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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, RECORDING MEDIUM FOR RECORDING 
BIOMETRIC AUTHENTICATION PROGRAM, AND BIOMETRIC AUTHENTICATION METHOD

(57) An information processing apparatus includes:
a memory, and a processor configured to extract feature
points from a biometric image of a living body, generate
groups each including a certain number of feature points,
obtain a first feature value of each of the groups, com-
pares the first feature value with a second feature value
which is a feature value of each of groups each including
the certain number of feature points included in enrolled

biometric information, specify, as a pair, two groups sim-
ilar to each other, obtain a first degree of similarity be-
tween a first feature point included in a first group of the
pair and a second feature point included in a second
group of the pair in accordance with a number of groups
similar to the first group of the pair, and authenticate the
living body based on the degree of similarity.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The embodiment discussed herein is related to
an information processing apparatus, a recording medi-
um in which a biometric authentication program is record-
ed, and a biometric authentication method.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In biometric authentication techniques, biomet-
ric features, such as fingerprints, palm prints, veins, and
faces, are used in identity verification. For example, in
identity verification, biometric features obtained from a
living body that is to be authenticated are compared with
pre-enrolled biometric features, and the target living body
is authenticated based on the similarity between the two
types of features.
[0003] For example, in fingerprint authentication, the
geometric feature value of three feature points extracted
from a fingerprint image is used.
[0004] Techniques of the related art are disclosed in
Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2017-10419
or a non-patent document, Miguel Angel Medina-Perez
etal., "Improving Fingerprint Verification Using Minutiae
Triplets", Sensors 2012, 12(3), pages 3418-3437, 2012.
[0005] For example, in comparison between a finger-
print image and enrolled fingerprint information, the fin-
gerprint image may incorrectly match another person’s
enrolled fingerprint information.
[0006] The above case occurs not only when biometric
authentication using fingerprint images is performed, but
also when biometric authentication using a different type
of biometric images is performed.
[0007] For example, there may be provided a tech-
nique which improves authentication accuracy of biomet-
ric authentication based on a group of feature points ex-
tracted from a biometric image.

SUMMARY

[0008] According to an aspect of an embodiment, an
information processing apparatus includes: a memory;
and a processor coupled to the memory and configured
to: extract a plurality of feature points from a biometric
image of a living body that is to be authenticated; gener-
ate a plurality of groups each including a certain number
of feature points among the plurality of feature points;
obtain a first feature value of each of the plurality of
groups; compares the first feature value with a second
feature value which is a feature value of each of a plurality
of groups each including the certain number of feature
points included in enrolled biometric information; specify,
as a first pair, two groups similar to each other based on
a comparison result; obtain a first degree of similarity
between a first feature point included in a first group of
the first pair and a second feature point included in a

second group of the first pair in accordance with a number
of groups similar to the first group of the first pair; and
authenticate the living body based on the first degree of
similarity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0009] Embodiments will now be described, by way of
example only, with reference to the following figures, in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary functional configura-
tion of a biometric authentication apparatus;
FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary biometric authenti-
cation process;
FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary functional configura-
tion of a biometric authentication apparatus;
FIG. 4 illustrates exemplary triangles generated from
a target feature point;
FIG. 5 illustrates exemplary triangles generated from
multiple feature points;
FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary enrolled biometric infor-
mation;
FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary comparison result;
FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary registration process;
FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary biometric authenti-
cation process;
FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a feature-value
comparison process and a feature-point matching
pair extraction process; and
FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary information
processing apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0010] To improve authentication accuracy of biomet-
ric authentication techniques, many methods have been
studied and developed. One of the methods is such that
feature points extracted from a biometric image of a living
body that is to be authenticated are compared with fea-
ture points included in enrolled biometric information, not
for each feature value, but for each group of feature points
by using the relationship among the feature points. This
method may enhance accuracy of discrimination be-
tween the target person and another person by using the
relationship among multiple feature points, achieving im-
provement of authentication accuracy of biometric au-
thentication.
[0011] For example, in a fingerprint authentication
process, a triangle whose vertices are a target feature
point, which is extracted from a fingerprint image that is
to be authenticated, and two feature points around the
target feature point is generated. The shape of the trian-
gle and information related to the triangle, such as the
number of fingerprint ridges crossing each side, are used
to compare the triangle generated from the fingerprint
image with a triangle included in enrolled fingerprint in-
formation.
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[0012] However, in a fingerprint authentication proc-
ess, when a fingerprint image is obtained by using a fin-
gerprint sensor, distortion or misalignment may occur in
the obtained fingerprint image due to a different posture
or state of the body of an authentication target person.
Therefore, even for the same authentication target per-
son, extracted feature points are different every time a
fingerprint image is obtained, and it is difficult to extract
feature points stably.
[0013] When feature points extracted from a fingerprint
image are unstable, it is difficult to generate a triangle
stably. Therefore, comparison between a set of three fea-
ture points, which may fail to be obtained, and enrolled
fingerprint information is more difficult than comparison
between one feature point and another.
[0014] When only two feature points among three fea-
ture points forming a triangle are extracted and the re-
maining one is not extracted, a triangle is not formed. In
this case, the number of matching triangles between the
fingerprint image and the enrolled fingerprint information
is not increased. In contrast, when a feature point is com-
pared with another, the number of matching feature
points between the fingerprint image and the enrolled
fingerprint information is increased in accordance with
the number of extracted pairs of feature points. Thus,
comparison between triangles is likely to reduce the prob-
ability of success in identity verification compared with
comparison between feature points, and may cause au-
thentication failure.
[0015] In a fingerprint authentication process, when a
triangle formed by three feature points is to be generated,
feature points, whose number is n (n is an integer equal
to or greater than four), near the target feature point are
searched for, and combinations, whose number is nC2
and each of which forms a triangle, are generated. Thus,
even in the case where the presence/absence, the type,
or the position of a feature point varies every time a fin-
gerprint image is obtained, and where the stability of near
feature points is low, any one triangle among the combi-
nations is highly likely to be generated, increasing the
probability of success in identity verification.
[0016] However, in this method, generated triangles
may overlap each other. Therefore, like Delaunay trian-
gulation or the like, the number of generated triangles is
increased compared with a method in which triangles do
not overlap each other. Therefore, a triangle generated
from a fingerprint image is also highly likely to incorrectly
match a triangle included in enrolled fingerprint informa-
tion for another person.
[0017] After comparison between triangles, triangles
distantly positioned from each other may be regarded as
not matching each other based on the entire positional
relationship. Thus, incorrect matching of triangles may
be avoided. However, to make an obtained fingerprint
image resistant to distortion, it is desirable to allow the
criterion, on which it is determined that "the triangles are
positioned close to each other (not far from each other)",
to cover a certain greater distance range. In such a dis-

tance range, it remains highly likely that triangles incor-
rectly match each other.
[0018] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary functional con-
figuration of a biometric authentication apparatus. A bi-
ometric authentication apparatus 101 in FIG. 1 includes
a storage unit 111, a feature point extracting unit 112, a
generating unit 113, a feature value calculating unit 114,
a specifying unit 115, and an authentication unit 116. The
storage unit 111 stores enrolled biometric information in
which the feature values of multiple groups each includ-
ing a certain number of feature points are registered. The
feature point extracting unit 112, the generating unit 113,
the feature value calculating unit 114, the specifying unit
115, and the authentication unit 116 perform a biometric
authentication process by using the enrolled biometric
information stored in the storage unit 111.
[0019] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary biometric au-
thentication process performed by the biometric authen-
tication apparatus 101 in FIG. 1. The feature point ex-
tracting unit 112 extracts multiple feature points from a
biometric image of a living body that is to be authenticated
(step 201). The generating unit 113 generates multiple
groups each including the certain number of feature
points among the extracted feature points (step 202). The
feature value calculating unit 114 obtains the feature val-
ue for each group (step 203).
[0020] The specifying unit 115 compares the feature
value of each of the groups generated from the biometric
image with the feature value of every group included in
the enrolled biometric information, and specifies pairs of
similar groups (step 204). In each pair having a first group
and a second group, the authentication unit 116 obtains
the degree of similarity between each of the first feature
points included in the first group and the corresponding
second feature point included in the second group in ac-
cordance with the number of groups similar to the first
group (step 205). The authentication unit 116 authenti-
cates the living body, which is to be authenticated, based
on the degrees of similarity (step 206).
[0021] The biometric authentication apparatus 101 de-
scribed above may improve authentication accuracy of
biometric authentication based on groups of feature
points extracted from a biometric image.
[0022] FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary biometric au-
thentication apparatus 101 in FIG. 1. The biometric au-
thentication apparatus 101 in FIG. 3 includes the storage
unit 111, the feature point extracting unit 112, the gen-
erating unit 113, the feature value calculating unit 114,
the specifying unit 115, the authentication unit 116, an
input unit 301, a sensor 302, and an output unit 303. The
biometric authentication apparatus 101 is used in various
cases including logging in to an information processing
apparatus and entering a security area.
[0023] The storage unit 111 stores enrolled biometric
information 311. The enrolled biometric information 311
includes the feature values of multiple groups each hav-
ing the certain number of feature points extracted from
biometric images of registered persons. As a biometric
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image of a registered person, a fingerprint image, a palm
print image, a vein image, a face image, or the like of the
registered person is used. In FIGs. 1 and 3, the storage
unit 111 is included in the biometric authentication appa-
ratus 101. Alternatively, the storage unit 111 may be de-
tachable from the biometric authentication apparatus 101
via a connector, or may be included in another informa-
tion processing apparatus and may be communicatively
connected to the biometric authentication process appa-
ratus 101 over a network.
[0024] The input unit 301 receives a user identification
(ID) which is identification information for identifying a
registered person, in a registration process of generating
the enrolled biometric information 311. As the input unit
301, for example, a keyboard and an ID card reader may
be used. When a biometric authentication process with
ID authentication (one-to-one authentication) is per-
formed, the input unit 301 may receive the user ID for
identifying an authentication target person.
[0025] The sensor 302 obtains a biometric image of a
registered person or an authentication target person. For
example, when the biometric image is a fingerprint im-
age, a fingerprint sensor is used as the sensor 302. When
the biometric image is a vein image, a vein sensor is used
as the sensor 302. When the biometric image is a palm
print image or a face image, a camera is used as the
sensor 302. A biometric image of the authentication tar-
get person is stored in the storage unit 111 as a biometric
image 312.
[0026] The feature point extracting unit 112 extracts
multiple feature points from a biometric image obtained
by the sensor 302. For example, when the biometric im-
age is a fingerprint image, minutiae, such as an end point,
at which a fingerprint ridge ends, and a bifurcation point,
at which a fingerprint ridge bifurcates, are extracted as
feature points.
[0027] The generating unit 113 generates multiple
groups each including the certain number of feature
points having geometric properties, among the feature
points extracted by the feature point extracting unit 112.
For example, when each group includes three feature
points, the generating unit 113 selects one of the feature
points extracted from the biometric image, as a target
feature point. The generating unit 113 chooses feature
points, whose number is n (n is an integer equal to or
greater than three), in ascending order of the distance
from the target feature point.
[0028] The generating unit 113 selects a combination
of two feature points from the n feature points having
been chosen, and generates a group including the two
selected feature points and the target feature point. In
this case, the number of groups generated from one tar-
get feature point is nC2, and each group is represented
by a triangle having three feature points as vertices.
[0029] FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary triangle gener-
ated from a target feature point when n = 4. Among the
feature points indicated by ten circular marks in FIG. 4,
four feature points closer to a target feature point 401 are

feature points 402 to 405. The number of combinations
obtained by selecting two feature points from the feature
points 402 to 405 is six. Therefore, the number of trian-
gles generated from the target feature point 401 is also
six. Each of the triangles corresponds to a group.
[0030] FIG. 5 illustrates exemplary triangles generated
from multiple feature points included in a fingerprint im-
age, when n = 4. Each of the feature points indicated by
13 circular marks in FIG. 5 is selected as a target feature
point. Similarly to FIG. 4, six triangles are generated from
the four feature points close to each target feature point.
More feature points are extracted from an actual finger-
print image. In this case, the number of generated trian-
gles increases.
[0031] The generating unit 113 may generate groups
by using a different method. For example, the generating
unit 113 may choose n feature points that are present in
a certain distance from a target feature point, and may
generate nC2 triangles from the feature points. Alterna-
tively, the generating unit 113 may generate triangles,
which do not overlap each other, through Delaunay tri-
angulation division. The number of feature points includ-
ed in each group may be two or equal to or greater than
four.
[0032] The feature value calculating unit 114 gener-
ates the feature value of each group by using local fea-
tures indicated by the certain number of feature points
included in the group. For example, when each group
includes three feature points, the feature value of the
triangle having the feature points as vertices is calculat-
ed. When a biometric image obtained by the sensor 302
is a biometric image of a registered person, the feature
value calculating unit 114 generates the enrolled biomet-
ric information 311 including the feature values of multiple
groups generated from the biometric image, and stores
the enrolled biometric information 311 in the storage unit
111.
[0033] FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary enrolled biometric
information 311. The enrolled biometric information 311
in FIG. 6 includes the user ID, the group ID, and the group
feature value. The user ID indicates identification infor-
mation of a registered person. The group ID indicates
identification information of a group.
[0034] The group feature value indicates the feature
value of a triangle of each group, and includes feature
point IDs which are identification information of the ver-
tices of the triangle, the length of each side of the triangle,
and the interior angles of the triangle. For example, the
feature point IDs indicating the vertices of the triangle of
the group ID "01" corresponding to the user ID "0001"
are "M01", "M05", and "M21". When the biometric image
is a fingerprint image, the group feature value may further
include the type (the end point, the bifurcation point, or
the like) of each feature point, the orientation of each
feature point, and the number of fingerprint ridges cross-
ing each side. It is unnecessary for the group feature
value to include all of these local features. The group
feature value may include only some of the local features.
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[0035] When a biometric image obtained by the sensor
302 is the biometric image 312 of the authentication tar-
get person, the feature value calculating unit 114 stores
the feature values of multiple groups generated from the
biometric image 312, in the storage unit 111 as feature
value information 313.
[0036] The specifying unit 115 compares the feature
value information 313 for the multiple groups with the
feature values of the multiple groups included in the en-
rolled biometric information 311, and specifies combina-
tions of two similar groups. Then, the specifying unit 115
extracts feature point pairs included in the groups, as
feature-point matching pairs. One group in a specified
combination of two groups may be similar only to the
other group, and may be similar to two or more groups
including the other group.
[0037] FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary result of com-
parison between groups generated from the biometric
image 312 and groups included in the enrolled biometric
information 311. In this example, triangles 711 to 714 are
generated from a fingerprint image 701 of the authenti-
cation target person, and the enrolled biometric informa-
tion 311 indicates triangles 721 to 723 generated from a
fingerprint image 702 of a registered person.
[0038] A two-way arrow indicates a pair of triangles
similar to each other. The triangle 711 is similar to the
triangle 721 and the triangle 722. The triangle 723 is sim-
ilar to the triangles 712 to 714.
[0039] The authentication unit 116 calculates the de-
gree of similarity between two feature points for each
feature-point matching pair extracted by the specifying
unit 115. The feature points included in a group similar
to multiple different groups have a high probability of oc-
currence because of the shape of the triangle, informa-
tion about the feature points, and the like. Thus, an in-
correct feature-point matching pair may be extracted
from the groups. In this case, it is desirable to perform
weighting so that the degree of similarity of the extracted
feature-point matching pair is made small.
[0040] Therefore, the authentication unit 116 calcu-
lates the degree of similarity of a feature-point matching
pair in accordance with the number of groups similar to
one group of the two similar groups. The larger the
number of groups similar to one group is, the smaller the
degree of similarity of the feature-point matching pair is.
[0041] The authentication unit 116 authenticates the
authentication target person based on the degrees of
similarity of all the feature-point matching pairs extracted
from the multiple groups from the biometric image 312
and multiple groups from the enrolled biometric informa-
tion 311. For example, the authentication unit 116 com-
pares the total of the degrees of similarity of all the fea-
ture-point matching pairs with a given threshold. If the
total of the degrees of similarity exceeds the threshold,
the authentication unit 116 determines that the authen-
tication target person is the registered person them-
selves.
[0042] The output unit 303 outputs the authentication

result to the authentication target person or an adminis-
trator. The output unit 303 may be a display device which
displays the authentication result on a screen, or may be
a communication device which transmits the authentica-
tion result over a communication network to a different
apparatus.
[0043] The biometric authentication apparatus 101 in
FIG. 3 may reduce an influence, on an authentication
result, of a group that includes feature points occurring
with a high probability and that is likely to match a group
of a different user. Thus, the possibility that the biometric
image 312 of the authentication target person incorrectly
matches a group feature value of a different person in-
cluded in the enrolled biometric information 311 is de-
creased, improving the authentication accuracy. There-
fore, risk of false authentication in which a different per-
son is determined to be the registered person themselves
may be reduced.
[0044] With reference to FIGs. 8 to 11, the registration
process and the biometric authentication process per-
formed by the biometric authentication apparatus 101 in
FIG. 3 will be described in more detail.
[0045] The registration process is a process of regis-
tering, in the enrolled biometric information 311, the
group IDs and the group feature values of the groups
generated from a biometric image of each registered per-
son, in association with the user ID of the registered per-
son. In contrast, the biometric authentication process is
a process of comparing the group feature values of the
groups generated from the biometric image 312 of the
authentication target person with group feature values
enrolled in the enrolled biometric information 311 and
authenticating the authentication target person.
[0046] FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary registration
process. The input unit 301 receives the user ID of a to-
be-registered person (step 801). The sensor 302 obtains
a biometric image of the to-be-registered person (step
802).
[0047] The feature point extracting unit 112 extracts
multiple feature points from the biometric image of the
to-be-registered person (step 803), and gives the feature
point ID to each feature point (step 804). The generating
unit 113 generates multiple groups each including the
certain number of feature points among the extracted
feature points (step 805).
[0048] The feature value calculating unit 114 uses local
features indicated by the feature points included in each
group, so as to generate the feature value of the group
(step 806). The feature value calculating unit 114 gener-
ates the enrolled biometric information 311 including the
feature values of the multiple groups (step 807), and
stores the enrolled biometric information 311 in the stor-
age unit 111 (step 808).
[0049] FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary biometric au-
thentication process illustrated in FIG. 2. In the biometric
authentication process in FIG. 9, the user ID of the au-
thentication target person is used to perform one-to-one
authentication. The input unit 301 receives the user ID
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of the authentication target person, and the sensor 302
obtains the biometric image 312 of the authentication tar-
get person (step 901).
[0050] The feature point extracting unit 112 extracts
multiple feature points from the biometric image 312 (step
902), and gives the feature point ID to each feature point
(step 903). The generating unit 113 generates multiple
groups each including the certain number of feature
points among the extracted feature points (step 904). The
feature value calculating unit 114 uses local features in-
dicated by the feature points included in each group, so
as to generate the feature value of the group as the fea-
ture value information 313 (step 905).
[0051] The specifying unit 115 reads, from the storage
unit 111, the enrolled biometric information 311 corre-
sponding to the user ID of the authentication target per-
son (step 906), and compares the feature value informa-
tion 313 for multiple groups with the feature values of the
multiple groups included in the extracted enrolled bio-
metric information 311 (step 907). The specifying unit
115 specifies pairs of similar groups, and extracts fea-
ture-point matching pairs from these groups (step 908).
[0052] The authentication unit 116 gives a base score,
which serves as the basis of the degree of similarity, to
each feature-point matching pair extracted by the spec-
ifying unit 115 (step 909). The authentication unit 116
gives a weight for the score in accordance with the
number of groups similar to a group to which one feature
point of each feature-point matching pair belongs (step
910).
[0053] The authentication unit 116 obtains the degree
of similarity by multiplying the weight of each feature-
point matching pair by the score, sums the degrees of
similarity of all the feature-point matching pairs, and cal-
culates the authentication score of the biometric image
312 (step 911). The authentication unit 116 compares
the authentication score with the given threshold (step
912). If the authentication score exceeds the threshold
(YES in step 912), the authentication unit 116 determines
that the authentication has succeeded (step 913). The
output unit 303 outputs an authentication result indicating
the authentication success (step 914).
[0054] In contrast, if the authentication score is equal
to or less than the threshold (NO in step 912), the au-
thentication unit 116 determines that the authentication
has failed (step 915). The output unit 303 outputs an au-
thentication result indicating the authentication failure
(step 914).
[0055] FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary feature-value
comparison process in step 907 in FIG. 9, and an exem-
plary feature-point matching pair extraction process in
step 908. The specifying unit 115 selects a group G1
which is one of the multiple groups from the biometric
image 312 (step 1001), and selects a group G2 which is
one of the multiple groups in the extracted enrolled bio-
metric information 311 (step 1002).
[0056] The specifying unit 115 compares the feature
value information 313 for the group G1 with the feature

value of the group G2 (step 1003), and determines wheth-
er or not the group G1 is similar to the group G2 (step
1004).
[0057] For example, if the biometric image 312 is a
fingerprint image and if the group G1 and the group G2
are each indicated by a triangle, the specifying unit 115
may determine whether or not the group G1 is similar to
the group G2 based on the following determination cri-
teria.

(C1) The difference between the length of each side
of the triangle of the group G1 and the length of the
corresponding side of the triangle of the group G2 is
equal to or less than a given threshold.
(C2) The difference between each interior angle of
the triangle of the group G1 and the corresponding
interior angle of the triangle of the group G2 is equal
to or less than a given threshold.
(C3) The type of each feature point of the triangle of
the group G1 matches the type of the corresponding
feature point of the triangle of the group G2.
(C4) The difference between the angle indicating the
orientation of each feature point of the triangle of the
group G1 and the angle indicating the orientation of
the corresponding feature point of the triangle of the
group G2 is equal to or less than a given threshold.
(C5) The number of fingerprint ridges crossing each
side of the triangle of the group G1 matches the
number of fingerprint ridges crossing the corre-
sponding side of the triangle of the group G2.

[0058] If all of conditions (C1) to (C5) are satisfied, the
specifying unit 115 determines that the group G1 is sim-
ilar to group G2. If any of the conditions is not satisfied,
the specifying unit 115 determines that the group G1 is
not similar to the group G2. In accordance with the sta-
bility of reproduction of the biometric image 312, the spec-
ifying unit 115 may use only one or more conditions
among (C1) to (C5), or may add another condition.
[0059] If the group G1 is similar to the group G2 (YES
in step 1004), the specifying unit 115 extracts, as a fea-
ture-point matching pair, each feature point of the group
G1 and the corresponding feature point of the group G2
(step 1005). For example, if the group G1 and the group
G2 are each indicated by a triangle, three feature-point
matching pairs are extracted.
[0060] The specifying unit 115 checks if all of the
groups in the extracted enrolled biometric information
311 have been selected (step 1006). If there remains a
group that has not been selected (NO in step 1006), the
process of step 1002 and its subsequent steps is repeat-
edly performed on the next group.
[0061] If all of the groups in the extracted enrolled bi-
ometric information 311 have been selected (YES in step
1006), the specifying unit 115 checks if all of the groups
for the biometric image 312 have been selected (step
1007). If there remains a group that has not been selected
(NO in step 1007), the specifying unit 115 repeatedly

9 10 



EP 3 506 152 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

performs the process of step 1001 and its subsequent
steps on the next group. If all of the groups for the bio-
metric image 312 have been selected (YES in step 1007),
the specifying unit 115 ends the process.
[0062] In step 908 in FIG. 9, for example, the specifying
unit 115 specifies multiple pairs of groups, and extracts,
from these pairs, feature-point matching pairs pi, p2, ...,
pk, whose total number is equal to k (k is an integer equal
to or greater than two). In this case, in step 909, the au-
thentication unit 116 gives the base score Si to each fea-
ture-point matching pair pi (i = 1 to k). For example, the
base scores S1 to Sk may have the same value.
[0063] In step 910, the authentication unit 116 gives
the weight wi to each feature-point matching pair pi ac-
cording to the following expressions.

(a) If each of the two feature points of the feature-
point matching pair pi is included in a group similar
to only one group,

(b) If one of the two feature points of the feature-point
matching pair pi is included in a group similar to
groups whose number is equal to r (r is an integer
equal to or greater than two),

[0064] In Expression (2), c is a certain constant equal
to or greater than one. The authentication unit 116 may
give the weight wi by using a computational expression
other than Expressions (1) and (2) in accordance with
properties of the biometric image 312.
[0065] In step 911, the authentication unit 116 calcu-
lates the degree Qi of similarity between the two feature
points included in each feature-point matching pair pi.

[0066] If the base scores S1 to Sk have the same value,
the larger the number r of groups similar to one group of
a group pair is, the smaller the weight wi in Expression
(2) is. Thus, the similarity degree Qi in Expression (3) is
made small.
[0067] The authentication unit 116 uses the similarity
degree Qi in Expression (3) to calculate the authentica-
tion score ST for the biometric image 312 by using the
following expression.

[0068] A feature-point matching pair pi used in the case
of (b) described above may be also included in one or
more different group pairs, each of which has groups
associated with each other in the one-to-one relationship
and whose number is equal to m (m is an integer equal
to or greater than one). In this case, the authentication
unit 116 may use the following expression instead of Ex-
pression (2) to give the weight wi to the feature-point
matching pair pi.

[0069] In Expression (5), α is a given constant. If the
right side of Expression (5) exceeds one, wi is set to one.
By using the weight wi as described above, the weight
wi of a feature-point matching pair pi belonging to both
of a group pair having a group similar to multiple groups
and a group pair corresponding to a triangle whose shape
occurs with a low probability may be made larger than
the value obtained by using Expression (2). Thus, an
influence of such a feature-point matching pair pi on the
authentication score ST is made larger, improving the
authentication accuracy.
[0070] In the case of (b) described above, the authen-
tication unit 116 may use, instead of Expression (2), a
constant equal to or greater than zero and less than one
as the weight wi. For example, if wi is set to 0, the similarity
degree Qi of a feature-point matching pair having a fea-
ture point included in a group similar to multiple groups
is set to 0. This enables the authentication score ST to
be calculated by excluding such feature-point matching
pairs.
[0071] The biometric authentication process in FIG. 9
may reduce an influence, on the authentication score ST,
of a group that includes a feature point which occurs with
a high probability and that is likely to match a group for
a different user. Therefore, occurrence of incorrect cor-
respondence between feature points that are likely to
match each other in different portions is suppressed.
Thus, the possibility that the biometric image 312 of the
authentication target person incorrectly matches group
feature values of a different person included in the en-
rolled biometric information 311 is reduced.
[0072] The configuration of the biometric authentica-
tion apparatus 101 in FIGs. 1 and 3 is merely exemplary.
One or more of the components may be omitted or
changed in accordance with the usage or condition of
the biometric authentication apparatus 101. For exam-
ple, when the sensor 302 is provided outside the biomet-
ric authentication apparatus 101, the sensor 302 may be
omitted from the biometric authentication apparatus 101
in FIG. 3.
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[0073] The flowcharts in FIG. 2 and FIGs. 8 to 10 are
merely exemplary. One or more of the processes may
be skipped or changed in accordance with the configu-
ration or condition of the biometric authentication appa-
ratus 101. For example, when an apparatus different from
the biometric authentication apparatus 101 performs the
registration process, the registration process in FIG. 8
may be skipped.
[0074] In the biometric authentication process in FIG.
9, when 1-to-N authentication, instead of one-to-one au-
thentication, is performed, in step 901, the input unit 301
may skip reception of the user ID of the authentication
target person. In this case, the biometric authentication
apparatus 101 uses the group feature values corre-
sponding to the user ID of each registered person includ-
ed in the enrolled biometric information 311, so as to
perform the process in steps 906 to 913 for the user ID
of the registered person.
[0075] The triangles in FIGs. 4, 5, and 7 and the en-
rolled biometric information 311 in FIG. 6 are merely ex-
emplary. The groups and the enrolled biometric informa-
tion 311 which are generated from the feature points of
a biometric image are changed in accordance with the
biometric image obtained by the sensor 302. The bio-
metric image may be a vein image, a palm print image,
or a face image. The number of feature points included
in each group may be two or equal to or greater than four.
[0076] FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary information
processing apparatus (computer) used as the biometric
authentication apparatus 101 in FIGs. 1 and 3. The in-
formation processing apparatus in FIG. 11 includes a
central processing unit (CPU) 1101, a memory 1102, an
input device 1103, an output device 1104, a secondary
storage device 1105, a medium driving device 1106, and
a network connection device 1107. These components
are connected to each other through a bus 1108. The
sensor 302 in FIG. 3 may be connected to the bus 1108.
[0077] The memory 1102 indicates, for example, a
read only memory (ROM), a random access memory
(RAM), and a semiconductor memory such as a flash
memory, and stores programs and data used in the proc-
ess. The memory 1102 may be used as the storage unit
111 in FIGs. 1 and 3.
[0078] For example, the CPU 1101 (processor) exe-
cutes programs by using the memory 1102, and functions
as the feature point extracting unit 112, the generating
unit 113, the feature value calculating unit 114, the spec-
ifying unit 115, and the authentication unit 116 in FIGs.
1 and 3.
[0079] The input device 1103 indicates, for example,
a keyboard, a pointing device, and the like, and is used
when an operator or a user inputs instructions or infor-
mation. The input device 1103 may be used as the input
unit 301 in FIG. 3. The output device 1104 indicates, for
example, a display device, a printer, a speaker, and the
like, and is used in inquiry to an operator or a user or
output of a processing result. The output device 1104
may be used as the output unit 303 in FIG. 3. A processing

result may be an authentication result.
[0080] The secondary storage device 1105 indicates,
for example, a magnetic disk device, an optical disk de-
vice, a magneto-optical disk device, a tape device, and
the like. The secondary storage device 1105 may be a
flash memory or a hard disk drive. The information
processing apparatus may store programs and data in
the secondary storage device 1105, and may load, for
use, the programs and the data onto the memory 1102.
The secondary storage device 1105 may be used as the
storage unit 111 in FIGs. 1 and 3.
[0081] The medium driving device 1106 drives a port-
able recording medium 1109, and accesses its recorded
information. The portable recording medium 1109 is a
memory device, a flexible disk, an optical disk, a mag-
neto-optical disk, or the like. The portable recording me-
dium 1109 may be a compact disk read only memory
(CD-ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a Universal Se-
rial Bus (USB) memory, or the like. An operator or a user
may store programs and data in the portable recording
medium 1109, and may load, for use, the programs and
the data onto the memory 1102.
[0082] Thus, a computer-readable recording medium
storing programs and data used in the process is a phys-
ical (non-transitory) recording medium, such as the mem-
ory 1102, the secondary storage device 1105, or the port-
able recording medium 1109.
[0083] The network connection device 1107, which is
connected to a communication network, such as a local
area network or a wide area network, is a communication
interface circuit which performs data conversion in com-
munication. The information processing apparatus may
receive programs and data from an external apparatus
via the network connection device 1107, and may load,
for use, the programs and the data onto the memory
1102. The network connection device 1107 may be used
as the output unit 303 in FIG. 3.
[0084] The information processing apparatus does not
necessarily include all of the components in FIG. 11. One
or more of the components may be omitted in accordance
with the usage or the condition. For example, when the
information processing apparatus does not communicate
with an operator or a user, the input device 1103 and the
output device 1104 may be omitted. When the portable
recording medium 1109 or the communication network
are not used, the medium driving device 1106 or the net-
work connection device 1107 may be omitted.
[0085] The embodiment of the present disclosure and
its advantages are described in detail. Those skilled in
the art may make various changes, additions, omissions
without departing from the scope of the present disclo-
sure described clearly in the claims.

Claims

1. An information processing apparatus comprising:
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a memory; and
a processor coupled to the memory and config-
ured to:

extract a plurality of feature points from a
biometric image of a living body that is to be
authenticated;
generate a plurality of groups each includ-
ing a certain number of feature points
among the plurality of feature points;
obtain a first feature value of each of the
plurality of groups;
compares the first feature value with a sec-
ond feature value which is a feature value
of each of a plurality of groups each includ-
ing the certain number of feature points in-
cluded in enrolled biometric information;
specify, as a first pair, two groups similar to
each other based on a comparison result;
obtain a first degree of similarity between a
first feature point included in a first group of
the first pair and a second feature point in-
cluded in a second group of the first pair in
accordance with a number of groups similar
to the first group of the first pair; and
authenticate the living body based on the
first degree of similarity.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1,
wherein, as the number of groups similar to the first
group of the first pair is increased, the first degree
of similarity is decreased.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the processor is configured to:

specify, as a second pair, two groups which are
similar to each other and are different from the
first pair; and
obtain a second degree of similarity between a
third feature point included in a third group of
the second pair and a fourth feature point includ-
ed in a fourth group of the second pair in accord-
ance with a number of groups similar to the third
group of the second pair, and
wherein, when the number of groups similar to
the first group is greater than the number of
groups similar to the third group, the first degree
of similarity is smaller than the second degree
of similarity.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
any preceding claim,
wherein each of the plurality of groups generated
from the biometric image includes three feature
points, and each of the plurality of groups included

in the enrolled biometric information includes three
feature points.

5. The information processing apparatus according to
any preceding claim,
wherein the biometric image is a fingerprint image,
a vein image, a palm print image, or a face image.

6. A non-transitory computer-readable recording me-
dium for recording a biometric authentication pro-
gram which causes a computer to execute a process,
the process comprising:

extracting a plurality of feature points from a bi-
ometric image of a living body that is to be au-
thenticated;
generating a plurality of groups each including
a certain number of feature points among the
plurality of feature points;
obtaining a first feature value of each of the plu-
rality of groups;
comparing the first feature value with a second
feature value which is a feature value of each of
a plurality of groups each including the certain
number of feature points included in enrolled bi-
ometric information;
specifying, as a first pair, two groups similar to
each other based on a comparison result;
obtaining a first degree of similarity between a
first feature point included in a first group of the
first pair and a second feature point included in
a second group of the first pair in accordance
with a number of groups similar to the first group
of the first pair; and
authenticating the living body based on the first
degree of similarity.

7. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 6,
wherein, as the number of groups similar to the first
group of the first pair is increased, the first degree
of similarity is decreased.

8. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 6 or claim 7, further com-
prising:

specifying, as a second pair, two groups which
are similar to each other and are different from
the first pair; and
obtaining a second degree of similarity between
a third feature point included in a third group of
the second pair and a fourth feature point includ-
ed in a fourth group of the second pair in accord-
ance with a number of groups similar to the third
group of the second pair, and

wherein, when the number of groups similar to the
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first group is greater than the number of groups sim-
ilar to the third group, the first degree of similarity is
smaller than the second degree of similarity.

9. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to any of claims 6 to 8,
wherein, when the number of groups similar to the
first group is equal to or greater than two, the proc-
essor sets the first degree of similarity to zero.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to any of claims 6 to 9,
wherein each of the plurality of groups generated
from the biometric image includes three feature
points, and each of the plurality of groups included
in the enrolled biometric information includes three
feature points.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to any of claims 6 to 10,
wherein the biometric image is a fingerprint image,
a vein image, a palm print image, or a face image.

12. A biometric authentication method comprising:

extracting a plurality of feature points from a bi-
ometric image of a living body that is to be au-
thenticated;
generating a plurality of groups each including
a certain number of feature points among the
plurality of feature points;
obtaining a first feature value of each of the plu-
rality of groups;
comparing the first feature value with a second
feature value which is a feature value of each of
a plurality of groups each including the certain
number of feature points included in enrolled bi-
ometric information;
specifying, as a first pair, two groups similar to
each other based on a comparison result;
obtaining a first degree of similarity between a
first feature point included in a first group of the
first pair and a second feature point included in
a second group of the first pair in accordance
with a number of groups similar to the first group
of the first pair; and
authenticating the living body based on the first
degree of similarity.

13. The biometric authentication method according to
claim 12, wherein, as the number of groups similar
to the first group of the first pair is increased, the first
degree of similarity is decreased.

14. The biometric authentication method according to
claim 12 or claim 13, further comprising:

specifying, as a second pair, two groups which

are similar to each other and are different from
the first pair; and
obtaining a second degree of similarity between
a third feature point included in a third group of
the second pair and a fourth feature point includ-
ed in a fourth group of the second pair in accord-
ance with a number of groups similar to the third
group of the second pair, and

wherein, when the number of groups similar to the
first group is greater than the number of groups sim-
ilar to the third group, the first degree of similarity is
smaller than the second degree of similarity.

15. The information processing apparatus according to
any of claims 1 to 5 or the biometric authentication
method according to any of claims 12 to 14,
wherein, when the number of groups similar to the
first group is equal to or greater than two, the proc-
essor sets the first degree of similarity to zero.
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