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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This invention relates to a high pressure dis-
charge lamp lighting device being configured to regulate
a peak value of the starting pulse voltage in order to turn
on a high pressure discharge lamp. This invention also
relates to a lighting fixture using the high pressure dis-
charge lamp lighting device.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] WO 2007/020776 A1 describes a high-pressure
discharge lamp operating device comprising a high pres-
sure discharge lamp, a start pulse generating circuit for
supplying a starting high voltage to the high-pressure dis-
charge lamp, and a control circuit for controlling the start
pulse generating circuit is characterized in that the start
pulse generating circuit comprises a transformer for step-
ping up the pulse voltage generated by turning on/off a
FET, a feedback voltage detecting winding provided in
the transformer, a voltage dividing circuit; for dividing the
voltage generated in the feedback voltage detecting
winding, and a pulse detecting circuit for detecting a start
pulse voltage component from the output of the voltage
dividing circuit and feeding back the start pulse voltage
component to the control circuit, and that the control cir-
cuit maintains the voltage stepped up by the transformer
at a predetermined value.
[0003] Japanese patent application publication No.
2007-52977 discloses a prior high pressure discharge
lamp. The prior high pressure discharge lamp is config-
ured to receive the electric power from a commercial pow-
er source. The high pressure discharge lamp comprises
a control power source circuit, a controller, a rectification
circuit, a step up chopper, a step down chopper, an in-
verter, and an igniter. The control power source circuit is
configured to receive the electric power from the com-
mercial power source. The controller is configured to
send a control signal to the step up chopper, the step
down chopper, the inverter, and the igniter. The step up
chopper is cooperative with the step down chopper to act
as a converter. The converter receives the voltage which
is supplied from the rectification circuit, and steps up the
voltage supplied from the rectification circuit to output a
predetermined output voltage which is direct current. The
inverter converts the output voltage into a lighting voltage
which has a predetermined frequency and which has an
alternating rectangular wave. The lighting voltage is ap-
plied to the high pressure discharge lamp through the
output terminals. The igniter is configured to superim-
pose the pulse voltage on the lighting voltage when the
high pressure discharge lamp is started. In this manner,
the igniter is cooperative with the inverter to generate a
lighting pulse voltage which includes the pulse voltage
which is superimposed on the lighting voltage, and to
apply the lighting pulse voltage to the high pressure dis-

charge lamp.
[0004] However, the prior high pressure discharge
lamp is disposed in various locations. In this case, a wir-
ing which connects the high pressure discharge lamp
lighting device with the high pressure discharge lamp has
a various length. In a case where the length of the wiring
between the high pressure discharge lamp and the high
pressure discharge lamp lighting device is long, the volt-
age value of the starting voltage applied to the high pres-
sure discharge lamp from the high pressure discharge
lamp lighting device is decreased. In contrast, in a case
where the length of the wiring between the high pressure
discharge lamp and the high pressure discharge lamp
lighting device is short, the voltage value of the starting
voltage applied to the high pressure discharge lamp from
the high pressure discharge lamp lighting device is in-
creased. Therefore, the high pressure discharge lamp
lighting device being configured to output a uniform start-
ing voltage is not capable of starting the high pressure
discharge lamp steadily.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE RESOLVED BYTHE INVENTION

[0005] This invention is achieved to solve the above
problem. An object of this invention is to produce the high
pressure discharge lamp lighting device being configured
to apply the starting voltage for starting the high pressure
discharge lamp to the high pressure discharge lamp re-
gardless of the wiring length between the high pressure
discharge lamp lighting device to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp.

MEANS OF SOLVING THE PROBLEM

[0006] In order to solve the above problem, the high
pressure discharge lamp lighting device in this invention
comprises a converter, an inverter, an igniter, a control-
ler, and a pulse voltage detection circuit. The converter
is configured to output a direct current voltage. The in-
verter is configured to convert the direct current voltage
into a lighting voltage. The lighting voltage is an alternate
current voltage. The inverter is configured to apply the
lighting voltage to the high pressure discharge lamp
through an output terminal. The igniter is configured to
output a pulse voltage. The igniter comprises is config-
ured to superimpose the pulse voltage on the lighting
voltage to apply a starting voltage to the high pressure
discharge lamp. The igniter comprises a capacitor, a
switching means, and a transformer. The capacitor is
configured to be charged by a voltage source. The trans-
former comprises a primary winding and a secondary
winding. The primary winding is connected across said
capacitor. The primary winding being connected in series
with said switching means. The secondary winding being
connected across said inverter. The secondary winding
is connected in series with the high pressure discharge
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lamp. The controller is configured to turn on and turn off
the switching means. The controller is configured to turn
on said switching means in order to discharge the capac-
itor, whereby the controller applies a discharge current
to said primary winding in order to develop the pulse volt-
age in the secondary winding. The pulse voltage is su-
perimposed on the lighting voltage. The pulse voltage
detection circuit is configured to detect the starting volt-
age which is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp.
The pulse voltage detection circuit is configured to output
a detection signal indicative of a voltage level which cor-
responds to the starting voltage. The high pressure dis-
charge lamp lighting device further comprises a starting
voltage regulation circuit. The starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to regulate the voltage value of the
starting voltage to a desired voltage value on the basis
of the detection signal.
[0007] It is preferred that the transformer further com-
prises a third winding. The third winding is configured to
develop a detection voltage which corresponds to the
pulse voltage when the pulse voltage is developed in the
secondary winding. The pulse voltage detection circuit
is configured to detect the starting voltage on the basis
of the detection voltage which is developed in the third
winding.
[0008] In this case, it is possible to obtain the high pres-
sure discharge lamp lighting device being configured to
apply the starting voltage to the high pressure discharge
lamp regardless of the wiring length from the high pres-
sure discharge lamp lighting device to the high pressure
discharge lamp.
[0009] Furthermore, the voltage value of the starting
voltage is regulated to a desired voltage value by means
of regulating the pulse voltage (generated by the igniter)
superimposed on the lighting voltage
[0010] Therefore, the starting voltage regulation circuit
is configured to vary an amount of an electrical charge
of said capacitor at a moment when the capacitor is dis-
charged. The amount of the electrical charge is deter-
mined on the basis of the detection signal.
[0011] The high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice further comprises an impedance. The impedance is
placed between the voltage source and the capacitor.
The impedance is cooperative with the capacitor to form
a charging circuit. The starting voltage regulation circuit
comprises a charge start detection circuit, a timer, and a
capacitor voltage regulation circuit. The charge start de-
tection circuit is configured to output a charge start signal
when said charge start detection circuit detects a start of
a charging of said capacitor by the voltage source. The
timer is configured to output a charge completion signal
after an elapse of a predetermined period of a charging
time from when the timer receives the charge start signal.
The capacitor voltage regulation circuit is configured to
vary an amount of charge of the capacitor at a moment
when said capacitor discharges. The controller is config-
ured to turn on said switching means when said controller
receives the charge completion signal. The capacitor

voltage regulation circuit is configured to vary the imped-
ance value of the impedance on the basis of the detection
signal, whereby the capacitor voltage regulation circuit
varies a charging speed of charging the capacitor to vary
the amount of the electrical charge of said capacitor.
[0012] It is also preferred that the starting voltage reg-
ulation circuit comprises a charge start detection circuit
and a timer. The charge start detection circuit is config-
ured to detect the start of charging of said capacitor in
order to output the charge start signal. The timer is con-
figured to output a charge completion signal when a pre-
determined charging period of time is passed from when
the timer receives the charge start signal. The controller
is configured to turn on said switching means when said
controller receives the charge completion signal. The tim-
er is configured to vary a charging time for charging said
capacitor on the basis of the detection signal, whereby
the timer varies the amount of the electrical charge of the
capacitor when said timer outputs the charge completion
signal.
[0013] It is preferred for the high pressure discharge
lamp lighting device to regulate the starting voltage to
the desired value by regulating the pulse voltage (which
is generated by the igniter) which is superimposed on
the lighting voltage. In this case, the starting voltage reg-
ulation circuit is configured to regulate the discharge cur-
rent which flows to the primary winding. The discharge
current is regulated on the basis of the detection signal.
[0014] The capacitor is cooperative with the switching
means and said primary winding of said transformer to
form a discharge circuit allowing the discharge current
to flow from the capacitor. The starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to vary the impedance value of the
discharge circuit on the basis of the detection signal.
[0015] It is preferred that the switching means has an
internal impedance value. The impedance value is varied
according to an input voltage or an input current which
is applied to the switching means. The starting voltage
regulation circuit is configured to vary the input voltage
or the input current on the basis of the detection signal.
[0016] In this case, it is possible to regulate the dis-
charge current which is applied to the discharge circuit
by varying the internal impedance of the switching
means.
[0017] It is preferred that the switching means com-
prises a first switching element and a second switching
element. The first switching element is connected in par-
allel with said second switching element. The first switch-
ing element has a first internal impedance when said first
switching element is turned on. The second switching
element has a second internal impedance when said sec-
ond switching element is turned on. The first internal im-
pedance is different from the second internal impedance.
The starting voltage regulation circuit is configured to out-
put a selection signal for allowing said controller to se-
lectively turn on said first switching element or said sec-
ond switching element. Said selection signal is deter-
mined on the basis of the detection signal.
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[0018] In this case, it is possible to regulate the dis-
charge current which is applied to the discharge circuit
by selectively using the switching elements which have
the internal impedances which is different from each oth-
er.
[0019] It is preferred that the primary winding compris-
es a tap. The switching means comprises a first switching
element and a second switching element. The second
switching element is connected in parallel with the first
switching element through the tap. The starting voltage
regulation circuit is configured to output a selection signal
for allowing said controller to selectively turn on the first
switching element or the second switching element. The
selection signal is determined on the basis of the detec-
tion singnal.
[0020] In this case, "the impedance of the primary
winding when the first switching element is turned on" is
different from "the impedance of the primary winding
when the second switching element is turned on". In ad-
dition, "a transformer ratio when the first switching ele-
ment is turned on" is different from "a transformer ratio
when the second switching element is turned on". There-
fore, it is possible to obtain the igniter being configured
to regulate the discharge current which is applied to the
discharge circuit, and being configured to vary the trans-
former ratio. Consequently, it is possible to obtain the
high pressure discharge lamp lighting device being con-
figured to vary the starting voltage.
[0021] It is preferred for the high pressure discharge
lamp lighting device to include the starting voltage regu-
lation circuit being configured to vary the lighting voltage
on the basis of the detection signal.
[0022] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to vary said lighting voltage on the
basis of said detection signal.
[0023] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to temporarily increase, on the basis
of the detection signal, a voltage value of the lighting
voltage which is output from the inverter in synchroniza-
tion with a timing of turning on said switching means on
the basis of said detection signal.
[0024] In addition, it is preferred that the starting volt-
age regulation circuit is configured to determine "a timing
when the starting voltage becomes a desired value" on
the basis of the detection signal. The starting voltage
regulation circuit allows the controller to turn on the
switching element at the timing.
[0025] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to control the converter to vary a volt-
age value of the direct current voltage linearly within a
half-cycle of the lighting voltage.
[0026] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to control the converter to vary a volt-
age value of the direct current voltage in a stepwise fash-
ion within a half cycle of the lighting voltage.
[0027] In this case, it is possible to obtain the high pres-
sure discharge lamp lighting device being configured to
apply the desired starting voltage to the high pressure

discharge lamp by regulation of the lighting voltage.
[0028] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to select a timing whether the pulse
voltage is developed in the positive voltage of the lighting
voltage or in the negative voltage of the lighting voltage
on the basis of the detection signal. The starting voltage
regulation circuit is configured to control said controller
to turn on the switching element at the timing.
[0029] It is preferred that the starting voltage regulation
circuit is configured to detect whether the voltage value
of the pulse voltage has a first condition or a second
condition on the basis of the detection signal. The voltage
value of the pulse voltage in the first condition is higher
than a reference value. The voltage value of the pulse
voltage in the second condition is lower than the refer-
ence value. The starting voltage regulation circuit is con-
figured to generate the pulse voltage when the lighting
voltage has a polarity which is opposite to a polarity of
the pulse voltage in a case where the voltage value of
the pulse voltage has the first condition. The starting volt-
age regulation circuit is configured to generate the pulse
voltage when the lighting voltage has a polarity which is
same to a polarity of the pulse voltage in a case where
the voltage value of the pulse voltage has the second
condition.
[0030] It is preferred that the primary winding is com-
posed of a first primary winding and a second primary
winding. The switching means comprises a first switching
element and a second switching element. The capacitor
is cooperative with said first primary winding and said
first switching element to form a first discharging path.
The capacitor is cooperative with the second primary
winding and the second switching element to form a sec-
ond discharging path. The second discharging path is
connected in parallel with the first discharging path. The
first primary winding is configured to develop a first pulse
voltage in said secondary winding. The second primary
winding is configured to develop a second pulse voltage
in said secondary winding. The first pulse voltage has a
polarity which is opposite to a polarity of the second pulse
voltage. The starting voltage regulation circuit is config-
ured to detect whether a voltage value of the pulse volt-
age has a first condition or a second condition on the
basis of the detection signal. The voltage value of the
pulse voltage in the first condition is higher than a refer-
ence voltage value. The voltage value of the pulse volt-
age in the second condition is higher than a reference
voltage value. The starting voltage regulation circuit is
configured to send an on-signal to the controller to allow
the controller to turn on the first switching element or said
second switching element when the voltage value of the
pulse voltage has the first condition and when said light-
ing voltage has a polarity which is opposite to a polarity
of the pulse voltage. The starting voltage regulation cir-
cuit is configured to send the on-signal to said controller
to allow said controller to turn on the first switching ele-
ment or the second switching element when the voltage
value of the pulse voltage has the second condition and
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when the lighting voltage has a polarity which is same to
a polarity of the pulse voltage.
[0031] In this case, it is possible to obtain the high pres-
sure discharge lamp lighting device being configured to
apply the starting voltage required for starting the high
pressure discharge lamp to the high pressure discharge
lamp by regulation of the timing for generation of the pulse
voltage.
[0032] In addition, it is preferred that the lighting fixture
comprises the high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice of above mentioned.
[0033] These and still other objects and advantages
will become apparent from the following and attached
drawings.

BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0034]

Fig. 1 shows a circuit diagram of a first embodiment.
Fig. 2 shows a circuit diagram of a first embodiment.
Fig. 3 shows main components of a first modification
o the first embodiment.
Fig. 4 is a waveform showing an operation of the first
modification of the first embodiment.
Fig. 5 shows the main components of the second
modification of the first embodiment.
Fig. 6 shows a waveform showing an operation of
the second modification of the first embodiment.
Fig. 7 shows a circuit diagram showing a third mod-
ification of the first embodiment.
Fig. 8 shows a flow charge showing an operation of
the third modification of the first embodiment.
Fig. 9 shows entire configurations of a circuit diagram
of the second embodiment.
Fig. 10 shows main components of the circuit dia-
gram of the second embodiment.
Fig. 11 shows entire configurations of the circuit di-
agram of a first modification of the second embodi-
ment.
Fig. 12 shows a circuit diagram showing main com-
ponents of the first modification of the second em-
bodiment.
Fig. 13 shows a characteristic figure for explaining
the operation of the first modification of the second
embodiment.
Fig. 14 shows a characteristic figure for explaining
the operation of the first modification of the second
embodiment.
Fig. 15 shows a characteristic figure for explaining
the operation of the first modification of the second
embodiment.
Fig. 16 shows a circuit diagram showing entire com-
ponents of a second modification of the second em-
bodiment.
Fig. 17 shows a characteristic diagram for explaining
the operation of the second modification of the sec-
ond embodiment.

Fig. 18 shows a circuit diagram showing entire com-
ponents of the third modification of the second em-
bodiment.
Fig. 19 shows a circuit diagram showing entire com-
ponents of another third modification of the second
embodiment.
Fig. 20 shows a circuit diagram showing entire com-
ponents of the fourth modification of the second em-
bodiment.
Fig. 21 shows a block diagram showing schematic
configurations of the third embodiment.
Fig. 22 shows a block circuit diagram showing a spe-
cific configuration of the third embodiment.
Fig. 23a to Fig. 23c show an operation waveforms
of the third embodiment in a case where the output
wiring is shortest.
Fig. 24a to 24d show operation waveforms of the
third embodiment in a case where the output wiring
is middle.
Fig. 25a to 25g show output waveforms of the third
embodiment in a case where the output wiring is
longest.
Fig. 26 shows a circuit diagram of main components
in the third embodiment.
Fig. 27a to 27f show waveforms of the third embod-
iment.
Fig. 28 shows a block diagram showing a schematic
configuration of a first modification of the third em-
bodiment.
Fig. 29 shows a block circuit diagram showing a spe-
cific configuration of the first modification of the third
embodiment.
Fig. 30a to Fig. 30f show waveforms of the first mod-
ification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 31 shows a waveform showing a variation of the
output of the first modification of the third embodi-
ment in a case where the inverter has no load.
Fig. 32 shows a circuit diagram showing a start op-
eration control circuit of the step down chopper of
the first modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 33 shows a waveform showing an output target
value for starting the step down chopper in the first
modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 34 shows a circuit diagram showing a output
variation detection circuit of the step down chopper
of the first modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 35 shows a circuit diagram showing a start pulse
voltage generation circuit control circuit of the first
modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 36a to Fig. 36g show operation waveforms of
the first modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 37 shows a waveform showing a variation of the
output from the inverter of the first modification of
the third embodiment in a case where inverter has
no load.
Fig. 38 shows a block diagram showing a schematic
configuration of the second modification of the third
embodiment.
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Fig. 39 shows a circuit diagram showing a start op-
eration control circuit of the step down chopper in
the second modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 40a to Fig. 40e show waveforms o the second
modification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 41 shows a block circuit diagram showing a spe-
cific configuration in the third modification of the third
embodiment.
Fig. 42a to 42e shows waveforms of the third mod-
ification of the third embodiment.
Fig. 43 shows a circuit diagram of the fourth embod-
iment.
Fig. 44 shows circuit diagram showing main compo-
nents in the fourth embodiment.
Fig. 45 shows an operation waveform of the fourth
embodiment.
Fig. 46 shows a circuit diagram of the first modifica-
tion of the fourth embodiment.
Fig. 47 shows a circuit diagram showing main com-
ponents of the first modification of the fourth embod-
iment.
Fig. 48 shows an operation waveform of the first
modification of the fourth embodiment.
Fig. 49a to Fig. 49c show exteriors of a lighting fix-
tures incorporating the high pressure discharge lamp
in the first to fourth embodiments.
Fig. 50 shows a waveform showing a pulse voltage
which is delayed a predetermined period of time from
a moment when the lighting voltage is inverted.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

(FIRST EMBODIMENT)

[0035] Fig. 1 shows a circuit diagram in the first em-
bodiment. A direct current power source E001 is exem-
plified by a direct current voltage source. The direct cur-
rent voltage source is realized by a commercial alternat-
ing current power source which is configured to output
an alternating current voltage which is rectified and also
smoothed. A converter B001 is exemplified by a step
down chopper. The converter B001 is configured to step
up and step down the direct current voltage such that the
converter B001 outputs the direct current voltage. The
inverter 6001 is configured to invert the direct current
voltage into a rectangular alternating current voltage by
a low frequency, whereby the inverter 6001 outputs the
rectangular alternating current voltage from output ter-
minals. An igniter is configured to output a pulse voltage.
The igniter is configured to superimpose the pulse volt-
age on the rectangular alternating current voltage. Con-
sequently, the staring voltage is supplied to the high pres-
sure discharge lamp.
[0036] The inverter 6001 is connected in parallel with
a capacitor C2. The igniter 7001 comprises a capacitor
C1, a transformer T1, an inductor L1, and a switching
element Q7. The capacitor C1 is configured to be charged
by a charging power source 2101. The transformer T1

comprises a primary winding N1, a secondary winding
N2, and a third winding N3. A primary winding N1 is con-
nected across the capacitor C1. The primary winding N1
is connected in series with the switching element Q7 and
the inductor L1. The capacitor C1 is cooperative with the
primary winding N1, the inductor L1, and the switching
element Q7 to form a discharge circuit for discharging an
electrical charge of the capacitor C1. The secondary
winding is connected across the inverter 6001. The sec-
ondary winding N2 is connected in series with a high
pressure discharge lamp. The third winding N3 is con-
nected with the pulse voltage detection circuit 1201
through a voltage dividing circuit 1101. The pulse voltage
detection circuit 1201 is connected to a controller 9. The
controller 9 is configured to turn on and turn off the switch-
ing element Q7. When the controller 9 turns on the switch-
ing element Q7, the capacitor C1 discharges the electri-
cal charge which is charged by the charging power
source 2101. When the capacitor C1 discharges the elec-
trical charges, a
discharge current flows from the capacitor C1 to the pri-
mary winding N1. The discharge current which flows to
the
primary winding N1 induces the pulse voltage in the sec-
ondary winding N2. The pulse voltage which is induced
in the secondary winding N2 is, as mentioned above,
superimposed on the lighting voltage. Furthermore,
when the pulse voltage and the lighting voltage are ap-
plied to the secondary winding N2, the pulse voltage and
the lighting voltage induces a detection voltage in the
secondary winding N3. The detection voltage has a cor-
relative relationship with respect to the starting voltage.
[0037] The high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice further comprises an impedance 2201, a charge start
detection circuit 2301, a timer circuit 2401, and a capac-
itor voltage regulation circuit 2501. The charge start de-
tection circuit 2301 is configured to detect a start of the
electrical charge of the capacitor C1. The timer circuit
2401 is configured to allow the controller 9 to turn on the
switching element Q7 after an elapse of a predetermined
time from when the charge start of the capacitor C1 is
detected, The impedance 2201 is realized by a variable
impedance. The impedance 2201 is placed between the
charging power source and a capacitor C1. The imped-
ance is cooperative with the capacitor C1 to form a charg-
ing circuit of the capacitor C1. In addition, the controller
9 is configured to turn on the switching element Q7 when
the controller 9 receives an output which is output from
the timer circuit 2401. The capacitor voltage regulation
circuit 2501 is configured to receive a detection signal
which is output from the pulse voltage detection circuit
1201, and subsequently varies the impedance value of
the impedance 2201. Therefore, the capacitor voltage
regulation circuit 2501 is cooperative with the charge start
detection circuit 2301 and a timer circuit 2401 to act as
the start voltage regulation circuit.
[0038] In this embodiment, the pulse voltage detection
circuit 12 is configured to receive the detection voltage
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which is induced in the third wiring N3 of the transformer
through the voltage dividing circuit 1101. The detection
voltage which is induced in the third winding N3 has a
correlative relationship with respect to a pulse voltage
which is induced in the secondary winding N2. Therefore,
the pulse voltage detection circuit 120 is configured to
detect the starting voltage from the detection voltage
which is divided by the voltage dividing circuit, and sub-
sequently output the detection signal indicative of the
voltage level corresponding to the starting voltage to the
capacitor voltage regulation circuit 2501. When the start-
ing voltage is detected as the high voltage, the capacitor
voltage regulation circuit 2501 increases the impedance
value of the impedance 2201. In contrast, when the start-
ing voltage is detected as a low voltage, the capacitor
voltage regulation circuit 2501 decreases the impedance
value of the impedance 2201. The impedance value of
the impedance 2201 varies a time constant of the charg-
ing circuit. Consequently, a speed of the charging of the
capacitor C1 is varied. Therefore, the voltage of the ca-
pacitor C1 at a moment when the switching element Q7
is turned on is arbitrarily regulated. In other words, an
amount of the electrical charge of the capacitor C1 at a
moment when the switching element Q7 is turned on is
regulated. Therefore, the pulse voltage which is induced
in the secondary winding N2 is regulated. Therefore, the
starting voltage which is applied to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp is regulated.
[0039] Fig. 2 shows a circuit diagram of the first em-
bodiment. The specific configurations of the direct current
voltage source E001, the converter B001, and the invert-
er 6001 are explained. The rectification circuit 2 is real-
ized by a diode bridge DB. The diode bridge DB is con-
figured to full-wave rectifies the output which is output
from the commercial alternating current power source,
whereby the diode bridge DB outputs a pulsating voltage.
The diode bridge DB is connected to a series circuit. The
series circuit comprises the inductor L2 and the switching
element Q1 which is in series with the inductor L2. A
smoothing capacitor C3 is connected across the switch-
ing element Q1 through the diode D1. The inductor L2 is
cooperative with the switching element Q1, the diode D1,
and the smoothing capacitor C3 to form a step up chopper
3. The switching element Q1 is turned on and turned off
by a step up chopper control circuit 3001. The step up
chopper control circuit 3001 is realized by an integrated
circuit which is commercially available. The switching el-
ement Q1 is turned on and turned off at a frequency which
is higher than a frequency of the commercial alternating
current voltage source 1. Consequently, the output volt-
age which is output from the diode bridge DB is stepped
up to a predetermined direct current voltage. The capac-
itor C3 is charged by the predetermined direct current
voltage.
[0040] The direct current power source E001 which is
used in this embodiment is configured to output the direct
current voltage which is made from the rectification and
the smoothing of the output of the commercial alternating

power source 1. However, the direct current voltage
source E001 which is used in this embodiment is not
limited thereto. That is, an electric battery is capable of
employing as the direct current power source E001. In
addition, a direct current power source which is commer-
cially available is also capable of employing as the direct
current power source E001.
[0041] The step up chopper 3 is connected across the
step down chopper 4. The step down chopper 4 acts as
a ballast for supplying a target electrical power to the high
pressure discharge lamp 8 which is a load. The step up
chopper 3 is configured to vary an output voltage which
is output from the step down chopper 4 so that a suitable
electrical power is supplied to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8 from when the high pressure discharge
lamp is started to when the high pressure discharge lamp
is lighted.
[0042] The circuit components of the step down chop-
per 4 are mentioned as follows. The smoothing capacitor
C3 (which acts as the direct current power source E001)
has a positive terminal which is connected to a positive
terminal of the capacitor C4 through the switching ele-
ment Q2 and the inductor L3. A negative terminal of the
capacitor C4 is connected to the negative terminal of the
smoothing capacitor C3. A negative terminal of the ca-
pacitor C4 is connected to an anode of the diode D2 for
a regenerative current. A cathode of the diode D2 is con-
nected with a point between the switching element Q2
and the inductor L3.
[0043] Operation of the step down chopper 4 is ex-
plained as follows. The switching element Q2 is turned
on and turned off at a high frequency by a control signal
which is output from the output control circuit 4001. When
the switching element Q2 is turned on, the direct power
source E001 causes an electrical current to flow. The
electrical current flows through the switching element Q2,
the inductor L3, and the capacitor C4. When the switching
element Q2 is turned off, the regenerative current is flown
through the inductor L3, the capacitor C4, and the diode
D2. Consequently, the capacitor C4 is charged by the
direct current voltage which is made by stepping down
the direct current voltage which is output from the direct
current power source E001. In addition, the voltage ap-
plied to the capacitor C4 is varied by the output control
circuit 4001 which is configured to vary the duty cycle of
the switching element Q2. The duty cycle means a rate
of the on period to one cycle.
[0044] The inverter 6001 is connected across the step
down chopper 4. The inverter 6001 is realized by a full
bridge circuit. The full bridge circuit comprises switching
elements Q3 to Q6. A first pair comprises the switching
elements Q3 and Q6. A second pair comprises the
switching elements Q4 and Q5. The output control circuit
4001 outputs the control signal to turn on and turn off the
first pair and the second pair alternately at a low frequen-
cy. Consequently, the inverter 6001 converts the output
voltage of direct current which is output from the step
down chopper 4 into the lighting voltage which is rectan-
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gular alternating wave. In addition, the inverter 6001 sup-
plies the lighting voltage to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8. The high pressure discharge lamp 8 (which is a
load) is exemplified by a high intensity discharge lamp
(HID lamp) such as a metal halide lamp and a high pres-
sure mercury lamp.
[0045] In this embodiment, the inverter 6001 is exem-
plified by a full bridge circuit. However, it goes without
saying that a half bridge circuit is also employed as the
inverter 6001. In this case, the inverter 6001 comprises
a series circuit comprising electrolytic capacitors which
is connected in series with each other instead of the
switching elements Q5 and Q6. The switching element
Q3 and the switching element Q4 are alternately turned
on and turned off.
[0046] In addition, this embodiment discloses that the
voltage induced in the third winding is detected as the
detection voltage. However, it is also possible to employ
the pulse voltage detection circuit which is connected in
parallel with the high pressure discharge lamp 8. Conse-
quently, the pulse voltage detection circuit is configured
to detect the starting voltage applied to the high pressure
discharge lamp 8. Furthermore, it is also possible to con-
nect the pulse voltage detection circuit in parallel with the
primary winding N1. Consequently, the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit is configured to detect the pulse voltage
which is induced in the primary winding N1.
[0047] Fig. 3 shows a circuit diagram showing main
components of a first modification of the first embodi-
ment. The main components are in common with the
components in Fig. 1. In the circuit of Fig. 2, the charging
power source 2101 is configured to charge the capacitor
C1 in a single direction by using the direct current power
source E001 which has a single polarity. However, the
circuit in Fig. 3 employs "a power source which has a
positive polarity and a negative polarity which are invert-
ed in synchronization with the inverter 6001" as the
charging power source 2101. Therefore, the charging
power source 2101 charges the capacitor C1 in a positive
direction and a negative direction alternately. The charg-
ing power source 2101 in this embodiment is configured
to start charging the capacitor C1 immediately after the
inversion of the polarity of the output of the inverter 6001.
In addition, the charging power source 2101 is configured
to stop charging the capacitor C1 from when the switching
element Q7 is turned on to when the polarity of the output
of the inverter 6001 is inverted next time. Furthermore,
the capacitor C1 is alternately charged in the positive
direction and in the negative direction at each time of
inversion of the polarity of the output of the inverter 6001.
Therefore, the switching element Q7 is realized by a
switching element being configured to conduct the elec-
trical current in the positive direction and also in the neg-
ative direction. It should be noted that the switching ele-
ment Q7 of bidirectionality is, specifically, realized by a
switching circuit comprising two MOS FETs. The MOS-
FETs comprise diodes are connected in inversed direc-
tion each other. The MOSFETs comprises source termi-

nals which are common to each other. Consequently, the
MOSFETs are connected in series with each other whole
the directionality is opposite.
[0048] The secondary winding N2 of the transformer
T1 is omitted in the figure. However, the secondary wind-
ing N2 is placed to cooperate with the capacitor C2 and
the high pressure discharge lamp 8 to form a closed se-
ries circuit.
[0049] The detection voltage which is induced in the
third winding N3 has a polarity which is inverted according
to the polarity of the electrical charge of the capacitor C1.
Therefore, the third winding N3 is connected with a volt-
age dividing circuit through a rectifier DB2 for full-wave
rectification. The voltage dividing circuit comprises a re-
sistor R1 and a resistor R2 which is connected in series
with the resistor R1. Consequently, the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit 1201 is configured to detect the peak value
of the pulse voltage in the positive direction and in the
negative direction.
[0050] Followings are explanation of the pulse voltage
detection circuit of Fig. 3. The switching element Qs is
provided for sampling-and-holding. The switching ele-
ment Qs is configured to be turned on in synchronization
with a timing of induction of the pulse voltage. Conse-
quently, the voltage Vcs (which is equal to a voltage ap-
plied to the resistor R2) is applied to the capacitor Cs.
As a result, the capacitor Cs holds the voltage Vcs. A
comparator CP compares the voltage Vcs held by the
capacitor Cs with the voltage Vref. When the voltage Vcs
is higher than the Vref, the comparator CP outputs a
"HIGH output". In contrast, when the voltage Vcs is lower
than the voltage Vref, the comparator CP outputs a "LOW
output". When the comparator CP outputs the HIGH out-
put, a light emitting diode PC1-D of the photo coupler
PC1 outputs an optical signal through the resistor Ro.
Subsequently, an explanation of the starting voltage reg-
ulation circuit is made. A photo transistor PC1-Tr of the
photo coupler PC1 is turned on upon receiving the optical
signal. Then, the both terminals of a gate capacitor Cg
of a triac Q8 is closed. Consequently, the triac Q8 is
turned off. Therefore, the impedance 2201 is realized by
a series circuit comprising a resistor R5 and a resistor
R6 which is in series with the resistor R5. As a result, the
capacitor C1 is charged by the charging power source
2101 at a slow speed. In contrast, when the photo tran-
sistor PC1-Tr of the photo coupler PC1 has off-state, the
gate power source Vg charges the gate capacitor Cg.
Consequently, the triac Q8 is turned on. As a result, both
terminals of the resistor R6 is closed. Therefore, the im-
pedance 2201 is realized by only the resistor R5. As a
consequent, the capacitor C1 is charged by the charging
power source 2101 at a high speed.
[0051] In this manner, the charging power source 2101
starts charging the capacitor C1 immediately after the
inversion of the polarity of the output of the inverter 6001.
When the charge start detection circuit 2301 detects the
start of the charge of the capacitor C1, the charge start
detection circuit 2301 outputs the charge start signal. The
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timer circuit 2401 is configured to receive the charge start
signal to start measuring the timing. When the timer cir-
cuit 2401 detects a predetermined time passage from
the reception of the charge start signal, the timer circuit
2401 outputs the charge completion signal to the con-
troller 9. The controller receives the charge completion
signal to turn on the switching element Q7. It should be
noted that the charge start detection circuit in this mod-
ification is configured to detect the timing of the start of
the charging of the capacitor C1 by the detection of the
inversion of the output of the inverter 6001.
[0052] The inverter 6001 comprises the full bridge cir-
cuit which is composed of the switching elements Q3 to
Q6 shown in Fig. 2. The inverter 6001 is controlled by an
output of the low frequency oscillation circuit 6011 to turn
on and turn off "the first pair of the switching elements
Q3 and Q6" and "the second pair of the switching ele-
ments Q4 and Q5" alternately. The charge start detection
circuit 2301 is configured to detect an operation signal
of the switching elements Q3 and Q6. The charge start
detection circuit 2301 is configured to detect "the timing
of the inversion from High output to Low output" or "the
timing of the inversion from Low output to High output"
as a timing of the start of the charging of the capacitor
C1 to output the charge start signal. The timer circuit
2401 is configured to receive the charge start signal to
start measuring the time passage. The timer circuit 2401
is configured to measure the predetermined period of
time for charging the capacitor in such a manner that the
secondary winding N2 induces the pulse voltage. Sub-
sequently, the timer circuit outputs the on-signal after an
elapse of a certain time. However, the impedance 2201
of the charging path of the capacitor C1 is variable. There-
fore, even if a period of time for charging the capacitor
C1 is constant, the charging voltage of the capacitor at
a moment when the pulse voltage is induced is varied
according to the impedance 2201. This is because an
impedance value of the impedance 2201 is variable.
Therefore, the amount of the charge of the capacitor C1
at the moment when the pulse voltage is induced is varied
according to the impedance.
[0053] Fig. 4 shows an operation waveform diagram
of this embodiment. In Fig. 4, a "Q3 Q6 operation signal"
is an on-signal for turning on the switching elements Q3
and Q6. A "Q4 Q5 operation signal" is an on-signal for
tuning on the switching elements Q4 and Q5. A "Qs op-
eration signal" is an on-signal for turning on the switching
element Qs. The timer circuit 2401 is configured to output
the on-signal in such a manner that the switching element
Qs is turned on at a timing in synchronization with a timing
of generating the pulse voltage. Q7 operation signal is
an on-signal for turning on the switching element Q7. The
Q7 operation signal is output from the controller 9 ac-
cording to the charge completion signal which is output
from the timer circuit 2401 after a delay of the certain
period of time from the timing of the inversion of the po-
larity. It should be noted that the Qs operation signal is
issued by the low frequency oscillation circuit 6011 in Fig.

3. However, it is also possible to employ the timer circuit
2401 being configured to generate the Qs operation sig-
nal and to output the Qs operation signal. Consequently,
it is possible to obtain the same effect. It is preferred that
the Qs operation signal becomes on-state immediately
before the Q7 operation signal becomes on-state. It is
preferred that the Qs operation signal becomes off-state
after the detection of the peak of the pulse voltage.
[0054] In the operation waveform of Fig. 4, the Cs volt-
age is equal to the voltage held by the capacitor Cs. That
is, the Cs voltage shows a sampled-and-held voltage ap-
plied to the resistor R2 when the switching element Qs
is turned on. PC1-Tr corrector voltage shows a voltage
of the gate capacitor Cg of the triac Q8 for regulation of
the impedance. C1 voltage shows a voltage of the ca-
pacitor C1. The output voltage shows a voltage applied
to the high pressure discharge lamp 8 when the high
pressure discharge lamp 8 has no load.
[0055] Hereinafter, the operation of the modification is
explained with the operation waveform of Fig. 4.
[0056] The specific configuration of the charging power
source 2101 of Fig. 3 is explained. A series circuit com-
prises an impedance 2201 and the capacitor C1 which
is cooperative with the impedance 2201 to form the
charging path. The inverter 6001 shown in Fig. 2 has "a
first connection point between the switching element Q3
and the switching element Q4" and "a second connection
point between the switching element Q5 and the switch-
ing element Q6". The series circuit is connected between
the first connection point and the second connection point
through the switching circuit. The switching circuit is con-
figured to be closed at a timing of generation of the pulse
voltage after the inversion of the polarity. The series cir-
cuit acts as the charging power source 2101. However,
the charging power source is not limited thereto.
[0057] When the switching elements Q3 and Q6 are
turned on and the switching elements Q4 and Q5 are
turned off, the charging
current flows from the charging power source 2101 to
the capacitor C1 through the impedance 2201. Conse-
quently, the voltage of
the capacitor C1 is increased. The charge start detection
circuit 2301 is configured to detect the timing of inversion
of the polarity to output the charge start signal. The timer
circuit 2401 receives the charge start signal, and output
the charge completion signal after the elapse of the pre-
determined time. The controller 9 receives the charge
completion signal to turn on the switching element Q7.
Consequently, the capacitor C1 is discharged. When the
capacitor C1 is discharged, the capacitor C1 applies the
discharge current to the discharge circuit. When the dis-
charge current is applied to the primary winding N1, the
pulse voltage is induced in the secondary winding N2.
The pulse voltage is applied to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp. In addition, when the switching elements
Q3 and Q6 are turned off and the switching elements Q4
and Q5 are turned on, the charging power source 2101
applies the charging current which flows in the inverse
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direction to the capacitor C1 through the impedance
2201. Consequently, the voltage of the capacitor C1 is
increased in the negative direction. The charge start de-
tection circuit 2301 detects the timing of the inversion of
the polarity to output the charge start signal. The timer
circuit 2401 receives the charge start signal to output the
charge completion signal after the elapse of the prede-
termined time from when the timer circuit 2401 receives
the charge start signal. The controller 9 receives the
charge completion signal to turn on the switching element
Q7. Consequently, the electrical charge accumulated in
the capacitor C1 is discharged to the primary winding N1,
whereby the pulse voltage is induced in the secondary
winding N2. The pulse voltage which is induced in the
secondary winding is superimposed on the lighting volt-
age which is output from the inverter 6001, whereby the
starting voltage is produced. The starting voltage is ap-
plied to the high pressure discharge lamp 8 through the
capacitor C2.
[0058] The pulse voltage has a correlative relationship
with respect to the voltage value of the capacitor C1 at
the moment immediately before the discharge of the ca-
pacitor C1. In other words, the pulse voltage has a cor-
relative relationship with respect to the amount of the
charge in the capacitor C1 at the moment immediately
before the capacitor C1 is discharged. Therefore, it is
possible to vary the pulse voltage by varying the voltage
of the capacitor C1 at the moment when the switching
element Q1 is turned on. The pulse voltage and the light-
ing voltage which is generated in the secondary winding
N2 causes the electrical current to the secondary winding
N2. When the electrical current is flown to the secondary
winding N2, the detection voltage is induced in the third
winding N3. The detection voltage is applied to the pulse
voltage detection circuit through the voltage dividing cir-
cuit. The divided detection voltage is detected by the
pulse voltage detection circuit. When the divided detec-
tion voltage is higher than a predetermined voltage value,
the switching element Q1 is turned on such that the volt-
age of the capacitor C1 at a moment when the switching
element Q1 is turned on is decreased. Consequently, the
peak value of the pulse voltage is decreased. In contrast,
the divided detection voltage is lower than the predeter-
mined voltage value, the switching element Q1 is turned
on such that the voltage of the capacitor C1 at a moment
when the switching element Q1 is turned on is increased.
Consequently, the peak value of the pulse voltage is de-
creased.
[0059] At a moment of T11, the plus terminal of the
comparator CP holds 0V. In contrast, the minus terminal
of the comparator CP holds Vref. Therefore, the compa-
rator outputs the output voltage "Low". Consequently,
the light emitting diode PC1-D of a primary side of the
photo coupler PC1 has off state. Similarly, the photo tran-
sistor PC1-Tr of the secondary side of the photo coupler
PC1 has off state. The electrical charge held in the gate
capacitor Cg which is charged by the gate power source
Vg of the triac Q8 is not eliminated. Therefore, the triac

Q8 has on state. In this case, the charging power source
2101 applies the current to the capacitor C1 through the
resistor R5 of the impedance 2201, thereby storing the
electrical charge to the capacitor C1. Subsequently, at a
moment of T13, the switching element Q7 is turned on.
At the moment when the switching element Q7 is turned
on, the electrical charge which is stored in the capacitor
C1 is rapidly applied to the primary winding N1 of the
transformer T1 through the switching element Q7. The
voltage which is determined by the gradient di/dt of the
current and the gradient LN13di/dt which is determined
by the inductance value LN1 of the primary winding N1
is stepped up at a turn ratio of the transformer T1 to the
voltage which is induced in the secondary winding N2.
The voltage induced in the secondary winding N2 causes
the insulation breakdown of the high pressure discharge
lamp 8.
[0060] The detection voltage which is induced in the
third winding N3 is applied to the voltage dividing circuit
which is composed of the rectifier DB2, the resistor R1,
and the resistor R2. Subsequently, the low frequency os-
cillation circuit 6011 turns on the switching element Qs
for sampling-and-holding at a moment of T12. Conse-
quently, the resistor R2 is connected in parallel with the
resistor Cs. Therefore, the voltage applied to the resistor
R2 is also applied to the capacitor Cs. Subsequently, the
low frequency oscillation circuit 6011 turns off the switch-
ing element Qs at a time T14. Consequently, the voltage
of the capacitor Cs is kept. When the voltage Vcs of the
capacitor Cs is higher than the voltage Vref, (1) the com-
parator outputs "High output", (2) the light emitting diode
PC1-D of the photo coupler PC1 is turned on, (3) the
photo resistor PC1-Tr of the secondary side of the photo
coupler PC1 is turned on, and (4) the triac Q8 is turned
off. Therefore, the capacitor C1 is charged by the charg-
ing power source through the series resistor which com-
prises the resistor R5 and the resistor R6 which is con-
nected in series with the resistor R5. Therefore, the time
constant of the charging circuit which is composed of the
capacitor C1 and the impedance 2201 is increased. As
a result, the voltage of the capacitor C1 at a moment
when the switching element Q7 is turned on is decreased.
That is, the amount of the charge in the capacitor C1 at
the moment when the switching element Q7 is turned on
is decreased. Therefore, when the switching element Q7
is turned on at a moment T23, the high pressure pulse
voltage which is induced in the secondary winding N2
becomes lower than the voltage which is induced at the
moment of T13.
[0061] When the voltage Vcs of the capacitor Cs be-
comes lower than the reference voltage Vref at a moment
of T24, (1) the comparator CP outputs the "Low output",
(2) the light emitting diode PC1 of the primary side of the
photo coupler PC1 has off state, (3) the photo transistor
PC1-Tr of the secondary side of the photo coupler PC1
has off state, and (4) triac Q8 is turned on. Therefore,
the capacitor C1 is charged by the charging power source
through the resistor R5. Therefore, the time constant of
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the charging circuit which comprises a capacitor C1 and
the impedance 2201 is decreased. Consequently, the
charging voltage of the capacitor C1 at the moment when
the capacitor C1 is discharged is increased. In this man-
ner, to vary the impedance 2201 of the charging path
which leads to the capacitor C1 makes the regulation of
the pulse voltage which is induced in the secondary wind-
ing N2. To regulate the pulse voltage which is induced
in the secondary winding N2 makes the control of the
starting voltage applied to the high pressure discharge
lamp within a predetermined range.
[0062] Fig. 5 shows main components of the second
modification of the first embodiment. The circuit compo-
nents of the main components are in common with the
components in Fig. 1. In this modification, the time con-
stant of the electrical charge of the capacitor C1 is con-
stant. The peak value of the pulse voltage is regulated
by variation of the timing of turning on the switching ele-
ment Q7. It should be noted that the start operation volt-
age detection circuit 2401 in this modification comprises
a charge start detection circuit 2401 and the tiemr circuit
2301.
[0063] The charging power source 2101 is, similar to
the first modification of the first embodiment, configured
to charge the capacitor C1 in the positive direction and
in the negative direction by using the power source hav-
ing positive and negative polarities which is inverted in
synchronization with the inversion of the inverter 6001.
The charge of the capacitor C1 is started immediately
after the inversion of the polarity of the output of the in-
verter 6001. The charge of the capacitor is stopped from
when the switching element Q7 is turned on to when the
polarity is inverted next time.
[0064] In this modification, the impedance 2201 is com-
posed of the resistor R5. Therefore, the time constant of
the charging circuit comprising the capacitor C1 and the
impedance 2201 is constant. The charging power source
2101 starts storing the charge to the capacitor C1 through
the impedance 2201. The capacitor C1 is charged at a
speed which is determined on the basis of the time con-
stant of the resistor R5 and the capacitor C1.
[0065] As mentioned above, the pulse voltage has a
correlative relationship with respect to the voltage which
is held in the capacitor C1. Therefore, the peak value of
the pulse voltage is varied according to the voltage of the
capacitor C1 at the moment when the switching element
Q7 is turned on. When the pulse voltage is induced in
the secondary winding N2, the electrical current is ap-
plied to the secondary winding N2. The electrical current
applied to the secondary winding N2 induces the detec-
tion voltage in the third winding N3. The detection voltage
is applied to the pulse voltage detection circuit 1201
through the voltage dividing circuit, thereby being detect-
ed by the pulse voltage detection circuit 1201. The pulse
voltage detection circuit 1201 outputs the detection signal
on the basis of the detected voltage. "The detection sig-
nal" and "the charge start detection signal which is sent
from the charge start detection circuit 2401" makes the

timer circuit 2301 to turn on the switching element arbi-
trarily. When the detection voltage is higher than the pre-
determined value, the switching element Q7 is turned on
at a moment when the voltage of the capacitor C1 is low.
Consequently, the peak voltage of the high pressure
pulse voltage is decreased. In contrast, when the detect-
ed voltage is lower than the predetermined value, the
switching element Q7 is turned on at the moment when
the voltage of the capacitor C1 is high. As a result, the
peak value of the high pressure pulse voltage is in-
creased.
[0066] Hereinafter, the specific configurations are ex-
plained. The operation of detection of the voltage Vcs of
the capacitor Cs on the basis of the peak value of the
high pressure pulse voltage from the detection value of
the third winding N3 is same as the operation of the first
modification of the first embodiment. In this embodiment,
the operational amplifier OP is employed instead of the
comparator CP. The operational amplifier OP is cooper-
ative with the transistor Qt to form a buffer circuit. The
operational amplifier has an extremely high amplification
ratio. Therefore, the voltage of the plus terminal of the
operational amplifier OP becomes equal to the voltage
of the minus terminal of the operational amplifier OP.
Therefore, the output voltage of the operational amplifier
OP is equal to a voltage value which is a sum of the
voltage Vcs and the voltage VBE. The voltage Vcs is
equal to voltage held in the capacitor Cs. The voltage
VBE is equal to the voltage between the base and the
emitter of the transistor Qt. The voltage VBE is equal to
the voltage between the base and the emitter of the tran-
sistor Qt. That is, the operational amplifier OP is coop-
erative with the transistor Qt to form a buffer amplifier.
The buffer amplifier has an amplification ratio of "1". The
buffer amplifier is configured to apply voltage Vcs of the
capacitor Cs for sample-and-hold by correction of the low
impedance. Therefore, the electrical current which is ap-
plied to the resistor Rt4 is equal to the quotient of the
voltage Vcs of the capacitor Cs divided by the resistor
Rt4. In addition, the corrector current of the transistor Qt
which is equal to the electrical current approximately
equal to the current which is a quotient of the voltage Vcs
of the capacitor Cs divided by the resistor Rt4 is applied
to the resistor Rt3. The series circuit which comprises
the resistor Rt3, the transistor Qt, and the resistor Rt4 is
connected in parallel with the resistor Rt2. The series
circuit which comprises the resistor Rt3, the transistor
Qt, and the resistor Rt4 is cooperative with the resistor
Rt1 to determine the time constant for charging the ca-
pacitor Ct of the timer circuit 23.
[0067] Fig. 6 shows an operation waveform of the mod-
ification. Compared with Fig. 4, it is different from Fig. 4
in the operation signal of the switching element Q7 is
turned on when the voltage of the capacitor Ct reaches
the voltage Vref, whereby the voltage in the capacitor C1
is discharged. Therefore, in this modification, the opera-
tion signal which determines the timing of turning on is
varied according to the voltage of the capacitor Cs.
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[0068] The timer circuit 2301 is realized by a general-
proposed IC for timer. The timer circuit 2301 is configured
to apply current which is equal to current which flows
through the resistor Rt1 from the internal power source
to the capacitor Ct. It should be noted that "the current
which has a proportional relationship with respect to the
current which is equal to the current which flows through
the resistor Rt1" may use instead of "the current which
is equal to the current which flows through the resistor
Rt1". When the voltage held by in the capacitor Ct reach-
es the predetermined voltage Vref, the timer circuit out-
puts 2301 outputs the on signal to the switching element
Q7. As the pulse voltage becomes higher, the detection
voltage in the third winding N3 also becomes higher. As
a result, the voltage Vcs of the capacitor Cs becomes
high. The operational amplifier OP operates such that
the positive side input voltage becomes equal to the neg-
ative side input voltage. Therefore, as the voltage Vcs of
the capacitor Cs is increased, the voltage applied to the
resistor Rt4 is also increased. As a result, the electrical
current which flows through the resistor Rt3, the transis-
tor Qt, and the resistor Rt4 is also increased. Conse-
quently, the electrical current which flows to the capacitor
Ct is increased. As a result, a period of time for requiring
the voltage of the capacitor Ct to reach the predetermined
voltage Vref becomes short. Therefore, the switching el-
ement Q7 is turned on by the controller 9 at the moment
when the voltage of the capacitor C1 is low. In contrast,
when the pulse voltage is decreased, the voltage applied
to the resistor Rt4 is also decreased. As a result, the
charging current of the capacitor Ct is decreased, where-
by the timing for turning on the switching element Q7 is
delayed. As a result, the circuit is operated so as to in-
crease the pulse voltage. With this configuration, it is pos-
sible to regulate the pulse voltage within a predetermined
range.
[0069] In the circuit of Fig. 5, the Qs operation signal
is generated by the low frequency oscillation circuit 6011.
However, in this modification, the timing for generating
the pulse is variable. Therefore, it is possible to employ
the timer circuit 2401 being configured to output the Qs
operation signal. It is preferred that the Qs operation sig-
nal becomes on state immediately before the Q7 opera-
tion signal becomes on state. Furthermore, it is also pre-
ferred that the Qs operation signal becomes off state im-
mediately after the detection of the peak of the pulse
voltage.
[0070] Fig. 7 shows a circuit diagram of the third mod-
ification of the first embodiment. The circuit components
of this modification are approximately same as the circuit
components in Fig. 1 of the first embodiment. However,
it is different from Fig. 1 in the timer circuit 2401. Specif-
ically, in Fig. 1 of the first embodiment, the impedance
2201 is varied. However, in this modification, the time
passage of the timer circuit 2401 is varied.
[0071] Fig. 8 shows a flow chart for explaining the op-
eration of the high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice. The timer T comprises a microcomputer. The timer

T measures the time passage Tp from when the switching
element Q7 is turned on to when the switching element
Q7 is turned off. The timer t comprises a microcomputer.
The timer t measures the period t1 from when the capac-
itor C1 is started to be charged to when the switching
element Q7 is turned on. Therefore, the timer T compares
a predetermined period Tp with the period which is meas-
ured by the timer T. Similarly, the timer t compares a
predetermined period t1 with the period which is meas-
ured by the timer t. When T is greater than Tp, the switch-
ing element Q7 is turned off. When t is greater than t1,
the switching element Q7 is turned on.
[0072] First, the timer T and the timer t are reset, where-
by T and t become zero. Then, the timer T start measuring
the time passage, and turn on the switching element Q7,
whereby the pulse voltage Vp is detected. Subsequently,
the timer T judges whether a predetermined period of
time Tp is passed or not. The timer T waits the time pas-
sage of the predetermined period of time Tp. The switch-
ing element Q7 is turned off after the elapse of the pre-
determined period of time Tp. Subsequently, the timer t
start measuring the time passage. When the switching
element Q7 is turned off, the charge to the capacitor C1
is started. Therefore, the timer t corresponds to the timer
circuit 2401 which is configured to measure the period
of time from the start of the charging of the capacitor C1.
[0073] Next, the voltage value of the pulse voltage Vp
is judged whether the voltage value of the pulse voltage
Vp is within the range between an upper limit value VpH
of the predetermined range and a lower limit value VpL
of the predetermined range or not. When the voltage Vp
is greater than the voltage VpH, the charging period of
time t1 is redefined. The redefined period of time t1 is
capable of being obtained by subtracting a predeter-
mined value t0 from a charging period of time t1. In con-
trast, when the voltage Vp is smaller than the voltage
VpL, the charging period of time t1 is also redefined. The
redefined charging period of time t1 is capable of being
obtained by the predetermined value to to a charging
period of time t1. Subsequently, the timer t judges wheth-
er the time passage exceeds the period of time t1 or not,
and wait until the time passage exceeds the period of
time t1. When t becomes greater than t1, the switching
element Q7 is turned on, whereby the high pressure pulse
voltage is generated. This operation is performed repeat-
edly.
[0074] With this configuration, when the pulse voltage
Vp becomes greater than the upper limit VpH of the pre-
determined range, the charging period t1 of the capacitor
C1 from when the switching element Q7 is turned on is
decreased. As a result, the switching element Q7 is
turned on at a moment when the capacitor C1 holds the
low voltage. Therefore, it is possible to decrease the
pulse voltage Vp. In contrast, when the pulse voltage Vp
is lower than the lower limit value VpL, the period of time
t1 for charing the capacitor C1 until the switching element
Q7 is turned on is increased. As a result, the switching
element Q7 is turned on under a condition where the high
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voltage is charged to the capacitor C1. Therefore, it is
possible to increase the pulse voltage Vp.
[0075] It should be noted that the detection voltage
which is induced in the third winding N3 has a correlative
relationship with respect to the starting voltage which in-
cludes the pulse voltage which is superimposed on the
lighting voltage. As shown in Fig. 50, the lighting voltage
which is output from the inverter 6001 has a period Tx.
In the period Tx, the waveform fails to follow the timing
of inversion of the inversion signal which is output from
the output control circuit 4001 to the switching elements
Q3 to Q6. In addition, there is a case where the voltage
value of the lighting voltage is overshot when the polarity
is inverted. Therefore, it is preferred to employ the con-
troller 9 being configured to turn on the switching element
Q7 after a predetermined period of time Td from the mo-
ment t1 when the polarity is inverted. In this case, the
output control circuit 4001 is configured to output the po-
larity inversion signal to the controller 9. The controller 9
is configured to turn on the switching element Q7 after a
predetermined period of time Td from when the controller
receives the charge completion signal and the polarity
inversion signal. In this case, the controller 9 comprises
a detection circuit and a delay circuit. The detection circuit
is configured to detect the timing of the inversion of the
polarity on the basis of the polarity inversion signal to
output the signal. The delay circuit is configured to re-
ceive the signal to delay the controller 9 by a predeter-
mined period of time from when the delay circuit receives
the signal such that the controller 9 turns on the switching
element Q7 at the time t2. Consequently, the controller
is configured to output the pulse voltage in the period To
when the lighting voltage has the constant voltage.

(SECOND EMBODIMENT)

[0076] Fig. 9 shows entire configurations of the second
embodiment in this invention. Hereinafter the circuit com-
ponents of the second embodiment are explained. The
rectification circuit 2 is realized by the diode bridge DB.
The diode bridge is configured to full-wave rectifies the
commercial alternating power source 1 to output the pul-
sating voltage. The output of the diode bridge DB is con-
nected with a series circuit which comprises an inductor
L2 and the switching element Q1 which is in series with
the inductor L2. The smoothing capacitor C3 is connect-
ed across the switching element Q1 through the diode
D1. The inductor L2 is cooperative with the switching
element Q1, the diode D1, and the smoothing capacitor
C3 to form the step up chopper 3. The switching element
Q1 is configured to be turned on and be turned off by the
chopper control circuit 3002. The chopper control circuit
3002 is easily realized by the commercially available in-
tegrated circuit. The switching element Q1 is turned on
and turned off at frequency which is higher than a fre-
quency of the commercial alternating power source 1.
Consequently, the output voltage which is output from
the diode bridge DB is stepped up to the direct current

voltage having a specified value. The smoothing capac-
itor C3 is charged by the direct current voltage.
[0077] The direct current power source E002 in this
embodiment is a direct current voltage source which out-
puts the direct current voltage made from the output volt-
age which is output from the commercial alternating cur-
rent power source and which is rectified and smoothed
by the smoothing capacitor C3. Therefore, the direct cur-
rent power source E001 is realized by a step up chopper
3 which is connected to the diode bridge DB.
[0078] The step up chopper 3 is connected with the
step down chopper 4. The step down chopper 4 acts as
the ballast for regulating "the voltage value of the direct
current voltage which is output from the step up chopper
3" to a desired voltage value. In addition, the step down
chopper 4 is controlled to output the variable output volt-
age such that the step down chopper 4 supplies the suit-
able electric power to the high pressure discharge lamp
8 from when the high pressure discharge lamp 8 is started
to when the high pressure discharge lamp 8 is stably
operated through an arc discharge period. It is noted that
the step up chopper 3 is cooperative with a step down
chopper 4 to form a converter B002.
[0079] The circuit components of the step down chop-
per 4 are explained as follows. The positive terminal of
the smoothing capacitor C3 is connected to the positive
terminal of the capacitor C4 through the switching ele-
ment Q2 and the inductor L3. The negative terminal of
the capacitor C4 is connected to the negative terminal of
the smoothing capacitor C3. The negative terminal of the
capacitor C4 is connected to an anode of the diode D2
for the regenerative current. A cathode of the diode D2
is connected to a connection point between the switching
element Q2 and the inductor L3.
[0080] The circuit operation of the step down chopper
is explained. The switching element Q2 is turned on and
turned off at a high frequency on the basis of the output
control circuit 4002. When the switching element Q2 is
turned on, the direct current power source E002 applies
the electrical current to the switching element Q2, the
inductor L3, and the capacitor C4. When the switching
element Q2 is turned off, the regenerative current is ap-
plied to the inductor L3, the capacitor C4, and the diode
D2. Consequently, the direct current voltage which is
made from the stepped down direct current voltage of
the direct current power source E002 charges the capac-
itor C4. The output control circuit 4002 is configured to
vary the duty cycle of the switching element Q2. (The
duty cycle means the rate of the on period to the one
cycle.) Consequently, the voltage applied to the capacitor
is varied.
[0081] The inverter 6002 is connected to the step down
chopper 4. The inverter 6002 is configured to convert the
direct current voltage which is output from the step down
chopper 4 into the lighting voltage. The lighting voltage
is a rectangular alternating wave. The inverter 6002 is
configured to apply the lighting voltage to the high pres-
sure discharge lamp. The inverter 6002 is realized by a
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full-bridge circuit which comprises the switching ele-
ments Q3 to Q6. The first pair of the switching elements
Q3, Q6 and the second pair of the switching elements
Q4, Q5 are turned on and turned off alternately at a low
frequency by the control signal of the output control circuit
4002. Consequently, the output voltage of the step down
chopper 4 is converted into the rectangular alternating
voltage. The rectangular alternating voltage is applied to
the high pressure discharge lamp 8. The high pressure
discharge lamp 8 (which is a load) is realized by the high
intensity high pressure discharge lamp (HID lamp) such
as the metal halide lamp and the high pressure mercury
lamp.
The igniter 7002 is operated when the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8 is started.
The igniter 7002 is configured to generate the pulse volt-
age for starting the high pressure discharge lamp 8. The
igniter 7002 is configured to superimpose the pulse volt-
age on the lighting voltage to apply the pulse voltage on
the lighting voltage to the high pressure discharge lamp
8. The igniter 7002 comprises the capacitor C1, the trans-
former T1, the switching element Q7, and the impedance
7102. The capacitor C1 receives the predetermined volt-
age value Vc1 of the voltage through the impedance 22,
thereby being charged by the predetermined voltage val-
ue Vc1. The switching element Q7 is configured to be
turned on and turned off by the control signal which is
sent from an outside. The impedance 7102 is provided
for protecting the overcurrent of the switching element
Q7. The impedance 7102 comprises a variable imped-
ance. The transformer T1 comprises the primary winding
N1, the secondary winding N2, and the third winding N3.
The primary winding N1 is connected across the capac-
itor C1. The primary winding N1 is connected in series
with the impedance 7102 and the switching element Q7.
The secondary winding N2 is connected across the in-
verter 6002. The secondary winding N2 is connected in
series with the high pressure discharge lamp. The sec-
ondary winding is configured to induce the pulse voltage
by the voltage which is developed in the primary winding
N1. The third winding N3 is configured to generate the
detection voltage by the current which is developed in
the primary winding N1 and the secondary winding N2.
The impedance 2202 and the capacitor C1 forms the
charging circuit for charging the capacitor C1. In addition,
the capacitor C1 is cooperative with the primary winding
N1, the impedance 7102, and the switching element Q7
to form the discharge circuit of the capacitor C1. The
controller 9 is configured to turn on and turn off the switch-
ing element Q7. The controller 9 is configured to turn on
the switching element Q7 to cause the discharge of the
capacitor C1. As the capacitor C1 is discharged, the ca-
pacitor C1 applies the discharge current to the primary
winding N1. The discharge current which is applied to
the primary winding N1 induces the pulse voltage in the
secondary winding N2. The pulse voltage which is in-
duced in the secondary winding N2 is, as mentioned
above, superimposed on the lighting voltage. As the

pulse voltage and the lighting voltage is developed in the
secondary winding N2, the detection voltage is induced
in the third winding N3. The detection voltage has a cor-
relative relationship with respect to the starting voltage.
It should be noted that the capacitor C2 is a bypass ca-
pacitor for bypassing the high frequency voltage. The
capacitor C2 is provided for preventing the pulse voltage
which is developed in the transformer T1 from being ap-
plied to the inverter 6002. The capacitor C2 is cooperative
with the secondary winding N2 of the transformer and
the high pressure discharge lamp 8 to form a closed se-
ries circuit. When the pulse voltage is developed in the
secondary winding N2 of the transformer T1, the pulse
voltage is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp 8
through the capacitor C2.
[0082] Followings are the steps of starting the high
pressure discharge lamp 8 from an unlighted condition
to a lighted condition.
[0083] When the high pressure discharge lamp lighting
device has a no load mode, the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 has off condition. The igniter 7002 applies the
pulse voltage to the high pressure discharge lamp 8 in
order to break down the insulation between the elec-
trodes of the high pressure discharge lamp 8.
[0084] Then, in the start operation mode, when the
electric insulation of the high pressure discharge lamp is
broken down by the pulse voltage, the arc discharge is
caused subsequent to the glow discharge. After the arc
discharge is started, the temperature in the discharge
tube becomes uniform. In addition, the lamp voltage is
gradually increased over several minutes from when the
high pressure discharge lamp is started. Consequently,
the voltage applied to the high pressure discharge lamp
becomes the stability voltage from several volts to the
stable volts.
[0085] Finally, in the stably lighting mode, after the
lamp is lighted, the temperature of the discharge tube is
raised to have a stable condition after the several minutes
from when the discharge lamp lighting device is started.
As a result, the voltage applied to the lamp becomes
constant.
[0086] The detection voltage which is developed in the
third winding is detected by the pulse voltage detection
circuit 1202 through the voltage dividing circuit. The pulse
voltage detection circuit 1202 is configured to output the
detection signal on the basis of the voltage which is de-
tected by the pulse voltage detection circuit 1202. The
detection signal indicates the voltage level which corre-
sponds to the voltage which is detected by the pulse volt-
age detection circuit 1201. The controller 9 calculates
the corrective value of the pulse voltage which is devel-
oped next time on the basis of the detection signal. Ac-
cording to the corrective value, the impedance regulation
circuit 7202 regulates the impedance value of the imped-
ance 7102. As the impedance value of the impedance
7202 is varied, the impedance value of the discharge
circuit is varied. Therefore, the discharge current which
flows to the primary winding N1 is varied when the ca-
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pacitor C1 is discharged again.
[0087] The impedance 7102 is, for example, realized
by a saturable inductance element (saturable reactor)
shown in Fig. 10. The impedance variation control circuit
72 is configured to output a PWM signal for varying the
duty cycle according to the corrective value. Subsequent-
ly, an integration circuit R72 is cooperative with the inte-
gration capacitor C72 to produce the bias voltage Vc72.
An electrical current which corresponds to the level of
the bias voltage Vc72 flows to the control winding N4
from the integration capacitor C72 through the bias re-
sistor R71. Consequently, the current level which leads
the main winding N5 to saturate when the switching el-
ement Q7 has on state is varied.
[0088] The impedance regulation circuit 7202 corrects
the impedance value of the impedance 7102. Then, the
controller 9 sends the on signal to the switching element
Q7 whereby, the switching element Q7 is turned on. Con-
sequently, the capacitor C1 which is charged is dis-
charged. When the capacitor C1 discharges, the dis-
charge current is applied to the discharge circuit. Con-
sequently, the discharge current is applied to the primary
wining N1, whereby the regulated pulse voltage is in-
duced in the secondary winding N2. Therefore, the im-
pedance variation control circuit 72 acts as the stating
voltage regulation circuit.
[0089] It should be noted that when the switching ele-
ment Q7 of the discharge circuit is turned on, the charging
voltage Vc1 of the capacitor C1 has approximately con-
stant voltage. For example, the capacitor C1 is config-
ured to be charged by the direct current power source
21 through the impedance 2202 such as a switching el-
ement or the resistor at an arbitrarily timing such that the
capacitor C3 holds the voltage Vc3.
[0090] According to this embodiment, even if the output
line is extended, it is possible to obtain the high pressure
discharge lamp lighting device which is configured to out-
put the high pressure pulse voltage having a certain peak
value for necessary to start the high pressure discharge
lamp at a low price and simple configurations.
[0091] In this embodiment, the voltage which is in-
duced in the third winding N3 is detected as the detection
voltage. However, it is possible to employ the pulse volt-
age detection circuit which is connected in parallel with
the high pressure discharge lamp 8. Consequently, the
pulse voltage detection circuit is configured to detect the
starting voltage applied to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8. In addition, it is also possible to employ the pulse
voltage detection circuit which is connected in parallel
with the primary winding N1. Consequently, the pulse
voltage detection circuit is configured to detect the pulse
voltage which is induced in the primary winding N1.
[0092] Fig. 11 shows a first modification of the second
embodiment. This modification comprises an inductance
L1 instead of the variable impedance element 7102 com-
pared with the second embodiment. The inductance L1
is provided for prevention of the excess current. In addi-
tion, the second modification comprises the operation

voltage variation circuit 7302 instead of the impedance
variation control circuit 7202. The switching element Q7
has an internal impedance which is varied according to
the applied voltage when the switching element Q7 is
turned on. The operation voltage variation circuit 7302 is
configured to vary the on resistance of the switching el-
ement Q7 on the basis of the corrective value of the pulse
voltage. In other words, the operation voltage variation
circuit 7302 is configured to regulate the voltage when
the operation voltage variation circuit 7302 turns on the
switching element Q7. Consequently, the internal imped-
ance of the switching element Q7 is varied. Consequent-
ly, the impedance of the charging circuit is varied. That
is, the operation voltage variation circuit 73 acts as the
starting voltage regulation circuit.
[0093] The detection voltage which is induced in the
third winding N3 is applied to the pulse voltage detection
circuit 12 through the voltage dividing circuit 1102. The
pulse voltage detection circuit 1202 is configured to out-
put the detection signal indicative of the voltage level
corresponding to the starting voltage on the basis of the
divided detection voltage. The operation voltage varia-
tion circuit 7302 is configured to regulate the voltage level
for operating the switching element Q7 on the basis of
the detection signal.
[0094] As shown in Fig. 12, when the controller 9 re-
ceives the pulse output timing signal from the output con-
trol circuit 4002, the controller 9 turns on the switching
element Q7. That is, the controller 9 applies the voltage
having an operation voltage level which is determined by
the operation voltage variation circuit 7302 to the switch-
ing element Q7 in order to turn on the switching element
Q7.
[0095] The switching element Q7 is configured to be
turned on at a timing after a predetermined period when
the polarity is inverted. Consequently, it is possible
achieve the sensitive feedback of the peak voltage level
without disturbance noise caused by the hydraulic tran-
sient of the rectangular alternating wave. In addition, the
switching element Q7 is turned on at a timing before the
several hundred microseconds to the several millisec-
onds from the polarity inversion of the next time such that
it is possible to supply electric power which is required
for stabilizing the discharge condition of the high pressure
discharge lamp when electrical insulation of the high
pressure discharge lamp is broken by the pulse voltage.
[0096] Fig. 12 shows main components in this modifi-
cation. The voltage dividing circuit 1102 divides the de-
tection voltage which is detected in third winding N3 by
the resistor R1 and the resistor R2. The divided voltage
is applied to a pulse voltage detection circuit 1202. The
pulse voltage detection circuit 1202 comprises a compa-
rator CP-H, a comparator CP-M, and a comparator CP-
L to have a plurality of reference levels. (In Fig. 12, the
pulse voltage detection circuit 1202 has a reference level
H, a reference level M, and a reference level L.) Accord-
ing to the comparative result of the comparators CP-H,
CP-M, and CP-L, the voltage level for operating the
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switching element Q7 is corrected by the operation volt-
age variation circuit 7302.
[0097] When the pulse voltage is low, only the compa-
rator CP-L corresponding to the level L is turned on.
Therefore, the operation voltage level for turning on the
switching element Q7 is increased. In contrast, when the
pulse voltage is high, the comparator CP-H is also turned
on. Therefore, the operation voltage level for turning on
the switching element Q7 is decreased. In this manner,
the operation voltage level of the switching element Q7
is controlled as the three stages of Vgs1, Vgs2, and Vgs3.
[0098] When the operation voltage level for turning on
the switching element Q7 is varied, as shown in Fig. 14,
the on-resistance Rds between the drain and the source
is varied with respect to the voltage Vgs between the
gate and the source of the FET. Consequently, the im-
pedance of the discharge circuit when the switching el-
ement Q7 is turned on is varied.
[0099] In addition, as shown in Fig. 15, it is possible to
achieve the same, control by varying operation voltage
of the switching element Q7 with time. (It is possible to
achieve the same control by varying the gradient of the
increase of the voltage.)
[0100] When the controller 9 sends the on-signal to the
switching element Q7 to turn on the switching element
Q7, the discharge circuit is formed. Consequently, the
capacitor C1 is discharged. The discharge of the capac-
itor C1 applies the discharge current to the discharge
circuit. When the discharge current is applied to the pri-
mary winding N1, the pulse voltage is induced in the sec-
ondary winding N2. In addition, when the discharge cur-
rent is applied to the primary winding N1, the detection
voltage is induced in the third winding N3.
[0101] According to this embodiment, it is possible to
obtain the high pressure discharge lamp lighting device
which is realized simple circuit with low cost, and which
is configured to output a high pressure pulse voltage hav-
ing a constant peak value when the high pressure dis-
charge lamp is started even if the output wiring is extend-
ed.
[0102] Fig. 16 shows a circuit diagram of the second
modification of the second embodiment. In this modifica-
tion, the switching element Q7 is realized by a bipolar
transistor instead of the MOSFET. In addition, an oper-
ation current variation circuit 74 is employed instead of
the operation voltage variation circuit 73. Furthermore, a
diode is placed between the corrector and the emitter of
the bipolar transistor such that the diode allows the re-
generative current to flow from the emitter to the correc-
tor.
[0103] The operation current variation circuit 7402 is
configured to vary the amplitude or the gradient of the
operation current (base current) of the bipolar transistor
according to the corrective value of the pulse voltage.
[0104] Fig. 17 shows a relationship between "the volt-
age VBE between the base and the emitter" and "the
corrector current Ic of the corrector". As is obvious from
the characteristics, in order to vary the corrector current

Ic of the corrector, it is possible to vary the voltage Vbe
between the base and the emitter according to the cor-
rective value of the pulse voltage. Consequently, it is pos-
sible to vary the impedance component of the switching
element Q7 in on-state. Components and operations oth-
er than the above is same as the components and the
operations of the second embodiment.
[0105] Fig. 18 shows a circuit diagram of the third mod-
ification of the second embodiment. In this modification,
two switching elements Q7a and Q7b are employed in-
stead of the switching element Q7 of the second modifi-
cation. The switching element Q7a in on-state has a re-
sistance value which is different from a resistance value
of the switching element Q7b in on-state. The switching
element Q7a is connected in parallel with the switching
element Q7b. In addition, the circuit further comprises
the selection control circuit 7502 which is configured to
determine the corrective value of the pulse voltage on
the basis of the detection result of the voltage of the pulse
voltage detection circuit. The selection control circuit
7502 is configured to output the selection signal to the
controller 9 on the basis of the corrective value of the
pulse voltage. The selection signal allows the controller
to turn on the switching element Q7a or the switching
element Q7b selectively. According to the selection sig-
nal, the controller is configured to turn on either one of
the switching element Q7a or the switching element Q7b
which is different in the resistance value in on-state from
the switching element Q7a. Consequently, the imped-
ance of the discharge current is varied. It should be noted
that it is possible to employ the selection control circuit
7502 which is integral with the controller 9.
[0106] The difference between "the resistance values
of the switching elements Q7a in on-state" and "the re-
sistance value of the switching element Q7b in on-states"
are determined on the basis of the corrective accuracy.
In addition, it is possible to employ further switching el-
ements to connect in parallel with the switching elements
Q7a and Q7b as necessary. In addition, it is also possible
to combine the above configuration with the variation
control of the gate voltage explained in the second em-
bodiment.
[0107] In addition, as shown in Fig. 19, it is possible to
employ the switching element Q7a which is connected
in series with the resistor R1, the switching elements Q7b
which is connected in series with the resistor R2, and the
switching element Q7c which is connected in series with
the resistor R3. In this case, the resistor R1, Rb, and Rc
are different in the resistance values from each other.
Consequently, it is possible to vary the impedance of the
discharge circuit when one of the switching elements
Q7a, Q7b, and Q7c is turned on. The components and
the operation other than the above is same as the com-
ponents and the operation of the second embodiment.
[0108] Fig. 20 shows a circuit diagram of the fourth
modification of the second embodiment. In this embodi-
ment, the transformer T1 comprises the primary winding
N1 which has a tap A and a tab B. The switching element
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Q7a is connected to the primary winding N1 through the
tap A. Consequently, the number of turn of the primary
winding N1 between the capacitor C1 and the tap A is
equal to TNa times. The switching element Q7b is con-
nected to the primary winding N1 through the tap B. The
number of turn of the secondary winding N2 between the
capacitor C1 and the tap B is equal to TNb times. The
primary winding is connected to the switching element
Q7 through the end terminal C. The number of turn of
the primary winding between the capacitor C1 to the end
terminal C is equal to TNc times. It is noted that the
number of turn of the secondary winding N2 is equal to
TN2 times. The switching element Q7a is connected in
parallel with the switching element Q7c through the tap
A. The switching element Q7b is connected in parallel
with the switching element Q7c through the tap B. In ad-
dition, the circuit further comprises the selection control
circuit 7502. The selection control circuit 7502 is provided
for turning on one of the switching element Q7a, the
switching element Q7b, and the switching element Q7c
selectively. The selection control circuit 7502 is provided
with a controller integrally for turning on each the switch-
ing elements Q7a, Q7b, and Q7c. The discharge circuit
is configured to step up "the voltage induced in the pri-
mary winding N1 of the transformer T1 when the switch-
ing element Q7a has on state" in order to output "the high
pressure pulse voltage which is equal to TNa/TN2 times
of the voltage induced in the primary winding N1". Con-
sequently, the discharge circuit applies the high pressure
pulse voltage to the high pressure discharge lamp 8. The
discharge circuit is configured to step up "the voltage
induced in the primary winding N1 of the transformer T1
when the switching element Q7b has on state" in order
to output "the high pressure pulse voltage which is equal
to TNb/TN2 times of the voltage induced in the primary
winding N1". The discharge circuit is configured to step
up "the voltage induced in the primary winding N1 of the
transformer T1 when the switching element Q7c has on
state" in order to output "the high pressure pulse voltage
which is equal to TNc/TN2 times of the voltage induced
in the primary winding N1.
[0109] The number of the tap of the primary winding
N1 is arbitrarily determined on the basis of the corrective
accuracy. The turn ratios are also arbitrarily determined
on the basis of the corrective accuracy. In addition, it is
possible to combine this configuration with the variation
control of the gate voltage explained in the second em-
bodiment. The components and the operations other
than the above is same as the components and the op-
erations in the second embodiment.
[0110] According to this embodiment, it is possible to
obtain the high pressure discharge lamp lighting device
which is realized simple circuit with low cost, and which
is configured to output a high pressure pulse voltage hav-
ing a constant peak value when the high pressure dis-
charge lamp is started even if the output wiring is extend-
ed.
[0111] It should be noted that the switching element

which is employed in the igniter 7002 is not limited to the
MOSFET and the bipolar transistor. That is, semiconduc-
tor switching element such as a IGBT and a bidirectional
thyristor is capable of employing as the switching element
of the igniter 7002.

(THIRD EMBODIMENT)

[0112] Fig. 21 shows a block diagram of the third em-
bodiment. In this embodiment, the step up chopper 3 is
cooperative with the step down chopper 4 to form a con-
verter B003. Fig. 22 shows a detail illustration of the step
up chopper 3, the step down chopper 4, the igniter 7003,
the step up chopper control circuit 3003, and the step
down chopper control circuit 3004.
[0113] Fig. 22 shows the circuit components of the step
up chopper 3. The inductor L2 is cooperative with the
switching element Q1 to form a series circuit. The series
circuit is connected across the rectification circuit 2. The
smoothing capacitor C3 is connected across the switch-
ing element Q1 through the diode D1. The inductor L2 is
cooperative with the switching element Q1, the diode D1,
and the smoothing capacitor C3 to form the step up chop-
per 3. The step up chopper control circuit 3003 is config-
ured to turn on and turn off the switching element Q1.
The switching element Q1 is controlled to be turned on
and turned off at a frequency which is sufficiently higher
than a frequency of the commercial alternating current
power source 1. Consequently, the output voltage which
is output from the rectification circuit 2 is stepped up to
a specified direct current voltage. The specified direct
current voltage is applied to the smoothing capacitor C3.
[0114] The direct current power source in this embod-
iment is realized by a direct current power source com-
prising the commercial alternating current power source
1 and the smoothing capacitor C3 which rectifies and
smoothes the output of the commercial alternating power
source 1. However, the direct current power source is
not limited thereto.
[0115] The step down chopper 4 is connected across
the step up chopper 3. The step down chopper 4 acts as
the ballast. Therefore, the step down chopper 4 supplies
the target electric power to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 (which is the load). In addition, the step down
chopper 4 is controlled to supply the suitable electric pow-
er to the high pressure discharge lamp 8 through the
period of arc discharge from when the high pressure dis-
charge lamp is started to when the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8 is stably operated.
[0116] The circuit components of the step down chop-
per 4 are explained. The positive terminal of the smooth-
ing capacitor C3 (which acts as the direct current power
source) is connected to the positive terminal of the ca-
pacitor C4 through the switching element Q2 and the
inductor L3. The negative terminal of the capacitor C4 is
connected to the negative terminal of the smoothing ca-
pacitor C3. The negative terminal of the capacitor C4 is
connected to the anode of the diode D2. The diode D2
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is provided for the regenerative current. The cathode of
the diode D2 is connected to the connection point be-
tween the switching element Q2 and the inductor L3.
[0117] The circuit operation of the step down chopper
4 is explained. The switching element Q2 is configured
to be turned on and turned off at a high frequency ac-
cording to the control signal which is output from the step
down chopper control circuit 4003. When the switching
element Q2 has on state, the step up chopper outputs
the current to the switching element Q2, the inductor L3,
and the capacitor C4. When the switching element Q2
has off state, the regenerative current is flown to the in-
ductor L3, the capacitor C4, and the diode D2. Conse-
quently, the output voltage which is output from the step
up chopper 3 is stepped down, whereby the direct current
voltage is applied to the capacitor C4. The step down
chopper control circuit 4003 is configured to vary the duty
cycle of the switching element Q2. (The duty cycle means
the ratio of the on period to the one cycle.) Consequently,
the voltage applied to the capacitor C4 is varied.
[0118] The inverter 6003 is connected to the step down
chopper 4. The inverter 6003 is realized by the full bridge
circuit. The full bridge circuit comprises the four switching
elements. The inverter 6003 is configured to convert the
output power of the step down chopper 4 to the lighting
voltage of the rectangular alternating wave at low fre-
quency in synchronization with the rectangular wave po-
larity reversing signal which is output from the rectangular
wave control circuit 6013. Consequently, the inverter
6003 supplies the lighting voltage to the high pressure
discharge lamp 8. The high pressure discharge lamp 8
is realized by a high intensity high pressure discharge
lamp such as the metal halide lamp and the high pressure
mercury lamp.
[0119] The step down chopper control circuit 4003
comprises a stationary control circuit 4303, a start control
circuit 4403, a state changeover circuit 5003, an output
detection circuit 4103, and a FET control circuit 4203.
The stationary control circuit 4303 is configured to deter-
mine an output target voltage value of "the voltage which
is output from the step down chopper 4 and which is
output when the high pressure discharge lamp has a sta-
tionary state". The start control circuit 4403 is configured
to compare "the high pressure pulse voltage which is
detected by the pulse voltage detection circuit 12 when
the high pressure discharge lamp is started" with "the
target value of the high pressure pulse voltage". Subse-
quently, the start control circuit 4403 is configured to de-
termine an output target value of the step down chopper
4 on the basis of the comparative result. The state
changeover circuit 5003 is configured to detect the output
current which is output from the step down chopper 4 in
order to change the operation between the start control
circuit 4403 and the stationary control circuit 4303. The
output detection circuit 4103 is configured to detect the
output of the step down chopper 4. The FET control circuit
4203 is configured to turn on and turn off the switching
element Q2 on the basis of the input which is output from

the start control circuit 4403 or the stationary control cir-
cuit 4303.
[0120] In addition, the step up chopper control circuit
3003 comprises a stationary control circuit 3303, a start
control circuit 3403, an output detection circuit 3103, and
a FET control circuit 3202. The stationary control circuit
3303 is configured to determine the output target value
which is output from the step up chopper 3 when the high
pressure discharge lamp is in the stationary state. The
start control circuit 3403 is configured to determine the
output target value of the step up chopper when the high
pressure discharge lamp is in the start state. The output
detection circuit 3103 is configured to detect the output
of the step up chopper 3. The FET control circuit 3203 is
configured to turn on and turn off the switching element
Q1 on the basis of the input which is output from the start
control circuit 3403 or the stationary control circuit 3303.
[0121] The igniter 7 is configured to be operated only
when the high pressure discharge lamp 8 is started. The
igniter 7 is configured to generate the pulse voltage. The
igniter 7 is configured to superimpose the pulse voltage
on the lighting voltage. The igniter 7 comprises the ca-
pacitor C1, the transformer T1, the switching element
Q7, and the impedance 71. The capacitor C1 is config-
ured to be charged by a predetermined voltage value of
the voltage Vc1 by the step up chopper 3 through the
impedance 22. The switching element Q7 is turned on
and turned off by the outside control signal. The imped-
ance 71 is provided for protection of the excess current
to the switching element Q7. The transformer T1 com-
prises the primary winding N1, the secondary winding
N2, and the third winding N3. The primary winding N1 is
connected across the capacitor C1. The primary winding
N1 is connected in series with the impedance 71 and the
switching element Q7. The secondary winding N2 is con-
nected across the inverter 6003. The secondary winding
N2 is connected in series with the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8. The secondary winding N2 is configured
to develop the pulse voltage when the current is applied
to the primary winding N1. The third winding N3 is con-
figured to induce the detection voltage when the pulse
voltage is developed in the secondary winding N2. The
impedance 22 is cooperative with the capacitor C1 to
form a charging circuit for charging the capacitor C1. The
capacitor C1 is cooperative with the primary winding N1,
the impedance 71, and the switching element Q7 to form
the discharge circuit for discharging the capacitor C1.
The start pulse control circuit 9003 is configured to turn
on and turn off the switching element Q7. The start pulse
control circuit 9003 is configured to turn on the switching
element Q7 to discharge the capacitor C1 which is
charged by the charging power source 2102. When the
capacitor C1 is discharged, the capacitor C1 applies the
discharge current to the primary winding N1. The dis-
charge current applied to the primary winding induces
the pulse voltages in the secondary winding. The pulse
voltage which is induced in the secondary winding is, as
mentioned above, superimposed on the lighting voltage.
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In addition, the pulse voltage and the lighting voltage be-
ing developed in the secondary winding N2 induces the
detection voltage in the third winding N3. The detection
voltage has a correlative relationship with respect to the
starting voltage. The capacitor C2 is provided for bypass-
ing the high frequency voltage. Consequently, the capac-
itor C2 prevents the high frequency voltage from being
applied to the inverter 6003. The capacitor C2 is coop-
erative with the secondary winding N2 and the high pres-
sure discharge lamp 8 to form a closed series circuit. As
the high pressure pulse voltage is induced in the second-
ary winding N2 of the transformer T1, the high pressure
pulse voltage is applied to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 through the capacitor C2.
[0122] Fig. 23 shows waveforms in a condition where
the length of the wiring to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 is short and where a floating capacitance of the
wiring is extremely small. In this case, a maximum value
of the high pressure pulse voltage which is stepped up
by the transformer T1 is determined as the target value
Vm of the high pressure pulse voltage. The output voltage
value of the voltage which is output from the step down
chopper 4 is determined as the output target value Vr in
the stationary state.
[0123] Fig. 24 shows waveforms in a condition where
the length of the wiring to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 is long and where the high pressure pulse voltage
which is stepped up is attenuated by the floating capac-
itance of the wiring. The detection voltage developed in
the third winding N3 is applied to the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit 12 through the voltage dividing circuit 11.
The pulse voltage detection circuit 12 is configured to
output the detection signal on the basis of the detection
voltage which is divided by the voltage dividing circuit 11.
The detection signal is indicative of the voltage level
which corresponds to the starting voltage. The detection
signal is sent to the start control circuit 4403. The start
control circuit 4403 is acts as the starting voltage regu-
lation circuit. The start control circuit 4403 is configured
to calculate the difference between "the high pressure
pulse voltage Vp which is indicated by the voltage level
of the detection signal" and "the target value Vm of the
high pressure pulse voltage. That is, the difference indi-
cates a shortfall voltage dV from the target value. Then,
the start control circuit 4403 determines "the output tar-
get value of the step down chopper" which is higher than
the stationary target value Vr of the step down chopper
by dV. The FET control circuit 4203 of the step down
chopper control circuit 4003 receives the output which is
output from the start control circuit 4403 in order to turn
on and turn off the switching element Q2. When the
switching element Q2 is turned on and turned off, the
output voltage which is output from the step down chop-
per is regulated. Subsequently, the output detection cir-
cuit 4103 is configured to detect the output voltage of the
step down chopper 4 in order to feed back the output
voltage to the FET control circuit 4203. According to the
result which is fed back from the output detection circuit,

the FET control circuit 41 regulates the timing of turning
on and turning off the switching element Q2. In this man-
ner, the output voltage which is output from the step down
chopper 4 is regulated to the output target value.
[0124] Fig. 25 shows waveforms in a case where "the
output target value Vd of the voltage which is output from
the step down chopper 4" which is determined by the
start control circuit 4403 of the step down chopper control
circuit 4003 is higher than the voltage value of the input
voltage which is output from the step down chopper 4.
In this case, the start control circuit 4403 of the step down
chopper control circuit 4003 sends the output target value
Vd to the start control circuit 3403 of the step up chopper
control circuit 3003. The start control circuit 3403 acts as
a part of the start voltage regulation circuit. The start con-
trol circuit 3403 of the step up chopper control circuit 3003
outputs a target voltage value which is higher than the
output target value Vd of the step down chopper 4 as the
output target value Vu of the step up chopper 3. The FET
control circuit 3203 of the step up chopper control circuit
3003 is configured to control the switching element Q1
on the basis of the target voltage value which is sent from
the start control circuit 3403. The output detection circuit
3103 detects the output voltage of the step up chopper
3 in order to feed back the output voltage to the FET
control circuit 3203. The FET control circuit 3203 regu-
lates the timing of turning on and turning off the switching
element Q1 again on the basis of the result of the feed-
back. In this manner, the step up chopper 3 is configured
to step up the output voltage. As a result, the input voltage
of the step down chopper 4 is also raised, whereby it is
possible to raise the upper limit of the output voltage
which is output from the step down chopper 4.
[0125] Fig. 26 shows configurations of the start control
circuit 4403 of the step down chopper control circuit 4003
in this embodiment. In addition, Fig. 27 shows waveforms
which corresponds to the each components in Fig. 24.
The start control circuit 4403 comprises a peak value
detection circuit 44a, a high pressure pulse detection cir-
cuit 44b, and a step down chopper setting circuit 44c.
The peak value detection circuit 44a is configured to re-
ceive the feedback which indicates the pulse voltage
which is output from the pulse voltage detection circuit
12 in order to detect the peak value Vp of the pulse volt-
age. The high pressure pulse detection circuit 44b is con-
figured to calculate a difference between the peak value
Vp of the pulse voltage and the target value Vm of the
pulse voltage, whereby the high pressure pulse detection
circuit 44b outputs a calculation result. The step down
chopper setting circuit 44c adds the reference voltage Vr
of the step down chopper 4 to the difference dV of the
pulse voltage, whereby the step down chopper setting
circuit 44c outputs a target value to the FET control circuit
4203.
[0126] As mentioned above, the shortfall of the high
pressure pulse voltage which is stepped up by the trans-
former T1 is offset by the output voltage which is output
from the step down chopper 4. Consequently, it is pos-
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sible to constantly keep the peak value of the voltage
applied to the high pressure discharge lamp 8 when the
high pressure discharge lamp 8 is started.
[0127] In this embodiment, the voltage which is in-
duced in the third winding is detected as the detection
voltage. However, it is possible to connect the pulse volt-
age detection circuit in parallel with the high pressure
discharge lamp 8. In this case, the pulse voltage detection
circuit is configured to detect the starting voltage which
is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp 8. In ad-
dition, it is also possible to connect the pulse voltage
detection circuit in parallel with the primary winding N1.
Consequently, the pulse voltage detection circuit is con-
figured to detect the pulse voltage which is induced in
the primary winding N1.
[0128] Fig. 28 shows a block diagram of a first modifi-
cation of the third embodiment. Fig. 29 shows a detail
illustration of the step up chopper 3, the step down chop-
per 4, the igniter 7003, the step up chopper control circuit
3003, and the step down chopper control circuit 4003.
[0129] As shown in Fig. 29, the step down chopper
control circuit 4003 comprises a stationary control circuit
4303, a start control circuit 4403, a state changeover cir-
cuit 5003, an output detection circuit 4103, and a FET
control circuit 4203. The stationary control circuit 4303
is configured to determine the output target value of the
voltage which is output from the step down chopper 4.
The start control circuit 4403 is configured to determine
the variation of the output voltage which is output from
the step down chopper when the high pressure discharge
lamp is started. The state changeover circuit 5003 is con-
figured to detect the output current which is output from
the step down chopper 4. The state changeover circuit
5003 is configured to detect the output of the step down
chopper 4. The FET control circuit 4203 is configured to
turn on and turn off the switching element Q2 on the basis
of the input which is sent from the start control circuit
4403 and the stationary control circuit 4303.
[0130] Fig. 30 shows waveforms in the components,
respectively.
[0131] When there is no load, as shown in Fig. 31, the
step down chopper 4 is controlled such that the output
voltage of the step down chopper 4 has a certain varia-
tion. In Fig. 31, abscissa axis indicates the time. The or-
dinate axis indicates the voltage value. The step down
chopper 4 outputs the output voltage. The output voltage
which is output from the step down chopper 4 is inverted
by the inverter 6003 into the low frequency alternating
voltage shown in Fig. 31. The cycle length of the low
frequency alternating current is generally equal to several
hundreds. The amplitude of the low frequency alternating
current is generally equal to several hundred volts.
[0132] In this modification, the start pulse control circuit
comprises a variation detection circuit 9730 and a calcu-
lation circuit 9803. The variation detection circuit 9730 is
configured to detect the variation amount of the direct
current voltage which is output from the step down chop-
per 4. The variation detection circuit 9730 is configured

to output the output voltage detection signal which indi-
cates the variation amount of the direct current voltage.
The calculation circuit 9830 is configured to calculate the
timing on the basis of detection signal which is output
from the pulse voltage detection circuit 12 and the output
voltage detection signal which is output from the variation
detection circuit 9703. The timing which is calculated by
the calculation circuit 9803 corresponds to a timing at
which the starting voltage becomes the desired value.
FET control circuit 96 is configured to turn on the switch-
ing element Q7 at the timing which is calculated by the
calculation circuit 9803. Therefore, the start control circuit
3403 is cooperative with the start control circuit 4403, the
variation detection circuit 9703, and the calculation circuit
9803 to form a starting voltage regulation circuit.
[0133] Fig. 32 shows a specific circuit configuration of
the start control circuit 4403 of the step down chopper
control circuit 4003 in the modification. The start control
circuit 4403 is configured to charge the capacitor through
a constant current circuit. The capacitor is discharged at
timing at which the inverter 6003 inverts the polarity. Con-
sequently, the output which is shown in Fig. 33 is output.
[0134] Fig. 34 and Fig. 35 show configurations of the
start pulse control circuit 9003. Fig. 36 shows waveforms
in the components, respectively.
[0135] Fig. 34 shows a detail of the variation detection
circuit 9703 in the start pulse control circuit 9003. The
variation detection circuit 9703 is realized by an opera-
tional amplifier. The variation detection circuit 9703 is
configured to calculate the output variation value of the
step down chopper 4 to output the calculation result to
the FET control circuit 96.
[0136] Fig. 35 shows a calculation circuit 9803 of the
start pulse control circuit 9003. The calculation circuit
9803 comprises a peak value detection circuit 96a and
a pulse variation detection circuit 96b. The peak value
detection circuit 96a is cooperative with a pulse variation
detection circuit 96b to calculate the difference dV from
the feedback of the high pressure pulse voltage, and out-
put the calculation result to the FET gate voltage regu-
lation circuit 96c. FET gate voltage control circuit 96c is
configured to allow the FET control circuit 96 to turn on
the switching element Q7 when the difference dV be-
comes equal to the output variation value of the voltage
which is output from the step down chopper. Conse-
quently, it is possible to offset the variation amount of the
pulse voltage by the variation amount of the output volt-
age which is output from the inverter 6003. As a result,
it is possible to constantly keep the peak voltage applied
to the high pressure discharge lamp.
[0137] In addition, as shown in Fig. 31, the output volt-
age which is output from the step down chopper 4 is
varied continuously from at a moment when the polarity
of the lighting voltage is inverted. However, the variation
of the output voltage is not limited thereto. For example,
it is possible to vary the output voltage in a stepwise fash-
ion shown in Fig. 37. In a case where the output voltage
of the step down chopper 4 is varied in the stepwise fash-
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ion, the FET control circuit 96 and the calculation circuit
9803 are set to turn on the switching element Q7 such
that when the period between the output signal from the
pulse voltage detection circuit 12 and the output signal
from the variation detection circuit 9730 becomes small-
est. In a case where the output voltage from the step
down chopper is varied in an upwards stepwise fashion,
it is possible to easily adjust "the peak value applied to
the high pressure discharge lamp 8" equal to the target
value.
[0138] Fig. 38 shows an entire configuration of the
block diagram of the second modification of the third em-
bodiment. In this embodiment, the configurations for de-
tecting the high pressure pulse voltage which is stepped
up by the transformer T1, and for feeding back the de-
tected high pressure pulse voltage in order to regulate
the output of the step down chopper 4 are same as those
of Fig. 22 in the third embodiment.
[0139] In this embodiment, the start control circuit 4403
of the step down chopper control circuit 4003 is config-
ured to detect the polarity reversing signal which is output
from the rectangular wave control circuit 6013. Subse-
quently, the start control circuit 4403 determines the out-
put target value of the step down chopper 4 on the basis
of the variation amount of the pulse voltage in a first pe-
riod. The first period is equal to a half cycle of the rec-
tangular alternating wave having a polarity which is same
to the polarity of the pulse voltage.
[0140] In addition, the start pulse control circuit 9003
is configured to detect the polarity inversion signal which
is output from the rectangular wave control circuit 6013,
and is configured to develop the high pressure pulse volt-
age only in the half cycle of the rectangular alternating
wave having a polarity which is same to the polarity of
the pulse voltage. For example, there are some situations
where the polarity of the rectangular wave output voltage
is same as the polarity of the high pressure pulse voltage.
Under this situation, the FET control circuit 96 of the start
pulse control circuit 9003 turns on the switching element
Q7 at a timing of inverting the polarity of the rectangular
output voltage from the negative polarity to the negative
polarity.
[0141] Fig. 39 shows configurations of the start control
circuit 4403 of the step down chopper 4 in this embodi-
ment. In this embodiment, a transistor Tr is connected to
an output terminal of the high pressure pulse detection
circuit 44b of the start control circuit 4403 (such as Fig.
26). When the transistor Tr is turned on, the output of the
high pressure pulse detection circuit 44b is grounded.
The base of the transistor Tr receives the polarity rever-
sion signal from the rectangular wave control circuit 6013.
Consequently, the transistor Tr is turned on in only a half
cycle where the high pressure pulse voltage has a polarity
which is opposite to the polarity of the rectangular wave
output voltage. Furthermore, the output voltage of the
high pressure pulse variation detection unit 44b is set to
zero. In addition, the output target value of the step down
chopper 4 is set to have a value equal to a value of the

reference output voltage.
[0142] Fig. 40 shows waveforms of the components,
respectively. Apparent from Fig. 40, "combinations of the
polarity of the high pressure pulse voltage and the polarity
of the rectangular wave output" includes some combina-
tion which is not suitable for regulating the output of the
step down chopper 4. Therefore, it is preferred to regulate
the output of the step down chopper 4 only when the
output of the step down chopper 4 has the polarity which
is same as the polarity of the high pressure pulse voltage.
Consequently, a regulation range of the peak voltage
which is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp is
broadened compared with a case where an effective val-
ue of the output voltage is equal. In addition, with this
configuration, it is possible to prevent the development
of the wasted pulse voltage.
[0143] Fig. 41 shows a circuit diagram showing entire
configurations in a third modification of the third embod-
iment. This modification also comprises components
which are in common with the components of the third
embodiment. Therefore, the components in this modifi-
cation is configured to detect the pulse voltage which is
stepped up by the transformer T1, is configured to feed
back the detected pulse voltage in order to regulate the
output of the step down chopper 4, and is configured to
regulate the generation of the pulse voltage detected by
the polarity reversion signal of the rectangulare wave
control circuit 6013 by the start pulse control circuit 9003.
[0144] Fig. 42 shows waveforms of the components,
respectively. The start control circuit 4403 of the step
down chopper control circuit 4003 is configured to detect
the polarity reversion signal which is output from the rec-
tangular wave control circuit 6013. The start control cir-
cuit 4403 is configured to determines the output target
value and regulate the output of the step down chopper
4 only in a half cycle of the rectangular wave output having
a polarity which is equal to the polarity of the pulse volt-
age. The output target value is determined on the basis
of the polarity reversion signal which is detected by the
start control circuit 4403. The start control circuit 4403 is
configured to regulate the output of the step down chop-
per 4 on the basis of the output target value.
[0145] When "the polarity of the voltage of the rectan-
gular wave output is positive" and also the output of the
step down chopper 4 is regulated, the start pulse control
circuit 9003 turns on the switching element Q7 at a timing
at which the polarity of the voltage of the rectangular wave
is changed from the negative to the positive.
[0146] When the polarity of the voltage of the rectan-
gular wave is changed from the negative state to the pos-
itive state, the start control circuit 4403 of the step down
chopper 4003 is configured to determine the output target
value of the step down chopper according to an amount
of variation of the high pressure pulse voltage. That is,
the output target value of the step down chopper 4 is
temporary raised so as to offset the shortfall dVp of the
high pressure pulse voltage. Subsequently, when the
start pulse control circuit 9003 turns off the switching el-
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ement Q7, the start control circuit 4403 of the step down
chopper control circuit 4003 lowers the output target val-
ue of the voltage which is output from the step down
chopper 4.
[0147] As mentioned above, the output of the step
down chopper 4 is regulated only when the high pressure
pulse voltage is generated. Therefore, it is possible to
decrease the effective value of the voltage for starting
the high pressure discharge lamp 8 considerably. As a
result, it is possible to broaden the regulation range of
the peak value of the pulse voltage which is applied to
the high pressure discharge lamp, compared with the
case where the effective value of the output voltage is
approximately equal. In addition, it is possible to prevent
the generation of the wasted pulse voltage.

(FOURTH EMBODIMENT)

[0148] Fig. 43 shows a circuit diagram of the entire
components in the fourth embodiment. Hereinafter, the
circuit components are explained. The high pressure dis-
charge lamp lighting device is configured to receive the
electric power from the commercial alternating current
power source 1. The rectification circuit 2 is realized by
the diode bridge DB. The rectification circuit 2 is config-
ured full-wave rectifies the alternating current voltage
supplied from the commercial alternating current power
source 1 in order to output the pulsating voltage. The
diode bridge DB is connected to a capacitor Ci in such a
manner that the diode bridge DB is connected in parallel
with the capacitor Ci. The diode bridge DB is connected
to a series circuit. The series circuit is composed of the
inductor L2 and the switching element Q1. The smooth-
ing capacitor C3 is connected across the switching ele-
ment Q1 through the diode D1. The inductor L2 is coop-
erative with the switching element Q1, the diode D1, the
capacitor Ci, and the smoothing capacitor C3 to form a
step up chopper 3. The switching element Q1 is turned
on and turned off by the step up chopper controller 3004.
The step up chopper controller 3004 is realized by the
integrated circuit which is commercially available. The
switching element Q1 is configured to be turned on and
be turned off at frequency which is sufficiently higher than
a frequency of the commercial alternating current voltage
which is supplied from the commercial alternating current
power source 1. Consequently, the output voltage which
is output from the diode bridge DB is stepped up to a
certain direct current voltage, whereby the smoothing ca-
pacitor C3 is charged by the certain direct current voltage.
[0149] The direct current power source E is the direct
current voltage source which includes a commercial al-
ternating current power source 1 and the smoothing ca-
pacitor C3 which is configured to rectify and smooth the
output of the commercial alternating current power
source 1. Therefore, the direct current power source E
is equivalent to the step up chopper which is connected
to the output terminals of the diode bridge DB.
[0150] The output of the step up chopper 3 is connect-

ed to the step down chopper 4. The step down chopper
4 acts as the ballast, and is configured to supply the target
electric power to the high pressure discharge lamp 8
(which is a load). In addition, the step down chopper 4 is
controlled to supply the suitable electric power to the high
pressure discharge lamp 8 through the period of arc dis-
charge from when the high pressure discharge lamp is
started to when the high pressure discharge lamp 8 is
stably operated.
[0151] The circuit components of the step down chop-
per 4 are explained. The positive terminal of the smooth-
ing capacitor C3 is connected to the positive terminal of
the capacitor C4 through the switching element Q2 and
the inductor L3. The negative terminal of the capacitor
C4 is connected to the negative terminal of the smoothing
capacitor C3. The negative terminal of the capacitor C4
is connected to the anode of the diode D2. The diode D2
is provided for the regenerative current. The cathode of
the diode D2 is connected to a connection point between
the switching element Q2 and the inductor L3.
[0152] The circuit operation of the step down chopper
4 is explained hereinafter. The step down chopper con-
troller 4004 is configured to turn on and turn off the switch-
ing element Q2 at a high frequency. When the switching
element Q2 has on-state, the direct current power source
E applies the current to the switching element Q2, the
inductor L3, and the capacitor C4. When the switching
element Q2 has off-state, the regenerative current is
flown through the inductor L3, the capacitor C4, and the
diode D2. Consequently, the direct current power source
E applies the direct current voltage (which is stepped
down) to the capacitor C4. The step down chopper con-
troller 4004 is configured to vary the duty cycle of the
switching element Q2. (The duty cycle means the ratio
of the on period to the one cycle.) Consequently, the volt-
age held in the capacitor C4 is varid. Therefore, the step
up chopper 3 is cooperative with the step down chopper
4 to form the converter B004.
[0153] The output terminal of the step down chopper
4 is connected to the inverter 6004. The inverter 6004 is
realized by the full bridge circuit. The full bridge circuit
comprises the switching elements Q3 to Q6. The first pair
(including the switching element Q3 and the switching
element Q6) and the second pair (including the switching
element Q4 and the switching element Q5) are turned
on and turned off at a low frequency by the control signal
of the polarity reversion circuit alternately. Consequently,
the direct current voltage which is output from the step
down chopper 4 is converted into the lighting voltage
which is alternating current by the inverter 6004. The in-
verter 6004 supplies the lighting voltage to the high pres-
sure discharge lamp 8. The high pressure discharge lamp
8 (which is a load) is exemplified by the high intensity
high pressure discharge lamp (HID lamp) such as the
metal halide lamp and the high pressure mercury lamp.
[0154] The igniter 7004 is configured to be operated
only when the high pressure discharge lamp is started.
The igniter 7004 is configured to generate the pulse volt-
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age for starting the pulse voltage to the high pressure
discharge lamp 8. The igniter 7004 is configured to su-
perimpose the pulse voltage on the lighting voltage to
produce the starting voltage, and applies the pulse volt-
age to the high pressure discharge lamp 8. The igniter
7004 comprises the capacitor C1, the transformer T1,
the switching element Q7, and the impedance 71. The
capacitor C1 is configured to receive the predetermined
voltage value of the voltage through the impedance 22
from the direct current power source E. The switching
element Q7 is configured to be turned on and turned off
by the control signal which is sent from the outside. The
impedance 71 is provided for preventing the excess cur-
rent from being applied to the switching element Q7. The
transformer T1 comprises the primary winding N1, the
secondary winding N2, and the third winding N3. The
primary winding N1 is connected across the capacitor
C1. The primary winding is connected in series with the
impedance 71 and the switching element Q7. The sec-
ondary winding N2 is connected across the inverter 6004.
The secondary winding N2 is connected in series with
the high pressure discharge lamp. The secondary wind-
ing N2 is configured to develop the voltage when the
current is flown to the primary winding N1. The third wind-
ing N3 is configured to induce the detection voltage. The
detection voltage has a correlative relationship with re-
spect to the pulse voltage which is induced in the sec-
ondary winding. The impedance 22 is cooperative with
the capacitor C1 to form the charging circuit of the ca-
pacitor C1. The capacitor C1 is cooperative with the pri-
mary winding N1, the impedance 71, and the switching
element Q7 to form the discharge circuit of the capacitor
C1. The switching element Q7 is configured to be turned
on when the control circuit S sends the signal. The control
circuit S is configured to turn on the switching element
Q7 in order to discharge the capacitor C1. When the ca-
pacitor C1 is discharged, the discharge current is flown
to the discharge circuit. The discharge current which is
flown to the primary winding N1 induces the pulse voltage
in the secondary winding N2. In addition, the pulse volt-
age and the lighting voltage which is applied to the sec-
ondary winding N2 induce the detection voltage in the
third winding N3. The capacitor C2 is configured to by-
pass the high frequency voltage such that the capacitor
C2 prevents the pulse voltage which is developed by the
transformer T1 to be applied to the inverter 6004. The
capacitor C2 is cooperative with the secondary winding
N2 and the high pressure discharge lamp 8 to form the
closed series circuit. When the high pressure pulse volt-
age is induced in the secondary winding N2 of the trans-
former T1, the high pressure pulse voltage is applied to
the high pressure discharge lamp 8 through the capacitor
C2.
[0155] The control circuit S comprises a step up chop-
per controller 3004, a step down chopper controller 4004,
a judging unit 5004, a polarity reversion control circuit
6014, and the pulse generation controller 90. The step
up chopper controller 3004 is configured to feed back

"the output voltage which is output from the step up chop-
per 3" to the step up chopper 3 in order to regulate the
output voltage constantly. The step down chopper con-
troller 4004 is configured to detect the output voltage
which is output from the step down chopper 4. The step
down chopper controller 4004 is configured to control the
step down chopper 4 so as to determine the current which
corresponds to the detected output voltage. The judging
circuit 5004 is configured to judge the condition whether
the high pressure discharge lamp 8 has on-state or off-
state on the basis of the output voltage of the step down
chopper 4. The polarity reversion control circuit 6014 is
configured to turn on and turn off the switching elements
Q3 to Q6. The pulse generation controller 90 is config-
ured to control the igniter 7004.
[0156] Fig. 44 shows the pulse generation controller
90 of the control circuit S. The pulse generation controller
90 is comprises a polarity selection circuit 95. The polarity
selection circuit 95 is realized by logic circuits and other
components. The logic circuits is configured to receive
the detection signal which is output from the pulse voltage
detection circuit 1204, the judging signal which is output
from the judging unit 5004, and the polarity reversion
signal which is output from the polarity reversion circuit
6004.
[0157] Fig. 45 shows the operation timings. The judg-
ing unit 5004 of the control circuit S is configured to judge
the condition whether the high pressure discharge lamp
has on state or off state. When the high pressure dis-
charge lamp has off state, the control circuit S controls
the igniter 7004 to start the high pressure discharge lamp
8.
[0158] The power source of the igniter 7004 is the step
up chopper 3. The step up chopper 3 charges the capac-
itor C1. The control circuit S is configured to turn on the
switching element Q7, whereby the capacitor C1 is dis-
charged. The charged capacitor C1 generates the dis-
charge current to the discharge circuit when the capacitor
C1 is discharged. When the discharge current is flown
to the primary winding N1, the pulse voltage is induced
in the secondary winding N2. Furthermore, when the dis-
charge current is flown to the primary winding N1, the
detection voltage is induced in the third winding N3.
[0159] The detection voltage which is induced in the
third winding N3 is compared with the reference value
by a comparator CP12 of the pulse voltage detection cir-
cuit 1204. It is noted that there is no need to detect the
voltage value in the third winding N3 accurately, com-
pared with the case of regulating the pulse voltage con-
stantly. For example, it is only required to judge whether
the voltage value in the third winding N3 is higher than a
predetermined value or lower than the predetermined
value. Therefore, simple configuration in Fig. 44 may be
employed as a means for detection of the voltage in the
third winding N3.
[0160] In the pulse voltage detection circuit 1204 of
Fig. 44, a first end of the third winding N3 is grounded,
and a second end of the third winding N3 is connected
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to the voltage dividing circuit through a diode D12 and a
differentiating circuit C12. The diode D12 is cooperative
with the differentiating circuit C12 to half-wave rectifying
the voltage. The voltage dividing circuit comprises a re-
sistor R11 and a resistor R12. The divided detection volt-
age is input to a plus terminal of the comparator CP12.
A minus terminal of the comparator CP12 receives the
reference voltage which is made from the control power
source voltage Vcc which is divided by the resistors R13
and R14. The output of the comparator CP12 is equiva-
lent to an open corrector output or an open drain output
which is pulled up by the resistor R15. When the voltage
applied to the plus terminal becomes higher than the ref-
erence voltage of the minus terminal, the output terminal
of the comparator CP12 holds High level. In this manner,
the detection signal which indicates the starting voltage
is output.
[0161] An output terminal of the comparator CP12 is
connected to a first input terminal of a OR-circuit OR of
the polarity selection circuit 95. A second input terminal
of the OR-circuit OR is connected to the output terminal
of the OR-circuit OR. Therefore, when the detected pulse
voltage is higher than the reference value, the output of
the OR-circuit OR holds High level. As a result, the tran-
sistor Tr91 is turned on. When the transistor Tr91 is
turned on, the AND-circuit AND1 is prohibited to output
a pulse trigger signal which is sent through the diode
D91. (The pulse trigger signal is equivalent to an output
of the pulse oscillator PG.) As a result, the operation sig-
nal (for turning on the switching element Q7) being in
synchronization with the operation signal (for turning on
the switching elements Q3, Q6) is cancelled.
[0162] Consequently, the pulse voltage which is devel-
oped by the igniter 7004 is superimposed on the rectan-
gular wave output having a negative polarity. Therefore,
if an amplitude of the pulse voltage is Vp and the peak
value of the rectangular wave output is Vr, voltage differ-
ence Vp-Vr which is made from the subtraction of the
voltage Vr from the voltage Vp is applied to the high pres-
sure discharge lamp 8. In this manner, the polarity se-
lection circuit 95 is configured to turn on the switching
element Q7 in order to superimpose the pulse voltage
on the lighting voltage which has a negative polarity.
Therefore, the polarity selection circuit 95 acts as the
starting voltage regulation circuit. Furthermore, the po-
larity selection circuit 95 acts as a controller for turning
on the switching element Q7.
[0163] In contrast, if the pulse voltage which is detected
is lower than the reference value, the output of the OR-
circuit OR holds Low level. Therefore, the transistor Tr92
is turned on. As a result, the AND-circuit AND2 is pro-
hibited to output the pulse trigger signal which is sent
through the diode D92. (The pulse trigger signal is equiv-
alent to the output of the pulse oscillation unit PG.) As a
result, the operation signal (for turning on the switching
element Q7) which is in synchronization with the opera-
tion signal (for turning on the switching elements Q4 and
Q5) is cancelled.

[0164] Consequently, the pulse voltage which is gen-
erated by the igniter 7004 is superimposed on the rec-
tangular wave output having a positive polarity. There-
fore, if the amplitude of the pulse voltage is amplitude
Vp, the peak value Vr with amplitude Vp of the pulse
voltage is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp
8. Consequently, the polarity selection circuit 95 is con-
figured to turn on the switching element Q7 such that the
pulse voltage is superimposed on the pulse voltage when
the pulse voltage has the positive polarity.
[0165] When the polarity of the rectangular wave is var-
ied, the voltage applied to the high pressure discharge
lamp 8 is equal to (Vp+Vr) or (Vp-Vr). As a result, the
twice voltage difference of the peak value of the rectan-
gular wave is caused.
[0166] Therefore, on the basis of the detection voltage
induced in the third winding N3, it is preferred to change
the timing whether the switching element Q7 is turned
on in the positive voltage of the lighting voltage or the
switching element Q7 is turned on in the negative voltage
of the lighting voltage. Consequently, it is possible to off-
set the shortfall which is caused by the attenuation due
to the wiring length. As a result, it is possible to apply the
starting voltage, which is required for starting the high
pressure discharging lamp, to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp.
[0167] There is a situation where the wiring length is
shortest. Under this situation, it is preferred that the volt-
age (Vp - Vr) is set to have a voltage value approximately
equal to the maximum value of the starting pulse voltage
which is defined by the high pressure discharge lamp
lighting device. In contrast, there is a situation where the
wiring length is longest. Under this situation, it is preferred
that the reversion of the polarity is performed by the volt-
age (Vp - Vr) which is equivalent to the detection voltage
corresponding to the voltage Vp which is equal to a min-
imum value of the starting pulse voltage defined by the
high pressure discharge lamp lighting device
[0168] In this embodiment, the voltage induced in the
third winding N3 is detected as the detection voltage.
However, it is possible to employ the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit which is in parallel with the high pressure
discharge lamp 8. Consequently, the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit is configured to detect the starting voltage
applied to the high pressure discharge lamp. In addition,
it is also possible to employ the pulse voltage detection
circuit which is connected in parallel with the primary
winding N1. Consequently, the pulse voltage detection
circuit is configured to detect the pulse voltage induced
in the primary winding N1.
[0169] Fig. 46 shows a first modification of the fourth
embodiment. The circuit components in this modification
are different from that of the fourth embodiment in the
following features. That is, in the igniter 7004, the trans-
former T1 comprises a first primary winding N1a and the
second primary winding N1b. In addition, as shown in
Fig. 47, the first primary winding N1 a has a first output
terminal which is located in a side of the capacitor C1.
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The first output terminal has a polarity which is different
from the polarity of the terminal of the capacitor C1 of the
second primary winding N1b. With this configuration, the
first primary winding N1a is configured to develop the
pulse voltage which has a first polarity. The second pri-
mary winding N1b is configured to develop the pulse volt-
age which has a second polarity. The first polarity is op-
posite to the second polarity. Therefore, when the capac-
itor C1 applies the discharge current to the first primary
winding N1a, the first pulse voltage is induced in the first
primary winding N1a. When the capacitor C1 applies the
discharge current to the second primary winding N1b,
the second pulse voltage is induced in the second primary
winding N1b. The first pulse voltage is opposite to the
second pulse voltage. According to this configuration,
the circuit further comprises a switching element Q7a,
and a switching element Q7b. The switching element
Q7a is connected in series with the first primary winding
N1a. The switching element Q7b is connected in series
with the second primary winding N1b. Therefore, the
switching element Q7a is cooperative with the first pri-
mary winding N1a to form a first discharge path. The
switching element Q7b is cooperative with the second
primary winding N1b to form a second discharge path.
The first discharge path is connected in parallel with the
second discharge path.
[0170] Fig. 47 shows a detail of the pulse generation
controller 90 of the control circuit S. The Fig. 48 shows
operation timings.
[0171] The judging unit 5004 of the control circuit S
judges whether the high pressure discharge lamp 8 has
on state or off state. When the high pressure discharge
lamp has off state, the control circuit S activates the pulse
oscillation unit PG to oscillate, whereby the high pressure
discharge lamp 8 is started.
[0172] The capacitor C1 of the igniter 7004 is charged
by the direct current voltage Vc3 which is output from the
power source which is realized by the step up chopper
3. The control circuit S turns on the switching element
Q7a. As a result, the discharge current which is gener-
ated by the discharge of the capacitor C1 is applied to
discharge circuit. The discharge circuit comprises the in-
ductor L1, the primary winding N1a of the transformer
T1, the switching element Q7a, and the capacitor C1.
The discharge current which is applied to the first primary
winding N1a induces the high pressure pulse voltage in
the secondary winding N2. In addition, the discharge cur-
rent which is applied to the first primary winding N1a in-
duces the detection voltage in the third winding N3.
[0173] The detection voltage which is induced in the
third winding N3 is compared with the reference value
by the comparator CP12.
[0174] In this embodiment, in order to detect the pulse
voltage having a positive polarity and also the pulse volt-
age having a negative polarity, the third winding N3 is
provided at its center with a tap. The tap is grounded. In
addition, a first terminal of the third winding N3 is con-
nected to an anode of the diode D11. A second terminal

of the third winding N3 is connected to an anode of the
diode D12. The cathodes of the diodes D11 and D12 are
connected to a series circuit which comprises a resistor
R11 and a resistor R12 which is connected in series with
the resistor R11 through a differentiation capacitor C12.
[0175] When the detected pulse voltage is higher than
the reference value, the output of the OR-circuit OR holds
the High level. Subsequently, a switching circuit Qsw is
set such that "the first switching element Q7a is turned
on when the operation signal for the switching elements
Q4 and Q5 of the inverter 6004 has High level" and "the
second switching element Q7b is turned on when the
operation signal for the switching elements Q3 and Q6
of the inverter 6004 has High level".
[0176] Consequently, the pulse voltage induced in the
igniter 7004 is superimposed on the rectangular wave
output having a polarity which is opposite to the polarity
of the pulse voltage. Therefore, if "the amplitude of the
pulse voltage is equal to amplitude Vp" and "the peak
value of the rectangular wave output is equal to the peak
value Vr", the voltage which is equal to the difference
between the amplitude Vp and the peak value Vr is ap-
plied to the high pressure discharge lamp 8.
[0177] When the detected pulse voltage is lower than
the reference value, the output of the OR-circuit OR is
held to have a Low level. Therefore, the switching circuit
Qsw is set such that "the first switching element Q7b is
turned on when the operation signal for the switching
elements Q4 and Q5 of the inverter 6004 has High level"
and "the second switching element Q7a is turned on
when the operation signal for the switching elements Q3
and Q6 of the inverter 6004 has High level".
[0178] Consequently, the pulse voltage generated by
the igniter 7004 is superimposed on the rectangular wave
output having the polarity which is equal to the polarity
of the pulse voltage. Therefore, if "the amplitude of the
pulse voltage is the amplitude Vp" and "the peak value
of the rectangular wave output is the peak value Vr", the
voltage which is equal to the sum of the amplitude Vp to
the peak value Vr is applied to the high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8.
[0179] In this manner, the polarity of the pulse voltage
is varied according to the polarity of the rectangular wave
output. Consequently, the voltage applied to the high
pressure discharge lamp is equal to (the amplitude Vp +
the peak value Vr) or (the amplitude Vp + the peak value
Vr). Therefore, it is possible to cause the twice voltage
difference between the peak values of the rectangular
wave.
[0180] In this manner, on the basis of the detection
voltage in the third winding N3, "the polarity of the rec-
tangular wave at which the switching element Q7a and
the switching element Q7b are turned on" is varied. Con-
sequently, it is possible to offset the shortfall of the pulse
voltage due to the wiring length. Therefore, it is possible
to apply the starting voltage which is required for turning
on the high pressure discharge lamp.
[0181] It should be noted that there is no need to detect
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the voltage by the third winding N3 accurately compared
with the case where the pulse voltage is kept constant.
Therefore, it is required to judge whether the voltage de-
tected by the third winding N3 is higher than a predeter-
mined value or is lower than a predetermined value.
Therefore, as seen in Fig. 47, it is possible to judge the
above matter by simply configurations.
[0182] There is a situation where the wiring length is
shortest. Under this situation, it is preferred at the voltage
(Vp - Vr) is set to have a voltage value approximately
equal to the maximum value of the starting pulse voltage
which is defined by the high pressure discharge lamp
lighting device. In addition, it is preferred that the rever-
sion of the polarity is performed by the voltage (Vp - Vr)
which is equivalent to the detection voltage correspond-
ing to the voltage Vp which is equal to a minimum value
of the starting pulse voltage defined by the high pressure
discharge lamp lighting device when the wiring length is
maximum.
[0183] In addition, the step down chopper 4 may em-
ploy the switching elements of the half bridge circuit or
the full bridge circuit which constructs the inverter 6004.
For example, in the circuit diagram of Fig. 43 and Fig.
46, the step down chopper 4 is omitted. A chopper choke
is placed at a portion between "a connection point be-
tween the switching element Q3 and the switching ele-
ment Q4" and "a connection point between the switching
element Q5 and the switching element Q6". The chopper
choke comprises an inductor L3 and the capacitor C2
which is connected in series with the inductor L3. In ad-
dition, a series circuit being composed of the secondary
winding N2 of the transformer T1 and the high pressure
discharge lamp 8 in series with the secondary winding
N2 is connected across the capacitor C2. The switching
elements Q4, Q6 are turned on and turned off at a low
frequency. The switching element Q5 is turned on and
turned off at a high frequency under a situation where
the switching element Q4 is turned on. The switching
element Q3 is turned on and turned off at a high frequency
under a situation where the switching element Q6 is
turned on. Consequently, the inverter 6004 is integrally
constructed with the step down chopper 4, In this case,
as is known in the art, parasitic diodes of the switching
elements Q3, Q5 are also employed for the regenerative
current of the step down chopper. (The parasitic diodes
are realized by the MOSFETs which are oppositely ar-
ranged with respect to each other.)
[0184] In the above embodiment, the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit is configured to detect the peak value of
the pulse voltage on the basis of the detection voltage
developed in the third winding N3. However, the method
of detecting the pulse voltage by the pulse voltage de-
tection circuit is not limited thereto. As a first example, it
is possible to employ the pulse voltage detection circuit
being configured to detect the pulse width of the pulse
voltage on the basis of the detection voltage developed
in the third winding N3. As a second example, it is pos-
sible to employ the pulse voltage detection circuit being

configured to detect the gradient of the pulse voltage on
the basis of the detection voltage induced in the third
winding N3. As a third example, it is possible to employ
the pulse voltage detection circuit which comprises a volt-
age level comparison circuit. The voltage level compar-
ison circuit is configured to compare the detection voltage
with a predetermined voltage level which is set previous-
ly. The voltage level detection circuit is configured to out-
put a comparison result. In this manner, the pulse voltage
detection circuit is configured to detect the pulse voltage.

(FIFTH EMBODIMENT)

[0185] Fig. 49 shows a lighting fixture which uses the
the high pressure discharge lamp of the first to fourth
embodiment. Fig. 49(a) and Fig. 49(b) show spot lights
each of which incorporates the HID lamps. Fig. 49(c)
shows a down light which incorporates the HID lamp.
Each Fig. 49(a) to Fig. 49(c) shows a high pressure dis-
charge lamp 8, a housing 81, a wiring 82, and a ballast
83. The housing 81 is provided for holding the high pres-
sure discharge lamp 8. The ballast 83 incorporates a
lighting device. It is possible to combine a plurality of the
lighting fixtures to construct the lighting system. In addi-
tion, it is possible to employ the high pressure discharge
lamp lighting device of the first embodiment to the fourth
embodiment as the above lighting device. Consequently,
it is possible to regulate the peak value of the starting
pulse voltage suitably. Therefore, it is possible to start
the high pressure discharge lamp even if the wiring is
long. In addition, it is also possible to lower the peak value
of the starting pulse voltage in a case where the wiring
is short.
[0186] The high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice being configured to output the starting pulse voltage
which is free from the attenuation even if the wiring length
is increased is capable of wiring the wire 82 from, for
example, 2 meters to 10 meters. Therefore, it is possible
to enhance the construction possibility. In addition, it is
also possible to dispose a plurality of the ballast 83 in the
same location. Further, it is possible to reduce the dis-
tance of the wiring. As a result, the maintenance person-
nel is able to check the ballasts at once.

Claims

1. A high pressure discharge lamp lighting device com-
prising:

a converter (B001) being configured to output a
direct current voltage;
an inverter (6001) being configured to convert
the direct current voltage into a lighting voltage
which is alternate current, and is configured to
apply the lighting voltage to a high pressure dis-
charge lamp (8) through an output terminal;
an igniter (7001) being configured to output a
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pulse voltage, said igniter (7001) being config-
ured to superimpose the pulse voltage on the
lighting voltage to apply a starting voltage to the
high pressure discharge lamp (8), said igniter
(7001) comprising a capacitor (C1), a switching
means (Q7), and a transformer (T1), said ca-
pacitor (C1) being configured to be charged by
a voltage source (E001), said transformer (T1)
comprising a primary winding (N1) and a sec-
ondary winding (N2), said primary winding (N1)
is connected across said capacitor (C1), said
primary winding (N1) being connected in series
with said switching means (Q7), said secondary
winding (N2) being connected between said in-
verter (6001) and the high pressure discharge
lamp (8),
a controller (9) being configured to turn on and
turn off the switching means (Q7), said controller
(9) being configured to turn on said switching
means (Q7) in order to discharge the capacitor
(C1), thereby causing a discharge current to flow
to said primary winding (N1) in order to develop
the pulse voltage in the secondary winding (N2),
said pulse voltage is caused by the discharge
current which is applied to the primary winding
(N1), the pulse voltage is superimposed on the
lighting voltage,
a pulse voltage detection circuit (1201) being
configured to detect the starting voltage which
is applied to the high pressure discharge lamp
(8), and outputs a detection signal indicative of
a voltage level which corresponds to the starting
voltage,
wherein
said capacitor (C1) is cooperative with said
switching means (Q7) and said primary winding
(N1) of said transformer (T1) to form a discharge
circuit allowing the discharge current to flow from
the capacitor (C1),
said high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice further comprises a starting voltage regu-
lation circuit being configured to regulate the
voltage value of the starting voltage to a desired
voltage value on the basis of the detection sig-
nal,
said starting voltage regulation circuit is config-
ured to vary an amount of an electrical charge
of said capacitor (C1) at a moment when the
capacitor (C1) is discharged,
the amount of the electrical charge is determined
on the basis of the detection signal,
characterized in that
said high pressure discharge lamp lighting de-
vice further comprising an impedance (2201)
which is placed between the voltage source
(E001) and the capacitor (C1),
said impedance (2201) being cooperative with
said capacitor (C1) to form a charging circuit,

said starting voltage regulation circuit compris-
ing a charge start detection circuit (2301), a timer
(2401), and a capacitor voltage regulation circuit
(2501), said charge start detection circuit (2301)
being configured to output a charge start signal
when said charge start detection circuit (2301)
detects a start of a charging of said capacitor
(C1) by the voltage source, said timer (2401)
being configured to output a charge completion
signal after an elapse of a predetermined period
of a charging time from when the timer (2401)
receives the charge start signal, said capacitor
voltage regulation circuit (2501) being config-
ured to vary an amount of charge of said capac-
itor (C1) at a moment when said capacitor (C1)
discharges,
said controller (9) being configured to turn on
said switching means (Q7) when said controller
(9) receives the charge completion signal,
said capacitor voltage regulation circuit (2501)
being configured to vary the impedance value
of said impedance (2201) on the basis of the
detection signal, whereby said capacitor voltage
regulation circuit (2501) varies a charging speed
of charging the capacitor (C1) to vary the amount
of the electrical charge of said capacitor (C1).

2. The high pressure discharge lamp lighting device as
set forth in claim 1, wherein said transformer (T1)
further comprises a third winding (N3) being config-
ured to develop a detection voltage which corre-
sponds to the pulse voltage when the pulse voltage
is developed in said secondary winding (N2),
said pulse voltage detection circuit (1201; 1202;
1203; 1204) being configured to detect the starting
voltage on the basis of the detection voltage which
is developed in the third winding (N3).

3. A lighting fixture comprising the high pressure dis-
charge lamp lighting device as set forth in claim 1 or
2.

Patentansprüche

1. Hochdruckentladungslampen-Lichterzeugungsvor-
richtung, umfassend:

einen Umrichter (B001), der konfiguriert ist, um
eine Gleichspannung auszugeben;
einen Wechselrichter (6001), der konfiguriert ist,
um die Gleichspannung in eine Lichterzeu-
gungsspannung umzuwandeln, die ein Wech-
selstrom ist, und der konfiguriert ist, um die Lich-
terzeugungsspannung über einen Ausgangsan-
schluss an eine Hochdruckentladungslampe (8)
anzulegen;
einen Zünder (7001), der konfiguriert ist, um ei-
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ne Impulsspannung auszugeben, wobei der
Zünder (7001) konfiguriert ist, um die Impuls-
spannung der Lichterzeugungsspannung zu
überlagern, um eine Startspannung an die
Hochdruckentladungslampe (8) anzulegen, wo-
bei der Zünder (7001) einen Kondensator (C1),
ein Schaltmittel (Q7) und einen Transformator
(T1) umfasst, wobei der Kondensator (C1) kon-
figuriert ist, um von einer Spannungsquelle
(E001) geladen zu werden, der Transformator
(T1) eine Primärwicklung (N1) und eine Sekun-
därwicklung (N2) umfasst, die Primärwicklung
(N1) über den Kondensator (C1) geschaltet ist,
die Primärwicklung (N1) in Reihe mit den Schalt-
mitteln (Q7) geschaltet ist, die Sekundärwick-
lung (N2) zwischen den Wechselrichter (6001)
und die Hochdruckentladungslampe (8) ge-
schaltet ist,
eine Steuerung (9), die konfiguriert ist, um die
Schaltmittel (Q7) ein- und auszuschalten, wobei
die Steuerung (9) konfiguriert ist, um die Schalt-
mittel (Q7) einzuschalten, um den Kondensator
(C1) zu entladen, so dass dadurch ein Entlade-
strom zu der Primärwicklung (N1) fließt, um die
Impulsspannung in der Sekundärwicklung (N2)
zu entwickeln, wobei die Impulsspannung durch
den Entladestrom verursacht wird, der an die
Primärwicklung (N1) angelegt ist, wobei die Im-
pulsspannung der Lichterzeugungsspannung
überlagert wird,
eine Impulsspannungserfassungsschaltung
(1201), die konfiguriert ist, um die Startspan-
nung zu erfassen, die an die Hochdruckentla-
dungslampe (8) angelegt ist, und ein Erfas-
sungssignal ausgibt, das einen Spannungspe-
gel kennzeichnet, der der Startspannung ent-
spricht,
wobei der Kondensator (C1) mit dem Schaltmit-
tel (Q7) und der Primärwicklung (N1) des Trans-
formators (T1) zusammenwirkt, um eine Entla-
deschaltung zu bilden, die es dem Entladestrom
ermöglicht, von dem Kondensator (C1) zu flie-
ßen,
die Hochdruckentladungslampen-Lichterzeu-
gungsvorrichtung ferner eine Startspannungs-
regelungsschaltung umfasst, die konfiguriert ist,
um den Spannungswert der Startspannung auf
der Grundlage des Erfassungssignals auf einen
gewünschten Spannungswert zu regeln,
die Startspannungsregelungsschaltung konfi-
guriert ist, um eine Menge einer elektrischen La-
dung des Kondensators (C1) in einem Zeit-
punkt, in dem der Kondensator (C1) entladen
wird, zu variieren,
die Menge der elektrischen Ladung auf der
Grundlage des Erfassungssignals bestimmt
wird,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Hochdruckentladungslampen-Lichterzeu-
gungsvorrichtung ferner eine Impedanz (2201)
umfasst, die zwischen der Spannungsquelle
(E001) und dem Kondensator (C1) angeordnet
ist,
die Impedanz (2201) mit dem Kondensator (C1)
zusammenwirkt, um eine Ladeschaltung zu bil-
den,
wobei die Startspannungsregelungsschaltung
eine Ladestarterfassungsschaltung (2301), ei-
nen Zeitgeber (2401) und eine Kondensator-
spannungsregelungsschaltung (2501) umfasst,
wobei die Ladestarterfassungsschaltung (2301)
konfiguriert ist, um ein Ladestartsignal auszu-
geben, wenn die Ladestarterfassungsschaltung
(2301) einen Start eines Ladens des Konden-
sators (C1) durch die Spannungsquelle erfasst,
wobei der Zeitgeber (2401) konfiguriert ist, um
nach dem Verstreichen einer vorbestimmten
Periode einer Ladezeit, von dem Zeitpunkt an,
in dem der Zeitgeber (2401) das Ladestartsignal
empfängt, ein Ladungsvollendungssignal aus-
zugeben, wobei die Kondensatorspannungsre-
gelungsschaltung (2501) konfiguriert ist, um ei-
ne Ladungsmenge des Kondensators (C1) in ei-
nem Zeitpunkt, in dem sich der Kondensator
(C1) entlädt, zu variieren,
wobei die Steuerung (9) konfiguriert ist, um das
Schaltmittel (Q7) einzuschalten, wenn die Steu-
erung (9) das Ladungsvollendungssignal emp-
fängt,
die Kondensatorspannungsregelungsschal-
tung (2501) konfiguriert ist, um den Impedanz-
wert der Impedanz (2201) auf der Grundlage
des Erfassungssignals zu variieren, wobei die
Kondensatorspannungsregelungsschaltung
(2501) eine Ladegeschwindigkeit des Ladens
des Kondensators (C1) variiert, um die Menge
der elektrischen Ladung des Kondensators (C1)
zu variieren.

2. Die Hochdruckentladungslampen-Lichterzeu-
gungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Transformator (T1) ferner eine dritte Wicklung
(N3) umfasst, die konfiguriert ist, um eine Erfas-
sungsspannung zu entwickeln, die der Impulsspan-
nung entspricht, wenn die Impulsspannung in der
Sekundärwicklung (N2) entwickelt wird, wobei die
Impulsspannungserfassungsschaltung (1201;
1202; 1203; 1204) konfiguriert ist, um die Startspan-
nung auf der Grundlage der Erfassungsspannung
zu erfassen, die in der dritten Wicklung (N3) entwi-
ckelt wird.

3. Beleuchtungseinrichtung, die Hochdruckentla-
dungslampen-Lichterzeugungsvorrichtung nach
Anspruch 1 oder 2 umfassend.
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Revendications

1. Dispositif d’allumage de lampe à décharge haute
pression comprenant :

un convertisseur (B001) configuré pour sortir
une tension continue ;
un onduleur (6001) configuré pour convertir la
tension continue en une tension d’allumage qui
est un courant alternatif, et qui est configuré pour
appliquer la tension d’allumage à une lampe à
décharge haute pression (8) par l’intermédiaire
d’une borne de sortie ;
un dispositif d’allumage (7001) configuré pour
sortir une tension d’impulsion, ledit dispositif
d’allumage (7001) étant configuré pour super-
poser la tension d’impulsion à la tension d’allu-
mage pour appliquer une tension d’amorçage à
la lampe à décharge haute pression (8), ledit
dispositif d’allumage (7001) comprenant un con-
densateur (C1), des moyens de commutation
(Q7), et un transformateur (T1), ledit condensa-
teur (C1) étant configuré pour être chargé par
une source de tension (E001), ledit transforma-
teur (T1) comprenant un enroulement primaire
(N1) et un enroulement secondaire (N2), ledit
enroulement primaire (N1) est connecté aux
bornes dudit condensateur (C1), ledit enroule-
ment primaire (N1) étant connecté en série avec
lesdits moyens de commutation (Q7), ledit en-
roulement secondaire (N2) étant connecté entre
ledit onduleur (6001) et la lampe à décharge
haute pression (8),
un contrôleur (9) configuré pour fermer et ouvrir
les moyens de commutation (Q7), ledit contrô-
leur (9) étant configuré pour fermer lesdits
moyens de commutation (Q7) afin de décharger
le condensateur (C1), amenant de ce fait un cou-
rant de décharge à circuler vers ledit enroule-
ment primaire (N1) afin de développer la tension
d’impulsion dans l’enroulement secondaire
(N2), ladite tension d’impulsion est provoquée
par le courant de décharge qui est appliqué à
l’enroulement primaire (N1), la tension d’impul-
sion est superposée à la tension d’allumage,
un circuit de détection de tension d’impulsion
(1201) configuré pour détecter la tension
d’amorçage qui est appliquée à la lampe à dé-
charge haute pression (8), et sort un signal de
détection indicatif d’un niveau de tension qui cor-
respond à la tension d’amorçage,
dans lequel
ledit condensateur (C1) coopère avec lesdits
moyens de commutation (Q7) et avec ledit en-
roulement primaire (N1) dudit transformateur
(T1) pour former un circuit de décharge permet-
tant au courant de décharge de circuler à partir
du condensateur (C1),

ledit dispositif d’allumage de lampe à décharge
haute pression comprend en outre un circuit de
régulation de tension d’amorçage configuré
pour réguler la valeur de tension de la tension
d’amorçage à une valeur de tension souhaitée
sur la base du signal de détection,
ledit circuit de régulation de tension d’amorçage
est configuré pour modifier une quantité d’une
charge électrique dudit condensateur (C1) à un
moment auquel le condensateur (C1) est dé-
chargé,
la quantité de la charge électrique est détermi-
née sur la base du signal de détection,
caractérisé en ce que
ledit dispositif d’allumage de lampe à décharge
haute pression comprenant en outre une impé-
dance (2201) qui est placée entre la source de
tension (E001) et le condensateur (C1) ,
ladite impédance (2201) coopérant avec ledit
condensateur (C1) pour former un circuit de
charge,
ledit circuit de régulation de tension d’amorçage
comprenant un circuit de détection de début de
charge (2301), un registre d’horloge (2401), et
un circuit de régulation de tension de conden-
sateur (2501), ledit circuit de détection de début
de charge (2301) étant configuré pour sortir un
signal de début de charge lorsque ledit circuit
de détection de début de charge (2301) détecte
un début d’une charge dudit condensateur (C1)
par la source de tension, ledit registre d’horloge
(2401) étant configuré pour sortir un signal
d’achèvement de charge après qu’une période
prédéterminée d’un temps de charge s’est écou-
lée depuis l’instant auquel le registre d’horloge
(2401) a reçu le signal de début de charge, ledit
circuit de régulation de tension de condensateur
(2501) étant configuré pour modifier une quan-
tité de charge dudit condensateur (C1) à un mo-
ment auquel ledit condensateur (C1) se déchar-
ge,
ledit contrôleur (9) étant configuré pour fermer
lesdits moyens de commutation (Q7) lorsque le-
dit contrôleur (9) reçoit le signal d’achèvement
de charge,
ledit circuit de régulation de tension de conden-
sateur (2501) étant configuré pour modifier la
valeur d’impédance de ladite impédance (2201)
sur la base du signal de détection, moyennant
quoi ledit circuit de régulation de tension de con-
densateur (2501) modifie une vitesse de charge
pour charger le condensateur (C1) afin de mo-
difier la quantité de la charge électrique dudit
condensateur (C1).

2. Dispositif d’allumage de lampe à décharge haute
pression selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit
transformateur (T1) comprend en outre un troisième
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enroulement (N3) qui est configuré pour développer
une tension de détection qui correspond à la tension
d’impulsion lorsque la tension d’impulsion est déve-
loppée dans ledit enroulement secondaire (N2),
ledit circuit de détection de tension d’impulsion
(1201 ; 1202 ; 1203 ; 1204) étant configuré pour dé-
tecter la tension d’amorçage sur la base de la tension
de détection qui est développée dans le troisième
enroulement (N3).

3. Appareil d’éclairage comprenant le dispositif d’allu-
mage de lampe à décharge haute pression selon la
revendication 1 ou 2.
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