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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  dispensers  suitable  for 
dispensing  products  such  as  disposable  wipes  hand 
towels,  tissues  or  the  like  made  from  paper,  cellulose  5 
wadding  or  non-woven  fabrics  (hereafter  referred  to 
as  'wipes')  and  more  particularly  to  dispensers  of  the 
type  which  hold  a  stack  of  wipes,  the  wipes  being  dis- 
pensed  through  a  dispensing  hole  in  one  face  of  the 
dispenser.  10 

The  wipes  may  be  Z  folded,  whereby  each  wipe 
is  attached  to  adjacent  wipes  by  perforations  and  the 
long  strip  of  perforated  wipes  is  folded  in  zig-zag  like 
folds  the  perforations  being  offset  from  the  folds.  A 
wipe  is  pulled  down  through  the  opening,  so  that  15 
when  the  row  of  perforations  reaches  or  passes  be- 
yond  the  dispenser  outlet  the  dispensed  wipe  may  be 
torn  off  from  the  remaining  wipes. 

Alternatively  two  zig-zag  strips  of  wipes  are  inter- 
folded,  with  the  perforations  of  one  strip  offset  from  20 
those  of  the  other,  so  that  if  one  strip  is  pulled  down 
until  a  row  of  perforations  reaches  or  passes  beyond 
the  outlet  of  the  dispenser,  the  other  strip  is  also  part- 
ly  pulled  out  from  the  dispenser,  so  that  it  may  be 
grasped  by  the  next  user.  25 

One  problem  encountered  with  known  dispens- 
ers  is  that,  during  dispensing,  when  one  wipe  is  pulled 
from  the  dispenser  by  a  user,  the  strip  tends  to  'stre- 
am'  out  from  the  outlet.  This  is  obviously  an  undesir- 
able  feature  since  more  wipes  will  be  used  than  nec-  30 
essary. 

Further  in  known  dispensers  of  the  type  descri- 
bed  above  the  wipe  being  dispensed  tends  to  become 
bunched  up  in  the  centre  of  the  dispensing  opening, 
so  that  the  wipe  is  not  dispensed  as  a  smooth  flat  35 
sheet.  Also  most  dispensers  are  mounted  on  a  wall 
and  may  not  be  moved  to  where  the  towels  or  wipes 
are  actually  needed,  for  example  in  the  work  bay  of  a 
garage. 

It  is  a  general  object  of  the  invention  to  provide  a  40 
dispenser  which  is  capable  of  dispensing  wipes  with- 
out  streaming  and  in  a  smooth  manner,  irrespective 
of  the  direction  in  which  the  towel  is  pullet  out. 

US-A-2765909  discloses  a  dispenser  for  dis- 
pensing  disposable  wipes  or  the  like,  which  compris-  45 
es  a  hopper  to  hold  a  stack  of  wipes  having  an  aper- 
ture  on  one  face  through  which  the  wipes  may  be  dis- 
pensed,  the  aperture  comprising  a  central  open- 
ing,two  elongated  openings  which  extend  out  from 
either  side  of  the  central  opening  and  which  are  nar-  50 
rower  than  the  central  opening,  and  protuberances 
protruding  into  each  elongated  opening  from  each 
side  thereof.  In  accordance  with  the  invention,  the 
protuberance  from  one  side  of  each  opening  is  locat- 
ed  adjacent  to  the  corresponding  protuberance  on  55 
the  other  side  in  a  staggered  arrangement. 

Awipe  passes  around  and  between  the  protuber- 
ances,  the  protuberances  providing  frictional  resis- 

tance  when  the  wipe  is  pulled  from  the  dispenser,  to 
aid  in  preventing  the  strip  of  wipes  from  streaming  out 
of  the  dispenser.  The  protuberances  also  prevent  the 
wipe  from  bunching  up  in  the  central  opening  and  pre- 
vent  the  wipe  falling  back  into  the  dispenser  if  the  dis- 
penser  if  lying  on  its  'top'  face. 

Suitably  the  elongated  openings  have  bulbous 
outerends,  the  width  of  each  bulbous  outer  end  being 
greater  than  the  width  of  the  elongated  openings,  so 
that  the  wipe  being  dispensed  does  not  jam  in  the  out- 
er  edges  of  the  aperture,  especially  when  a  wipe  is 
extracted  at  an  acute  angle. 

The  hopper  may  hold  at  least  one  stack  of  wipes, 
and  appropriately  a  dispensing  outlet  in  one  face,  the 
hopper  being  receivable  in  and  pivotally  attached  to 
an  outer  casing,  in  such  a  way  that  with  the  outer  cas- 
ing  resting  on  the  ground,  or  secured  to  the  wall,  the 
hopper  may  be  opened,  in  order  to  insert  a  stack  of 
wipes. 

Means  are  preferably  provided  to  limit  the  arcuate 
movement  of  the  hopper  relative  to  the  outer  casing. 

Such  a  dispenser  may  be  used  in  a  number  cf  ori- 
entations  as  required  by  the  user.  It  may  be  hung  on 
a  wall  with  the  dispensing  opening  facing  downwards 
or  it  may  rest  on  the  'back'  or  'top'  face  of  the  outer 
casing,  so  that  the  aperture  extends  horizontally  or 
upwardly,  respectively. 

Preferably  the  hopper  is  provided  with  two  cham- 
bers  so  that  a  greater  number  of  towels  may  be  stored 
than  in  conventional  dispensers. 

Ribs  are  preferably  provided  on  the  inner  surface 
of  the  outer  casing  so  positioned  as  to  prevent  the 
towels  falling  into  the  casing  and  jamming  the  dis- 
penser  when  for  example  the  dispenser  is  being  car- 
ried.  Ribs  may  also  be  provided  on  the  interior  of  the 
hopper,  to  aid  in  dispensing  the  wipes. 

Means  may  be  provided  for  locking  the  hopper  in 
at  least  two  positions  in  the  casing,  for  example  with 
the  hopper  'closed'  or  '  fully  opened'.  This  is  prefer- 
ably  achieved  by  a  lock  mechanism  which  comprises 
a  central  rotatable  member  having  two  arms  extend- 
ing  therefrom  which  engage  with  two  movable  locking 
members,  the  locking  members  being  biased  into  a 
locking  position  by  springs  and  engaging  with  com- 
plementary  catches  located  on  the  hopper,  the  lock- 
ing  members  being  released  from  their  locking  posi- 
tion  when  the  central  member  is  rotated. 

The  catches  are  suitably  located  on  the  front  and 
rear  of  the  hopper  and  engage  with  holes  provided  in 
the  ends  of  the  locking  members. 

The  ends  of  the  locking  members  also  preferably 
have  sloping  surfaces  over  which  the  catches  cam  in 
order  to  lock  the  hopper  in  position  automatically  with- 
out  using  a  key.  In  use  a  key  is  rotated  to  unlock  the 
hopper  from  the  outer  casing.  The  hopper  is  then  piv- 
oted  to  the  opened  position,  where  it  is  automatically 
locked  in  place  by  means  of  the  catch  located  on  the 
rear  of  the  hopper  which  engages  with  the  locking 
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members.  The  hopper  may  then  be  filled  with  wipes. 
The  hopper  is  unlocked  by  rotating  the  key  to  release 
the  locking  members.  The  hopper  will  then  either  fall 
shut,  owing  to  its  own  weight  or  be  closed  by  the  user, 
the  locking  members  automatically  engaging  with  the 
catch  located  on  the  front  of  the  hopper  and  locking 
the  hopper  in  a  closed  position.  The  key  may  be  per- 
manent  or  may  be  removable  to  prevent  anyone  other 
than  authorised  persons  from  opening  the  hopper. 

A  stack  of  disposable  wipes  for  use  with  such  a 
dispenser  may  be  surrounded  by  a  sleeve  having  a 
tab  and  a  row  of  perforations  extending  transversely 
across  the  sleeve,  adjacent  to  the  tab. 

With  such  an  arrangement  the  sleeve,  complete 
with  towels  or  the  like,  may  be  picked  up  by  means 
of  the  tab  and  placed  in  the  dispenser.  The  perfora- 
tions  are  then  broken,  allowing  the  sleeve  to  be  re- 
moved  whilst  leaving  the  stack  of  wipes  in  the  dis- 
penser. 

The  sleeve  is  made  preferably  from  paper,  poly- 
thene  or  other  flexible  wrapping  material  and  suitably 
the  tab  is  integral  with  the  sleeve. 

The  invention  will  now  be  described  by  way  of  ex- 
ample  with  reference  to  the  accompanying  drawings 
in  which: 

Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  dispenser  in 
accordance  with  the  invention  in  a  closed  posi- 
tion; 
Figure  2  is  a  cross-section  of  the  dispenser 
shown  in  Figure  1  ,  the  dispenser  being  in  an  open 
position; 
Figure  3  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  sleeve  for  hold- 
ing  a  stack  of  wipes  or  the  like; 
Figure  4  is  a  detailed  view  of  the  aperture  of  the 
dispenser  shown  in  Figure  2;  and. 
Figure  5  is  a  plan  view  of  a  lock  for  the  dispenser 
illustrated  in  Figures  2  and  3. 
The  dispenser  generally  indicated  at  2  consists  of 

a  hopper  4  for  storing  the  products  to  be  dispensed, 
such  as  disposable  wipes,  hand  towels  or  the  like  and 
an  outer  casing  6.  The  hopper  4  is  receivable  within 
and  pivotally  connected  to  outer  casing  6  and  7.  Astub 
8  (see  Figure  2)  is  provided  on  the  side  of  the  hopper 
4  and  engages  with  an  arcuate  groove  10  in  the  side 
of  the  outer  casing,  the  length  of  the  groove  deter- 
mining  the  limit  of  the  arcuate  movement  of  the  hop- 
per  4  relative  to  the  casing  6. 

The  hopper  4,  which  holds  stacks  of  wipes  16, 
has  two  chambers  12,  14  providing  a  capacity  signif- 
icantly  greater  than  conventional  dispensers  and  the 
potential  to  hold  two  types  of  wipes  at  the  same  time. 

Attaching  means  13  are  provided  on  the  outer 
casing  of  the  dispenser  so  that  the  dispenser  may  be 
attached  to  a  wall.  Alternatively,  the  dispenser  may  be 
free-standing  so  that  it  may  be  used  where  required, 
in  any  orientation.  If  the  dispenser  is  placed  with 
the  'back'  face  17  of  the  outer  casing  downwards,  the 
attaching  means  13  act  as  feet  to  provide  a  stable 

base.  Ribs  15  are  provided  on  the  inner  surface  of  the 
outer  casing  6  to  prevent  the  wipes  falling  into  the 
casing  and  so  jamming  the  dispenser  when  the  dis- 

5  penser  is  carried  'upside  down'. 
Each  stack  of  wipes  16  is  surrounded  by  a  sleeve 

1  8  to  keep  the  stack  in  order.  The  sleeve  1  8  is  provid- 
ed  with  a  tab  20  and  a  transverse  row  of  perforations 
22  (see  Figure  3).  When  the  stack  16  is  placed  in  the 

10  hopper  4,  it  is  held  by  means  of  the  tab  20.  When  the 
stack  is  in  place,  the  perforations  22  are  broken.  The 
sleeve  18  can  then  be  removed,  leaving  the  stack  of 
wipes  16  ready  to  be  dispensed. 

The  dispenser  2  has  an  aperture  30  (see  Figure 
15  4)  through  which  the  wipes  may  be  dispensed.  The 

aperture  30  has  a  large  central  opening  32  and  two 
thin  elongated  openings  34  which  extend  out  from 
either  side  of  the  central  opening  32.  The  large  central 
opening  32  allows  a  user  to  grab  a  wipe  from  within 

20  the  dispenser  should  part  of  one  not  be  protruding 
therefrom.  The  elongated  openings  or  slots  do  not  ex- 
tend  to  the  sides  of  the  dispenser  and  are  provided 
with  bulbous  ends  36,  the  wide  arc  preventing  the 
towel  from  jamming  at  the  ends  of  the  slots,  especially 

25  when  the  towel  is  extracted  from  the  dispenser  at  an 
acute  angle. 

Protuberances  38  protrude  into  the  elongated 
openings  34  from  each  side  thereof,  the  protuberanc- 
es  from  one  side  of  the  elongated  openings  being  lo- 

30  cated  adjacent  those  extending  from  the  otherside  of 
the  elongated  openings. 

The  protuberances  provide  a  tortuous  path  for  a 
wipe  extending  through  the  aperture,  the  wipe  pass- 
ing  around  and  between  the  protuberances.  On  pull- 

35  ing  a  wipe  through  the  aperture  the  protuberances 
provide  frictional  resistance  so  preventing  the  whole 
strip  of  wipes  from  'streaming'  through  the  aperture. 
The  protruding  members  38  also  prevent  the  edges 
of  the  wipes  from  slipping  into  the  central  opening  32 

40  when  a  wipe  is  dispensed.  The  wipe  is  therefore  dis- 
pensed  in  a  relatively  smooth  manner,  rather  than 
bunched  up. 

The  aperture  preferably  allows  one  strip  of  wipes 
to  be  dispensed  at  a  time,  but  may  be  adapted  to  allow 

45  more  to  be  dispensed. 
The  aperture  may  be  formed  as  an  integral  part 

of  the  hopper  4  or  may  be  removable  therefrom.  Aper- 
tures  of  different  sizes  may  then  be  provided  to  allow 
towels  of  various  thicknesses  to  be  dispensed.  The 

so  aperture  also  protrudes  from  the  face  of  the  hopper 
(as  shown  in  Figure  2)  to  assist  in  dispensing  the  wipe 
as  a  smooth  sheet. 

In  order  to  lock  the  hopper  4  in  a  fully  closed  pos- 
ition  (as  shown  in  Figure  1)  or  in  a  fully  opened  posi- 

55  tion  (as  shown  in  Figure  2)  a  lock  40  is  attached  to  the 
outer  casing  6. 

As  shown  in  Figure  5,  lock  40  has  a  central  rotat- 
able  member  41  and  two  locking  members  44.  Two 
arms  42  are  pivotally  connected  to  opposite  sides  of 
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the  central  member  at  one  of  their  ends  and  to  a  lock- 
ing  member  44  at  the  other.  The  locking  members  44 
are  slidable  within  a  housing  45  on  which  a  circular  pin 
43  is  mounted,  the  pin  43  engaging  with  a  longitudinal 
slot  46  provided  in  each  locking  member  44.  A  spring 
47  is  connected  between  the  pin  43  and  the  outer  end 
of  t  he  slot  46  to  bias  t  he  outer  end  of  t  he  locking  mem- 
bers  44  away  from  the  pin  43  and  hence  outwardly 
from  the  central  member  41.  A  hole  is  provided 
through  the  centre  of  the  circular  pin  43  so  that  the 
lock  40  may  be  mounted  on  the  outer  casing  6  of  the 
dispenser  2  by  means  of  a  screw  or  the  like. 

Catches  48,  49  are  provided  on  the  front  and  rear 
of  the  hopper  respectively.  Each  catch  48,  49  has  a 
peg  50  which  mates  with  complementary  holes  51 
provided  in  the  outer  ends  of  the  locking  members  44. 
The  outer  ends  of  the  locking  members  are  also  pro- 
vided  with  sloping  surfaces  52,54. 

When  the  hopper  is  closed,  pegs  50  of  catch  48 
cam  overthe  sloping  surfaces  52  of  the  movable  lock- 
ing  members  44,  so  causing  the  locking  members  44 
to  move  inwards  against  the  force  of  the  spring  47. 
When  the  pegs  50  become  level  with  holes  51,  the 
locking  members  44  will  move  outwards,  under  the 
bias  of  the  spring,  and  engage  the  pegs  50.  The  hop- 
per  is  thus  locked  in  a  closed  position  until  the  central 
member  41  is  rotated. 

When  this  occurs  the  hopper  may  be  opened 
and,  as  it  reaches  its  limit,  pegs  50  of  catch  49  cam 
over  sloping  surfaces  54  in  the  same  manner  to  look 
the  hopper  in  an  open  position,  to  enable  it  readily  to 
be  filled  with  fresh  wipes  or  the  like. 

A  key  hole  56  is  provided  in  the  central  rotatable 
member  41  .  When  a  key  58  is  inserted  and  rotated  to 
unlock  the  hopper  4,  the  central  member  41  rotates, 
so  pulling  the  arms  42,  and  hence  the  locking  mem- 
bers  44,  inwards  against  the  bias  of  the  spring  47.  The 
hopper  may  then  be  pivoted  and  the  spring  47  will  re- 
store  the  locking  members  44  to  their  equilibrium  pos- 
ition  once  the  key  58  is  released,  so  enabling  the  hop- 
per  to  automatically  lock  in  the  other  position. 

The  key  may  be  fixed,  in  which  case  the  key  hole 
is  provided  in  a  recess  in  the  outer  casing  6  so  that 
the  key  58  will  not  be  damaged  if  the  dispenser  is 
placed  on  its  'top'  face.  Alternatively,  the  key  may  be 
removable  so  that  only  authorised  persons  are  able 
to  open  the  hopper. 

Claims 

1.  A  dispenser  comprising  a  hopper  to  hold  a  stack 
of  disposable  wipes  or  the  like,  and  having  an 
aperture  on  one  face  through  which  the  wipes 
may  be  dispensed,  the  aperture  comprising  a 
central  opening  (30)  two  elongated  openings  (34) 
which  extend  out  from  either  side  of  the  central 
opening  (30),  and  which  are  narrower  than  the 

central  opening  (30),  and  protuberances  (38)  pro- 
truding  into  each  elongated  opening  (34)  from 
each  side  thereof,  characterised  in  that  the  pro- 

5  tuberance  (38)  from  one  side  of  each  opening  is 
located  adjacent  to  the  corresponding  protuber- 
ance  (38)  on  the  other  side  in  a  staggered  ar- 
rangement. 

10  2.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  Claim  1  ,  characterised 
in  that  the  elongated  openings  (74)  have  bulbous 
outer  ends  (36),  the  width  of  each  bulbous  outer 
end  (36)  being  greater  than  the  width  of  the  elon- 
gated  openings  (34). 

15 
3.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  Claim  1  or  2  character- 

ised  in  that  the  hopper  (4)  is  receivable  in  and  piv- 
otally  attached  to  an  outer  casing  (6),  in  such  a 
way  that,  with  the  outer  casing  (6)  resting  on  the 

20  ground  or  secured  to  a  wall,  the  hopper  (4)  may 
be  opened  in  order  to  insert  a  stack  of  wipes. 

4.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  Claim  3  characterised 
in  that  means  (8,10)  are  provided  to  limit  the  arc- 

25  uate  movement  of  the  hopper  (4)  relative  to  the 
outer  casing  (6). 

5.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  either  Claim  3  or  Claim 
4  characterised  in  that  the  hopper  (4)  is  provided 

30  with  two  chambers  (12,14)  each  communicating 
with  the  central  opening  (30). 

6.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  any  of  Claims  3,4  or  5, 
characterised  in  that  locking  means  are  provided 

35  comprising  a  central  rotatable  member  (41)  hav- 
ing  at  least  two  arms  (42)  extending  therefrom 
which  engage  with  respective  movable  locking 
members,  the  locking  members  (44)  being  biased 
into  a  locking  position  and  engageable  with  com- 

40  plementary  catches  (48,49),  the  locking  mem- 
bers  (44)  being  released  from  their  locking  posi- 
tion  when  the  central  member  (41)  is  rotated. 

7.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  Claim  6,  characterised 
45  in  that  the  locking  members  (44)  have  sloping 

surfaces  (52,54)  over  which  the  catches  cam 
when  the  two  are  brought  into  contact,  causing 
the  locking  members  (44)  to  move  against  the 
bias. 

50 
8.  A  dispenser  as  claimed  in  Claim  7  or  Claim  8, 

characterised  in  that  the  front  and  rear  of  the  hop- 
per  (4)  are  provided  with  catches  (48,49)  engage- 
able  with  the  locking  members  (44),  such  that  the 

55  hopper  (4)  may  be  locked  in  a  closed  orfully  open 
position. 

4 
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Patentanspriiche 

1.  Spender,  der  einen  Vorratsbehalter  zur  Aufnah- 
me  eines  Stapels  von  Wegwerftuchern  oderahn-  5 
lichem  umfalit,  der  eine  Offnung  an  einer  Seite 
aufweist,  durch  die  die  Tucher  ausgegeben  wer- 
den  konnen,  wobei  die  Offnung  eine  mittlere  Off- 
nung  (30),  zwei  langliche  Offnungen  (34)  umfalit, 
die  sich  von  beiden  Seiten  der  mittleren  Offnung  10 
(30)  aus  erstrecken  und  schmaler  sind  als  die 
mittlere  Offnung  (30),  sowie  Vorsprunge  (38),  die 
in  jede  langliche  Offnung  (34)  von  jeder  Seite  der- 
selben  vorstehen,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dali  sich  derVorsprung  (38)  von  einer  Seite  jeder  15 
Offnung  in  versetzter  Anordnung  an  den  entspre- 
chenden  Vorsprung  (38)  auf  der  anderen  Seite 
angrenzend  befindet. 

2.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  gekenn-  20 
zeichnet,  daft  die  langlichen  Offnungen  wulstar- 
tige  auliere  Enden  (36)  haben,  wobei  die  Breite 
jedes  wulstartigen  aulieren  Endes  (36)  grolier  ist 
als  die  Breite  der  langlichen  Offnungen  (34). 

25 
3.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  dadurch  ge- 

kennzeichnet,  daft  der  Vorratsbehalter  (4)  in  ei- 
nem  aulieren  Gehause  (6)  aufgenommen  wird 
und  drehbar  so  an  selbigem  angebracht  ist,  dali, 
wenn  das  auliere  Gehause  (6)  auf  dem  Boden  30 
aufliegt  oder  an  einer  Wand  angebracht  ist,  der 
Vorratsbehalter  (4)  geoffnet  werden  kann,  urn  ei- 
nen  Stapel  Tucher  einzulegen. 

4.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  3,  dadurch  gekenn-  35 
zeichnet,  dali  Einrichtungen  (8,10)  vorhanden 
sind,  die  die  bogenformige  Bewegung  des  Vor- 
ratsbehalters  (4)  in  bezug  auf  das  auliere  Gehau- 
se  (6)  beschranken. 

40 
5.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  3  oder  Anspruch  4,  da- 

durch  gekennzeichnet,  dali  der  Vorratsbehalter 
(4)  mitzwei  Kammern  (12,14)  versehen  ist,  dieje- 
weils  mit  der  mittleren  Offnung  (30)  in  Verbindung 
stehen.  45 

6.  Spender  nach  einem  der  Anspruche  3,  4  oder  5, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dali  eine  Arretierein- 
richtung  vorhanden  ist,  die  ein  mittleres  drehba- 
res  Element  (41)  mit  wenigstens  zwei  Armen  (42)  50 
umfalit,  die  sich  von  ihm  aus  erstrecken  und  mit 
entsprechenden  beweglichen  Arretierelementen 
im  Eingriff  sind,  wobei  die  Arretierelemente  (44) 
in  Arretierstellung  gedruckt  werden  und  mit  kom- 
plementaren  Sperren  (48,49)  in  Eingriff  kommen  55 
konnen,  wobei  die  Arretierelemente  (44)  aus  ihrer 
Arretierstellung  gelost  werden,  wenn  das  mittlere 
Element  (41)  gedreht  wird. 

7.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  6,  dadurch  gekenn- 
zeichnet,  dali  die  Arretierelemente  (44)  abge- 
schragte  Flachen  (52,54)  aufweisen,  uber  die 
sich  die  Sperren  nockenartig  bewegen,  wenn 
beide  miteinander  in  Kontakt  gebracht  werden, 
wodurch  sich  die  Arretierelemente  (44)  gegen 
den  Druck  bewegen. 

8.  Spender  nach  Anspruch  7  oder  Anspruch  8,  da- 
durch  gekennzeichnet,  dali  die  Vorderseite  und 
die  Ruckseite  des  Vorratsbehalters  (4)  mit  Sper- 
ren  (48,49)  versehen  sind,  die  mit  den  Arretierele- 
menten  (44)  so  in  Eingriff  kommen  konnen,  dali 
der  Vorratsbehalter  (4)  in  einer  geschlossenen 
oder  vollstandig  offenen  Stellung  arretiert  wer- 
den  kann. 

Revendications 

1.  Distributeur  comportant  une  tremie  destinee  a 
maintenir  un  empilage  de  serviettes  a  jeter  ou 
analogue,  et  comportant  un  orifice  situe  sur  une 
face  et  a  travers  lequel  les  serviettes  peuvent  etre 
delivrees,  I'orif  ice  comportant  une  ouverture  cen- 
trale  (30)  deux  ouvertures  allongees  (34)  qui 
s'etendent  vers  I'exterieura  partirde  chaque  cote 
de  I'ouverture  centrale  (30),  et  qui  sont  plus  etroi- 
tes  que  I'ouverture  centrale  (30),  et  des  protube- 
rances  (38)  faisant  saillie  dans  chaque  ouverture 
allongees  (34)  a  partir  de  chaque  cote  de  celle- 
ci,  caracterise  en  ce  que  la  protuberance  (38)  a 
partir  d'un  premier  cote  de  chaque  cote  d'ouver- 
ture  est  situee  adjacente  a  la  protuberance  (38) 
correspondante  situee  sur  I'autre  cote,  selon  un 
agencement  etage. 

2.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  les  ouvertures  allongees  (34)  ont  des 
extremites  exterieures  (36)  en  forme  de  bulbe,  la 
largeur  de  chaque  extremite  exterieure  (36)  en 
forme  de  bulbe  etant  plus  grande  que  la  largeur 
des  ouvertures  allongees  (34). 

3.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  carac- 
terise  en  ce  que  la  tremie  (4)  peut  etre  recue  dans 
un  boitier  exterieur  (6)  et  fixee  de  maniere  pivo- 
tante  sur  ce  dernier,  de  telle  sorte  que,  le  boitier 
exterieur  (1  0)  etant  en  appui  sur  le  sol  ou  fixe  sur 
un  mur,  la  tremie  (4)  peut  etre  ouverte  afin  d'in- 
serer  un  empilage  de  serviettes. 

4.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  3,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  des  moyens  (8,  10)  sont  prevus  pour 
limiter  le  deplacement  en  arc  de  cercle  de  la  tre- 
mie  (4)  par  rapport  au  boitier  exterieur  (6). 

5.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  3  ou  4,  carac- 

5 



EP  0  419  063  B1  10 

terise  en  ce  que  la  tremie  (4)  comporte  deux 
chambres  (12,  14)  communiquant  chacune  avec 
I'ouverture  centrale  (30). 

5 
6.  Distributeur  selon  I'une  quelconque  des  revendi- 

cations  3  a  5,  caracterise  en  ce  que  des  moyens 
de  blocage  sont  prevus  comportant  un  element 
central  (41)  pouvanttournerayantdeux  bras  (42) 
s'etendant  a  partir  de  ce  dernier  qui  sont  en  prise  10 
avec  des  elements  de  blocage  mobiles  respec- 
tifs,  les  elements  de  blocage  (44)  etant  rappeles 
dans  une  position  de  blocage  et  pouvant  venir  en 
prise  avec  des  loquets  complementaires  (48,  49), 
les  elements  de  blocage  (44)  etant  liberes  de  leur  15 
position  de  blocage  lorsque  I'element  central  (41) 
est  mis  en  rotation. 

7.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  6,  caracterise 
en  ce  que  les  elements  de  blocage  (44)  ont  des  20 
surfaces  en  pente  (52,  54)  sur  lesquelles  les  lo- 
quets  sont  deplaces  par  effet  de  came  lorsque 
tous  deux  sont  amenes  en  contact,  entraTnant  les 
elements  de  blocage  (44)  a  se  deplacera  rencon- 
tre  du  rappel.  25 

8.  Distributeur  selon  la  revendication  6  ou  7,  carac- 
terise  en  ce  que  I'avant  et  I'arriere  de  la  tremie  (4) 
sont  munis  de  loquets  (48,  49)  pouvant  venir  en 
prise  avec  les  elements  de  blocage  (44),  de  telle  30 
sorte  que  la  tremie  (4)  peut  etre  bloquee  dans  une 
position  fermee  ou  completement  ouverte. 

35 
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