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(54) METHOD OF REGISTERING DEVICES

(57) A telecommunications device is provided. The
telecommunications device comprises a processor con-
figured such that the device sends a first message to a
database management component, the first message
containing a communications key encrypted by a data-
base management component key. The processor is fur-
ther configured such that the device receives a second

message from the database management component,
the second message encrypted by the communications
key. The processor is further configured such that, when
the device is able to decrypt the second message, the
device considers the database management component
to be legitimate.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Television broadcasts in the United States have
recently switched from analog communication to digital
communication. The frequency bands that have been
made available by this switch are referred to as TV white
space (TVWS). A device that can use TVWS is referred
to as a TV band device (TVBD), or might be referred to
herein simply as a device. A TVBD may be a fixed device
(e.g., an access point), a mobile/portable device, or both.
[0002] The Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) in the United States has established regulations
for TVWS channel usage that require TVBDs to be reg-
istered with a database manager and to consult a data-
base of available TVWS channels before transmitting on
any TVWS channels. This is necessary in order to assure
coordination of usage with the primary broadcasting serv-
ices. A TVBD must also provide the database with infor-
mation about its ownership and operation. This informa-
tion is to be made available to the FCC to assist in the
mitigation/resolution of interference between primary us-
ers (TV broadcast systems) and TVBDs. Hereinafter, the
term "FCC" might refer specifically to the communica-
tions regulatory agency in the United States or generi-
cally to any communications regulatory agency.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] For a more complete understanding of this dis-
closure, reference is now made to the following brief de-
scription, taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings and detailed description, wherein like reference
numerals represent like parts.

Figure 1 illustrates television band device (TVBD)
certification and registration and television white
space channel assignment.
Figure 2 illustrates a structure and creation of an
encrypted manufacturer’s certificate for a TVBD, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 3 illustrates a structure and creation of a
signed manufacturer’s certificate for a TVBD, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 4 illustrates an apparatus in a TVBD for reg-
istrar/database authentication/security, according to
an embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 5 illustrates a structure of a regulator’s certif-
icate in an encrypted form, according to an embod-
iment of the disclosure.
Figure 6 illustrates information sent to a regis-
trar/manager for a registration or a query with priva-
cy, according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 7 illustrates information sent to the FCC for
interference resolution, according to an embodiment
of the disclosure.
Figure 8 illustrates a structure of a manager’s en-

crypted certificate, according to an embodiment of
the disclosure.
Figure 9 illustrates an exchange of information be-
tween a TVBD and a registrar/database manager,
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 10 illustrates messages exchanged between
a TVBD and a database manager, according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.
Figure 11 illustrates a processor and related com-
ponents suitable for implementing the several em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0004] It should be understood at the outset that al-
though illustrative implementations of one or more em-
bodiments of the present disclosure are provided below,
the disclosed systems and/or methods may be imple-
mented using any number of techniques, whether cur-
rently known or in existence. The disclosure should in no
way be limited to the illustrative implementations, draw-
ings, and techniques illustrated below, including the ex-
emplary designs and implementations illustrated and de-
scribed herein, but may be modified within the scope of
the appended claims along with their full scope of equiv-
alents.
[0005] The procedures specified by the FCC regula-
tions do not include any means to authenticate either the
TVBD or the databases or to insure the privacy of the
operator’s information. Without such authentication pro-
cedures, the registration, channel assignment, and co-
ordination process is open to abuse and to causing in-
terference among users. The embodiments described
herein provide methods and apparatus to facilitate the
authentication of the TVBD and the databases that are
simple and low cost. These techniques do not require
specialized hardware in the TVBD and also provide pri-
vacy protection for the TVBD’s location and commercial
information. While the embodiments disclosed herein will
be described in the context of the authentication of
TVBDs and their associated databases, it should be un-
derstood that these descriptions are merely examples.
The methods and apparatus disclosed herein may be
applicable to other components and in other situations.
[0006] By way of background, a description is now pro-
vided of the scenario that the FCC requires for a TVBD
to register and consult with a TVWS database. Although
this description is specific to the FCC’s regulations, other
jurisdictions (e.g., EU, OFCOM) have similar require-
ments for database access for white space channel as-
signments, and the embodiments herein are also appli-
cable to such other environments.
[0007] The registration and channel assignment proc-
ess as outlined by the FCC is depicted in Figure 1. The
illustration shows the relationship among the regulator
("FCC") 102, the TVWS database manager 104, the
TVBD manufacturer 106, the TVBD installer 108, and the
TVBD owner/operator 110. The objective of the process
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is for a TVBD 112 to be given a TVWS channel assign-
ment that is coordinated with the primary usage of the
TV band’s local broadcasting (and broadcast auxiliary)
services.
[0008] The FCC 102 administers the TVWS channels
114 and provides a process to provide device certification
116 through its testing laboratories and procedures.
TVWS channel management is delegated to a number
of TVWS database managers (line 2) 104. Although only
one TVWS database manager 104 is illustrated in the
figure, a plurality of TVWS database managers could be
present. The TVWS database manager 104 is responsi-
ble for maintaining records of TVBDs 112, their usage of
channels, and their location in a TVBD repository 118.
The database manager 104 also maintains a TV channel
database 120 that indicates the availability of white space
channels for each location. The dotted line X in the dia-
gram denotes the delegation of the functions of the re-
pository 118 and the database 120 to the database man-
ager 104 and that the FCC 102 may access the informa-
tion in the database manager’s files. The database man-
ager 104 is also required to share aspects of its informa-
tion with other database managers. The dotted line Y
indicates that the channel database 120 may also contain
information about channel availability in addition to that
provided by the FCC’s records (e.g., cable head-end re-
ceiver locations and information from other database
managers).
[0009] When the TVBD manufacturer 106 develops a
TVBD 112, the device 112 is certified as compliant with
the FCC’s applicable regulations (e.g., by testing in the
FCC’s laboratories) (lines 1). When this certification is
achieved, the manufacturer 106 receives an FCC device
ID number 122 for the product (line 1a). The FCC 102
maintains its own files (FCC database 124) of certified
devices 112 and their manufacturers 106 and FCC ID
numbers 122. The FCC device ID number 122 is a device
model identification and not a serial number for identify-
ing an individual device. Individual devices 112 with FCC
ID numbers 122 also have their own unique serial num-
bers.
[0010] When the TVBD 112 is sold, the TVBD installer
108 registers the device 112 with the TVWS database
120 using the FCC device ID number 122 and the TVWS
device’s location 126 (where it is installed). The TVWS
database manager 104 stores the device’s information
(FCC ID number 122 and location 126 as well as details
of the device owner 110) in the TVBD repository 118
(lines 3). The information required by the FCC 102 for
entry into the database repository 118 when either a mo-
bile TVBD 112 or a fixed TVBD 112 is registered for op-
eration includes the device’s FCC ID number 122, serial
number, and location 126. For a device 112 in a fixed
location, additional information that is to be provided in-
cludes the name of the individual or business that is re-
sponsible for the device, the name of a contact person
responsible for the device’s operation, an address for the
contact person, an email address for the contact person,

and a phone number for the contact person.
[0011] When the TVBD owner/operator 110 (who may
also be the installer 108) wishes to use a TVWS channel
114 for communications, the owner/operator 110 con-
tacts the TVWS database manager 104 (referencing the
device’s current location 126) and inquires about avail-
able channels at the device’s location 126 (lines 4). The
response from the TVWS database manager’s TV chan-
nel database 120 may list the available TVWS channels
114 (line 4a). In some locations there may be no TVWS
channels 114 available. The device 112 may choose one
of the available channels 114 as its TVWS channel as-
signment 128 (line 5). The list of available channels 114
may also be received by the TVBD 112 at the time of
registration, but the TVBD 112 is required to maintain
periodic contact with the TV channel database 120 to be
informed of any changes in the channel availability for its
location.
[0012] The FCC 102 may appoint more than one da-
tabase manager 104, which may also be referred to here-
in as the "registrar". The managers 104 may provide their
services in a stand-alone manner or in cooperation with
other managers 104. The database manager 104 and
the registrar may be the same entity, or they may be
separate. The plurality of database managers 104 share
information about registrations with each other. Data-
base managers 104 may also include in their databases
120 other systems operating in the TV bands such as
TV-cable head end locations and other broadcast auxil-
iary services (e.g., wireless microphones). Including
these types of systems in the database 120 protects their
operation by assuring their local areas are excluded from
TVBD operation.
[0013] In the FCC’s regulations, the TVWS database
managers 104 are permitted to charge fees for registra-
tion and for queries to their database 120 of available
channels. Some TVWS database managers 104 may ex-
pect to make a business from the charging of fees for
registration and queries to the database 120 to check for
available channels. Registration of each TVBD 112 is
required when it is first deployed. The channel database
queries are required of fixed TVBDs 112 at installa-
tion/power-on and periodically thereafter (e.g., 24 hours).
Mobile devices 112 must also register with the database
registrar/manager 104 at power-on and check the chan-
nel availability each time they change their location or at
a maximum interval of 24 hours.
[0014] As there are regulatory requirements for devic-
es to interact with the database regularly, it may be de-
sirable to have procedures whereby the devices and da-
tabase managers can guard against fraud, particularly
as there may be fees involved for registration and each
database query interaction. TVBDs may need to verify
that they are registering and querying legitimate data-
base managers, and the database managers may need
to verify that they only register and interact with certified
TVBDs (and other certified database managers) and that
their fees can be collected. Also, especially for mobile
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devices which may change location frequently, it is de-
sirable to keep query charges to a minimum and for
charges to be allocated to the correct TVBD or account.
As the interactions among the devices and the database
managers may transpire over the Internet there is the
potential for "impersonating" managers to be created to
falsely collect fees and for "cloned" devices to be created
to obtain access to the TVWS channels by charging the
fees to other devices. Some TVBD users and some reg-
ulatory domains may also have concerns about the pri-
vacy of location and commercial information associated
with their TVBDs.
[0015] While there are many security methods in use
in the Internet, it is desirable that the security methods
used by TVBDs be of extremely low cost as they are
competing in a market in which alternative bands may
not have database managers and fees may not be col-
lected. TVBDs should not be required, for example, to
implement complex, computationally intensive crypto-
graphic processes or to be involved in complex protocol
interactions with the database managers. Because of the
large volume and the low cost of TVBDs (e.g., millions
of devices sold per year), it is also not practical for each
of the devices and the database managers to hold indi-
vidual secret keys or for there to be prearranged shared
secrets between the database managers and the TVBDs.
[0016] For example, the common Internet security
methods often have two stages. One establishes a se-
cure ("private") link between the two ends of the connec-
tion. The second authenticates the end devices (e.g., ver-
ifies their identity). These stages may be independent;
that is, some methods may not establish a secure link,
and some combine the secure link and authentication
process. In a typical Internet exchange, a secure link is
established and then the devices are authenticated using
an exchange of a user name and a password. Authenti-
cating TVBDs with a user name and password is unde-
sirable as it requires a prearranged name and password
to be established for each individual device, which is im-
practical for many millions of low cost devices.
[0017] Other Internet protocols, such as Extensible Au-
thentication Protocol-Transport Layer Security (EAP-
TLS) for example, make use of public key cryptography
techniques in which each device has a unique public/pri-
vate key pair. However, for device authentication, the
public key of each device needs to be known to the da-
tabase manager. This is usually achieved using a trusted
authority ("certificate authority") which holds all the public
keys and can provide a certified copy of the key to the
database manager wanting to authenticate the TVBD.
However, undesirably, this involves the expense and
complexity of another database and also requires the
TVBD to be capable of performing complex public key
cryptographic procedures.
[0018] It may also not be practical to use the authen-
tication techniques (e.g., a Subscriber Identification Mod-
ule (SIM) card) used by some mobile phone systems.
Such systems require a preregistration of each individual

mobile phone account with a service provider (or network
operator), and only that provider may verify the device’s
identity. Some protocols (e.g., EAP SIM and EAP AKA)
are available to enable a mobile device’s authenticity to
be confirmed to an outside party, and these may be used
to authenticate TVBDs that are also mobile network de-
vices. However, generally, it is not practical for every
TVBD to also maintain a mobile network subscription.
The common Internet and mobile network security pro-
tocols are thus not suitable by themselves for simple and
low cost mutual authentication between a TVBD and a
database manager.
[0019] Although there has been discussion of the con-
cept of the database managers providing their services
free of charge, which would minimize the need for TVBD
security processes, such a practice seems unlikely due
to there being a real cost involved in managing the TVWS
registration service and database as stipulated by the
FCC’s regulations. Even if the database queries are free,
there are still communications charges that may be ap-
plicable.
[0020] In addition to these security concerns, TVBDs
may need to be able to register automatically after sale
(i.e., they may not be preregistered). TVBDs may also
need to change their registration if they move to new
locations or if new database managers are assigned or
business arrangements evolve.
[0021] It would be advantageous for there to be a meth-
od of providing security among TVBDs and database ad-
ministrators that did not require additional cryptographic
processes in the TVBDs and that did not require secrets
(e.g., keys) to be assigned and maintained between de-
vices and database managers or key authorities or se-
curity servers. The method should protect against imper-
sonators acting as database managers (for collecting
fees) and for device identities being cloned to avoid pay-
ing channel database access fees. It would be advanta-
geous if the method accommodated changes in owner-
ship and business arrangements for device owners and
database managers and provided protection against
common Internet scams and denial of service attacks. It
would also be advantageous if the registration and TVWS
database inquiry process protected the privacy of the lo-
cation and contact information of the TVBD.
[0022] The embodiments disclosed herein address
these issues with the objective of minimum cost to the
TVBD operator, manufacturer, and database operator.
The embodiments place no requirement, for example,
for the database managers to maintain lists of secret keys
for TVBDs. There is also no requirement for a TVBD to
have any knowledge of the keys or cryptographic process
associated with its certificate. The methods and appara-
tus provided in these embodiments provide a superior
method of assuring device registrations and database
queries that is simple to implement, inexpensive, secure
enough, ensures privacy of user information, is resilient
to attack, and is adaptable to changes in procedures,
regulations and business arrangements.
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[0023] Although the embodiments are described here-
in in the context of interaction with a database manager
for opportunistic spectrum assignments such as the
TVWS, the embodiments can also be used for other ap-
plications such as location-based services (or other net-
work-based services) where it is desired to mutually au-
thenticate the devices and server as well as to protect
the information sent by the device but without the require-
ments for prearranged common secrets to be known to
each device and the server. These embodiments are also
applicable to any scenario in which a database manager
assists in the allocation of radio resources (e.g. channels
and timing) to mobile devices such as may occur in li-
censed, cross licensed or unlicensed assignments.
These embodiments ensure that the device is receiving
authorized information from the database manager and
so may legally operate its radio apparatus according to
the information received. This ensures the safe and in-
terference-free operation of the devices.
[0024] The present embodiments provide a method
and apparatus for the interaction of devices with a man-
agerial database. The embodiments make use of encryp-
tion techniques using a combination of public and private
keys to enable mutual authentication of the devices and
the database and to provide privacy protection for infor-
mation provided to the managerial database repository.
The privacy protection may be used, for example, to en-
sure the protection of the device’s location and commer-
cial details. In an embodiment, the device includes a stor-
age apparatus for the keys and commercial information
and processing apparatus for interaction with the data-
base manager. The embodiments do not require prereg-
istration of the devices with the manager or the sharing
of secrets arranged between the devices and the data-
base manager. The embodiments establish sufficient au-
thentication with a single message and reply between
the device and the database manager and thus are of
very low cost to implement and operate while minimizing
the signaling overhead.
[0025] The present embodiments provide security for
the TVBD and database managers by making use of cer-
tificates installed by the manufacturer in the TVBD as
part of the manufacturing process. This certificate is cre-
ated through the use of public/private keys of the manu-
facturer, the regulator, and one or more database man-
agers. The verification procedure makes use of the cryp-
tographic capability that is embedded in the TVBD for
communications and so does not require special appa-
ratus or processes to ensure secure database interac-
tions. Privacy of the location information is provided
through a hierarchy of location information protected with
independent keys.
[0026] The present embodiments enable secured
communication between the TVBD and the database
manager with only a single inquiry and a single response
message. It is not necessary to exchange a series of
multiple messages to establish authenticity. This is an
advantage over existing methods of authentication,

which may require multiple challenge/response ex-
changes to establish a secure channel and authenticity.
[0027] In summary, a manufacturer’s certificate is in-
cluded in a TVBD at approximately the time of manufac-
ture so that the database manager and the TVBD can
mutually authenticate one another. When the TVBD
sends a registration message or a TVWS channel inquiry
message to the database manager, the TVBD includes
the certificate in the message. The database manager
uses a private key to extract information from the certif-
icate and uses that information to verify the authenticity
of the TVBD. The database manager then uses a key
included in the certificate to encrypt a message that it
returns to the TVBD. The message returned to the TVBD
might contain information about TVWS channels that are
available in the vicinity of the TVBD. If the TVBD suc-
cessfully decrypts this message, it verifies the authentic-
ity of the database manager. Private information about
the TVBD is kept encrypted and unavailable to the data-
base manager. However, this private information can be
made available to a regulatory agency through the use
of a regulator’s certificate. While these features are de-
scribed herein as being used in combination with one
another, it should be understood that each of these fea-
tures could be used without the others.
[0028] Details of these embodiments will now be pro-
vided. In an embodiment, the manufacturer, at approxi-
mately the time of manufacture, installs in the TVBD a
certificate that includes a device key that is unique to
each device. It should be noted that the word "certificate"
as used herein has a somewhat different meaning and
structure than the use of "certificate" in common security
protocols. In common with typical certificates, the certif-
icates disclosed herein are exchanged objects that ena-
ble the verification of communicating nodes. However,
the structure of the certificates disclosed herein also in-
cludes some information fields, and their usage and ver-
ification differ from the standardized (signature) hash cer-
tificates of other communications protocols. The certifi-
cates disclosed herein contain a number of unique ele-
ments that are discussed in more detail below.
[0029] The manufacturer’s certificate is encrypted, and
in some cases signed, using the manufacturer’s private
key. The manufacturer’s corresponding public key is
made publicly available. For example, the public key
might be published on the manufacturer’s web site, the
address of which may be obtained either on the FCC’s
web site or from the database manager’s information
store. In an alternative embodiment, the manufacturer’s
public key may be issued by a regulator-owned/managed
certificate authority. In additional alternative embodi-
ments, there may be a separate manufacturer’s public
key for each manufacturer’s product (e.g., for each FCC
ID number) or group of products. Such an arrangement
would protect against compromise of the manufacturer’s
private key. It should be noted that the TVBD itself should
not provide the reference to the public key, as the verifier
of the certificate should independently obtain the public
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key of the certificate signer, in order to avoid imposters
referencing false keys.
[0030] To protect against cloned certificates or rogue
managers, the certificate contains information that may
be used to authenticate the TVBD and the database man-
ager. The certificate includes a field that contains a TVBD
unique communications key encrypted by the public key
of the database manager. This encrypted field may also
optionally contain additional private information such as
a reference to the TVBD’s account. When registering or
querying the database, the TVBD presents its certificate
to the database manager.
[0031] On receipt of the certificate, the database man-
ager, or any other recipient of the certificate, may initially
verify the certificate using the public key of the manufac-
turer to decrypt the certificate. The database manager
may also verify a checksum and confirm that the FCC ID
and device identification match the database. If a match
is found, the database manager considers the TVBD to
be legitimate. The database manager also decrypts the
TVBD unique communications key field using its private
key to obtain the TVBD unique communications key. The
database manager then uses this TVBD unique commu-
nications key to encrypt messages to the device using a
cryptographic process (e.g., Advanced Encryption
Standard (AES)) that is supported by the device.
[0032] The encrypted message from the database
manager may be decrypted by the TVBD using its copy
of the TVBD unique communications key and its inherent
cryptographic process (e.g., AES) which it has as part of
its apparatus to encrypt traffic for its user’s communica-
tions. The algorithms supported by the TVBD are report-
ed as part of the certificate so that the database manager
knows which cryptographic process to use (e.g., a "cipher
type" field encrypted by the manager’s public key). In
some situations, the database manager and the TVBD
may use the communications key to establish a new ses-
sion key that is used for this communication session or
that is stored and used for future communications.
[0033] An embodiment of a general structure of a man-
ufacturer’s certificate is illustrated in Figure 2. A manu-
facturer’s certificate 200 is created through an encryption
202 of information fields by a manufacturer’s private key
204. A registration or inquiry message sent to the data-
base manager includes this certificate 200 together with
other device information (e.g., the FCC ID number 122,
TVBD identification number 206, TVBD class 208, and
database manager ID 210).
[0034] An alternative embodiment wherein a certificate
uses a signing procedure is illustrated in Figure 3. In this
configuration, the manufacturer’s key 204 is used to
"sign" 302 the device’s information (e.g., FCC ID number
122, TVBD identification number 206, TVBD class 208,
database manager ID 210, and encrypted communica-
tions key and account 304). There are several standard
procedures for such signatures, any of which may be
suitable for the present embodiments. Typically, a sig-
nature 306 is created by using the manufacturer’s private

key 204 to encrypt a field created by a hash of the device
information. The certificate of Figure 3 has a length that
is shorter than the device information, whereas the cer-
tificate 200 of Figure 2 is of substantially the same length
as the device information.
[0035] The message of Figure 3 that is sent to the da-
tabase manager includes the signed certificate together
with other device information (e.g., FCC ID number 122,
TVBD serial number 206, TVBD class 208, database
manager ID 210, and encrypted communications key and
account 304) as shown in the top line of the figure. This
configuration has the advantage that the communica-
tions message is significantly shorter in length (e.g.,
about two-thirds) compared to the fully encrypted tech-
nique. It also has the advantage that checksum fields are
not needed within the certificate, as the encryption of the
message hash provides protection against transmission
errors and ensures application of the correct key.
[0036] With these features, the TVBD and the data-
base manager are protected against cloned or copied
certificates and the TVBD is assured it is communicating
with an authorized database. Cloned certificates are pre-
vented, as a clone certificate cannot be created unless
the "cloner" knows the manufacturer’s private key. Only
the manufacturer can make a certificate. The certificates
are calculated at the factory and installed in the devices,
so there is no need for the TVBD to be able to do public
key cryptographic processes or know the private key of
the manufacturer. A rogue device cannot use a legitimate
device’s certificate because it will not know the unique
communications key that is hidden in the certificate and
that can only be decrypted by the intended database
manager.
[0037] In Figures 2 and 3, the certificate 200 and the
signature 306 are shown being created using a "private"
key 204 of the manufacturer. In an embodiment, these
private keys 204 are one half of an asymmetric pri-
vate/public key pair. In these configurations, often re-
ferred to as public key cryptography, the encryption is
performed using the private key 204, which is known only
to the manufacturer, but the decryption is performed us-
ing the public key, which is publicly known. This process
establishes that the certificate was created by the man-
ufacturer, which is the only entity that knows the private
key 204.
[0038] The method of certificate creation disclosed
herein is equally valid using "symmetric private" keys. In
this configuration, the certificate is encrypted using a pri-
vate key that is only known to the manufacturer and the
database manager. These keys have the advantage that
the encryption process is often less expensive to perform,
but have the disadvantage that the certificate can only
be verified by a holder of the manufacturer’s private key.
Also, as the key is known by both the manufacturer and
the database manager, this technique is more vulnerable
to compromise.
[0039] As used herein, the term "key" might refer to
either part of a private/public key pair, both parts of a
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private/public key pair in combination, either of the send-
er’s or the receiver’s key of a private/private (symmetric)
key system or both of the sender’s and the receiver’s
keys. For example, if public key cryptography is used, a
private key might be used for encryption and a public key
might be used for decryption, or vice versa. In that case,
the term "key" as used herein might refer to the private
key, the public key, or the combination of the private and
public keys. If private key (symmetric) cryptography is
used, a private key is used for both encryption and de-
cryption. In that case, the term "key" as used herein might
refer to one of the private keys or to both the private keys.
[0040] To create the certificate 200 to be installed in
the device, the manufacturer selects a unique commu-
nications key 212. This is typically an integer number that
is of suitable length (e.g., 512 bits) for the cipher type
214 supported by the TVBD (e.g., AES). The manufac-
turer may also optionally include additional information
such as an account number 216 (or a reference to an
account number) to be used for accounting. The account
number 216 may be used, for example, by the database
manager to account for access fees and to select the
services and features contracted for the device. A check-
sum field 218 may also be provided to enable the receiver
to verify if it has correctly decrypted the communications
and account field of the certificate.
[0041] The checksum 218 may be created using any
suitable method, such as simple summation or a hash
function of the elements of the certificate. As discussed
below, the checksums 218 are provided to enable the
receiving entity to quickly determine if the correct key 212
has been used for decryption and hence confirm that the
key 212 and account information 216 have been correctly
decoded. The length of the key 212 may vary by TVBD,
region or country, and the cipher type field 214 may con-
tain information about the key length in addition to the
cipher type. In some implementations, the cipher type,
key length or checksum process may be implied by the
manufacturer’s identity and identification number. That
is, this information may be predefined for all devices hav-
ing the same manufacturer’s FCC ID number. However,
it may be preferable for these items to be coded as part
of the cipher type field 214 so that they may be changed
if new processes or operational needs require.
[0042] The combination of cipher type 214, TVBD
unique communications key 212, account reference 216
(if provided), and checksum 218 is then encrypted 220
using a registrar’s/manager’s public key 222. This en-
crypted sequence becomes a field 304 in the certificate.
The certificate is then assembled using the FCC ID
number 122, the device’s identification number 206, the
TVBD class 208, the database manager ID 210, the en-
crypted communications key 304, and, in the case of Fig-
ure 2, the checksum 224. The checksum 224 may be
created using any suitable method (e.g., simple summa-
tion or a hash function of the elements of the certificate
200) and is provided as part of the certificate 200 so that
the receiver can easily determine if the certificate 200

has been successfully decrypted. The TVBD class 208
indicates the class of TVBD as outlined by the regulator
(e.g., the FCC).
[0043] In the case of Figure 3, the combination of FCC
ID number 122, identification number 206, TVBD class
208, encrypted communications key 304, and checksum
224 is then authenticated or "signed" 302 using the man-
ufacturer’s private key 204. This authenticated sequence
becomes the manufacturer’s certificate that is installed
in the TVBD at time of manufacture (e.g., recorded in a
TVBD manufacturer’s certificate store 404, as will be de-
scribed with regard to Figure 4). The manufacturer also
installs in the device the TVBD unique communications
key 212 (e.g., this key 212 is recorded in a TVBD con-
troller’s protected store 406, as will be described with
regard to Figure 4).
[0044] The database manager ID 210 may be used to
support operation of multiple database managers. In one
alternative, the database manager ID 210 may indicate
the identification of the registrar/manager who holds the
private key corresponding to the public key (registrar’s
public key 222) used to encrypt the TVBD unique com-
munications key 212 and the account number 216. In an
embodiment, each of the registrars/database managers
has their own unique public/private key pair. At the time
of TVBD manufacture, the manufacturer makes commer-
cial arrangements with a database manager and installs
in the TVBD a manufacturer’s certificate 200 coded with
the database manager ID 210 and using that regis-
trar/manager’s public key 222.
[0045] The TVBD could also be configured with the
address 426 of the registrar/manager, as will be de-
scribed with regard to Figure 4. At the time of registration
or database inquiry, the messages could be sent to the
manager’s address 426 and could be decipherable by
the receiving manager. In an embodiment, the address
426, while unique, is that of a proxy service that could
redirect the message to the appropriate registrar/data-
base manager in the event of a change in business re-
lations after the time of manufacture.
[0046] In other embodiments, the registration/data-
base queries could be sent to any registrar/database
manager, which might then forward the message to the
appropriate registrar/manager based on the database
manager ID 210 included in the manufacturer’s certificate
200.
[0047] While it may be possible to operate multiple da-
tabase managers by having them all use the same pub-
lic/private key pair, this may be undesirable, as the com-
promise of the common private key could compromise
all TVBDs and all managers. In embodiments where
there may be multiple jurisdictions, such as across inter-
national boundaries, the TVBD may be fitted with multiple
manufacturer’s certificates that may be used within each
jurisdiction. The device may use knowledge of its location
to choose which certificate and address to use to contact
the appropriate registrar/database manager for the
TVBD’s location. Alternatively, the TVBD may inquire of
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a local registrar/manager as to which certificate it should
submit.
[0048] In the event of a change of business arrange-
ments between the manufacturer and the database man-
ager that occurs after the manufacture of the TVBD and
the installation of a certificate pointing to the database
manager, the new database manager, acting as an agent
for the original manager, may install a new certificate and
communications key in the TVBD that will direct future
inquiries to the new database manager. The new certif-
icate and keys may be installed on an individual device
basis or based on product type or other grouping of de-
vices. The new certificate may be installed at any time.
For example, devices registering after a change of own-
ership can have their new certificate installed as part of
the database manager registration process
[0049] At the time of registration or for TVWS database
inquiries, the certificate is sent (together with the device’s
FCC ID, identification number and database manager
ID) by the TVBD to the registrar or database manager to
establish the TVBD’s authenticity. The TVBD’s location
and commercial information (e.g., names of owner and
contact person) is encrypted using the TVBD’s unique
communications key 212 as shown in Figures 2 and 3.
The validity of the certificate 200 may be confirmed by
decrypting the certificate 200, as in Figure 2, or by veri-
fying the signature 306, as in Figure 3, using the manu-
facturer’s public key. The database manager determines
the public key needed to verify the certificate 200 or sig-
nature 306 by using the device’s FCC ID number 122 to
point to the manufacturer and the relevant public key.
[0050] The correct decryption of the certificate 200 may
be determined by the receiver if the checksum 224 is
correct after decryption and the FCC ID number 122 and
TVBD identification number 206 match those sent by the
TVBD, as in Figure 2, or if the signature 306 is verified,
as in Figure 3. If the FCC ID number 122 and TVBD
identification number 206 do not match, the certificate
200 may be presumed by the receiver (i.e., the database
manager or the registrar) to be invalid. Alternatively, there
may have been an error in transmission. The registrar or
the database manager may then request the TVBD to
resend the request and certificate 200.
[0051] If the certificate 200 is shown to be valid, then
the registrar or database manager may recover the en-
crypted communications key 212 and account informa-
tion 216 by decrypting those fields using the registrar’s
private key. If the checksum 224 after this decryption is
valid, the fields can be presumed to be valid. If the check-
sum 224 does not match, then the certificate 200 may
be invalid or there may have been an error in transmis-
sion, and the registrar or the database manager may re-
quest the TVBD to resend the request and certificate 200.
The use of the checksum 224 in this way is not neces-
sarily required, but it provides a quick and convenient
way to verify that the correct key 212 has been used and
the decryption has been successful.
[0052] If the certificate 200 has been verified and the

communications key 212 recovered, the registrar may
use the communications key 212 to decrypt other fields
in the message indicating the device’s coarse location.
For example, the most significant digits of the location
may be decrypted. The registrar may put this information
in its repository of registered TVBDs. At this point, the
authenticity of the TVBD is not fully established, as a
previously overheard registration message could be re-
played by another (rogue) TVBD. However, a device re-
playing a registration message will not have the real de-
vice’s unique communications key 212 and so will not be
able to make use of channel or other information sent by
the manager in response to the registration or inquiry.
By this method, the effect of a replay attack is limited to
a spurious registration or database inquiry. As noted be-
low, the device’s coordinates are encrypted by the de-
vice’s unique communications key 212, and so a rogue
device replaying a query or registration message is not
able to obtain a database response for its location, as
the rogue device is unable to submit its coordinates as
part of the replayed inquiry.
[0053] Once the TVBD is registered, the registrar may
send a message to the TVBD confirming the successful
registration. This message to the TVBD is encrypted us-
ing the cipher type 214 indicated in the decrypted certif-
icate field and the TVBD unique communications key
212. This message may include information that the
TVBD has been registered and, if requested, a list of the
available channels for the TVBD’s location.
[0054] If the TVBD receives a response from the reg-
istrar and is successfully able to decrypt it using its com-
munications key 212, it knows that it has been registered
with a legitimate database and it may be informed of avail-
able TVWS channels.
[0055] Figure 4 illustrates components that might be
present in a TVBD such that the TVBD can carry out the
embodiments described herein. Components that might
be included in the TVBD include a TVBD registry/data-
base interaction processor 402, a storage area 404 for
the manufacturer’s certificate, and a communications key
store 406. Optionally, additional certificates and/or keys
may be stored in an additional certificate store 408 and/or
an additional key store 410 by the manufacturer or reg-
istrar/database manager. These elements may be in ad-
dition to the previously existing communications inter-
face(s) 412, associated antennas 414 for wireless con-
nections, wired connections 416, cryptographic process-
ing apparatus 418, location information 420, TVBD mem-
ory storage 422, and other elements 424 of the TVBD.
The TVBD also stores its FCC ID number 122, its iden-
tification number 206, and an address 426 or proxy for
the registrar/database manager.
[0056] In some embodiments, the manufacturer’s cer-
tificate store 404, communications key store 406, addi-
tional certificate store 408, and additional key store 410
may be part of the general TVBD memory storage 422
that is permanent with the TVBD. Similarly, the TVBD
registry/database interaction processor 402 may be a set
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of functions implemented on the control processor that
otherwise operates the TVBD (e.g., application program
code running on the TVBD’s control processor). The
TVBD registry/database interaction processor 402 can
connect to the communications interface 412, the TVBD
memory 422, the cryptographic processing apparatus
418, and other elements 424 of the TVBD. The TVBD
registry/database interaction processor 402 retrieves the
manufacturer’s certificate to become part of the messag-
es sent to the registrar/database manager. The TVBD
registry/database interaction processor 402 also re-
trieves the communications key from the store 406 and
uses it together with the cryptographic processing ele-
ment 418 to encrypt and decrypt message content sent
to and from the registrar/database manager over the
communications interface 412. The TVBD registry/data-
base interaction processor 402 also retrieves the FCC
ID number 122, the identification number 206, and the
address 426 of the registrar/database manager to be-
come part of the message contents. The TVBD regis-
try/database interaction processor 402 may also receive
additional certificates, keys, and/or updates which it ver-
ifies and stores in the additional certificate store 408
and/or additional key store 410 for use in later commu-
nications. The TVBD registry/database interaction proc-
essor 402 may also retrieve location information 420 from
other elements of the TVBD and encrypt these using the
communications key and the cryptographic processor
418 for communication to the registrar/database manag-
er. The TVBD registry/database interaction processor
402 also receives messages from the database manag-
er, decrypts them using the communications key and, if
they contain TVWS channel assignments, informs the
other elements of the TVBD of the allowed channels.
[0057] Some TVBD users may be concerned about in-
formation that is required by the FCC, such as device,
owner, and location information, becoming part of a large
database operated by another entity. As this information
only needs to be visible when there is an interference
problem to be resolved by the regulator, it may be pref-
erable for the information to be encrypted such that only
the regulator (e.g., the FCC or their designate) may un-
lock the information. As discussed briefly above, a de-
gree of privacy may be achieved by using the TVBD’s
communications key to encrypt the TVBD’s location co-
ordinates and the registration information. This protects
the knowledge of the TVBD’s location and commercial
information from eavesdroppers on the communications
path, and the encryption assures the TVBD that only the
authorized registrar database manager can receive the
TVBD’s location information as it is protected by the reg-
istrar’s private key and the TVBD communications key.
However, some users may be apprehensive of there be-
ing a database manager that maintains a database of all
the location and ownership information of all of the de-
vices, as this may be considered sensitive commercial
information. Indeed, in some jurisdictions, there are legal
requirements to protect privacy and prevent the misuse

of this information.
[0058] In an embodiment, to protect the privacy of the
registration and location information, the manufacturer
can install a regulator’s certificate in the device that is
similar to the manufacturer’s certificate described previ-
ously. The regulator’s certificate can be used to verify
the identity of the TVBD to the regulator (FCC) and to
pass a regulator communications key to the regulator so
that the regulator may decrypt the TVBD location and
commercial information.
[0059] The full TVBD location information can be made
available to the FCC but kept inaccessible to the data-
base manager by dividing the location information into
two portions. For TVWS channel assignments, the res-
olution needed for the TVBD’s location may be limited to
several hundreds of meters, while the TV coverage re-
gion may be many tens of kilometers in extent. In an
embodiment, the privacy of the TVBD’s location is main-
tained by using the most significant portions of the
TVBD’s location coordinates to access the location/chan-
nel database. The least significant digits of the location
information ("location fine part"), for example, is encrypt-
ed with an encryption key accessible only by the regulator
(e.g., the FCC) using a TVBD unique regulator commu-
nications key. In other words, the coarse location of the
TVBD is encrypted using only the database manager
public key, but the more detailed location of the TVBD
within the general location is encrypted using the regu-
lator communications key. The database manager would
only see the coarse location, while the database repos-
itory would contain an encrypted version of the detailed
location protected by the regulator communications key.
[0060] The registration information required by the
FCC may also be encrypted using the regulator commu-
nications key. The detailed location and the commercial
ownership details may be stored in the database together
with the regulator’s certificate provided by the device, but
would not be readable by the database managers due
to the encryption. However, if there is an interference
problem, the (encrypted) detailed locations of all the de-
vices in the general area of concern, together with their
regulator’s certificates, are communicated to the regula-
tor (or the regulator’s designated agent), which may de-
crypt that information (using the regulator’s private key
to obtain the TVBD’s regulator communications key), de-
termine the exact location, and use the ownership and
registration information to resolve the problem.
[0061] An embodiment of a regulator’s certificate is il-
lustrated in Figure 5. Using the certificate 500, the regu-
lator may access the protected information in the data-
base for an individual TVBD. In an embodiment, when
there is an interference issue (or other requirement), the
database manager sends the regulator’s certificate 500
together with other device database information to the
regulator. The regulator can then verify the certificate 500
by decrypting using the manufacturer’s public key. The
regulator may then decrypt (using the regulator’s private
key) the TVBD’s unique regulator communications key
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502. The TVBD unique regulator communications key
502 can then be used to decrypt the detailed location
information for the TVBD and the commercial informa-
tion. The detailed information may be used to help resolve
interference or other operational issues.
[0062] The configuration of Figure 5 illustrates a cer-
tificate 500 that is formed by encrypting the information
of the device and that is similar to the certificate 200 of
Figure 2. An alternative configuration using a signature
procedure similar to that of Figure 3 may also be used
to shorten the message and storage requirements for the
regulator’s certificate 500.
[0063] In this embodiment, at the time of registration
or database inquiry, the TVBD sends its regulator’s cer-
tificate 500 in addition to its manufacturer’s certificate
discussed above. The commercial information is encrypt-
ed with the TVBD unique communications key and is also
sent to the registrar/database manager. The location in-
formation is sent in two parts. The most significant portion
of the location is sent encrypted only with the TVBD
unique communications key, while the least significant
portion is encrypted also with the TVBD unique regula-
tor’s communications key 502. (It may be bad practice
to send the complete location information encrypted and
the coarse information unencrypted as this would expose
the information to a partial plain text attack.) The regula-
tor’s certificate 500 and the associated location informa-
tion are sent to the database manager encrypted by the
TVBD unique communications key, so that even the
coarse location information about the device is protected
against eavesdropping on the communications chan-
nels.
[0064] Figure 6 illustrates an embodiment of a struc-
ture of the information sent to the registrar/manager for
registration or database query. The message 600 in-
cludes a message header 602 and a checksum 604 and
such other overhead that may be appropriate for the com-
munications protocol (e.g., Point to Point Protocol
(PPP)). The message 600 also includes the TVBD’s FCC
ID 122 and identification number 206 and the manufac-
turer’s certificate 200. The present embodiments do not
call for encryption to be applied to these elements, but
other link encryptions (e.g., TLS) unrelated to these em-
bodiments may be applied to the message 600. The mes-
sage 600 also includes a TVBD location coarse part 606,
the TVBD’s regulator’s certificate 500, commercial infor-
mation 608, and a location fine part 610. The commercial
information 608 and the fine part 610 of the location are
encrypted using the TVBD’s regulator’s communications
key. The TVBD location coarse part 606, TVBD’s regu-
lator’s certificate 500, commercial information 608, and
location fine part 610 are encrypted by the TVBD unique
communications key. As discussed above, the regis-
trar/manager may decrypt the location part to determine
the availability of TVWS channels. The message infor-
mation, including the identification information 122 and
206, manufacturer’s certificate 200, regulator’s certificate
500, and encrypted location information and commercial

information 608 are stored as records in the repository.
As discussed below, the manager may also store the
network address (e.g., IP address) of the TVBD to permit
future communications with the TVBD.
[0065] The message 600 may also include an optional
transaction number 612 encrypted with the TVBD unique
communications key. In some embodiments, this number
612 may be incremented for each communications trans-
action in order to protect against "replay attacks" on the
communications system. (In a replay attack, a rogue de-
vice in the network "replays" a previously heard message
to the recipient. Sometimes this replay will have an al-
tered header and return address to try to fool the recipient
into responding to the rogue device with information.
Sometimes the replay is a variant of the "denial of service
attack" as it floods the recipient with what look like valid
queries.) The inclusion of a transaction counter helps the
recipient quickly discard invalid messages. That is, the
database manager expects to see an increasing number
in this field for each valid message sent by the TVBD.
[0066] In some configurations, this counter 612 may
also be used to distinguish an initial registration message
from a channel query message. The first message (with
a first transaction number) would be the initial registration
of the device with the database. Later messages with
other transaction numbers would be database queries.
For these later messages, the database manager need
not update its repository with information about fixed de-
vices as the device has already been registered.
[0067] In an embodiment, if resolution of interference
is required, the registrar/database manager sends to the
regulator all of the records for devices in the neighbor-
hood of the suspect location. Such a message 700 is
illustrated in Figure 7. This message 700 has a similar
structure to the registration message 600 of Figure 6,
with a message header 602 and checksum 604 appro-
priate to the communications protocol being used (e.g.,
PPP). The message contents include a manager’s ID
702, a manager’s certificate 800 (which will be described
with regard to Figure 8), and information about the device
(or devices) being reported from the registration reposi-
tory. In these messages 700, the information about the
TVBD is encrypted using the manager’s unique commu-
nications key, with the commercial information 608 and
detailed location 610 also further encrypted by the
TVBD’s unique regulator communications key. In this and
other messages, additional fields may be included that
are not described in this disclosure.
[0068] Figure 8 illustrates an embodiment of the man-
ager’s certificate 800, which is of similar structure to the
manufacturer’s certificate 200 and the regulator’s certif-
icate 500 of Figures 2 and 5, respectively. The configu-
ration of Figure 8 illustrates a certificate 800 that is formed
by encrypting the information of the device and that is
similar to the certificate 200 of Figure 2. An alternative
configuration using a signature procedure similar to that
of Figure 3 may also be used to shorten the message
and storage requirements for the manager’s certificate
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800.
[0069] With this method of database query, the location
information and commercial information can be protected
against disclosure to the database manager, and yet the
information can be made available when needed for in-
terference resolution by the regulator. Users may thus
take advantage of operating in the TVWS channels with-
out concern that their commercial interests may be com-
promised through the interaction with the database.
[0070] In some jurisdictions (e.g. EU) the regulator or
the network operators may require that the devices al-
ways comply with regulations even when operation may
require information from an external database. Such op-
eration may include usage of licensed channels in an
operator’s domain, or a combination of licensed or unli-
censed channels in multiple domains. The embodiments
outlined here enable the devices to inquire of an external
data base and receive operating information in a manner
that is secure and ensures that the information received
is from an authorized database. The embodiments thus
enable the device to comply with regulations by operating
only with information from authorized databases.
[0071] In some instances, the regulator may require
that all devices of a certain type (e.g., with a designated
FCC ID number and identification number range) be for-
bidden from using TVWS channels. This may occur due
to the devices being involved in interference situations.
This scenario is easily accommodated by the methods
and apparatus of the present embodiments. To disable
a TVBD, the registrar/database manager can send a
message to the TVBD, encrypted with the device’s
unique communications key, indicating that there are no
TVWS channels available for use. On receipt of the mes-
sage, the TVBD will decrypt the message verifying that
it is from the authorized database manager. As there are
no channels indicated to be available, the TVBD will stop
its operation in the TVWS channels. This restriction mes-
sage may be sent either in response to the TVBD making
a channel inquiry (e.g., as part of its periodic 24 hour
inquiry), or as a directed message to the TVBD. Note that
to send a message to the TVBD, the database manager
needs to know the address for the TVBD (e.g., the IP
address). It will know this when the TVBD inquires for
the periodic 24 hour update or makes some other re-
quest. For intervening directed messages to the TVBD,
the database manager may also record the network ad-
dress of the TVBD from its most recent inquiry. On receipt
of the message indicating that there are no channels
available, the TVBD will stop its operation in the TVWS
channels.
[0072] Figure 9 is a diagram illustrating an embodiment
900 of a sequence of events for a method of operation
for a device and a registrar/database to mutually authen-
ticate one another and for the registrar/database to pro-
vide a channel assignment to the device. This method
makes use of messages exchanged among the TVBD,
the database manager, and the registrar. These mes-
sages may be exchanged using any standard method.

The EAP, for example, may be used to transport the iden-
tification and certificates between the TVBD and the reg-
istrar/database manager. The general EAP-TLS, for ex-
ample, may be extended to include signaling support for
the method of certificate exchange and verification used
in this method. It should be noted that the present em-
bodiments differ from the defined EAP-TLS in that this
method does not require the TVBD to maintain the private
key associated with the client certificate, and hence is
more secure, less computationally intensive, and of lower
cost.
[0073] With the present embodiments, the TVBD is al-
so not required to know about or be able to perform the
cryptographic function required to use the private key
associated with the certificate. Procedures such as forms
of Transport Layer Security (TLS) may, for example, be
used with these embodiments to establish a secured
communications channel between the TVBD and the reg-
istrar/database manager and through which the messag-
es of these embodiments may be exchanged. However,
one of the advantages of these embodiments is that such
a secure channel is not needed to attain the value de-
scribed herein. This is a significant security advantage
and cost saving.
[0074] It may be preferable for the manufacturer’s cer-
tificate that is installed in the device to be unique for each
TVBD. Hence, it may be preferable for the TVBD com-
munications key to be a unique (e.g., random) field that
is unique for each TVBD. While the uniqueness of the
certificate could be achieved through the use of a man-
ufacturer’s counter or a unique device serial number, this
may not be a desirable choice, as these numbers may
be predictable from the device ID and identification
number and so may enable a "known-plain-text attack"
on the certificate to recover the manufacturer’s private
key and so enable generating clone certificates.
[0075] Figure 10 illustrates a summary of an embodi-
ment of an authenticated flow of messages from the
TVBD 112 to the database manager 104 and the re-
sponse of the database manager 104 to establish regis-
tration or to provide channel information to the TVBD
112. In this embodiment, at block 1010, the TVBD 112
makes a registration or channel availability inquiry by for-
mulating a message, such as that of Figure 6, using the
manufacturer’s certificate and its encrypted loca-
tion/commercial information. More specifically, the TVBD
112 encrypts its location using its TVBD device key and
its detailed location and commercial information using
the regulator communications key. The TVBD 112 then
sends that message to the database manager 104 using
the communications network and a suitable message
protocol established between them.
[0076] The database manager 104, at block 1020, re-
ceives the message from the TVBD 112 and, using its
manufacturer’s public key, verifies the device ID from the
manufacturer’s certificate. Using its private key, the da-
tabase manager 104 then decrypts the hidden TVBD de-
vice key from the manufacturer’s certificate. The data-
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base manager 104 knows that the message and device
inquiry are valid because they have been recovered us-
ing the manufacturer’s public key. The database manag-
er 104 then uses the TVBD device key to recover the
TVBD location, the regulator’s certificate, and the en-
crypted commercial information. The database manager
104 then stores the location information and encrypted
commercial information in its repository. The TVBD’s pri-
vate commercial information is secure in the database
managers’ repository as it is protected by the regulator’s
communications key supplied by the TVBD 112 and hid-
den in the regulator’s certificate. The database manager
104 uses the TVBD location to determine the available
white space channel list for the TVBD 112. The database
manager 104 then uses the TVBD device key to encrypt
the channel availability information. The database man-
ager 104 then sends the encrypted channel availability
information in a message to the TVBD 112.
[0077] The TVBD 112, at block 1030, receives the
message from the database manager 104 and decrypts
the channel list using its device key. The TVBD 112 is
now registered and has a valid channel list for its location.
The TVBD 112 knows that the message and the channel
assignment are valid because that information has been
encrypted with the TVBD device key hidden in the initial
certificate.
[0078] The same process of verification may be used
for both registration and database inquiries, but in some
implementations the TVBD may make use of a registra-
tion certificate that is issued by the registrar for database
access. This registration certificate could have the same
information structure as the manufacturer’s certificate,
but could include a new unique communications key and
could be used by the TVBD when inquiring of the data-
base for channel assignment updates.
[0079] The device and the database manager could
use the same mechanism to establish a new certificate
for the TVBD (this may result, for example, in there being
separate certificates for manufacturer and the database
manager or for each of a multiplicity of managers). In one
scenario, the registrar/database manager may assign a
new certificate and communications key to the TVBD at
registration time. The TVBD would then use this new cer-
tificate-key pair for its queries to the database manager
to inquire of TVWS channels. This new certificate and
communications key would be communicated to the
TVBD encrypted using the TVBD’s unique communica-
tions key.
[0080] The present embodiments minimize the
number of messages exchanged among TVBDs and da-
tabase managers. Most registrations and inquiries can
be completed with one message from the TVBD to the
manager and one response from the manager to the
TVBD. This minimizes database operational costs and
costs of communications across the network. An alter-
native of establishing a new session key for communica-
tions would likely be used only when it is desired to
change the communications key for security concerns or

longer information exchanges such as database up-
dates.
[0081] The embodiments disclosed herein can elimi-
nate the need for a database manager to maintain a list
of keys for a large number of devices, since each device
reports its certificate with each query, and the certificate
contains the necessary unique device communications
key. The present embodiments can also eliminate the
need for a complex cryptographic process (e.g., public
key cryptography) to be performed in the devices. That
is, no exponentiation of public keys is required by the
TVBD, as the manufacturer’s certificate is pre-computed
by the manufacturer and installed in the TVBD. There is
no need for separate public/private key pairs for each
device, as a device can make use of its existing commu-
nications process for encryption/decryption of the com-
munications messages with the registrar/database man-
ager. The secret key shared between the TVBD and the
manager is communicated through the pre-stored certif-
icate, which contains the pre-stored device key, which
itself is encrypted using the manager’s public key. The
present embodiments also allow the TVBD’s location and
commercial information to be encrypted and so protected
against eavesdropping of the communications channel.
[0082] The devices described above might include a
processing component that is capable of executing in-
structions related to the actions described above. Figure
11 illustrates an example of a system 1300 that includes
a processing component 1310 suitable for implementing
one or more embodiments disclosed herein. In addition
to the processor 1310 (which may be referred to as a
central processor unit or CPU), the system 1300 might
include network connectivity devices 1320, random ac-
cess memory (RAM) 1330, read only memory (ROM)
1340, secondary storage 1350, and input/output (I/O) de-
vices 1360. These components might communicate with
one another via a bus 1370. In some cases, some of
these components may not be present or may be com-
bined in various combinations with one another or with
other components not shown. These components might
be located in a single physical entity or in more than one
physical entity. Any actions described herein as being
taken by the processor 1310 might be taken by the proc-
essor 1310 alone or by the processor 1310 in conjunction
with one or more components shown or not shown in the
drawing, such as a digital signal processor (DSP) 1380.
Although the DSP 1380 is shown as a separate compo-
nent, the DSP 1380 might be incorporated into the proc-
essor 1310.
[0083] The processor 1310 executes instructions,
codes, computer programs, or scripts that it might access
from the network connectivity devices 1320, RAM 1330,
ROM 1340, or secondary storage 1350 (which might in-
clude various disk-based systems such as hard disk, flop-
py disk, or optical disk). While only one CPU 1310 is
shown, multiple processors may be present. Thus, while
instructions may be discussed as being executed by a
processor, the instructions may be executed simultane-
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ously, serially, or otherwise by one or multiple proces-
sors. The processor 1310 may be implemented as one
or more CPU chips.
[0084] The network connectivity devices 1320 may
take the form of modems, modem banks, Ethernet de-
vices, universal serial bus (USB) interface devices, serial
interfaces, token ring devices, fiber distributed data in-
terface (FDDI) devices, wireless local area network
(WLAN) devices, radio transceiver devices such as code
division multiple access (CDMA) devices, global system
for mobile communications (GSM) radio transceiver de-
vices, worldwide interoperability for microwave access
(WiMAX) devices, digital subscriber line (xDSL) devices,
data over cable service interface specification (DOCSIS)
modems, and/or other well-known devices for connecting
to networks. These network connectivity devices 1320
may enable the processor 1310 to communicate with the
Internet or one or more telecommunications networks or
other networks from which the processor 1310 might re-
ceive information or to which the processor 1310 might
output information.
[0085] The network connectivity devices 1320 might
also include one or more transceiver components 1325
capable of transmitting and/or receiving data wirelessly
in the form of electromagnetic waves, such as radio fre-
quency signals or microwave frequency signals. Alterna-
tively, the data may propagate in or on the surface of
electrical conductors, in coaxial cables, in waveguides,
in optical media such as optical fiber, or in other media.
The transceiver component 1325 might include separate
receiving and transmitting units or a single transceiver.
Information transmitted or received by the transceiver
component 1325 may include data that has been proc-
essed by the processor 1310 or instructions that are to
be executed by processor 1310. Such information may
be received from and outputted to a network in the form,
for example, of a computer data baseband signal or sig-
nal embodied in a carrier wave. The data may be ordered
according to different sequences as may be desirable for
either processing or generating the data or transmitting
or receiving the data. The baseband signal, the signal
embedded in the carrier wave, or other types of signals
currently used or hereafter developed may be referred
to as the transmission medium and may be generated
according to several methods well known to one skilled
in the art.
[0086] The RAM 1330 might be used to store volatile
data and perhaps to store instructions that are executed
by the processor 1310. The ROM 1340 is a non-volatile
memory device that typically has a smaller memory ca-
pacity than the memory capacity of the secondary stor-
age 1350. ROM 1340 might be used to store instructions
and perhaps data that are read during execution of the
instructions. Access to both RAM 1330 and ROM 1340
is typically faster than to secondary storage 1350. The
secondary storage 1350 is typically comprised of one or
more disk drives or tape drives and might be used for
non-volatile storage of data or as an over-flow data stor-

age device if RAM 1330 is not large enough to hold all
working data. Secondary storage 1350 may be used to
store programs that are loaded into RAM 1330 when such
programs are selected for execution.
[0087] The I/O devices 1360 may include liquid crystal
displays (LCDs), touch screen displays, keyboards, key-
pads, switches, dials, mice, track balls, voice recogniz-
ers, card readers, paper tape readers, printers, video
monitors, or other well-known input/output devices. Also,
the transceiver 1325 might be considered to be a com-
ponent of the I/O devices 1360 instead of or in addition
to being a component of the network connectivity devices
1320.
[0088] In an embodiment, a method for a telecommu-
nications device and a database management compo-
nent to authenticate one another is provided. The method
comprises the device sending a first message to the da-
tabase management component, the first message con-
taining a communications key encrypted using a data-
base management component key, the first message fur-
ther containing information about the device, the infor-
mation about the device being encrypted using a manu-
facturer’s key. The method further comprises the data-
base management component decrypting the informa-
tion about the device using the manufacturer’s key. The
method further comprises the database management
component decrypting the communications key using the
database management component key. The method fur-
ther comprises, when the decrypted information about
the device matches information in a database managed
by the database management component, the database
management component considering the device to be
legitimate. The method further comprises the database
management component encrypting a second message
using the communications key. The method further com-
prises the database management component sending
the second message to the device. The method further
comprises, when the device is able to decrypt the second
message, the device considering the database manage-
ment component to be legitimate.
[0089] In another embodiment, a database manage-
ment component is provided. The database manage-
ment component comprises a processor configured such
that the database management component receives in-
formation about a telecommunications device, the infor-
mation about the device being encrypted using a manu-
facturer’s key. The processor is further configured such
that the database management component decrypts the
information about the device using the manufacturer’s
key. The processor is further configured such that, when
the decrypted information about the device matches in-
formation in a database managed by the database man-
agement component, the database management com-
ponent considers the device to be legitimate.
[0090] In another embodiment, a telecommunications
device is provided. The telecommunications device com-
prises a processor configured such that the device sends
a first message to a database management component,
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the first message containing a communications key en-
crypted by a database management component key. The
processor is further configured such that the device re-
ceives a second message from the database manage-
ment component, the second message encrypted by the
communications key. The processor is further configured
such that, when the device is able to decrypt the second
message, the device considers the database manage-
ment component to be legitimate.
[0091] While several embodiments have been provid-
ed in the present disclosure, it should be understood that
the disclosed systems and methods may be embodied
in many other specific forms without departing from the
spirit or scope of the present disclosure. The present ex-
amples are to be considered as illustrative and not re-
strictive, and the intention is not to be limited to the details
given herein. For example, the various elements or com-
ponents may be combined or integrated in another sys-
tem or certain features may be omitted, or not implement-
ed.
[0092] Also, techniques, systems, subsystems and
methods described and illustrated in the various embod-
iments as discrete or separate may be combined or in-
tegrated with other systems, modules, techniques, or
methods without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure. Other items shown or discussed as coupled
or directly coupled or communicating with each other may
be indirectly coupled or communicating through some
interface, device, or intermediate component, whether
electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other examples
of changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascertain-
able by one skilled in the art and could be made without
departing from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.
Aspects and features of the present disclosure are set
forth in the following numbered clauses which contain
the subject matter of the claims of the parent application
as filed.

1. A method for a telecommunications device and a
database management component to authenticate
one another, the method comprising:

the device sending a first message to the data-
base management component, the first mes-
sage containing a communications key encrypt-
ed using a database management component
key, the first message further containing infor-
mation about the device, the information about
the device being encrypted using a manufactur-
er’s key;
the database management component decrypt-
ing the information about the device using the
manufacturer’s key;
the database management component decrypt-
ing the communications key using the database
management component key;
when the decrypted information about the de-
vice matches information in a database man-

aged by the database management component,
the database management component consid-
ering the device to be legitimate;
the database management component encrypt-
ing a second message using the communica-
tions key;
the database management component sending
the second message to the device; and
when the device is able to decrypt the second
message, the device considering the database
management component to be legitimate.

2. A database management component comprising:
a processor configured such that the database man-
agement component receives information about a
telecommunications device, the information about
the device being encrypted using a manufacturer’s
key, and configured such that the database manage-
ment component decrypts the information about the
device using the manufacturer’s key, and configured
such that, when the decrypted information about the
device matches information in a database managed
by the database management component, the data-
base management component considers the device
to be legitimate.

3. The database management component of Clause
2 wherein the database management component re-
ceives the information about the device in a first mes-
sage from the device, the first message further con-
taining a communications key encrypted using a da-
tabase management component key, and wherein
the database management component decrypts the
communications key using the database manage-
ment component key, and wherein the database
management encrypts a second message using the
communications key, and wherein the database
management component sends the second mes-
sage to the device.

4. A telecommunications device comprising:
a processor configured such that the device sends
a first message to a database management compo-
nent, the first message containing a communications
key encrypted by a database management compo-
nent key, and configured such that the device re-
ceives a second message from the database man-
agement component, the second message encrypt-
ed by the communications key, and configured such
that, when the device is able to decrypt the second
message, the device considers the database man-
agement component to be legitimate.

5. The method, database management component,
or telecommunications device of any of the preced-
ing clauses, wherein the database management
component is a television white space (TVWS) da-
tabase manager and the device is a television band
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device (TVBD).

6. The method, database management component,
or telecommunications device of any of the preced-
ing clauses, wherein the first message is at least one
of:

a registration with the TVWS database manag-
er; and
an inquiry to the TVWS database manager re-
garding availability of TVWS channels.

7. The method, database management component,
or telecommunications device of any of the preced-
ing clauses, wherein the second message contains
at least one of:

a confirmation of a successful registration; and
information regarding availability to the TVBD of
at least one TVWS channel.

8. The method, database management component,
or telecommunications device of any of the preced-
ing clauses, wherein private information about the
TVBD remains encrypted and unavailable to the
TVWS database manager, and wherein the private
information is made available to a regulatory agency
through the use of a regulator’s certificate that is in-
stalled in the TVBD at the time of manufacture of the
TVBD and that is sent to the TVWS database man-
ager when the TVBD sends one of a registration re-
quest and a TVWS channel inquiry to the TVWS da-
tabase manager and that is stored by the TVWS da-
tabase manager and sent to the regulatory agency
when requested by the regulatory agency.

9. The method, database management component,
or telecommunications device of any of the preced-
ing clauses, wherein the regulator’s certificate con-
tains a regulator communications key encrypted by
a regulator key, and wherein the regulatory agency
uses the regulator key to decrypt the regulator com-
munications key and uses the regulator communi-
cations key to decrypt the private information, and
wherein the regulator key is unavailable to the TVWS
database manager.

10. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-
ceding clauses, wherein a portion of the private in-
formation is detailed location information for the
TVBD, and wherein general location information for
the TVBD is not encrypted by the regulator key, and
wherein the general location refers to a larger geo-
graphic area than the detailed location.

11. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-

ceding clauses, wherein the first message includes
a manufacturer’s certificate, the manufacturer’s cer-
tificate including at least one of the communications
key, a cipher type, a TVBD account reference, and
a checksum encrypted using the database manage-
ment component key, and the manufacturer’s certif-
icate further including the information about the de-
vice, the information about the device including at
least one of the encrypted communications key, a
regulatory agency identification number, a TVBD
identification, a TVBD class, a database manager
identification, and a checksum encrypted using the
manufacturer’s key.

12. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-
ceding clauses, wherein the information about the
device is signed using the manufacturer’s key to en-
crypt a field created by a hash of the information
about the device.

13. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-
ceding clauses, wherein the TVBD is provided with
a plurality of certificates, each of the plurality of cer-
tificates pertaining to a different jurisdiction, and
wherein the TVBD determines which of the plurality
of certificates to use based on at least one of:

the TVBD’s awareness of its location; and
an inquiry by the TVBD to a local database re-
garding which of the plurality of certificates to
use.

14. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-
ceding clauses, further comprising a manager’s cer-
tificate which promotes identifying secure communi-
cation between the TVWS database manager and
the regulatory agency to resolve TVBD interference
issues.

15. The method, database management compo-
nent, or telecommunications device of any of the pre-
ceding clauses, wherein the device includes in the
first message information about itself that is encrypt-
ed with a manufacturer’s key.

Claims

1. A method for a telecommunications device (112) to
coordinate transmission channel assignment with a
database manager (104), the method comprising:

sending, by the telecommunications device
(112), a first message to the database manager
(104) to establish a mutually authenticated con-
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nection with the database manager (112), the
first message including a location of the tele-
communications device (112); and
receiving, by the telecommunications device
(112), a second message from the database
manager (104), the second message including
a plurality of transmitting channel assignments,
wherein each of the transmitting channel assign-
ments is a combination of licensed or unlicensed
channels available for use by the telecommuni-
cations device (112) based on the location of
the telecommunications device (112) and pro-
cedures specified by a telecommunications reg-
ulatory agency.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first message is
at least one of:

a registration with the database manager (104);
and
an inquiry to the database manager (104) re-
garding availability of the transmitting channel
assignments.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the second message
includes at least one of:

a confirmation of a successful connection be-
tween the telecommunications device (112) and
the database manager (104); and
information regarding availability of at least one
transmitting channel to the telecommunications
device (112).

4. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the telecommunications device (112) has a plurality
of certificates, each of the certificates pertaining to
a different telecommunications regulatory agency,
and wherein the telecommunications device (112)
determines which of the certificates to use based on
at least one of:

an awareness of the telecommunications device
(112)’s location; and
an inquiry by the telecommunications device
(112) to a local database regarding which of the
plurality of certificates to use.

5. The method of any of the preceding claims, further
comprising a database manager (104)’s certificate
which is used for communication between the data-
base manager (104) and the telecommunications
regulatory agency.

6. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein:
the information about the telecommunications de-
vice (112) in the first message is signed using a key
to encrypt the information about the telecommunica-

tions device (112).

7. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the database manager (104) is a white space data-
base manager.

8. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the first message includes a manufacturer’s certifi-
cate (200), the manufacturer’s certificate (200) in-
cluding at least one of the communications key, a
cipher type, a device account reference, and a
checksum encrypted using a database manager
key, and the manufacturer’s certificate (200) further
including the information about the telecommunica-
tions device (112), the information about the tele-
communications device (112) including at least one
of the encrypted communications key, a regulatory
agency identification number, a device identification,
a device class, a database manager identification,
and a checksum encrypted using the manufacturer’s
certificate (200).

9. A telecommunications device (112) comprising a
processor configured to perform the method of any
of claims 1 to 8.

10. A method for a database manager (104) to coordi-
nate transmission channel assignment with a tele-
communications device (112), the method compris-
ing:

receiving a first message from the telecommu-
nications device (112) to establish a mutually
authenticated connection between the data-
base manager (104) and the telecommunica-
tions device (112), the first message including
a location of the telecommunications device
(112); and
sending a second message to the telecommu-
nications device (112), the second message in-
cluding a plurality of transmitting channel as-
signments, wherein each of the transmitting
channel assignments is a combination of li-
censed or unlicensed channels available for use
by the telecommunications device (112) based
on the location of the telecommunications de-
vice (112) and procedures specified by a tele-
communications regulatory agency.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the first message
is at least one of:

a registration with the database manager (104);
and
an inquiry to the database manager (104) re-
garding availability of the transmitting channel
assignments.
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12. The method of claim 10, wherein the second mes-
sage includes at least one of:

a confirmation of a successful connection be-
tween the telecommunications device (112) and
the database manager (104); and
information regarding availability of at least one
transmitting channel to the telecommunications
device (112).

13. The method of any of claims 10 to 12, wherein the
telecommunications device (112) has a plurality of
certificates, each of the certificates pertaining to a
different telecommunications regulatory agency,
and wherein the certificates used by the telecommu-
nications device (112) are determined based on at
least one of:

an awareness of the telecommunications device
(112)’s location; and
an inquiry by the telecommunications device
(112) to a local database regarding which of the
plurality of certificates to use.

14. The method of any of claims 10 to 13, further com-
prising a database manager (104)’s certificate which
is used for communication between the database
manager (104) and the telecommunications regula-
tory agency to resolve device interference issues.

15. A database manager (104) comprising a processor
configured to perform the method of claim 10.
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