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(54) IMPROVED GAS BURNER

(57) A burner unit (10) includes first and second burn-
er assemblies (20, 50) supplied with a gas mixture via
first and second valves (102, 104), respectively. A first
valve control assembly (VCA1) controls the first and sec-
ond valves (102, 104) between open and closed posi-
tions. Third and fourth burner assemblies (52, 70A, 70B)
of the burner unit (10) are supplied with a gas mixture
via third and fourth valves (112, 114), respectively. A sec-
ond valve control assembly (VCA2) controls the third and
fourth valves (112, 114) between open and closed posi-
tions. The first and second valve control assemblies
(VCA1, VCA2) are separate assemblies that are config-
ured to cooperate to simultaneously provide a gas mix-
ture to the first, second, third and fourth burner assem-
blies (20, 50, 52 and 70A, 70B) in respective high power
settings (PS2, PS4) of the first and second valve control
assemblies (VCA1, VCA2).
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present device generally relates to a gas
burner unit, and particularly a gas burner unit that pro-
vides multiple configurations using a plurality of burners
and multiple valve control assemblies to accommodate
various cooking apparatuses.

SUMMARY

[0002] In at least one aspect, an appliance includes a
burner unit having first and second sets of burner assem-
blies, wherein the second set of burner assemblies sur-
rounds the first set of burner assemblies. First and sec-
ond valves are fluidly coupled to the first set of burner
assemblies. A first valve control assembly is configured
to control the first and second valves of the first set of
burner assemblies between open and closed positions.
Third and fourth valves are fluidly coupled to the second
set of burner assemblies. A second valve control assem-
bly is configured to control the third and fourth valves of
the second set of burner assemblies between open and
closed positions.
[0003] In at least another aspect, a burner unit has a
central body with a flame crown disposed thereon. An
outer body is disposed around the central body, and in-
cludes inner and outer flame crowns disposed on oppo-
site sides thereof. First and second lobes extend out-
wardly from the outer body, wherein the first and second
lobes each include a flame crown disposed thereon. A
first valve is fluidly coupled to the flame crown of the
central body portion by a first supply line. A second valve
is fluidly coupled to the inner flame crown of the outer
body portion by a second supply line. A third valve is
fluidly coupled to the outer flame crown of the outer body
portion by a third supply line. A fourth valve is fluidly cou-
pled to the flame crown of the first lobe and fluidly coupled
to the flame crown of the second lobe.
[0004] In at least another aspect, a burner unit has first
and second burner assemblies supplied with a gas mix-
ture via first and second valves, respectively. A first valve
control assembly controls the first and second valves be-
tween open and closed positions. Third and fourth burner
assemblies are supplied with a gas mixture via third and
fourth valves, respectively. A second valve control as-
sembly controls the third and fourth valves between open
and closed positions. The first and second valve control
assemblies are separate assemblies that cooperate to
simultaneously provide a gas mixture to the first, second,
third and fourth burner assemblies in respective high
power settings of the first and second valve control as-
semblies.
[0005] These and other features, advantages, and ob-
jects of the present device will be further understood and
appreciated by those skilled in the art upon studying the
following specification, claims, and appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a burner unit according
to one embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the burner unit of FIG. 1
showing multiple flames disposed around a plurality
of flame crowns;
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the burner unit of FIG. 2
showing first and second valve control assemblies;
FIGS. 4A-4E are top plan views of the burner unit of
FIG.1 in different power configurations;
FIG. 5 is a top perspective view of the burner unit of
FIG. 2;
FIG. 6A is a top plan view of a first valve control
assembly; and
FIG. 6B is a top plan view of a first valve control
assembly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0007] For purposes of description herein the terms
"upper," "lower," "right," "left," "rear," "front," "vertical,"
"horizontal," and derivatives thereof shall relate to the
device as oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be under-
stood that the device may assume various alternative
orientations and step sequences, except where express-
ly specified to the contrary. It is also to be understood
that the specific devices and processes illustrated in the
attached drawings, and described in the following spec-
ification are simply exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tive concepts defined in the appended claims. Hence,
specific dimensions and other physical characteristics re-
lating to the embodiments disclosed herein are not to be
considered as limiting, unless the claims expressly state
otherwise.
[0008] Referring to the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
1, reference numeral 10 generally designates a burner
unit having a plurality of flame crowns disposed thereon.
Specifically, the burner unit 10 includes a central body
12 having a cylindrical shape with an outer perimeter 14.
A flame crown 16 is disposed along the outer perimeter
14 of the central body 12 and defines an innermost and
first flame crown of the burner unit 10. The flame crown
16 is comprised of and defined by a plurality of burner
holes 18 which are spaced-apart along the outer perim-
eter 14 of the central body 12 in a substantially even
distribution. The burner holes of the present concept are
identified throughout this disclosure using reference nu-
meral 18 and generally comprise the apertures through
which flames are emitted when a gas mixture of a par-
ticular flame crown is ignited. Together, the central body
12 and the flame crown 16 define a first burner assembly
20 of the burner unit 10. The flame crown 16 of the first
burner assembly 20 is shown as a circular flame crown
and is contemplated to have a diameter of about
15-25mm as defined between the head portions of ar-
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rows A1 and A2. It is contemplated that the flame crown
16 of the first burner assembly 20 can be used to provide
a simmer feature for delicate cooking techniques where
limited and precise temperature control is desired. It is
contemplated that the flame crown 16 of the first burner
assembly 20 alone is capable of generating approximate-
ly 500-1,200 BTUs (FIG. 3).
[0009] As further shown in FIG. 1, the burner unit 10
includes an outer body 30 in the form of a ring 32 having
an inner perimeter 34 and an outer perimeter 36 with a
connecting portion 38 disposed therebetween. As shown
in FIG. 1, the outer body 30 is disposed around the central
body 12 in a concentric manner, such that the central
body 12 is nested within the ring 32 of the outer body 30.
With the outer body 30 surrounding the central body 12,
a spacing 22 exists between the outer body 30 and the
central body 12. A plurality of braces 24 interconnects
the outer body 30 and the central body 12. In use, the
spacing 22 provides necessary airflow to the burner unit
10 to ensure proper ignition and burning. A flame crown
40 is disposed along the inner perimeter 34 of the outer
body 30, defining an inner flame crown for the outer body
30 and a second flame crown of the burner unit 10. A
flame crown 42 is disposed along the outer perimeter 32
of the outer body 30, defining an outer flame crown for
the outer body 30 and a third flame crown of the burner
unit 10. Much like the first flame crown 16, the flame
crowns 40, 42 are comprised of and defined by a plurality
of burner holes 18 which are spaced-apart along the inner
and outer perimeters 34, 36 of the outer body 30 in a
substantially even distribution. In the present concept, it
is contemplated that the first flame crown 16 and the sec-
ond flame crown 40 are controlled by a dual valve as-
sembly, as further described below. Together, the outer
body 30 and the second flame crown 40 define a second
burner assembly 50 of the burner unit 10. Further, the
outer body 30 and the third flame crown 42 define a third
burner assembly 52 of the burner unit 10. The second
and third flame crowns 40, 42 of the second and third
burner assemblies 50, 52 are shown as a circular flame
crowns and are contemplated to have diameters of about
45-55mm and 90-110mm as defined between the head
portions of arrows B1, B2 and C1, C2, respectively. It is
contemplated that the flame crown 40 of the second burn-
er assembly 50 can be used to provide an auxiliary fea-
ture for delicate cooking techniques, such as chocolate
melting (FIG. 2), where limited and precise temperature
control is desired. It is contemplated that the flame crown
40 of the second burner assembly 50 alone is capable
of generating approximately 1,200-2,800 BTUs (FIG. 3).
[0010] It is further contemplated that the flame crown
42 of the third burner assembly 52 can be used to provide
a power flame feature (FIG. 2) for less delicate cooking
techniques, such as boiling water, wherein maximum
heat is desired. It is contemplated that the flame crown
42 of the third burner assembly 52 alone is capable of
generating approximately 1,200-2,800 BTUs (FIG. 3).
[0011] With further reference to FIG. 1, the flame

crowns 16, 40 and 42 are concentric with one another,
wherein the flame crowns 16, 40 and 42 generally share
a common center. While the flame crowns 16, 40 and 42
are shown as ring-shaped annular flame crowns in FIG.
1, other shapes are contemplated for use with the present
concept, such that the present concept is not limited to
the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 1.
[0012] With further reference to FIG. 1, the outer body
30 includes first and second lobes 60, 62 extending out-
wardly therefrom. Specifically, in FIG. 1, the first and sec-
ond lobes 60, 62 extend outwardly from the outer perim-
eter 36 of the outer body 30. The first and second lobes
60, 62 include end portions 64A, 64B, respectively, and
outer perimeters 66A, 66B, respectively. The first and
second lobes 60, 62 further include flame crowns 68A,
68B disposed along the outer perimeters 66A, 66B, re-
spectively. Much like the flame crowns 16, 40 and 42
described above, the flame crowns 68A, 68B are com-
prised of and defined by a plurality of burner holes 18
which are spaced-apart along the outer perimeters 66A,
66B of the first and second lobes 60, 62 in a substantially
even distribution. From the end portions 64A, 64B, with
the central body 12 and outer body 30 disposed in be-
tween, the first and second lobes 60, 62 generally span
a distance of approximately 100-210mm as indicated be-
tween head portions of arrows D1 and D2. In this way,
the first and second lobes 60, 62 provide a wide distri-
bution area well-suited for use with a large cooking ves-
sel, such as a stock pot or griddle pan (FIG. 2). The flame
crowns 68A, 68B of the first and second lobes 60, 62
cooperate to define a fourth burner assembly as indicated
by reference numerals 70A and 70B with respect to the
separated flame crowns 68A, 68B of the first and second
lobes 60, 62. It is contemplated that the flame crowns
68A, 68B of the fourth burner assembly 70A, 70B are
each capable of generating approximately 1,200-4000
BTUs (FIG. 3). It is further contemplated that the fourth
burner assembly 70A, 70B can be a continuous unit
which surrounds the first, second and third burner as-
semblies 20, 50 and 52 in assembly.
[0013] Referring now to FIG. 2, the burner unit 10 is
contemplated to include first and second valve assem-
blies 100, 110. The first valve assembly 100 includes first
and second valves 102, 104, while the second valve as-
sembly 110 includes third and fourth valves 112, 114. In
this way, the first and second valve assemblies 100, 110
are dual valve assemblies, each having two valves. The
valves 102, 104, 112, 114 are operable between open
and closed positions (and a variety of intermediate posi-
tions therebetween) for controlling a gas and air mixture
supplied to specific flame crowns of the burner unit 10 to
which the valves are fluidly coupled. The term "fluidly
coupled", as used herein, means that a valve is coupled
to a flame crown along a gas supply line to that flame
crown. The first valve assembly 100 is controlled by a
first valve control assembly VCA1 for opening and closing
the first and second valves 102, 104, and the second
valve assembly 110 is controlled by a second valve con-
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trol assembly VCA2 for opening and closing the third and
fourth valves 112, 114. The first and second valve control
assemblies VCA1, VCA2 are further described below
with reference to FIGS. 6A and 6B.
[0014] As further shown in FIG. 2, the first valve as-
sembly 100 is configured to control the simmer flame
option and the melt flame option of the burner unit 10 at
flame crowns 16 and 40 respectively. Specifically, the
first valve 102 of the first valve assembly 100 controls a
gas mixture supply provided to the first burner assembly
20 at flame crown 16 via supply line 106. The second
valve 104 of the first valve assembly 100 controls a gas
mixture supply provided to the second burner assembly
50 at flame crown 40 via supply line 108. In this way, the
first valve assembly 100 controls a first set of burner as-
semblies BA1, wherein the first set of burner assemblies
BA1 includes the first burner assembly 20 and the second
burner assembly 50 along with the respective flame
crowns 16, 40.
[0015] As further shown in FIG. 2, the second valve
assembly 110 is configured to control the power flame
option and the griddle flame option of the burner unit 10
at flame crowns 42 and 68A, 68B, respectively. Specifi-
cally, the third valve 112 of the second valve assembly
110 controls a gas mixture supply provided to the third
burner assembly 52 at flame crown 42 via supply line
116. The fourth valve 114 of the second valve assembly
110 controls a gas mixture supply provided to the fourth
burner assembly 70A, 70B at flame crowns 68A, 68B via
supply line 118. In this way, the second valve assembly
110 controls a second set of burner assemblies BA2,
wherein the second set of burner assemblies BA2 in-
cludes the third burner assembly 52 and the fourth burner
assembly 70A, 70B along with the respective flame
crowns 42, 68A and 68B.
[0016] Referring now to FIG. 3, the first valve assembly
100 is shown controlling the first set of burner assemblies
BA1, which includes the first burner assembly 20 and the
second burner assembly 50 along with the respective
flame crowns 16, 40. The second valve assembly 110 is
shown controlling the second set of burner assemblies
BA2, which includes the third burner assembly 52 and
the fourth burner assembly 70A, 70B along with the re-
spective flame crowns 42, 68A and 68B. Thus, the first
valve assembly 100 controls a range of BTUs for the first
set of burner assemblies BA1 that is contemplated to
cover approximately 500-4,000 BTUs. The low end 500
BTU setting is provided by the first flame crown 16 of the
first burner assembly 20 when operating alone on a low
power setting. The high end 4,000 BTU setting is provid-
ed by the first flame crown 16 of the first burner assembly
20 and the second flame crown 40 of the second burner
assembly 50 when operating together at high power set-
tings.
[0017] With further reference to FIG. 3, the second
valve assembly 110 is shown controlling the second set
of burner assemblies BA2, thus, the second valve as-
sembly 110 controls a range of BTUs for the second set

of burner assemblies BA2 that is contemplated to cover
approximately 1,200-16,000 BTUs. The low end 1,200
BTU setting is provided by the third flame crown 42 of
the third burner assembly 52 when operating alone on a
low power setting. The high end 16,000 BTU setting is
provided by the third flame crown 42 of the third burner
assembly 52 and the fourth flame crown 68A, 68B of the
fourth burner assembly 70A, 70B when operating togeth-
er at high power settings.
[0018] Referring now to FIG. 4A, the burner unit 10 is
shown in a first power setting PS1, wherein a range of
approximately 500-1,200 BTUs is provided by the first
flame crown 16 of the first burner assembly 20 operating
alone. In FIG. 4B, the burner unit 10 is shown in a second
power setting PS2, wherein a range of approximately
1,700-4,000 BTUs is provided by the first flame crown
16 of the first burner assembly 20 and the second flame
crown 40 of the second burner assembly 50 operating
together. Thus, the first set of burner assemblies BA1 is
shown operating in an "all-on" configuration at second
power setting PS2.
[0019] Referring now to FIG. 4C, the burner unit 10 is
shown in a third power setting PS3, wherein a range of
approximately 1,200-8,000 BTUs is provided by the third
flame crown 42 of the third burner assembly 52 operating
alone. In FIG. 4D, the burner unit 10 is shown in a fourth
power setting PS4, wherein a range of approximately
3,600-16,000 BTUs is provided by the third flame crown
42 of the third burner assembly 52 and the fourth flame
crown 68A, 68B of the fourth burner assembly 70A, 70B
operating together. Thus, the second set of burner as-
semblies BA2 is shown operating in an "all-on" configu-
ration at fourth power setting PS4.
[0020] Referring now to FIG. 4E, the burner unit 10 is
shown in a fifth power setting PS5, wherein a range of
approximately 5,300-20,000 BTUs is provided by the
first, second, third and fourth flame crowns 16, 40, 42,
and 68A, 68B of the first, second, third and fourth burner
assemblies 20, 50, 52 and 70A, 70B operating together.
Thus, in the fourth power setting PS4 shown in FIG. 4E,
both the first and second sets of burner assemblies BA1,
BA2 are shown operating in "all-on" configurations. The
fifth power setting PS5 is also shown in the burner unit
10 of FIG. 5. In the fifth power setting PS5, it is contem-
plated that the first and second valve assemblies 100,
110 have all valves 102, 104, 112 and 114 open to supply
gas for combustion at the flame crowns 16, 40, 42, and
68A, 68B of the first, second, third and fourth burner as-
semblies 20, 50, 52 and 70A, 70B.
[0021] Referring now to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the first and
second valve control assemblies VCA1, VCA2 are shown
in the form knobs of 120, 122 contemplated to be dis-
posed on an outer surface of a cooking appliance in which
the burner unit 10 is disposed. The knobs 120, 122 are
contemplated to be rotatable knobs that are configured
to control the first and second valve assemblies 100, 110
(FIGS. 2 and 3), which are dual valve assemblies which
have first and second valves 102, 104 and third and fourth
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valves 112, 114, respectively. As noted above, with ref-
erence to FIG. 2, the first and second valve control as-
semblies VCA1, VCA2 is operably coupled to the first
and second valve assemblies 100, 110 for controlling the
same. The coupling of the first and second valve control
assemblies VCA1, VCA2 to the first and second valve
assemblies 100, 110 is contemplated to be achieved us-
ing mechanical or electrical means known in the art for
selectively opening and closing valves using a knob-like
control. It is further contemplated that the first and second
valve control assemblies VCA1, VCA2 can be substan-
tially electronic assemblies having digital displays and
electronic buttons. In the description below, the first and
second valve control assemblies VCA1 and VCA2 will
be described as having "positions" to which the knobs
120, 122 can be rotated for initiating various power set-
tings of the burner unit 12. It is contemplated that the first
and second valve control assemblies VCA1 and VCA2
can be operated by means other than a rotatable knob
for initiating the power settings of the present concept,
such that term "position" is interchangeable with a con-
figuration for a non-mechanical control assembly.
[0022] With further reference to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the
knobs 120, 122 each include handle portions 124 having
indicators 126 used to indicate a position to which the
knobs 120, 122 are rotated. Each knob 120, 122 is shown
in FIGS. 6A, 6B in an OFF position. With specific refer-
ence to FIG. 6A, the knob 120 of the first valve control
assembly VCA1 includes a starting position 120A which
is contemplated to light a specific burner assembly,
and/or a pilot light feature. After ignition at the starting
position 120A, the knob 120 is rotatable to a first position
P1 which is contemplated to be a high simmering power
setting which opens the first valve 102 of the first valve
assembly 100 and ignites the first flame crown 16 of the
first burner assembly 20. The first flame crown of the 16
of the first burner assembly 20 operates alone from the
first position P1 to a second position P2 (a low simmering
power setting) at a range of about 500-1,200 BTUs for a
first power setting PS1 as shown in FIG. 4A. Movement
of the knob 120 to the first position P1, opens the first
valve 102 of the first valve assembly 100 for supplying a
gas mixture to the first burner assembly 20. Movement
of the knob 120 from the first position P1 to the second
position P2, partially closes the first valve 102 of the first
valve assembly 100. From the second position P2, the
knob 120 is rotatable to a third position P3 which is con-
templated to open the first and second valves 102 and
104 of the first valve assembly 100 to simultaneously
light the flame crown 16 of the first burner assembly 20
and the flame crown 40 of the second burner assembly
50. The first and second flame crowns 16, 40 of the first
set of burner assemblies BA1 operate from the third po-
sition P3 (a high auxiliary power setting) to a fourth po-
sition P4 (a low auxiliary power setting) at a range of
about 1,700-4,000 BTUs to define the second power set-
ting PS2 as shown in FIG. 4B.
[0023] With specific reference to FIG. 6B, the knob 122

of the first valve control assembly VCA2 includes a start-
ing position 122A which is contemplated to light a specific
burner assembly, and/or a pilot light feature. After ignition
at the starting position 122A, the knob 122 is rotatable
to a first position P1 which is contemplated to be a high
semi-rapid heat power setting which opens the third valve
112 of the second valve assembly 110 and ignites the
third flame crown 42 of the third burner assembly 52. The
third flame crown 42 of the third burner assembly 52 op-
erates alone from the first position P1 to a second position
P2 (a low semi-rapid heat power setting) at a range of
about 1,200-8,000 BTUs for a third power setting PS3
as shown in FIG. 4C. Movement of the knob 122 to the
first position P1, opens the third valve 112 of the second
valve assembly 110 for supplying a gas mixture to the
third burner assembly 52. Movement of the knob 122
from the first position P1 to the second position P2, par-
tially closes the third valve 112 of the second valve as-
sembly 110. From the second position P2, the knob 122
is rotatable to a third position P3 which is contemplated
to open the third and fourth valves 112 and 114 of the
second valve assembly 110 to simultaneously light the
flame crown of the 42 of the third burner assembly 52
and the flame crown 68A, 68B of the fourth burner as-
sembly 70A, 70B. The third and fourth flame crowns 52
and 68A, 68B of the second set of burner assemblies
BA2 operate from the third position P3 (a high rapid heat
power setting) to a fourth position P4 (a low rapid heat
power setting) at a range of about 3,600-16,000 BTUs
to define the fourth power setting PS4 as shown in FIG.
4D.
[0024] As noted above, the burner unit 10 of the
present concept includes dual controls VCA1 and VCA2
for controlling dual valve assemblies 100, 110 on a single
burner unit. The first and second valve control assem-
blies VCA1 and VCA2 can be used separately, as de-
scribed above, or they can be used together to provide
an ultra-rapid heat setting which correlates to power set-
ting PS5 shown in FIG. 4E. For using first and second
valve control assemblies VCA1 and VCA2 together, the
first valve control assembly VCA1 will have the knob 120
disposed at the third position P3 which is contemplated
to open the first and second valves 102 and 104 of the
first valve assembly 100 to simultaneously light the flame
crown of the 16 of the first burner assembly 20 and the
flame crown 40 of the second burner assembly 50. The
second valve control assembly VCA2 will have the knob
122 disposed at the third position P3 as well, which is
contemplated to open the third and fourth valves 112 and
114 of the second valve assembly 110 to simultaneously
light the flame crown 42 of the third burner assembly 52
and the flame crown 68A, 68B of the fourth burner as-
sembly 70A, 70B. In this way, the burner unit 10 has all
four flame crowns 16, 40, 42 and 68A, 68B lit for gener-
ating BTUs in a range of about 5,300-20,000 BTUs as
the first and second knobs 120, 122 move between the
third positions P3 and the fourth positions P4. Thus, the
dual control features of the burner unit 10 provide for a
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highly configurable burner unit to provide the precise con-
figuration needed for a particular cooking or food prepa-
ration procedure.

Claims

1. A burner unit (10), comprising:

a first set of burner assemblies (BA1);
a second set of burner assemblies (BA2) sur-
rounding the first set of burner assemblies
(BA1);
first and second valves (102, 104) fluidly coupled
to the first set of burner assemblies (BA1);
a first valve control assembly (VCA1) configured
to control the first and second valves (102, 104)
of the first set of burner assemblies (BA1) be-
tween open and closed positions;
third and fourth valves (112,114) fluidly coupled
to the second set of burner assemblies (BA2);
and
a second valve control assembly (VCA2) con-
figured to control the third and fourth valves
(112,114) of the second set of burner assem-
blies (BA2) between open and closed positions.

2. The burner unit (10) of claim 1, wherein the first set
of burner assemblies (BA1) includes a first burner
assembly (20) having a first flame crown (16) and a
second burner assembly (50) having a second flame
crown (40).

3. The burner unit (10) of claim 2, wherein the second
set of burner assemblies (BA2) includes a third burn-
er assembly (52) having a third flame crown (42) and
a fourth burner assembly (70A, 70B) having a fourth
flame crown (68A, 68B).

4. The burner unit (10) of claim 3, wherein the first and
second flame crowns (16, 40) are circular flame
crowns that are concentric with one another, further
wherein the second flame crown (40) is disposed
around the first flame crown (16).

5. The burner unit (10) of claim 4, wherein the third
flame crown (42) is a circular flame crown that is
concentric with the first and second flame crowns
(16, 40), and further wherein the third flame crown
(42) is disposed around the second flame crown (40).

6. The burner unit (10) of claim 5, wherein the fourth
burner assembly (70A, 70B) includes first and sec-
ond lobes (60, 62) outwardly extending from the third
burner assembly (52) on opposite sides thereof.

7. The burner unit (10) of claim 1, wherein the first valve
control assembly (VCA1) includes a first knob (120)

having first and second power settings (PS1, PS2).

8. The burner unit (10) of claim 7, wherein the first pow-
er setting (PS1) of the first knob (120) opens the first
valve (102) for supplying a gas mixture to a first burn-
er assembly (20) of the first set of burner assemblies
(BA1).

9. The burner unit (10) of claim 8, wherein the second
power setting (PS2) of the first knob (120) opens the
second valve (104) for supplying a gas mixture to a
second burner assembly (50) of the first set of burner
assemblies (BA1).

10. The burner unit (10) of claim 9, wherein the second
valve control assembly (VCA2) includes a second
knob (122) having first and second power settings
(PS3, PS4).

11. The burner unit (10) of claim 10, wherein the first
power setting (PS3) of the second knob (122) opens
the third valve (112) for supplying a gas mixture to
a third burner assembly (52) of the second set of
burner assemblies (BA2).

12. The burner unit (10) of claim 11, wherein the second
power setting (PS4) of the second knob (122) opens
the fourth valve (114) for supplying a gas mixture to
a fourth burner assembly (70A, 70B) of the second
set of burner assemblies (BA2).

13. The burner unit (10) of claim 1, wherein the first valve
(102) is in the open position when the second valve
(104) is in the open position.

14. The burner unit (10) of claim 13, wherein the third
valve (112) is in the open position when the fourth
valve (114) is in the open position.
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