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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Aspects of the present disclosure relate gener-
ally to wireless communication systems, and more par-
ticularly, to reducing interference to non-cellular commu-
nications on unlicensed bands.
[0002] Wireless communication networks are widely
deployed to provide various communication services
such as voice, video, packet data, messaging, broadcast,
etc. These wireless networks may be multiple-access
networks capable of supporting multiple users by sharing
the available network resources. Examples of such mul-
tiple-access networks include Code Division Multiple Ac-
cess (CDMA) networks, Time Division Multiple Access
(TDMA) networks, Frequency Division Multiple Access
(FDMA) networks, Orthogonal FDMA (OFDMA) net-
works, and Single-Carrier FDMA (SC-FDMA) networks.
[0003] A wireless communication network may include
a number of network entities, such as base stations, that
can support communication for a number of mobile en-
tities/devices, such as, for example, user equipment (UE)
or access terminals (ATs). A mobile device may commu-
nicate with a base station via a downlink and uplink. The
downlink (or forward link) refers to the communication
link from the base station to the UE, and the uplink (or
reverse link) refers to the communication link from the
UE to the base station.
[0004] The 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP)
Long Term Evolution (LTE) represents a major advance
in cellular technology as an evolution of Global System
for Mobile communications (GSM) and Universal Mobile
Telecommunications System (UMTS). The LTE physical
layer (PHY) provides a highly efficient way to convey both
data and control information between a base station,
such as an evolved Node B (eNB), and a mobile device,
such as a UE.
[0005] With the increased deployment of neighbor-
hood small cells (NSCs), such as, for example, femto
cells or similar small cells, there will be an increased de-
mand for the licensed spectrum, which will likely result
in spectrum shortages. Deploying NSCs on the unli-
censed spectrum (e.g., 5 GHz) can unleash huge poten-
tial in meeting increased spectrum demands. It is further
noted that LTE can provide higher spectral efficiency as
compared to IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi) in the unlicensed spec-
trum. However, the deployment of NCSs on the unli-
censed spectrum may result in interference to non-cel-
lular communications on the unlicensed band. In this con-
text, there remains a need for techniques to reduce in-
terference by NSCs deployed on unlicensed bands. US
2010/091731 A1 relates to a channel allocation method
for use in a wireless communication environment, where
wireless local area networks and wireless personal area
networks coexist. US 2013/083783 A1 relates to systems
and methods for Multi-Radio Access Technology Carrier
Aggregation wireless wide area network assisted wire-

less local area network discovery, association, and flow
switching.

SUMMARY

[0006] Illustrative aspects of the present disclosure
that are shown in the drawings are summarized below.
These and other aspects are more fully described in the
detailed description section. It is to be understood, how-
ever, that the disclosure is not limited to the forms de-
scribed in this Summary or in the detailed description.
The invention is defined in independent claims 1, 12 and
15.
[0007] In accordance with one or more aspects de-
scribed herein, there is provided a method for interfer-
ence management operable by a network entity (e.g., an
NSC) or component(s) thereof. The method may involve
operating in a first mode using a first radio access tech-
nology (RAT1). The method may involve collecting inter-
ference measurements for interference to or from at least
one mobile device while in the first mode. The method
may further involve switching to a second mode and using
a second radio access technology (RAT2). The method
may also involve using the interference measurements
from the first mode to minimize interference caused or
experienced by the network entity in the second mode.
[0008] In related aspects, the method may involve col-
lecting the interference measurements in the first mode
by using Wi-Fi over 802.11k. In further related aspects,
the method may involve collecting the interference meas-
urements in the first mode by using LTE by modifying
Reference Signal Received Power (RSRP) / Reference
Signal Received Quality (RSRQ).
[0009] In yet further related aspects, the method may
involve building a database from the collected interfer-
ence measurements, the database comprising informa-
tion regarding interference levels experienced by the net-
work entity for LTE communication on channels of the
unlicensed band, and selecting and communicating on
a selected channel of the unlicensed band to minimize
the interference caused or experienced by the network
entity
[0010] In still further related aspects, the method may
involve defining an interference criteria based at least in
part on a received signal strength indicator (RSSI) metric
or a duty cycle metric, and selecting the selected channel
in response to selected channel satisfying the interfer-
ence criteria. In other related aspects, an electronic de-
vice (e.g., an
[0011] NSC, a UE or component(s) thereof) may be
configured to execute the above described methodology.
[0012] To the accomplishment of the forgoing and re-
lated ends, the one or more implementations include the
features hereinafter fully described and particularly point-
ed out in the claims. The following description and the
annexed drawings set forth in detail certain illustrative
aspects of the one or more implementations. These as-
pects are indicative, however, of but a few of the various
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ways in which the principles of various implementations
may be employed and the described implementations
are intended to include all such aspects and their equiv-
alents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

FIG. 1A is a block diagram conceptually illustrating
an example of a telecommunications systems.
FIG. 1B shows an example dual-capability base sta-
tion.
FIG. 1C illustrates a scenario in an unlicensed spec-
trum resulting in interference at an LTE-U (LTE op-
erating in unlicensed band) SC (small cell).
FIG. 1D illustrates a scenario in an unlicensed spec-
trum resulting in interference at a UE.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram conceptually illustrating a
design of a base station and a UE configured ac-
cording to one aspect of the present disclosure.
FIG. 3 illustrates an example methodology for inter-
ference management to reduce interference to non-
cellular communications on an unlicensed spectrum.
FIGS. 4A-B illustrate further examples or aspects of
methodologies for channel selection.
FIG. 5 shows an example apparatus for implement-
ing the method of FIGS. 3-4B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] The present disclosure relates to techniques for
reducing interference to non-cellular communications
(e.g., wireless local area network (WLAN) communica-
tions) on an unlicensed band by a network entity (e.g., a
neighborhood small cell (NSC) sending/receiving cellular
communications on the unlicensed band. NSCs provide
an alternative to deploying macro base stations to pro-
vide increased cellular coverage. However, a major road-
block for wide NSC deployment is the lack of available
spectrum on licensed bands. Deploying NSCs on unli-
censed bands holds great potential for increasing cellular
coverage. It is noted that certain cellular protocols, such
as LTE, provides higher spectral efficiency and coverage
compared to non-cellular or WLAN protocols, such as
Wi-Fi. However, the deployment of NSCs in the unli-
censed bands may disrupt or cause interference to non-
cellular (e.g., Wi-Fi) communications on the unlicensed
bands.
[0015] In one example, there is provided a network en-
tity (e.g., a small base station) that includes a NSC co-
located with a WLAN access point (AP). The co-locateti
WLAN AP may query measurements from all associated
mobile devices on other channels using the 802.11k
framework or the like. The mobile devices may modify
Reference Signal Received Power (RSRP)/Reference
Signal Received Quality (RSRQ) inter-frequency meas-
urements based on factual Wi-Fi interference measured.

[0016] It is noted that the detailed description set forth
below, in connection with the appended drawings, is in-
tended as a description of various configurations and is
not intended to represent the only configurations in which
the concepts described herein may be practiced. The
detailed description includes specific details for the pur-
pose of providing a thorough understanding of the vari-
ous concepts. However, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that these concepts may be practiced without
these specific details. In some instances, well-known
structures and components are shown in block diagram
form in order to avoid obscuring such concepts.
[0017] It is further noted that the techniques described
herein may be used for various wireless communication
networks such as CDMA, TDMA, FDMA, OFDMA, SC-
FDMA and other networks. The terms "networks" and
"system" are often used interchangeably. A CDMA net-
work may implement a radio technology such as Univer-
sal Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA), CDMA2000, etc.
UTRA includes Wideband CDMA (WCDMA) and other
variants of CDMA. CDMA2000 covers IS-2000, IS-95
and IS-856 standards. A TDMA network may implement
a radio technology such as Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM). An OFDMA network may im-
plement a radio technology such as Evolved UTRA (E-
UTRA), Ultra Mobile Broadband (UMB), IEEE 802.11
(Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE 802.20, Flash-
OFDMA, etc. ULTRA and E-UTRA are part of Universal
Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS). 3GPP LTE
and LTE-Advanced (LTE-A) are new releases of UMTS
that use E-UTRA. ULTRA, E-UTRA, UMTS, LTE, LTE-
A and GSM are described in documents from an organ-
ization named "3rd Generation Partnership Protect"
(3GPP). CDMA2000 and UMB are described in docu-
ments from an organization named "3rd Generation Part-
nership Project 2" (3GPP2). The techniques described
herein may be used for the wireless networks and radio
technologies mentioned above as well as other wireless
networks and radio technologies. For clarity, certain as-
pects of the techniques are described below for LTE, and
LTE terminology is used in much of the description below,
[0018] FIG. 1A shows an example wireless communi-
cation network 100, which may be an LTE network or the
like. The wireless network 100 may include a number of
base stations 110 (e.g., evolved Node Bs (eNBs), NSC
etc.) and other network entities. A base station may be
a station that communicates with the UEs and may also
be referred to as a Node B, an AP, or other term. Each
eNB 110a, 110b, 110c may provide communication cov-
erage for a particular geographic area. In 3GPP, the term
"cell" can refer to a coverage area of an eNB and/or an
eNB subsystem serving this coverage area, depending
on the context in which the term is used.
[0019] An eNB may provide communication coverage
for a macro cell, a pico cell, a femto cell, and/or other
types of cell. A macro cell may cover a relatively large
geographic area (e.g., several kilometers in radius) and
may allow unrestricted access by UEs with service sub-
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scription. A pico cell may cover a relatively small geo-
graphic area and may allow unrestricted access by UEs
with service subscription. A femto cell may cover a rela-
tively small geographic area (e.g., a home) and may allow
restricted access by UEs having association with the fem-
to cell (e.g., UEs in a closed subscriber group (CSG),
UEs for users in the home, etc.). It is noted that a pico
cell and a femto cell are examples of NSCs.
[0020] An eNB for a macro cell may be referred to as
a macro eNB An eNB for a pico cell may be referred to
as a pico eNB. An eNB for a NSC may be referred to as
a NSC eNB or a home eNB (HNB). In the example shown
in FIG. 1, the eNBs 110a, 110b and 110c may be macro
eNBs for the macro cells 102a, 102b and 102c, respec-
tively.
[0021] The eNB 110x may be a NSC eNB for a NSC
102x, serving a UE 120x. In the present example, eNB
110x operates in licensed bands, as do the eNBs 110a,
110b and 110c. In contrast, a base station 112 operates
in an unlicensed band, and includes both a NSC eNB
module for a NSC 103 and a WLAN AP module to provide
Wi-Fi coverage in a service area 105. The dual-capability
base station 112 may serve a UE 125 that is configured
to operate in the unlicensed band, either via the NSCs
103 or via Wi-Fi, assuming the UE 125 is within the cov-
erage area 105 and configured for Wi-Fi (i.e., includes a
Wi-Fi radio module).
[0022] An example dual-capability base station 112 is
shown in FIG. 1B. For example, a NSC radio module 130
and a WLAN radio module 140 may be co-located.
[0023] The base station 112 may optionally include a
controller module 113 in operative communication with
the NSC radio module 130 and the WLAN radio module
140 to coordinate the activity of the modules 130, 140
and/or components thereof.
[0024] In related aspects, the NSC radio module 130
may include a transmitter (TX) component 132, a receiver
(RX) component 134, a processor component 136, and
a interference measurement component 138, wherein
each of the components are in operative communication
with each other. The interference measurement compo-
nent 138 may collect or coordinate collecting interference
measurements for interference to or from at least one
mobile device, and may include a database of collected
interference measurements.
[0025] The NSC radio module 130 may include one or
more of the components of base station 110 shown on
the left hand side of FIG. 2. The WLAN radio module 140
may include a TX component 142, a RX component 144,
and a processor component 146, wherein each of the
components are in operative communication with each
other. In further related aspects, one or more of the com-
ponents 132-138 may be configured to collect interfer-
ence measurements when the WLAN radio module 140
is activated. In yet further related aspects, one or more
of the components 142-146 may be configured to mini-
mize interference caused or experienced by the base
station while the WLAN radio module 140 is activated,

according to the exemplary methodologies shown in
FIGS. 3-4B, and described in further detail below.
[0026] The base station 112 may initially operate as
the WLAN AP and collect interference measurements
from mobile devices communicating on channels of the
unlicensed band. The base station 112 may build a da-
tabase from the collected interference measurements,
and may share information in the database with other
small base stations over x2 links or the like. Alternatively
or additionally, a centralized controller may collect such
information from the base stations (e.g., small cells),
along with the base station locations, and make/send a
feedback decision for channel selection to each base sta-
tion. For example, the base station 112 may then operate
as an LTE small cell in an unlicensed band and use the
information in the database to select and communicate
on a given channel of the unlicensed band to minimize
interference caused or experienced by the base station
112.
[0027] With reference once again to FIG. 1A, the net-
work 100 may also include a an LTE-U (LTE operating
in unlicensed band) small cell (SC) 115 that is co-located
with a Wi-Fi AP radio or the like. The LTE-U SC 115
operates in the unlicensed band provides Wi-Fi coverage
in a service area 104. the LTE-U NSCs 115 may provide
Wi-Fi service for a UE 125 that is within the coverage
area 104 and configured for Wi-Fi (i.e., includes a Wi-Fi
radio module). The UE 125 may be in the in operative
communication with a small cell (e.g., a femto cell or a
pico cell) in an unlicensed band 103 and in the coverage
area 104 simultaneously, and may be capable of both
cellular and non-cellular communication in the unli-
censed band.
[0028] A network controller 130 may couple to a set of
eNBs and provide coordination and control for these
eNBs. The network controller 130 may communicate with
the eNBs 110 via a backhaul. The eNBs 110 may also
communicate with one another, e.g., directly or indirectly
via wireless or wireline backhaul.
[0029] The UEs 120 may be dispersed throughout the
wireless network 100, and each UE may be stationary or
mobile. A UE may also be referred to as a terminal, a
mobile station, a subscriber unit, a station, etc. A UE may
be a cellular phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA),
a wireless modem, a wireless communication device, a
handheld device, a laptop computer, a cordless phone,
a wireless local loop (WLL) station, or other mobile de-
vices. In FIG. 1A, a solid line with double arrows indicates
desired transmissions between a UE and a serving end,
which is an eNB designated to serve the UE on the down-
link and/or uplink. A dashed line with double arrows in-
dicates interfering transmissions between a UE and an
eNB.
[0030] Interference at the LTE-U SC: With reference
to FIG. 1C, within an unlicensed band 150, a Wi-Fi device
(e.g. AP 156 or STA 158) may be hidden from a UE 152
and may interfere with LTE-U uplink (UL) communica-
tions with a LTE-U SC 154. Such a scenario would impact

5 6 



EP 3 069 550 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

PUSCH performance, such as, for example, the
PUCCH/PRACH sent on a primary component carrier
(PCC). The PUCCH/PRACH may be sent on the PCC to
avoid interference issues.
[0031] Interference at the UE: With reference to FIG.
1D, within an unlicensed band 160, a Wi-Fi device (e.g.,
AP 166 or STA 168) may be hidden from a LTE-U SC
162 and may interfere with LTE-U downlink (DL) com-
munications with a UE 164. Such interference (INTF) to
LTE-U downlink communications may impact the primary
synchronization signal (PSS)/secondary synchroniza-
tion signal (SSS), thereby affecting synchronization gen-
erally. Averaging can help reduce the impact to synchro-
nization, and since is PSS/SSS is narrowband, the small
cell in the unlicensed band may boost its power as need-
ed. Interference to LTE-U downlink communications may
impact PDCCH performance. Cross-carrier scheduling
may be implemented to send grants on the PCC; simi-
larly, PBCH may be sent on the PCC for robustness.
Interference to Wi-Fi downlink communications may im-
pact PDSCH performance, may impact measurements
(e.g., RSRP/RSRQ can be corrupted and/or not reflect
Wi-Fi interference correctly), and may result in channel
quality indication (CQI) mismatch given that the cell-spe-
cific reference signal (CRS) may not capture all Wi-Fi
interference.
[0032] LTE-U Channel Selection: In one approach
LTE-U channel selection, a network entity (e.g., an LTE
small cell in an unlicensed band or the like) may perform
network listen to measure the interference level and duty
cycle on different channels from both LTE-U and Wi-Fi
networks. In one approach, this may involve taking RSSI
measurements over each OFDM symbol and calculating
order statistics based on the RSSI measurements. As-
sistance from co-located AP measurements may be spe-
cific for Wi-Fi signals (e.g., beacons, measuring RSSI
from PLCP headers, etc.). Network listen may be per-
formed periodically or triggered based on high up-
link/downlink PER, IoT pattern, CQI pattern, CQI back-
off, or the like. In related aspects, the PCC may configure
the best available SCC(s) each trigger or channel selec-
tion period. While this approach addresses interference
at the small cell in an unlicensed band, it does not address
interference experienced at the UE.
[0033] In another approach to LTE-U channel selec-
tion, the network entity may utilize co-channel UE meas-
urements and channel state information (CSI) reports.
This may involve combining metrics, such as, for exam-
ple, the CQI pattern, the reference signal received quality
(RSRQ), and/or the rate control outer loop back-off to
deduce co-channel quality and trigger channel selection.
It is noted, however, that inter-frequency UE measure-
ments such as RSRP/RSRQ may not capture Wi-Fi in-
terference on other channels. In related aspects, the
small cells in an unlicensed bands may exchange infor-
mation about the quality of the channels over X2 links or
the like.
[0034] In yet another approach to LTE-U channel se-

lection, the network entity may rely on interference diver-
sity provided by using multiple SCCs, such as, for exam-
ple, PCC, SCC1, PCC2, ..., SCCk, or the like. The SCCs
may be selected based on the network listen manage-
ment (NLM) or the like. A given UE may be served on all
available SCCs if it does not detect any Wi-Fi interfer-
ence. The given UE would not be scheduled on those
SCCs determined to experience Wi-Fi interference levels
meeting or exceeding a given interference threshold,
such as a system-defined value. For example, the deter-
mination may be based at least in part on a channel qual-
ity indicator (CQI), rate control outer loop back off, or the
like. In one example, two SCCs may be sufficient for in-
terference diversity given the low probability that a given
UE would have strong Wi-Fi jammers on both channels
associated with the two SCCs.
[0035] In related aspects, a given SC may schedule a
narrower PDSCH to increase robustness, which may
help reduce the impact from adjacent channel interfer-
ence or the like. However, there are restrictive ; power
spectral density limits for Unlicensed National Informa-
tion Infrastructure (UNII) - low power or the like.
[0036] In yet another approach to LTE-U channel se-
lection, the network entity may measure the Wi-Fi beacon
signal strength and/or the training sequence RSSI, and
de-prioritize channel selection (i.e., avoid certain Wi-Fi
channels) that can cause high interference to Wi-Fi.
[0037] One approach to reducing or minimizing inter-
ference to such not-cellular communications is to imple-
ment a channel selection technique that keeps the small
cells in an unlicensed band concentrated on a few chan-
nels on the unlicensed band. Still, there remains a need
for an improved channel selection technique for reducing
interference caused to non-cellular communications in
the unlicensed band.
[0038] Such a channel selection technique may in-
volve defining a list of channels with priority. The small
cell may go through each channel in the order of priority
and pick the one which satisfies an interference criteria,
such as, for example, a received signal strength indicator
(RSSI) being lower than a threshold. In another example,
the interference criteria may be a metric that combines
RSSI and duty cycle of interference, wherein the metric
is below than another defined threshold. It is noted that,
in one example, if the rate control loop is targeting 10%
block error rate (BLER) on a first transmission, then even
a jammer with a 10% duty cycle can impact the perform-
ance.
[0039] If no channels satisfy the criteria, then the small
cell may pick the channel with least interference. The
small cell may further distinguish between Wi-Fi contri-
bution to the RSSI and LTE contribution to the RSSI,
such as, for example, by detecting the physical layer con-
vergence protocol (PLCP) header of Wi-Fi packets or Wi-
Fi beacons. The RSSI contribution from Wi-Fi may be
given higher weight than LTE (i.e., it may be preferable
to select a co-channel with LTE to leverage existing in-
terference management). A WiFi basic service set (BSS)
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with a service set identifier (SSID) belonging to the same
operator/user can be further given higher weight to be
avoided (through decoding the beacon). Neighbor small
cells may exchange measurements on the channel list
over X2 or the like.
[0040] FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a design of a
base station 110 and a UE 120, which may be one of the
base stations (e.g., an NSCs such as 110x, 110y, or
110z) and one of the UEs, respectively, in FIG. 1. The
base station 110 may be equipped with antennas 234a
through 234t, and the UE 120 may be equipped with an-
tennas 252a through 252r.
[0041] At the base station 110, a transmit processor
220 may receive data from a data source 212 and control
information from a controller/processor 240. The control
information may be for the PBCH, PCFICH, PHICH, PD-
CCH, etc. The data may be for the PDSCH, etc. The
processor 220 may process (e.g., encode and symbol
map) the data and control information to obtain data sym-
bols and control symbols, respectively. The processor
220 may also generate reference symbols, e.g., for the
PSS, SSS, and cell-specific reference signal. A transmit
(TX) multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) processor
230 may perform spatial processing (e.g., preceding) on
the data symbols, the control symbols, and/or the refer-
ence symbols, if applicable, and may provide output sym-
bol streams to the modulators (MODS) through 232t.
Each modulator 232 may process a respective output
symbol stream (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to obtain an output
sample stream. Each modulator 232 may further process
(e.g., convert to analog, amplify, filter, and upconvert)
the output sample stream to obtain a downlink signal.
Downlink signals from modulators 232a through 232t
may be transmitted via the antennas 234a through 234t,
respectively.
[0042] At the UE 120, the antennas 252a through 252r
may receive the downlink signals from the base station
110 and may provide received signals to the demodula-
tors (DEMONS) 254a through 254r, respectively. Each
demodulator 254 may condition (e.g., filter, amplify,
downconvert, and digitize) a respective received signal
to obtain input samples. Each demodulator 254 may fur-
ther process the input samples (e.g., for OFDM, etc.) to
obtain received symbols. A MIMO detector 256 may ob-
tain received symbols from all the demodulators 254a
through 254r, perform MIMO detection on the received
symbols if applicable, and provide detected symbols. A
receive processor 258 may process (e.g., demodulate,
deinterleave, and decode) the detected symbols, provide
decoded data for the UE 120 to a data sink 260, and
provide decoded control information to a controller/proc-
essor 280.
[0043] On the uplink, at the UE 120, a transmit proc-
essor 264 may receive and process data (e.g., for the
PUSCH) from a data source 262 and control information
(e.g., for the PUCCH) from the controller/processor 280.
The processor 264 may also generate reference symbols
for a reference signal. The symbols from the transmit

processor 264 may be preceded by a TX MIMO proces-
sor 266 if applicable, further processed by the modulators
254a through 254r (e.g., for SC-FDM, etc.), and trans-
mitted to the base station 110. At the base station 110,
the uplink signals from the UE 120 may be received by
the antennas 234, processed by the demodulators 232,
detected by a MIMO detector 236 if applicable, and fur-
ther processed by a receive processor 238 to obtain de-
coded data and control information sent by the UE 120.
The processor 238 may provide the decoded data to a
data sink 239 and the decoded control information to the
controller/processor 240.
[0044] The controllers/processors 240 and 280 may
direct the operation at the base station 110 and the UE
120, respectively. The processor 240 and/or other proc-
essors and modules at the base station 110 may perform
or direct the execution of various processes for the tech-
niques described herein. The processor 280 and/or other
processors and modules at the UE 120 may also perform
or direct the execution of the functional blocks illustrated
in FIGS. 6 and 7, and/or other processes for the tech-
niques described herein. The memories 242 and 282
may store data and program codes for the base station
110 and the UE 120, respectively. A scheduler 244 may
schedule UEs for data transmission on the downlink
and/or uplink.
[0045] In one configuration, the base station 110
and/or the UE 120 may include means for performing the
process illustrated in FIGS 3-4. In one example, the afore-
mentioned means may be the processor(s), the control-
ler/processor 280, the memory 282, the receive proces-
sor 258, the MIMO detector 256, the demodulators 254a,
and the antennas 252a configured to perform the func-
tions recited by the aforementioned means. In another
aspect, the aforementioned means may be a module or
any apparatus configured to perform the functions recited
by the aforementioned means.
[0046] In view of exemplary systems shown and de-
scribed herein, methodologies that may be implemented
in accordance with the disclosed subject matter, will be
better appreciated with reference to various flow charts.
While, for purposes of simplicity of explanation, method-
ologies are shown and described as a series of
acts/blocks, it is to be understood and appreciated that
the claimed subject matter is not limited by the number
or order of blocks, as some blocks may occur in different
orders and/or at substantially the same time with other
blocks from what is depicted and described herein. More-
over, not all illustrated blocks may be required to imple-
ment methodologies described herein. It is to be appre-
ciated that functionality associated with blocks may be
implemented by software, hardware, a combination
thereof or any other suitable means (e.g., device, system,
process, or component). Additionally, it should be further
appreciated that methodologies disclosed throughout
this specification are capable of being stored on an article
of manufacture to facilitate transporting and transferring
such methodologies to various devices. Those skilled in

9 10 



EP 3 069 550 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the art will understand and appreciate that a methodology
could alternatively be represented as a series of interre-
lated states or events, such as in a state diagram.
[0047] With reference to FIG. 3, illustrated is a meth-
odology 300 that may be performed at a network entity,
such as, for example, the dual-capability base station
112 as shown in FIGS. 1A-B. The method 300 may in-
volve, at 310, operating in a first mode using a first radio
access technology (RAT1). The method 300 may involve,
at 320, collecting interference measurements for inter-
ference to or from at least one mobile device while in the
first mode. The method 300 may involve, at 330, switch-
ing to a second mode and using a second radio access
technology (RAT2). The method 300 may involve, at 340,
using the interference measurements from the first mode
to minimize interference caused or experienced by the
network entity in the second mode.
[0048] With reference to FIGS. 4A-B, there are shown
further operations or aspects of method 300 that are op-
tional are not required to perform the method 300. If the
method 300 includes at least one block of FIGS. 4-B,
then the method 300 may terminate after the at least one
block, without necessarily having to include any subse-
quent downstream block(s) that may be illustrated. For
example, collecting the interference measurements in
the first mode (block 320) may involve using Wi-Fi over
802.11k (block 350).
[0049] In related aspects, collecting the interference
measurements in the first mode (block 320) may involve
using LTE by modifying Reference Signal Received Pow-
er (RSRP)/reference Signal Received Quality (RSRQ)
(block 360).
[0050] In yet further related aspects, the method 300
may involve building a database from the collected inter-
ference measurements, the database comprising infor-
mation regarding interference levels experienced by the
network entity for LTE communication on channels of the
unlicensed band (block 370).
[0051] The method 300 may involve selecting and
communicating on a selected channel of the unlicensed
band to minimize the interference caused or experienced
by the network entity (block 372). The method 300 may
involve: defining an interference criteria based at least in
part on an RSSI metric or a duty cycle metric (block 374);
and selecting the selected channel, in response to se-
lected channel satisfying the interference criteria (block
376).
[0052] In still further related aspects, operating in the
first mode (block 310) may involve communicating via
Wi-Fi on the unlicensed band (block 380), while operating
in the second mode (blocks 330 and/or 340) may involve
communicating with one or more of the mobile devices
on the unlicensed channel via LTE (block 382).
[0053] In further related aspects, collecting the inter-
ference measurements (block 320) may involve directly
making the interference measurements (block 390),
and/or collecting the interference measurements com-
prises receiving the interference measurements from

one or more of the mobile devices (block 392).
[0054] In one example, wherein the network entity
comprises an LTE small cell in an unlicensed band or
the like, one or more of blocks 310-392 may be performed
by the controller/processor 240, the memory 242, the
scheduler 244, the receive processor 238, and/or the
transmit processor 220 of the base station 110, as shown
in FIG. 2. In another example, wherein the network entity
comprises a dual-capability base station, one or more of
blocks 310-392 may be performed by the NSC radio mod-
ule 130, the WLAN radio module 140, or component(s)
thereof, shown in FIG. 1B.
[0055] With reference to FIG. 5, there is provided an
exemplary apparatus 500 that may be configured as a
UE, network entity, or other suitable entity, or as a proc-
essor, component or similar device for use within the UE,
network entity, or other suitable entity, for network node
selection. The apparatus 500 may include functional
blocks that can represent functions implemented by a
processor, software, or combination thereof (e.g.,
firmware).
[0056] As illustrated, in one example, the apparatus
500 may include an electrical component or module 502
for operating in a first mode using a RAT1. The apparatus
500 may include an electrical component or module 504
for collecting interference measurements for interference
to or from at least one mobile device while in the first
mode. The apparatus 500 may include an electrical com-
ponent or module 506 for switching to a second mode
and using a RAT2. The apparatus 500 may include an
electrical component or module 508 for using the inter-
ference measurements from the first mode to minimize
interference caused or experienced by the network entity
in the second mode.
[0057] In related aspects, the apparatus 500 may op-
tionally include a processor component 510 having at
least one processor, in the case of the apparatus 500
configured as a network entity. The processor 510, in
such case, may be in operative communication with the
components 502-508 or similar components via a bus
512 or similar communication coupling. The processor
510 may effect initiation and scheduling of the processes
or functions performed by electrical components or mod-
ules 502-508.
[0058] In further related aspects, the apparatus 500
may include a network interface component 514 for com-
municating with other network entities. The apparatus
500 may optionally include a component for storing in-
formation, such as, for example, a memory device/com-
ponent 516. The computer readable medium or the mem-
ory component 516 may be operatively coupled to the
other components of the apparatus 500 via the bus 512
or the like. The memory component 516 may be adapted
to store computer readable instructions and data for per-
forming the activity of the components 502-508, and sub-
components thereof, or the processor 510. The memory
component 516 may retain instructions for executing
functions associated with the components 502-508.
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While shown as being external to the memory 516, it is
to be understood that the components 502-508 can exist
within the memory 516.
[0059] Those of skill in the art would understand that
information and signals may be represented using any
of a variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, sig-
nals, bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced
throughout the above description may be represented by
voltages, currents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic
fields or particles, optical fields or particles, or any com-
bination thereof.
[0060] Those of skill would further appreciate that the
various illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and
algorithm steps described in connection with the disclo-
sure herein may be implemented as electronic hardware,
computer software, or combinations of both. To clearly
illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and soft-
ware, various illustrative components, blocks, modules,
circuits, and steps have been described above generally
in terms of their functionality. Wether such functionality
is implemented as hardware or software depends upon
the particular application and design constraints imposed
on the overall system. Skilled artisans may implement
the described functionality in varying ways for each par-
ticular application, but such implementation decisions
should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.
[0061] The various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
and circuits described in connection with the disclosure
herein may be implemented or performed with a general-
purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an
application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable
logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete
hardware components, or any combination thereof de-
signed to perform the functions described herein. A gen-
eral-purpose processor may be a microprocessor, but in
the alternative, the processor may be any conventional
processor, controller, microcontroller, or state machine.
A processor may also be implemented as a combination
of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP and
a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.
[0062] In one or more exemplary designs, the functions
described may be implemented in hardware, software,
firmware, or any combination thereof. If implemented in
software, the functions may be stored on or transmitted
over as one or more instructions or code on a computer-
readable medium. Computer-readable media includes
both computer storage media and communication media
including any medium that facilitates transfer of a com-
puter program from one place to another. A storage me-
dia may be any available media that can be accessed by
a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way
of example, and not limitation, such computer-readable
media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM

or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium
that can be used to carry or store desired program code
means in the form of instructions or data structures and
that can be accessed by a general-purpose or special-
purpose computer, or a general-purpose or special-pur-
pose processor. Also, any connection may be properly
termed a computer-readable medium to the extent in-
volving non-transient storage of transmitted signals. For
example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and micro-
wave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted
pair, DSL, or wireless technologies such as infrared, ra-
dio, and microwave are included in the definition of me-
dium, to the extent the signal is retained in the transmis-
sion chain on a storage medium or device memory for
any non-transient length of time. Disk and disc, as used
herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray
disc where disks usually reproduce data magnetically,
while discs reproduce data optically with lasers. Combi-
nations of the above should also be included within the
scope of computer-readable media.
[0063] The previous description of the disclosure is
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make
or use the disclosure. Various modifications to the dis-
closure will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art,
and the generic principles defined herein may be applied
to other variations without departing from the scope of
the disclosure. Thus, the disclosure is not intended to be
limited to the examples and designs described herein but
is to be accorded the widest scope consistent with the
principles and novel features disclosed herein.

Claims

1. A method operable by a network entity (112) config-
ured for wireless communication, the method com-
prising:

operating (310) in a first mode using a first radio
access technology, RAT1;
collecting (320) interference measurements for
interference to or from at least one mobile device
while in the first mode;
switching (330) to a second mode and using a
second radio access technology, RAT2; and
using (340) the interference measurements
from the first mode to minimize interference
caused or experienced by the network entity
(112) in the second mode.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein collecting the inter-
ference measurements in the first mode comprises
using (350) Wi-Fi over 802.11k.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein collecting the inter-
ference measurements in the first mode comprises
using (360) Long Term Evolution, LTE, by modifying
Reference Signal Received Power, RSRP / Refer-
ence Signal Received Quality, RSRQ.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising building
(370) a database from the collected interference
measurements, the database comprising informa-
tion regarding interference levels experienced by the
network entity for LTE communication on channels
of the unlicensed band.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising selecting
and communicating (372) on a selected channel of
the unlicensed band to minimize the interference
caused or experienced by the network entity.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

defining (374) an interference criteria based at
least in part on a received signal strength indi-
cator, RSSI, metric or a duty cycle metric; and
selecting (376) the selected channel, in re-
sponse to selected channel satisfying the inter-
ference criteria.

7. The method of claim 4, wherein:

operating in the first mode comprises commu-
nicating (380) via Wi-Fi on the unlicensed band;
and
operating in the second mode comprises com-
municating (382) with one or more of the mobile
devices on the unlicensed channel via LTE.

8. The method of claim 4, wherein collecting the inter-
ference measurements comprises

a) directly making (390) the interference meas-
urements or b) receiving (392) the interference
measurements from one or more of the mobile
devices.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the interference
measurements are based at least in part on an RSSI.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the network entity
comprises a small base station that includes a neigh-
borhood small cell, NSC, co-located with a Wi-Fi ac-
cess point.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the network entity
is configured to a) operate in a standalone unli-
censed band or b) operate in both a licensed band
and the unlicensed band in a carrier aggregation
mode.

12. An apparatus at a network entity (112), comprising:

means (502) for operating (310) in a first mode
using a first radio access technology, RAT1;
means (504) for collecting (320) interference
measurements for interference to or from at
least one mobile device while in the first mode;
means (506) for switching (330) to a second
mode and using a second radio access technol-
ogy, RAT2; and
means (508) for using (340) the interference
measurements from the first mode to minimize
interference caused or experienced by the net-
work entity in the second mode.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising means
for building (370) a database from the collected in-
terference measurements, the database comprising
information regarding interference levels experi-
enced by the network entity for LTE communication
on channels of the unlicensed band.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising means
for selecting and communicating (372) on a selected
channel of the unlicensed band to minimize the in-
terference caused or experienced by the network en-
tity.

15. A computer program product, comprising
a computer-readable medium comprising code for
causing a computer to perform the method of any
one of claims 1-10.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren, das durch eine Netzwerkeinheit (112)
betreibbar ist, das konfiguriert ist zur Drahtloskom-
munikation, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes auf-
weist:

Arbeiten (310) in einem ersten Modus unter Ver-
wendung einer ersten Funkzugriffstechnologie
bzw. RAT1 (RAT = radio access technology);
Sammeln (320) von Interferenzmessungen für
eine Interferenz gegenüber oder von wenigs-
tens einer Mobileinrichtung innerhalb des ersten
Modus;
Schalten (330) in einen zweiten Modus und Ver-
wenden einer zweiten Funkzugriffstechnologie
bzw. RAT2; und
Verwenden (340) der Interferenzmessungen
aus dem ersten Modus zum Minimieren von In-
terferenz, die durch die Netzwerkeinheit (112)
verursacht oder erfahren wird, und zwar in dem
zweiten Modus.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Sammeln
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von Interferenzmessungen in dem ersten Modus
Verwenden (350) von Wi-Fi über 802.11k aufweist.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Sammeln
von Interferenzmessungen in dem ersten Modus
Verwenden (360) von LTE (LTE = Long Term Evo-
lution) durch Modifizieren von empfangener Refe-
renzsignalleistung bzw. RSRP (RSRP = Reference
Signal Received Power)/empfangener Referenzsig-
nalqualität bzw. RSRQ (RSRQ = Reference Signal
Received Quality) aufweist.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das weiter Aufbauen
(370) einer Datenbank aus den gesammelten Inter-
ferenzmessungen aufweist, wobei die Datenbank In-
formation bezüglich Interferenzpegeln aufweist, die
durch die Netzwerkeinheit für eine LTE-Kommuni-
kation auf Kanälen des unlizensierten Bandes erfah-
ren werden.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, das weiter Auswählen
und Kommunizieren (372) auf einem ausgewählten
Kanal des unlizensierten Bandes aufweist, um die
Interferenz zu minimieren, die durch die Netzwer-
keinheit verursacht oder erfahren wird.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, das weiter Folgendes
aufweist:

Definieren (374) eines Interferenzkriteriums ba-
sierend wenigstens teilweise auf einer Metrik ei-
nes Indikators einer empfangenen Signalstärke
bzw. einer RSSI-Metrik (RSSI = received signal
strength indicator) oder einer Lastzyklusmetrik;
und
Auswählen (376) des ausgewählten Kanals,
und zwar ansprechend darauf, dass der ausge-
wählte Kanal die Interferenzkriterien erfüllt.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei:

das Arbeiten in dem ersten Betriebsmodus
Kommunizieren (380) über Wi-Fi auf dem unli-
zensierten Band aufweist; und
das Arbeiten in dem zweiten Betriebsmodus
Kommunizieren (382) mit einer oder mehreren
der Mobileinrichtungen auf dem unlizensierten
Kanal über LTE aufweist.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Sammeln
der Interferenzmessungen a) direktes Durchführen
(390) der Interferenzmessungen oder b) Empfangen
(392) der Interferenzmessungen von einer oder
mehreren der Mobileinrichtungen aufweist.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Interferenz-
messungen wenigstens teilweise auf einem RSSI
basieren.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Netzwerkein-
heit eine kleine Basisstation aufweist, die eine kleine
Nachbarzelle bzw. NSC (NSC = neighborhood small
cell) beinhaltet, die zusammen mit einem Wi-Fi-Zu-
griffspunkt angeordnet ist.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Netzwerkein-
heit konfiguriert ist zum a) Arbeiten in einem unlizen-
sierten Standalone-Band oder b) Arbeiten in so-
wohl einem lizensierten Band als auch dem unlizen-
sierten Band in einem Trägeraggregationsmodus.

12. Eine Vorrichtung an einer Netzwerkeinheit (112), die
Folgendes aufweist:

Mittel (502) zum Arbeiten (310) in einem ersten
Modus unter Verwendung einer ersten Funkzu-
griffstechnologie bzw. RAT1 (RAT = radio ac-
cess technology);
Mittel (504) Sammeln (320) von Interferenzmes-
sungen für eine Interferenz gegenüber oder von
wenigstens einer Mobileinrichtung, während sie
im ersten Modus ist;
Mittel (506) zum Schalten (330) in einen zweiten
Modus und zum Verwenden einer zweiten Funk-
zugriffstechnologie bzw. RAT2; und
Mittel (508) zum Verwenden (340) der Interfe-
renzmessungen von dem ersten Modus zum Mi-
nimieren von Interferenz, die durch die Netzwer-
keinheit verursacht oder erfahren wird, und zwar
in dem zweiten Modus.

13. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, die weiter Mittel auf-
weist zum Aufbauen (370) einer Datenbank aus den
gesammelten Interferenzmessungen, wobei die Da-
tenbank Information bezüglich Interferenzpegeln
aufweist, die durch die Netzwerkeinheit für LTE-
Kommunikation auf Kanälen des unlizensierten Ban-
des erfahren werden.

14. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, die weiter Mittel auf-
weist zum Auswählen und Kommunizieren (372) auf
einem ausgewählten Kanal des unlizensierten Ban-
des zum Minimieren der Interferenz, die durch die
Netzwerkeinheit verursacht oder erfahren wird.

15. Ein Computerprogrammprodukt, das Folgendes
aufweist:

ein computerlesbares Medium, das Code auf-
weist, um einen Computer zu veranlassen, das
Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-10
durchzuführen.

Revendications

1. Un procédé utilisable par une entité de réseau (112)
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configuré pour une communication sans fil, le pro-
cédé comprenant :

le fonctionnement (310) dans un premier mode
au moyen d’une première technologie d’accès
radio, RAT1,
le recueil (320) de mesures de brouillage relati-
ves à un brouillage de ou vers au moins un dis-
positif mobile alors qu’il se trouve dans le pre-
mier mode,
la commutation (330) vers un deuxième mode
et l’utilisation d’une deuxième technologie d’ac-
cès radio, RAT2, et
l’utilisation (340) des mesures de brouillage pro-
venant du premier mode de façon à minimiser
un brouillage provoqué ou subi par l’entité de
réseau (112) dans le deuxième mode.

2. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1, où le recueil
des mesures de brouillage dans le premier mode
comprend l’utilisation (350) de Wi-Fi par l’intermé-
diaire de 802.11k.

3. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1, où le recueil
des mesures de brouillage dans le premier mode
comprend l’utilisation (360) de la technologie d’évo-
lution à long terme, LTE, par la modification de la
puissance reçue de signal de référence, RSRP / la
qualité reçue de signal de référence, RSRQ.

4. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1, comprenant
en outre la construction (370) d’une base de don-
nées à partir des mesures de brouillage recueillies,
la base de données contenant des informations con-
cernant des niveaux de brouillage subis par l’entité
de réseau pour une communication LTE sur des ca-
naux de la bande sans licence.

5. Le procédé selon la Revendication 4, comprenant
en outre la sélection et la communication (372) sur
un canal sélectionné de la bande sans licence de
façon à minimiser le brouillage provoqué ou subi par
l’entité de réseau.

6. Le procédé selon la Revendication 5, comprenant
en outre :

la définition (374) de critères de brouillage en
fonction au moins en partie d’une mesure d’in-
dicateur d’intensité de signal reçue, RSSI, ou
d’une mesure de cycle de service, et
la sélection (376) du canal sélectionné en ré-
ponse à la satisfaction par le canal sélectionné
des critères de brouillage.

7. Le procédé selon la Revendication 4, où :

le fonctionnement dans le premier mode com-

prend une communication (380) par l’intermé-
diaire de la technologie Wi-Fi sur la bande sans
licence, et
le fonctionnement dans le deuxième mode com-
prend une communication (382) avec un ou plu-
sieurs des dispositifs mobiles sur le canal sans
licence par l’intermédiaire de LTE.

8. Le procédé selon la Revendication 4, où le recueil
des mesures de brouillage comprend a) la prise di-
recte (390) des mesures de brouillage ou b) la ré-
ception (392) des mesures de brouillage à partir d’un
ou de plusieurs des dispositifs mobiles.

9. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1, où les mesures
de brouillage sont basées au moins en partie sur un
RSSI.

10. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1 où l’entité de
réseau comprend une petite station de base qui com-
prend une petite cellule voisine, NSC, co-implantée
avec un point d’accès Wi-Fi.

11. Le procédé selon la Revendication 1, où l’entité de
réseau est configurée de façon à a) fonctionner dans
une bande sans licence autonome ou b) fonctionner
à la fois dans une bande avec licence et la bande
sans licence dans un mode d’agrégation de porteu-
ses.

12. Un appareil au niveau d’une entité de réseau (112),
comprenant :

un moyen (502) de fonctionnement (310) dans
un premier mode au moyen d’une première
technologie d’accès radio, RAT1,
un moyen (504) de recueil (320) de mesures de
brouillage relatives à un brouillage de ou vers
au moins un dispositif mobile alors qu’il se trouve
dans le premier mode,
un moyen (506) de commutation (330) vers un
deuxième mode et l’utilisation d’une deuxième
technologie d’accès radio, RAT2, et
un moyen (508) d’utilisation (340) des mesures
de brouillage à partir du premier mode de façon
à minimiser un brouillage provoqué ou subi par
l’entité de réseau dans le deuxième mode.

13. L’appareil selon la Revendication 12, comprenant
en outre un moyen de construction (370) d’une base
de données à partir des mesures de brouillage re-
cueillies, la base de données contenant des infor-
mations concernant des niveaux de brouillage subis
par l’entité de réseau pour une communication LTE
sur des canaux de la bande sans licence.

14. L’appareil selon la Revendication 13, comprenant
en outre un moyen de sélection et de communication
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(372) sur un canal sélectionné de la bande sans li-
cence de façon à minimiser le brouillage provoqué
ou subi par l’entité de réseau.

15. Un produit de programme informatique, comprenant
un support lisible par ordinateur contenant du code
destiné à amener un ordinateur à exécuter le procé-
dé selon l’une quelconque des Revendications 1 à
10.
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