
channel 56 in packing retainer 42 such that channel 56A
is in fluid communication with channel 56. Channel 56A
is positioned to fluidly connect leakage ports 54 with leak-
age outlet 46. Channel 56A may be semi-annular or fully
annular. Alternatively, channel 56A may fluidly connect
leakage ports 54 with output port 38 or the passageway
in pump housing 32 leading to output port 38. In alternate
embodiments, pump housing 32 does not include chan-
nel 56A.
[0049] Packing retainer 42 has annular bushing 60 po-
sitioned at a top end of packing retainer 42 adjacent an
inner surface of packing retainer 42. Bushing 60 sur-
rounds piston rod 40. Bushing 60 can be made of metal.
In alternate embodiments, packing retainer 42 does not
include bushing 60. Further, in alternate embodiments,
bushing 60 is positioned in a different location in packing
retainer 42.
[0050] Packing retainer 42 has felt ring 62 surrounding
piston rod 40 and positioned adjacent an inner surface
of packing retainer 42 at leakage ports 54. As such, felt
ring 62 is located between piston rod 40 and leakage
ports 54. Felt ring 62 is a paint permeable annular ring
and may be the only paint permeable component con-
tained within packing retainer 42. Felt ring 62 is formed
of felt or other stranded material. Additionally, felt ring 62
may be oil-soaked. Felt ring 62 may be a lubrication ring
that lubricates piston rod 40. Felt ring 62 may include
lateral holes adjacent the first port. In alternate embodi-
ments, packing retainer 42 does not include felt ring 62.
Further, in alternate embodiments, felt ring 62 is posi-
tioned in a different location in packing retainer 42.
[0051] Packing retainer 42 has annular first gland 64
at a bottom end of packing retainer 42 adjacent an inner
surface of packing retainer 42 and surrounding piston
rod 40. First gland 64 has a male profile. First gland 64
can be formed from glass-filled nylon or any other suitable
polymer. In alternate embodiments, packing retainer 42
does not include first gland 64. Further, in alternate em-
bodiments, first gland 64 is positioned in a different loca-
tion in packing retainer 42.
[0052] Packing retainer 42 has annular packing rings
66 adjacent an inner surface of packing retainer 42 and
surrounding piston rod 40. Packing rings 66 are V-
shaped and are stacked on top of one another. A plurality

of packing rings form a packing ring stack. A bottom end
of a bottom packing ring 66 is adjacent a top end of first
gland 64 such that the V-shaped packing ring 66 inter-
faces with first gland 64. Packing rings 66 can comprise
alternating leather and polymer rings. The polymer pack-
ing rings 66 may be made of UHMWPE or any other
suitable polymer. Packing retainer 42 may have any
number of packing rings 66 positioned within it, including
a single packing ring 66. In alternate embodiments, pack-
ing retainer 42 does not include packing rings 66. Further,
in alternate embodiments, packing rings 66 are posi-
tioned in a different location in packing retainer 42.
[0053] Packing retainer 42 has annular second gland
68 adjacent an inner surface of packing retainer 42 and
surrounding piston rod 40. Second gland 68 has a female
profile. A bottom end of second gland 68 is adjacent a
top end of top packing ring 66 such that second gland 68
interfaces with V-shaped packing ring 66. A top end of
second gland 68 is adjacent a bottom end of felt ring 62.
Second gland 68 can be formed from brass or any other
suitable material. In alternate embodiments, packing re-
tainer 42 does not include second gland 68. Further, in
alternate embodiments, second gland 68 is positioned in
a different location in packing retainer 42.
[0054] Packing retainer 42 has annular retainer 70 ad-
jacent an inner surface of packing retainer 42 and sur-
rounding piston rod 40. A bottom end of retainer 70 is
adjacent a top end of felt ring 62. Retainer 70 can be
formed from acetal or any other suitable polymer. In al-
ternate embodiments, packing retainer 42 does not in-
clude retainer 70. Further, in alternate embodiments, re-
tainer 70 is positioned in a different location in packing
retainer 42.
[0055] Packing retainer 42 has annular wiper seal 72
adjacent an inner surface of packing retainer 42 and sur-
rounding piston rod 40. A bottom end of wiper seal 72 is
adjacent a top end of retainer 70. A top end of wiper seal
72 is adjacent a bottom end of bushing 60. In alternate
embodiments, packing retainer 42 does not include wiper
seal 72. Further, in alternate embodiments, wiper seal
72 is positioned in a different location in packing retainer
42. Wiper seal is wetted by felt ring 62. Wiper seal 72
has annular U-shaped element 74 surrounding O-ring
76. U-shaped element 74 and O-ring 76 can be formed
from polymer, rubber, a combination of rubber and pol-
ymer, or any other suitable material.
[0056] Piston rod 40 moves up and down relative to
packing retainer 42 and bushing 60, felt ring 62, first gland
64, packing rings 66, second gland 68, retainer 70, and
wiper seal 72 of packing retainer 42. Bushing 60, felt ring
62, first gland 64, packing rings 66, second gland 68,
retainer 70, and wiper seal 72 seal against piston rod 40
to prevent paint from moving between the exterior of pis-
ton rod 40 and the inner surfaces of bushing 60, felt ring
62, first gland 64, packing rings 66, second gland 68,
retainer 70, and wiper seal 72. Spring 58 maintains com-
pression of bushing 60, felt ring 62, first gland 64, packing
rings 66, second gland 68, retainer 70, and wiper seal
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72 within packing retainer 42. Packing rings 66 flare lat-
erally under compression to seal with piston rod 40 to
facilitate the creation of a vacuum. Packing rings 66 also
provide a seal below leakage ports 54. Felt ring 62 allows
paint to wick or seep between the strands of felt ring 62
to traverse felt ring 62. If felt ring 62 is oil soaked, paint
can soak through felt ring 62 and oil on the strands can
inhibit drying of water-based paint. The oil also extends
the life of packing rings 66 so that it takes longer for pack-
ing rings 66 to wear. Additionally, the oil lubricates wiper
seal 72 to extend the life of wiper seal 72 so that it takes
longer for wiper seal 72 to wear. If felt ring 62 has lateral
holes, paint can flow laterally from an inner side of felt
ring 62 to an outer side of felt ring 62 without seeping
through the material of felt ring 62. Wiper seal 72 provides
an additional seal between the inner surface of packing
retainer 42 and an exterior of piston rod 40.
[0057] Packing rings 66 and piston rod 40 create a vac-
uum to suck paint into piston pump assembly 20. Be-
cause felt ring 62 is adjacent leakage ports 54, paint that
passes through felt ring 62 exits packing retainer 42
through leakage ports 54. As the only paint permeable
component in packing retainer 42, felt ring 62 locates the
release of paint proximate leakage ports 54 so that most
or all of the paint exits through leakage ports 54. Wiper
seal 72 prevents paint from seeping further up piston rod
40 past wiper seal 72 and leaking out of the top of packing
retainer 42. Instead, wiper seal 72 forces paint out of
leakage ports 54 in packing retainer 42. Further, because
felt ring 62 lubricates wiper seal 72, wiper seal lasts long-
er than first gland 64, packing rings 66, and second gland
68 positioned in packing retainer 42 below leakage ports
54. Felt ring 62, first gland 64, packing rings 66, second
gland 68, retainer 70, and wiper seal 72 wear during use
due to the nature of the reciprocating piston rod 40 and
the abrasive material being pumped within piston pump
assembly 20, resulting in paint leaking past them over
time. Packing rings 66 may experience more wear and
be the first to break down, resulting in paint leaking past
packing rings 66.
[0058] Leakage ports 54 prevent paint from flowing en-
tirely along piston rod 40, exiting the top of packing re-
tainer 42, and coming into contact with the mechanics of
the drive mechanism of sprayer 10. Rather, paint is di-
verted out of packing retainer 42 through leakage ports
54 and out of a side of pump housing 32 through leakage
outlet 46 to flow down the outer surface of pump housing
32. Because leakage outlet 46 is remote from the interior
of the drive mechanism of sprayer 10, leakage of paint
out of leakage outlet 46 does not interfere with operation
of sprayer 10. Moreover, leakage of paint out of leakage
outlet 46 is visible to users and provides an indication of
wear and the need to service piston pump assembly 20,
such as by replacing one or more of felt ring 62, first gland
64, packing rings 66, second gland 68, retainer 70, and
wiper seal 72 of packing retainer 42. As such, piston
pump assembly 20 can be repaired while the rest of
sprayer 10, including the gearing and the motor, remains

undamaged.
[0059] While the invention has been described with ref-
erence to an exemplary embodiment(s), it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may
be made and equivalents may be substituted for ele-
ments thereof without departing from the scope of the
invention. In addition, many modifications may be made
to adapt a particular situation or material to the teachings
of the invention without departing from the essential
scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the invention
not be limited to the particular embodiment(s) disclosed,
but that the invention will include all embodiments falling
within the scope of the appended claims.
[0060] Paragraphs of advantage:

1. A piston rod assembly comprising:

a piston rod (40) having a first end configured
to contact fluid;
a packing retainer (42) though which the piston
rod extends, the packing retainer including one
or more leakage ports (54) forming passage-
ways between an inner surface and an outer sur-
face of the packing retainer; and
one or more packing rings (66) that surround the
piston rod, are adjacent the inner surface of the
packing retainer, and are positioned between
the one or more leakage ports and a bottom end
of the packing retainer;
wherein the one or more leakage ports are po-
sitioned so that fluid that leaks past the one or
more packing rings will flow through the one or
more leakage ports.

2. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 1, wherein
the packing retainer further comprises a circumfer-
ential channel (56) formed in the outer surface of the
packing retainer and positioned to be in fluid com-
munication with the one or more leakage ports.

3. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 1 or para-
graph 2, wherein the piston rod further comprises a
second end configured to contact a drive mecha-
nism.

4. The piston rod assembly of any one of the pre-
ceding paragraphs, wherein the one or more packing
rings are V-shaped.

5. The piston rod assembly of any one of the pre-
ceding paragraphs, further comprising a paint per-
meable ring (62) adjacent the one or more ports at
the inner surface of the packing retainer.

6. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 5, wherein
the paint permeable ring is formed of felt or other
stranded material, is a lubrication ring and is oil-
soaked.
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7. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 5 or 6,
wherein the paint permeable ring includes lateral
holes adjacent the one or more leakage ports.

8. The piston rod assembly of any one of the pre-
ceding paragraphs, further comprising an annular
wiper seal (72) adjacent the inner surface of the
packing retainer and positioned between the one or
more leakage ports and a top end of the packing
retainer, wherein the one or more leakage ports are
located between the annular wiper seal and the one
or more packing rings.

9. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 8, wherein
the annular wiper seal includes an O-ring (76) and
a U-shaped ring (74).

10. The piston rod assembly of paragraph 8 or par-
agraph 9, further comprising:

a paint permeable ring (62) adjacent the one or
more leakage ports at the inner surface of the
packing retainer;
an annular retainer (70) adjacent the inner sur-
face of the packing retainer and positioned be-
tween the annular wiper seal and the paint per-
meable ring;
a first annular gland (64) adjacent the inner sur-
face of the packing retainer and positioned be-
tween the one or more packing rings and the
bottom end of the packing retainer;
a second annular gland (68) adjacent the inner
surface of the packing retainer and positioned
between the paint permeable ring and the one
or more packing rings;
a bushing (60) adjacent the inner surface of the
packing retainer and positioned between the an-
nular wiper seal and the top end of the packing
retainer; and
a spring (58) adjacent the bottom end of the
packing retainer.

11. A piston pump assembly comprising:

a pump housing (32) including one or more leak-
age outlets (46) forming passageways between
an inner surface and an outer surface of the
pump housing and an intake port (48) at a bottom
of the pump housing;
a piston rod assembly according to any one of
the preceding paragraphs, wherein the piston
rod assembly extends into a top of the pump
housing; and
an output port (38) connected to the pump hous-
ing;
wherein the one or more leakage ports and the
one or more leakage outlets are in fluid commu-
nication and positioned so that fluid that leaks

past the one or more packing rings will flow
through the one or more leakage ports and the
one or more leakage outlets and down the outer
surface of the pump housing.

12. The piston pump assembly of paragraph 11, fur-
ther comprising a circumferential channel (56) posi-
tioned to connect the one or more leakage outlets
and the one or more leakage ports, wherein the cir-
cumferential channel is formed in the inner surface
of the pump housing.

13. A fluid dispensing system comprising:

a frame (14);
an end bell (12) connected to the frame;
a motor housing (18) connected to the end bell,
wherein a motor is mounted within the motor
housing;
a front cover (16) connected to the end bell;
a piston pump assembly (20) according to par-
agraph 11 or paragraph 12; wherein the piston
pump assembly is capable of mounting on the
end bell.

14. The fluid dispensing system of paragraph 13 and
further comprising a yoke (26), wherein the yoke is
shaped to fit a second end of the piston rod.

15. A method for controlling leakage of fluid along a
piston rod stem of a piston pump assembly, the meth-
od comprising:

directing fluid that has leaked past one or more
packing rings in a packing retainer from an inner
end of a leakage port in the packing retainer to
an outer end of the leakage port, the leakage
port being located between the one or more
packing rings and a top end of the packing re-
tainer;
guiding the fluid from the outer end of the leak-
age port to an inner end of a leakage outlet in a
pump housing; and
directing the fluid from an inner end of the leak-
age outlet in the pump housing to an outer end
of the leakage outlet, which is positioned so that
the fluid will flow down a visible outer surface of
the pump housing.

Claims

1. A piston rod assembly that fits within a pump hous-
ing, the piston rod assembly comprising:

a piston rod having a first end configured to con-
tact fluid;
a packing retainer though which the piston rod
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extends, the packing retainer including one or
more leakage ports forming passageways be-
tween an inner surface and an outer surface of
the packing retainer; and
one or more packing rings that surround the pis-
ton rod, are adjacent the inner surface of the
packing retainer, and are positioned between
the one or more leakage ports and a bottom end
of the packing retainer;
wherein the one or more leakage ports are po-
sitioned so that fluid that leaks past the one or
more packing rings will flow through the one or
more leakage ports and wherein the packing re-
tainer is configured to be removable from within
the pump housing for leakage servicing.

2. The piston rod assembly of claim 1, wherein the
packing retainer further comprises a circumferential
channel formed in the outer surface of the packing
retainer and positioned to be in fluid communication
with the one or more leakage ports.

3. The piston rod assembly of claim 1 or claim 2, where-
in the piston rod further comprises a second end con-
figured to contact a drive mechanism.

4. The piston rod assembly of any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the one or more packing rings are
V-shaped.

5. The piston rod assembly of any one of the preceding
claims and further comprising a paint permeable ring
adjacent the one or more ports at the inner surface
of the packing retainer.

6. The piston rod assembly of claim 5, wherein the paint
permeable ring is formed of felt or other stranded
material.

7. The piston rod assembly of claim 5, wherein the paint
permeable ring is a lubrication ring.

8. The piston rod assembly of claim 5, wherein the paint
permeable ring is oil-soaked.

9. The piston rod assembly of claim 5, 6, 7, or 8, wherein
the paint permeable ring includes lateral holes adja-
cent the one or more leakage ports.

10. The piston rod assembly of any one of the preceding
claims, further comprising an annular wiper seal ad-
jacent the inner surface of the packing retainer and
positioned between the one or more leakage ports
and a top end of the packing retainer.

11. The piston rod assembly of claim 10, wherein the
one or more leakage ports are located between the
annular wiper seal and the one or more packing

rings.

12. The piston rod assembly of claim 10 or claim 11,
wherein the annular wiper seal includes an O-ring
and a U-shaped ring.

13. The piston rod assembly of claim 10, 11, or 12, and
further comprising:

a paint permeable ring adjacent the one or more
leakage ports at the inner surface of the packing
retainer;
an annular retainer adjacent the inner surface
of the packing retainer and positioned between
the annular wiper seal and the paint permeable
ring;
a first annular gland adjacent the inner surface
of the packing retainer and positioned between
the one or more packing rings and the bottom
end of the packing retainer;
a second annular gland adjacent the inner sur-
face of the packing retainer and positioned be-
tween the paint permeable ring and the one or
more packing rings; and
a bushing adjacent the inner surface of the pack-
ing retainer and positioned between the annular
wiper seal and the top end of the packing retain-
er.

14. The piston rod assembly of any one of the preceding
claims and further comprising a spring adjacent the
bottom end of the packing retainer.
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