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(54) MEASUREMENT SYSTEM FOR DETERMING A POSITION OF A MOVABLE ELEMENT USING 
RFID

(57) A measurement system includes a plurality of
RFID tags, each RFID tag configured to output tag infor-
mation, each RFID tag having a width and spaced from
an adjacent RFID tag by a pitch, a single RFID reader
configured to read the tag information from at least one
RFID tag of the plurality of RFID tags and a plate having
a window disposed between the RFID reader and the

plurality of RFID tags, wherein the window is dimen-
sioned to control a transmission range between the RFID
tags and the RFID reader. The system further includes
a carrier to which the plurality of RFID tags are mounted
and a control system configured to determine a position
of the at least one RFID tag based on the tag information.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a measure-
ment system for determining a position of a movable com-
ponent.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Measurement systems for determining linear
and/or rotational positions of movable components are
known. Such systems include, for example, string pots,
magnetic systems, lasers, ultrasonic magnetostrictive
and magneto resistive systems. However, these systems
have been found to be overly complex, lack durability,
lack reliability, and/or may be costly
[0003] Another known measurement incorporates
RFID tags and a RFID reader. The RFID tags emit a
signal having identification information which can be re-
ceived by the RFID receiver. The identification informa-
tion may include position information or be associated
with a table stored in a memory where corresponding
position information may be stored for each RFID tag.
Accordingly, the corresponding position information may
be retrieved from the table based on the received iden-
tification information.
[0004] One such RFID measurement system is de-
scribed in U.S. Pat. No. 8,777,027 to Morath, in which a
position of a stabilizer plate is determined by transpond-
ers positioned at predetermined intervals on a telescop-
ing part cooperating with a receiver device arranged on
a fixed-position part. However, in Morath, each trans-
ponder is only configured to detect a limited number of
positions, such as fully extended, partially extended or
retracted positions. Thus, precise and accurate meas-
urements of intermediate positions are not obtained us-
ing this measurement system. In addition, depending on
the spacing between the transponders and the power of
the transponders, the receiver may not detect a trans-
ponder when the transponder is not sufficiently close to
the receiver. In such a scenario, it is difficult to measure
a position of the component.
[0005] In addition, in a known RFID system having a
single RFID reader, a single RFID tag is detected by the
reader over a period of time as the RFID tags move rel-
ative to the reader. Thus, the RFID reader detects the
same RFID tag over a range of positions, and turn, the
system determines the position of the detected RFID tag
to be constant based on the received position or identi-
fication information, even though the actual position of
the RFID tag has changed. Thus, such an RFID system
may not be suitably accurate.
[0006] Another RFID measurement system is dis-
closed in EP 2 263 966 A1 for an industrial truck, in which
at least one RFID tag is arranged on a first member and
at least one RFID reader is arranged on a second mem-
ber, and a control system determines the position of the

first member based on information stored in the at least
one RFID tag. The RFID tags may be disposed in several
rows to allow more tags to be read over a fixed length,
thereby increasing a number of positions that may be
determined. However, applying RFID tags over several
rows on the industrial truck requires a sufficiently large
amount of available surface area. In addition, such a con-
figuration results in a larger area over which RFID tags
are exposed to external elements and increases the like-
lihood of inadvertent damage to the tags. Further, the
RFID measurement system in EP 2 263 966 may be not
suitably durable for use on equipment in typically rugged
environments, such as construction equipment at a work-
site.
[0007] Accordingly, there is a need for a durable, reli-
able and relatively low-cost position measurement sys-
tem for accurately and precisely determining a position
of a movable component.

SUMMARY

[0008] A measurement system includes a plurality of
RFID tags, each RFID tag configured to output tag infor-
mation, each RFID tag having a width and spaced from
an adjacent RFID tag by a pitch, a single RFID reader
configured to read the tag information from at least one
RFID tag of the plurality of RFID tags, and a plate having
a window disposed between the RFID reader and the
plurality of RFID tags. The window is dimensioned to con-
trol a transmission range between the RFID tags and the
RFID reader. The system further includes a carrier to
which the plurality of RFID tags are mounted, and a con-
trol system configured to determine a position of the at
least one RFID tag based on the tag information.
[0009] According to another aspect, a measurement
system for determining a position of a movable compo-
nent, the movable component being one of a first com-
ponent and second component movable relative to the
other of the first component and the second component.
The system includes a plurality of RFID tags arranged
on one of the first component and the second component,
each tag configured to output a signal. The RFID tags
are arranged on carrier. An RFID reader is arranged on
the other of the first component or the second component
and configured to read the signal. A plate having a win-
dow is disposed between the RFID reader and the plu-
rality of RFID tags. The window is dimensioned to control
a transmission range between the RFID tags and the
RFID reader. A control system is operatively connected
to the reader, the control system configured to determine
a position of an RFID tag of the plurality of RFID tags
based on the signal.
[0010] These and other features and advantages of
the present invention will be apparent from the following
detailed description, in conjunction with the appended
claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a measurement system ac-
cording to an embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an RFID tag array
according to an embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an RFID tag array
according to another embodiment;
FIG. 4 is an exploded view of an RFID tag array ac-
cording to another embodiment;
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 4;
FIG. 6 is a diagram representing a side cross-sec-
tional view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 4;
FIG. 7 is an exploded view of an RFID tag array ac-
cording to another embodiment;
FIG. 8 is a plan view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 7;
FIG. 9 is a diagram representing a side cross-sec-
tional view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 7;
FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an RFID tag array
according to another embodiment;
FIG. 11 is an exploded view of an RFID tag array
according to another embodiment;
FIG. 12 is a plan view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 11;
FIG. 13 is a diagram representing a side cross-sec-
tional view of the RFID tag array of FIG. 11;
FIG. 14 is a diagram an RFID tag array with a read
area and energized read area of each tag superim-
posed thereon, according to an embodiment;
FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an RFID tag array with
a read area and energized read area of each tag
superimposed thereon, according to an embodi-
ment;
FIG. 16 is a plan view of an RFID tag array according
to another embodiment;
FIG.17 is a plan view of an RFID tag array according
to another embodiment;
FIG. 18 is a perspective view of an RFID tag array
according to another embodiment;
FIG. 19 is a plan view showing a portion of a meas-
urement system according to an embodiment;
FIG. 20 is a side view of the measurement system
of FIG. 19;
FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the measurement
system of FIG. 19;
FIG. 22 is a front cross-sectional view of a measure-
ment system according to an embodiment;
FIG. 23 is a plan view showing a portion of a meas-
urement system according to another embodiment;
FIG. 24 is a side view of the measurement system
of FIG. 23;
FIG. 25 is a perspective view of the measurement
system of FIG. 23;
FIG. 26 is a diagram showing a measurement sys-
tem installed on an outrigger assembly, according
to an embodiment;
FIG. 27 is a side view showing a measurement sys-

tem installed on an outrigger assembly, according
to an embodiment;
FIG. 28 is a side view showing a measurement sys-
tem installed on a telescoping boom, according to
an embodiment;
FIG. 29 is a block diagram of a measurement system
and control system according to an embodiment;
FIG. 30 is an example of a mobile crane on which a
measurement system may be installed;
FIG. 31 is an example of a tower crane on which a
measurement system may be installed; and
FIG. 32 is an example of a crawler crane on which
a measurement system may be installed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] While the present device is susceptible of em-
bodiment in various forms, there is shown in the figures
and will hereinafter be described a presently preferred
embodiment with the understanding that the present dis-
closure is to be considered an exemplification of the de-
vice and is not intended to be limited to the specific em-
bodiment illustrated.
[0013] FIG. 1 is a diagram of a measurement system
10 according to an embodiment. The measurement sys-
tem 10 includes an RFID tag array 11 comprising a plu-
rality of RFID tags 12 and at least one RFID reader 14.
In one embodiment, the measurement system 10 in-
cludes only a single RFID reader 14. In another embod-
iment, multiple RFID readers 14 may be used.
[0014] In one embodiment, the array 11 may be dis-
posed on or in a carrier 40. The carrier 40 generally in-
cludes at least one of a base 42 and a cover 44. In one
embodiment, the base 42 is configured to be secured to
a first component (not shown in FIG. 1) and disposed
between the first component and the array 11. The cover
44 may optionally be disposed on an opposite side of the
array 11 from the base 42.
[0015] In one embodiment, the base 42 and the cover
44 may be made from non-metallic materials, and in an
embodiment, a durable, wear-resistant material such as
a plastic or a hard plastic. Other suitable polymers and
similar materials may be used as well, including materials
that are robust, easily manufacturable, low cost, water
resistant, easily handled, or some combination thereof.
In another embodiment, the cover 44 may be made from
a layer of paint, sealant or tape applied over the RFID
tags 12 and the base 42. In one embodiment, the base
42 and the cover 44 may be adhered to one another with,
for example, an adhesive, mechanical fastener or other
suitable fastener. In one embodiment, a sealant layer
may substantially encapsulate the array between the
base 42 and the cover 44 to substantially prevent expo-
sure of the RFID tags 12 to external elements. In one
embodiment, the sealant layer may secure the cover 44
to the base 42.
[0016] The carrier 40 can be manufactured to any suit-
able length or shape to substantially enclose and/or sup-
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port the RFID tags 12. Preferably, all of the RFID tags
12 of the measurement system 10 are disposed on or in
the carrier 40, but the present disclosure is not limited to
such an embodiment. For example, in some embodi-
ments, multiple carriers 40 may be used to enclose or
support the RFID tags 12. In one embodiment, multiple
carriers 40 may be placed end-to-end or side-by-side to
enclose or support the RFID tags 12. This configuration
may be useful, for example to allow for adjustment of a
length or area to be covered by the RFID tags 12, i.e., a
length or area over which measurements may be deter-
mined by reading the RFID tags 12. In addition, to obtain
a desired length or area, the carrier 40 may be cut to a
length and/or width as desired.
[0017] Further, in one embodiment, a window 16 may
be disposed between the RFID reader 14 and the array
11. For example, in one embodiment, the window 16 may
be formed in a plate 18 that is affixed to or formed inte-
grally with the RFID reader 14. In another embodiment,
the plate 18 may be disposed on or formed integrally with
a component positioned between the RFID reader 14
and the array 11. The window 16 is dimensioned to con-
trol a range of signal transmission between the RFID tags
12 and the RFID reader 14. The dimensions of the win-
dow 16 may be varied, for example, during manufacture
or in a post-manufacturing procedure, such that the sig-
nal transmission range may be controlled in a manner
desired by the end user. In some embodiments, a plate
18 in which the window 16 is formed may be removable
and interchangeably replaced with one or more other
plates 18 having differently dimensioned windows 16.
The plate 18 is preferably made from a metallic material,
such as aluminum, to substantial inhibit transmission of
signals between the RFID tags 12 and the RFID reader
14, at areas other than the window 16. In one embodi-
ment, aluminum foil may be used for the plate 18.
[0018] A number of tags 12 sensed by the reader 14
at a given time may be limited based on the dimensions
of the window 16. For example, a smaller window 16
results in lower energy output and a lower number of
RFID tags 12 being energized by the reader 14, whereas
a larger window 16 allows for higher energy output and
a higher number of tags 12 being energized.
[0019] The array 11 may be formed having a variety
of RFID tag 12 arrangements, depending, for example,
on particular or desired application of the measurement
system 10. FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an array 11
according to an embodiment. For example, in one em-
bodiment, the array 11 may include a plurality of RFID
tags 12 arranged generally along a line ’A’ extending a
first direction, shown as the ’X’ direction in FIG. 2. In one
embodiment, the RFID tags 12 are aligned with one an-
other on the line A. In one embodiment, the RFID tags
12 may extend in a single row and define a length ’L’ of
the array 11. The array 11 may be disposed on the carrier
40.
[0020] Referring still to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the
RFID tags 12 may be arranged having a common orien-

tation relative to the length L of the array 11. For example,
the RFID tags 12 may be arranged having widths ’W’ of
the tags 12 extending in the length L of the array 11. In
one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may be spaced apart
by a predetermined distance in the length L of the array
11. That is, the RFID tags 12 may be arranged having a
center-to-center pitch ’P’ between adjacent tags 12. The
pitch P may be limited, for example, by the width W of
the tags 12. Accordingly, for a given length L of the array
11, the number of tags 12 in the array 11 is based, at
least in part, on the width W of each tag 12 and the pitch
P between respective centers of adjacent tags 12.
[0021] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an RFID tag array
111 according to another embodiment. As shown in FIG.
3, in an embodiment where the RFID tags 12 have the
same widths W as those in embodiment of FIG. 2, the
pitch P may be reduced, for example, until edges of ad-
jacent RFID tags 12 abut one another. In such an ar-
rangement, the pitch P is equal to, or approximately equal
to the width W of an RFID tag 12.
[0022] FIGS. 4-6 show different views of an array 211
according to another embodiment. For example, the ar-
ray 211 may include a plurality of RFID tags 12 each
having a width W, spaced apart by a predetermined pitch
P, arranged in a row along a line A extending, for exam-
ple, in the X direction. In addition, the array 211 may have
the RFID tags 12 arranged as a row in first layer L1 and
a second layer L2, positioned along the line A but offset
from the first layer in a Z direction, perpendicular to the
X direction. That is, the first and second layers L1, L2 of
RFID tags 12 may be arranged in a stacked configuration.
In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 of the first and
second layers L1, L2 are positioned at substantially the
same locations along the X direction. Said differently, a
pitch P and position of the RFID tags 12 in the X direction
is the same in the first layer L1 and the second layer L2.
In the array 211, the stacked configuration is configured
to provide a redundancy or backup function in the event
one of the RFID tags 12 does not transmit information
as intended.
[0023] Referring to FIGS. 7-9, an array 311, according
to another embodiment, may be formed substantially the
same as the array 211 described above with reference
to FIGS. 4-6, except that in the array 311, the first layer
L1 and second layer L2 are offset relative to one another
in the X direction. That is, the RFID tags 12 of the first
layer L1 and the second layer L2 may have the same
pitch P, but the positions of the RFID tags 12 in the second
layer L2 are offset in the X direction from the positions
of the RFID tags 12 in the first layer L1. Accordingly, an
effective pitch of the array ’Parray’ which is less than the
pitch P of each layer L1, L2 may be provided, based on
the distance between a center of an RFID tag 12 in the
first layer L1 and the nearest center of another RFID tag
12 in the X direction, which in this example, is an RFID
tag 12 of the second layer L2, offset from the RFID tag
12 of the first layer L1.
[0024] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an RFID tag
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array 411 according to another embodiment. The array
411 is similar to the array 311 described with respect to
FIGS. 6-9 above, except that in the array 411, the RFID
tags 12 of each layer L1, L2 are disposed in abutting
relationship with one another in the X direction. Accord-
ingly, the pitch P between adjacent tags 12, as well as
an effective pitch of the array Parray, may be minimized.
[0025] FIGS.11-13 are different views of an array 511
according to another embodiment. The array 511, ac-
cording to one embodiment, includes some features sim-
ilar to those described above with respect to the array
211 in FIGS. 4-6 and other features similar to those de-
scribed above with respect to the array 311 in FIGS. 7-9.
For example, the RFID tags 12 of the array 511 may be
positioned in a row along the line A. In addition, the array
511 may include first and second layers L1, L2 of RFID
tags 12 in a stacked configuration. In one embodiment,
RFID tags 12 of the first layer L1 are RFID tags 12 of the
second layer L2 are located at the same positions in the
X direction and have the same pitch P between adjacent
tags 12, similar to the tags 12 in the first and second
layers L1, L2 of the array 211 above.
[0026] In addition, the array 511 may include a third
layer L3 of RFID tags 12, extending along the line A and
having a pitch P which is equal to or substantially equal
to the pitch P of the first and second layers L1, L2. How-
ever, the third layer L3 may be offset in the X direction
relative to the first and second layers L1, L2, in a manner
similar to the second layer L2 in the array 311 described
above. Accordingly, the array 511 includes RFID tags 12
positioned in way to provide an effective array pitch Parray
which is less than the pitch of the RFID tags 12 in an
individual layer L1, L2, L3.
[0027] FIGS. 14 and 15 are plan view diagrams show-
ing examples of RFID tag arrays having RFID tags 12
arranged in a row along the line A. The arrays shown in
FIGS. 14 and 15 may be substantially similar to any of
the arrays described in the embodiments above. How-
ever, for the purposes of illustration, a pitch P in the array
of FIG. 14 and a pitch P in the array of FIG. 15 may be
different from one another, and/or from the examples de-
scribed above. The pitch P shown in FIGS. 14 and 15
may also refer to the effective array pitch Parray.
[0028] Referring to FIGS. 14 and 15, a read range of
each RFID tag 12 is generally represented with an oval
shape 50, while an RFID tag 12 energized by the RFID
reader 14 is generally represented with a broken-line oval
shape 52. In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may be
arranged having a 0.5 inch pitch. In the embodiment of
FIG. 15, the RFID tags 12 may be arranged having a
0.25 inch pitch. It is understood that these configurations
are provided for the purpose of illustration, and the
present disclosure is not limited to these configurations.
For example, in one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may
be arranged having a 1.0 inch pitch, a larger pitch or a
smaller pitch, as desired by an end user and/or according
to a particular application.
[0029] In one embodiment, the RFID reader 14 ener-

gizes and reads one or more RFID tags 12 when the
RFID reader 14 is within the read range of the one or
more RFID tags 12. For example, in one embodiment,
as shown in FIG. 14, the RFID reader 14 may energize
and read two RFID tags 12 simultaneously or nearly si-
multaneously.
[0030] The ability to read two or more RFID tags 12
simultaneously or near simultaneously is due in part to
the relatively small pitch between adjacent RFID tags 12,
which allows for at least two RFID tags 12 to be in range
of the RFID reader 14 and thus, may be detected and
read by the reader 14. Additionally, the RFID reader 14
of the embodiments described herein is configured to
receive and process information from multiple RFID tags
12 simultaneously or near simultaneously. In this man-
ner, a more accurate reading may be obtained.
[0031] In some embodiments, the measurement sys-
tem 10 may include two RFID readers 14 to offset the
pitch of the RFID tags 12. In addition, each RFID reader
14 of the two RFID readers 14 may read multiple RFID
tags 12 simultaneously or near simultaneously, which
may further improve accuracy as described above.
[0032] FIG. 16 shows an array 611 according to an-
other embodiment. In FIG. 16, the array 611 may include
RFID tags 12 arranged in a first plurality of rows extending
in a first direction, shown as the X direction in FIG. 16.
The plurality of rows may be spaced apart from one an-
other in the Y direction. In one embodiment, at least two
rows of the first plurality of rows are parallel to one an-
other. In one embodiment, a spacing between the rows
of the first plurality of rows is the same. Alternatively, the
spacing between rows may vary. Further, in one embod-
iment, the pitch between RFID tags 12 of each row may
be equal and the RFID tags 12 of each row may be po-
sitioned at substantially the same positions along the X
direction, such that each RFID tag 12 is substantially
aligned with the RFID tags in a row extending in the X
direction and an RFID tag 12 of the other rows in the Y
direction. However, variations are envisioned. For exam-
ple, one or more rows of the plurality of rows may be
have RFID tags 12 offset from RFID tags 12 of another
row in the X direction. Further, in one embodiment, the
pitch P between RFID tags 12 may vary within a row or
in different rows.
[0033] In one embodiment, the first plurality of rows of
RFID tags 12 may be disposed in a first layer L1 of the
array 611. The array 611 may further include a second
layer L2 having a plurality of RFID tags 12 arranged in a
second plurality of rows extending in the Y direction and
spaced apart in the X direction. The pitch and spacing
between rows of RFID tags 12 in the second layer L2
may be configured in any manner described above, for
example, with respect to the first layer L1 of the array 611.
[0034] In one embodiment, RFID tags 12 of one layer
may be oriented differently than RFID tags 12 of another
layer. For example, the RFID tags 12 in the first L1 may
be arranged having their widths extending generally in
the X direction and the RFID tags 12 of the second layer
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L2 may be rotated approximately 90 degrees, such that
the widths extend substantially in the Y direction. An ef-
fective array pitch may be provided by including first and
second layers L1, L2, and, for example by offsetting po-
sitions of the RFID tags 12 in one layer relative to another
layer in the array 611 and/or by orienting the RFID tags
12 in one layer differently than in the other.
[0035] FIG. 17 is a plan view of an array 711 according
to another embodiment. The RFID tags 12 in the array
711 may be arranged generally on a circular path. In one
embodiment, the RFID tags 12 are arranged generally
on a common plane. In one embodiment, the array 711
includes a single layer of RFID tags 12. However, it is
envisioned that multiple layers of RFID tags 12 may be
provided as well, according to any of embodiments
above. For example, it is envisioned that a second layer
of RFID tags 12 may be disposed at substantially the
same radial and circumferential positions as the RFID
tags 12 of a first layer. In other embodiment, however,
the RFID tags 12 of a second layer may be offset from
the RFID tags 12 of the first layer in a circumferential
direction, thereby providing an effective pitch that is
smaller than the pitch of the RFID tags 12 of the individual
layers. It is also envisioned to have RFID tags 12 posi-
tioned at different radial positions.
[0036] FIG. 18 is a perspective of an array 811 accord-
ing to another embodiment. The RFID tags 12 of the array
811 may arranged generally along a curved surface, for
example, of a cylinder. The RFID tags 12 may be ar-
ranged having a predetermined pitch similar to the em-
bodiments above. In addition, in one embodiment, a sin-
gle layer of RFID tags 12 is provided in the array 811. In
another embodiment, the array 811 may include one or
more additional layers, where the RFID tags 12 may be
positioned at substantially the same circumferential po-
sitions as the RFID tags 12 of the first layer, or alterna-
tively, offset from the circumferential positions of the
RFID tags of the first layer to provide an effective array
pitch less than a pitch between adjacent RFID tags 12
of an individual layer.
[0037] FIG. 19 is a plan view of an array 911 of RFID
tags 12 according to an embodiment, positioned relative
to the plate 18 having the window 16 formed therein. In
FIG. 19, the array 911 includes a plurality of rows of RFID
tags 12 extending in the X direction. In one embodiment,
the RFID tags 12 of each row are offset in the X direction
relative to RFID tags 12 of another row. Accordingly, and
effective array pitch may be provided that is less than the
pitch between adjacent RFID tags 12 in an individual row.
In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may be arranged
in a single layer and may be positioned in a common
plane.
[0038] FIG. 20 is a side view of the measurement sys-
tem 10 of FIG. 19 and FIG. 21 is a perspective view of
the measurement system 10 of FIG. 19. Accordingly, in
FIGS. 19-21, the reader 14 is configured to read RFID
tags 12 of the array 911 as the RFID tags 12 move by
the window 16 of the plate 18.

[0039] FIG. 22 is a front view of the measurement sys-
tem 10 according to an embodiment. As shown in FIG.
22, the carrier 40 may further include a fastener 46 con-
figured to secure the carrier 40, and in turn the array 11,
to a component of which the position is to be determined.
In one embodiment, the fastener 46 may be an adhesive,
such as an adhesive tape. One such adhesive tape is
sold under the name VHB TM by 3M TM, however, the
present disclosure is not limited to such a fastener. For
example, other suitable adhesives and/or mechanical
fasteners are envisioned as well.
[0040] FIGS. 23-25 are views of a measurement sys-
tem 10 having an array 1011 of RFID tags 12 according
to another embodiment. Referring to FIGS. 23-25, the
array 1011 may include RFID tags 12 arranged in a row
along a line. In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may
have a width W of about 3 mm. With RFID tags of this
size, a pitch P may be relatively small in a single row of
tags 12, without providing multiple rows or layers of tags
12, while still providing suitable accurate and precise
readings since multiple tags 12 are visible to the reader
14 in the window 16 of the plate 18. In one embodiment,
accuracy of measurement with such RFID tags 12 may
be about 1 mm.
[0041] The measurement system 10 according to the
embodiments described herein may be installed on a de-
vice having a first component and a second component
movable relative to the first component, or vice versa.
Accordingly, one of the first component and the second
component may also be referred to as a movable com-
ponent. The RFID tags 12 may be disposed on one of
the first component and the second component and the
RFID reader 14 may be disposed on the other of the first
component and the second component.
[0042] FIGS. 26 and 27 show the measurement sys-
tem 10 installed in an outrigger assembly 130, for exam-
ple, of a crane. In the outrigger assembly 130, the first
component may be, for example, a box 132 of the out-
rigger assembly 130 and the second component may be
a beam 134 of the outrigger assembly 130 which is ex-
tendable and retractable relative to the box 132. In one
embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may be disposed on the
beam 134 and the reader 14 may be installed on the box
132. The RFID tags 12 may be arranged as any of the
arrays described in the embodiments above, as suitable,
and may be disposed on or in the carrier 40 as also de-
scribed above. For example, in the outrigger assembly
130, any of the arrays described above which include a
substantially linear arrangement of the RFID tags 12 may
be preferred.
[0043] The plate 18 having the window 16 (not shown
in FIGS. 26 and 27) may be disposed on the box 132 or
formed together with the reader 14. Accordingly, the
reader 14 is configured to read the RFID tags 12 on the
beam 134 and the measurement system 10 is configured
to determine the position, such as an extension length,
of the beam 134 based on the RFID tags 12 read by the
reader 14. The crane may be, for example, a mobile
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crane, a truck crane, a boom truck, a teleloader and the
like. The outrigger assembly 130 may be used with other
equipment as well, such as other construction or utility
vehicles.
[0044] FIG. 28 shows the measurement system 10 in-
stalled on a telescoping boom 230, according to an em-
bodiment. The first component may be, for example, a
movable telescoping section 232 or base section 234 of
the telescoping boom 230 and the second component
may be another of the movable telescoping sections 232.
In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may be disposed
on a movable telescoping section 232 and the RFID read-
er 14 may be disposed on the base section 234, or vice
versa. In one embodiment, each boom section in which
another boom section is nested for telescoping move-
ment may have either the RFID tags 12 disposed thereon
or the RFID reader 14 disposed thereon, and an imme-
diately inner adjacent inner boom section may have the
other of the RFID tags 12 and the RFID reader 14 dis-
posed thereon. In such an embodiment, each boom sec-
tion, with the exception of the base section and the tip
section may have both the RFID tags 12 and an RFID
reader 14 configured read RFID tags 12 on an adjacent
boom section. Thus, the measurement system 10, ac-
cording to one embodiment, may include a plurality of
RFID tag arrays 11 and a plurality of RFID readers 14.
The RFID tags 12 may arranged in any of the arrays
described in the embodiment above, as suitable.
[0045] In another embodiment, a single RFID reader
14 may be disposed at a free end of the base boom sec-
tion and may be capable reading RFID tags 12 on all
boom sections nested within the base section during tel-
escoping movement of the inner sections.
[0046] In operation, the RFID reader 14 is configured
to receive tag information from energized RFID tags 12
within range of the reader 14. The tag information may
include position information. The position information
may be actual, quantitative position information pro-
grammed into each RFID tag 12 indicating the position
of the RFID tag 14 relative to a reference location. Alter-
natively, or in addition, the tag information may include
identification information associated with each tag 12.
The identification information could be, for example, a
unique identification number such as a serial number, a
unique name or other combination of numbers, letters
and/or other characters which may be used to identify a
particular tag 12.
[0047] With reference to FIG. 29, the measurement
system 10 may further include, or be operatively con-
nected to, a control system 20. The control system 20
includes a computer processor 22 and a computer read-
able storage medium 24. The control system 20 may fur-
ther include an input/output (I/O) module 26 configured
to receive and transmit information. The computer read-
able storage medium 24 stores program instructions 28
which, when executed by the computer processor 22,
causes the computer processor 22 to generate signals
to carry out one or more functions.

[0048] In one embodiment, the control system 20 is
configured to determine a position of a component, such
as the first component or second component, based on
the tag information received by the reader 14. For exam-
ple, the control system 20 may analyze position informa-
tion received with the tag information, optionally adjust
the position information, for example, based on a cali-
bration procedure, and optionally convert the position in-
formation into output data in a format readily understand-
able to an operator. The output data may be presented,
for example, on a display. In one embodiment, the control
system 20 may determine the positions of the RFID tags
12 read simultaneously, or nearly simultaneously, by the
reader 14, and calculate and average of the determined
positions to determine the position of the a component
on which the RFID tags 12 are disposed.
[0049] In one embodiment, the control system 20 may
be have table stored in the computer readable storage
medium 24, the table storing information corresponding
to identification information received from RFID tags 12.
The stored, corresponding information may be position
information of the tags 12 which may be entered into the
control system 20 in a calibration process or manually,
for example, when positions of the RFID tags 12 are
known.
[0050] In one embodiment, the control system 20 may
be configured to output a control signal. The control signal
may be configured to operate an output device, such as
a display, alarm or the like based on the determined po-
sition. In one embodiment, the control signal may be out-
put to a controller configured to control movement of a
component. Thus, the control system 20 may control op-
eration of a component, such as the outrigger assembly
130 or telescoping boom 230, based on the determined
position, For example, the control system 20 may output
a control signal to a controller to stop movement of the
second component when the determined position reach-
es a predetermined or desired position.
[0051] In the embodiments above, the RFID tags 12
may be selected from among known RFID tags having
a relatively small width W. For example, in one embodi-
ment, RFID tags 12 having a width ’W’ of about 0.5 inches
are selected for use the measurement system 10. It is
preferred that a width of the individual RFID tags 12 be
minimized in order to minimize a pitch between adjacent
RFID tags 12. In another embodiment, the RFID tags 12
may have a width W of about 3 mm. These examples are
non-limiting, however, and different RFID tag widths are
envisioned for use in the arrays above.
[0052] The layers of RFID tags in the arrays described
above may generally be arranged in respective planes,
such that RFID tags 12 of a layer lie in a common plane.
However, the present disclosure is not limited to this con-
figuration. In other embodiments, the array may substan-
tially conform to the contour of the surface (i.e., a com-
ponent surface) on which the array is installed. Additional
layers may be provided in substantially corresponding
contours, offset from the surface by incremental distanc-
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es. Alternatively or in addition, the RFID tags 12 may be
arranged in partially overlapping relationship with one
another.
[0053] Moreover, in the embodiments above, it is de-
sirable to minimize the width ’W’ of the RFID tags 12 so
that a greater number of RFID tags 12 may be positioned
in a fixed space, thereby increasing an accuracy of meas-
urements based on readings by the RFID reader 14. In
addition, by arranging in the RFID tags 12 in layers, or
with at least some overlapping portions, centers of the
RFID tags 12 may be more closely positioned relative to
one another to provide an effective array pitch and im-
prove measurement accuracy.
[0054] In one embodiment, the RFID tags 12 may op-
erate at about 13.56 MHz, but are not limited to such a
frequency. In one embodiment, RFID tags 12 may be
selected that operate in the High Frequency (HF) or Ultra
High Frequency (UHF) radio spectrum. The RFID tags
12 may communicate according to the Near Field Com-
munication (NFC) communication protocol.
[0055] In addition to serving as a mounting surface or
support for the RFID tags 12, the base 42 of the carrier
40 serves an additional purpose. For example, it is envi-
sioned that the RFID tags 12 of the measurement system
10 described herein may be mounted to a metal compo-
nent, i.e., the first component or second component.
However, metal components may adversely affect the
propagation of signals emitted from the RFID tags 12.
Thus, the base 42 serves to space the RFID tags 12 a
suitable distance from the metal component to prevent
or limit adverse effects of the metal on the propagation
of the signals emitted from the RFID tags 12. Accordingly,
the base 42 may be selected to have an appropriate thick-
ness to reduce, minimize or eliminate adverse effects to
signal propagation that may be caused by the adjacent
metal component to which the RFID tags 12 are mounted.
For example, the base 42 may have a thickness of at
least 0.01 inches to allow for desired functionality when
a single tag 12 is read, and a thickness of at least 0.04
inches when at least two tags 12 are read.
[0056] Various dimensions and distances may be suit-
able in the embodiments above. For example, in non-
limiting embodiments, a thickness of the base 42 and the
cover 44 may be about 0.125 inches, each. In one em-
bodiment, the window 16 may have a width of about 5
mm in the direction of movement of the RFID tags 12. In
one embodiment, a distance between the reader 14 and
the window 16 may be between 0 to 0.5 inches. In one
embodiment, the distance between the window 16 and
the array of RFID tags 12 may be about 0.125 inches
and 0.375 inches. In one embodiment, the reader 14 may
be spaced from the array by about 0.125 inches to 0.825
inches. In one embodiment, the carrier 40 may have a
width of about 2 inches. It is understood that these di-
mensions and measurements are provided for the pur-
poses of example only, and that the present disclosure
is not limited these examples. Other distances between
individual components and dimensions of components

not listed above, or falling outside of the above-noted
ranges are envisioned and fall within the scope of this
disclosure so long as the measurement system 10 oper-
ates according to the principles described herein and the
same or substantially the same results and benefits are
realized.
[0057] In one embodiment, the measurement system
10 may be packaged as a modular unit including the con-
trol system 20, the RFID tags 12 and the RFID reader
14. Accordingly, the measurement system 10 may be
easily installed on removed from various components or
systems.
[0058] The measurement system 10 according to the
described herein may be suitable in a variety of applica-
tions. For example, the measurement system 10 may be
implemented in any of a mobile crane 60, tower crane
70 and/or crawler crane 80 on first and second compo-
nents where one component is movable relative to the
other. For example, the measurement system 10, having
for instance, the array 611, 711, 811 may be used in
conjunction with components of a rotating bed, hoist,
counterweight assembly or other rotatable components
or component movable in multiple directions which will
be appreciated by those having skill in the art, while sub-
stantially linear arrays, such as 11, 111, 211, 311, 411,
511 may be used in conjunction with components which
are linearly movable, such as the outrigger assembly
130, the telescoping boom 230 and/or a trolley 332 mov-
able along the jib 330 of the tower crane 70.
[0059] Further, in the embodiments above, the window
16 may serve as a filter to limit a number of RFID tags
12 from which the RFID reader 14 receives signals with
the tag information, while still allowing for accurate meas-
urements and position determinations. For example, in
an RFID array 11 with a relatively large number of closely
positioned RFID tags 12, such as those described above,
the RFID reader 14 may energize a relatively large
number of RFID tags 12 at a given time, and thus, may
receive the signals with tag information, nearly simulta-
neously from all of the energized RFID tags 12. This may
require substantial processing power in the control sys-
tem 20 to process all of the received tag information and
determine the position of the RFID tags 12 and the mov-
able component. However, with the plate 18, made of
material through which signals are generally non-trans-
missible, fewer RFID tags 12 may be energized by the
RFID reader 14 and/or fewer signals may be received at
the RFID reader 14 from the RFID tags 12.
[0060] Thus, the plate 18 and window 16 may have the
effect of reducing the read area of the reader 14 based
on the size of the window 16. However, in an array 11
with a relatively small pitch P or effective array pitch
Parray, the RFID reader 14 may still receive signals from
one or more relatively closely arranged RFID tags 12,
such as those described in the embodiments above,
thereby maintaining accuracy of the measurements while
reducing necessary processing power and operations
carried out by the control system 20.
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[0061] It is understood that the RFID arrays are not
limited to those described above. Different arrangements
of RFID tags 12 are envisioned. For example, it is also
envisioned that the RFID array may include a plurality of
RFID tags arranged substantially along a curve or arc, a
segment of a circle or oval, along a zig-zag type path,
and other suitable arrangements.
[0062] In the embodiments above, the measurement
system 10 is configured to determine a position of a first
or second component based on information read from
one or more RFID tags 12 by the RFID reader 14. The
position measurement may be, for example, length of
extension of the component 32, 34 or a position of the
component in a coordinate system, based on information
received from an RFID tag or tags 12. The determined
length may be provided as a distance, a percentage of
full extension, or both. Further, the measurement system
10 may qualitatively determine a position of the first or
second component based on the received signal or sig-
nals. For example, the measurement system 10 may de-
termine that the extendable component is fully extended,
fully retracted or extended to a predetermined interval,
such as half-extended or quarter-extended. Such deter-
minations may be made by the control system 20. That
is, the control system 20 may process the received infor-
mation, convert the information, and output a length of
measurement or position of the extendable component.
[0063] The measurement system 10 described in the
embodiments above may be operably and communica-
bly connected to a crane control system (not shown).
Information regarding the position or measured length of
extension of the component, for example an outrigger
beam or boom section, may be used by the crane control
system to calculate a load chart, for example. Alterna-
tively, or in addition, the measurement system 10 may
be connected to a remote system (not shown) or central-
ized system (not shown) where the position or measured
length of extension of the extendable component may be
used, for example, to calculate a load chart.
[0064] The measurement system 10 of the embodi-
ments above may be implemented in or used together
mechanical systems such as telescopic cylinders, fork
trucks, robotics, assembly lines, railways, linear actua-
tors and other systems having moving components, or
sub-systems of the such systems. In addition, the meas-
urement system 10 described herein may be used in to
measure lengths over any distance, including very large
distances, which the array of RFID tags 12 is positioned.
[0065] It is understood the various features from any
of the embodiments above are usable together with the
other embodiments described herein. Further, it is un-
derstood that same or similar terminology used across
the different embodiments above refers to the same or
similar component, with the exception of any differences
described or shown in the figures.
[0066] All patents referred to herein, are hereby incor-
porated herein by reference, whether or not specifically
done so within the text of this disclosure.

[0067] In the present disclosure, the words "a" or "an"
are to be taken to include both the singular and the plural.
Conversely, any reference to plural items shall, where
appropriate, include the singular.
[0068] From the foregoing it will be observed that nu-
merous modifications and variations can be effectuated
without departing from the true spirit and scope of the
novel concepts of the present disclosure. It is to be un-
derstood that no limitation with respect to the specific
embodiments illustrated is intended or should be inferred.
The disclosure is intended to cover all such modifications
as fall within the scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A measurement system comprising:

a plurality of RFID tags, each RFID tag config-
ured to output tag information, each RFID tag
having a width and spaced from an adjacent
RFID tag by a pitch;
a single RFID reader configured to read the tag
information from at least one RFID tag of the
plurality of RFID tags;
a plate having a window disposed between the
RFID reader and the plurality of RFID tags,
wherein the window is dimensioned to control a
transmission range between the RFID tags and
the RFID reader;
a carrier to which the plurality of RFID tags are
mounted; and
a control system configured to determine a po-
sition of the at least one RFID tag based on the
tag information.

2. The measurement system of claim 1, wherein the
carrier includes a base and a cover and the plurality
of RFID tags are disposed between the base and
the cover.

3. The measurement system of claim 1, wherein the
RFID tags are disposed along a line in abutting re-
lationship with one another.

4. The measurement system of claim 1, wherein the
RFID tags are disposed in a first layer and a second
layer in an overlapping relationship with one another.

5. The measurement system of claim 1, wherein the
RFID reader is configured to read the tag information
from two or more RFID tags substantially simultane-
ously, and the control system is configured to deter-
mine a position of the two or more RFID tags based
on the tag information.

6. A measurement system for determining a position
of a movable component, the movable component
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being one of a first component and second compo-
nent movable relative to the other of the first com-
ponent and the second component, the system com-
prising:

a plurality of RFID tags arranged on one of the
first component and the second component,
each tag configured to output a signal;
a carrier on which the plurality of RFID tags are
arranged;
an RFID reader arranged on the other of the first
component or the second component and con-
figured to read the signal;
a plate having a window disposed between the
RFID reader and the plurality of RFID tags,
wherein the window is dimensioned to control a
transmission range between the RFID tags and
the RFID reader; and
a control system operatively connected to the
reader, the control system configured to deter-
mine a position of an RFID tag of the plurality of
RFID tags based on the signal.

7. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
second component moves telescopically relative to
the first component.

8. The measurement system of claim 7, wherein the
first component is an outrigger box and the second
component is an outrigger beam.

9. The measurement system of claim 7, wherein the
first component is an outer boom section of a tele-
scoping boom and the second component is an inner
boom section of the telescoping boom.

10. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
RFID reader is configured to read at least two RFID
tags nearly simultaneously and the control system
is configured to determine a position of the movable
component based on the signal of the at least two
RFID tags.

11. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
carrier comprises a base configured to be secured
to one of the first component and the second com-
ponent and having a thickness configured to space
the RFID tags from the first component or second
component by a predetermined distance.

12. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
plurality of RFID tags at least partially overlap one
another.

13. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein a load
chart is calculated based on the determined position.

14. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the

first component is a tower crane trolley and the sec-
ond component is a tower crane jib movable relative
to the jib.

15. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
first component is a rotating section of a rotating bed
and the second component is a fixed section of a
rotating bed.

16. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
plurality of RFID tags are arranged substantially
along a line in abutting relationship.

17. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
plurality of RFID tags includes a first plurality of RFID
tags extending along a first direction and a second
plurality of RFID tags extending along a second di-
rection different from the first direction.

18. The measurement system of claim 17, wherein the
first plurality of RFID tags have a first orientation and
the second plurality of RFID tags have a second ori-
entation different than the first orientation.

19. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
plurality of RFID tags are arranged substantially
along a circle, arc or curve.

20. The measurement system of claim 6, wherein the
plurality of RFID tags are arranged along a cylindrical
wall.
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