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(54) OPTICAL FIBER CHARACTERISTICS MEASURING APPARATUS AND OPTICAL FIBER 
CHARACTERISTICS MEASURING METHOD

(57) An optical fiber characteristics measuring appa-
ratus includes a light source, first and second optical
branching units, a detection unit, a measuring unit and a
control unit. The light source unit outputs frequency-mod-
ulated continuous wave of light. The first optical branch-
ing unit branches the continuous light into pump light and
reference light. The second optical branching unit outputs
backscattered light generated by the pump light incident
from one end of an optical fiber and subjected to Brillouin

scattering in the optical fiber. The detection unit detects
interference light of the backscattered light and the ref-
erence light. The measuring unit measures characteris-
tics of the optical fiber by a detection signal from the de-
tection unit. The control unit controls the light source unit
to change modulation frequency of the continuous light
in units of one period or half a period of a modulation
period corresponding to the modulation frequency.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical fiber
characteristics measuring apparatus and an optical fiber
characteristics measuring method for measuring charac-
teristics of an optical fiber based on backscattered light
generated by Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber which
is an object to be measured.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An optical fiber is one of optical transmission
media, Brillouin scattering generated by making light in-
cident on the optical fiber varies depending on strain ap-
plied to the optical fiber and temperature of the optical
fiber. There is known a method for measuring a distrib-
uted strain and a distributed temperature in a longitudinal
direction of the optical fiber by measuring a frequency
shift of the Brillouin scattered light. For example, by de-
ploying the optical fiber over a structure such as a bridge,
a building or the like and specifying a strained part of the
optical fiber based on the above method, it is possible to
detect strain generated in the structures. As such a meas-
uring method, a so-called BOTDR (Brillouin Optical Time
Domain Reflectometry) method, a BOCDR (Brillouin Op-
tical Correlation Domain Reflectometry) method or the
like are known.
[0003] The BOTDR method detects backscattered
light (Brillouin scattered light) of Brillouin scattering ob-
tained by making an optical pulse incident from one end
of an optical fiber to be measured (a fiber under test),
and measures both of a frequency shift of the Brillouin
scattered light (hereinafter referred to as Brillouin fre-
quency shift) with respect to incident light and time until
the Brillouin scattered light returns back. This Brillouin
scattered light is subject to the Doppler effect by an
acoustic wave whose speed varies depending on strain
and temperature of the optical fiber to be measured, and
therefore, is shifted to a frequency that is different from
the incident light. The magnitude of the strain and tem-
perature of the optical fiber to be measured can be meas-
ured by measuring the above Brillouin frequency shift,
and further, a position in the longitudinal direction of the
optical fiber to be measured can be specified by meas-
uring the time until the Brillouin scattered light returns
back.
[0004] The BOCDR measuring method detects
Brillouin scattered light obtained by making pump light,
which is frequency-modulated continuous wave of light,
incident from one end of the optical fiber to be measured,
and measures a Brillouin frequency shift. As described
in the following Patent Document 1 and Non-Patent Doc-
ument 1, in the BOCDR measuring method, by interfering
the Brillouin scattered light with reference light, Brillouin
scattered light at a specific position where "correlation
peak" appears in the optical fiber to be measured is se-

lectively extracted. For example, in a case where contin-
uous wave of light (which is referred to as continuous
light) given a sinusoidal frequency modulation is made
incident on the optical fiber to be measured, an interval
between correlation peaks in the optical fiber to be meas-
ured is inversely proportional to modulation frequency of
the sinusoidal frequency modulation. Further, by sweep-
ing the modulation frequency of the continuous light, the
correlation peak along the longitudinal direction of the
optical fiber to be measured can be moved. By obtaining
the Brillouin frequency shift at each correlation peak point
while moving the correlation peak, it is possible to meas-
ure the distributed strain and the distributed temperature
in the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be meas-
ured.
[0005] The BOCDR measuring method described
above can selectively output Brillouin scattered light in a
narrow region of about several centimeters in the optical
fiber to be measured as an interference output corre-
sponding to the specific position in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the optical fiber to be measured. In addition, since
the continuous light rather than an optical pulse is made
incident on the optical fiber to be measured, signal inten-
sity of the backscattered light generated in the optical
fiber to be measured is high, and since it does not require
a large number of averaging, a measurement time can
be shortened. The spatial resolution and measurement
time in the BOCDR measuring method are superior to
the spatial resolution (usually 1 m or more) and meas-
urement time (several minutes to several tens of minutes)
in the BOTDR measuring method in which an optical
pulse is made incident on the optical fiber to be meas-
ured.
[0006] Here, in the BOCDR measuring method de-
scribed above, in a case where the length of the optical
fiber to be measured is longer than the interval between
the correlation peaks described above, a plurality of cor-
relation peaks appears in the optical fiber to be meas-
ured. In such a case, it is necessary to avoid crosstalk in
such a way that one of correlation peaks is selected, and
only Brillouin scattered light at the position where the
selected correlation peak appears is extracted while
Brillouin scattered light at a position where other corre-
lation peaks appear is not extracted. As a method for
selecting a correlation peak in such a way, there is a
method called a temporal gating scheme. In the temporal
gating scheme, the continuous light given a sinusoidal
frequency modulation is shaped into a pulse shape and
then made incident on the optical fiber to be measured,
and a light reception timing of the Brillouin scattered light
is adjusted, so as to select a correlation peak of the optical
fiber to be measured. For details of the temporal gating
scheme, for example, see the following Non-Patent Doc-
ument 1.
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Prior Art Document

Patent Document

[0007] Patent Document 1: JP-B-5105302

Non-Patent Document

[0008] Non-Patent Document 1: Yosuke Mizuno et al.,
"Measurement range enlargement in Brillouin optical cor-
relation-domain reflectometry based on temporal gating
scheme", Optics Express Vo.17, No.11, p.9040-9046

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0009] As described above, in the related-art temporal
gating scheme, the continuous light given a sinusoidal
frequency modulation is shaped into a pulse shape (here-
inafter, referred to as modulated pulse light) and then
made incident on the optical fiber to be measured, and
a light reception timing of the Brillouin scattered light is
adjusted, so as to select a correlation peak of the optical
fiber to be measured. Therefore, in the related-art tem-
poral gating scheme, after the modulated pulse light is
incident from one end of the optical fiber to be measured,
the next modulated pulse light cannot be incident to the
optical fiber to be measured until the Brillouin scattered
light (Brillouin scattered light on the other end of the op-
tical fiber to be measured), which is obtained by the mod-
ulated pulse light arriving at the other end of the optical
fiber to be measured, returns back to the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured.
[0010] FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining a problem of
a related-art temporal gating scheme. In FIG. 9, the hor-
izontal axis represents time and the vertical axis repre-
sents a distance from the one end of the optical fiber to
be measured. Here, it is assumed that a correlation peak
appears at positions where the distances from one end
(position where the distance is 0) of the optical fiber to
be measured are d100 and d200. FIG. 9 shows modu-
lated pulse light P100, P200 incident on the optical fiber
to be measured, Brillouin scattered light LS100 emitted
from one end of the optical fiber to be measured, and the
reference light LR100.
[0011] The modulated pulse light P100 is the first pulse
light incident on the optical fiber to be measured at time
t100, and the modulated pulse light P200 is the second
pulse light incident on the optical fiber to be measured
at time t200. For convenience of illustration, light intensity
of the modulated pulse light P100, P200 and Brillouin
scattered light LS100 is taken as shown in a right direction
of the page. In FIG. 9, for convenience of understanding,
the modulated pulse light P100, P200, the Brillouin scat-
tered light LS100, and the reference light LR100 are
shown together with a modulation signal m100 which is
used for sinusoidal frequency modulation. The same

modulation signal m100 (modulation frequency fm, mod-
ulation amplitude Δfm) is used for modulation of the mod-
ulated pulse light P100, P200 and the reference light
LR100. A pulse width of the modulated pulse light P100,
P200 is set to one period or half a period of a modulation
period of the modulation signal m100. FIG. 9 shows an
example in which the pulse width is set to half a period
of the modulation period of the modulation signal m100.
[0012] As shown in FIG. 9, the Brillouin scattering light
at a position where the distance from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured is d200 is obtained by the
modulated pulse light P100 being incident on the optical
fiber to be measured. Further, the Brillouin scattering light
at a position where the distance from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured is d100 is obtained by the
modulated pulse light P200 being incident on the optical
fiber to be measured. In the example shown in FIG. 9,
the two kinds of obtained Brillouin scattered light are emit-
ted from the one end of the optical fiber to be measured
at exactly the same timing (time t300) and interfere with
the reference light LR100. At this time, strain (or temper-
ature) at a position where the distance from the one end
of the optical fiber to be measured is d100 and strain (or
temperature) at a position where the distance from the
one end of the optical fiber to be measured is d200 cannot
be measured individually.
[0013] As described above, in the related-art temporal
gating scheme, after the modulated pulse light (for ex-
ample, the modulated pulse light P100) is incident from
the one end of the optical fiber to be measured, if the
next modulated pulse light (for example, the modulated
pulse light P200) is incident to the optical fiber to be meas-
ured before the Brillouin scattered light (for example,
Brillouin scattered light LS100 at the distance d200) on
the other end of the optical fiber to be measured returns
back to the one end of the optical fiber to be measured,
characteristics of the optical fiber to be measured may
not able to be measured in some cases. For this reason,
in the related-art temporal gating scheme, the next mod-
ulated pulse light must be incident on the optical fiber to
be measured after the Brillouin scattered light on the oth-
er end of the optical fiber to be measured returns back
to the one end of the optical fiber to be measured. Ac-
cordingly, in the BOCDR measuring method using the
related-art temporal gating scheme, there is a problem
that the time required for the measurement becomes
longer as the length of the optical fiber to be measured
becomes longer.
[0014] The present invention has been made in view
of the above circumstances, and an object thereof is to
provide an optical fiber characteristics measuring appa-
ratus and an optical fiber characteristics measuring meth-
od in which the characteristics of the optical fiber to be
measured can be measured by making the pump light
incident on the optical fiber to be measured without wait-
ing for the return of the Brillouin scattered light which is
obtained by making the pump light incident on the optical
fiber to be measured, so that the time required for the
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measurement can be reduced.

Means for Solving Problems

[0015] An optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus includes a light source, a first optical branching
unit, a second optical branching unit, a detection unit, a
measuring unit and a control unit. The light source unit
outputs frequency-modulated continuous wave of light.
The first optical branching unit branches the continuous
light into pump light and reference light. The second op-
tical branching unit outputs backscattered light which is
generated by making the pump light incident from one
end of an optical fiber to be measured and which is sub-
jected to Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber to be
measured. The detection unit detects interference light
of the backscattered light and the reference light. The
measuring unit measures characteristics of the optical
fiber to be measured by using a detection signal output
from the detection unit. The control unit controls the light
source unit to change modulation frequency of the con-
tinuous light in units of one period or half a period of a
modulation period corresponding to the modulation fre-
quency.
[0016] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit controls the light source unit to
change modulation amplitude of the continuous light to-
gether with the modulation frequency.
[0017] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit changes the modulation frequen-
cy and the modulation amplitude such that spatial reso-
lution in a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be
measured is constant for each unit.
[0018] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit changes the modulation frequen-
cy and the modulation amplitude such that spatial reso-
lution in a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be
measured is different from each other for each unit.
[0019] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit changes the modulation frequen-
cy and the modulation amplitude such that the modula-
tion frequency and a combination of the modulation fre-
quency and the modulation amplitude are different from
each other for each unit.
[0020] The optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus further includes an optical gate unit. The optical
gate unit brings an optical path between the first optical
branching unit and the second optical branching unit into
a disconnected state or a connected state under the con-
trol of the control unit.
[0021] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit controls the optical gate unit to
shape the pump light into pulsed light which has a pulse
width of one period or half a period of the modulation
period.
[0022] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, in a case where the optical path between the
first optical branching unit and the second optical branch-

ing unit is in the disconnected state, the control unit con-
trols, in consideration of a return time of the backscat-
tered light, the light source unit to generate the reference
light which interferes with the backscattered light by
changing the modulation frequency of the continuous
light in units of one period or half a period of the modu-
lation period corresponding to the modulation frequency.
[0023] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, in a case where the second optical branching
unit makes first and second pump light incident on the
optical fiber to be measured, the detection unit detects
the interference light of (i) the backscattered light ob-
tained by the pulsed light modulated by the control unit,
corresponding to the first pump light and (ii) the reference
light generated by the light source in consideration of the
return time of the backscattered light, corresponding to
the first pump light. The measuring unit measures the
characteristics of the optical fiber to be measured by mak-
ing the second pump light incident on the optical fiber to
be measured without waiting for the return of the back-
scattered light corresponding to the first pump light.
[0024] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit controls a change order of the
modulation frequency in a case of shaping the pump light
into the pulsed light to be different from a change order
of the modulation frequency in a case of obtaining the
frequency-modulated continuous wave of light.
[0025] In the optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus, the control unit controls a change order and
change timing of the modulation frequency in a case of
shaping the pump light into the pulsed light to be respec-
tively the same as a change order and a change timing
of the modulation frequency in a case of obtaining the
frequency-modulated continuous wave of light.
[0026] An optical fiber characteristics measuring meth-
od, includes: changing modulation frequency of frequen-
cy-modulated continuous wave of light output from a light
source unit in units of one period or half a period of a
modulation period corresponding to the modulation fre-
quency; detecting interference light of backscattered light
and reference light, the backscattered light being gener-
ated by making modulation frequency-changed light in-
cident on one end of an optical fiber to be measured and
subjected to Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber to be
measured, and frequency of the reference light being
modulated in units of one period or half a period of the
modulation period; and measuring characteristics of the
optical fiber to be measured by using a detection result
of the interference light.
[0027] The optical fiber characteristics measuring
method, further includes: obtaining the frequency-mod-
ulated continuous wave of light by changing modulation
frequency of the continuous light in units of one period
or half a period of the modulation period corresponding
to the modulation frequency in consideration of a return
time of the backscattered light.
[0028] The optical fiber characteristics measuring
method, further includes: shaping the modulation fre-
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quency-changed continuous light into pulsed light having
a pulse width of one period or half a period of the mod-
ulation period and being incident from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured.

Effect of the Invention

[0029] According to the present invention, the charac-
teristics of the optical fiber to be measured can be meas-
ured by making the pump light incident on the optical
fiber to be measured without waiting for the return of the
Brillouin scattered light which is obtained by making the
pump light incident on the optical fiber to be measured.
Therefore, the time required for the measurement can
be reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0030]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
main parts of an optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining a measurement
principle of an optical fiber characteristics measuring
apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an operation example
of an optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining an operation ex-
ample of an optical fiber characteristics measuring
apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an optical path length
of an optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a relationship between
a distance to a measuring point of an optical fiber to
be measured and a difference in time required for
reference light and backscattered light to arrive at a
detection unit in an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining another operation
example of an optical fiber characteristics measuring
apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining another operation
example of an optical fiber characteristics measuring
apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining a problem of a
related-art temporal gating scheme.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0031] Hereinafter, an optical fiber characteristics
measuring apparatus and an optical fiber characteristics
measuring method according to an embodiment of the
present invention are described in detail with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

<Configuration of Optical Fiber Characteristics Measur-
ing Apparatus>

[0032] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configura-
tion of main parts of an optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the optical fiber
characteristics measuring apparatus 1 of the present em-
bodiment includes a light source unit 11, a first optical
branching unit 12, an optical delaying unit 13, an optical
gate unit 14, a second optical branching unit 15, an optical
coupler unit 16, a detection unit 17, an acquisition unit
18 (measuring unit), a calculation unit 19 (measuring
unit), and a control unit 20. The optical fiber characteris-
tics measuring apparatus 1 of the present embodiment
is a so-called BOCDR measuring device that measures
the characteristics of an optical fiber to be measured FUT
based on backscattered light (backscattered light gener-
ated by Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber to be meas-
ured FUT) which is obtained by making modulated pulse
light P (pump light LP as continuous light given a fre-
quency modulation which is shaped into a pulse shape)
incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT. The
optical fiber to be measured FUT may be any optical fiber
according to a wavelength or the like of the modulated
pulse light P. In addition, it is assumed that a plurality of
correlation peaks exists in the optical fiber to be meas-
ured FUT in the present embodiment.
[0033] The light source unit 11 includes a light source
11a and a modulation unit 11b, and outputs continuous
light L1 which is frequency-modulated under the control
of the control unit 20. The light source 11a includes a
semiconductor laser element such as a distributed feed-
back laser diode (DFB-LD), and outputs the frequency-
modulated continuous wave of light L1 in accordance
with a modulation signal m1 output from the modulation
unit 11b. Under the control of the control unit 20, the
modulation unit 11b outputs the modulation signal m1 for
frequency modulating the continuous light L1 output from
the light source 11a. The modulation signal m1 is, for
example, a sinusoidal signal, and the frequency (modu-
lation frequency fm) and amplitude (modulation ampli-
tude Δfm) thereof are controlled by the control unit 20.
Hereinafter, the modulation frequency fm and modulation
amplitude Δfm controlled by the control unit 20 may also
be referred to as "modulation parameters".
[0034] The first optical branching unit 12 branches the
continuous light L1 input from the light source unit 11 into
pump light LP and reference light LR with a predeter-
mined intensity ratio (for example, 1:1). The optical de-
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laying unit 13 delays the pump light LP branched by the
first optical branching unit 12 by a predetermined time.
The optical delaying unit 13 includes, for example, an
optical fiber having a predetermined length. The delay
time can be adjusted by changing the length of the optical
fiber. Such the optical delaying unit 13 is provided so that
a 0th order correlation peak, whose appearing position
does not move even if the modulation frequency fm is
swept, is disposed outside of the optical fiber to be meas-
ured FUT, and a plurality of modulated pulse light P can
be made incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT
at a time.
[0035] The optical gate unit 14 increases or decreases
the intensity of the pump light LP to bring an optical path
between the first optical branching unit 12 and the second
optical branching unit 15 (more precisely, an optical path
between the optical delaying unit 13 and the second op-
tical branching unit 15) into a disconnected state or a
connected state. Here, the disconnected state means
that the intensity of the pump light LP is decreased and
the optical path between the first optical branching unit
12 and the second optical branching unit 15 is substan-
tially disconnected, and the connected state means that
the intensity of the pump light LP is increased and the
optical path between the first optical branching unit 12
and the second optical branching unit 15 is substantially
connected. The disconnected state and connected state
of the optical gate unit 14 is controlled by the control unit
20. Such the optical gate unit 14 is provided so that the
pump light LP is shaped into a pulse shape, and the mod-
ulated pulse light P used in the temporal gating scheme
is obtained. In addition, the reference light LR generated
separately from the modulated pulse light P is prevented
to be incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT
as the modulated pulse light P.
[0036] The second optical branching unit 15 includes
a first port, a second port, and a third port. The first port
is connected to the optical gate unit 14. The second port
is connected to the optical fiber to be measured FUT via
an optical connector CN. The optical connector CN is a
connector that connects a path extending from the sec-
ond port of the second optical branching unit 15 and the
optical fiber to be measured FUT. The third port is con-
nected to the optical coupler unit 16. The second optical
branching unit 15 outputs the modulated pulse light P
input from the first port to the second port. In addition,
the backscattered light LS from the optical fiber to be
measured FUT input from the second port is output to
the third port. An optical circulator, for example, can be
used as the second optical branching unit 15.
[0037] The optical coupler unit 16 mixes the backscat-
tered light LS from the optical fiber to be measured FUT
output from the third port of the second optical branching
unit 15 and the reference light LR output from the first
optical branching unit 12 with each other. In addition, the
optical coupler unit 16 branches the mixed light into two
beams of light with a predetermined intensity ratio (for
example, 1:1) and outputs them to the detection unit 17.

Both beams of the light branched by the optical coupler
unit 16 each include 50% of backscattered light from the
optical fiber to be measured FUT and 50% of the refer-
ence light, for example.
[0038] The detection unit 17 performs optical hetero-
dyne detection by interfering the backscattered light LS
with the reference light LR which are included in the two
beams of light output from the optical coupler unit 16.
The detection unit 17 includes, for example, a balanced
photo diode formed by connecting two photo diodes (PD)
in series, and the two beams of light output from the op-
tical coupler unit 16 are respectively received by these
two photo diodes. An interference signal (detected as a
beat signal) indicating a frequency difference between
the backscattered light LS and the reference light LR is
output from the detection unit 17.
[0039] The acquisition unit 18 acquires an electrical
beat signal output from the detection unit 17 and meas-
ures frequency characteristic of the acquired beat signal.
The acquisition unit 18 may include, for example, a spec-
trum analyzer or the like. Alternatively, the acquisition
unit 18 may acquire temporally continuous data by a time
axis measuring device such as an oscilloscope, and then
separately convert the data into spectrum data using a
technique such as Fast Fourier Transform or the like.
[0040] The calculation unit 19 calculates a Brillouin fre-
quency shift from the spectrum data measured by the
acquisition unit 18. The calculation unit 19 may include
a display unit which displays the Brillouin frequency shift
obtained by calculation as physical information such as
strain, temperature or the like. Further, information such
as strain, temperature or the like of the optical fiber to be
measured FUT may be interpreted as information mean-
ing a state of an object to be measured and displayed on
the display unit. The display unit is, for example, a liquid
crystal display, an organic Electro Luminescence (EL)
display device, or the like. When the calculation is com-
pleted, the calculation unit 19 outputs, to the control unit
20, a calculation result or the fact that the calculation is
ended.
[0041] The control unit 20 performs overall control of
the operation of the optical fiber characteristics measur-
ing apparatus 1 while referring to the calculation result
or the like of the calculation unit 19. For example, the
control unit 20 controls the light source unit 11 to change
modulation frequency of the continuous light L1 output
from the light source unit 11. Specifically, the control unit
20 changes the modulation frequency of the continuous
light L1 output from the light source unit 11 in units of one
period or half a period of the modulation period corre-
sponding to the modulation frequency. In the present em-
bodiment, a case where the control unit 20 changes the
modulation frequency of the continuous light L1 in units
of half a period of the modulation period will be described
as an example. As described in detail later, such change
is performed so that the characteristics of the optical fiber
to be measured FUT can be measured by making the
next modulated pulse light incident on the optical fiber to
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be measured FUT without waiting for the return of the
backscattered light LS which is obtained by making the
modulated pulse light P incident on the optical fiber to be
measured FUT. Here, the modulated pulse light P is
pulsed light whose modulation frequency is changed in
units of half a period of the modulation period and half a
period of the modulation period is a pulse width. The
backscattered light LS, which is obtained by making such
a modulated pulse light P incident on the optical fiber to
be measured FUT, is pulsed light whose frequency is
different in half a period of the modulation period as a
unit and half a period of the modulation period is a pulse
width.
[0042] In addition, the control unit 20 controls the light
source unit 11 to change the modulation amplitude to-
gether with the modulation frequency of the continuous
light L1 output from the light source unit 11. Such a
change is performed so that spatial resolution Δz in a
longitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT is constant for each unit. Here, the spatial resolution
Δz is inversely proportional to a product of the modulation
amplitude and the modulation frequency of the modula-
tion signal m1. For this reason, the control unit 20 per-
forms control to change the modulation amplitude ac-
cording to the modulation frequency after the change
such that the product of the modulation amplitude and
the modulation frequency after the change is equal to the
product of the modulation amplitude and the modulation
frequency before the change, thereby making the spatial
resolution Δz constant.
[0043] Here, there is a plurality of combinations of mod-
ulation parameters (modulation frequency fm, modula-
tion amplitude Δfm) for keeping the spatial resolution Δz
constant. Therefore, a plurality of combinations of mod-
ulation parameters for keeping the spatial resolution Δz
constant are prepared in advance in the control unit 20,
and it is preferable that the control unit 20 selects one of
the combinations for each unit. It is desirable that the
modulation frequency of the plurality of combinations pre-
pared in advance in the control unit 20 is different from
each other. Further, when generating the modulated
pulse light P, the control unit 20 may exclude a once
selected modulation parameter from the option. By doing
as described above, it is possible to make the modulation
frequency and the combination of the modulation fre-
quency and the modulation amplitude different from each
other for each unit. The combination of the modulation
parameters may be prepared in a table form, for example.
[0044] The control unit 20 controls the optical gate unit
14 to bring the optical path between the first optical
branching unit 12 and the second optical branching unit
15 into the disconnected state or the connected state. In
a case of generating the modulated pulse light P to be
incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT, the
control unit 20 controls the optical gate unit 14 so that
the optical path between the first optical branching unit
12 and the second optical branching unit 15 is brought
into the disconnected state again after switching from the

disconnected state to the connected state, thereby shap-
ing the pump light LP into a pulse shape. Here, the control
unit 20 controls the optical gate unit 14 so that the pulse
width of the modulated pulse light P is one period or half
a period of the modulation period corresponding to the
modulation frequency. In the present embodiment, a
case where the control unit 20 controls the optical gate
unit 14 so that the pulse width of the modulated pulse
light P is half a period of the modulation period will be
described as an example.
[0045] In a case of generating the reference light LR
to be interfered with the backscattered light LS, the con-
trol unit 20 controls the optical gate unit 14 to bring the
optical path between the first optical branching unit 12
and the second optical branching unit 15 into the discon-
nected state. Further, in consideration of a return time of
the backscattered light LS, the control unit 20 controls
the light source unit 11 to generate the reference light
LR by changing the modulation frequency of the contin-
uous light L1 in units of one period or half a period of the
modulation period corresponding to the modulation fre-
quency. In the present embodiment, a case where the
control unit 20, when generating the reference light LR,
changes the modulation frequency in units of one period
of the modulation period will be described as an example.

<Measurement Principle of Optical fiber characteristics 
measuring apparatus>

[0046] FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining a measure-
ment principle of an optical fiber characteristics measur-
ing apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In FIG. 2, the horizontal axis represents time
and the vertical axis represents a distance from one end
of the optical fiber to be measured FUT. Here, it is as-
sumed that a correlation peak appears at positions where
the distances from one end (position where the distance
is 0) of the optical fiber to be measured are d1 and d2.
FIG. 2 shows modulated pulse light P1, P2 incident on
the optical fiber to be measured FUT, backscattered light
LS1, LS2 emitted from the one end of the optical fiber to
be measured FUT, and the reference light LR1.
[0047] The modulated pulse light P1 is the first pulse
light incident on the optical fiber to be measured at time
t1, and the modulated pulse light P2 is the second pulse
light incident on the optical fiber to be measured at time
t2. The backscattered light LS1 is the Brillouin scattered
light obtained by the modulated pulse light P1 arriving at
the position where the distance from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured is d2, and the backscattered
light LS2 is the Brillouin scattered light obtained by the
modulated pulse light P2 arriving at the position where
the distance from the one end of the optical fiber to be
measured is d1.
[0048] For convenience of illustration, light intensity of
the modulated pulse light P1, P2 and backscattered light
LS1, LS2 is taken as shown in a right direction of the
page. In FIG. 2, for convenience of understanding, the
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modulated pulse light P1, P2, the backscattered light
LS1, LS2, and the reference light LR1 are shown together
with a modulation signal m1 which is used for frequency
modulation. The modulated pulse light P1 is frequency-
modulated with modulation parameters (modulation fre-
quency f1, modulation amplitude Δf1), the modulated
pulse light P2 is frequency-modulated with modulation
parameters (modulation frequency f2, modulation ampli-
tude Δf2). The product of modulation frequency f2 and
modulation amplitude Δf2 is equal to the product of mod-
ulation frequency f1 and modulation amplitude Δf1. In
addition, the pulse width of the modulated pulse light P1
is set to half a period of the modulation period corre-
sponding to the modulation frequency f1, and the pulse
width of the modulated pulse light P2 is set to half a period
of the modulation period corresponding to the modulation
frequency f2.
[0049] As shown in FIG. 2, the backscattered light LS1
is obtained when the modulated pulse light P1 incident
on the optical fiber to be measured FUT at time t1 arrives
at the position where the distance from the one end of
the optical fiber to be measured FUT is d2. In addition,
the backscattered light LS2 is obtained when the modu-
lated pulse light P2 incident on the optical fiber to be
measured FUT at time t2 arrives at the position where
the distance from the one end of the optical fiber to be
measured FUT is d1. In the example shown in FIG. 2,
the backscattered light LS1, LS2 is emitted from the one
end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT at exactly
the same timing (time t3) and then received.
[0050] In the related-art temporal gating scheme, as
described with reference to FIG. 9, when backscattered
light (Brillouin scattered light) obtained at different posi-
tions is received at the same timing, it is not possible to
be measured individually. On the contrary, in the present
embodiment, modulated pulse light P1, P2 frequency-
modulated with different modulation parameters is inci-
dent on the optical fiber to be measured FUT. Therefore,
the backscattered light LS1 obtained by the modulated
pulse light P1 and the backscattered light LS2 obtained
by the modulated pulse light P2 can be distinguished
even if they are overlapped with each other as shown in
FIG. 2.
[0051] In the example shown in FIG. 2, at the timing
(time t3) at which the backscattered light LS1, LS2 is
received in a state of overlapping with each other, the
reference light LR1 frequency-modulated with the mod-
ulation parameters (modulation frequency f1, modulation
amplitude Δf1) is input to the optical coupler unit 16 (see
FIG. 1). Therefore, at this timing, the one having strong
interference with the reference light LR1 is only the back-
scattered light LS1 which is obtained by the modulated
pulse light P1 modulated with the modulation parameters
(modulation frequency f1, modulation amplitude Δf1). In-
cidentally, at this timing, even if the backscattered light
LS2, which is obtained by the modulated pulse light P2
modulated with the modulation parameters (modulation
frequency f2, modulation amplitude Δf2), interferes with

the reference light LR1, a beat component is generated
due to the frequency difference between the modulation
frequency f1 and the modulation frequency f2, and there-
fore the signal intensity is lowered on average.
[0052] According to the principle described above,
even if the next modulated pulse light P2 is incident on
the optical fiber to be measured FUT without waiting for
the return of the backscattered light LS1 which is obtained
by the modulated pulse light P1, one correlation peak
can be selected from a plurality of correlation peaks ap-
pearing on the optical fiber to be measured FUT. There-
fore, in the present embodiment, the characteristics of
the optical fiber to be measured FUT can be measured
by making the next modulated pulse light P2 incident on
the optical fiber to be measured FUT without waiting for
the return of the backscattered light LS1 which is obtained
by making the modulated pulse light P1 incident on the
optical fiber to be measured FUT. Incidentally, when it is
desired to select the backscattered light LS2, interfer-
ence is made with the reference light LR1 frequency-
modulated by the modulation parameters (modulation
frequency f2, modulation amplitude Δf2).

<Operation of Optical Fiber Characteristics Measuring 
Apparatus>

[0053] FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an operation ex-
ample of an optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. Incidentally, the flowchart shown in FIG. 3 is
started, for example, when an instruction of starting
measurement is issued to the optical fiber characteristics
measuring apparatus 1, and may be repeated at a con-
stant cycle depending on measurement conditions of the
optical fiber to be measured FUT.
[0054] FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining an operation
example of an optical fiber characteristics measuring ap-
paratus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. FIG. 4 is a diagram similar to FIG. 2. However,
the vertical axis in FIG. 4 is different from that in FIG. 2,
and it is assumed that correlation peaks appear at posi-
tions where the distances are d11, d12, and d13. In FIG.
4, it is assumed that one end of the optical fiber to be
measured is disposed at a position where the distance
is d11. FIG. 4 shows modulated pulse light P11, P12,
and P13 incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT,
backscattered light LS11, LS12, and LS13 emitted from
the other end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT,
and the reference light LR2. The notations of the modu-
lated pulse light P11, P12, and P13, the backscattered
light LS11, LS12, and LS13, and the modulation signal
m1 are the same as those in FIG. 2.
[0055] When the processing of the flowchart in FIG. 3
is started, first, a modulation parameter is selected in the
control unit 20 of the optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus 1 (step S11). For example, in a case
where a plurality of combinations of modulation param-
eters for keeping the spatial resolution Δz constant are
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prepared in advance in the control unit 20, one combi-
nation is selected therefrom. Here, it is assumed that a
modulation parameter combination in which modulation
frequency is f1 and modulation amplitude is Δf1 is select-
ed.
[0056] Next, the control unit 20 changes the modula-
tion frequency and the modulation amplitude of the con-
tinuous light L1 emitted from the light source unit 11
based on the selected modulation parameter (step S12).
Specifically, the modulation unit 11b provided in the light
source unit 11 is controlled by the control unit 20 to set
the frequency of the modulation signal m1 output from
the modulation unit 11b to modulation frequency f1, and
set the amplitude of the modulation signal m1 to modu-
lation amplitude Δf1. When such a modulation signal m1
is input to the light source 11a, the light source 11a emits
the continuous light L1 that is frequency-modulated with
the modulation frequency f1 and the modulation ampli-
tude Δf1.
[0057] The continuous light L1 emitted from the light
source 11a is incident on the first optical branching unit
12 and is branched into pump light LP and reference light
LR. The branched pump light LP is incident on the optical
gate unit 14 after passing through the optical delaying
unit 13. Then, the optical gate unit 14 is controlled by the
control unit 20 to generate the modulated pulse light P
by shaping the pump light LP into a pulse shape (step S
13). The pulse width of the generated modulated pulse
light P is half a period of the modulation period corre-
sponding to the modulation frequency f1.
[0058] The modulated pulse light P generated by the
optical gate unit 14 is incident on the optical fiber to be
measured FUT as the modulated pulse light P11 after
passing through the second optical branching unit 15 and
the optical connector CN in order. Then, the modulated
pulse light P11 propagates in the optical fiber to be meas-
ured FUT (see FIG. 4). Incidentally, although the refer-
ence light LR branched by the first optical branching unit
12 is incident on the optical coupler unit 16, it does not
contribute to the measurement of the backscattered light
LS.
[0059] Next, the control unit 20 judges whether gener-
ation and transmission of the modulated pulse light P
used for measurement of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT is completed (step S14). In a case where it is judged
that the generation and transmission of the modulated
pulse light P is not completed (the case where a judgment
result is "NO"), the control unit 20 selects a modulation
parameter again (step S11). Here, it is assumed that a
modulation parameter combination in which modulation
frequency is f2 and modulation amplitude is Δf2 is select-
ed.
[0060] When the modulation parameter is selected, as
described above, the modulation frequency and modu-
lation amplitude of the continuous light L1 emitted from
the light source unit 11 are changed (step S12), and the
pump light LP branched by the first optical branching unit
12 is shaped into a pulse shape to generate the modu-

lated pulse light P (step S13). Accordingly, the modulated
pulse light P, which is modulated with the modulation
frequency f2 and has a pulse width that is half a period
of the modulation period corresponding to the modulation
frequency f2, is generated. The modulated pulse light P
is incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT as
the modulated pulse light P12 after passing through the
second optical branching unit 15 and the optical connec-
tor CN in order. Then, the modulated pulse light P12 prop-
agates in the optical fiber to be measured FUT (see FIG.
4).
[0061] Next, the control unit 20 judges whether gener-
ation and transmission of the modulated pulse light P
used for measurement of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT is completed (step S14). Again, in a case where it
is judged that the generation and transmission of the
modulated pulse light P is not completed (the case where
a judgment result is "NO"), the control unit 20 selects a
modulation parameter again (step S11). Here, it is as-
sumed that a modulation parameter combination in which
modulation frequency is f3 and modulation amplitude is
Δf3 is selected.
[0062] When the modulation parameter is selected, as
described above, the modulation frequency and modu-
lation amplitude of the continuous light L1 emitted from
the light source unit 11 are changed (step S12), and the
pump light LP branched by the first optical branching unit
12 is shaped into a pulse shape to generate the modu-
lated pulse light P (step S13). Accordingly, the modulated
pulse light P, which is modulated with the modulation
frequency f3 and has a pulse width that is half a period
of the modulation period corresponding to the modulation
frequency f3, is generated. The modulated pulse light P
is incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT as
the modulated pulse light P13 after passing through the
second optical branching unit 15 and the optical connec-
tor CN in order. Then, the modulated pulse light P13 prop-
agates in the optical fiber to be measured FUT (see FIG.
4).
[0063] Next, the control unit 20 judges whether gener-
ation and transmission of the modulated pulse light P
used for measurement of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT is completed (step S14). Here, it is assumed that
generation and transmission of the modulated pulse light
P is completed. Then, the judgment result of step S14 is
"YES", and the optical gate unit 14 is controlled by the
control unit 20 to bring the optical path between the first
optical branching unit 12 and the second optical branch-
ing unit 15 into a disconnected state (step S15).
[0064] Thereafter, return time (for example, the time
for the backscattered light LS11, LS12, and LS13 to arrive
at the optical coupler unit 16) of the backscattered light
LS11, LS12, and LS13 are calculated by the control unit
20 (step S16). Here, positions (positions where the dis-
tances are d11, d12, and d13 in FIG. 4) of correlation
peaks appearing in the optical fiber to be measured FUT
are known. Further, time (or time of incidence on the op-
tical fiber to be measured FUT) of transmitting the mod-
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ulated pulse light P11, P12, and P13 are also known.
Therefore, the control unit 20 can calculate the return
times (times t14, t15, and t16) of the backscattered light
LS11, LS12, and LS13.
[0065] Next, based on the calculated return time, a fre-
quency modulation timing of the continuous light L1 is
adjusted by the control unit 20 (step S17). In order to
detect the backscattered light LS11 obtained by the mod-
ulated pulse light P11, the reference light LR2 frequency-
modulated with the modulation parameter (modulation
frequency f1, modulation amplitude Δf1) needs to be in-
put to the optical coupler unit 16 at the timing when the
backscattered light LS 11 is incident on the optical cou-
pler unit 16. In addition, in order to detect the backscat-
tered light LS12 obtained by the modulated pulse light
P12, the reference light LR2 frequency-modulated with
the modulation parameter (modulation frequency f2,
modulation amplitude Δf2) needs to be input to the optical
coupler unit 16 at the timing when the backscattered light
LS12 is incident on the optical coupler unit 16.
[0066] Similarly, in order to detect the backscattered
light LS13 obtained by the modulated pulse light P13,
the reference light LR2 frequency-modulated with the
modulation parameter (modulation frequency f3, modu-
lation amplitude Δf3) needs to be input to the optical cou-
pler unit 16 at the timing when the backscattered light
LS13 is incident on the optical coupler unit 16. For this
reason, the frequency modulation timing of the continu-
ous light L1 is adjusted such that the reference light LR2
modulated with each of the modulation parameters is in-
cident on the optical coupler unit 16 at the same timing
when the backscattered light LS11, LS12, and LS13 is
incident on the optical coupler unit 16.
[0067] When the above timing adjustment is complet-
ed, the continuous light L1 is frequency-modulated at the
adjusted timing to generate the reference light LR2 under
the control of the control unit 20 (step S18). Specifically,
the modulation unit 11b provided in the light source unit
11 is controlled by the control unit 20 to set the frequency
of the modulation signal m1 output from the modulation
unit 11b to modulation frequency f1, f2, and f3 sequen-
tially, and set the amplitude of the modulation signal m1
to modulation amplitude Δf1, Δf2, and Δf3 sequentially at
the timings adjusted at step S17. When such a setting is
made, the continuous light L1 frequency-modulated with
the modulation frequency f1, f2, and f3 sequentially is
emitted from the light source 11a.
[0068] The continuous light L1 emitted from the light
source 11a is incident on the first optical branching unit
12 and is branched into pump light LP and reference light
LR. The branched reference light LR is input to the optical
coupler unit 16 and mixed with the backscattered light
LS output from the second optical branching unit 15, and
interference light thereof is detected by the detection unit
17 (step S19). Here, as shown in FIG. 4, the reference
light LR2 frequency-modulated with the modulation pa-
rameter (modulation frequency f1, modulation amplitude
Δf1) is incident on the optical coupler unit 16 at the timing

(time point t14) when the backscattered light LS11 is in-
cident on the optical coupler unit 16. For this reason,
strong interference occurs between the backscattered
light LS11 and the reference light LR2.
[0069] Further, the reference light LR2 frequency-
modulated with the modulation parameter (modulation
frequency f2, modulation amplitude Δf2) is incident on
the optical coupler unit 16 at the timing (time point t15)
when the backscattered light LS12 is incident on the op-
tical coupler unit 16. For this reason, strong interference
occurs between the backscattered light LS 12 and the
reference light LR2. Further, the reference light LR2 fre-
quency-modulated with the modulation parameter (mod-
ulation frequency f3, modulation amplitude Δf3) is inci-
dent on the optical coupler unit 16 at the timing (time
point t16) when the backscattered light LS13 is incident
on the optical coupler unit 16. For this reason, strong
interference occurs between the backscattered light
LS13 and the reference light LR2.
[0070] When the interference light of the backscattered
light LS and the reference light LR is detected by the
detection unit 17, the characteristic of the optical fiber to
be measured FUT is measured using a detection signal
(a beat signal indicating a frequency difference between
the backscattered light LS and the reference light LR)
output from the detection unit 17 (step S20). Specifically,
the detection signal output from the detection unit 17 is
acquired by the acquisition unit 18, and frequency char-
acteristics thereof are measured. The calculation unit 19
calculates a Brillouin frequency shift from the spectrum
data measured by the acquisition unit 18. Incidentally,
the Brillouin frequency shift obtained by the calculation
is displayed on a display unit (not shown) provided in the
calculation unit 19, for example. When the above
processing is completed, a signal indicating that the
processing is completed is output from the calculation
unit 19 to the control unit 20. As described above, a series
of processing shown in FIG. 3 is completed.

<Numerical example>

[0071] Next, a more specific explanation will be de-
scribed by giving a numerical example. FIG. 5 is a dia-
gram showing an optical path length of an optical fiber
characteristics measuring apparatus according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 5, only the light
source unit 11, the first optical branching unit 12, the op-
tical gate unit 14, the second optical branching unit 15,
the detection unit 17 and the optical fiber to be measured
FUT are shown, and other components shown in FIG. 1
are omitted.
[0072] As shown in FIG. 5, an optical path length be-
tween the light source unit 11 and the first optical branch-
ing unit 12 is PL0, an optical path length between the first
optical branching unit 12 and the second optical branch-
ing unit 15 is PL1, an optical path length between the
second optical branching unit 15 and the detection unit
17 is PL2, and an optical path length between the first

17 18 



EP 3 505 899 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

optical branching unit 12 and the detection unit 17 is PL3.
Further, a one-way optical path length from the second
optical branching unit 15 to a measuring point is LF. Here,
in order to simplify the explanation, it is assumed that
one end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT is dis-
posed at a position where the optical path length LF is
0. That is, the optical path length LF is assumed to be a
one-way optical path length from the one end of the op-
tical fiber to be measured FUT to the measuring point.
[0073] When D is an optical path length difference be-
tween an optical path of the pump light LP (including an
optical path of the backscattered light LS obtained by the
pump light LP) and an optical path of the reference light
LR in a case where the optical path length LF is 0, it is
expressed by the formula: D = (PL1 + PL2) - PL3. In a
case where the optical path length of the reference light
LR is longer than the optical path length of the pump light
LP, the sign of the optical path length difference D is
inverted such that D = - D. The optical path length differ-
ence between the optical path of the reference light LR
and the optical path of the pump light LP including the
case where the optical path length LF is other than 0 and
the optical path length difference D + 2 3 LF is larger
than 0 (D + 2 3 LF > 0) is expressed by the formula: D
+ 2 3 LF. Further, in a case where the optical path length
LF is other than 0 and the optical path length difference
D + 2 3 LF is smaller than 0 (D + 2 3 LF < 0), the optical
path length difference between the optical path of the
reference light LR and the optical path of the pump light
LP is expressed by the formula: - D - 2 3 LF.
[0074] Here, the optical path length difference D is 500
[m], and light velocity V in the optical fiber is 23108 [m/s].
FIG. 6 shows the time tLF required for the backscattered
light LS at the measuring point of the optical fiber to be
measured FUT to arrive at the detection unit 17 after the
reference light LR arrives at the detection unit 17. It can
be said that the time tLF described above is a difference
(the difference in time required for the reference light and
the backscattered light to arrive at the detection unit) be-
tween the time required for the reference light LR
branched by the first optical branching unit 12 to arrive
at the detection unit 17 and the time required for the back-
scattered light LS to arrive at the detection unit 17, the
backscattered light LS being obtained by the modulated
pulse light P based on the pump light LP which is
branched by the first optical branching unit 12 at the same
time as the reference light LR. FIG. 6 is a diagram show-
ing a relationship between a distance to the measuring
point of the optical fiber to be measured and the differ-
ence in time required for the reference light and the back-
scattered light to arrive at the detection unit in an embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0075] For example, in a case where the distance from
the one end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT to
the measuring point is 0 [m] (in a case where the optical
path length LF is 0 [m]), the time tLF required for the
backscattered light LS generated at the measuring point
(near the one end of the optical fiber to be measured

FUT) to arrive at the detection unit 17 after the reference
light LR arrives at the detection unit 17 is 2.5 [ms]. Further,
in a case where the optical path length LF is 500 [m], the
time tLF is 7.5 [ms], and in a case where the optical path
length LF is 1000 [m], the time tLF is 12.5 [ms].
[0076] In the case where the optical path length LF is
0 [m], the backscattered light LS at the measuring point
of the optical fiber to be measured FUT arrives at the
detection unit 17 earliest after the reference light LR ar-
rives at the detection unit 17, and the time is 2.5 [ms].
Assuming that the modulation frequency fm of the mod-
ulation signal m1 output from the modulation unit 11b of
the light source unit 11 is about 10 [MHz] (modulation
period about 100 [ns]), during the 2.5 [ms], since the mod-
ulation frequency can be changed approximately 50
times in units of half a period of the modulation period,
the modulated pulse light P can be transmitted approxi-
mately 50 times.
[0077] Here, it is assumed that the positions where the
distances are d11, d12, and d13 in FIG. 4 are the meas-
uring points where the optical path length LF is 0 [m], 500
[m] and 1000 [m], respectively. Then, the backscattered
light LS11 which is obtained by the modulated pulse light
P11 arrives at the detection unit 17 after 2.5 [ms] since
the reference light LR2 frequency-modulated with the
modulation parameter (modulation frequency f1, modu-
lation amplitude Δf1) arrives at the detection unit 17. Fur-
ther, the backscattered light LS12 which is obtained by
the modulated pulse light P12 arrives at the detection
unit 17 after 7.5 [ms] since the reference light LR2 fre-
quency-modulated with the modulation parameter (mod-
ulation frequency f2, modulation amplitude Δf2) arrives
at the detection unit 17. Further, the backscattered light
LS13 which is obtained by the modulated pulse light P13
arrives at the detection unit 17 after 12.5 [ms] since the
reference light LR2 frequency-modulated with the mod-
ulation parameter (modulation frequency f3, modulation
amplitude Δf3) arrives at the detection unit 17. Inciden-
tally, before the backscattered light (backscattered light
LS11) arrives at the detection unit 17, the transmission
of the modulated pulse light P11, P12, and P13 is com-
pleted.
[0078] The modulation frequency f1, f2, and f3 are
10.27 [MHz], 10.20 [MHz] and 10.10 [MHz], respectively.
At each modulation frequency, an interval of correlation
peaks along the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber
to be measured FUT is approximately 10 [m]. Therefore,
a plurality of correlation peaks appears in the optical fiber
to be measured FUT. In a case where the optical path
length difference D is 500 [m], the correlation peaks ap-
pearing at measuring points where the optical path length
LF is 0 [m], 500 [m] and 1000 [m] are correlation peaks
of 50 th, 149 th and 246 th orders, respectively. In the
processing of step S16 in FIG. 3, the return time of the
backscattered light LS11, LS12, and LS13 is obtained
based on the optical path length difference D, the optical
path length LF, and the timing at which the frequency
modulation is performed.

19 20 



EP 3 505 899 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0079] In the embodiment described above, in a case
where a plurality of modulated pulse light P is transmitted,
basically, it is desirable to transmit a modulated pulse
light P modulated with a relatively high modulation fre-
quency first, and transmit a modulated pulse light P mod-
ulated with a relatively low modulation frequency later.
By doing as described above, the backscattered light by
the modulated pulse light P modulated with the relatively
high modulation frequency can be obtained at one side
of the optical fiber to be measured FUT, and the back-
scattered light by the modulated pulse light P modulated
with the relatively low modulation frequency can be ob-
tained at the other side of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT. Therefore, the backscattered light by the modulated
pulse light P modulated with the relatively high modula-
tion frequency and the backscattered light by the modu-
lated pulse light P modulated with the relatively low mod-
ulation frequency can be separated on the time axis, and
thus the processing (processing of steps S16 to S18 in
FIG. 3) of generating the reference light LR becomes
easy.
[0080] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, the modulation frequency of the continuous light
L1 output from the light source unit 11 is changed in units
of half a period of the modulation period corresponding
to the modulation frequency. Then, the optical path be-
tween the first optical branching unit 12 and the second
optical branching unit 15 is brought into the disconnected
state by the optical gate unit 14, and the reference light
LR that interferes with the backscattered light LS is ob-
tained by changing the modulation frequency of the con-
tinuous light L1 output from the light source unit 11 in
units of one period of the modulation period correspond-
ing to the modulation frequency in consideration of the
return time of the backscattered light LS. Therefore, the
characteristics of the optical fiber to be measured FUT
can be measured by making the next modulated pulse
light P incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT
without waiting for the return of the backscattered light
LS which is obtained by making the modulated pulse light
P incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT. Thus,
in the present embodiment, the time required for meas-
urement of the optical fiber to be measured FUT can be
reduced. Incidentally, the longer the length of the optical
fiber to be measured FUT, the greater the effect of re-
ducing the time required for measurement of the optical
fiber to be measured FUT.
[0081] For example, as described with reference to
FIGS. 5 and 6, in a case where the optical path length
difference D is 500 [m], during the 2.5 [ms] until the back-
scattered light LS at the measuring point of the optical
fiber to be measured FUT arrives at the detection unit 17
earliest after the reference light LR arrives at the detec-
tion unit 17, it is possible to change the modulation fre-
quency approximately 50 times, so that the modulated
pulse light P can be transmitted approximately 50 times.
Here, in the related-art temporal gating scheme, the next
modulated pulse light must be incident on the optical fiber

to be measured FUT after the backscattered light on the
other end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT returns
back to the one end of the optical fiber to be measured
FUT. On the contrary, in the present embodiment, a plu-
rality of modulated pulse light (in the example described
above, approximately 50 beams of modulated pulse light)
can be incident on the optical fiber to be measured FUT
before the backscattered light on the other end of the
optical fiber to be measured FUT returns back to the one
end of the optical fiber to be measured FUT, so that the
time required for measurement of the optical fiber to be
measured FUT can be greatly reduced as compared with
that in the related-art temporal gating scheme.
[0082] The number of the modulated pulse light P
which can be continuously incident on the optical fiber to
be measured FUT at a time increases as the optical path
length difference D increases. For example, in a case
where the optical path length difference D is 500 [m], the
modulated pulse light P can be continuously transmitted
approximately 50 times as described above, and in a
case where the optical path length difference D is 1000
[m], the modulated pulse light P can be continuously
transmitted approximately 100 times. Therefore, it is ef-
fective to provide the optical delaying unit 13 so as to
increase the number of modulated pulse light P to be
continuously incident on the optical fiber to be measured
FUT.

<First Modification>

[0083] In the embodiment described above, an exam-
ple is described in which the modulation parameter (mod-
ulation frequency fm, modulation amplitude Δfm) is
changed so that the spatial resolution Δz in the longitu-
dinal direction of the optical fiber to be measured FUT is
constant for each unit for the frequency modulation. For
example, as described with reference to FIG. 2, an ex-
ample is described in which the product of modulation
frequency f2 and modulation amplitude Δf2 is equal to
the product of modulation frequency f1 and modulation
amplitude Δf1. However, the modulation parameter
(modulation frequency fm, modulation amplitude Δfm)
may also be changed so that the spatial resolution Δz in
the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be meas-
ured FUT differs from one unit to another unit for frequen-
cy modulation. For example, the change may be per-
formed so that the product of modulation frequency f2
and modulation amplitude Δf2 is different from the prod-
uct of modulation frequency f1 and modulation amplitude
Δf1 in FIG. 2. In order to make the products different from
each other, for example, the modulation frequency may
be changed while keeping the modulation amplitude con-
stant.

<Second Modification>

[0084] In the embodiment described above, as de-
scribed in FIG. 4, measuring points arranged in the lon-

21 22 



EP 3 505 899 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

gitudinal direction of the optical fiber to be measured FUT
are sequentially measured from one end to the other end.
Such a measuring method is a so-called sequential
measuring method. On the contrast, in this modification,
the measurement points arranged in the longitudinal di-
rection of the optical fiber to be measured FUT are ran-
domly changed. Such a measuring method is a so-called
random access measuring method.
[0085] FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining another op-
eration example of an optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 7 is a diagram similar to FIG. 4.
In FIG. 7, it is assumed that correlation peaks appear at
positions where the distances are d21, d22, and d23. A
relation of the distances is d21 <d22 <d23. FIG. 7 shows
modulated pulse light P21, P22, and P23 incident on the
optical fiber to be measured FUT, backscattered light
LS21, LS22, and LS23 emitted from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured FUT, and the reference light
LR3. The notations of the modulated pulse light P21, P22,
and P23, the backscattered light LS21, LS22, and LS23,
and the modulation signal m1 are the same as those in
FIG. 4.
[0086] As shown in FIG. 7, modulated pulse light P21
frequency-modulated with the modulation parameter
(modulation frequency f1, modulation amplitude Δf1),
modulated pulse light P22 frequency-modulated with the
modulation parameter (modulation frequency f2, modu-
lation amplitude Δf2) and modulated pulse light P23 fre-
quency-modulated with the modulation parameter (mod-
ulation frequency f3, modulation amplitude Δf3) are se-
quentially transmitted at times t21, t22, and t23. In the
example shown in FIG. 7, backscattered light LS21,
LS22, and LS23 is separately obtained when the modu-
lated pulse light P21, P22, and P23 arrives at positions
where the distances are d21, d22, and d23.
[0087] Here, as shown in FIG. 7, when transmitting the
modulated pulse light P21, P22, and P23, time positions
of the modulated pulse light P21 and P22 are close to
each other, but the time position of the modulated pulse
light P23 is far away from the time positions of the mod-
ulated pulse light P21 and P22. On the other hand, when
the backscattered light LS21, LS22, and LS23 obtained
by the modulated pulse light P21, P22, and P23, time
positions of the backscattered light LS22 and backscat-
tered light LS23 are close to each other, but the time
position of the backscattered light LS21 is far away from
the time positions of the backscattered light LS22 and
LS23.
[0088] However, an arrangement order of the modu-
lated pulse light P21, P22, and P23 on the time axis and
an arrangement order of the backscattered light LS21,
LS22, and LS23 on the time axis are not changed. In
addition, the arrangement of the modulation parameter
used for the frequency modulation of the modulated pulse
light P21, P22, and P23 on the time axis is the same as
the arrangement of the modulation parameter used for
the frequency modulation of the reference light LR3 on

the time axis. Accordingly, transmission timing of the
modulated pulse light P21 and P22 is adjusted such that
the backscattered light LS21, LS22, and LS23 does not
overlap with each other, and the timing of frequency mod-
ulating the continuous light L1 is appropriately adjusted
when the reference light LR3 is generated, so that the
random access measuring method can be performed at
high speed.
[0089] In the example shown in FIG. 7, the arrange-
ment (a change order of the modulation frequency) of
the modulation parameter used for the frequency mod-
ulation of the modulated pulse light P21, P22, and P23
on the time axis and the arrangement (a change order
of the modulation frequency) of the modulation parame-
ter used for the frequency modulation of the reference
light LR3 on the time axis are made the same. However,
the arrangement of the modulation parameter on the time
axis is not necessarily the same, and the arrangement
of the modulation parameter used for the frequency mod-
ulation of the reference light LR3 on the time axis may
be switched according to the timing at which the back-
scattered light LS21, LS22, and LS23 returns.

<Third Modification>

[0090] In the embodiment described above, an exam-
ple is described in which a plurality of measuring points
arranged in the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber
to be measured FUT is measured while the spatial res-
olution Δz is constant. On the contrast, in this modifica-
tion, one specific measuring point of the optical fiber to
be measured FUT is measured while changing the spatial
resolution Δz.
[0091] FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining another op-
eration example of an optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 8 is a diagram similar to FIG. 7.
In FIG. 8, it is assumed that a correlation peak appears
at a position where the distance is d30. FIG. 8 shows
modulated pulse light P31, P32, and P33 incident on the
optical fiber to be measured FUT, backscattered light
LS31, LS32, and LS33 emitted from the one end of the
optical fiber to be measured FUT, and the reference light
LR4. The notations of the modulated pulse light P31, P32,
and P33, the backscattered light LS31, LS32, and LS33,
and the modulation signal m1 are the same as those in
FIG. 7.
[0092] As shown in FIG. 8, modulated pulse light P31
frequency-modulated with the modulation parameter
(modulation frequency f1, modulation amplitude Δf1),
modulated pulse light P32 frequency-modulated with the
modulation parameter (modulation frequency f2, modu-
lation amplitude Δf2) and modulated pulse light P33 fre-
quency-modulated with the modulation parameter (mod-
ulation frequency f3, modulation amplitude Δf3) are se-
quentially transmitted at times t31, t32, and t33. The prod-
uct of modulation frequency f1 and modulation amplitude
Δf1, the product of modulation frequency f2 and modu-
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lation amplitude Δf2, and the product of modulation fre-
quency f3 and modulation amplitude Δf3 are different
from each other. In the example shown in FIG. 8, back-
scattered light LS31, LS32, and LS33 is separately ob-
tained when the modulated pulse light P31, P32, and P33
arrives at the position where the distance is d30.
[0093] Here, if the control unit 20 controls the light
source unit 11 to make the change order and change
timing of the modulation frequency in a case of obtaining
the reference light LR4 the same as the change order
and change timing of the modulation frequency in a case
of obtaining the modulated pulse light P31, P32, and P33,
the reference light LR4 which strongly interferes with
each of the backscattered light LS31, LS32, LS33 is gen-
erated. By interfering such reference light LR4 with the
backscattered light LS31, LS32, LS33, it is possible to
measure a specific measuring point of the optical fiber
to be measured FUT while changing the spatial resolution
Δz.
[0094] As described above, in this modification, the
same measuring point can be measured with different
spatial resolution Δz, and a spatial resolution variable
measurement can be realized in which strain and tem-
perature in the vicinity of the measuring point are meas-
ured while scaling. Since such measurement can be re-
alized, it can be used for an application in which an object
is measured in a coarse spatial resolution at first, and
the spatial resolution is quickly changed when a sign of
any abnormality is found, so that a place with occurrence
of abnormality is promptly specified, for example.
[0095] In this modification, a variable delay unit which
can change a delay amount is provided between the first
optical branching unit 12 and the optical coupler unit 16,
and a delay amount of the reference light LR can be ad-
justed in consideration of the return time of the backscat-
tered light LS31, LS32, and LS33. In such a configuration,
the processing (processing of steps S17 and S18 in FIG.
3) of generating the reference light LR4 by the control of
the control unit 20 can be omitted.
[0096] Although the optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring apparatus and optical fiber characteristics meas-
uring method according to one embodiment of the
present invention has been described above, the present
invention is not limited to the above embodiment, and
can be freely changed within the scope of the present
invention. For example, in the above embodiment, an
example is described in which the modulated pulse light
P is generated by shaping the pump light LP branched
by the first optical branching unit 12 into a pulse shape.
However, the pump light LP is not necessarily shaped
into a pulse shape. For example, the pump light LP whose
modulation frequency is changed in units of one period
or half a period of the modulation period corresponding
to the modulation frequency may be directly incident on
the optical fiber to be measured FUT.
[0097] Further, in the above embodiment, an example
is described in which the modulated pulse light P whose
modulation frequency is changed in units of half a period

of the modulation period and half a period of the modu-
lation period is the pulse width is generated; and the ref-
erence light LR whose modulation frequency is changed
in units of one period of the modulation period is gener-
ated. However, the modulated pulse light P may be one
whose modulation frequency is changed in units of one
period of the modulation period and one period of the
modulation period is the pulse width; and the reference
light LR may be one whose modulation frequency is
changed in units of half a period of the modulation period.
[0098] For example, the modulated pulse light P whose
modulation frequency is changed in units of half a period
of the modulation period and half a period of the modu-
lation period is the pulse width may be generated; and
the reference light LR whose modulation frequency is
changed in units of half a period of the modulation period
may be generated. Further, the modulated pulse light P
whose modulation frequency is changed in units of one
period of the modulation period and one period of the
modulation period is the pulse width may be generated;
and the reference light LR whose modulation frequency
is changed in units of one period of the modulation period
may be generated. Alternatively, the modulated pulse
light P whose modulation frequency is changed in units
of one period of the modulation period and one period of
the modulation period is the pulse width may be gener-
ated; and the reference light LR whose modulation fre-
quency is changed in units of half a period of the modu-
lation period may be generated.
[0099] The optical delaying unit 13 may be provided
between the second optical branching unit 15 and the
optical coupler unit 16, or between the first optical branch-
ing unit 12 and the optical coupler unit 16, other than
between the first optical branching unit 12 and the second
optical branching unit 15. A first optical amplifying unit
which amplifies the pump light LP may be provided be-
tween the first optical branching unit 12 and the second
optical branching unit 15. A second optical amplifying
unit which amplifies the backscattered light LS may be
provided between the second optical branching unit 15
and the optical coupler unit 16. A third optical amplifying
unit which amplifies the reference light LR may be pro-
vided between the first optical branching unit 12 and the
optical coupler unit 16.

Claims

1. An optical fiber characteristics measuring apparatus
comprising:

a light source unit that outputs frequency-mod-
ulated continuous wave of light;
a first optical branching unit that branches the
continuous light into pump light and reference
light;
a second optical branching unit that outputs
backscattered light which is generated by mak-
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ing the pump light incident from one end of an
optical fiber to be measured and which is sub-
jected to Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber
to be measured;
a detection unit that detects interference light of
the backscattered light and the reference light;
a measuring unit that measures characteristics
of the optical fiber to be measured by using a
detection signal output from the detection unit;
and
a control unit that controls the light source unit
to change modulation frequency of the continu-
ous light in units of one period or half a period
of a modulation period corresponding to the
modulation frequency.

2. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit controls the light source unit
to change modulation amplitude of the continuous
light together with the modulation frequency.

3. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 2,
wherein the control unit changes the modulation fre-
quency and the modulation amplitude such that spa-
tial resolution in a longitudinal direction of the optical
fiber to be measured is constant for each unit.

4. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 2,
wherein the control unit changes the modulation fre-
quency and the modulation amplitude such that spa-
tial resolution in a longitudinal direction of the optical
fiber to be measured is different from each other for
each unit.

5. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to any one of claims 2 to 4,
wherein the control unit changes the modulation fre-
quency and the modulation amplitude such that the
modulation frequency and a combination of the mod-
ulation frequency and the modulation amplitude are
different from each other for each unit.

6. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to any one of claims 1 to 5, further
comprising:

an optical gate unit that brings an optical path
between the first optical branching unit and the
second optical branching unit into a disconnect-
ed state or a connected state under the control
of the control unit.

7. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 6,
wherein the control unit controls the optical gate unit

to shape the pump light into pulsed light which has
a pulse width of one period or half a period of the
modulation period.

8. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 7,
wherein in a case where the optical path between
the first optical branching unit and the second optical
branching unit is in the disconnected state, the con-
trol unit controls, in consideration of a return time of
the backscattered light, the light source unit to gen-
erate the reference light which interferes with the
backscattered light by changing the modulation fre-
quency of the continuous light in units of one period
or half a period of the modulation period correspond-
ing to the modulation frequency.

9. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 8,
wherein, in a case where the second optical branch-
ing unit makes first and second pump light incident
on the optical fiber to be measured, the detection
unit detects the interference light of (i) the backscat-
tered light obtained by the pulsed light modulated by
the control unit, corresponding to the first pump light
and (ii) the reference light generated by the light
source in consideration of the return time of the back-
scattered light, corresponding to the first pump light,
and
the measuring unit measures the characteristics of
the optical fiber to be measured by making the sec-
ond pump light incident on the optical fiber to be
measured without waiting for the return of the back-
scattered light corresponding to the first pump light.

10. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 8,
wherein the control unit controls a change order of
the modulation frequency in a case of shaping the
pump light into the pulsed light to be different from
a change order of the modulation frequency in a case
of obtaining the reference light.

11. The optical fiber characteristics measuring appara-
tus according to claim 8,
wherein the control unit controls a change order and
change timing of the modulation frequency in a case
of shaping the pump light into the pulsed light to be
respectively the same as a change order and a
change timing of the modulation frequency in a case
of obtaining the reference light.

12. An optical fiber characteristics measuring method,
comprising:

changing modulation frequency of frequency-
modulated continuous wave of light output from
a light source unit in units of one period or half
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a period of a modulation period corresponding
to the modulation frequency;
detecting interference light of backscattered
light and reference light, the backscattered light
being generated by making modulation frequen-
cy-changed light incident on one end of an op-
tical fiber to be measured and subjected to
Brillouin scattering in the optical fiber to be
measured, and frequency of the reference light
being modulated in units of one period or half a
period of the modulation period; and
measuring characteristics of the optical fiber to
be measured by using a detection result of the
interference light.

13. The optical fiber characteristics measuring method
according to claim 12, further comprising:

obtaining the reference light by changing mod-
ulation frequency of the continuous light in units
of one period or half a period of the modulation
period corresponding to the modulation frequen-
cy in consideration of a return time of the back-
scattered light.

14. The optical fiber characteristics measuring method
according to claim 12 or 13, further comprising:

shaping the modulation frequency-changed
continuous light into pulsed light having a pulse
width of one period or half a period of the mod-
ulation period and being incident from the one
end of the optical fiber to be measured.
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