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Description

Technical Field

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
an in vivo information acquiring apparatus that is intro-
duced to an inner portion of a subject and acquires infor-
mation on an inside of a body.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, in the field of endoscopes, in
vivo information acquiring apparatuses, which are swal-
low-type capsule endoscopes, have appeared. A cap-
sule endoscope, which is swallowed from the mouth of
a subject and thereby introduced to the inside of the body,
has a function of moving inside body cavities, for exam-
ple, organs such as the stomach and the small intestine
according to peristaltic motion to sequentially pick up im-
ages until the capsule endoscope is naturally egested.
[0003] During the movement inside the body cavities,
data of images picked up by the capsule endoscope in-
side the body is transmitted to the outside via wireless
communication and accumulated in a memory provided
inside an external receiver. After a patient swallows a
capsule endoscope, the patient is free to do what he/she
wants until the capsule endoscope is egested, carrying
a receiver having the wireless communication function
and the memory function with him/her.
[0004] A capsule endoscope obtains drive power from,
e.g., a battery incorporated in its casing; however, it is
impossible that a user performs an operation to turn on/off
driving via, e.g., a switch disposed on an outer face of
the casing because of its structure in which, e.g., an in-
ternal circuit is also sealed inside the casing. Therefore,
capsule endoscopes including a switch inside their cas-
ings, the switch being turned on/off according to an ex-
ternal signal, have been proposed.
[0005] An in vivo observation system 101 disclosed in
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No.
2009-89907, which is illustrated in Fig. 1, includes a cap-
sule endoscope 110, a transmission apparatus 102 that
transmits an alternating magnetic field signal from the
outside of the capsule endoscope 110, and a reception
apparatus 103 that receives an image signal from the
capsule endoscope 110.
[0006] The transmission apparatus 102 includes a
power source 102A, a drive section 102B, and a trans-
mission section 102C, which is a magnetic field gener-
ating section. The reception apparatus 103 includes an
antenna unit 103C, an image receiving section 103B, and
an external memory 103A that stores an image.
[0007] The capsule endoscope 110 includes a signal
receiving section (hereinafter also referred to as "recep-
tion section") 111, a control section 121, a battery 119,
a switch 125, which is a P-channel FET, and an informa-
tion acquiring section 126. The information acquiring sec-
tion 126 includes an illumination unit 128 that emits illu-

minating light for illuminating an object inside a body, an
image pickup unit 127 that picks up an image of the object
illuminated by the illumination unit 128 and outputs the
image as an image signal, and an RF unit 129 that wire-
lessly conveys the image signal outputted from the image
pickup unit 127 to the outside of the body.
[0008] The reception section 111 includes a reception
sensor 112 and a reception circuit 113. The reception
sensor 112 includes a magnetic field detection coil 112A
that outputs an alternating current signal having a mag-
nitude according to a strength of an alternating magnetic
field and a resonance capacitor 112B. The reception cir-
cuit 113 includes a diode 113A and a capacitor 113B that
rectify the alternating current signal outputted from the
reception sensor 112 and a resistance 113C.
[0009] An output signal S2 from a frequency dividing
circuit 122 in the control section 121 is inverted via an
output signal S1 from the reception section 111. The
switch 125 includes a source connected to the battery
119, a gate connected to an output end of the frequency
dividing circuit 122, and a drain connected to the infor-
mation acquiring section 126.
[0010] In the capsule endoscope 110 having the
above-described configuration, an alternating magnetic
field signal from the signal transmission apparatus 102
is received by the magnetic field detection coil 112A, and
based on an internal signal S2 resulting from the received
signal being rectified and subjected to frequency division
by two in the frequency dividing circuit 122, toggle be-
tween supply and stop of power to the information ac-
quiring section 126 is controlled.
[0011] However, a capsule endoscope whose power
supply is controlled based on an external signal may drain
the power of a battery due to erroneous activation of the
capsule endoscope as a result of the capsule endoscope
receiving an unintended noise signal and starting supply
of the power to an information acquiring section, for ex-
ample, during transport before beginning of use.
[0012] Document JP 2005-081005 A discloses an in
vivo information acquiring apparatus according to the
preamble of claim 1. The apparatus is provided with an
imaging circuit, a battery supplying energy used for driv-
ing the imaging circuit, and a power switch to switch on
energy supply to the imaging circuit from the battery. A
switch control circuit controls the power switch, and a
signal detection circuit senses a magnet and sends a
control signal to the switch control circuit to toggle the
control of the power switch in accordance with the sens-
ing condition.
[0013] An object of embodiments of the present inven-
tion is to provide an in vivo information acquiring appa-
ratus that prevents erroneous activation before begin-
ning of use, enabling prevention of battery drain. The
object is solved by the features of the independent claims.
The dependent claims are directed to preferred embod-
iments of the invention.
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Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0014] An in vivo information acquiring apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes, inside a capsule casing, an information acquiring
section that acquires information on an inside (of a body)
of a subject, a power source that supplies power, a de-
tection section that, upon detection of introduction into
the inside of the body of the subject, outputs a detection
signal, a signal receiving section that receives a control
signal from an outside and outputs an internal signal, and
a control section that controls power supply from the pow-
er source to the information acquiring section according
to the internal signal and the detection signal.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015]

Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of a known capsule endoscope.
Fig. 2 is a diagram of an outer appearance of a cap-
sule endoscope according to a first embodiment.
Fig. 3 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of the capsule endoscope according to the
first embodiment.
Fig. 4 is a time chart for describing an operation of
the capsule endoscope according to the first embod-
iment.
Fig. 5A is a configuration diagram for describing a
configuration of a strength amplifying section in a
capsule endoscope according to modification 1 of
the first embodiment.
Fig. 5B is a configuration diagram for describing a
configuration of a strength amplifying section in a
capsule endoscope according to modification 2 of
the first embodiment.
Fig. 5C is a configuration diagram for describing a
configuration of a strength amplifying section in a
capsule endoscope according to modification 3 of
the first embodiment.
Fig. 5D is a configuration diagram for describing a
configuration of a strength amplifying section in a
capsule endoscope according to modification 4 of
the first embodiment.
Fig. 6 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of a capsule endoscope according to a
second embodiment.
Fig. 7 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of a capsule endoscope according to a
third embodiment.
Fig. 8 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of a capsule endoscope according to an
example not pertaining to the invention.
Fig. 9 is a configuration diagram for describing a con-
figuration of a capsule endoscope according to a fur-

ther example not pertaining to the invention.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

<First Embodiment>

[0016] A capsule endoscope (hereinafter also referred
to as "capsule") 10, which is an in vivo information ac-
quiring apparatus according to a first embodiment of the
present invention, will be described below with reference
to the drawings.
[0017] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the capsule 10 has an
elongated capsule shape, and an end portion at which
an image pickup unit 27A and an illumination unit 28A
are disposed has a dome shape formed by a transparent
material, and a central cylindrical portion and an opposed
dome-shaped end portion are each formed by a light-
blocking material. At the central cylindrical portion, an
electrode 20A and an electrode 20B are disposed.
[0018] When the capsule 10 is outside a body, the elec-
trode 20A and the electrode 20B are isolated from each
other, and when the capsule 10 is inside a body, the
electrode 20A and the electrode 20B are electrically con-
nected by a body fluid, for example, a gastric fluid. In
other words, the capsule 10 includes a detection section
20 (see Fig. 3) that detects an impedance (resistance)
between the electrode 20A and the electrode 20B to de-
tect whether or not the capsule 10 is inside a subject
(inside a body).
[0019] Note that, as illustrated in Fig. 3, an in vivo ob-
servation system 1 including the capsule 10 and a trans-
mission apparatus 2 has a configuration similar to that
of the in vivo observation system 101 that has already
been described, and thus, a description of elements hav-
ing functions similar to those of the in vivo observation
system 101 will be omitted. Also, in some of the Figures
referred to below, e.g., a reception apparatus is not illus-
trated. Also, an element described as an independent
component may be a part of another component, and a
component described as a part of another component
may be an independent component.
[0020] The capsule 10 includes the detection section
20, an information acquiring section 26, a reception sec-
tion 11, which is a signal receiving section, a battery 19,
which is a power source, a control section 21, a strength
adjusting section 14, a reference voltage generating sec-
tion 24 and a power source switch 25.
[0021] As already described, the detection section 20
includes the electrode 20A and the electrode 20B, and
upon detection of introduction of the capsule 10 to the
inside of the body of a subject, outputs a detection signal
S20. Note that although the electrode 20A and the elec-
trode 20B illustrated in Fig. 2 each have a shape sur-
rounding the cylindrical portion, the electrode 20A and
the electrode 20B may each have any shape as long as
the shape is a shape that can detect a change in imped-
ance due to introduction to the inside of a body. It is also
possible that the detection section 20 includes three or
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more electrodes and detects electrical connection be-
tween any two of the electrodes. The detection section
20 may be one of e.g., a temperature sensor, a light sen-
sor, a sound sensor, a pH sensor or an intra-body prop-
agation signal sensor. For example, the sound sensor
detects heart sounds peculiar to the inside of a body.
Also, the intra-body propagation signal sensor detects a
signal generated by a high-frequency signal generating
apparatus outside a body and conveyed to the inside of
the body via an external electrode disposed on a surface
of the body of a subject.
[0022] The information acquiring section 26, which ac-
quires information on the inside of the body of a subject,
includes the illumination unit 28, the image pickup unit
27 and an RF unit 29. The illumination unit 28 includes,
for example, an LED that illuminates a wall surface of an
organ inside a body. The image pickup unit 27 includes
a solid-state image pickup device such as a CCD or
CMOS image sensor that picks up an image of the wall
surface of the organ inside the body. The RF unit 29
includes a transmission circuit and a transmission anten-
na that wirelessly transmit video information obtained by
the image pickup unit 27 to the outside of the body. The
video information transmitted by the RF unit 29 is accu-
mulated in an external memory in an external reception
apparatus (not illustrated).
[0023] The signal receiving section 11, which is not
illustrated in detail, includes a reception sensor 12 and
a reception circuit 13, and receives an alternating mag-
netic field signal, which is a control signal from the trans-
mission apparatus 2, and outputs a direct current internal
signal S1.
[0024] The battery 19 is a power source that supplies
power used for driving, e.g., the information acquiring
section 26. Note that although in the below Figures, only
a line of power supply to the information acquiring section
26 is illustrated, the battery 19 supplies power also to the
other components.
[0025] The power source switch 25 is a power switch
including, for example, a P-channel FET, the power
switch performing on/off control of the power supply from
the battery 19 to the information acquiring section 26. In
other words, the power source switch 25 includes a drain
connected to the battery 19, a gate connected to an out-
put of the control section 21, and a source connected to
the information acquiring section 26. The power source
switch 25 performs a toggling operation according to an
input of an internal signal S1
[0026] The strength adjusting section 14, which in-
cludes change-over switches 15 and 18 and an amplifier
16, adjusts a strength of an internal signal S1 outputted
by the reception section 11. In other words, the amplifier
16 amplifies the internal signal S1. Note that the change-
over switches 15 and 18 are on the B-B side in an initial
state.
[0027] The control section 21 includes a comparison
section 23 and a switch control section 22. The compar-
ison section 23 determines whether or not a strength

(voltage) of an internal signal S3 outputted by the recep-
tion section 11 and adjusted by the strength adjusting
section 14 is higher than a voltage VT of a predetermined
voltage signal generated by the reference voltage gen-
erating section 24. Then, based on a result of the deter-
mination, the comparison section 23 outputs a switch
control signal S2 for giving an instruction to maintain or
invert the state by toggling control, to the switch control
section 22.
[0028] Then, the control section 21, upon input of a
detection signal S20 from the detection section 20,
switches the change-over switches 15 and 18 in the
strength adjusting section 14 to the A-A side.
[0029] In other words, the control section 21 is a power
supply control section that performs control to toggle the
power from the battery 19 to the information acquiring
section 26 according to the internal signal S3 and the
detection signal S20, and also performs overall control
of the capsule 10.
[0030] The control section 21, upon input of a detection
signal S20, performs control so that the strength adjust-
ing section 14 raises the strength of the internal signal
S1. In other words, upon detection of introduction to the
inside of a body by the detection section 20, the capsule
10 outputs a switch control signal S2 based on an internal
signal S3 resulting from amplification by the amplifier 16
that amplifies the strength of the internal signal S1. Thus,
the capsule 10 is activated by a weaker control signal
when the capsule 10 is inside a body, compared to when
the capsule 10 is outside a body.
[0031] In other words, when the capsule 10 is outside
a body, the capsule 10 is not activated unless the capsule
10 receives a stronger control signal. Accordingly, when
the capsule 10 is outside a body, even if a noise signal
is applied thereto, the capsule 10 is hard to activate. In
other words, the capsule 10 prevents erroneous activa-
tion before beginning of use, enabling prevention of bat-
tery drain.
[0032] Next, an operation of the capsule 10 will be de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 4.

<T0> Initial state

[0033] In an initial state, the capsule 10 is arranged
outside a body and in a quiescent state (off state) in which
the power source switch 25 is in an open state.
[0034] In other words, since the capsule 10 is not ar-
ranged inside a body, no detection signal S20 from the
detection section 20 is outputted. In other words, a de-
tection signal S20 is at an L level.
[0035] Accordingly, because the change-over switch-
es 15 and 18 are connected to the B-B side, an internal
signal S1 outputted by the reception section 11 is out-
putted from the strength adjusting section 14 with a
strength thereof unchanged and without amplification.
[0036] In the comparison section 23, a voltage of an
internal signal S3 and the voltage VT of the reference
voltage signal are compared. Since no magnetic field sig-
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nal is transmitted, the internal signal S3 is substantially
0 V and is smaller than the reference voltage signal VT.
[0037] Since a switch control signal S2 outputted by
the switch control section 22 based on a result of the
comparison by the comparison section 23 is at an L level,
the power source switch 25 is maintained in an open
state. In other words, the capsule 10 is maintained in a
quiescent state (off state).

<T1> Noise signal input

[0038] A case where the reception section 11 in the
capsule 10 receives a noise signal with a strength M1 is
assumed. The reception section 11, upon receipt of a
noise signal with a strength M1, outputs an internal signal
S1 with a voltage V1. Here, the change-over switches 15
and 18 are connected to the B-B side, and thus, the in-
ternal signal S1 outputted by the reception section 11 is
outputted from the strength adjusting section 14 as an
output signal S3 with the voltage V1 unchanged and with-
out amplification.
[0039] In the comparison section 23, the voltage V1 of
the internal signal S3 and the voltage VT of the reference
voltage signal are compared. Here, V1 < VT. Thus, since
the switch control signal S2 outputted by the switch con-
trol section 22 is at an L level, the power source switch
25 is maintained in an open state. In other words, the
capsule 10 is maintained in a quiescent state (off state).
[0040] In other words, when the capsule 10 is outside
a body, the capsule 10 does not erroneously operate due
to a noise signal generating an internal signal S1 that is
smaller than the voltage VT of the reference voltage sig-
nal to enter an activated state (on state).

<T2> Control signal input

[0041] Upon receipt of a control signal with a strength
M2 from the transmission apparatus 2, the reception sec-
tion 11 outputs an internal signal S1 with a voltage V2.
Then, in the comparison section 23, the voltage V2 of
the internal signal S3 and the voltage VT of the reference
voltage signal are compared. Here, V2 > VT. Accordingly,
the switch control section 22 in the control section 21
outputs an H-level switch control signal S2. Accordingly,
the power source switch 25 enters a closed state, and
thus, power from the battery 19 is supplied to the infor-
mation acquiring section 26, and the capsule 10 enters
an activated state (on state).
[0042] The information acquiring section 26 in an ac-
tivated state picks up an image at predetermined time
intervals, and wirelessly transmits the picked-up image.
The image signal transmitted by the RF unit 29 is checked
via a reception apparatus (not illustrated), whereby nor-
mal operation of the capsule 10 is confirmed.

<T3> Control signal input

[0043] Upon receipt of a control signal with a strength

M2 from the transmission apparatus 2 again, the switch
control section 22 in the control section 21 outputs an H-
level switch control signal S2. Then, the power source
switch 25 enters an open state, and thus, the capsule 10
enters a quiescent state (off state) again. In other words,
each time an internal signal S3 is inputted to the control
section 21, the control section 21 performs a toggling
operation.

<T4> Introduction to inside of body

[0044] The capsule 10 is swallowed and introduced to
the inside of a body of a subject. Then, the electrode 20A
and the electrode 20B are connected via, e.g., a gastric
fluid, whereby the detection section 20 detects the intro-
duction to the inside of the body of the subject, and out-
puts a detection signal S20. In other words, the detection
signal S20 turns from an L level to an H level. The control
section 21 performs control based on the detection signal
S20 so as to switch the change-over switches 15 and 18
in the strength adjusting section 14 to the A-A side.
[0045] Then, an internal signal S3 resulting from an
internal signal S1 outputted by the reception section 11
being amplified by the amplifier 16 is inputted to the con-
trol section 21. Note that an amplification factor of the
amplifier 16 is set according to the condition before use
(swallow) and the use conditions. As described later,
when the capsule 10 is introduced to the inside of the
body, a distance between the capsule 10 and the trans-
mission apparatus 2 becomes long, and the control signal
is attenuated by body tissues existing in the transmission
path. Thus, at least amplification processing for amplify-
ing a received signal S1 to a strength enabling the cap-
sule 10 inside the body to be controlled via a control signal
generated by the transmission apparatus 2 is necessary.

<T5> Control signal input

[0046] Upon receipt of a control signal with a strength
M3 from the transmission apparatus 2, the reception sec-
tion 11 outputs an internal signal S1 with a voltage V3.
In other words, the strength M3 of the control signal re-
ceived by the capsule 10 inside the body is smaller than
the strength M2 of the control signal received outside the
body. Furthermore, here, a case where the strength M3
is smaller than the strength M1 of the noise signal is as-
sumed. In other words, a relationship among the voltages
of the internal signal S1 outputted by the reception sec-
tion 11 is V2 > V1 > V3.
[0047] However, since the change-over switches 15
and 18 in the strength adjusting section 14 is switched
to the A-A side, the internal signal S1 with the voltage V3
is amplified by the amplifier 16 and the voltage becomes
V4. In other words, an amplification factor of the amplifier
16 is V4/V3.
[0048] Then, in the comparison section 23, the voltage
V4 of the internal signal S3 and the voltage VT of the
reference voltage signal are compared. Here, V4 > VT.

7 8 



EP 2 625 999 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Accordingly, the switch control section 22 in the control
section 21 outputs an H-level switch control signal S2.
Accordingly, the power source switch 25 enters a closed
state, and thus, power from the battery 19 is supplied to
the information acquiring section 26, whereby the cap-
sule 10 is activated.
[0049] In other words, in the capsule 10, even a control
signal with the strength M3, which is smaller than a noise
signal with the strength M1 that does not function as an
activation signal outside the body, functions as a control
signal inside the body. Accordingly, it is not necessary
to increase a strength of a magnetic field signal to be
transmitted, in order to control the capsule 10 inside the
body via the transmission apparatus 2.
[0050] The information acquiring section 26 in an ac-
tivated state picks up an image at predetermined time
intervals, and wirelessly transmits an image signal. The
image signal transmitted by the RF unit 29 is received
by a reception apparatus and stored in the external mem-
ory.

<T6> Control signal input

[0051] Upon receipt of a control signal with the strength
M3 from the transmission apparatus 2 again, the switch
control section 22 in the control section 21 outputs an H-
level switch control signal S2. Then, the power source
switch 25 enters an open state, and the capsule 10 enters
a quiescent state again.
[0052] In other words, control to turn on/off the capsule
10 that is inside the body can also be performed via a
control signal.
[0053] As described above, during a period (T0 to T4)
in which the capsule 10 is arranged outside the body, the
strength adjusting section 14 selects a path (B-B) in which
the internal signal S1 is not amplified, and thus, the state
of the power source switch 25 is insusceptible to a noise
signal. On the other hand, after the capsule 10 is ar-
ranged inside the body (T4 onwards), the strength ad-
justing section 14 selects a path (A-A) in which the inter-
nal signal S1 is amplified, and thus, even with a weak
control signal, the power source switch 25 can be con-
trolled. In other words, the capsule 10 has no possibility
of erroneous activation/erroneous stoppage, enabling
prevention of battery drain.

<Modifications 1 to 4 of First Embodiment>

[0054] Next, capsule endoscopes 10A to 10D accord-
ing to modifications 1 to 4 of the first embodiment of the
present invention will be described. The capsule endo-
scopes 10A to 10D are similar to the capsule endoscope
10 and thus only differences between each of the capsule
endoscopes 10A to 10D and the capsule endoscope 10
will be described.
[0055] As illustrated in Fig. 5A, a strength adjusting
section 14A in the capsule endoscope 10A according to
modification 1 includes a first amplifier 16A and a second

amplifier 16B with an amplification factor that is larger
than that of the first amplifier 16A, and a gain of an internal
signal S1, that is, a strength of an internal signal S3 to
be outputted can be adjusted via change-over switches
15 and 18.
[0056] A control section 21 performs control so that the
internal signal S1 is amplified by the first amplifier 16A
when the capsule 10A is outside a body, and the internal
signal S1 is amplified by the second amplifier 16B when
the capsule 10A is inside a body.
[0057] For example, even when the capsule 10A is out-
side a body, even if a magnitude of an internal signal S1
outputted by the reception section 11 is small and an
internal signal strength V2 is smaller than a voltage VT
of a reference voltage signal, the internal signal S1 can
be amplified to be equal to or larger than the voltage VT
of the reference voltage signal.
[0058] Note that the amplification factor of the amplifier
16A, a bare minimum value necessary for preventing ac-
tivation by a noise signal is arbitrarily set.
[0059] The capsule 10A according to the present mod-
ification provides the effects provided by the capsule 10,
and also enables reliable on/off control even if the
strength of the internal signal S1 outputted by the recep-
tion section 11 outside a body is small.
[0060] Next, as illustrated in Fig. 5B, a strength adjust-
ing section 14B in the capsule endoscope 10B according
to modification 2 includes an attenuator 17, and can ad-
just a strength of an internal signal S1 via change-over
switches 15 and 18.
[0061] An attenuation factor of the attenuator 17 is set
according to the use conditions as with, e.g., the ampli-
fication factor of the amplifier 16 in the first embodiment,
which has already been described.
[0062] A control section 21 performs control so that the
internal signal S1 is attenuated by the attenuator 17 when
the capsule 10B is outside a body and the internal signal
S1 is outputted as it is when the capsule 10B is inside a
body. Accordingly, the capsule 10B is hard to activate by
a noise signal.
[0063] The capsule 10B according to the present mod-
ification provides the effects provided by the capsule 10,
and furthermore, is hard to erroneously activate even
when the strength of the internal signal S1 outputted by
the reception section 11 outside a body is large.
[0064] Next, as illustrated in Fig. 5C, a strength adjust-
ing section 14C in the capsule endoscope 10C according
to modification 3 includes a first attenuator 17A, and a
second attenuator 17B with an attenuation factor that is
smaller than that of the first attenuator 17A, and can ad-
just a strength of an internal signal S1 via change-over
switches 15 and 18.
[0065] The control section 21 performs control so that
the internal signal S1 is attenuated by the first attenuator
17A when the capsule 10C is outside a body and the
internal signal S1 is attenuated by the second attenuator
17B when the capsule 10C is inside a body.
[0066] The capsule 10C according to the present mod-
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ification provides the effects provided by the capsule 10,
and furthermore, is hard to erroneously activate even if
the strength of the internal signal S1 outputted by a re-
ception section 11 is large.
[0067] Next, as illustrated in Fig. 5D, a strength adjust-
ing section 14D in the capsule endoscope 10D according
to modification 4 includes an attenuator 17 and an am-
plifier 16, and can adjust a strength of an internal signal
S1 via change-over switches 15 and 18.
[0068] A control section 21 performs control so that the
internal signal S1 is attenuated by the attenuator 17 when
the capsule 10D is outside a body and the internal signal
S1 is amplified by the amplifier 16 when the capsule 10D
is inside a body.
[0069] The capsule 10D according to the present mod-
ification provides the effects provided by the capsule 10,
and furthermore, can reliably perform on/off control with-
out erroneous operation even if a strength of an internal
signal outputted by a reception section 11 when the cap-
sule 10D is outside a body is large and a strength of an
internal signal outputted by the reception section 11 when
the capsule 10D is inside a body is small.

<Second Embodiment>

[0070] Next, a capsule endoscope 10E according to a
second embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed. Since the capsule endoscope 10E is similar to
the capsule endoscope 10, only differences therebe-
tween will be described.
[0071] As illustrated in Fig. 6, the capsule endoscope
10E includes a field-effect transistor (FET) 33 instead of
the reference voltage generating section and the com-
parison section. The FET 33, which is an inverter circuit,
outputs a voltage inputted to an S terminal to a D terminal
where a voltage of an internal signal S3 inputted to a G
terminal is larger than a predetermined threshold value.
In other words, a voltage of a signal S4 outputted to a
control section 21E varies according to the internal signal
S3.
[0072] The capsule endoscope 10E according to the
present embodiment provides the effects provided by the
capsule endoscope 10 and furthermore, has a simple
configuration. Note that the configuration of the capsule
endoscope 10E can also be used for the capsules 10A
to 10D, which have been already described.

<Third Embodiment>

[0073] Next, a capsule endoscope 10F according to a
third embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed. Since the capsule endoscope 10F is similar to
the capsule endoscope 10, only differences therebe-
tween will be described.
[0074] As illustrated in Fig. 7, the capsule endoscope
10F includes a sensitivity adjusting section 30 that in-
cludes a first reference voltage generating section 24A,
a second reference voltage generating section 24B, and

a switch 24C that switches between reference voltages
to be outputted.
[0075] As already described, a control section per-
forms control according to an internal signal with a
strength exceeding a predetermined threshold value. In
other words, the comparison section 23 compares a com-
parison voltage, which is a predetermined threshold val-
ue, and an internal signal, and based on a result of the
comparison, the control section performs control.
[0076] In the capsule endoscope 10 according to the
first embodiment, the strength adjusting section 14 ad-
justs (increases/decreases) the strength of the internal
signal S1. On the other hand, in the capsule endoscope
10F according to the present embodiment, the sensitivity
adjusting section 30 adjusts (increases/decreases) a ref-
erence voltage.
[0077] In other words, a first reference voltage VTA
generated by the first reference voltage generating sec-
tion 24A is higher than a second reference voltage VTB
generated by the second reference voltage generating
section 24B. Then, a control section 21F controls the
switch 24C in the sensitivity adjusting section 30 so that
the first reference voltage VTA is outputted from the sen-
sitivity adjusting section 30 when the capsule 10F is out-
side a body (detection signal S20: L level) and the second
reference voltage VTB that is lower than the first refer-
ence voltage VTA is outputted when the capsule 10F is
inside a body (detection signal S20: H level).
[0078] As with, e.g., the amplification factor of the am-
plifier 16, which has already been described in the first
embodiment, the first reference voltage VTA and the sec-
ond reference voltage VTB are set according to the con-
ditions before use (swallow) and the use conditions.
[0079] The capsule 10F according to the present em-
bodiment provides effects that are the same as those of
the capsule 10.

<Example Not Pertaining to the Invention>

[0080] Next, a capsule endoscope 10G according to
an example not pertaining to the present invention will
be described. Since the capsule endoscope 10G is sim-
ilar to the capsule endoscope 10, only differences ther-
ebetween will be described.
[0081] As illustrated in Fig. 8, in the capsule endoscope
10G, a signal receiving section 11G includes a first signal
receiving section 11A that receives a first control signal
from the outside and outputs a first internal signal S11A,
a second signal receiving section 11B that receives a
second control signal from the outside and outputs a sec-
ond internal signal S11B, and a switch 31 via which the
first internal signal S11A or the second internal signal
S11B is selected as an internal signal S1. Note that the
first signal receiving section 11A includes a first reception
sensor 12A and a first reception circuit 13A, and the sec-
ond signal receiving section 11B includes a second re-
ception sensor 12B and a second reception circuit 13B.
[0082] For example, the number of turns of a magnetic
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field detection coil in the second reception sensor 12B is
larger than that of the first reception sensor 12A. Accord-
ingly, even if the second signal receiving section 11B
receives a signal with a strength that is the same as that
of a signal received by the first signal receiving section
11A, the second signal receiving section 11B outputs an
internal signal that is stronger than that of the first signal
receiving section 11A.
[0083] Then, a control section 21G controls the switch
31 according to a detection signal S20 from the detection
section 20. In other words, when the capsule endoscope
10G is outside a body, the first internal signal S11A is
inputted to a comparison section 23 as an internal signal
S1, and when the capsule endoscope 10G is inside a
body, the second internal signal S11B is inputted to the
comparison section 23 as the internal signal S1.
[0084] The comparison section 23 compares the inter-
nal signal S1 selected via the switch 31 (the first internal
signal S11A or the second internal signal S11B), and a
reference voltage VT.
[0085] In other words, when the capsule endoscope
10G is outside a body (detection signal S20: L level), the
first signal receiving section 11A, which outputs a small
internal signal S11A, is used, and when the capsule en-
doscope 10G is introduced to the inside of a body (de-
tection signal S20: H level), the second signal receiving
section 11B, which outputs a strong internal signal S11B,
is used.
[0086] Accordingly, the capsule 10G according to the
present example, which includes a plurality of signal re-
ceiving sections, provides effects that are the same as
those of the capsule 10.
[0087] Note that in a modification of the capsule 10G,
control signals received by the first signal receiving sec-
tion 11A and the second signal receiving section 11B in
the reception section 11G may be different types of phys-
ical energies. For example, it is possible that a control
signal received by the first signal receiving section 11A
when the capsule is outside a body is an optical signal
and a control signal received by the second signal re-
ceiving section 11B when the capsule is inside a body is
a magnetic field signal.
[0088] The capsule according to the modification,
which includes a plurality of signal receiving sections that
respectively receive different types of signals, provides
effects that are the same as those of the capsule 10G,
and furthermore, is hard to erroneously operate.

<Further Example Not Pertaining to the Invention>

[0089] Next, a capsule endoscope 10H according to a
further example not pertaining to the present invention
will be described. Since the capsule endoscope 10H is
similar to the capsule endoscope 10G, only differences
therebetween will be described.
[0090] As illustrated in Fig. 9, in the capsule endoscope
10H, a control section 21H includes a calculation section
32 that generates an internal signal S2 based on a first

internal signal S11A and a second internal signal S11B.
[0091] When no detection signal S20 is inputted to the
calculation section 32, upon a simultaneous input of both
signals, i.e., the first internal signal S11A and the second
internal signal S11B, the calculation section 32 controls
an output of the internal signal S2. On the other hand,
when a detection signal S20 is inputted to the calculation
section 32, upon input of at least either signal of the first
internal signal S11A and the second internal signal S11B,
the control section 21H controls the output of the internal
signal S2.
[0092] In other words, the calculation section 32 con-
trols the output of the internal signal S2 according to a
logical product of the two internal signals S11A and S11B
when the capsule endoscope 10H is outside a body and
controls the output of the internal signal S2 according to
a logical sum of the two internal signals S11A and S11B
when the capsule endoscope 10H is inside a body.
[0093] Then, respective directions of control signal de-
tection by the first signal receiving section 11A and the
second signal receiving section 11B in the reception sec-
tion 11H are orthogonal to each other. In other words,
directions of magnetic field detection by respective mag-
netic field detection coils are orthogonal to each other.
[0094] For example, when no detection signal S20 is
inputted, if strengths of signals received by the first inter-
nal signal S11A and the second internal signal S11B both
exceed a voltage VT of a reference voltage signal, a
switch control signal S2 provides a toggling operation. In
other words, unless control signals are applied from two
directions, the operating state of a switch 25 does not
change.
[0095] On the other hand, when a detection signal S20
is inputted, if at least either of the strength of the first
internal signal S11A and the strength of the second in-
ternal signal S11B exceeds the voltage VT of the refer-
ence voltage signal, the switch control signal S2 provides
a toggling operation.
[0096] A position of the capsule 10H inside a body can-
not be figured out. However, since control signals from
two directions can efficiently be received, the capsule
10H can easily be controlled even when the capsule 10H
is inside a body. Furthermore, a larger one of the first
internal signal S11A and the second internal signal S11B
may be used for the control or a synthesized signal ob-
tained by addition of the first internal signal S11A and
the second internal signal S11B may be used for the con-
trol.
[0097] The capsule 10H according to the present ex-
ample provides effects that are the same as those of the
capsule 10G and furthermore more reliably prevents er-
roneous activation, enabling prevention of battery drain.
[0098] Furthermore, in modification 1 of the capsule
10H, it is possible that the control section 21H in the cap-
sule endoscope 10H controls an output of an internal
signal S2 only according to a first internal signal S11A
when no detection signal S20 is inputted and according
to at least either of the first internal signal S11A and the
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second internal signal S11B when a detection signal is
inputted.
[0099] Note that in modification 2 of the capsule 10H,
it is possible that the capsule further includes a third sig-
nal receiving section that efficiently receives a magnetic
field in a direction orthogonal to the directions of magnetic
field detections by the first signal receiving section 11A
and the second signal receiving section 11B, and a con-
trol section performs control only according to a first in-
ternal signal when the capsule is outside a body and ac-
cording to any one of internal signals or a synthesized
signal of three internal signals.
[0100] Furthermore, in modification 3 of the capsule
10H, control signals received by the first signal receiving
section 11A and the second signal receiving section 11B
may be different types of physical energies.
[0101] Note that in a modification of the capsule 10G,
it is possible that the capsule further includes a third sig-
nal receiving section that efficiently receives a magnetic
field in a direction orthogonal to those of the first signal
receiving section 11A and the second signal receiving
section 11B, and a control section performs control only
according to a first internal signal when the capsule is
outside a body and according to any one of internal sig-
nals or a synthesized signal of three internal signals.
[0102] Furthermore, in a modification of the capsule
10G, control signals received by the first signal receiving
section 11A and the second signal receiving section 11B
may be different types of physical energies.
[0103] Although the above description has been pro-
vided taking a capsule endoscope as an example of an
in vivo information acquiring apparatus, an in vivo infor-
mation acquiring system according to the present inven-
tion can be applied to various types of capsule in vivo
information acquiring apparatuses such as capsule med-
ical apparatuses for digestive organ fluid collection, cap-
sule pH sensors and capsule temperature sensors.
[0104] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiments and modifications, and
combinations of the embodiments and modifications,
various variations, alterations and the like are possible
without departing from the scope of the present invention.
[0105] The present application claims the priority of
Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-228972 filed in
Japan on October 8, 2010.

Claims

1. An in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10, 10A
- 10E) comprising, inside a capsule casing,
an information acquiring section (26) that acquires
information on an inside of a body of a subject,
a power source (19) that supplies power,
a detection section (20) that, upon detection of intro-
duction into the inside of the body of the subject,
outputs a detection signal (S20),
a signal receiving section (11) that receives a control

signal from an outside of the body of the subject and
outputs an internal signal (S1, S3),
a power source switch (25) performing on/off control
of the power supply from the power source (19) to
the information acquiring section (26) and perform-
ing a toggling operation according to the internal sig-
nal (S1, S3); and
a control section (21) that controls the power source
switch (25) to perform the power supply from the
power source (19) to the information acquiring sec-
tion (26) according to the internal signal (S1, S3) and
the detection signal (S20),
the control section (21) is configured to determine
whether or not a strength of the internal signal (S1,
S3) exceeds a predetermined threshold value (VT)
and, based on a result of the determination, gives
an instruction (S2) to maintain or invert the operation
state of the power source switch (25) by toggling
operation, and characterised in that
the in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10, 10A
- 10E) further comprises a strength adjusting section
(14) that adjusts the strength of the internal signal
(S1, S3) before the internal signal (S1, S3) is inputted
into the control section (21), wherein
upon input of the detection signal (S20), the control
section (21) controls the strength adjusting section
(14) so as to raise or lower the strength of the internal
signal (S1, S3).

2. The in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10, 10A
- 10E) according to claim 1, wherein the strength
adjusting section (14) includes an amplification sec-
tion (16, 16A, 16B) that raises the strength of the
internal signal (S1, S3).

3. The in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10B -
10D) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the strength
adjusting section (14) includes an attenuation sec-
tion (17, 17A, 17B) that lowers the strength of the
internal signal (S1, S3).

4. An in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10F)
comprising, inside a capsule casing,
an information acquiring section (26) that acquires
information on an inside of a body of a subject,
a power source (19) that supplies power,
a detection section (20) that, upon detection of intro-
duction into the inside of the body of the subject,
outputs a detection signal (S20),
a signal receiving section (11) that receives a control
signal from an outside of the body of the subject and
outputs an internal signal (S1),
a power source switch (25) performing on/off control
of the power supply from the power source (19) to
the information acquiring section (26) and perform-
ing a toggling operation according to the internal sig-
nal (S1); and
a control section (21) that controls the power source
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switch (25) to perform the power supply from the
power source (19) to the information acquiring sec-
tion (26) according to the internal signal (S1) and the
detection signal (S20),
the control section (21) is configured to determine
whether or not a strength of the internal signal (S1)
exceeds a threshold value (VT) and based on a result
of the determination, gives an instruction (S2) to
maintain or invert the operation state of the power
source switch (2) by toggling operation, and char-
acterised in that
the in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10F) fur-
ther includes a sensitivity adjusting section (30) that
increases or decreases the threshold value accord-
ing to the detection signal (S20).

5. The in vivo information acquiring apparatus (10F)
according to claim 4, wherein upon input of the de-
tection signal (S20), the control section (21) performs
control so that the sensitivity adjusting section (30)
decreases the threshold value.

Patentansprüche

1. In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung (10,
10A - 10E), die innerhalb eines Kapselgehäuses auf-
weist:

einen Informationserlangungsabschnitt (26),
der Informationen über ein Inneres eines Kör-
pers eines Subjektes erlangt,
eine Energiequelle (19), die Energie zuführt,
einen Erfassungsabschnitt (20), der auf ein Er-
fassen einer Einführung in das Innere des Kör-
pers des Subjektes hin ein Erfassungssignal
(S20) ausgibt,
einen Signalempfangsabschnitt (11), der ein
Steuersignal von einer Außenseite des Körpers
des Subjektes empfängt und ein internes Signal
(S1, S3) ausgibt,
einen Energiequellenschalter (25), der eine
Ein/Aus-Steuerung der Energiezufuhr von der
Energiequelle (19) zu dem Informationserlan-
gungsabschnitt (26) durchführt und einen Um-
schaltbetrieb entsprechend dem internen Signal
(S1, S3) durchführt; und
einen Steuerabschnitt (21), der den Energie-
quellenschalter (25) steuert, um die Energiezu-
fuhr von der Energiequelle (19) zu dem Informa-
tionserlangungsabschnitt (26) entsprechend
dem internen Signal (S1, S3) und dem Erfas-
sungssignal (S20) durchzuführen,
wobei der Steuerabschnitt (21) ausgelegt ist, zu
bestimmen, ob eine Stärke des internen Signals
(S1, S3) einen vorbestimmten Schwellenwert
(VT) überschreitet, und auf der Grundlage eines
Ergebnisses der Bestimmung eine Anweisung

(S2) zum Halten oder Invertieren des Betriebs-
zustands des Energiequellenschalters (25)
durch Umschaltbetrieb ausgibt,
und dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung
(10, 10A - 10E) außerdem einen Stärkenein-
stellabschnitt (14) aufweist, der die Stärke des
internen Signals (S1, S3) einstellt, bevor das in-
terne Signal (S1, S3) in den Steuerabschnitt (21)
eingegeben wird, wobei
der Steuerabschnitt (21) auf eine Eingabe des
Erfassungssignals (S20) hin den Stärkenein-
stellabschnitt (14) steuert, um die Stärke des in-
ternen Signals (S1, S3) zu erhöhen oder zu ver-
ringern.

2. In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung (10,
10A - 10E) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Stärkenein-
stellabschnitt (14) einen Verstärkungsabschnitt (16,
16A - 16E) enthält, der die Stärke des internen Sig-
nals (S1, S3) erhöht.

3. In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung (10B -
10D) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Stärken-
einstellabschnitt (14) einen Dämpfungsabschnitt
(17, 17A, 17B) enthält, der die Stärke des internen
Signals (S1, S3) verringert.

4. In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung (10F),
die innerhalb eines Kapselgehäuses aufweist:

einen Informationserlangungsabschnitt (26),
der Informationen über ein Inneres eines Kör-
pers eines Subjektes erlangt,
eine Energiequelle (19), die Energie zuführt,
einen Erfassungsabschnitt (20), der auf ein Er-
fassen einer Einführung in das Innere des Kör-
pers des Subjektes hin ein Erfassungssignal
(S20) ausgibt,
einen Signalempfangsabschnitt (11), der ein
Steuersignal von einer Außenseite des Körpers
des Subjektes empfängt und ein internes Signal
(S1) ausgibt,
einen Energiequellenschalter (25), der eine
Ein/Aus-Steuerung der Energiezufuhr von der
Energiequelle (19) zu dem Informationserlan-
gungsabschnitt (26) durchführt und einen Um-
schaltbetrieb entsprechend dem internen Signal
(S1) durchführt; und
einen Steuerabschnitt (21), der den Energie-
quellenschalter (25) steuert, um die Energiezu-
fuhr von der Energiequelle (19) zu dem Informa-
tionserlangungsabschnitt (26) entsprechend
dem internen Signal (S1) und dem Erfassungs-
signal (S20) durchzuführen,
wobei der Steuerabschnitt (21) ausgelegt ist, zu
bestimmen, ob eine Stärke des internen Signals
(S1) einen Schwellenwert (VT) überschreitet,
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und auf der Grundlage eines Ergebnisses der
Bestimmung eine Anweisung (S2) zum Halten
oder Invertieren des Betriebszustands des En-
ergiequellenschalters (2) durch Umschaltbe-
trieb ausgibt,
und dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung
(10F) außerdem einen Empfindlichkeitseinstell-
abschnitt (30) enthält, der den Schwellenwert
entsprechend dem Erfassungssignal (S20) er-
höht oder verringert.

5. In-Vivo-Informationserlangungsvorrichtung (10F)
nach Anspruch 4, wobei der Steuerabschnitt (21) auf
eine Eingabe des Erfassungssignals (S20) hin eine
Steuerung durchführt, sodass der Empfindlichkeits-
einstellabschnitt (30) den Schwellenwert verringert.

Revendications

1. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10, 10A
à 10E) comprenant, à l’intérieur d’un boîtier de cap-
sule,
une section d’acquisition d’informations (26) qui ac-
quiert des informations sur un intérieur d’un corps
d’un sujet,
une source d’alimentation (19) qui fournit une ali-
mentation,
une section de détection (20) qui, lors de la détection
d’une introduction dans l’intérieur du corps du sujet,
fournit en sortie un signal de détection (S20),
une section de réception de signal (11) qui reçoit un
signal de commande depuis un extérieur du corps
du sujet et fournit en sortie un signal interne (S1, S3),
un commutateur de source d’alimentation (25) réa-
lisant une commande marche/arrêt de la fourniture
d’alimentation de la source d’alimentation (19) à la
section d’acquisition d’informations (26) et réalisant
une opération de bascule selon le signal interne (S1,
S3) ; et
une section de commande (21) qui commande au
commutateur de source d’alimentation (25) de réa-
liser la fourniture d’alimentation de la source d’ali-
mentation (19) à la section d’acquisition d’informa-
tions (26) selon le signal interne (S1, S3) et le signal
de détection (S20),
la section de commande (21) est configurée pour
déterminer si une intensité du signal interne (S1, S3)
dépasse ou non une valeur seuil prédéterminée (VT)
et, d’après un résultat de la détermination, donne
une instruction (S2) de maintenir ou d’inverser l’état
de fonctionnement du commutateur de source d’ali-
mentation (25) par une opération de bascule,
et caractérisé en ce que
l’appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10,
10A à 10E) comprend en outre une section de ré-
glage d’intensité (14) qui règle l’intensité du signal

interne (S1, S3) avant que le signal interne (S1, S3)
soit entré dans la section de commande (21), dans
lequel
lors d’une entrée du signal de détection (S20), la
section de commande (21) commande la section de
réglage d’intensité (14) de façon à augmenter ou di-
minuer l’intensité du signal interne (S1, S3).

2. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10, 10A
à 10E) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la sec-
tion de réglage d’intensité (14) comporte une section
d’amplification (16, 16A, 16B) qui augmente l’inten-
sité du signal interne (S1, S3).

3. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10B à
10D) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel la
section de réglage d’intensité (14) comporte une
section d’atténuation (17, 17A, 17B) qui diminue l’in-
tensité du signal interne (S1, S3).

4. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10F)
comprenant, à l’intérieur d’un boîtier de capsule,
une section d’acquisition d’informations (26) qui ac-
quiert des informations sur un intérieur d’un corps
d’un sujet,
une source d’alimentation (19) qui fournit une ali-
mentation,
une section de détection (20) qui, lors de la détection
d’une introduction dans l’intérieur du corps du sujet,
fournit en sortie un signal de détection (S20),
une section de réception de signal (11) qui reçoit un
signal de commande depuis un extérieur du corps
du sujet et fournit en sortie un signal interne (S1),
un commutateur de source d’alimentation (25) réa-
lisant une commande marche/arrêt de la fourniture
d’alimentation de la source d’alimentation (19) à la
section d’acquisition d’informations (26) et réalisant
une opération de bascule selon le signal interne
(S1) ; et
une section de commande (21) qui commande au
commutateur de source d’alimentation (25) de réa-
liser la fourniture d’alimentation de la source d’ali-
mentation (19) à la section d’acquisition d’informa-
tions (26) selon le signal interne (S1) et le signal de
détection (S20),
la section de commande (21) est configurée pour
déterminer si une intensité du signal interne (S1) dé-
passe ou non une valeur seuil (VT) et d’après un
résultat de la détermination, donne une instruction
(S2) de maintenir ou d’inverser l’état de fonctionne-
ment du commutateur de source d’alimentation (2)
par une opération de bascule, et caractérisé en ce
que
l’appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10F)
comporte en outre une section de réglage de sensi-
bilité (30) qui augmente ou diminue la valeur seuil
selon le signal de détection (S20).
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5. Appareil d’acquisition d’informations in vivo (10F)
selon la revendication 4, dans lequel, lors d’une en-
trée du signal de détection (S20), la section de com-
mande (21) réalise une commande de sorte que la
section de réglage de sensibilité (30) diminue la va-
leur seuil.
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