
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

50
5 

91
0

A
1

TEPZZ¥5Z59_ZA_T
(11) EP 3 505 910 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
03.07.2019 Bulletin 2019/27

(21) Application number: 17877269.5

(22) Date of filing: 29.11.2017

(51) Int Cl.:
G01N 21/27 (2006.01) C21B 5/00 (2006.01)

C21B 7/24 (2006.01) G01N 21/17 (2006.01)

G06T 7/00 (2017.01) G01N 15/02 (2006.01)

G01N 21/84 (2006.01) F27D 21/02 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/JP2017/042709

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2018/101287 (07.06.2018 Gazette 2018/23)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(30) Priority: 30.11.2016 JP 2016231969

(71) Applicant: JFE Steel Corporation
Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• YAMAHIRA, Naoshi

Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)
• NISHINO, Takahiro

Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)
• HIRATA, Takehide

Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)
• TSUDA, Kazuro

Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)
• TSUBOI, Toshiki

Tokyo 100-0011 (JP)

(74) Representative: Haseltine Lake Kempner LLP
Bürkleinstrasse 10
80538 München (DE)

(54) POWDER RATIO MEASURING DEVICE AND POWDER RATIO MEASURING SYSTEM

(57) Provided are a fine ratio measuring device and
a fine ratio measuring system that can accurately meas-
ure in real time the fine ratio of fines adhering to the sur-
face of a material in the form of lumps used as a raw
material in an operation process in, for example, a blast
furnace.

The fine ratio measuring device that measures the
fine ratio of fines adhering to the surface of the material
in the form of lumps includes: an illumination unit that
illuminates the material in the form of lumps; an imaging
unit that captures an image of the material in the form of
lumps and produces image data; and an arithmetic unit
including a computation unit that computes a character-
istic quantity of the image data produced by the imaging
unit and a conversion unit that converts the characteristic
quantity computed by the computation unit to the fine
ratio.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a fine ratio
measuring device for raw materials used for blast furnac-
es and to a fine ratio measuring system.

Background Art

[0002] In production facilities such as blast furnaces
that use raw materials such as minerals, the grain sizes
of the raw materials affect the operations of production
processes. Therefore, to stabilize the production proc-
esses, it is necessary to obtain the information about the
grain sizes of the raw materials in advance. In particular,
in a blast furnace, it is important to know the grain sizes
of raw materials such as ore and coke, and it is also
necessary to operate the blast furnace with attention to
the fine ratios of fine-grained fines adhering to the raw
materials to be charged into the blast furnace in order to
ensure ventilation in the furnace. The fine ratio is the ratio
of the mass of fines to the total mass charged.
[0003] To maintain ventilation in the blast furnace, it is
important to provide spaces between lumps of the
charged materials. When the charged materials contain
a large amount of small lumps and fines, the spaces be-
tween the lumps of the charged materials are filled with
the small lumps and fines, and the ventilation deterio-
rates. Therefore, the raw materials to be charged are
sieved in advance, and only the lumps on the sieve are
charged into the blast furnace. Generally, by performing
sieving before charging into the blast furnace, the grain
size of coke is often adjusted to 25 to 35 mm or more,
and the grain size of sintered ore or iron ore is adjusted
to 5 to 25 mm or more. However, it is difficult to completely
remove the raw materials in the form of fines by a general
sieving operation. In particular, fines adhering to lumps
are charged together with the lumps into the blast fur-
nace, and the lumps and the fines are separated in the
blast furnace. Therefore, there is a need to know the
amount of fines adhering to the lumps in advance so that
the amount of fines charged into the blast furnace is re-
duced as much as possible.
[0004] The grain sizes of raw materials for a blast fur-
nace and their fine ratios are conventionally analyzed by
periodic sampling of the raw materials and sieving. How-
ever, the analysis is time consuming, and therefore the
raw materials conveyed cannot be analyzed in real time.
To analyze the grain size of a raw material in real time,
it is necessary to use a device capable of measuring the
grain size of the raw material in real time during convey-
ance of the raw material using, for example, a conveyor.
One of such devices is disclosed in Patent Literature 1.
In this device, a raw material on a conveyor for conveying
the raw material is sampled. The sample is sieved using,
for example, a robot, and the distribution of the grain size
is measured automatically.

[0005] Devices capable of measuring the grain size of
a raw material in real time using, for example, a camera
have been disclosed. Patent Literature 2 discloses a
method for detecting the grain size of a bulk raw material
conveyed on a conveyor by capturing an image of the
bulk raw material on the conveyor to produce image data,
determining the distribution of brightness from the image
data, and detecting the grain size of the bulk raw material
using the maximum peak height in the brightness distri-
bution.
[0006] Patent Literature 3 discloses a paper fine ad-
hering amount inspection device that measures the
amount of paper fines in the form of particles adhering
to cut surfaces of flat paper sheets using illumination light
and imaging devices.
[0007] Patent Literature 4 discloses a device for de-
tecting a material to be charged into a blast furnace. In
this detection device, the water content of the material
to be charged is detected from spectroscopic information
obtained from reflected light in the near infrared range
that is included in light reflected from the material to be
charged into the blast furnace. The detection device de-
tects the fine ratio in the material to be charged in real
time by obtaining the relation between the moisture con-
tent of the material to be charged and the fine ratio of
fines adhering to the material to be charged.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0008]

PTL 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2005-134301
PTL 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2000-329683
PTL 3: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2014-38014
PTL 4: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2015-124436

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0009] A problem with the device disclosed in Patent
Literature 1 is that, when the frequency of sampling is
excessively high, the operation process is delayed. Since
the inspection is sampling inspection, there is a problem
of sampling representativeness.
[0010] In the method disclosed in Patent Literature 2,
a plurality of sets of data about the maximum peak height
in a brightness distribution measured for a bulk raw ma-
terial with a known grain size are prepared in advance
for different grain sizes. The grain size of a bulk raw ma-
terial is detected by comparing the maximum peak height
in a brightness distribution computed from measured im-
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age data with the prepared maximum peak height data.
This method does not quantitatively measure the fine ra-
tio of fines, and it is not stated that the fine ratio of fines
adhering to a material in the form of lumps can be meas-
ured. Therefore, a problem with the method described in
Patent Literature 2 is that the fine ratio of fines adhering
to the surface of a material in the form of lumps cannot
be measured quantitatively.
[0011] In the device disclosed in Patent Literature 3,
low-brightness computation areas are defined at posi-
tions in the left and right directions of a pixel to be in-
spected, and the positions of adhering paper fines are
determined based on brightness differences in the left
and right low-brightness computation areas. However,
as for fines adhering to a material in the form of lumps,
the differences in brightness cannot be determined be-
cause the surface of the material in the form of lumps is
rough. Another problem with this device is that, since the
illumination light is blocked by the material in the form of
lumps, the fine ratio of fines adhering to the material in
the form of lumps cannot be measured quantitively.
[0012] The device described in Patent Literature 4
measures the fine ratio using spectroscopic information
about near infrared light included in the light reflected
from the material to be charged. To obtain the information
in the near infrared range, a strong light source is nec-
essary. When a strong light source is used to irradiate
the material to be charged, the amount of reflected light
in the near infrared range can be increased. However, a
problem in this case is that heat is generated in the ma-
terial to be charged and affects the operation of the pro-
duction process. In the device described in Patent Liter-
ature 4, the moisture content of the material to be charged
is detected from the spectroscopic information about the
near infrared radiation, and the fine ratio in the material
to be charged is detected from the relation between the
moisture content of the material to be charged and the
fine ratio in the charged material. However, as will be
described later, the correlation between the moisture
content of the material to be charged and the fine ratio
in the material to be charged is not high, and a problem
in this case is that the accuracy of the measurement of
the fine ratio is low.
[0013] The present invention has been made in view
of the problems in the conventional art, and it is an object
to provide a fine ratio measuring device and a fine ratio
measuring system that can accurately measure in real
time the fine ratio of fines adhering to the surface of a
material in the form of lumps used as a raw material for
an operation process in, for example, a blast furnace.
Solution to Problem
[0014] Features of the present invention that solves
the foregoing problems are as follows.

(1) A fine ratio measuring device that measures a
fine ratio of fines adhering to the surface of a material
in the form of lumps, the fine ratio measuring device
including: an illumination unit that illuminates the ma-

terial in the form of lumps; an imaging unit that cap-
tures an image of the material in the form of lumps
and then produces image data; and an arithmetic
unit that computes a characteristic quantity of the
image data produced by the imaging unit and con-
verts the characteristic quantity to the fine ratio.
(2) The fine ratio measuring device according to (1),
wherein the characteristic quantity is an average
brightness obtained by averaging the brightness of
pixels in the image data.
(3) The fine ratio measuring device according to (1),
wherein the characteristic quantity is a modal bright-
ness that is a most frequent brightness in pixels in
the image data.
(4) The fine ratio measuring device according to any
one of (1) to (3), wherein the illumination unit includes
a plurality of light sources with different illumination
directions.
(5) The fine ratio measuring device according to (4),
wherein the imaging unit captures an image of the
material in the form of lumps each time the material
is illuminated using the plurality of light sources from
at least one of the directions thereof to thereby pro-
duce a plurality of sets of image data, and wherein
the arithmetic unit produces maximum brightness
image data and computes the characteristic quantity
using the maximum brightness image data, the max-
imum brightness image data including data about
maximum brightness pixels in the plurality of sets of
image data, each of the maximum brightness pixels
being selected from pixels produced by receiving
light from an identical position of the material in the
form of lumps.
(6) A fine ratio measuring system including: the fine
ratio measuring device according to any one of (1)
to (5); and a conveyor that conveys the material in
the form of lumps, the fine ratio measuring device
being disposed above the conveyor, wherein the fine
ratio measuring device is used to measure the fine
ratio of the fines adhering to the surface of the ma-
terial in the form of lumps.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0015] By using the fine ratio measuring device of the
invention and the fine ratio measuring system of the in-
vention, the fine ratio of fines adhering to the surface of
the material in the form of lumps can be measured with
high accuracy in real time without generation of heat in
the material in the form of lumps. Therefore, in a produc-
tion process in, for example, a blast furnace, the fine ratio
of, for example, coke fines adhering to the surface of
coke used as a raw material can be obtained before the
raw material is charged into the blast furnace, and this
can contribute to stable operation of the production proc-
ess.
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Brief Description of Drawings

[0016]

Fig. 1 is a graph showing the relation between the
average brightness of a material in the form of lumps
with fines adhering thereto and a fine ratio.
Fig. 2 is a graph showing the relation between the
moisture content of the material in the form of lumps
with the fines adhering thereto and the fine ratio.
Fig. 3 is a schematic illustration showing an example
of a fine ratio measuring system 10 according to an
embodiment and its peripheral configuration.
Fig. 4 shows an example of an image with blown out
highlights.
Fig. 5 shows a brightness histogram of the image
with blown out highlights shown in Fig. 4.
Fig. 6 is a graph showing the relation between an
average brightness and the fine ratio and the relation
between a modal brightness and the fine ratio.
Fig. 7 shows illustrations of an example of an illumi-
nation unit 18 in an embodiment.
Fig. 8 shows illustrations of an example of an illumi-
nation unit 40 in an embodiment.
Fig. 9 shows examples of an image of coke 22 illu-
minated by the illumination unit.

Description of Embodiments

[0017] The present inventors have found that there is
a correlation between the fine ratio of fines having a gran
size of 1 mm or less and adhering to a material in the
form of lumps and an average brightness in image data
obtained by capturing an image of the material in the form
of lumps, and thus the invention has been completed.
First, a description will be given of the high correlation
between the average of brightness values in the image
data obtained by capturing an image of the material in
the form of lumps and the fine ratio of fines of 1 mm or
less adhering to the material in the form of lumps.
[0018] Fig. 1 is a graph showing the relation between
the average brightness of the material in the form of
lumps with fines adhering thereto and the fine ratio. Fig.
1 shows results obtained using, as the material in the
form of lumps, lump coke having a grain size of 35 mm
or more with coke fines with a grain size of 1 mm or less
adhering to its surface. The vertical axis represents the
fine ratio (% by mass) of the coke fines of 1 mm or less
adhering to the lump coke, and the horizontal axis rep-
resents the average brightness of the image data ob-
tained by capturing an image of the lump coke with the
coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering thereto. The lump
coke with a grain size of 35 mm or more was prepared
by sieving coke with a sieve with a mesh size of 35 mm.
The fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering
to the surface of the lump coke was computed as follows.
The lump coke was dried at 120 to 200°C for 4 hours or
longer to constant weight and then sieved with a sieve

with a mesh size of 1 mm, and the ratio of the difference
in mass of the lump coke before and after sieving to the
mass before sieving was computed. This method uses
the fact that the adhering fines fall off in a dry state. The
average brightness of the image data about the lump
coke with the fines adhering thereto was computed by
arithmetically averaging the brightness (0 to 255) of pix-
els in the image data captured by a digital camera under
predetermined illumination.
[0019] As shown in Fig. 1, there is a high correlation
between the fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less
adhering to the lump coke and the average brightness
of the image data for the lump coke, and the coefficient
of determination (R2) that measures the strength of the
correlation was 0.67. Specifically, as can be seen, the
fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering to
the lump coke strongly correlates with the average bright-
ness of the lump coke image data.
[0020] Fig. 2 is a graph showing the relation between
the moisture continent of the material in the form of lumps
with the fines adhering thereto and the fine ratio. The
same lump coke with the coke fines of 1 mm or less ad-
hering its surface that was used for Fig. 1 was used for
the measurement in Fig. 2. The vertical axis represents
the fine ratio (% by mass) of the coke fines of 1 mm or
less adhering to the lump coke, and the horizontal axis
represents the moisture content (% by mass) of the lump
coke with the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering thereto.
The fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less was com-
puted by the same method as in Fig. 1. The water content
of the lump coke was measured using a neutron moisture
meter. As shown in Fig. 2, although there is a correlation
between the fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less
adhering to the lump coke and the moisture content of
the lump coke, the coefficient of determination (R2) that
measures the strength of the correlation was 0.40.
[0021] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the coefficient of
determination for the correlation between the fine ratio
of the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering to the lump
coke and the average brightness is higher than the co-
efficient of determination for the correlation between the
fine ratio of the coke fines and the moisture content of
the lump coke. Specifically, the correlation between the
fine ratio of the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering to
the lump coke and the average brightness is stronger
than the correlation between the fine ratio and the mois-
ture content of the lump coke.
[0022] The reason that the correlation between the fine
ratio of the coke fines and the average brightness of the
image data is stronger than the correlation between the
fine ratio of the coke fines and the moisture content of
the lump coke is that the moisture content of the lump
coke includes the content of moisture present on the sur-
face of the lump coke and the content of moisture present
inside the lump coke. Specifically, the moisture present
on the surface of the lump coke is considered to strongly
correlate with the fine ratio of the fines adhering to the
surface of the lump coke, but the moisture present inside
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the lump coke is considered not to affect the fine ratio of
the fines adhering to the surface of the lump coke. There-
fore, the correlation between the moisture content of the
lump coke and the fine ratio of the fines adhering to the
surface of the lump coke is considered to be weakened
by the influence of the moisture content inside the lump
coke and is weaker than the correlation between the fine
ratio and the average brightness. As described above,
the present invention has been completed based on the
findings that there is a correlation between the fine ratio
of the coke fines of 1 mm or less adhering to the lump
coke and the average brightness. With the present in-
vention, the fine ratio can be measured with higher ac-
curacy than with the conventional fine ratio measuring
method in which attention is given to the moisture con-
tent. Embodiments of the present invention will next be
described with reference to the drawings.
[0023] Fig. 3 is a schematic illustration showing an ex-
ample of a fine ratio measuring system 10 according to
an embodiment and its peripheral configuration. Refer-
ring to Fig. 3, a description will be given of an example
in which the fine ratio measuring system 10 in the present
embodiment is used to measure the fine ratio of fines
adhering to coke used as a raw material to be charged
into a blast furnace.
[0024] The fine ratio measuring system 10 includes a
fine ratio measuring device 12 and a conveyor 14. The
fine ratio measuring device 12 includes an imaging unit
16, an illumination unit 18, and an arithmetic unit 20. The
coke 22 to be charged into the blast furnace is stored in
a hopper 24. The coke 22 discharged from the hopper
24 is sieved with a sieve 26, and fines with a grain size
smaller than the mesh size of the sieve 26 are thereby
sieved out. Then the conveyor 14 conveys the resulting
coke 22 to the blast furnace (not shown). In the present
embodiment, the mesh size of the sieve 26 is 35 mm.
Therefore, the coke 22 conveyed by the conveyor 14
contains the lump coke with a grain size of 35 mm or
more and coke fines adhering to the lump coke not sieved
through the sieve 26. The grain size of the coke fines
adhering to the lump coke was measured, and the coke
fines were found to have a grain size of 1 mm or less. In
the present embodiment, the coke fines with a grain size
of 1 mm or less means coke fines that have passed
through the sieve with a mesh size of 1 mm, and the lump
coke with a grain size of 35 mm or more means coke
remaining on the sieve with a mesh size of 35 mm after
sieving. In the example shown in Fig. 3, the coke 22 is
an example of the material in the form of lumps.
[0025] The imaging unit 16 is disposed above the con-
veyor 14, captures an image of the coke 22 conveyed by
the conveyor 14, and produces image data. The imaging
unit 16 is, for example, a digital camera having a CCD
or CMOS image sensor and a lens. The imaging unit 16
is placed above the conveyor 14 at a height of preferably
from 500 mm to 1,000 mm inclusive. The height of the
imaging unit 16 may be adjusted according to the number
of pixels of the imaging sensor included in the imaging

unit 16 and the angle of view of the lens.
[0026] The imaging sensor of the imaging unit 16 re-
ceives light including reflected light from the surface of
the coke 22, and the imaging unit 16 produces image
data. The coke fines adhering to the surface of the coke
22 affect the reflected light reflected from the surface of
the coke 22. Therefore, the image data produced by re-
ceiving the light including the reflected light reflected from
the surface of the coke 22 includes information about the
coke fines adhering to the surface of the coke 22.
[0027] The image data produced by the imaging unit
16 is outputted to the arithmetic unit 20 including a com-
putation unit and a conversion unit (not shown). The arith-
metic unit 20 processes the image data outputted from
the imaging unit 16. As described above, the image data
contains the information about the coke fines adhering
to the surface of the coke 22, and the computation unit
of the arithmetic unit 20 computes a characteristic quan-
tity including the information about coke fines from the
image data. The computation unit computes, for exam-
ple, an average brightness used as the characteristic
quantity by arithmetically averaging the brightness (0 to
255) of pixels in the image data.
[0028] The average brightness computed by the com-
putation unit is converted to the fine ratio of the adhering
fines by the conversion unit. A regression formula repre-
senting the correspondence between the fine ratio of the
coke fines adhering to the surface of the coke and the
average brightness is stored in advance in the conversion
unit, and the conversion unit uses the regression formula
to convert the average brightness computed by the com-
putation unit to the fine ratio of the coke fines adhering
to the surface of the coke 22.
[0029] After a lapse of a predetermined time, the im-
aging unit 16 again captures an image of the coke 22
and produces image data. The predetermined time may
be set according to, for example, the area of the image
of the coke 22 captured by the imaging unit 16 and the
conveyance speed of the conveyor 14. Specifically, the
predetermined time may be the time computed by divid-
ing the length of the image area in the conveyance di-
rection of the conveyor 14 by the conveyance speed of
the conveyor 14. In this manner, the imaging unit 16 can
capture images of the coke 22 with no gaps in the con-
veying direction of the conveyor 14. Preferably, the im-
aging unit 16 captures the images of the coke 22 from a
direction perpendicular to the conveying direction of the
conveyor 14.
[0030] The image data produced by the imaging unit
16 is again outputted to the arithmetic unit 20, and the
fine ratio of the coke fines adhering to the coke 22 is
computed in the arithmetic unit 20. In the fine ratio meas-
uring device 12 in the present embodiment, the above-
described processing is repeatedly executed, and the
fine ratio of the coke fines adhering to the surface of the
coke 22 conveyed by the conveyor 14 is thereby meas-
ured in real time.
[0031] As described above, with the fine ratio measur-

7 8 



EP 3 505 910 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ing device 12 in the present embodiment, the fine ratio
of the coke fines adhering to the surface of the coke 22
to be charged as a raw material into the blast furnace
can be measured in real time with high accuracy. The
fine-grained coke fines adhering to the coke 22 affect,
for example, the ventilation in the blast furnace. However,
the real time measurement allows the amount of the coke
fines charged into the blast furnace to be controlled, and
this can contribute to stable operation of the production
process in the blast furnace.
[0032] The fine ratio measuring device 12 in the
present embodiment can measure the fine ratio of the
coke fines adhering to the surface of the coke 22 without
measuring the grain size of the coke fines. Therefore,
even when the number of pixels of the imaging sensor
of the imaging unit 16 is so small that the grain size of
the coke fines cannot be determined, the fine ratio of the
coke fines adhering to the coke 22 can be measured.
The imaging unit 16 in the present embodiment receives
light in the visible range without spectral analysis and
then produces the image data. Therefore, sufficient re-
flected light can be obtained even from a low-power illu-
mination unit, and the material to be charged is prevented
from being heated by a high-power illumination unit.
[0033] In the example shown above, the characteristic
quantity computed in the fine ratio measuring device 12
in the present embodiment is the average brightness, but
this is not a limitation. For example, the computation unit
may compute a modal brightness as the characteristic
quantity, and the characteristic quantity may be a texture
feature extracted from the distribution of the brightness
of the pixels in the image data.
[0034] Fig. 4 shows an example of an image with blown
out highlights. An image with blown out highlights such
as the image shown in Fig. 4 may be obtained depending
on the positional relation between the illumination unit
and the raw material, and the information about the ad-
hering fines is not obtained from the blown out highlights.
[0035] Fig. 5 shows a brightness histogram of the im-
age with the blown out highlights shown in Fig. 4. The
average brightness is disturbed by both a low-brightness
portion (a shaded portion on the low brightness side) cor-
responding to shadows and a high-brightness portion (a
shaded portion on the high brightness side) correspond-
ing to the blown out highlights, and the measurement
accuracy is low. Therefore, the most frequent brightness
(modal brightness) in the image data may be used as a
characteristic quantity that is not disturbed by these por-
tions.
[0036] Fig. 6 is a graph showing the relation between
the average brightness and the fine ratio and the relation
between the modal brightness and the fine ratio.
[0037] The coefficient of determination (R2) computed
from a linear regression line representing the relation be-
tween the average brightness and the fine ratio is com-
pared with the coefficient of determination (R2) computed
from a linear regression line representing the relation be-
tween the modal brightness and the fine ratio. Although

the coefficient of determination for the average bright-
ness is 0.63, the coefficient of determination for the modal
brightness is 0.79. This shows that the correlation be-
tween the modal brightness and the fine ratio is stronger
than the correlation between the average brightness and
the fine ratio. As can be seen from these results, when
an image with blown out highlights is captured, the ac-
curacy of measurement of the fine ratio is higher when
the modal brightness is used as the characteristic quan-
tity than when the average brightness is used as the char-
acteristic quantity.
[0038] An image of the conveyor 14 whose brightness
value is comparable to the brightness of the coke 22 may
be captured depending on the amount of the coke 22
conveyed. The brightness of the conveyor also disturbs
the measurement of the fine ratio. When the image of
the conveyor 14 is captured, a brightness peak of the
conveyor 14 may be formed in the histogram. When the
modal brightness is used as the characteristic quantity,
the modal brightness of the conveyor 14 in the brightness
histogram may be used as the characteristic quantity,
and this may causes a reduction in the measurement
accuracy. However, the average brightness is less af-
fected by the brightness of the conveyor 14. Therefore
when the amount of the conveyed coke is small and re-
flection from the conveyor 14 is large, the accuracy of
the measurement of the fine ratio is higher when the av-
erage brightness is used as the characteristic quantity
than when the modal brightness is used as the charac-
teristic quantity.
[0039] As described above, the fine ratio of the coke
fines adhering to the coke 22 conveyed by the conveyor
14 can be computed using the brightness in the image
data such as the average brightness or the modal bright-
ness. The fine ratio of the coke fines adhering to the coke
22 conveyed by the conveyor 14 can be measured with
high accuracy by properly using the average brightness
or the modal brightness according to the image captured.
[0040] Next, the illumination unit 18 will be described.
Fig. 7 shows illustrations of an example of the illumination
unit 18 in the present embodiment. Fig. 7(a) is a top view
of the fine ratio measuring system 10. Fig. 7(b) is a front
view of the fine ratio measuring system 10. In the example
shown in Figs. 7(a) and (b), the illumination unit 18 in-
cludes two light sources 30 and 32 that are disposed at
symmetric positions equally spaced in the left-right direc-
tion from the imaging unit 16 serving as the center.
[0041] When one light source is used to illuminate the
coke 22 from one direction, shadows are formed on the
side opposite to the light source. The amount of light re-
flected from the shadows in the coke 22 is small irrespec-
tive of the fine ratio of the coke fines adhering to the coke
22. Therefore, the shadows formed in the coke 22 are a
disturbance factor for the measurement of the fine ratio
of the coke fines.
[0042] As shown in Figs. 7(a) and 7(b), the light sourc-
es 30 and 32 may be disposed at symmetric positions
equally spaced from the imaging unit 16 serving as the
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center. In this case, shadows formed when one light
source is used for illumination from one direction can be
reduced, and the accuracy of the measurement of the
fine ratio of the coke fines adhering to the coke 22 can
be improved.
[0043] The number of light sources of the illumination
unit 18 is not limited to two. Fig. 8 shows illustrations of
an example of an illumination unit 40 in an embodiment.
Fig. 8(a) shows a top view of a fine ratio measuring sys-
tem 10. Fig. 8(b) shows a front view of the fine ratio meas-
uring system 10. Fig. 8(c) shows a side view of the fine
ratio measuring system 10.
[0044] In the example shown in Figs. 8(a), 8(b), and
8(c), the illumination unit 40 includes four light sources
30, 32, 34, and 36 disposed at symmetric positions equal-
ly spaced in the forward-rearward and left-right directions
from the imaging unit 16 serving as the center. When the
illumination unit 40 including the four light sources equally
spaced from the imaging unit 16 serving as the center
and having different illumination directions is used to il-
luminate the coke 22, shadows formed in the coke 22
can be smaller than those when the two light sources
disposed at symmetric positions equally spaced from the
imaging unit 16 serving as the center is used. In this case,
the accuracy of the measurement of the fine ratio of the
coke fines adhering to the coke 22 can be further im-
proved.
[0045] In the example shown in Fig. 8, all the four light
sources may be used to illuminate the coke 22. However,
the four light sources may be used individually, and the
imaging unit 16 may capture an image each time the light
source used is changed to thereby produce four sets of
image data. In this case, the computation unit produces
maximum brightness image data using the four sets of
image data.
[0046] The computation unit identifies pixels in the four
sets of image data that have been produced by receiving
light from the same position of the coke 22. The compu-
tation unit may identify the pixels in the four sets of the
image data that have been produced by receiving light
from the same position of the coke 22 by multiplying an
imaging interval of the imaging unit 16 by the conveyance
speed of the conveyor 14 to compute a positional shift
of the pixels in the four sets of image data. Alternatively,
the computation unit may identify the pixels in the four
sets of the image data that have been produced by re-
ceiving light from the same position of the coke 22 by
subjecting the four sets of image data to pattern match-
ing. The computation unit extracts a pixel with the highest
brightness from the four identified pixels. The computa-
tion unit repeats the same processing for all pixels in-
cluded in an imaging region of the coke 22 shared by the
four sets of image data to thereby produce maximum
brightness image data including the extracted pixels with
the maximum brightness values. The average brightness
may be computed using the maximum brightness image
data.
[0047] The four light sources 30, 32, 34, and 36 may

be grouped into, for example, a group including the light
sources 30 and 32 and a group including the light sources
34 and 36, and the imaging unit 16 may capture an image
each time the light source group used is changed to there-
by produce image data. Then the two sets of image data
obtained using the two light source groups for illumination
may be used to produce maximum brightness image da-
ta, and the maximum brightness image data may be used
to compute the average brightness.
[0048] Fig. 9 shows examples of an image of the coke
22 illuminated by the illumination unit. Fig. 9(a) shows an
image of the coke 22 illuminated from a direction of an
arrow 42. Fig. 9(b) shows a maximum brightness image
produced using four sets of image data produced using
the four light sources equally spaced in the forward-rear-
ward and left-right directions from the imaging unit 16
serving as the center, the four sets of image data being
produced by capturing an image each time the light
source used is changed.
[0049] As shown in Fig. 9(a), in the image of the lump
coke illuminated from the direction of the arrow 42, a
shadow 44 is formed in the coke 22. However, as shown
in Fig. 9(b), with the maximum brightness image data,
the shadow 44 formed in the coke 22 can be reduced.
As described above, by using the maximum brightness
image data, the disturbance factor caused by the direc-
tion of illumination can be reduced, and the fine ratio of
the coke fines can be measured with high accuracy.
[0050] In the present embodiment, the coke 22 is
shown as the example of the material in the form of lumps,
but this is not a limitation. For example, the material in
the form of lumps may be any of the raw materials
charged into the blast furnace. Instead of the coke 22,
lump ore or small lump coke obtained by sieving lump
coke to obtain coke sieved through the sieve and then
removing fines from the obtained coke by sieving may
be used, or sintered ore or pellets may be used.
[0051] In the example shown in Fig. 8, the illumination
unit 40 having the four light sources is used to produce
four sets of image data, and the image data is used to
produce the maximum brightness image data. However,
the number of light sources and the number of sets of
image data are not limited to four. The number of light
sources disposed may be any number not less than two,
and the number of sets of image data produced and used
to produce the maximum brightness image data may be
any number not less than two and not more than the
number of light sources.
[0052] The light sources 30, 32, 34, and 36 may be
light sources that can illuminate the coke 22 continuously
or may be light sources such as electronic flashes that
can illuminate the coke 22 instantaneously. When a plu-
rality of light sources are used individually, electronic
flashes that can output a large amount of light instanta-
neously are more preferred. In the example shown
above, the light sources are equally spaced from the im-
aging unit 16 serving as the center, but this is merely a
preferred example. The light sources may be disposed
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at any positions.

Reference Signs List

[0053]

10 fine ratio measuring system
12 fine ratio measuring device
14 conveyor
16 imaging unit
18 illumination unit
20 arithmetic unit
22 coke
24 hopper
26 sieve
30 light source
32 light source
34 light source
36 light source
40 illumination unit
42 arrow
44 shadow

Claims

1. A fine ratio measuring device that measures a fine
ratio of fines adhering to the surface of a material in
the form of lumps, the fine ratio measuring device
comprising:

an illumination unit that illuminates the material
in the form of lumps;
an imaging unit that captures an image of the
material in the form of lumps and then produces
image data; and
an arithmetic unit that computes a characteristic
quantity of the image data produced by the im-
aging unit and converts the characteristic quan-
tity to the fine ratio.

2. The fine ratio measuring device according to claim
1, wherein the characteristic quantity is an average
brightness obtained by averaging the brightness of
pixels in the image data.

3. The fine ratio measuring device according to claim
1, wherein the characteristic quantity is a modal
brightness that is a most frequent brightness in pixels
in the image data.

4. The fine ratio measuring device according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein the illumination unit includes
a plurality of light sources with different illumination
directions.

5. The fine ratio measuring device according to claim
4, wherein the imaging unit captures an image of the

material in the form of lumps each time the material
is illuminated using the plurality of light sources from
at least one of the directions thereof to thereby pro-
duce a plurality of sets of image data, and
wherein the arithmetic unit produces maximum
brightness image data and computes the character-
istic quantity using the maximum brightness image
data, the maximum brightness image data including
data about maximum brightness pixels in the plurality
of sets of image data, each of the maximum bright-
ness pixels being selected from pixels produced by
receiving light from an identical position of the ma-
terial in the form of lumps.

6. A fine ratio measuring system comprising:

the fine ratio measuring device according to any
one of claims 1 to 5; and
a conveyor that conveys the material in the form
of lumps, the fine ratio measuring device being
disposed above the conveyor,
wherein the fine ratio measuring device is used
to measure the fine ratio of the fines adhering
to the surface of the material in the form of lumps.
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