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(54) THERMAL PRINTHEAD HAVING ASYMMETRIC RECORDING ELEMENTS

(57) An asymmetric thermal print head includes a
print head body (100) and a plurality of print elements
(106) supported on the print head body. The print ele-
ments are aligned along a first axis (108). Each print el-
ement includes a heater portion having a burn width (134)
measured along the first axis corresponding to a first print

resolution, and a burn length (136) measured along a
second axis (128), which is perpendicular to the first axis,
corresponding to a second print resolution. The second
print resolution is higher than the first print resolution.
One or more control circuits (176) are configured to in-
dividually activate the print elements.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Thermal print heads are typically used to print
images to substrates by heating portions of a thermal
print ribbon having a transferable print consumable, such
as colored dye, black resin, or other print consumable.
The thermal print head includes a row of print elements.
Each print element is configured to heat a pixel-sized
portion of the print ribbon to transfer a corresponding
image pixel of the print consumable to the substrate.

SUMMARY

[0002] Embodiments of the present disclosure are di-
rected to an asymmetric thermal print head, a method of
printing an image on a substrate using the asymmetric
thermal print head, and a credential production device
that includes the asymmetric thermal print head. Some
embodiments of the asymmetric thermal print head in-
clude a print head body and a plurality of print elements
supported on the print head body. The print elements are
aligned along a first axis. Each print element includes a
heater portion having a burn width measured along the
first axis corresponding to a first print resolution, and a
burn length measured along a second axis, which is per-
pendicular to the first axis, corresponding to a second
print resolution. The second print resolution is higher than
the first print resolution. One or more control circuits are
configured to individually activate the print elements.
[0003] In some embodiments of the method, an image
line is printed on a surface of the substrate by printing a
plurality of pixels using the asymmetric print head. Each
of the pixels has a pixel width measured along a first axis
that is aligned with the image line, and a pixel length
measured along a second axis that is perpendicular to
the first axis. The print head is shifted relative to the sub-
strate along the second axis a distance corresponding
to the pixel length. These printing and shifting steps are
repeated a limited number of times to complete the print-
ing of the image on the substrate.
[0004] Some embodiments of the credential produc-
tion device include a print ribbon, and the asymmetric
thermal print head configured to print an image to a sur-
face of a substrate using the print ribbon. The asymmetric
thermal print head includes a print head body and a plu-
rality of print elements supported on the print head body.
The print elements are aligned along a first axis. Each
print element includes a heater portion having a burn
width measured along the first axis corresponding to a
first print resolution, and a burn length measured along
a second axis, which is perpendicular to the first axis,
corresponding to a second print resolution. The second
print resolution is higher than the first print resolution.
One or more control circuits are configured to individually
activate the print elements.
[0005] This Summary is provided to introduce a selec-

tion of concepts in a simplified form that are further de-
scribed below in the Detailed Description. This Summary
is not intended to identify key features or essential fea-
tures of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to
be used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed
subject matter. The claimed subject matter is not limited
to implementations that solve any or all disadvantages
noted in the Background.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIG. 1 is a simplified bottom view of an exemplary
asymmetric thermal print head, in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a simplified cross-sectional view of the print
head of FIG. 1 taken generally along line 2-2.
FIG. 3 is a simplified side view of an asymmetric
thermal print head performing an exemplary print op-
eration on a substrate using a print ribbon.
FIG. 4 is a simplified top view of the print operation
of FIG. 3, but without the print ribbon.
FIG. 5 is a simplified top view of an exemplary pixel
printed using a symmetric thermal print head in ac-
cordance with the prior art.
FIG. 6 is a simplified top view of an exemplary pixel
printed using an asymmetric thermal print head,
which is formed in accordance embodiments of the
present disclosure.
FIG. 7 is a simplified top view of an exemplary image
printed using the asymmetric thermal print head.
FIGS. 8 and 9 are simplified side views of exemplary
credential production devices, in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE EM-
BODIMENTS

[0007] FIG. 1 is a simplified bottom view of an exem-
plary asymmetric thermal print head 100 in accordance
with embodiments of the present disclosure. FIG. 2 is a
simplified cross-sectional view of the print head 100 tak-
en generally along line 2-2. The print head 100 includes
a plurality of print elements 102, which are supported on
a print head body 104. Each of the print elements 102
includes a heater portion 106 that is generally aligned
with a burn axis 108 to form a row of the heater portions
106 across a width of the print head body 104. In some
embodiments, the heater portions 106 each include a
resistive heating element that generates heat in response
to an electric current.
[0008] The print head 100 also includes one or more
control circuits 110, each of which is configured to selec-
tively activate print elements 102 within a group. This
activation of a print element 102 involves delivering a
current to the heater portion 106 of the print element 102
through corresponding electrodes 112, in accordance
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with conventional thermal print head operations. The re-
sistive heating element of the heater portions 106 gen-
erates heat in response to the current. A protective glaze
113 may be applied over the heater portions 106 to pro-
tect the heater portions 106, and provide a smooth con-
tact surface, as shown in FIG. 2.
[0009] The heat generated by the heater portions 106
of an activated print element 102 may be used to print
an image to a substrate, as generally illustrated in FIGS.
3 and 4. FIG. 3 is a simplified side view of the print head
100 performing a print operation on a substrate 114 using
a print ribbon 116, and FIG. 4 is a simplified top view of
the print head 100 performing the print operation of FIG.
3, but with the print ribbon 116 removed.
[0010] The print ribbon 116 generally includes a print
consumable attached to a carrier layer that may be trans-
ferred to the surface 118 of the substrate 114 from the
carrier layer using the print head 100 during a print op-
eration. The print consumable may take on any suitable
form, such as a colored dye (e.g., yellow, cyan, or ma-
genta), a black resin, or other print consumable, in ac-
cordance with conventional thermal print ribbons 116.
[0011] An image 120 may be printed to the surface 118
of the substrate 114 through the printing of several image
lines 122 using the print head 100 and the print ribbon
116, as shown in FIG. 4. Each image line 122 of the
image 120 is aligned with the burn axis 108, and com-
prises one or more pixels 124. Each pixel 124 is printed
by activating a corresponding print element 102, using
the control circuit 110. Heat generated by the heater por-
tion 106 in response to the activation causes a print con-
sumable to transfer from the print ribbon 116 to the sur-
face 118 and form the pixel 124 of the image line 122.
The print head 100 may then be shifted relative to the
substrate 114 in the direction indicated by arrow 126
along an axis 128 to position the burn axis 108 in the
position of the next image line 122, and the print elements
102 are selectively activated using the control circuits
110 to print the pixels 124 for the new image line 122.
This process is repeated until the image 120 or a layer
of the image 120 is printed to the surface 118 of the sub-
strate 114. For some colored pixels 124 of the image
120, this printing process may be repeated to overlay
different colored print consumables from the print ribbon
116 to the pixels 124 to form the desired colored pixels
124 of the image 120.
[0012] The heater portions 106 of the thermal print
head 100 each have a burn width 130 measured along
the burn axis 108, and a burn length 132 measured along
the axis 128 that is perpendicular to the burn axis 108,
as shown in FIG. 1. The burn width 130 corresponds to
a width of the printed pixel 124, and the burn length 132
corresponds to a length of the printed pixel 124. Addi-
tionally, the burn width 130 corresponds to a print reso-
lution along the burn axis 108, and the burn length 132
corresponds to a print resolution along the axis 128.
[0013] Conventional thermal print heads utilize print el-
ements 102 having symmetric heater portions. That is,

the burn width of the heater portions of conventional print
heads substantially match their burn length. As a result,
conventional symmetric thermal print heads are config-
ured to produce symmetric pixels 124’ each having a
width 134’ that substantially matches its length 136’, as
generally shown in FIG. 5, which is a simplified top view
of an exemplary pixel 124’ printed using a symmetric ther-
mal print head in accordance with the prior art. Accord-
ingly, a 300 dots-per-inch (dpi) conventional thermal print
head generally has a 300 dpi resolution along both the
burn axis 108 and the axis 128, and produces pixels 124’
having a width 134’ of 3.33 mil and a length 136’ of 3.33
mil.
[0014] The asymmetric thermal print head 100 of the
present disclosure includes print elements 102 each hav-
ing a burn width 130 that is different from the burn length
132. Thus, the print elements 102 of the asymmetric ther-
mal print head 100 are configured to print asymmetric
pixels 124, an example of which is illustrated in the sim-
plified top view of FIG. 6. In some embodiments, the ther-
mal print head 100 has a higher resolution along the axis
128 than along the burn axis 108. Thus, in some embod-
iments, the burn length 132 of the heater portions 106 is
shorter than the burn width 130. Additionally, the burn
length 132 is shorter than the burn length 132’ of con-
ventional heater portions 106’ that substantially match
the burn length 130, as indicated in phantom lines in FIG.
2. As a result, each pixel 124 printed using the asymmet-
ric thermal print head 100 in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure has a width 134 that is
longer than its length 136, as shown in FIG. 6.
[0015] Due to the dimensions of the burn portions 106,
the print head 100 may perform a printing operation hav-
ing a higher resolution along the axis 128 than along the
burn axis 108, as shown in FIG. 7, which is a simplified
top view of an exemplary image 120 printed using the
asymmetric thermal print head 100. For instance, a first
pixel 124A may be printed using one of the print elements
102 of the print head 100. The print head 100 may then
be shifted along the axis 128 relative to the substrate a
distance that is substantially equal to the burn length 132
of the heater portions 106, and a pixel 124B may then
be printed. This may be followed by the printing of a pixel
124C after shifting the print head 100 by the burn length
132 along the axis 128 to complete the image 120 shown
in FIG. 7. Here, the pixels 124A-C do not overlap and
provide a higher printing resolution along the axis 128
relative to the print resolution along the burn axis 108.
[0016] In some embodiments, the print resolution of
the asymmetric thermal print head 100 along the axis
128 is approximately double (e.g., 610%) the print res-
olution along the burn axis 108, as generally shown in
FIG. 2, where the asymmetric burn length 132 of the print
head 100 is approximately one half (e.g., 610%) of the
corresponding symmetric burn length 132’ of the sym-
metrically sized heater portion 106’ (shown in phantom
lines). In some embodiments, the thermal print head 100
is configured to have a 300 dpi print resolution along the
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burn axis 108, and a 600 dpi resolution along the axis
128. Thus, in some embodiments, the heater portions
106 of the thermal print head 100 generally have a burn
width 130 of approximately 3.33 mil (e.g., 610%), and a
burn length 132 of approximately 1.67 mil (e.g., 610%),
and the pixels 124 printed by the print elements 102 have
a width 134 of approximately 3.33 mil (e.g., 610%), and
a length 136 of approximately 1.67 mil (e.g., 610%).
[0017] It should be noted that the thermal print head
100 provides a higher printing resolution along the axis
128 while using the same number of control circuits 110
required to provide the lower print resolution along the
burn axis 108. This provides advantages over symmetric
print heads that are configured to print at the higher res-
olution. For example, the asymmetric print head 100 re-
quires fewer control circuits 110 than are required by the
symmetric version, while providing the higher print res-
olution along the axis 128. This allows the asymmetric
print head 100 to be produced at a significantly lower
cost than the symmetric version.
[0018] Additional embodiments include methods of
printing an image to a substrate using the asymmetric
thermal print head 100, which is formed in accordance
with one or more embodiments of the present disclosure.
In the method, an image line 122 is printed on a surface
118 of a substrate 114 by printing a plurality of pixels
124, as discussed above and illustrated in FIGS. 3 and
4. Each of the pixels 124 has a width 134 (FIG. 6) meas-
ured along the burn axis 108, which is aligned with the
image line 122, and a length 136 measured along the
axis 128. The print head 100 is then shifted relative to
the substrate 114 along the axis 128 in the direction 126
a distance corresponding to the pixel length 136 or burn
length 132 of the heater portion 106. These printing and
shifting steps are then repeated a limited number of times
to print the image 120 to the surface 118 of the substrate
114. In some embodiments, the pixel width 134 corre-
sponds to a first print resolution, and the pixel length 136
corresponds to a second print resolution that is higher
than the first print resolution. In some embodiments, the
pixel width 134 is approximately double (e.g., 610%) the
pixel length 136, and the second resolution is approxi-
mately double (e.g., 610%) the first resolution. In some
embodiments, the first print resolution is approximately
300 dpi (e.g., 610%), and the second print resolution is
approximately 600 dpi (e.g., 610%). In some embodi-
ments, the pixel width 134 is approximately 3.33 mil (e.g.,
610%), and the pixel length 136 is approximately 1.67
mil (e.g., 610%).
[0019] Some embodiments are directed to credential
production devices that include the asymmetric thermal
print head 100 formed in accordance with one or more
embodiments of the present disclosure. FIGS. 8 and 9
respectively show simplified side views of exemplary cre-
dential production devices 150A and 150B in accordance
with embodiments of the present disclosure.
[0020] The credential production device 150A is gen-
erally configured to directly print an image to a surface

152 of a substrate 154 using the asymmetric thermal print
head 100 and a thermal print ribbon 116, as shown in
FIG. 8. Here, the substrate 154 may form the final printed
product. In some embodiments, the substrate 154 is a
credential substrate. As used herein, the term "credential
substrate" includes substrates used to form credentials,
such as identification cards, membership cards, proxim-
ity cards, driver’s licenses, passports, credit and debit
cards, and other credentials or similar products. Exem-
plary credential substrates include paper substrates oth-
er than traditional paper sheets used in copiers or paper
sheet printers, plastic substrates, rigid and semi-rigid
card substrates and other similar substrates.
[0021] The substrate 154 is supported by a platen roller
156 or other suitable support, and the print ribbon 116,
which may be supported between a supply spool 158
and a take-up spool 160, is positioned between the sur-
face 152 and the print head 100, as shown in FIG. 8. The
print elements 102 of the print head 100 are selectively
activated to transfer pixels of a print consumable from
the print ribbon to the surface 152 to print a series of
image lines 122 and form the image 120 on the surface
118, such as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 with regard to the
substrate 114.
[0022] The credential production device 150B is gen-
erally configured to perform a reverse-image transfer
printing process to print an image to the surface 152 of
a substrate 154, such as a credential substrate, to form
a final printed product. The print head 100 is configured
to print the image to a transfer ribbon 162, which may be
supported between a supply spool 164 and a take-up
spool 166. The transfer ribbon 162 may be formed in
accordance with conventional transfer ribbons and in-
clude a fracturable thin film laminate or overlaminate
patches that may be transferred to a substrate 154. The
print head 100 prints the image to the transfer ribbon 162,
which is supported by a platen roller 168, by thermally
transferring a print consumable from the thermal print
ribbon 116 to a transferrable surface 170 of the transfer
ribbon 162, such as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 where the
substrate 114 is the transfer ribbon 162. The imaged por-
tion of the transfer ribbon 162 is then fed to a laminating
unit 172, which transfers the printed image to the surface
of the substrate 154, which may be supported by a platen
roller 173, using a heated transfer roller 174 or other suit-
able laminating device, in accordance with conventional
techniques.
[0023] The credential production devices 150A and
150B may each include additional components to facili-
tate the production of a credential product. For example,
the devices 150A and 150B may include a controller 176
that is configured to control components of the devices
150A and 150B to perform one or more functions de-
scribed herein, such as printing operations using the
asymmetric thermal print head 100, for example. The
controller 176 may represent one or more processors
and memory (e.g., local or remote memory). The one or
more processors are configured to control operations of
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the devices 150A or 150B in response to the execution
of instructions contained in the memory.
[0024] In some embodiments, the devices 150A and
150B include a transport mechanism 178 configured to
feed individual substrates 154 along a processing path
180. In some embodiments, the transport mechanism
includes motorized feed rollers and/or pinch roller pairs
182 for driving the individual substrates 154 along the
processing path 180 to the print head 100 (FIG. 8) for a
printing operation, or to the laminating unit 172 (FIG. 9)
for a transfer or lamination operation.
[0025] In some embodiments, the devices 150A and
150B include a substrate supply 184 containing a plurality
of the substrates 154. The transport mechanism 178 may
be configured to feed the individual substrates 154 from
the supply 184 along the processing path 180, as shown
in FIGS. 8 and 9, for example.
[0026] In some embodiments, the devices 150A and
150B include a head lift mechanism 186 that is configured
to move the asymmetric thermal print head 100 either
relative to the processing path 180 or platen roller 156
(FIG. 8), or the transfer ribbon 162 or platen roller 168
(FIG. 9).
[0027] The credential production devices 150A and
150B may also include other processing devices 190 that
are configured to perform one or more processes on the
substrate 154. These processing devices may include,
for example, a substrate rotator 190A configured to rotate
the substrate 154, a laminating unit 190B for the device
150A configured to apply an overlaminate to the surface
152 of the substrate 154, a data encoder 190C configured
to read and/or write data to a memory chip of the substrate
152, a magnetic stripe reader and/or writer 190D config-
ured to read and/or write data to a magnetic stripe of the
substrate 154, and/or other suitable substrate processing
devices.
[0028] Although the embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been described with reference to preferred
embodiments, workers skilled in the art will recognize
that changes may be made in form and detail without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclo-
sure.

Claims

1. An asymmetric thermal print head comprising:

a print head body;
a plurality of print elements supported on the
print head body and aligned along a first axis,
each print element including a heater portion
having a burn width measured along the first axis
corresponding to a first print resolution, and a
burn length measured along a second axis that
is perpendicular to the first axis corresponding
to a second print resolution that is higher than
the first print resolution; and

one or more control circuits configured to indi-
vidually activate the print elements.

2. The thermal print head according to claim 1, wherein
the second print resolution is approximately double
the first print resolution.

3. The thermal print head according to any of the pro-
ceeding claims, wherein the first print resolution is
approximately 300 dpi, and the second print resolu-
tion is approximately 600 dpi.

4. The thermal print head according to any of the pro-
ceeding claims, wherein the burn width of each heat-
er portion is approximately 3.33 mil and the burn
length of each heater portion is approximately 1.67
mil.

5. The thermal print head according to any of the pro-
ceeding claims, wherein each heater portion com-
prises a resistive heating element coupled to a pair
of electrodes.

6. The thermal print head according to any of the pro-
ceeding claims, wherein the print elements are di-
vided into separate groups, the one or more control
circuits includes a plurality of control circuits, and
each control circuit is configured to control activation
of individual print elements within one of the groups.

7. A method of printing an image on a substrate com-
prising:

printing an image line on a surface of the sub-
strate comprising printing a plurality of pixels,
each pixel having a pixel width measured along
a first axis aligned with the image line, and a
pixel length measured along a second axis that
is perpendicular to the first axis, using an asym-
metric thermal print head;
shifting the print head relative to the substrate
along the second axis a distance corresponding
to the pixel length; and
repeating the printing an image line and shifting
the print head a limited number of times to com-
plete the printing of the image on the substrate;
wherein the asymmetric thermal print head com-
prises:

a print head body;
a plurality of print elements supported on
the print head body and aligned along a first
axis, each print element including a heater
portion having a burn width measured along
the first axis corresponding to the pixel width
and a first print resolution, and a burn length
measured along the second axis corre-
sponding to the pixel width and a second
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print resolution that is higher than the first
print resolution; and
one or more control circuits configured to
individually activate the print elements;

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein printing
the image line comprises printing pixels having a pix-
el width that is approximately double the pixel length,
and the second print resolution is approximately dou-
ble the first print resolution.

9. The method according to any of claims 7 to 8, where-
in:

the pixel width is approximately 3.33 mil, and
the pixel length is approximately 1.67 mil;
the first print resolution is approximately 300 dpi;
and
the second print resolution is approximately 600
dpi.

10. The method according to any of claims 7 to 9, where-
in the burn width of each heater portion is approxi-
mately 3.33 mil and the burn length of each heater
portion is approximately 1.67 mil.

11. The method according to any of claims 7 to 10,
wherein:

each heater portion comprises a resistive heat-
ing element coupled to a pair of electrodes; and
printing the image line comprises selectively ac-
tivating the resistive heating elements of the
print elements to print the plurality of pixels.

12. The method according to any of claims 7 to 11,
wherein:

the print elements are divided into separate
groups;
the one or more control circuits includes a plu-
rality of control circuits, and each control circuit
is configured to control activation of individual
print elements within one of the groups; and
activating the resistive heating elements of the
print elements comprises activating the individ-
ual print elements within each of the groups us-
ing one of the control circuits.

13. A credential production device comprising:

a print ribbon; and
an asymmetric thermal print head according to
one of the claims 1 to 6.

14. The device according to claim 13, further comprising
a substrate processing device selected from the
group consisting of a substrate rotator, a data en-

coder, a laminating unit, and a magnetic stripe reader
and writer, especially wherein the substrate is one
of a credential substrate and an intermediate transfer
layer.

15. The device according to any of the claims 13 to 14,
wherein the device further comprises:

a credential substrate supply containing a plu-
rality of the credential substrates; and
a transport mechanism configured to feed the
credential substrates from the supply along a
processing path, especially wherein
the substrate is in the form of the intermediate
transfer layer; and
the device further comprises a laminating unit
configured to laminate the intermediate transfer
layer to one of the credential substrates in the
processing path.
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