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(54) AUTOMATED ANALYZER

(57) An automated analyzer makes light from a light
source incident on a liquid mixture consisting of a sample
and a reagent in a reactor vessel and, by ascertaining
with a photodetector the quantity of light transmitted or
scattered and the change in the wavelength, performs
quantitative and qualitative analysis of an object compo-
nent. When light other than from the light source such as
light from outside is incident on the photodetector, since
it is no longer possible to accurately measure the quantity
of light and the change in the wavelength, it is also no
longer possible to accurately measure the analysis of the
object component. In particular, in the constitution of an
analysis unit provided with a plurality of analysis ports,
during analysis at one analysis port, due to various mech-
anisms accessing other analysis ports, disturbance light
such as light reflected on this mechanism would enter
the analysis port under analysis and sometimes have an
effect on the measurement result. The present invention
provides an automated analyzer that, by means of a first
light shielding mechanism and a second light shielding
mechanism having an opening part in an analysis unit
provided with a plurality of analysis ports, does not allow
disturbance light to be incident on the analysis port under
analysis so that each mechanism is capable of accessing
any analysis port.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an automated
analyzer automatically analyzing a component contained
in a biological sample such as blood and, in particular,
to a technology for an automated analyzer including a
plurality of analysis ports that include a light source ra-
diating light to an analysis target and a detector detecting
the light radiated from the light source.

Background Art

[0002] As devices analyzing object components con-
tained in biological samples such as blood, automated
analyzers that measure a quantity of light of transmitted
light or scattered light with a single wavelength or a plu-
rality of wavelengths obtained by radiating light from light
sources to a reaction liquid which is an analyzer and in
which a sample and a reagent are mixed are widely used.
[0003] As automated analyzers, there are devices for
biochemical analysis performing quantitative and quali-
tative analysis of object components in biological sam-
ples and devices for blood coagulation analysis measur-
ing coagulability of blood which is a sample, for example,
in fields of biochemical examination or hematologic ex-
amination.
[0004] In either analysis, quantitative or qualitative
analysis of an object component is performed by ascer-
taining the quantity of light from a light source or a change
in the wavelength with a photodetector. When light other
than light from a light source, such as light from outside
is incident on the photodetector, since it is no longer pos-
sible to accurately measure the quantity of light and the
change in the wavelength, it is also no longer possible
to accurately measure the analysis of the object compo-
nent.
[0005] In regard to a technology for preventing light
from outside from entering the photodetector, PTL 1 dis-
closes a technology for protecting a light-receiving ele-
ment from excessive light when two light shielding mech-
anisms having opening parts are provided and a meas-
urement vessel is mounted on a detector.
[0006] PTL 2 discloses a constitution including: a light
shielding member that is provided below a test tube in-
stallation position, shields light incident on a detector in
a state other than photometry, that is, in a state in which
a test tube is not provided in a measurement chamber,
moves down while pushing the test tube when the test
tube is inserted into the measurement chamber, and en-
ables light from a measurement target to be incident on
the detector; and a cover that is provided above the test
tube at the time of measurement and covers an opening
part.
[0007] PLT 3 discloses a technology for providing a
shutter mechanism that shields a gap between a meas-
urement part on a cuvette mounting position of the meas-

urement part and a reagent dispensation mechanism and
hiding the cuvette mounting position by the shutter mech-
anism when the reagent dispensation mechanism recip-
rocates on the measurement part.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0008]

PTL 1: JP-A-2012-002733
PTL 2: JP-A-2000-146825
PTL 3: JP-A-2001-165937

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0009] In recent years, to meet a request for increasing
the number of analysis processes or increasing the
number of analysis items, importance of an automated
analyzer including a plurality of analysis ports further in-
creases. To efficiently advance an analysis process in a
constitution in which a plurality of analysis ports are in-
cluded, it is preferable to simultaneously perform pho-
tometry of a sample and access to analysis ports of var-
ious mechanisms such as sample or reagent dispensa-
tion mechanisms.
[0010] However, in the constitution of the light shielding
mechanisms disclosed in PTL 1, since it is necessary to
shield the photodetector from light when various mech-
anisms access an analysis unit, photometry of a sample
may not be performed during the access. That is, the
above-described two operations may not simultaneously
be performed.
[0011] In the constitution of the light shielding mecha-
nism disclosed in PTL 2, as described above, the light
shielding member including a spring can shield the pho-
todetector from light to protect the photodetector at the
time of inserting or discharging a test tube. However, the
light shielding member originally does not function in a
case in which a test tube is provided in a measurement
chamber. For the cover member shielding the opening
part of the test tube from light at the time of photometry
in this patent document, it is necessary to individually
prepare the cover members by the number of analysis
ports in a case of application to the plurality of analysis
ports. In this case, the photometry of a sample and ac-
cess to the analysis ports can be simultaneously per-
formed, but there is a problem in terms of cost or a device
space.
[0012] For the constitution of the light shielding mech-
anism disclosed in PTL 3, in a case in which a single light
shielding mechanism common to the plurality of analysis
ports is provided, it is necessary to open the analysis
ports in order for various mechanism to access other
analysis ports, for example, during photometry of a sam-
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ple at a certain specific analysis port. At this time, there
is a possibility that light from a light source in the analysis
port during photometry affects a photometry result be-
cause light reflected toward another structure such as a
dispensation mechanism or light entering from outside
is detected by a detector.
[0013] An object of the present invention is to perform
analysis at a high speed by efficiently performing an op-
eration on each analysis port even in a constitution in
which a plurality of analysis ports are included and to
realize high-reliable analysis while suppressing an influ-
ence of noise on a measurement result.

Solution to Problem

[0014] According to an aspect of the present invention
for solving the foregoing problem, an automated analyzer
includes: a reactor vessel that accommodates a liquid
mixture consisting of a sample and a reagent; a dispen-
sation mechanism that dispenses the sample and the
reagent to the reactor vessel; an analysis unit that in-
cludes a plurality of analysis ports each including an op-
tical system formed by a light source radiating light to the
reactor vessel accommodating the liquid mixture and a
photodetector unit receiving the light radiated from the
light source; a first light shielding mechanism that shields
all the analysis ports from light among the plurality of
analysis ports; a second light shielding mechanism that
includes an opening part and shields some of the analysis
ports from light among the plurality of analysis ports; and
a control unit that controls operations of the dispensation
mechanism, the first light shielding mechanism, and the
second light shielding mechanism. The control unit
moves the second light shielding mechanism to place
the opening part at a position of a predetermined analysis
port in a state in which all the analysis ports are shielded
from light by the first light shielding mechanism. The first
light shielding mechanism is moved so that the light
shielding by the first light shielding mechanism is exclud-
ed after the second light shielding mechanism is moved.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0015] According to the aspect of the present invention,
in the automated analyzer including the plurality of anal-
ysis ports, the analysis port performing photometry of the
sample is reliably shielded from light and the other arbi-
trary analysis ports are opened meanwhile so that the
dispensation mechanism or the like accesses the anal-
ysis ports. Therefore, an influence of noise on a meas-
urement result is reduced, which contributes to realiza-
tion of high precise and high speed analysis.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0016]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating a basic consti-

tution of an automated analyzer according to an em-
bodiment.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a sectional view illustrating the con-
stitution of an analysis port according to an embod-
iment (a first embodiment).
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a basic
constitution of an analysis unit including light shield-
ing mechanisms according to the embodiment (the
first embodiment).
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a sectional view illustrating the con-
stitution of the light shielding mechanisms at the time
of sample dispensation in the analysis unit according
to the embodiment (the first embodiment).
[Fig. 5A] Fig. 5A is a top view illustrating an operation
of the light shielding mechanisms at the time of sam-
ple dispensation in the analysis unit according to the
embodiment (the first embodiment).
[Fig. 5B] Fig. 5B is a flowchart illustrating the oper-
ation of the light shielding mechanisms at the time
of sample dispensation in the analysis unit according
to the embodiment (the first embodiment).
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a sectional view illustrating the con-
stitution of the analysis port according to an embod-
iment (a third embodiment).
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a sectional view illustrating the con-
stitution of the analysis port according to an embod-
iment (a fourth embodiment).
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a sectional view illustrating the con-
stitution of an analysis unit of the related art including
a plurality of analysis ports.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating a basic consti-
tution of an automated analyzer including blood co-
agulation analysis units of two modules according to
an embodiment (a fifth embodiment).
[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a diagram illustrating the consti-
tution of the blood coagulation analysis unit in the
automated analyzer according to the embodiment
(the fifth embodiment).
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating a basic con-
stitution of an automated analyzer including a bio-
chemical analysis unit and a blood coagulation anal-
ysis unit according to an embodiment (a sixth em-
bodiment).
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a top view illustrating an operation
of a light shielding mechanism at the time of sample
dispensation in an analysis unit according to an em-
bodiment (a second embodiment).
[Fig. 13] Fig. 13 is a diagram illustrating a relation
between disposition of first and second light shield-
ing mechanisms and a light shielding range accord-
ing to the embodiment (the first embodiment).
[Fig. 14] Fig. 14 is a time chart illustrating an opera-
tion at the time of an analysis operation in the anal-
ysis unit according to the embodiment (the first em-
bodiment). Description of Embodiments

[0017] Hereinafter, modes for carrying output the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
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ence to the drawings. The same reference numerals are
given to constituent elements having the same functions
as a whole, and the description thereof will be omitted.

First Embodiment

<Overall Configuration of Device>

[0018] Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating a basic constitu-
tion of an automated analyzer according to an embodi-
ment. Here, an example of a device performing blood
coagulation analysis will be described as a type of an
automated analyzer. As illustrating the drawing, an au-
tomated analyzer 100 mainly includes a sample disk 102,
a reagent disk 104, a sample dispensation mechanism
106, a reagent dispensation mechanism 107, a sample
dispensation port 108, an analysis port 109, a reactor
vessel supply unit 110, a first light shielding mechanism
117, a second light shielding mechanism 118, a reactor
vessel transfer mechanism 113, and a control unit 114.
[0019] The sample disk 102 is a unit with a disk shape
rotatable clockwise and counterclockwise and a plurality
of sample vessels (reagent vessels) 101 accommodating
a sample such as a standard sample or an examined
sample can be disposed on the circumference of the sam-
ple disk 102.
[0020] The reagent disk 104 is a unit with s disk shape
rotatable clockwise and counterclockwise and a plurality
of reagent vessels 103 accommodating reagents con-
taining components that react with examination items in-
cluded in the samples can be disposed on the circumfer-
ence of the reagent disk 104, as in the sample disk 102.
Although not illustrated in the drawing, the reagent disk
104 can also be configured such that the reagents in the
disposed reagent vessels 103 can be coldly reserved by
providing a cold reserving mechanism.
[0021] The reactor vessel transfer mechanism 113
transports a reactor vessel 105 used for analysis to carry
in from the reactor vessel supply unit 110 to the sample
dispensation port 108. After dispensation of the sample,
the reactor vessels 105 are carried out from the sample
dispensation port 108 and are transported to be carried
in the analysis port 109. After the analysis ends, the re-
actor vessel 105 in the analysis port 109 is carried out to
be transported to the reactor vessel discarding unit 112.
[0022] The sample dispensation mechanism 106
sucks the sample in the sample vessels 101 held in the
sample disk 102 and dispenses the sample into the re-
actor vessels 105 provided in the sample dispensation
port 108. Here, an operation of the sample dispensation
mechanism 106 is controlled based on an instruction of
the control unit 114 in association with an operation of a
sample syringe pump (not illustrated).
[0023] The reagent dispensation mechanism 107
sucks the reagent in the reagent vessels 103 held in the
reagent disk 104 and dispenses the reagent into the re-
actor vessels 105 which is provided in the analysis port
109 and to which the sample is dispensed. Here, an op-

eration of the reagent dispensation mechanism 107 is
controlled based on an instruction of the control unit 114
in association with an operation of a reagent syringe
pump (not illustrated).
[0024] A cleaning mechanism 111 cleans the sample
dispensation mechanism 106 and the reagent dispensa-
tion mechanism 107.
[0025] As a whole, the control unit 114 performs control
such as operations and condition settings of various con-
stitutions of the automated analyzer 100, such as open-
ing and closing operations of the sample disk 102, the
reagent disk 104, the first light shielding mechanism 117,
the second light shielding mechanism 118, horizontal and
vertical operations of the sample dispensation mecha-
nism 106 and the reagent dispensation mechanism 107,
operations of the sample syringe pump and the reagent
syringe pump (not illustrated), a supply operation for
cleaning water (not illustrated) in the cleaning mecha-
nism 111, operations of a light source 115 and photode-
tector units 116 of an analysis port 109a, and a data
processing operation such as calculation of a blood co-
agulation time based on a detection result or a density
of an object component. The control unit 114 in the draw-
ing is connected to each constituent element and controls
the whole automated analyzer, but can also be config-
ured to include a control unit independent for each con-
stituent unit.

<Constitution of Analysis Port>

[0026] Fig. 2 is a sectional view illustrating a basic con-
stitution of each analysis port in the analysis unit in the
automated analyzer according to the embodiment. In the
analysis port 109, a groove is formed to install the reactor
vessel 105. As illustrated in Fig. 1, the plurality of analysis
ports 109a are provided in the analysis unit 109 of the
automated analyzer according to the embodiment.
[0027] Accordingly, the reactor vessel 105 is provided
in each analysis port 109a, and thus a plurality of samples
can be simultaneously analyzed. In Fig. 1, the constitu-
tion in which the plurality of analysis ports 109a are dis-
posed in a line in the analysis unit 109 has been de-
scribed, but the present invention is not limited thereto,
but can be applied to various constitutions in accordance
with constitutions or operations of the other mechanisms.
For example, in a case in which the reagent dispensation
mechanism 107 or the reactor vessel transfer mecha-
nism 113 is configured to perform rotary movement rather
than the above-described horizontal movement, the
present invention can be applied to various configura-
tions of the analysis unit 109 in accordance with config-
urations or operations of another mechanism. For exam-
ple, the plurality of analysis ports 109a can be provided
along the circumference of the analysis unit 109 with a
circular disk shape.
[0028] Each analysis port 109a includes the light
source 115 and the photodetector units (detectors) 116
in one accommodated reactor vessel 105. FIG. 2 illus-
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trates the constitution in which one light source 115 and
two photodetector units 116 are provided for one reactor
vessel 105, but the present invention is not limited there-
to. For example, according to analysis conditions or the
like, the number of photodetector units 116 can be set to
one or can also be set to three or more for one reactor
vessel 105. The present invention can be applied to var-
ious constitutions as necessary. For example, the
number of light sources 115 can be similarly set to 2 or
more or one light source 115 can be set to 1 for the plu-
rality of reactor vessels 105.
[0029] As illustrated in the drawing, the light source
115 is installed below the reactor vessel 105 held in the
analysis port 109a and the photodetector units 116 are
installed on side surfaces of the reactor vessel 105 held
in the analysis port 109a and is at a height below the
height of a liquid surface in a state in which a whole quan-
tity of reaction liquid 704 (referring to a liquid mixture
consisting of a sample and a reagent) is accommodated.
The light from the light source 115 is radiated from the
lower side to the reaction liquid 704 in the reactor vessel
105 provided in the analysis port 109a, and thus is scat-
tered by deposits produced by reaction occurring in the
reaction liquid. As the deposits increases, the scattered
light also increases. Therefore, when the photodetector
units (detectors) 116 detect the scattered light, a quantity
of deposits can be obtained.
[0030] For example, when the sample and the reagent
react with each other in a blood coagulation examination
item, fibrin is deposited over time. Then, the quantity of
light scattered with the deposition of the fibrin is also in-
creased. By detecting the quantity of light, it is possible
to obtain a quantity of fibrinogen (Fbg) in the sample. By
similarly monitoring the amount of light using a reagent
corresponding to each examination item, it is also ana-
lyze other blood coagulation examination items such as
a prothrombin time (PT) and an activated partial throm-
boplastin time (APTT). For example, as illustrated in the
drawing, in a case in which the light source 115 is dis-
posed below the reactor vessel 105 provided in the anal-
ysis port 109a and the two photodetector units (detectors)
116 are disposed to face each other at 90° with respect
to an optical axis of the light source 115, the light radiated
from the light source 115 below the accommodated re-
actor vessel 105 is scattered due to the deposits of fibrin
in the reaction liquid, and the amount of scattered light
increases with an increase in the deposit of the fibrinogen
and is detected by the photodetector units (detectors)
116.

<Analysis Unit>

[0031] Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a basic
constitution of the analysis unit including the light shield-
ing mechanisms according to the embodiment. As de-
scribed above, the analysis unit 109 according to the em-
bodiment is configured to include the plurality of analysis
ports 109a. Here, the analysis unit 109 includes a first

light shielding mechanism 117 and a second light shield-
ing mechanism 118 above the accommodated reactor
vessels 105.
[0032] The first light shielding mechanism 117 includes
a driving unit (not illustrated in the drawing) that performs
opening and closing and moves in directions 117a and
117b in the drawing to perform opening and closing op-
erations based on an instruction of the control unit 114
illustrated in Fig. 1. That is, when the first light shielding
mechanism 117 is moved in the direction 117a on the
rear side of the sheet surface to open each analysis port
109a of the analysis unit 109. The first light shielding
mechanism 117 is moved in the direction 117b on the
front side of the sheet surface to shield each analysis
port 109a of the analysis unit 109 from light.
[0033] The second light shielding mechanism 118 is
provided between the first light shielding mechanism 117
and the analysis unit 109. In the second light shielding
mechanism 118, an opening part 1181 is formed so that
a mechanism such as a dispensation mechanism can
access the analysis port 109a at any position. Here, the
size of the opening part 1181 is set to a size by which
there is no interference at the time of accessing the mech-
anism such as the sample dispensation mechanism 106,
the reagent dispensation mechanism 107, or the reactor
vessel transfer mechanism 113 and the reactor vessel
105 accommodated in the analysis port 109a at an ad-
jacent position is hidden when viewed from the upper
side. For example, when the diameter of the reactor ves-
sel is about 7 mm, an interval of the analysis ports 109a
is about 18 mm, the diameter of the opening part 1181
may be equal to or greater than 7 mm and equal to or
less than 29 mm. Here, as the diameter of the opening
part is smaller, an influence of disturbance light can de-
crease. Therefore, the diameter of the opening part is
preferably set to a minimum diameter necessary when
the mechanism accesses the analysis port 109a.
[0034] The second light shielding mechanism 118 in-
cludes a driving unit (not illustrated in the drawing) that
moves the position of the opening part and operates in
directions oriented along a direction in which the reactor
vessels 105 of the plurality of analysis ports 109a are
arrayed, that is, the directions 118a and 118b, based on
an instruction of the control unit 114. That is, in the ex-
ample of the constitution illustrated in the drawing, when
the second light shielding mechanism 118 is moved in
the right direction 118a in the drawing, the opening part
1181 is moved from a position of No. 2 to a position of
No. 1 of the analysis port 109a. When the second light
shielding mechanism 118 is moved in the left direction
118b in the drawing, the opening part 1181 is moved from
the position of No. 2 to a position of No. 3 or No. 4 of the
analysis port 109a. In the drawing, the constitution in
which the opening part 1181 of the second light shielding
mechanism 118 is provided at one position is illustrated,
but the present invention is not limited thereto, but can
be applied to various constitutions. For example, the
opening parts can be set at two positions according to
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the analysis conditions.
[0035] A constitution in which the second light shielding
mechanism 118 includes the opening parts 1181 at two
positions will be described in a second embodiment.

<Operation of Light Shielding Mechanism>

[0036] Fig. 4 is a sectional view illustrating the consti-
tution of the light shielding mechanisms at the time of
sample dispensation in the analysis unit according to the
embodiment. In the drawing, the reagent dispensation
mechanism 107 is starting to perform a reagent ejecting
operation on the reactor vessel 105 disposed at the po-
sition of No. 2 of the analysis port 109a. As illustrated in
the drawing, when the reagent dispensation mechanism
107 is ejecting the reagent to the reactor vessel 105 dis-
posed at the position of No. 2 of the analysis port 109a,
it is necessary for the first light shielding mechanism to
be moved in the direction on the rear side of the sheet
surface with respect to the analysis unit 109 to open each
analysis port 109a of the analysis unit 109.
[0037] Here, Fig. 8 is a sectional view illustrating the
constitution of an analysis unit of the related art including
a plurality of analysis ports . That is, all the analysis ports
109a in the analysis unit 109 are open without including
the first light shielding mechanism 117 and the second
light shielding mechanism 118 according to the embod-
iment.
[0038] When light is incident on the analysis ports 109a
during analysis of disturbance light in a case in which a
liquid mixture consisting of a sample and a reagent has
turbidity, the incident light is scattered and incident on
the photodetector unit (detector) 116, and thus the light
causes irregularity of photometry data. For example, as
one of the disturbance light, light from the light source
115 of the analysis port 109a is used for description. As
illustrated in the drawing, light 401 incident on the reactor
vessel 105 in which the reaction liquid 704 is accommo-
dated from the light source 115 of the analysis port 109a
hits the reagent dispensation mechanism 107 during the
photometry operation, which is located above the reactor
vessel 105, to be reflected. As a result, reflected light 402
occurring due to the hitting is incident in a direction of
No. 3 of the adjacent analysis port 109a which is per-
forming a photometry operation and is detected by the
photodetector units (detectors) 116 (not illustrated) in the
analysis port 109a at this position, and thus the reflected
light 402 becomes noise. Here, even when a light shield-
ing mechanism (equivalent to the first light shielding
mechanism 117 according to the embodiment) that
serves to shield all the analysis ports 109a from light or
open all the analysis ports 109a of the analysis unit 109,
all the analysis ports 109a have to be opened in this con-
stitution in order to allow the reagent dispensation mech-
anism 107 to access one analysis port 109a. Therefore,
reflected light 402 occurring due to the hitting with the
reagent dispensation mechanism 107 enters in the di-
rection of the position of the analysis port 109a during

the photometry operation and causes noise. Further, at
this time, in order to suppress an influence of the noise,
it can also be considered to turn off the light source of
the analysis port 109a which is an access target of the
mechanism. However, since a change in the quantity of
light immediately after turning on the light source increas-
es due to a change in heat or a current. Therefore, this
consideration is not suitable for a case of an analysis
condition that measurement starts immediately after a
reagent is ejected to a sample particularly as in a blood
coagulation analyzer.
[0039] Here, referring back to Fig. 4, in the analysis
unit 109 including the light shielding mechanisms accord-
ing to the embodiment in contrast to the above-described
constitution of the related art, the second light shielding
mechanism 118 serves to block the reflected light 402
occurring due to the hitting with the reagent dispensation
mechanism 107. Therefore, there is no influence on the
photometry operation of No. 3 of the adjacent analysis
port 109a. Even when a traveling direction of the reflected
light 402 is different from the direction illustrated in the
drawing, it is possible to prevent the reflected light from
entering any position except for No. 2 of the analysis port
109a.
[0040] Then, at the position of No. 2 of the analysis
port 109a, the reagent dispensation mechanism 107 ac-
cesses the reactor vessel 105 through the opening part
1181 of the second light shielding mechanism 118 to eject
the reagent.
[0041] In the above-described constitution, for exam-
ple, the case in which the reagent dispensation mecha-
nism 107 accesses the reactor vessel 105 has been de-
scribed. Instead of this, even in a case in which the sam-
ple dispensation mechanism 106 or the reactor vessel
transfer mechanism 113 accesses the reactor vessel
105, the same advantageous effects can be obtained. In
the above-described example, the constitution in which
the second light shielding mechanism 118 including the
opening part is disposed below the first light shielding
mechanism 117 has been described. However, the first
light shielding mechanism 117 can also be provided be-
low the second light shielding mechanism 118. Even in
this case, although a light shielding range decreases, as
will be described, the same advantageous effect can be
obtained.
[0042] Here, a relation between the disposition of the
first and second light shielding mechanisms and a light
shielding range will be described with reference to Fig.
13. FIG. 13(a) illustrates a constitution in which the sec-
ond light shielding mechanism 118 including the opening
part is disposed below the first light shielding mechanism
117 and the disposition of the light shielding mechanisms
is the same as the disposition illustrated in Fig. 2. FIG.
13(b) illustrates a constitution in which the first light
shielding mechanism 117 is disposed below the second
light shielding mechanism 118 including the opening part.
At this time, the first light shielding mechanism 117 is
assumed to be in an open state. Here, r is a radius of the
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opening part, h is a distance from a light reception posi-
tion to a lower shutter, and Δh is a distance from the lower
shutter to an upper shutter. In a case in which a stray
light source is a cause of stray light is at distance of H
from the light reception position, a radiation range Ra of
the stray light source is (H 3 r)/(H - h) in Fig. 13(a). In
Fig. 13(b), a radiation range Rb of the stray light source
is (H 3 r)/(H - (h + Δh)). Thus, Ra < Rb is satisfied. That
is, the range in which light is shield in the constitution in
Fig. 13(a) increases.
[0043] When a distance between the ports is greater
than R, it is possible to prevent light from the stray light
source from entering.

<Operation of Light Shielding Mechanism>

[0044] Next, an example of an operation of each mech-
anism of the automated analyzer according to the em-
bodiment, that is, the light shielding mechanism, will be
described in more detail.
[0045] First, a sample dispensation operation will be
described with reference to Fig. 1. In the sample dispen-
sation operation for the reactor vessels 105, the reactor
vessel transfer mechanism 113 in the automated ana-
lyzer 100 grasps the reactor vessel 105 disposed in the
reactor vessel supply unit 110 and transport the reactor
vessel 105 to provide the reactor vessel 105 in the sample
dispensation port 108. The sample dispensation mech-
anism 106 is moved onto the sample vessel 101 provided
in the sample disk 102 to suck the sample accommodated
in the sample vessel 101. After the sample is sucked, the
sample dispensation mechanism 106 is moved onto the
reactor vessel 105 provided in the sample dispensation
port 108 to perform dispensation by ejecting the sample.
Subsequently, the reactor vessel transfer mechanism
113 grasps the reactor vessel 105 after the sample dis-
pensation and provides the reactor vessel 105 in the anal-
ysis unit 109.
[0046] Nest, an operation of the first light shielding
mechanism 117 and the second light shielding mecha-
nism 118 at the time of sample dispensation in the anal-
ysis unit 109 will be described with reference to FIGS.
5A and 5B. Fig. 5A is a top view illustrating an operation
of the light shielding mechanisms at the time of sample
dispensation in the analysis unit according to the embod-
iment. Fig. 5B is a flowchart illustrating the operation of
the light shielding mechanisms at the time of sample dis-
pensation in the analysis unit according to the embodi-
ment. Here, in the embodiment, the time of sample dis-
pensation has been described. The present invention can
also be applied to a case of access of another mechanism
accesses the reactor vessel, such as the time of providing
the reactor vessel 105 in the analysis port 109a or the
time of recovery for disposal. In a case in which the light
shielding mechanisms according to the embodiment are
used at the time of sample dispensation, it is possible to
also reduce the influence on the measurement result
caused due to scattering by the dispensation in addition

to the light shielding from the outside, as described
above. As described above, the operations of the first
light shielding mechanism 117, the second light shielding
mechanism 118, and the reagent dispensation mecha-
nism 107 are controlled by the control unit 114.
[0047] FIG. 5(a) illustrates a state in which the first light
shielding mechanism 117 is closed and the second light
shielding mechanism 118 is moved so that the opening
part 1181 of the second light shielding mechanism 118
is located at No. 1 of the analysis port 109a. Here, as an
operation, the first light shielding mechanism 117 first
moves in the state in which all the analysis ports are
closed (step 501) . The second light shielding mecha-
nism 118 is moved so that the opening part 1181 is lo-
cated at No. 1 which is the position of the predetermined
analysis port 109a which is an access target of another
mechanism such as the reagent dispensation mecha-
nism 107 (step 502) .
[0048] Subsequently, when the first light shielding
mechanism 117 is moved in the direction 117a in the
drawing (step 503), only the second light shielding mech-
anism 118 is located onto the analysis unit 109 in this
state as in Fig. 5(b). Here, in the state of Fig. 5(b), only
No. 1 of the analysis port 109a is exposed through the
opening part 1181, and the other analysis ports 109a are
shielded from light in this state. Accordingly, even while
the photometry is in progress for analysis in the analysis
ports 109a other than No. 1 of the analysis port 109a,
the access can be made without incidence of disturbance
light on the photodetector unit (detector) 116, such as
reflected light when the light from the light source 115 at
No. 1 of the analysis port 109a hits another mechanism
such as the reagent dispensation mechanism 107 or the
like, and an operation of ejecting the reagent to the re-
actor vessel 105 from the opening part 1181 can be per-
formed.
[0049] After various operations (step 504) such as the
access to No. 1 of the analysis port 109a and the reagent
dispensation end, the first light shielding mechanism 117
is moved in the direction 117b in the drawing so that the
first light shielding mechanism 117 shields all the analysis
ports 109a of the analysis unit 109 from light (step 505)
and enters the state of Fig. 5(c).
[0050] Subsequently, whether there is the analysis
port 109a which is a subsequent access target of the
mechanism is determined (step 506). Here, for example,
in a case in which the reagent is disposed to the reactor
vessel 105 at the position of No. 2 of the analysis port
109a, the second light shielding mechanism 118 is
moved in the direction 118b in the drawing from the state
of Fig. 5(c) and the opening part 1181 of the second light
shielding mechanism 118 is located at the position of No.
2 of the analysis port 109a, as illustrated in Fig. 5(d).
Here, in the embodiment, the case in which the mecha-
nism first accesses the position of No. 1 of the analysis
port 109a and subsequently another mechanism is
moved to the position of No. 2 of the analysis port 109a
which is a subsequent access target of the mechanism,
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that is, the case in which the second light shielding mech-
anism 118 is moved in the direction 118b in the drawing,
has been described. However, the second light shielding
mechanism 118 is sometimes moved in the direction
118a in the drawing according to a positional relation
between the position of the analysis port 109a first ac-
cessed by the mechanism and the position of the analysis
port 109a which is a subsequent access target.
[0051] Thereafter, the first light shielding mechanism
117 is moved in the direction 117a in the drawing and
enters the state of Fig. 5(e). In the state of Fig. 5(e), the
access to the reactor vessel 105 provided at the position
of No. 2 of the analysis port 109a through the opening
part 1181 of the second light shielding mechanism 118
is made to perform the operation such as the reagent
dispensation. At this time, because of the second light
shielding mechanism 118, disturbance light such as light
reflected from the mechanism such as the reagent dis-
pensation mechanism 107 may not enter the analysis
port 109a other than the position of the No. 2 of the anal-
ysis port 109a. Therefore, it is possible to prevent the
light from being incident on the photodetector unit 116 of
the analysis port 109a during the photometry.
[0052] Conversely, in a case in which the analysis port
109a which is the subsequent access target of the mech-
anism is absent, the operation ends here after Fig. 5(c).
[0053] In the above-described example, the case of
the sequential access from the position of No. 1 of the
analysis port 109a has been described, but the present
invention is not limited thereto. That is, according to the
above-described sequence, by performing control such
that the opening part 1181 of the second light shielding
mechanism 118 is moved to the position of the analysis
port 109a which is the access target of the various mech-
anisms, application to various aspects can be without
depending on the sequence of the analysis ports 109a
to be used and the same advantages can be obtained.
[0054] Here, Fig. 14 is a time chart illustrating an op-
eration at the time of an analysis operation in the analysis
unit according to the embodiment.
[0055] As described above, in the state in which all the
analysis ports 109a are shielded from light by the first
light shielding mechanism 117 in the constitution in which
the first light shielding mechanism 117 capable of shield-
ing all the analysis ports 109a from light and the second
light shielding mechanism 118 that includes the opening
part and shields some of the analysis ports 109a from
light among the plurality of analysis ports 109a are in-
cluded in the analysis unit 109 including the plurality of
analysis ports 109a, the second light shielding mecha-
nism 118 is moved so that the opening part 1181 is lo-
cated at the position of the predetermined analysis port
109a, the second light shielding mechanism 118 is sub-
sequently moved, and the first light shielding mechanism
117 is moved so that the light shielding by the first light
shielding mechanism 117 is excluded, and thus the inci-
dence of the disturbance light on the analysis port 109a
during the analysis is suppressed and the various mech-

anisms can be accessed to any analysis port 109a.

Second Embodiment

[0056] In the first embodiment, the constitution in which
the second light shielding mechanism 118 includes one
opening part 1181 has been described. Here, in the em-
bodiment, a constitution in which the second light shield-
ing mechanism 118 includes two opening parts 1181 will
be described with reference to Fig. 12.
[0057] Fig. 12 is a top view illustrating an operation of
light shielding mechanisms at the time of sample dispen-
sation in an analysis unit according to the embodiment.
Here, the second light shielding mechanism 118 includes
two spaced opening parts 1181 and 1182.
[0058] Fig. 12(a) illustrates a state in which the first
light shielding mechanism 117 is closed after the second
light shielding mechanism 118 is moved so that the open-
ing part 1181 of the second light shielding mechanism
118 is located at No. 1 of the analysis port 109a. Here,
any analysis port 109a is not yet located below the open-
ing part 1182 of the second light shielding mechanism
118.
[0059] Subsequently, when the first light shielding
mechanism is moved in the direction 117a in the drawing,
only the second light shielding mechanism 118 is located
onto the analysis unit 109 in this state as in Fig. 12 (b).
Here, in this state, only No. 1 of the analysis port 109a
is exposed through the opening part 1181 and all the
other analysis ports are shielded from light. Accordingly,
even while the photometry is in progress for analysis in
the analysis ports 109a other than No. 1 of the analysis
port 109a, the access can be made without incidence of
disturbance light on the photodetector unit (detector) 116,
such as reflected light when the light from the light source
115 at No. 1 of the analysis port 109a hits another mech-
anism such as the reagent dispensation mechanism 107
or the like, and an operation of ejecting the reagent to
the reactor vessel 105 from the opening part 1181 can
be performed.
[0060] Subsequently, when the first light shielding
mechanism 117 is moved in the direction 117b in the
drawing to shield all the analysis ports 109a of the anal-
ysis unit 109 from light, the first light shielding mechanism
117 enters the state of Fig. 12(c).
[0061] Subsequently, in a case in which there is the
analysis port 109a which is a subsequent access target
of the mechanism and the reagent is dispensed to the
reactor vessel, for example, at the position of No. 4 of
the analysis port 109a, the second light shielding mech-
anism 118 is moved in the direction 118a in the drawing
from the state of Fig. 12(c) and the opening part 1182 of
the second light shielding mechanism 118 is located at
the position of No. 4 of the analysis port 109a, as illus-
trated in Fig. 12(d).
[0062] In this way, in the constitution in which the sec-
ond light shielding mechanism 118 including the two
opening parts 1181 and 1182, a movement amount of
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the second light shielding mechanism 118 may be small
in a case of the access to the position of No. 4 after No.
1 of the analysis port 109a as in the above-described
example. That is, in the case of the second light shielding
mechanism 118 including one opening part 1181 accord-
ing to the first embodiment, the opening part 1181 is
moved by three positions of No. 2, No. 3, and No. 4 of
the analysis ports 109 in the direction 118b in the drawing
in order to move the opening part 1181 from the position
of No. 1 of the analysis port 109a to the position of No.
4. In the second light shielding mechanism 118 according
to the embodiment, the opening part 1182 can be located
at the position of No. 4 of the analysis port 109a by moving
the opening part 1182 in the direction 118b in the drawing
by one position, as described above.

Third Embodiment

[0063] In the above-described first embodiment, the
constitution in which the light source 115 of the analysis
unit 109a is disposed below the reactor vessel 105 pro-
vided in the analysis port 109a and the photodetector
units (detectors) 116 are disposed on the side surfaces
of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the analysis port
109a has been described. In the embodiment, a case in
which the light source 115 is disposed on a side surface
of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the analysis port
109a and the photodetector unit (detector) 116 is dis-
posed below the reactor vessel 105 provided in the anal-
ysis port 109a will be described.
[0064] Fig. 6 is a sectional view illustrating the consti-
tution of the analysis port according to an embodiment.
As illustrated in the drawing, light from the light source
115 disposed on a side surface of the reactor vessel 105
provided in the analysis port 109a is detected by the pho-
todetector unit (detector) 116 disposed below the reactor
vessel 105 provided in the analysis port 109a.
[0065] By disposing the light source 115 on the side
surface of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the analysis
port 109a, it is possible to reduce disturbance light from
the light source 115 since only light scattered in the re-
action liquid 704 is reflected to the mechanism.
[0066] In the above-described example, the number of
light sources and the number of photodetector units (de-
tectors) 116 are each set to 1, as described above, but
the present invention is not limited thereto, but can be
applied to various constitutions. For example, the number
of photodetector units 116 can be set to 2 or more or the
number of light sources 115 can be set to 2 or more for
one reactor vessel 105, or the number of light sources
115 can be set to 1 for the plurality of reactor vessels 105.

Fourth Embodiment

[0067] In the above-described first embodiment, the
constitution in which the light source 115 of the analysis
port 109a is disposed below the reactor vessel 105 pro-
vided in the analysis port 109a and the photodetector

units (detectors) 116 are disposed on the side surfaces
of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the analysis port
109a has been described. The light source 115 and the
photodetector unit (detector) 116 can be disposed to-
gether on sides of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the
analysis port 109a.
[0068] By disposing the light source 115 on the side
surface of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the analysis
port 109a, it is possible to reduce disturbance light since
only light scattered in the reaction liquid 704 in the light
from the light source 115 is reflected to the mechanism.
In addition, by disposing the photodetector unit (detector)
116 on a side surface of the reactor vessel 105 provided
in the analysis port 109a, it is possible to reduce the in-
fluence of disturbance light since only light scattered in
the reaction liquid 704 in the disturbance light enters the
photodetector unit (detector) 116.
[0069] As described above, the number of light sources
115 and the number of photodetector units (detectors)
116 are each set to 1, but the present invention is not
limited thereto, but can be applied to various constitu-
tions. For example, the number of photodetector units
(detectors) 116 can be set to 2 or more or the number of
light sources 115 can be set to 2 or more for one reactor
vessel 105, or the number of light sources 115 can be
set to 1 for the plurality of reactor vessels 105.
[0070] Fig. 7 is a top view illustrating the constitution
of the analysis port according to the embodiment. As il-
lustrated in the drawing, light from the light source 115
disposed on a side surface of the reactor vessel 105 pro-
vided in the analysis port 109a can be detected by the
photodetector unit (detector) 116 disposed on another
side surface of the reactor vessel 105 provided in the
analysis port 109a.

Fifth Embodiment

[0071] In the first embodiment, the device that per-
forms blood coagulation analysis as an example of the
automated analyzer has been described using the con-
stitution of a standalone type of device operated partic-
ularly as one independent device.
[0072] Incidentally, as an automated analyzer for clin-
ical examination, in addition to the standalone type of
device, there is a module type constitution in which anal-
ysis units of a plurality of analysis fields such as biochem-
ical analysis, immune analysis, and blood coagulation
analysis are connected to be operated as one device as
a whole using a common sample rack transport line for
operational efficiency of an examination laboratory.
[0073] In the embodiment, an application example of
an automated analyzer including blood coagulation anal-
ysis units of two modules will be described with reference
to Fig. 9 as an example of a module type of automated
analyzer.
[0074] Here, although not illustrated in the drawing, the
first light shielding mechanism 117 and the second light
shielding mechanism 118 according to the embodiment
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are applied to analysis units 926 and 927 in Fig. 9 and
an analysis unit 1006 in Fig. 10, respectively. Since the
constitution of the light shielding mechanisms is the same
as that of the above-described embodiments, the de-
tailed description thereof will be omitted. Here, in the case
of the module type of device, the number of analysis ports
in each analysis unit is greater than that of the standalone
type of device.
[0075] Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating a basic constitu-
tion of an automated analyzer including blood coagula-
tion analysis units of two modules according to the em-
bodiment. As illustrated in the drawing, a module type of
automated analyzer 900 includes a first blood coagula-
tion analysis unit 912 and a second blood coagulation
analysis unit 917 which are a plurality of analysis units
analyzing a reaction liquid which is a liquid mixture con-
sisting of a sample and a reagent and includes transport
lines 904 and 905 which transport a sample rack 901 on
which sample vessels accommodating samples are
mounted in order to supply the sample to each analysis
unit.
[0076] As an example of a transport system that trans-
ports the sample rack 901 on which the sample vessel
in which a sample such as blood plasma which is an
analysis target is entered is mounted, the drawing illus-
trates a rack supply unit 902 which supplies the sample
rack 901 onto the transport line 904; a rack reception unit
903 which accommodates the sample rack 901 transmit-
ted onto the transport line 905 after the analysis ends; a
transport line (in an advance direction) 904 and a trans-
port line (in a return direction) 905 which transport the
sample rack 901 to each analysis unit, a rack standby
unit 906 which allows the sample rack waiting for analysis
to stand by; a rack handling mechanism 907 which trans-
fers the sample rack 901 between the transport lines 904
and 905 and the rack standby unit 906 and in the rack
standby unit 906; a rack dispensation mechanism 909
which dispenses a destination of the rack on the transport
line 905 based on information regarding the sample rack
901; a rack returning mechanism 908 which moves the
distributed sample rack 901 to the rack reception unit
903; an emergency sample rack inserting unit 910 which
inserts the sample rack 901 in which emergency analysis
is necessary; and a reading unit (transport line) 911 which
reads information such as a barcode attached to the sam-
ple rack 901 on the transport line 904.
[0077] A transport system of the first blood coagulation
analysis unit 912 disposed along the transport line 904
includes: a reading unit (first blood coagulation analysis
unit) 916 which compares analysis request information
regarding the sample accommodated in the sample rack
901 from the transport line 904; a first rack carrying mech-
anism 914 which receives the sample rack 901 from the
transport line 904; a first dispensation line 913 which in-
cludes a sampling area to which the sample is dispensed
and in which the sample rack 901 can stand by until start
of the dispensation of the sample; and a first rack han-
dling mechanism 915 which reversely transports the

sample rack 901 to the transport lines 904 and 905 after
the dispensation of the sample.
[0078] As in the constitution of the transport system of
the second blood coagulation analysis unit 912 described
above, a transport system of the second blood coagula-
tion analysis unit 917 disposed along the transport line
904 includes: a reading unit (first blood coagulation anal-
ysis unit) 921 which compares analysis request informa-
tion regarding the sample accommodated in the sample
rack 901 from the transport line 904, a second rack car-
rying mechanism 919 which receives the sample rack
901 from the transport line 904, a second dispensation
line 918 which includes a sampling area to which the
sample is dispensed and in which the sample rack 901
can stand by, and a second rack handling mechanism
920 which reversely transports the sample rack 901 to
the transport lines 904 and 905 after the dispensation of
the sample.
[0079] As a whole, the control unit 922 controls condi-
tion settings or operations of various constitutions of the
automated analyzer 900 such as a transport operation
for the above-described sample rack 901, an operation
of dispensation a sample or a reagent, an operation of
distributing and carrying in and out a sample 901 based
on reading information, a data processing operation such
as a blood coagulation time or calculation of the density
of a target component based on a detection result. An
input unit 925 such as a keyboard which inputs various
kinds of data regarding analysis conditions, an instruc-
tion, or the like from an operator, a storage unit 923 which
stores the input information, reading information from the
sample, the reagent, and the like, and information re-
garding the detection result, and an output unit 924 which
displays a graphical user interface (GUI) related to the
detection result and various operations of the automated
analyzer 900 are connected to the control unit 922. In
the drawing, the control unit 922 can be connected to
each constituent unit to control the whole automated an-
alyzer and can also be configured to include a control
unit independent for each constituent unit.
[0080] Next, the constitution of the blood coagulation
analysis unit described above with reference to Fig. 10
will be described in more detail. In Fig. 10, the blood
coagulation analysis unit includes: a sample dispensa-
tion mechanism 1017 which dispenses the sample ac-
commodated in the sample vessel on the sample rack to
a reactor vessel 1001 used for measurement; a sample
dispensation port 1016 in which the reactor vessel 1001
which is a target of the sample dispensation operation
can be disposed; a standby unit 1011 which includes a
plurality of standby ports 1010 accommodating the reac-
tor vessel in a standby state; a reactor vessel transfer
mechanism 1012 which transports the reactor vessel
1001 and a reactor vessel magazine 1002 in which the
plurality of reactor vessels 1001 are stocked and carries
in and out to each position as necessary; a preheating
port 1009 which includes a plurality of preheating ports
1008 of which temperature is adjusted to 37°C to increase

17 18 



EP 3 343 231 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the temperature of a sample immediately before meas-
urement of a blood coagulation time or a preprocessed
sample subjected to a process such as dilution; an anal-
ysis unit 1007 which includes a plurality of analysis ports
1010 of which temperature is similarly adjusted to 37°C
to measure a blood coagulation time; a reagent disk 1004
in which reagent cassettes 1003 containing a reagent
bottle in which a reagent is enclosed are disposed in a
circumferential form and of which temperature is adjusted
to about 10°C; a reagent cassette transport mechanism
1015 which transports the reagent cassettes 1003 dis-
posed in the reagent cassette supply unit 1013 to the
reagent disk 1004; a reagent information reading unit
1005 which reads a barcode in which a measurement
item of the reagent cassette 1003 transported to the re-
agent disk 1004, an expiration date, or the like is input
or reagent information from a medium such as RFID; a
reagent cassette reception unit 1014 which receives the
reagent cassette 1003 no longer used and taken out from
the reagent disk 1004 by the reagent cassette transport
mechanism 1015; a reactor vessel discarding unit 1023
which discards the used reactor vessel 1001; a sample
probe cleaning tank 1018 which cleans a sample probe;
a first reagent probe cleaning tank 1020 which cleans a
reagent probe of the first reagent dispensation mecha-
nism 1019; and a second reagent probe cleaning tank
1022 which cleans a reagent probe of the second reagent
dispensation mechanism 1021.
[0081] Here, although not illustrated in the drawing, as
in the above-described embodiments, each of the anal-
ysis ports 1010 in the analysis unit 1007 includes an op-
tical system including a light source which radiates light
to a reaction liquid which is a liquid mixture consisting of
a sample and a reagent accommodated in the reactor
vessel 1001 and a photodetector unit (detector) which
detects light from the light source.
[0082] A blood coagulation time is measured through
calculation in the control unit 922 based on data of the
detected light.

Sixth Embodiment

[0083] In the fifth embodiment, the automated analyzer
including the blood coagulation analysis unit of two mod-
ules has been described. Here, an application example
to a module type automated analyzer including a plurality
of analysis unit for different analysis fields will be de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 11.
[0084] Here, although not illustrated in the drawing, the
constitutions of the first light shielding mechanism 117
and the second light shielding mechanism 118 and the
analysis units 926 and 927 in Fig. 11 according to the
embodiment are the same as those of the above-de-
scribed embodiment. Therefore, the detailed description
thereof will be omitted. However, in the case of the mod-
ule type device, the number of analysis ports in each
analysis unit is greater than that of the standalone type
of device. Each of the analysis ports in the analysis units

926 and 927 includes an optical system including a light
source that radiates light to a reaction liquid which is a
liquid mixture consisting of a reagent and a sample ac-
commodated in the reactor vessel and a photodetector
unit (detector) that detects the light from the light source,
as in the above-described embodiments.
[0085] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating a basic consti-
tution of the automated analyzer including a biochemical
analysis unit and a blood coagulation analysis unit ac-
cording to the embodiment. An automated analysis de-
vice 1100 is different from the automated analyzer 900
according to the fourth embodiment in that a biochemical
analysis unit 1101 is included in addition to the first blood
coagulation analysis unit 912 and the second blood co-
agulation analysis unit 917 described above. Although
not illustrated in detail in the drawing, the biochemical
analysis unit 1101 includes a reagent disk 1102 on which
a sample dispensation mechanism sucking a sample
from a sample rack 1104 and ejecting the sample into
the reactor vessel and the reagent vessel accommodat-
ing a reagent are mounted and a reaction disk 1103 which
includes a reagent dispensation mechanism sucking the
reagent from the reagent vessel and ejecting the reagent
into the reactor vessel and an optical system including a
light source that radiates light to a reaction liquid and a
photodetector unit (detector) that detects the light from
the light source. The control unit 922 obtains the density
of an object component or the like based on data detected
in the biochemical analysis unit 1101 by calculation.
[0086] The disposition of the biochemical analysis unit
1101, the first blood coagulation analysis unit 912, and
the second blood coagulation analysis unit 917 is not
particularly limited. To suppress congestion of the sam-
ple rack 1004, it is preferable to dispose the biochemical
analysis unit 1101 having a high specimen processing
ability on the upstream side, that is, near a position at
which the sample rack is supplied.
[0087] The present invention is not limited to the fore-
going embodiments and includes various modification
examples. For example, the foregoing embodiments
have been described in detail in order to facilitate the
understanding of the present invention, and the present
invention is not limited to a case in which the described
constitutions are necessarily provided. Some of the con-
stitutions of a certain embodiment can be substituted with
the constitutions of another embodiment and the consti-
tutions of another embodiment can also be added to the
constitutions of a certain embodiment. Addition, deletion,
or substitution of other constitutions can be made in some
of the constitutions of each embodiment.

Reference Signs List

[0088]

100 automated analyzer
101 sample vessel
102 sample disk
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103 reagent vessel
104 reagent disk
105 reactor vessel
106 sample dispensation mechanism
107 reagent dispensation mechanism
107a reagent dispensation probe
108 sample dispensation port
109 analysis unit
109a analysis port
110 reactor vessel supply unit
111 cleaning mechanism
112 reactor vessel discarding unit
113 reactor vessel transfer mechanism
114 control unit
115 light source
116 photodetector unit (detector)
117 first light shielding mechanism
117a, 117b movement direction of first light shielding
mechanism
118 second light shielding mechanism
118a, 118b movement direction of second light
shielding mechanism
1181, 1182 opening part of second light shielding
mechanism
704 reaction liquid (liquid mixture consisting of sam-
ple and reagent)
900 automated analyzer (module type)
901 sample rack
902 rack supply unit
903 rack reception unit
904 transport line (in advance direction)
905 transport line (in return direction)
906 rack standby unit
907 rack handling mechanism
908 rack returning mechanism
909 rack distribution mechanism
910 emergency sample rack inserting unit
911 reading unit (transport line)
912 first blood coagulation analysis unit
913 first dispensation line
914 first rack carrying mechanism
915 first rack handling mechanism
916 reading unit (first blood coagulation analysis
unit)
917 second blood coagulation analysis unit
918 second dispensation line
919 second rack carrying mechanism
920 second rack handling mechanism
921 reading unit (second blood coagulation analysis
unit)
922 control unit
923 storage unit
924 output unit
925 input unit
926 first analysis unit
927 second analysis unit
1001 reactor vessel
1002 reactor vessel magazine

1003 reagent cassette
1004 reagent disk
1005 reagent information reading unit
1006 analysis port
1007 analysis unit
1008 preheating port
1009 preheating unit
1010 standby port
1011 standby unit
1012 reactor vessel transfer mechanism
1013 reagent cassette supply unit
1014 reagent cassette reception unit
1015 reagent cassette transport mechanism
1016 sample dispensation port
1017 sample dispensation mechanism
1018 sample probe cleaning tank
1019 first reagent dispensation mechanism
1020 first reagent probe dispensation mechanism
1021 second reagent dispensation mechanism
1022 second reagent probe cleaning tank
1023 reactor vessel discarding unit
1100 automated analyzer (module type)
1101 biochemical analysis unit
1102 reagent disk
1103 reaction disk
1104 sample disk

Claims

1. An automated analyzer comprising:

a reactor vessel that accommodates a liquid
mixture consisting of a sample and a reagent;
a dispensation mechanism that dispenses the
sample and the reagent to the reactor vessel;
an analysis unit that includes a plurality of anal-
ysis ports each including an optical system
formed by a light source radiating light to the
reactor vessel accommodating the liquid mix-
ture and a photodetector unit receiving the light
radiated from the light source;
a first light shielding mechanism that shields all
the analysis ports from light among the plurality
of analysis ports;
a second light shielding mechanism that in-
cludes an opening part and shields some of the
analysis ports from light among the plurality of
analysis ports; and
a control unit that controls operations of the dis-
pensation mechanism, the first light shielding
mechanism, and the second light shielding
mechanism,
wherein the control unit moves the second light
shielding mechanism to place the opening part
at a position of a predetermined analysis port in
a state in which all the analysis ports are shield-
ed from light by the first light shielding mecha-

21 22 



EP 3 343 231 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

nism, and
wherein the first light shielding mechanism is
moved so that the light shielding by the first light
shielding mechanism is excluded after the sec-
ond light shielding mechanism is moved.

2. The automated analyzer according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit controls the dispensation
mechanism such that the dispensation mechanism
accesses the predetermined analysis port through
the opening part after the second light shielding
mechanism is moved.

3. The automated analyzer according to claim 2,
wherein the control unit controls the optical system
such that the light is radiated to the reactor vessel
accommodated in the analysis port shielded from
light by the second light shielding mechanism and
the radiated light is received when the dispensation
mechanism accesses the predetermined analysis
port.

4. The automated analyzer according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a transfer mechanism that transports the reactor
vessel to a predetermined position of the anal-
ysis port to carry in and out the reactor vessel,
wherein the control unit controls the transfer
mechanism such that the transfer mechanism
accesses the predetermined analysis port
through the opening part after the second light
shielding mechanism is moved.

5. The automated analyzer according to claim 4,
wherein the control unit controls the optical system
such that the light is radiated to the reactor vessel
accommodated in the analysis port shielded from
light by the second light shielding mechanism and
the radiated light is received when the transfer mech-
anism accesses the predetermined analysis port.

6. The automated analyzer according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a transfer mechanism that transports the reactor
vessel to a predetermined position of the anal-
ysis port to carry in and out the reactor vessel,
wherein the control unit moves the second light
shielding mechanism such that the opening part
is located at the position of the predetermined
analysis port in a state in which all the analysis
ports are shielded from light by the first light
shielding mechanism,
wherein the control unit moves the first light
shielding mechanism so that the light shielding
by the first shielding mechanism is excluded af-
ter the second light shielding mechanism is

moved, and
wherein the control unit performs control such
that at least one of the dispensation mechanism
and the transfer mechanism accesses the pre-
determined analysis port through the opening
part after the second light shielding mechanism
is moved.

7. The automated analyzer according to claim 1,
wherein the light source is configured to radiate the
light from a lower side of the reactor vessel held in
the analysis port.

8. The automated analyzer according to claim 1,
wherein the photodetector unit is configured to re-
ceive the light from a lower side of the reactor vessel
held in the analysis port.

9. The automated analyzer according to claim 1,
wherein the analysis unit is configured such that the
plurality of analysis ports are disposed in series.

10. The automated analyzer according to claim 1,
wherein the analysis unit is configured such that the
plurality of analysis ports are disposed in a circum-
ferential form.

11. An automated analyzer comprising:

a transport line that transports a sample rack
holding a sample vessel which accommodates
a sample;
a plurality of analysis units that are disposed
along the transport line; and
a control unit that controls the transportation of
the sample rack,
wherein the analysis unit includes

a sample dispensation mechanism that dis-
penses the sample accommodated in the
sample vessel held in the sample rack on
the transport line to the reactor vessel in the
analysis unit,
a reagent dispensation mechanism that dis-
penses a reagent to the reactor vessel to
which the sample is dispensed,
an analysis unit that includes a plurality of
analysis ports each including an optical sys-
tem formed by a light source radiating light
to the reactor vessel accommodating the
liquid mixture consisting of the sample and
the reagent and a photodetector unit receiv-
ing the light radiated from the light source,
a first light shielding mechanism that shields
all the analysis ports from light among the
plurality of analysis ports,
a second light shielding mechanism that in-
cludes an opening part and shields some of
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the analysis ports from light among the plu-
rality of analysis ports, and
a control unit that controls operations of the
dispensation mechanism, the first light
shielding mechanism, and the second light
shielding mechanism,

wherein the control unit moves the second light
shielding mechanism to place the opening part
at a position of a predetermined analysis port in
a state in which all the analysis ports are shield-
ed from light by the first light shielding mecha-
nism, and
wherein the first light shielding mechanism is
moved so that the light shielding by the first light
shielding mechanism is excluded after the sec-
ond light shielding mechanism is moved.

12. An analysis method in an automated analyzer includ-
ing a reactor vessel that accommodates a liquid mix-
ture consisting of a sample and a reagent, a dispen-
sation mechanism that dispenses the sample and
the reagent to the reactor vessel, an analysis unit
that includes a plurality of analysis ports each includ-
ing an optical system formed by a light source radi-
ating light to the reactor vessel accommodating the
liquid mixture and a photodetector unit receiving the
light radiated from the light source, a first light shield-
ing mechanism that shields all the analysis ports
from light among the plurality of analysis ports, a
second light shielding mechanism that includes an
opening part and shields some of the analysis ports
from light among the plurality of analysis ports, and
a control unit that controls operations of the dispen-
sation mechanism, the first light shielding mecha-
nism, and the second light shielding mechanism, the
method comprising:

moving, by the control unit, the second light
shielding mechanism to place the opening part
at a position of a predetermined analysis port in
a state in which all the analysis ports are shield-
ed from light by the first light shielding mecha-
nism, and
moving, by the control unit, the first light shield-
ing mechanism so that the light shielding by the
first light shielding mechanism is excluded after
the second light shielding mechanism is moved.
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