
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

26
1 

37
3

A
1

TEPZZ¥ 6_¥7¥A_T
(11) EP 3 261 373 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
27.12.2017 Bulletin 2017/52

(21) Application number: 17167011.0

(22) Date of filing: 22.02.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
H04W 12/04 (2009.01) H04L 29/06 (2006.01)

H04W 36/22 (2009.01) H04W 84/04 (2009.01)

H04W 12/02 (2009.01) H04L 9/08 (2006.01)

H04W 12/06 (2009.01) H04W 12/08 (2009.01)

H04W 36/00 (2009.01) H04W 36/08 (2009.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 22.02.2012 CN 201210041047

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
13752434.4 / 2 804 409

(71) Applicant: Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
Longgang District Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(72) Inventors:  
• ZHANG, Dongmei

Shenzhen, Guangdong 518129 (CN)

• CHEN, Jing
Shenzhen, Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(74) Representative: Thun, Clemens
Mitscherlich PartmbB 
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Sonnenstraße 33
80331 München (DE)

Remarks: 
•This application was filed on 19-04-2017 as a 
divisional application to the application mentioned 
under INID code 62.
•Claims filed after the date of filing of the application 
/ after the date of receipt of the divisional application 
(Rule 68(4) EPC).

(54) METHOD, APPARATUS, AND SYSTEM FOR ESTABLISHING SECURITY CONTEXT

(57) The present invention discloses a method, an
apparatus, and a system for establishing a security con-
text and relates to the communications field, so as to
comprehensively protect UE data. The method includes:
acquiring an encryption algorithm of an access node; ac-
quiring a root key and deriving, according to the root key
and the encryption algorithm, an encryption key of the
access node; sending the encryption key and the encryp-
tion algorithm to the access node, so that the access

node starts downlink encryption and uplink decryption;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access node to
the UE so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm with
the UE; and instructing the access node to start downlink
encryption and uplink decryption and instructing, during
algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink decryption
and uplink encryption. The present invention mainly ap-
plies to SCC security protection.
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Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. 201210041047.3, filed with the Chi-
nese Patent Office on February 22, 2012 and entitled
"METHOD, APPARATUS, AND SYSTEM FOR ESTAB-
LISHING SECURITY CONTEXT", which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to the communi-
cations field, and in particular, to a method, an apparatus,
and a system for establishing a security context.

BACKGROUND

[0003] A Long Term Evolution Hi (Long Term Evolution
Hi, LTE Hi) architecture is a network architecture that is
oriented to fixed and low-speed scenarios and relies up-
on existing mobile communications technologies. In the
LTE Hi architecture, a user equipment (User Equipment,
UE) initially establishes a primary carrier cell connection
(Primary Carrier Cell, PCC) with a base station to connect
to a core network. When a network traffic load increases
to a limit value set by an operator, the base station con-
figures a secondary carrier cell connection (Secondary
Carrier Cell, SCC) for the UE through upper layer sign-
aling and the UE is connected to the core network through
an access node. User plane data and control plane data
can be transmitted on the PPC, while only the user plane
data can be transmitted on the SCC. The base station
can transmit different UE services by hierarchy according
to a quality of service (Quality of Service, QoS) require-
ment, an operator strategy, and the like. For example, a
voice or video service with a relatively high quality of serv-
ice requirement is transmitted on the PCC and a service
with low additional values such as an SMS message is
transmitted on the SCC. For a Uu interface on the PCC,
context security protection is performed in an encryption
and integrity protection manner on user plane data and/or
control plane data transmitted over the Uu interface.
[0004] Although the Uu interface on the PCC is ena-
bled with security protection, a Uu’ interface on the SCC
is not enabled with security protection and thus transmis-
sion security of user plane data transmitted over the Uu’
interface cannot be ensured.

SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a method, an apparatus, and a system for establishing
a security context, so as to implement comprehensive
security protection for UE data.
[0006] In one aspect, an embodiment of the present
invention provides a method for establishing a security
context, including:

acquiring an encryption algorithm of an access node;
acquiring a root key and deriving an encryption key
of the access node according to the root key and the
encryption algorithm;
sending the encryption key and the encryption algo-
rithm to the access node, so that the access node
starts downlink encryption and uplink decryption;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access node
to the UE so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm
with the UE; and
instructing the access node to start downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption and instructing, during al-
gorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink decryp-
tion and uplink encryption.

[0007] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a method for estab-
lishing a security context, including:

receiving an encryption key sent by a base station;
acquiring an encryption algorithm; and
starting downlink encryption and uplink decryption
according to the encryption key and the encryption
algorithm.

[0008] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a method for estab-
lishing a security context, including:

sending a root key to the access node, where the
root key is used by the access node to derive an
encryption key used by the access node;
acquiring an encryption algorithm used by the ac-
cess node, where the encryption algorithm is select-
ed by the access node according to a security capa-
bility and security policy of the access node as well
as a security capability of the UE;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access node
to the UE so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm
with the UE; and
instructing the access node to start downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption and instructing, during al-
gorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink decryp-
tion and uplink encryption.

[0009] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a method for estab-
lishing a security context, including:

receiving a root key sent by the base station;
selecting an encryption algorithm according to its
own security capability and security policy as well as
a security capability of the UE;
deriving an encryption key according to the root key
and the encryption algorithm;
sending the encryption algorithm to the base station,
so that the base station negotiates the encryption
algorithm with the UE; and
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starting downlink encryption and uplink decryption
according to a startup indication of the base station.

[0010] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a method for estab-
lishing a security context, including:

receiving an encryption algorithm of an access node
sent by a base station so as to complete algorithm
negotiation with the base station;
deriving an encryption key of the UE according to a
root key and the encryption algorithm, where the root
key is derived after authentication by the UE and a
network; and
starting downlink decryption and uplink encryption
after deriving the encryption key of the UE.

[0011] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a base station, includ-
ing:

an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption al-
gorithm of an access node,
where the acquirer is configured to acquire a root
key;
a processor, connected to the acquirer and config-
ured to derive, according to the root key and the en-
cryption algorithm acquired by the acquirer, an en-
cryption key of the access node;
a sender, connected to the processor and the ac-
quirer and configured to send the encryption key de-
rived by the processor and the encryption algorithm
acquired by the acquirer to the access node, so that
the access node starts downlink encryption and up-
link decryption,
where the sender is configured to send the encryp-
tion algorithm acquired by the acquirer to the UE so
as to negotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE;
and
a notifier, configured to instruct the access node to
start downlink encryption and uplink decryption and
instruct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.

[0012] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides an access node, in-
cluding:

a receiver, configured to receive an encryption key
sent by a base station;
an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption al-
gorithm; and
a processor, connected to the receiver and the ac-
quirer and configured to start, according to the en-
cryption key received by the receiver and the encryp-
tion algorithm acquired by the acquirer, downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption.

[0013] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a base station, includ-
ing:

a sender, configured to send a root key to the access
node, where the root key is used by the access node
to derive an encryption key used by the access node;
an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption al-
gorithm used by the access node, where the encryp-
tion algorithm is selected by the access node accord-
ing to a security capability and security policy of the
access node as well as a security capability of the
UE,
where the sender is connected to the acquirer and
configured to send the encryption algorithm acquired
by the acquirer to the UE so as to negotiate the en-
cryption algorithm with the UE; and
a notifier, configured to instruct the access node to
start downlink encryption and uplink decryption and
instruct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.

[0014] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides an access node, in-
cluding:

a receiver, configured to receive a root key sent by
the base station;
a processor, configured to select an encryption al-
gorithm according to its own security capability and
security policy as well as a security capability of the
UE,
where the processor is connected to the receiver and
configured to derive, according to the root key re-
ceived by the receiver and the encryption algorithm,
an encryption key; and
a sender, connected to the processor and configured
to send the encryption algorithm selected by the
processor to the base station, so that the base station
negotiates the encryption algorithm with the UE,
where the processor is configured to start downlink
encryption and uplink decryption according to a star-
tup indication of the base station.

[0015] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a user equipment UE,
including:

a receiver, configured to receive an encryption algo-
rithm of an access node sent by a base station so
as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base
station;
a processor, connected to the receiver and config-
ured to derive, according to a root key and the en-
cryption algorithm received by the receiver, an en-
cryption key of the UE, where the root key is derived
after authentication by the processor and a network;
and
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the processor is further configured to start downlink
decryption and uplink encryption after deriving the
encryption key of the UE.

[0016] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a system for establish-
ing a security context, including:

a base station, configured to acquire an encryption
algorithm of an access node; acquire a root key; de-
rive an encryption key of the access node according
to the root key and the encryption algorithm; send
the encryption key and the encryption algorithm to
the access node, so that the access node starts
downlink encryption and uplink decryption; send the
encryption algorithm of the access node to the UE
so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm with the
UE; instruct the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption; and instruct, during
algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption;
the access node, configured to receive the encryp-
tion key sent by the base station, acquire the encryp-
tion algorithm, and start, according to the encryption
key and the encryption algorithm, downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption; and
the UE, configured to receive the encryption algo-
rithm of the access node sent by the base station so
as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base
station; derive an encryption key of the UE according
to the root key and the encryption algorithm, where
the root key is derived after authentication by the UE
and a network; and start downlink decryption and
uplink encryption after deriving the encryption key of
the UE.

[0017] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present invention further provides a system for establish-
ing a security context, including:

a base station, configured to send a root key to the
access node, where the root key is used by the ac-
cess node to derive an encryption key used by the
access node; acquire an encryption algorithm used
by the access node, where the encryption algorithm
is selected by the access node according to a secu-
rity capability and security policy of the access node
as well as a security capability of the UE; send the
encryption algorithm of the access node to the UE
so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm with the
UE; instruct the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption; and instruct, during
algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption;
the access node, configured to receive the root key
sent by the base station; select the encryption algo-
rithm according to its own security capability and se-
curity policy as well as the security capability of the

UE; derive the encryption key according to the root
key and the encryption algorithm; send the encryp-
tion algorithm to the base station, so that the base
station negotiates the encryption algorithm with the
UE; and start downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion according to a startup indication of the base sta-
tion; and
the UE, configured to receive the encryption algo-
rithm of the access node sent by the base station so
as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base
station; derive an encryption key of the UE according
to the root key and the encryption algorithm, where
the root key is derived after authentication by the UE
and a network; and start downlink decryption and
uplink encryption after deriving the encryption key of
the UE.

[0018] According to the method, apparatus, and sys-
tem for establishing a security context provided in the
embodiments of the present invention, encryption algo-
rithms can be selected for an access node and a UE, and
encryption keys can be derived at access node and UE
sides according to a root key and the selected encryption
algorithms. By means of algorithm negotiation, encryp-
tion generation, and synchronous encryption protection
startup, encryption protection is performed on user plane
data transmitted over a Uu’ interface, which can solve a
problem in the prior art that the user plane data transmit-
ted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and can im-
plement comprehensive security protection for UE data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0019] To describe the technical solutions in the em-
bodiments of the present invention or in the prior art more
clearly, the following briefly introduces the accompanying
drawings required for describing the embodiments or the
prior art. Apparently, the accompanying drawings in the
following description show merely some embodiments
of the present invention, and a person of ordinary skill in
the art may still derive other drawings from these accom-
panying drawings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 2 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 3 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 4 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention;
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 6 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 7 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 8 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method for establishing a
security context in Embodiment 9 of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of a base
station in Embodiment 10 of the present invention;
FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a base
station in Embodiment 10 of the present invention;
FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of a base
station in Embodiment 10 of the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a schematic structural diagram of an Hi
AP in Embodiment 11 of the present invention;
FIG. 14 is a schematic structural diagram of an Hi
AP in Embodiment 11 of the present invention;
FIG. 15 is a schematic structural diagram of an Hi
AP in Embodiment 11 of the present invention;
FIG. 16 is a schematic structural diagram of a base
station in Embodiment 12 of the present invention;
FIG. 17 is a schematic structural diagram of an Hi
AP in Embodiment 13 of the present invention; and
FIG. 18 is a schematic structural diagram of a UE in
Embodiment 14 of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0020] The following clearly and completely describes
the technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the accompanying drawings
in the embodiments of the present invention. Apparently,
the described embodiments are merely a part rather than
all of the embodiments of the present invention. All other
embodiments obtained by a person of ordinary skill in
the art based on the embodiments of the present inven-
tion without creative efforts shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention.
[0021] In embodiments of the present invention, an Hi
AP (Hi Access Point) used as an access node is used
as an example for description, and a UE is connected to
a core network by using a Uu interface through a base
station and connected to the core network by using a Uu’
interface through the Hi AP. In a practical application, no
limitation is posed on an available access node.

Embodiment 1

[0022] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. As
shown in FIG. 1, the method includes the following steps:

101: A base station acquires an encryption algorithm

of an Hi AP.

[0023] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, an ad-
vanced encryption standard (Advanced Encryption
Standard, AES) algorithm used as the encryption algo-
rithm is used as an example for description, which is not
limited in a practical application.
[0024] 102: The base station acquires a root key.
[0025] The root key is used to derive an encryption key.
[0026] 103: The base station derives an encryption key
of the Hi AP according to the root key and the encryption
algorithm.
[0027] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes derivation of the encryption key of the Hi AP
and an encryption key at the UE side is derived by a UE
itself.
[0028] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the Hi AP
side and the UE side. In a practical application, a root
key at the Hi AP side is delivered to the base station by
an MME after authentication, and a root key at the UE
side is derived according to a permanent key stored in a
UE card. Because the root keys used at the Hi AP side
and the UE side to derive the encryption key are the same
and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm, encryp-
tion keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE side are
also the same.
[0029] 104: The base station sends the encryption key
and the encryption algorithm to the Hi AP.
[0030] Because the base station selects the encryption
algorithm and derives the encryption key for the Hi AP
but a subject of the encryption algorithm and the encryp-
tion key is the Hi AP, the base station sends the encryp-
tion key and the encryption algorithm to the Hi AP, so
that the Hi AP starts downlink encryption and uplink de-
cryption.
[0031] 105: The base station sends the encryption al-
gorithm to the UE to complete algorithm negotiation with
the UE.
[0032] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending
the encryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable,
after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the
encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the en-
cryption key.
[0033] 106: The base station instructs the Hi AP to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption and instructs,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption.
[0034] After receiving the encryption algorithm sent by
the base station, the UE derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and a root key in the
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UE card. After the base station instructs the Hi AP and
the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP and
the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data ac-
cording to the same encryption algorithm and the encryp-
tion key.
[0035] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm of an Hi AP can be
acquired, and an encryption key can be derived for the
Hi AP according to the root key and the acquired encryp-
tion algorithm. By means of algorithm negotiation, en-
cryption generation, and synchronous encryption protec-
tion startup, encryption protection is performed on user
plane data transmitted over a Uu’ interface, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and
can implement comprehensive security protection for UE
data.

Embodiment 2

[0036] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. The
method is a further extension of Embodiment 1. As shown
in FIG. 2, the method includes the following steps:

201: A base station acquires an encryption algorithm
of an Hi AP.

[0037] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, an AES
algorithm used as the encryption algorithm is used as an
example for description, which is not limited in a practical
application.
[0038] The base station may acquire the encryption
algorithm in at least two manners:

1) The base station receives the AES algorithm se-
lected by the Hi AP, where the AES algorithm is a
highest-priority encryption algorithm selected by the
Hi AP according to a security capability and security
policy of the Hi AP as well as a security capability of
a UE. Before receiving the AES algorithm selected
by the Hi AP, the base station needs to send the
security capability of the UE to the Hi AP, so that the
Hi AP selects the encryption algorithm.
2) The base station receives a security capability and
a security policy of the Hi AP and selects, according
to the security capability and security policy of the
Hi AP and a security capability of the UE, the highest-
priority encryption algorithm. 202. An encryption key
of the Hi AP is derived.

[0039] 202: The base station acquires a root key.
[0040] The root key is used to derive an encryption key.
[0041] 203: The base station derives an encryption key
of the Hi AP according to the root key and the encryption

algorithm.
[0042] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes derivation of the encryption key of the Hi AP
and an encryption key at the UE side is derived by the
UE itself.
[0043] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the Hi AP
side and the UE side. In a practical application, a root
key at the Hi AP side is delivered to the base station by
an MME after authentication, and a root key at the UE
side is derived according to a permanent key stored in a
UE card. Because the root keys used at the Hi AP side
and the UE side to derive the encryption key are the same
and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm, encryp-
tion keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE side are
also the same.
[0044] The base station derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the root key and the encryption algorithm. The
root key is derived according to a permanent key shared
by the UE and a network side. The root root key may be
KeNB in the embodiment and is not limited in a practical
application. The base station derives an encryption key
Kupenc according to the KeNB and sends the Kupenc
to the Hi AP. The Kupenc is used to perform encryption
protection on the user plane data transmitted on the SCC.
[0045] 204: The base station sends the encryption key
and the encryption algorithm to the Hi AP.
[0046] Because the base station selects the encryption
algorithm and derives the encryption key for the Hi AP
but a using subject of the encryption algorithm and the
encryption key is the Hi AP, the base station sends the
encryption key and the encryption algorithm to the Hi AP,
so that the Hi AP starts downlink encryption and uplink
decryption.
[0047] 205: The encryption algorithm is sent to the UE
to complete algorithm negotiation with the UE.
[0048] The base station sends a security mode com-
mand (Security Mode Command, SMC) to the UE, where
the SMC carries the AES algorithm. After receiving the
AES algorithm sent by the base station, the UE completes
algorithm negotiation and derives, according to the AES
algorithm and the KeNB authenticated by the UE and a
network, the Kupenc.
[0049] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending
the encryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable,
after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the
encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the en-
cryption key.
[0050] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the Hi AP
side and the UE side. In a practical application, a root
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key at the Hi AP side is sent by a core network, and a
root key at the UE side is locally derived according to a
permanent key after authentication by the UE and a net-
work. Because the root keys used at the Hi AP side and
the UE side to derive the encryption key are the same
and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm, encryp-
tion keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE side are
also the same.
[0051] Optionally, the root key used to derive the en-
cryption key at the Hi AP side and the UE side may also
be KeNB* that is derived according to the KeNB. In ad-
dition to deriving the encryption key for user plane data
over a Uu’ interface, the KeNB is further used to derive
the encryption key Kupenc for user plane data over a Uu
interface as well as an integrity protection key Krrcint and
an encryption key Krrcenc for control plane data over the
Uu interface. When the Uu’ interface uses the KeNB* to
derive the root key, Kupenc* that is derived is different
from the Kupenc derived for the Uu interface.
[0052] 206: The base station receives SMP signaling
sent by the UE.
[0053] The UE sends a security mode complete (Se-
curity Mode Complete, SMP) command to the base sta-
tion, where the SMP is used to notify the base station
that the UE has completed encryption key derivation ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and the root key.
[0054] 207: The base station instructs the Hi AP to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption and instructs,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption.
[0055] After both the Hi AP side and the UE side derive
the encryption key, the base station instructs, when the
Hi AP starts downlink encryption and uplink decryption,
the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
Because the Hi AP is a sender of downlink data and a
receiver of uplink data, the Hi AP starts downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption. Likewise, because the UE is
a receiver of the downlink data and a sender of the uplink
data, the UE starts downlink decryption and uplink en-
cryption.
[0056] Preferably, before a security context is estab-
lished for the Uu’ interface, a security context may also
be established for the Uu interface, which is specifically
as follows:

The base station selects an encryption algorithm for
the Uu interface. In the embodiment of the present
invention, the AES algorithm used as a control plane
data integrity protection algorithm, a control plane
data encryption algorithm, and a user plane data en-
cryption algorithm is used as an example for descrip-
tion, and two of the three may be different in a prac-
tical application. After selecting the encryption algo-
rithm, the base station derives keys for the Uu inter-
face according to the root key and the AES algorithm,
where the root key may be the KeNB. Because the
user plane data and the control plane data are trans-
mitted over the Uu interface, the keys that the base

station derives for the Uu interface include: a user
plane data encryption key Kupenc, a control plane
data integrity protection key Krrcint, and a control
plane data encryption key Krrcenc. The base station
sends the selected AES algorithm to the UE by using
the SMC and the UE derives the Kupenc, Krrcint,
and Krrcenc according to the AES algorithm and the
root key KeNB.

[0057] Optionally, if the base station does not send, in
a process of establishing a security context for the Uu
interface, the AES algorithm to the UE, the encryption
algorithm selected for the Uu interface and the encryption
algorithm selected for the Uu’ interface may also be sent
to the UE together in step 205, so as to complete algo-
rithm negotiation with the UE.
[0058] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, encryption algorithms of an Hi AP and a UE
can be acquired, and encryption keys used by the Hi AP
and the UE can be derived at a base station side and a
UE side according to a root key and the acquired encryp-
tion algorithms. By means of algorithm negotiation, en-
cryption generation, and synchronous encryption protec-
tion startup, encryption protection is performed on user
plane data transmitted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC,
which can solve a problem in the prior art that the user
plane data transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not pro-
tected and can implement comprehensive security pro-
tection for UE data.
[0059] In addition, according to the method for estab-
lishing a security context provided in the embodiment of
the present invention, a root key different from a root key
that is used to derive a key for a Uu interface may also
be used to derive an encryption key for an Hi AP. For
example, KeNB* derived according to KeNB may be used
as the root key for the Hi AP to derive the encryption key.
Using different root keys for data transmitted over a Uu
interface and data transmitted over the Uu’ interface can
further enhance data security.
[0060] In addition, according to the method for estab-
lishing a security context provided in the embodiment of
the present invention, in an algorithm negotiation phase,
a base station can further represent the Uu interface and
the Uu’ interface at the same time to perform algorithm
negotiation with a UE, which reduces steps of signaling
interaction.

Embodiment 3

[0061] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. As
shown in FIG. 3, the method includes the following steps:

301: An Hi AP receives an encryption key sent by a
base station.

[0062] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
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formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes that the Hi AP receives the encryption key de-
rived by the base station and an encryption key at the
UE side is derived by a UE itself.
[0063] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at a base
station side and the UE side. In a practical application, a
root key at the base station side is delivered to the base
station by an MME after authentication, and the base
station derives the encryption key for the Hi AP according
to the root key and an encryption algorithm. The root key
at the UE side is derived according to a permanent key
stored in a UE card. Because the root keys used at the
base station side and the UE side to derive the encryption
key are the same and both used algorithms are an AES
algorithm, encryption keys derived at the base station
side and the UE side are also the same.
[0064] 302: The Hi AP acquires the encryption algo-
rithm.
[0065] The Hi AP acquires the encryption algorithm in
two manners:

1) The Hi AP acquires an encryption algorithm sent
by the base station, where the encryption algorithm
is selected by the base station.
2) The Hi AP selects the encryption algorithm ac-
cording to its own security capability and security
policy as well as a security capability of the UE. After
selecting the secret algorithm, the Hi AP further
sends the selected encryption algorithm to the base
station, so that the base station performs algorithm
negotiation with the UE.

[0066] 303: The Hi AP starts downlink encryption and
uplink decryption according to the encryption key and the
encryption algorithm.
[0067] Meanwhile, the base station sends the encryp-
tion algorithm of the Hi AP to the UE, so that the UE
derives the encryption key at the UE side according to
the encryption algorithm and a root key in the UE card.
After deriving the encryption key, the UE starts uplink
encryption and downlink decryption according to an in-
dication of the base station. Because the Hi AP side and
the UE side use the same encryption algorithm and the
same encryption key, encryption protection may be per-
formed on user plane data transmitted on an SCC.
[0068] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, by means of algorithm negotiation, encryption
generation, and synchronous startup of downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption, encryption protection can be
performed, according to an encryption algorithm and an
encryption key sent by a base station, on user plane data
transmitted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
over the Uu’ interface is not protected and can implement

comprehensive security protection for UE data.

Embodiment 4

[0069] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. The
method is a further extension of Embodiment 3. The
method includes the following steps:

401: An Hi AP receives an encryption key sent by a
base station.

[0070] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes that the Hi AP derives an encryption key and
an encryption key at the UE side is derived by a UE itself.
[0071] The base station acquires a root key and de-
rives, according to the root key, the encryption key.
[0072] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the base
station side and the UE side. In a practical application, a
root key at the base station side is delivered to the base
station by an MME after authentication, and a root key
at the UE side is derived according to a permanent key
stored in a UE card. Because the root keys used at the
base station side and the UE side to derive the encryption
key are the same and both used algorithms are an AES
algorithm, encryption keys derived at the base station
side and the UE side are also the same.
[0073] The base station derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the root key and the AES algorithm. The root
key is derived according to a permanent key shared by
the UE and a network side. The root root key may be
KeNB in the embodiment and is not limited in a practical
application. The base station derives an encryption key
Kupenc according to the KeNB and sends the Kupenc
to the Hi AP. The Kupenc is used to perform encryption
protection on user plane data transmitted on an SCC.
[0074] The Hi AP acquires the encryption key sent by
the base station. Because the base station selects an
encryption algorithm and derives the encryption key for
the Hi AP but a using subject of the encryption algorithm
and the encryption key is the Hi AP, the base station
sends the encryption key and the encryption algorithm
to the Hi AP, so that the Hi AP starts downlink encryption
and uplink decryption.
[0075] 402: The Hi AP acquires the encryption algo-
rithm.
[0076] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on the user plane data transmitted on
the SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, the
AES algorithm used as the encryption algorithm is used
as an example for description, which is not limited in a
practical application.
[0077] The Hi AP may acquire the encryption algorithm
in at least two manners:
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1) The Hi AP selects a highest-priority encryption
algorithm according to its own security capability and
security policy as well as a security capability of the
UE. In the embodiment of the present invention, the
AES algorithm is used as the encryption algorithm.
Before selecting the AES algorithm, the Hi AP further
needs to acquire the security capability of the UE
sent by the base station, so as to acquire and select
the AES algorithm. After selecting the AES algo-
rithm, the Hi AP further needs to send the AES al-
gorithm to the base station, so that the base station
performs, according to the AES algorithm, algorithm
negotiation with the UE.
2) The Hi AP acquires the encryption algorithm sent
by the base station, where the encryption algorithm
is a highest-priority encryption algorithm selected by
the base station according to a security capability
and a security policy of the Hi AP and a security
capability of the UE. Before acquiring the encryption
algorithm, the Hi AP further needs to send its own
security capability and security policy to the base
station, so that the base station selects the encryp-
tion algorithm.

[0078] It should be noted that, when the Hi AP selects
the encryption algorithm, this step should be executed
before step 401, so that the base station derives the en-
cryption key for the Hi AP according to the encryption
algorithm sent by the Hi AP and the root key and sends
the encryption key to the Hi AP.
[0079] 403: The Hi AP starts downlink encryption and
uplink decryption according to the encryption key and the
encryption algorithm.
[0080] Meanwhile, the base station sends the encryp-
tion algorithm to the UE to complete algorithm negotiation
with the UE.
[0081] Specifically, the base station sends an SMC to
the UE, where the SMC carries the AES algorithm. After
receiving the AES algorithm sent by the base station, the
UE completes algorithm negotiation and derives, accord-
ing to the AES algorithm and the KeNB authenticated by
the UE and a network, the Kupenc.
[0082] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending
the encryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable,
after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the
encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the en-
cryption key.
[0083] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the base
station side and the UE side. In a practical application, a
root key at the base station side is sent by a core network,
and a root key at the UE side is locally derived according
to a permanent key after authentication by the UE and a
network. Because the root keys used at the base station

side and the UE side to derive the encryption key are the
same and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm,
encryption keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE
side are also the same.
[0084] Optionally, the root key used to derive the en-
cryption key at the base station side and the UE side may
also be KeNB* derived according to the KeNB. In addition
to deriving the encryption key for user plane data over a
Uu’ interface, the KeNB is further used to derive the en-
cryption key Kupenc for user plane data over a Uu inter-
face as well as an integrity protection key Krrcint and an
encryption key Krrcenc for control plane data over the
Uu interface. When the Uu’ interface uses the KeNB* to
derive the root key, Kupenc* that is derived is different
from the Kupenc derived for the Uu interface.
[0085] The base station receives an SMP sent by the
UE, where the SMP is used to notify the base station that
the UE has completed encryption key derivation accord-
ing to the encryption algorithm and the root key.
[0086] The base station instructs, during algorithm ne-
gotiation, the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption.
[0087] After both the base station side and the UE side
derive the encryption key, the base station instructs,
when the Hi AP starts downlink encryption and uplink
decryption, the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption. Because the Hi AP is a sender of downlink
data and a receiver of uplink data, the Hi AP starts down-
link encryption and uplink decryption. Likewise, because
the UE is a receiver of the downlink data and a sender
of the uplink data, the UE starts downlink decryption and
uplink encryption.
[0088] Preferably, before a security context is estab-
lished for the Uu’ interface, a security context may also
be established for the Uu interface, which is specifically
as follows:

The base station selects an encryption algorithm for
the Uu interface. In the embodiment of the present
invention, the AES algorithm used as a control plane
data integrity protection algorithm, a control plane
data encryption algorithm, and a user plane data en-
cryption algorithm is used as an example for descrip-
tion, and two of the three may be different in a prac-
tical application. After selecting the encryption algo-
rithm, the base station derives keys for the Uu inter-
face according to the root key and the AES algorithm,
where the root key may be the KeNB. Because the
user plane data and the control plane data are trans-
mitted over the Uu interface, the keys that the base
station derives for the Uu interface include: a user
plane data encryption key Kupenc, a control plane
data integrity protection key Krrcint, and a control
plane data encryption key Krrcenc. The base station
sends the selected AES algorithm to the UE by using
the SMC and the UE derives the Kupenc, Krrcint,
and Krrcenc according to the AES algorithm and the
root key KeNB.

15 16 



EP 3 261 373 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0089] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, by means of algorithm negotiation, encryption
generation, and synchronous startup of downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption, encryption protection can be
performed according to an encryption algorithm and an
encryption key sent by a base station on user plane data
transmitted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
over the Uu’ interface is not protected and can implement
comprehensive security protection for UE data.

Embodiment 5

[0090] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. As
shown in FIG. 5, the method includes the following steps:

501: A base station sends a root key to an Hi AP.

[0091] The root key may be from an MME, which is not
limited, and is used by the Hi AP to derive an encryption
key used by the Hi AP.
[0092] 502: The base station acquires an encryption
algorithm used by the Hi AP.
[0093] The encryption algorithm is selected by the Hi
AP according to a security capability and security policy
of the Hi AP as well as a security capability of a UE.
[0094] 503: The base station sends the encryption al-
gorithm of the Hi AP to the UE so as to negotiate the
encryption algorithm with the UE.
[0095] Both an Hi AP side and a UE side need to derive
the encryption key based on the root key and the encryp-
tion algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending the en-
cryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable, after
the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the encryp-
tion algorithm, so that the UE can derive the encryption
key.
[0096] The UE derives an encryption key at the UE
side according to the encryption algorithm sent by the
base station and a root key in a UE card. Because the
Hi AP side and the UE side use a same root key and a
same encryption algorithm, encryption keys derived at
both sides are also the same.
[0097] 504: The base station instructs the Hi AP to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption and instructs,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption.
[0098] After receiving the encryption algorithm sent by
the base station, the UE derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and the root key in
the UE card. After the base station instructs the Hi AP
and the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP
and the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data
according to the same encryption algorithm and the en-
cryption key.
[0099] In the embodiment of the present invention, an
execution subject of selecting the encryption algorithm

for the Hi AP side and deriving the encryption key for the
Hi AP side is the Hi AP.
[0100] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected by an
Hi AP, and an encryption key can be derived according
to a root key and the selected encryption algorithm. By
means of algorithm negotiation, encryption generation,
and synchronous encryption protection startup, encryp-
tion protection is performed on user plane data transmit-
ted over a Uu’ interface, which can solve a problem in
the prior art that the user plane data transmitted over the
Uu’ interface is not protected and can implement com-
prehensive security protection for UE data.

Embodiment 6

[0101] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. The
method is a further extension of Embodiment 5. As shown
in FIG. 6, the method includes the following steps:

601: A base station sends a security capability of a
UE to an Hi AP, so that the Hi AP selects an encryp-
tion algorithm.

[0102] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, an AES
algorithm used as the encryption algorithm is used as an
example for description, which is not limited in a practical
application.
[0103] 602: The base station sends a root key to the
Hi AP.
[0104] The root key may be from an MME, which is not
limited, and is used by the Hi AP to derive an encryption
key used by the Hi AP.
[0105] Because a symmetric key encryption method is
used as an example for description in the embodiment
of the present invention, a same root key is used to derive
the encryption key at an Hi AP side and a UE side. In a
practical application, a root key at the Hi AP side is de-
livered to the base station by the MME after authentica-
tion, and a root key at the UE side is derived according
to a permanent key stored in a UE card. Because the
root keys used at the Hi AP side and the UE side to derive
the encryption key are the same and both used algo-
rithms are an AES algorithm, encryption keys derived at
the Hi AP side and the UE side are also the same.
[0106] The base station derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the root key and the AES algorithm. The root
key is derived according to a permanent key shared by
the UE and a network side. The root root key may be
KeNB in the embodiment and is not limited in a practical
application. The base station derives an encryption key
Kupenc according to the KeNB and sends the Kupenc
to the Hi AP. The Kupenc is used to perform encryption
protection on the user plane data transmitted on the SCC.
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[0107] 603: The base station acquires the encryption
algorithm used by the Hi AP.
[0108] The encryption algorithm is selected by the Hi
AP according to a security capability and security policy
of the Hi AP as well as the security capability of the UE.
[0109] 604: The base station sends the encryption al-
gorithm of the Hi AP to the UE so as to negotiate the
encryption algorithm with the UE.
[0110] The base station sends an SMC to the UE,
where the SMC carries the AES algorithm. After receiving
the AES algorithm sent by the base station, the UE com-
pletes algorithm negotiation and derives, according to
the AES algorithm and the KeNB authenticated by the
UE and a network, the Kupenc.
[0111] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending
the encryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable,
after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the
encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the en-
cryption key.
[0112] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the Hi AP
side and the UE side. In a practical application, a root
key at the Hi AP side is sent by a core network, and a
root key at the UE side is locally derived according to a
permanent key after authentication by the UE and a net-
work. Because the root keys used at the Hi AP side and
the UE side to derive the encryption key are the same
and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm, encryp-
tion keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE side are
also the same.
[0113] Optionally, the root key used to derive the en-
cryption key at the Hi AP side and the UE side may also
be KeNB* that is derived according to the KeNB. In ad-
dition to deriving the encryption key for user plane data
over a Uu’ interface, the KeNB is further used to derive
the encryption key Kupenc for user plane data over a Uu
interface as well as an integrity protection key Krrcint and
an encryption key Krrcenc for control plane data over the
Uu interface. When the Uu’ interface uses the KeNB* to
derive the root key, Kupenc* that is derived is different
from the Kupenc derived for the Uu interface.
[0114] 605: The base station receives SMP signaling
sent by the UE.
[0115] The UE sends the SMP to the base station,
where the SMP is used to notify the base station that the
UE has completed encryption key derivation according
to the encryption algorithm and the root key.
[0116] 606: The base station instructs the Hi AP to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption and instructs,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start downlink de-
cryption and uplink encryption.
[0117] After receiving the encryption algorithm sent by
the base station, the UE derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and a root key in the

UE card. After the base station instructs the Hi AP and
the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP and
the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data ac-
cording to the same encryption algorithm and the encryp-
tion key.
[0118] In the embodiment of the present invention, an
execution subject of selecting the encryption algorithm
for the Hi AP side and deriving the encryption key for the
Hi AP side is the Hi AP.
[0119] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected by an
Hi AP, and an encryption key can be derived according
to a root key and the selected encryption algorithm. By
means of algorithm negotiation, encryption generation,
and synchronous encryption protection startup, encryp-
tion protection is performed on user plane data transmit-
ted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can solve a
problem in the prior art that the user plane data transmit-
ted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and can im-
plement comprehensive security protection for UE data.
[0120] In addition, according to the method for estab-
lishing a security context provided in the embodiment of
the present invention, a root key different from a root key
that is used to derive a key for a Uu interface may also
be used to derive an encryption key for an Hi AP. For
example, KeNB* derived according to KeNB may be used
as the root key for the Hi AP to derive the encryption key.
Using different root keys for data transmitted over a Uu
interface and data transmitted over the Uu’ interface can
further enhance data security.

Embodiment 7

[0121] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a security context method. As shown in FIG. 7, the
method includes the following steps:

701: An Hi AP receives a root key sent by a base
station.

[0122] The root key may be from an MME, which is not
limited. The base station sends the root key to the Hi AP,
so that the Hi AP derives an encryption key.
[0123] 702: The Hi AP selects an encryption algorithm
according to its own security capability and security policy
as well as a security capability of a UE.
[0124] The Hi AP selects a highest-priority encryption
algorithm according to its own security capability and se-
curity policy as well as the security capability of the UE.
[0125] 703: The Hi AP derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the root key and the encryption algorithm.
[0126] 704: The Hi AP sends the encryption algorithm
to the base station, so that the base station negotiates
the encryption algorithm with the UE.
[0127] Both an Hi AP side and a UE side need to derive
the encryption key based on the root key and the encryp-
tion algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for the base station
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to negotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE is to
enable, after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain
the encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the
encryption key.
[0128] The UE derives an encryption key at the UE
side according to the encryption algorithm sent by the
base station and a root key in a UE card. Because the
Hi AP side and the UE side use a same root key and a
same encryption algorithm, encryption keys derived at
both sides are also the same.
[0129] 705: The Hi AP starts downlink encryption and
uplink decryption according to a startup indication of the
base station.
[0130] After receiving the encryption algorithm sent by
the base station, the UE derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and the root key in
the UE card. After the base station instructs the Hi AP
and the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP
and the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data
according to the same encryption algorithm and the en-
cryption key.
[0131] In the embodiment of the present invention, an
execution subject of selecting the encryption algorithm
for the Hi AP side and deriving the encryption key for the
Hi AP side is the Hi AP.
[0132] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected, and
an encryption key can be derived according to a root key
and the selected encryption algorithm. By means of al-
gorithm negotiation, encryption generation, and synchro-
nous encryption protection startup, encryption protection
is performed on user plane data transmitted over a Uu’
interface, which can solve a problem in the prior art that
the user plane data transmitted over the Uu’ interface is
not protected and can implement comprehensive secu-
rity protection for UE data.

Embodiment 8

[0133] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. The
method is a further extension of Embodiment 7. As shown
in FIG. 8, the method includes the following steps:

801: An Hi AP receives a root key sent by a base
station.

[0134] The base station may acquire the root key from
an MME, which is not limited in the embodiment of the
present invention.
[0135] Because a symmetric key encryption method is
used as an example for description in the embodiment
of the present invention, a same root key is used to derive
an encryption key at an Hi AP side and a UE side. In a
practical application, a root key at the Hi AP side is de-
livered to the base station by the MME after authentica-
tion, and a root key at the UE side is derived according

to a permanent key stored in a UE card. Because the
root keys used at the Hi AP side and the UE side to derive
the encryption key are the same and both used algo-
rithms are an AES algorithm, encryption keys derived at
the Hi AP side and the UE side are also the same.
[0136] 802: The Hi AP receives a security capability of
a UE sent by the base station.
[0137] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, the
AES algorithm used as the encryption algorithm is used
as an example for description, which is not limited in a
practical application.
[0138] 803: The Hi AP selects the encryption algorithm
according to its own security capability and security policy
as well as the security capability of the UE.
[0139] The Hi AP selects a highest-priority encryption
algorithm according to its own security capability and se-
curity policy as well as the security capability of the UE.
[0140] 804: The Hi AP derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the root key and the encryption algorithm.
[0141] The Hi AP derives the encryption key according
to the root key and the AES algorithm. The root key is
derived according to a permanent key shared by the UE
and a network side. The root root key may be KeNB in
the embodiment and is not limited in a practical applica-
tion. The Hi AP derives an encryption key Kupenc ac-
cording to the KeNB, where the Kupenc is used to per-
form encryption protection on the user plane data trans-
mitted on the SCC.
[0142] 805: The Hi AP sends the encryption algorithm
to the base station, so that the base station negotiates
the encryption algorithm with the UE.
[0143] The base station sends an SMC to the UE,
where the SMC carries the AES algorithm. After receiving
the AES algorithm sent by the base station, the UE com-
pletes algorithm negotiation and derives, according to
the AES algorithm and the KeNB authenticated by the
UE and a network, the Kupenc.
[0144] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending
the encryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable,
after the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the
encryption algorithm, so that the UE can derive the en-
cryption key.
[0145] Optionally, the root key used to derive the en-
cryption key at the Hi AP side and the UE side may also
be KeNB* that is derived according to the KeNB. In ad-
dition to deriving the encryption key for user plane data
over a Uu’ interface, the KeNB is further used to derive
the encryption key Kupenc for user plane data over a Uu
interface as well as an integrity protection key Krrcint and
an encryption key Krrcenc for control plane data over the
Uu interface. When the Uu’ interface uses the KeNB* to
derive the root key, Kupenc* that is derived is different
from the Kupenc derived for the Uu interface.
[0146] 806: The Hi AP starts downlink encryption and
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uplink decryption according to a startup indication of the
base station.
[0147] Meanwhile, after receiving the encryption algo-
rithm sent by the base station, the UE derives the en-
cryption key according to the encryption algorithm and a
root key in the UE card. After the base station instructs
the Hi AP and the UE to start decryption and encryption,
the Hi AP and the UE may encrypt uplink data and down-
link data according to the same encryption algorithm and
the encryption key.
[0148] In the embodiment of the present invention, an
execution subject of selecting the encryption algorithm
for the Hi AP side and deriving the encryption key for the
Hi AP side is the Hi AP.
[0149] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected, and
an encryption key can be derived according to a root key
and the selected encryption algorithm. By means of al-
gorithm negotiation, encryption generation, and synchro-
nous encryption protection startup, encryption protection
is performed on user plane data transmitted over a Uu’
interface on an SSC, which can solve a problem in the
prior art that the user plane data transmitted over the Uu’
interface is not protected and can implement compre-
hensive security protection for UE data.
[0150] In addition, according to the method for estab-
lishing a security context provided in the embodiment of
the present invention, a root key different from a root key
used to derive a key for a Uu interface may also be used
to derive an encryption key. For example, KeNB* derived
according to KeNB may be used as the root key for de-
riving the encryption key. Using different root keys for
data transmitted over a Uu interface and data transmitted
over the Uu’ interface can further enhance data security.

Embodiment 9

[0151] The embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for establishing a security context. As
shown in FIG. 9, the method includes the following steps:

901: A UE receives an encryption algorithm of an Hi
AP sent by a base station so as to complete algorithm
negotiation with the base station.

[0152] Both an Hi AP side and a UE side need to derive
an encryption key based on a root key and the encryption
algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for the UE to receive the
encryption algorithm sent by the base station in this step
is to enable the UE to derive the encryption key according
to the encryption algorithm and the root key.
[0153] The encryption algorithm is a highest-priority
encryption algorithm selected by the Hi AP according to
a security capability and security policy of the Hi AP as
well as a security capability of the UE or a highest-priority
encryption algorithm selected by the base station accord-
ing to a security capability and a security policy of the Hi

AP and a security capability of the UE.
[0154] 902: The UE derives an encryption key of the
UE according to the root key and the encryption algo-
rithm.
[0155] Because a symmetric key encryption method is
used as an example for description in the embodiment
of the present invention, a same root key is used to derive
the encryption key at the Hi AP side and the UE side. In
a practical application, a root key at the Hi AP side is
delivered to the base station by an MME after authenti-
cation, and a root key at the UE side is derived according
to a permanent key stored in a UE card or derived after
authentication by the UE and a network. Because the
root keys used at the Hi AP side and the UE side to derive
the encryption key are the same and used algorithms are
also the same, encryption keys derived at the Hi AP side
and the UE side are also the same.
[0156] 903: The UE sends SMP signaling to the base
station.
[0157] A purpose for the UE to send the SMP to the
base station is to notify the base station that the UE has
derived the encryption key according to the root key and
the encryption algorithm sent by the base station.
[0158] 904: The UE starts downlink decryption and up-
link encryption after deriving the encryption key.
[0159] After the base station instructs the Hi AP and
the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP and
the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data ac-
cording to the same encryption algorithm and the encryp-
tion key.
[0160] According to the method for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption key used by a UE can be derived
by the UE. By means of algorithm negotiation, encryption
generation, and synchronous encryption protection star-
tup, encryption protection is performed on user plane da-
ta transmitted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and
can implement comprehensive security protection for UE
data.

Embodiment 10

[0161] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ment 2, the embodiment of the present invention provides
a base station to implement Embodiment 2, as shown in
FIG. 10. The base station includes an acquirer 1001, a
processor 1002, a sender 1003, and a notifier 1004.
[0162] The acquirer 1001 is configured to acquire an
encryption algorithm and a root key of an Hi AP.
[0163] The root key is used to derive an encryption
key. The encryption key and the encryption algorithm are
used to perform encryption protection on user plane data
transmitted on an SCC. In the embodiment of the present
invention, an AES algorithm used as the encryption al-
gorithm is used as an example for description, which is
not limited in a practical application.
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[0164] The processor 1002 is connected to the acquir-
er 1001 and configured to derive an encryption key of
the Hi AP according to the root key and the encryption
algorithm acquired by the acquirer 1001.
[0165] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes that the processor 1002 derives the encryption
key of the Hi AP and an encryption key at the UE side is
derived by a UE itself.
[0166] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used by the processor 1002 and the UE to
derive the encryption key.
[0167] The processor 1002 derives the encryption key
according to the root key and the AES algorithm. The
root key is derived according to a permanent key shared
by the UE and a network side. The root root key may be
KeNB in the embodiment and is not limited in a practical
application. The processor 1002 derives an encryption
key Kupenc according to the KeNB and subsequently
the sender 1003 sends the Kupenc to the Hi AP. The
Kupenc is used to perform encryption protection on the
user plane data transmitted on the SCC.
[0168] The sender 1003 is connected to the processor
1002 and the acquirer 1001, and is configured to send
the encryption key derived by the processor 1002 and
the encryption algorithm acquired by the acquirer 1001
to the Hi AP, so that the Hi AP starts downlink encryption
and uplink decryption.
[0169] Because the base station selects the encryption
algorithm and derives the encryption key for the Hi AP
but a using subject of the encryption algorithm and the
encryption key is the Hi AP, the sender 1003 in the base
station sends the encryption key and the encryption al-
gorithm to the Hi AP, so that the Hi AP starts downlink
encryption and uplink decryption.
[0170] The sender 1003 is configured to send the en-
cryption algorithm acquired by the acquirer 1001 to the
UE so as to negotiate the encryption algorithm with the
UE.
[0171] The sender 1003 sends a security mode com-
mand (Security Mode Command, SMC) to the UE, where
the SMC carries the AES algorithm. After receiving the
AES algorithm sent by the sender 1003, the UE com-
pletes algorithm negotiation and derives, according to
the AES algorithm and the KeNB authenticated by the
UE and a network, the Kupenc.
[0172] Both the Hi AP side and the UE side need to
derive the encryption key based on the root key and the
encryption algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for the sender
1003 to send the encryption algorithm to the UE in this
step is to enable, after the UE obtains the root key, the
UE to obtain the encryption algorithm, so that the UE can
derive the encryption key.
[0173] The notifier 1004 is configured to instruct the Hi
AP to start downlink encryption and uplink decryption and
instruct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start

downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
[0174] After both the Hi AP side and the UE side derive
the encryption key, the notifier 1004 instructs, when the
Hi AP starts downlink encryption and uplink decryption,
the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
Because the Hi AP is a sender of downlink data and a
receiver of uplink data, the Hi AP starts downlink encryp-
tion and uplink decryption. Likewise, because the UE is
a receiver of the downlink data and a sender of the uplink
data, the UE starts downlink decryption and uplink en-
cryption.
[0175] Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 11, the acquirer
1001 may include:

a first acquiring unit 1101, configured to acquire the
encryption algorithm selected by the Hi AP, where
the encryption algorithm is selected by the Hi AP
according to a security capability and security policy
of the Hi AP as well as a security capability of the
UE; and
a second acquiring unit 1102, configured to select
the encryption algorithm according to the security
capability and security policy of the Hi AP and the
security capability of the UE.

[0176] Furthermore, the sender 1003 is further config-
ured to send the security capability of the UE to the Hi
AP, so that the Hi AP selects the encryption algorithm
according to its own security capability and security policy
as well as the security capability of the UE.
[0177] Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 12, the base sta-
tion may include:

a receiver 1201, where the receiver1 1201 is con-
nected to the acquirer 1001 and configured to re-
ceive the security capability and the security policy
sent by the Hi AP, so that the second acquiring unit
1102 in the acquirer 1001 selects the encryption al-
gorithm according to the security capability and se-
curity policy of the Hi AP and the security capability
of the UE.

[0178] Optionally, further, the root key is a root key that
is used to derive an integrity protection key and an en-
cryption key on an interface between the base station
and the UE or a subkey derived according to a root key
that is used to derive an integrity protection key and an
encryption key on an interface between the base station
and the UE.
[0179] According to the base station provided in the
embodiment of the present invention, encryption algo-
rithms of an Hi AP and a UE can be acquired, and en-
cryption keys used by the Hi AP and the UE can be de-
rived at a base station side and a UE side according to
a root key and the acquired encryption algorithms. By
means of algorithm negotiation, encryption generation,
and synchronous encryption protection startup, encryp-
tion protection is performed on user plane data transmit-
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ted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can solve a
problem in the prior art that the user plane data transmit-
ted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and can im-
plement comprehensive security protection for UE data.
[0180] In addition, according to the base station pro-
vided in the embodiment of the present invention, a root
key different from a root key that is used to derive a key
for a Uu interface may also be used to derive an encryp-
tion key for an Hi AP. For example, KeNB* derived ac-
cording to KeNB may be used as the root key for the Hi
AP to derive the encryption key. Using different root keys
for data transmitted over a Uu interface and data trans-
mitted over the Uu’ interface can further enhance data
security.
[0181] In addition, according to the base station pro-
vided in the embodiment of the present invention, in an
algorithm negotiation phase, the base station represents
the Uu interface and the Uu’ interface at the same time
to perform algorithm negotiation with a UE, which reduc-
es steps of signaling interaction.

Embodiment 11

[0182] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ment 4, the embodiment of the present invention provides
an access node to implement Embodiment 4, as shown
in FIG. 13. An Hi AP used as the access node is used
as an example. The Hi AP includes a receiver 1301, an
acquirer 1302, and a processor 1303.
[0183] The receiver 1301 is configured to receive an
encryption key sent by a base station.
[0184] Encryption key derivation needs to be per-
formed at both an Hi AP side and a UE side. This step
describes that the Hi AP derives an encryption key and
an encryption key at the UE side is derived by a UE itself.
[0185] The acquirer 1302 is configured to acquire an
encryption algorithm.
[0186] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, it is
assumed that an AES algorithm is used as the encryption
algorithm, which is not limited in a practical application.
[0187] The processor 1303 is connected to the receiver
1301 and the acquirer 1302, and is configured to start,
according to the encryption key received by the receiver
1301 and the encryption algorithm acquired by the ac-
quirer 1302, downlink encryption and uplink decryption.
[0188] Meanwhile, the base station sends the encryp-
tion algorithm to the UE to complete algorithm negotiation
with the UE.
[0189] Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 14, the acquirer
1302 may include:

an acquiring unit 1401, configured to acquire the en-
cryption algorithm sent by the base station, where
the encryption algorithm is selected by the base sta-
tion,
where the acquiring unit 1401 is further configured

to select the encryption algorithm according to its
own security capability and security policy as well as
a security capability of the UE; and
a sending unit 1402, connected to the acquiring unit
1401 and configured to send the encryption algo-
rithm selected by the acquiring unit 1401 to the base
station.

[0190] Furthermore, the receiver 1301 is connected to
the acquirer 1302 and configured to receive the security
capability of the UE sent by the base station, where the
security capability of the UE is used by the acquiring unit
140 in the acquirer 1302 to select the encryption algo-
rithm.
[0191] Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 15, the Hi AP
may include:

a sender 1501, configured to send its own security
capability and security policy to the base station, so
that the base station selects the encryption algorithm
for the Hi AP.

[0192] According to the Hi AP provided in the embod-
iment of the present invention, by means of algorithm
negotiation, encryption generation, and synchronous
startup of downlink encryption and uplink decryption, en-
cryption protection can be performed, according to an
encryption algorithm and an encryption key sent by a
base station, on user plane data transmitted over a Uu’
interface on an SSC, which can solve a problem in the
prior art that the user plane data transmitted over the Uu’
interface is not protected and can implement compre-
hensive security protection for UE data.

Embodiment 12

[0193] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ment 6, the embodiment of the present invention provides
a base station to implement Embodiment 6. As shown in
FIG. 16, the base station includes a sender 1601, an
acquirer 1602, and a notifier 1603.
[0194] The sender 1601 is configured to send a root
key to an Hi AP, where the root key is used by the Hi AP
to derive an encryption key used by the Hi AP.
[0195] The acquirer 1602 is configured to acquire an
encryption algorithm used by the Hi AP, where the en-
cryption algorithm is selected by the Hi AP according to
a security capability and security policy of the Hi AP as
well as a security capability of a UE.
[0196] The sender 1601 is connected to the acquirer
1602 and configured to send the encryption algorithm
acquired by the acquirer 1602 to the UE so as to negotiate
the encryption algorithm with the UE.
[0197] The sender 1601 sends an SMC to the UE,
where the SMC carries an AES algorithm. After receiving
the AES algorithm sent by the sender 1601, the UE com-
pletes algorithm negotiation and derives, according to
the AES algorithm and KeNB authenticated by the UE
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and a network, Kupenc.
[0198] Both an Hi AP side and a UE side need to derive
the encryption key based on the root key and the encryp-
tion algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for sending the en-
cryption algorithm to the UE in this step is to enable, after
the UE obtains the root key, the UE to obtain the encryp-
tion algorithm, so that the UE can derive the encryption
key.
[0199] It should be noted that a symmetric key encryp-
tion method is used as an example for description in the
embodiment of the present invention and thus a same
root key is used to derive the encryption key at the Hi AP
side and the UE side. In a practical application, a root
key at the Hi AP side is sent by a core network, and a
root key at the UE side is locally derived according to a
permanent key after authentication by the UE and a net-
work. Because the root keys used at the Hi AP side and
the UE side to derive the encryption key are the same
and both used algorithms are an AES algorithm, encryp-
tion keys derived at the Hi AP side and the UE side are
also the same.
[0200] The notifier 1603 is configured to instruct the Hi
AP to start downlink encryption and uplink decryption and
instruct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
[0201] After receiving the encryption algorithm sent by
the sender 1601, the UE derives the encryption key ac-
cording to the encryption algorithm and a root key in a
UE card. After the notifier 1603 instructs the Hi AP and
the UE to start decryption and encryption, the Hi AP and
the UE may encrypt uplink data and downlink data ac-
cording to the same encryption algorithm and the encryp-
tion key.
[0202] Furthermore, the sender 1601 is further config-
ured to send the security capability of the UE to the Hi
AP, so that the Hi AP selects the encryption algorithm.
[0203] Furthermore, the root key is a root key that is
used to derive an integrity protection key and an encryp-
tion key on an interface between the base station and
the UE or a subkey derived according to a root key that
is used to derive an integrity protection key and an en-
cryption key on an interface between the base station
and the UE.
[0204] According to the base station provided in the
embodiment of the present invention, an encryption al-
gorithm can be selected by an Hi AP, and an encryption
key can be derived according to a root key and the se-
lected encryption algorithm. By means of algorithm ne-
gotiation, encryption generation, and synchronous en-
cryption protection startup, encryption protection is per-
formed on user plane data transmitted over a Uu’ inter-
face on an SSC, which can solve a problem in the prior
art that the user plane data transmitted over the Uu’ in-
terface is not protected and can implement comprehen-
sive security protection for UE data.
[0205] In addition, according to the base station pro-
vided in the embodiment of the present invention, a root
key different from a root key that is used to derive a key

for a Uu interface may also be used to derive an encryp-
tion key for an Hi AP. For example, KeNB* derived ac-
cording to KeNB may be used as the root key for the Hi
AP to derive the encryption key. Using different root keys
for data transmitted over a Uu interface and data trans-
mitted over the Uu’ interface can further enhance data
security.

Embodiment 13

[0206] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ment 8, the embodiment of the present invention provides
an access node to implement Embodiment 8. As shown
in FIG. 17, an Hi AP used as the access node is used as
an example. The Hi AP includes a receiver 1701, a proc-
essor 1702, and a sender 1703.
[0207] The receiver 1701 is configured to receive a root
key sent by a base station.
[0208] The base station may acquire the root key from
an MME, which is not limited in the embodiment of the
present invention.
[0209] Because a symmetric key encryption method is
used as an example for description in the embodiment
of the present invention, a same root key is used to derive
an encryption key at an Hi AP side and a UE side. In a
practical application, a root key at the Hi AP side is de-
livered to the base station by the MME after authentica-
tion, and a root key at the UE side is derived according
to a permanent key stored in a UE card. Because the
root keys used at the Hi AP side and the UE side to derive
the encryption key are the same and both used algo-
rithms are an AES algorithm, encryption keys derived at
the Hi AP side and the UE side are also the same.
[0210] The processor 1702 is configured to select an
encryption algorithm according to its own security capa-
bility and security policy as well as a security capability
of a UE.
[0211] The processor 1702 selects a highest-priority
encryption algorithm according to its own security capa-
bility and security policy as well as the security capability
of the UE.
[0212] The encryption algorithm is used to perform en-
cryption protection on user plane data transmitted on an
SCC. In the embodiment of the present invention, the
AES algorithm used as the encryption algorithm is used
as an example for description, which is not limited in a
practical application.
[0213] The processor 1702 is connected to the receiver
1701 and configured to derive, according to the root key
received by the receiver 1701 and the encryption algo-
rithm, the encryption key.
[0214] The sender 1703 is connected to the processor
1702 and configured to send the encryption algorithm
selected by the processor 1702 to the base station, so
that the base station negotiates the encryption algorithm
with the UE.
[0215] The processor 1702 is configured to start down-
link encryption and uplink decryption according to a star-
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tup indication of the base station.
[0216] Furthermore, the receiver 1701 is further con-
figured to receive the security capability of the UE sent
by the base station, where the security capability of the
UE is used by the processor 1702 to select the encryption
algorithm.
[0217] Furthermore, the root key is a root key that is
used to derive an integrity protection key and an encryp-
tion key on an interface between the base station and
the UE or a subkey derived according to a root key that
is used to derive an integrity protection key and an en-
cryption key on an interface between the base station
and the UE.
[0218] According to the Hi AP provided in the embod-
iment of the present invention, an encryption algorithm
can be selected, and an encryption key can be derived
according to a root key and the selected encryption al-
gorithm. By means of algorithm negotiation, encryption
generation, and synchronous encryption protection star-
tup, encryption protection is performed on user plane da-
ta transmitted over a Uu’ interface on an SSC, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and
can implement comprehensive security protection for UE
data.
[0219] In addition, according to the Hi AP provided in
the embodiment of the present invention, a root key dif-
ferent from a root key that may also be used to derive a
key for a Uu interface may also be used to derive an
encryption key. For example, KeNB* derived according
to KeNB may be used as the root key for deriving the
encryption key. Using different root keys for data trans-
mitted over a Uu interface and data transmitted over the
Uu’ interface can further enhance data security.

Embodiment 14

[0220] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ment 9, the embodiment of the present invention provides
a user equipment UE to implement Embodiment 9. As
shown in FIG. 18, the UE includes a receiver 1801 and
a processor 1802.
[0221] The receiver 1801 is configured to receive an
encryption algorithm of an Hi AP sent by a base station
so as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base
station.
[0222] Both an Hi AP side and a UE side need to derive
an encryption key based on a root key and the encryption
algorithm. Therefore, a purpose for the receiver 1801 to
receive the encryption algorithm sent by the base station
in this step is to enable the processor 1802 to subse-
quently derive the encryption key according to the en-
cryption algorithm and the root key.
[0223] The encryption algorithm is a highest-priority
encryption algorithm selected by the Hi AP according to
a security capability and security policy of the Hi AP as
well as a security capability of the UE or a highest-priority
encryption algorithm selected by the base station accord-

ing to a security capability and a security policy of the Hi
AP and a security capability of the UE.
[0224] The processor 1802 is connected to the receiver
1801 and configured to derive, according to the root key
and the encryption algorithm received by the receiver
1801, an encryption key of the UE, where the root key is
derived after authentication by the processor 1802 and
a network.
[0225] The processor 1802 is further configured to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption after deriving
the encryption key of the UE.
[0226] Because a symmetric key encryption method is
used as an example for description in the embodiment
of the present invention, a same root key is used to derive
the encryption key at the Hi AP side and the UE side. In
a practical application, a root key at the Hi AP side is
delivered to the base station by an MME after authenti-
cation, and a root key at the UE side is derived according
to a permanent key stored in a UE card or derived after
authentication by the UE and a network. Because the
root keys used at the Hi AP side and the UE side to derive
the encryption key are the same and used algorithms are
the same, encryption keys derived at the Hi AP side and
the UE side are also the same.
[0227] According to the UE provided in the embodi-
ment of the present invention, an encryption key used by
the UE can be derived by the UE. By means of algorithm
negotiation, encryption generation, and synchronous en-
cryption protection startup, encryption protection is per-
formed on user plane data transmitted over a Uu’ inter-
face on an SSC, which can solve a problem in the prior
art that the user plane data transmitted over the Uu’ in-
terface is not protected and can implement comprehen-
sive security protection for UE data.

Embodiment 15

[0228] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ments 1 to 4 and Embodiment 9, the embodiment of the
present invention provides a system for establishing a
security context. The system includes a base station, an
access node, and a UE, he UE is connected to a core
network by using a Uu interface through the base station
and connected to the core network by using a Uu’ inter-
face through the access node.
[0229] The base station is configured to acquire an en-
cryption algorithm of the access node; acquire a root key;
derive an encryption key of the access node according
to the root key and the encryption algorithm; send the
encryption key and the encryption algorithm to the access
node, so that the access node starts downlink encryption
and uplink decryption; send the encryption algorithm of
the access node to the UE so as to negotiate the encryp-
tion algorithm with the UE; instruct the access node to
start downlink encryption and uplink decryption; and in-
struct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start down-
link decryption and uplink encryption.
[0230] The access node is configured to receive the
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encryption key sent by the base station, acquire the en-
cryption algorithm, and start, according to the encryption
key and the encryption algorithm, downlink encryption
and uplink decryption.
[0231] The UE is configured to receive the encryption
algorithm of the access node sent by the base station so
as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base sta-
tion; derive an encryption key of the UE according to the
root key and the encryption algorithm, where the root key
is derived after authentication by the UE and a network;
and start downlink decryption and uplink encryption after
deriving the encryption key of the UE.
[0232] According to the system for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected for an
access node and an encryption key can be derived for
the access node according to a root key and the selected
encryption algorithm. By means of algorithm negotiation,
encryption generation, and synchronous encryption pro-
tection startup, encryption protection is performed on us-
er plane data transmitted over a Uu’ interface, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and
can implement comprehensive security protection for UE
data.

Embodiment 16

[0233] With reference to implementation of Embodi-
ments 5 to 9, the embodiment of the present invention
provides a system for establishing a security context. The
system includes a base station, an access node, and a
UE. The UE is connected to a core network by using a
Uu interface through the base station and connected to
the core network by using a Uu’ interface through the
access node.
[0234] The base station is configured to send a root
key to the access node, where the root key is used by
the access node to derive an encryption key used by the
access node; acquire an encryption algorithm used by
the access node, where the encryption algorithm is se-
lected by the access node according to a security capa-
bility and security policy of the access node as well as a
security capability of the UE; send the encryption algo-
rithm of the access node to the UE so as to negotiate the
encryption algorithm with the UE, instruct the access
node to start downlink encryption and uplink decryption;
and instruct, during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
[0235] The access node is configured to receive the
root key sent by the base station, select the encryption
algorithm according to its own security capability and se-
curity policy as well as the security capability of the UE,
derive the encryption key according to the root key and
the encryption algorithm, send the encryption algorithm
to the base station, so that the base station negotiates
the encryption algorithm with the UE, and start, according
to a startup indication of the base station, downlink en-

cryption and uplink decryption.
[0236] The UE is configured to receive the encryption
algorithm of the access node sent by the base station so
as to complete algorithm negotiation with the base sta-
tion; derive an encryption key of the UE according to the
root key and the encryption algorithm, where the root key
is derived after authentication by the UE and a network;
and start downlink decryption and uplink encryption after
deriving the encryption key of the UE.
[0237] According to the system for establishing a se-
curity context provided in the embodiment of the present
invention, an encryption algorithm can be selected by an
access node, and an encryption key can be derived by
the access node according to a root key and the selected
encryption algorithm. By means of algorithm negotiation,
encryption generation, and synchronous encryption pro-
tection startup, encryption protection is performed on us-
er plane data transmitted over a Uu’ interface, which can
solve a problem in the prior art that the user plane data
transmitted over the Uu’ interface is not protected and
can implement comprehensive security protection for UE
data.
[0238] Through description in the foregoing embodi-
ments, a person skilled in the art may understand clearly
that the present invention may be implemented through
software and necessary general hardware or through
hardware only. However, the former is a better imple-
mentation manner in most cases.
[0239] Further embodiments of the present invention
are provided in the following. It should be noted that the
numbering used in the following section does not neces-
sarily need to comply with the numbering used in the
previous sections.

Embodiment 1. A method for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the method
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

Acquiring an encryption algorithm of the access
node;
acquiring a root key and deriving an encryption
key of the access node according to the root key
and the encryption algorithm;
sending the encryption key and the encryption
algorithm to the access node, so that the access
node starts downlink encryption and uplink de-
cryption;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access
node to the UE so as to negotiate the encryption
algorithm with the UE; and
instructing the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption and instructing,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.
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Embodiment 2. The method according to embodi-
ment 1, wherein the acquiring an encryption algo-
rithm of the access node comprises:

acquiring the encryption algorithm selected by
the access node, wherein the encryption algo-
rithm is selected by the access node according
to a security capability and security policy of the
access node as well as a security capability of
the UE; or
selecting the encryption algorithm according to
a security capability and security policy of the
access node and a security capability of the UE.

Embodiment 3. The method according to embodi-
ment 2, before the acquiring the encryption algorithm
selected by the access node, comprising:

sending the security capability of the UE to the
access node, so that the access node selects
the encryption algorithm according to its own se-
curity capability and security policy as well as
the security capability of the UE.

Embodiment 4. The method according to embodi-
ment 2, before the selecting the encryption algorithm
according to a security capability and security policy
of the access node and a security capability of the
UE, comprising:

receiving the security capability and the security
policy sent by the access node.

Embodiment 5. The method according to any one of
embodiments 1 to 4, wherein the root key is a root
key that is used to derive an integrity protection key
and an encryption key on an interface between the
base station and the UE or a subkey derived accord-
ing to a root key that is used to derive an integrity
protection key and an encryption key on an interface
between the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 6. A method for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the method
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

receiving an encryption key sent by the base
station;
acquiring an encryption algorithm; and
starting downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion according to the encryption key and the en-
cryption algorithm.

Embodiment 7. The method according to embodi-
ment 6, wherein the acquiring an encryption algo-
rithm comprises:

acquiring the encryption algorithm sent by the
base station, wherein the encryption algorithm
is selected by the base station; or
selecting the encryption algorithm according to
its own security capability and security policy as
well as a security capability of the UE and send-
ing the selected encryption algorithm to the base
station.

Embodiment 8. The method according to embodi-
ment 7, before the selecting the encryption algorithm
according to its own security capability and security
policy as well as a security capability of the UE, com-
prising:

receiving the security capability of the UE sent
by the base station, wherein the security capa-
bility of the UE is used by the access node to
select the encryption algorithm.

Embodiment 9. The method according to embodi-
ment 7, before the acquiring the encryption algorithm
sent by the base station, comprising:

sending its own security capability and security
policy to the base station, so that the base station
selects the encryption algorithm for the access
node.

Embodiment 10. A method for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the method
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

sending a root key to the access node, wherein
the root key is used by the access node to derive
an encryption key used by the access node;
acquiring an encryption algorithm used by the
access node, wherein the encryption algorithm
is selected by the access node according to a
security capability and security policy of the ac-
cess node as well as a security capability of the
UE;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access
node to the UE so as to negotiate the encryption
algorithm with the UE; and
instructing the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption and instructing,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.

Embodiment 11. The method according to embodi-
ment 10, before the acquiring an encryption algo-
rithm used by the access node, comprising:

sending the security capability of the UE to the

35 36 



EP 3 261 373 A1

20

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

access node, so that the access node selects
the encryption algorithm.

Embodiment 12. The method according to embodi-
ment 10 or 11, wherein the root key is a root key that
is used to derive an integrity protection key and an,
encryption key on an interface between the base sta-
tion and the UE or a subkey derived according to a
root key that is used to derive an integrity protection
key and an encryption key on an interface between
the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 13. A method for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the method
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

receiving a root key sent by the base station;
selecting an encryption algorithm according to
its own security capability and security policy as
well as a security capability of the UE;
deriving an encryption key according to the root
key and the encryption algorithm;
sending the encryption algorithm to the base sta-
tion, so that the base station negotiates the en-
cryption algorithm with the UE; and
starting downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion according to a startup indication of the base
station.

Embodiment 14. The method according to embodi-
ment 13, before the selecting an encryption algo-
rithm according to its own security capability and se-
curity policy as well as a security capability of the
UE, comprising:

receiving the security capability of the UE sent
by the base station, wherein the security capa-
bility of the UE is used by the access node to
select the encryption algorithm.

Embodiment 15. The method according to embodi-
ment 13 or 14, wherein the root key is a root key that
is used to derive an integrity protection key and an
encryption key on an interface between the base sta-
tion and the UE or a subkey derived according to a
root key that is used to derive an integrity protection
key and an encryption key on an interface between
the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 16. A method for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the method
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

receiving an encryption algorithm of the access

node sent by the base station so as to complete
algorithm negotiation with the base station;
deriving an encryption key of the UE according
to a root key and the encryption algorithm,
wherein the root key is derived after authentica-
tion by the UE and a network; and
starting downlink decryption and uplink encryp-
tion after deriving the encryption key of the UE.

Embodiment 17. A base station, wherein a user
equipment UE is connected to a core network by
using a Uu interface through the base station and
connected to the core network by using a Uu’ inter-
face through an access node, comprising:

an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption
algorithm of the access node,
wherein the acquirer is configured to acquire a
root key;
a processor, connected to the acquirer and con-
figured to derive, according to the root key and
the encryption algorithm acquired by the acquir-
er, an encryption key of the access node;
a sender, connected to the processor and the
acquirer and configured to send the encryption
key derived by the processor and the encryption
algorithm acquired by the acquirer to the access
node, so that the access node starts downlink
encryption and uplink decryption,
wherein the sender is configured to send the en-
cryption algorithm acquired by the acquirer to
the UE so as to negotiate the encryption algo-
rithm with the UE; and
a notifier, configured to instruct the access node
to start downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion and instruct, during algorithm negotiation,
the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption.

Embodiment 18. The base station according to em-
bodiment 17, wherein the acquirer comprises:

a first acquiring unit, configured to acquire the
encryption algorithm selected by the access
node, wherein the encryption algorithm is se-
lected by the access node according to a secu-
rity capability and security policy of the access
node as well as a security capability of the UE;
and
a second acquiring unit, configured to select the
encryption algorithm according to the security
capability and security policy of the access node
and the security capability of the UE.

Embodiment 19. The base station according to em-
bodiment 18, wherein the sender is further config-
ured to send the security capability of the UE to the
access node, so that the access node selects the
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encryption algorithm according to its own security
capability and security policy as well as the security
capability of the UE.
Embodiment 20. The base station according to em-
bodiment 18, comprising:

a receiver, connected to the acquirer and con-
figured to receive the security capability and the
security policy sent by the access node, so that
the second acquiring unit in the acquirer selects
the encryption algorithm according to the secu-
rity capability and security policy of the access
node and the security capability of the UE.

Embodiment 21. The base station according to any
one of embodiments 17 to 20, wherein the root key
is a root key that is used to derive an integrity pro-
tection key and an encryption key on an interface
between the base station and the UE or a subkey
derived according to a root key that is used to derive
an integrity protection key and an encryption key on
an interface between the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 22. An access node, wherein a user
equipment UE is connected to a core network by
using a Uu interface through a base station and con-
nected to the core network by using a Uu’ interface
through the access node, comprising:

a receiver, configured to receive an encryption
key sent by the base station;
an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption
algorithm; and
a processor, connected to the receiver and the
acquirer and configured to start, according to
the encryption key received by the receiver and
the encryption algorithm acquired by the acquir-
er, downlink encryption and uplink decryption.

Embodiment 23. The method according to embodi-
ment 22, wherein the acquirer comprises:

an acquiring unit, configured to acquire the en-
cryption algorithm sent by the base station,
wherein the encryption algorithm is selected by
the base station,
wherein the acquiring unit is further configured
to select the encryption algorithm according to
its own security capability and security policy as
well as a security capability of the UE; and
a sending unit, connected to the acquiring unit
and configured to send the encryption algorithm
selected by the acquiring unit to the base station.

Embodiment 24. The access node according to em-
bodiment 23, wherein the receiver is connected to
the acquirer and configured to receive the security
capability of the UE sent by the base station, wherein
the security capability of the UE is used by the ac-

quiring unit in the acquirer to select the encryption
algorithm.
Embodiment 25. The access node according to em-
bodiment 23, comprising:

a sender, configured to send its own security
capability and security policy to the base station,
so that the base station selects the encryption
algorithm for the access node.

Embodiment 26. A base station, wherein a user
equipment UE is connected to a core network by
using a Uu interface through the base station and
connected to the core network by using a Uu’ inter-
face through an access node, comprising:

a sender, configured to send a root key to the
access node, wherein the root key is used by
the access node to derive an encryption key
used by the access node;
an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption
algorithm used by the access node, wherein the
encryption algorithm is selected by the access
node according to a security capability and se-
curity policy of the access node as well as a se-
curity capability of the UE,
wherein the sender is connected to the acquirer
and configured to send the encryption algorithm
acquired by the acquirer to the UE so as to ne-
gotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE; and
a notifier, configured to instruct the access node
to start downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion and instruct, during algorithm negotiation,
the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption.

Embodiment 27. The base station according to em-
bodiment 26, wherein the sender is further config-
ured to send the security capability of the UE to the
access node, so that the access node selects the
encryption algorithm.
Embodiment 28. The base station according to em-
bodiment 26 or 27, wherein the root key is a root key
that is used to derive an integrity protection key and
an encryption key on an interface between the base
station and the UE or a subkey derived according to
a root key that is used to derive an integrity protection
key and an encryption key on an interface between
the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 29. An access node, wherein a user
equipment UE is connected to a core network by
using a Uu interface through a base station and con-
nected to the core network by using a Uu’ interface
through the access node, comprising:

a receiver, configured to receive a root key sent
by the base station;
a processor, configured to select an encryption
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algorithm according to its own security capability
and security policy as well as a security capa-
bility of the UE,
wherein the processor is connected to the re-
ceiver and configured to derive, according to the
root key received by the receiver and the en-
cryption algorithm, an encryption key; and
a sender, connected to the processor and con-
figured to send the encryption algorithm select-
ed by the processor to the base station, so that
the base station negotiates the encryption algo-
rithm with the UE,
wherein the processor is configured to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption ac-
cording to a startup indication of the base sta-
tion.

Embodiment 30. The access node according to em-
bodiment 29, wherein the receiver is further config-
ured to receive the security capability of the UE sent
by the base station, wherein the security capability
of the UE is used by the processor to select the en-
cryption algorithm.
Embodiment 31. The access node according to em-
bodiment 29 or 30, wherein the root key is a root key
that is used to derive an integrity protection key and
an encryption key on an interface between the base
station and the UE or a subkey derived according to
a root key that is used to derive an integrity protection
key and an encryption key on an interface between
the base station and the UE.
Embodiment 32. A user equipment UE, wherein the
UE is connected to a core network by using a Uu
interface through a base station and connected to
the core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

a receiver, configured to receive an encryption
algorithm of the access node sent by the base
station so as to complete algorithm negotiation
with the base station; and
a processor, connected to the receiver and con-
figured to derive, according to a root key and the
encryption algorithm received by the receiver,
an encryption key of the UE, wherein the root
key is derived after authentication by the proc-
essor and a network,
wherein the processor is further configured to
start downlink decryption and uplink encryption
after deriving the encryption key of the UE.

Embodiment 33. A system for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the system
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

the base station, configured to acquire an en-
cryption algorithm of the access node; acquire
a root key; derive an encryption key of the ac-
cess node according to the root key and the en-
cryption algorithm; send the encryption key and
the encryption algorithm to the access node, so
that the access node starts downlink encryption
and uplink decryption; send the encryption al-
gorithm of the access node to the UE so as to
negotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE;
instruct the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption; and instruct, dur-
ing algorithm negotiation, the UE to start down-
link decryption and uplink encryption;
the access node, configured to receive the en-
cryption key sent by the base station, acquire
the encryption algorithm, and start, according to
the encryption key and the encryption algorithm,
downlink encryption and uplink decryption; and
the UE, configured to receive the encryption al-
gorithm of the access node sent by the base
station so as to complete algorithm negotiation
with the base station; derive an encryption key
of the UE according to the root key and the en-
cryption algorithm, wherein the root key is de-
rived after authentication by the UE and a net-
work; and start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption after deriving the encryption key of
the UE.

Embodiment 34. A system for establishing a security
context, wherein a user equipment UE in the system
is connected to a core network by using a Uu inter-
face through a base station and connected to the
core network by using a Uu’ interface through an
access node, comprising:

the base station, configured to send a root key
to the access node, wherein the root key is used
by the access node to derive an encryption key
used by the access node; acquire an encryption
algorithm used by the access node, wherein the
encryption algorithm is selected by the access
node according to a security capability and se-
curity policy of the access node as well as a se-
curity capability of the UE; send the encryption
algorithm of the access node to the UE so as to
negotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE;
instruct the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption; and instruct, dur-
ing algorithm negotiation, the UE to start down-
link decryption and uplink encryption;
the access node, configured to receive the root
key sent by the base station; select the encryp-
tion algorithm according to its own security ca-
pability and security policy as well as the security
capability of the UE; derive the encryption key
according to the root key and the encryption al-
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gorithm; send the encryption algorithm to the
base station, so that the base station negotiates
the encryption algorithm with the UE; and start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption ac-
cording to a startup indication of the base sta-
tion; and
the UE, configured to receive the encryption al-
gorithm of the access node sent by the base
station so as to complete algorithm negotiation
with the base station; derive an encryption key
of the UE according to the root key and the en-
cryption algorithm, wherein the root key is de-
rived after authentication by the UE and a net-
work; and start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption after deriving the encryption key of
the UE.

[0240] Based on such an understanding, the technical
solutions in the present invention essentially, or the part
contributing to the prior art may be implemented in a form
of a software product. The computer software product is
stored in a readable storage medium such as a floppy
disk, a hard disk, or a compact disk of a computer and
includes several instructions to cause a computer device
(which may be a personal computer, a server, or a net-
work device) to execute the methods described in the
embodiments of the present invention.
[0241] The foregoing descriptions are merely specific
embodiments of the present invention, but are not intend-
ed to limit the protection scope of the present invention.
Any variation or replacement readily figured out by a per-
son skilled in the art within the technical scope disclosed
in the present invention shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention. Therefore, the protection
scope of the present invention shall be subject to the
protection scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A method for establishing a security context, wherein
a user equipment UE in the method is connected to
a core network by using a Uu interface through a
base station and connected to the core network by
using a Uu’ interface through an access node, com-
prising:

sending a root key to the access node, wherein
the root key is used by the access node to derive
an encryption key used by the access node;
acquiring an encryption algorithm used by the
access node, wherein the encryption algorithm
is selected by the access node according to a
security capability and security policy of the ac-
cess node as well as a security capability of the
UE;
sending the encryption algorithm of the access
node to the UE so as to negotiate the encryption

algorithm with the UE; and
instructing the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption and instructing,
during algorithm negotiation, the UE to start
downlink decryption and uplink encryption.

2. The method according to claim 1, before the acquir-
ing an encryption algorithm used by the access node,
comprising:

sending the security capability of the UE to the
access node, so that the access node selects
the encryption algorithm.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
root key is a root key that is used to derive an integrity
protection key and an encryption key on an interface
between the base station and the UE or a subkey
derived according to a root key that is used to derive
an integrity protection key and an encryption key on
an interface between the base station and the UE.

4. A method for establishing a security context, wherein
a user equipment UE in the method is connected to
a core network by using a Uu interface through a
base station and connected to the core network by
using a Uu’ interface through an access node, com-
prising:

receiving a root key sent by the base station;
selecting an encryption algorithm according to
its own security capability and security policy as
well as a security capability of the UE;
deriving an encryption key according to the root
key and the encryption algorithm;
sending the encryption algorithm to the base sta-
tion, so that the base station negotiates the en-
cryption algorithm with the UE; and
starting downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion according to a startup indication of the base
station.

5. The method according to claim 4, before the select-
ing an encryption algorithm according to its own se-
curity capability and security policy as well as a se-
curity capability of the UE, comprising:

receiving the security capability of the UE sent
by the base station, wherein the security capa-
bility of the UE is used by the access node to
select the encryption algorithm.

6. The method according to claim 4 or 5, wherein the
root key is a root key that is used to derive an integrity
protection key and an encryption key on an interface
between the base station and the UE or a subkey
derived according to a root key that is used to derive
an integrity protection key and an encryption key on
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an interface between the base station and the UE.

7. A method for establishing a security context, wherein
a user equipment UE in the method is connected to
a core network by using a Uu interface through a
base station and connected to the core network by
using a Uu’ interface through an access node, com-
prising:

receiving an encryption algorithm of the access
node sent by the base station so as to complete
algorithm negotiation with the base station;
deriving an encryption key of the UE according
to a root key and the encryption algorithm,
wherein the root key is derived after authentica-
tion by the UE and a network; and
starting downlink decryption and uplink encryp-
tion after deriving the encryption key of the UE.

8. A base station, wherein a user equipment UE is con-
nected to a core network by using a Uu interface
through the base station and connected to the core
network by using a Uu’ interface through an access
node, comprising:

a sender, configured to send a root key to the
access node, wherein the root key is used by
the access node to derive an encryption key
used by the access node;
an acquirer, configured to acquire an encryption
algorithm used by the access node, wherein the
encryption algorithm is selected by the access
node according to a security capability and se-
curity policy of the access node as well as a se-
curity capability of the UE,
wherein the sender is connected to the acquirer
and configured to send the encryption algorithm
acquired by the acquirer to the UE so as to ne-
gotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE; and
a notifier, configured to instruct the access node
to start downlink encryption and uplink decryp-
tion and instruct, during algorithm negotiation,
the UE to start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption.

9. The base station according to claim 8, wherein the
sender is further configured to send the security ca-
pability of the UE to the access node, so that the
access node selects the encryption algorithm.

10. The base station according to claim 8 or 9, wherein
the root key is a root key that is used to derive an
integrity protection key and an encryption key on an
interface between the base station and the UE or a
subkey derived according to a root key that is used
to derive an integrity protection key and an encryp-
tion key on an interface between the base station
and the UE.

11. An access node, wherein a user equipment UE is
connected to a core network by using a Uu interface
through a base station and connected to the core
network by using a Uu’ interface through the access
node, comprising:

a receiver, configured to receive a root key sent
by the base station;
a processor, configured to select an encryption
algorithm according to its own security capability
and security policy as well as a security capa-
bility of the UE,
wherein the processor is connected to the re-
ceiver and configured to derive, according to the
root key received by the receiver and the en-
cryption algorithm, an encryption key; and
a sender, connected to the processor and con-
figured to send the encryption algorithm select-
ed by the processor to the base station, so that
the base station negotiates the encryption algo-
rithm with the UE,
wherein the processor is configured to start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption ac-
cording to a startup indication of the base sta-
tion.

12. The access node according to claim 11, wherein the
receiver is further configured to receive the security
capability of the UE sent by the base station, wherein
the security capability of the UE is used by the proc-
essor to select the encryption algorithm.

13. The access node according to claim 11 or 12, where-
in the root key is a root key that is used to derive an
integrity protection key and an encryption key on an
interface between the base station and the UE or a
subkey derived according to a root key that is used
to derive an integrity protection key and an encryp-
tion key on an interface between the base station
and the UE.

14. A user equipment UE, wherein the UE is connected
to a core network by using a Uu interface through a
base station and connected to the core network by
using a Uu’ interface through an access node, com-
prising:

a receiver, configured to receive an encryption
algorithm of the access node sent by the base
station so as to complete algorithm negotiation
with the base station; and
a processor, connected to the receiver and con-
figured to derive, according to a root key and the
encryption algorithm received by the receiver,
an encryption key of the UE, wherein the root
key is derived after authentication by the proc-
essor and a network,
wherein the processor is further configured to
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start downlink decryption and uplink encryption
after deriving the encryption key of the UE.

15. A system for establishing a security context, wherein
a user equipment UE in the system is connected to
a core network by using a Uu interface through a
base station and connected to the core network by
using a Uu’ interface through an access node, com-
prising:

the base station, configured to send a root key
to the access node, wherein the root key is used
by the access node to derive an encryption key
used by the access node; acquire an encryption
algorithm used by the access node, wherein the
encryption algorithm is selected by the access
node according to a security capability and se-
curity policy of the access node as well as a se-
curity capability of the UE; send the encryption
algorithm of the access node to the UE so as to
negotiate the encryption algorithm with the UE;
instruct the access node to start downlink en-
cryption and uplink decryption; and instruct, dur-
ing algorithm negotiation, the UE to start down-
link decryption and uplink encryption;
the access node, configured to receive the root
key sent by the base station; select the encryp-
tion algorithm according to its own security ca-
pability and security policy as well as the security
capability of the UE; derive the encryption key
according to the root key and the encryption al-
gorithm; send the encryption algorithm to the
base station, so that the base station negotiates
the encryption algorithm with the UE; and start
downlink encryption and uplink decryption ac-
cording to a startup indication of the base sta-
tion; and
the UE, configured to receive the encryption al-
gorithm of the access node sent by the base
station so as to complete algorithm negotiation
with the base station; derive an encryption key
of the UE according to the root key and the en-
cryption algorithm, wherein the root key is de-
rived after authentication by the UE and a net-
work; and start downlink decryption and uplink
encryption after deriving the encryption key of
the UE.
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