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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  device  for 
venting  buildings  provided  with  walls  and  roofs  of 
transparent  material,  such  as  winter  gardens,  sun 
lounges  or  greenhouses,  wherein  an  air  current  is 
created  by  a  difference  of  temperature  between  at 
least  two  openings  provided  at  different  heights, 
and  wherein  the  said  openings  can  be  opened  or 
closed  by  means  of  sheet  members,  such  as  win- 
dows  or  hatches,  which  are  activated  by  activation 
means. 

Certain  types  of  buildings  are  provided  with 
walls  and  roofs  of  transparent  material  in  the  form 
of  glass  or  plastics  in  order  to  utilize  the  solar 
energy  for  heating  the  interior  of  the  building  in 
temperate  climates.  Such  buildings  are  winter  gar- 
dens,  sun  lounges  or  greenhouses. 

Even  in  regions  having  a  temperate  climate, 
however,  the  solar  energy  may  be  so  intense  that 
the  inside  temperature  of  the  building  becomes 
undesirably  high,  and  the  building  is  then  ventilated 
by  opening  at  least  one  window,  and  in  case  a 
more  intensive  ventilation  is  called  for  by  attempt- 
ing  to  make  a  draught  by  opening  windows  located 
at  two  opposite  sides  of  the  building  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  difference  in  wind  pressure. 
Another  possibility  is  to  utilize  the  differences  of 
temperature  inside  the  building  by  opening  win- 
dows  located  at  different  heights,  thereby  taking 
advantage  of  the  so-called  chimney  effect  for  ven- 
tilation  of  the  building.  In  that  case  the  windows 
may  be  provided  either  on  a  roof  surface  or  in  a 
wall,  or  in  one  wall,  or  in  a  first  wall  extending  down 
from  a  roof  surface,  and  a  second  wall  extending 
down  from  the  roof  surface  like  a  kind  of  chimney, 
which  is  particularly  common  in  winter  gardens 
built  adjacent  to  a  residential  property. 

It  is  well-known  that  the  chimney  effect  is  pro- 
duced  by  the  difference  of  density  between  cold 
and  warm  air,  causing  the  warm  air  to  rise  and 
leave  the  building  through  the  upper  opening, 
whereas  the  rising  warm  air  is  replaced  by  colder 
air  entering  through  the  lower  opening. 

The  above  described  effect  is  known  for  exam- 
ple  from  DE  Printed  Specification  no.  1,008,517 
and  GB  Patent  Specification  no.  1,352,622. 

DE  Printed  Specification  no.  1.008,517  de- 
scribes  a  greenhouse,  which  is  provided  with  open- 
ings  at  the  bottom  along  the  edge  of  one  wall, 
which  openings  may  be  covered  by  flaps.  In  addi- 
tion,  the  greenhouse  has  a  ridge  turret  with  open- 
ings,  whereby  the  wind  can  blow  horizontally 
through  the  ridge  turret  thereby  producing  an  ejec- 
tor  effect,  which  may  strengthen  the  chimney  effect 
between  the  opening  at  the  bottom  along  the  edge 
of  the  greenhouse  and  the  ridge  turret. 

GB  Patent  Specification  1,352,622  describes  a 
greenhouse,  which  is  provided  with  openings  at  the 
bottom  along  the  edge  of  two  opposite  walls. 
These  openings  are  fitted  with  sheet  members, 

5  which  are  adapted  to  slide  in  vertical  direction  to 
open  respectively  close  the  openings,  said  open- 
ings  being  further  provided  with  nozzles  to  spray 
water  on  the  entering  air  in  order  to  cool  down  the 
air  by  evaporation  of  the  water  and  to  increase  the 

io  amount  of  steam  and  thus  improve  growth  con- 
ditions  for  the  plants  in  the  greenhouse.  Heated  air 
can  escape  through  openings  in  the  roof.  The  flaps 
are  slidable  or  can  be  controlled  by  means  of  a 
rack-and-pinion  drive  or  with  the  aid  of  pneumatic 

75  cylinders,  which  may  be  activated  by  thermostats. 
For  rational  operation  greenhouses  are  usually 

very  long,  for  example  up  to  100  meters.  Using  a 
rack-and-pinion  drive  to  open  and  close  the  open- 
ings  will  result  in  considerable  drawbacks,  see  for 

20  example  DK  Printed  Specification  no.  148,761,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  changing  temperatures  in 
the  greenhouses  on  a  day  and  night  basis  will 
cause  the  various  shafts  etc.  to  vary  in  length, 
requiring  the  provision  of  special  measures  in  order 

25  to  correct  the  engagement  of  the  rack  bars  with 
other  parts  of  the  mechanism,  thereby  rendering 
these  rack-and-pinion  drives  unduly  expensive  to 
use. 

It  is  known  to  use  activation  means  based  upon 
30  a  cylinder  to  open  the  windows  of  hotbeds  or 

greenhouses,  whereby  the  cylinder  contains  a  fluid, 
which  will  expand  or  contract  when  heated  respec- 
tively  cooled,  as  a  result  of  which  a  piston  in  the 
cylinder  will  move  accordingly  and  thereby  open  or 

35  close  the  window  openings,  see  for  example  DE 
Printed  Specification  no.  1  ,043,703. 

The  above  mentioned  specifications  provide 
solutions,  which  are  complicated  and  therefore  un- 
duly  expensive  to  use,  irrespective  of  whether  they 

40  are  to  be  used  in  very  long  greenhouses  for  cul- 
tivation  of  plants  for  commercial  purposes,  or 
whether  they  are  to  be  used  in  a  sun  lounge  or  a 
winter  garden  comprising  a  few  square  meters  only 
of  a  private  residence. 

45  It  is  an  object  of  this  invention  to  provide  a 
device  for  venting  buildings  of  the  above  described 
kind,  wherein  the  chimmney  effect  is  as  high  as 
possible,  produced  by  very  simple  means,  and  can 
be  adjusted  automatically  without  human  interfer- 

50  ence,  and  wherein  the  means  are  economical  in 
use  over  a  long  period  of  time  without  mainten- 
ance. 

This  object  is  achieved  by  a  of  the  kind  de- 
scribed  in  claim  1  .  The  novel  features  which  char- 

55  acterize  this  invention  are  that  at  least  the  lower 
opening  is  provided  with  a  sheet  member  having  a 
layer  of  windproof  and  elastic  material  secured  to 
at  least  one  side  of  several  horizontal  lamellas  or 

2 
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slats  mounted  at  equal  distance,  said  lamellas  or 
slats  being  slidable  in  vertical  direction  by  means 
of  an  activation  device  with  a  temperature  detecting 
unit  provided  on  the  side  of  the  slats  facing  the 
interior  of  the  building. 

By  providing  the  lower  opening  with  a  curtain 
consisting  of  at  least  one  layer  of  windproof  and 
elastic  material  secured  to  the  edge  of  horizontal 
lamellas  or  slats  mounted  at  equal  distance,  a 
sheet  member  is  produced,  the  height  of  which  is 
simple  to  adjust  in  accordance  with  the  desired 
ventilation,  and  the  adjustment  of  which  is  indepen- 
dent  of  the  wind  pressures  prevailing  around  the 
building,  in  addition  to  which  the  sheet  member  is 
inexpensive  to  produce  as  well  as  to  maintain.  By 
means  of  a  temperature  detecting  unit  provided  on 
the  inside  of  the  curtain  it  is  achieved  that  the  unit 
will  react  to  the  inside  temperature  of  the  building 
only,  and  is  protected  against  direct  influence  from 
the  cold  outside  air. 

A  sheet  member,  which  can  be  produced  as  a 
unit  in  standard  sizes,  is  hereby  provided,  and  the 
unit  can  be  installed  in  a  simple  way,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  contains  all  of  the  means  necessary 
for  firm  control  of  the  horizontal  slats.  Largely,  the 
length  of  the  frame  is  arbitrary,  and  depending 
upon  the  length  the  frame  may  be  provided  with 
more  than  two  controls  for  guidance  of  the  slats. 

A  similar  mechanism  is  known  from  US  Patent 
Specification  no.  1  ,209,085,  which  provides  a  jack 
for  raising  an  automobile.  The  known  jack  com- 
prises  a  rectangular  frame,  which  in  each  corner 
has  a  vertical  rack  bar,  which  is  slidably  guided  in 
a  bushing.  The  pair  of  rack  bars  in  each  side  of  the 
frame  are  in  mesh  with  a  first  gear,  which  is  moun- 
ted  locked  against  movement  on  a  shaft,  which  is 
embedded  in  rotatable  position  on  the  frame  and 
has  a  secon  gear  at  one  end,  secured  and  locked 
against  movement  to  the  shaft  as  well.  These  two 
second  gears  are  in  mesh  with  a  rack  bar  extend- 
ing  along  one  end  of  the  frame  and  are  slidably 
mounted  in  its  longitudinal  direction.  The  center  of 
the  rack  bar  is  formed  with  a  piston,  which  travels 
in  a  cylinder,  and  venting  means  have  been  pro- 
vided  to  lead  air  from  one  end  of  the  piston  or  the 
other  to  the  effect  that  the  rack  bar  will  move, 
thereby  causing  the  mentioned  second  set  of  gears 
to  rotate,  whereby  the  engagement  of  the  first  set 
of  gears  with  the  vertical  rack  bars  will  cause  these 
to  move  up  or  down. 

By  using  this  known  mechanism  in  connection 
with  the  device  according  to  claim  1,  a  particularly 
advantageous  parallel  control  of  the  slats  is 
achieved,  irrespective  of  their  length  and  the  num- 
ber  of  controls  provided  in  the  frame,  and  the 
dimension  of  the  mechanism  in  a  direction  at  right 
angles  to  the  plane  of  the  frame  can  be  kept  very 
small. 

A  simple  and  very  economical  temperature  de- 
tecting  device  is  provided  when  using  a  hydraulic 
cylinder  with  a  piston  and  a  piston  rod  as  de- 
scribed  in  claim  2,  wherein  the  cylinder  is  con- 

5  nected  to  the  slat  carrying  the  shaft,  and  the  piston 
rod  is  connected  to  the  second  rack  bar. 

When  the  cylinder  unit  is  heated  or  cooled,  its 
length  will  change,  causing  the  second  rack  bar  to 
move.  It  is  particularly  advantageous  to  form  the 

io  piston  with  a  section  smaller  than  that  of  the  cyl- 
inder,  since  it  is  possible  to  achieve  suitable  vari- 
ations  of  lengths  as  far  as  the  cylinder  unit  is 
concerned  by  appropriate  adaptation  of  the  two 
sections. 

is  The  hydraulic  cylinder,  which  is  described  in 
the  above  mentioned  DE  Printed  Specification  No. 
1,043,703,  is  used  to  open  or  close  a  glass  win- 
dow,  and  the  cylinder  will  act  upon  the  window 
frame  located  on  the  edge,  which  is  offset  from  the 

20  hinge,  whereby  the  cylindrical  unit  of  the  said  win- 
dow  is  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  prevailing 
wind  directions  in  an  uncontrolled  way,  which  may 
cause  either  that  the  window  will  open  more  than 
intended  in  consideration  of  the  prevailing  tempera- 

25  ture,  or  vice  versa  it  may  cause  the  window  to 
open  less  than  desired. 

In  the  device  according  to  the  invention  the  full 
benefit  is  derived  from  a  hydraulic  cylinder,  which 
is  unaffected  by  prevailing  pressures  and  directions 

30  of  the  wind. 
Finally,  it  is  advantageous  to  shield  off  the 

hydraulic  cylinder  so  as  to  protect  it  against  the 
effect  of  the  incoming  cold  air  as  much  as  possi- 
ble,  reacting  only  to  the  temperature  prevailing  in 

35  the  building  only. 
The  advantages  of  the  device  according  to  the 

invention  as  well  as  the  construction  of  this  device 
according  to  the  dependent  claims  will  appear  from 
the  detailed  description  below. 

40  The  device  is  described  in  detail  with  reference 
to  the  drawing,  which  illustrate  an  embodiment  of  a 
sheet  member,  and  in  which: 

Fig.  1 
is  a  side  view  of  a  sheet  member  according  to 

45  the  invention, 
Fig.  2 
is  a  plan  view  of  a  slat,  which  is  part  of  a  curtain 
of  the  sheet  member  illustrated  in  fig.  1, 
Fig.  3 

50  is  a  longitudinal  section  of  one  end  of  an  edging 
forming  the  edge  of  a  curtain  of  the  sheet  mem- 
ber,  and 
Fig.  4a  and  4b 
are  cross  sections  along  the  line  IV-IV  of  the 

55  sheet  member  in  closed  and  opened  position 
respectively. 

Fig.  1  illustrates  a  sheet  member  according  to 
the  invention,  comprising  a  right-angled  frame  1, 

3 
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which  is  preferably  rectangular  and  consists  of  two 
long  sides  2,  3  and  two  short  sides  4,  5.  The  sides 
2-5  can  be  made  from  any  suitable  material  such 
as  plastic,  wood  or  metal.  If  a  metal  is  used, 
aluminium  is  preferred,  or  an  aluminium  alloy, 
which  is  suitable  for  extrusion  to  the  effect  that  the 
cross  section  of  the  sides  2-5  can  be  formed  in  an 
appropriate  manner,  in  addition  to  which  corrosion 
resistance  can  a  be  obtained  as  well  when  using 
aluminium.  Each  of  the  sides  2-5  may  also  be 
composed  of  profiles,  as  indicated  in  fig.  4a  and 
4b. 

The  four  sides  of  the  frame  1  may  be  assem- 
bled  by  means  of  weldings  6  or  by  appropriate 
connecting  devices,  such  as  screws  and  nuts  or 
spikes.  The  ends  of  the  sides  2-5  may  be  provided 
with  cooperating  grooves  and  tongues  for  mutual 
control  of  the  ends,  while  the  frame  1  may  then  be 
held  together  merely  by  inserting  it  into  an  open- 
ing,  the  dimensions  of  which  correspond  the  out- 
side  measures  of  the  frame  1  . 

The  frame  1  is  adapted  to  be  installed  in  the 
wall  of  a  building  having  walls  and/or  roof  of  trans- 
parent  material  to  the  effect  that  the  building  can 
be  heated  by  solar  energy,  and  preferably  the 
frame  1  should  be  of  a  length  corresponding  to  the 
entire  length  of  the  wall,  and  the  sheet  member  in 
the  lower  opening  is  usually  placed  with  one  of  its 
long  sides  3  parallel  to  the  ground,  preferably  dis- 
posed  against  the  ground  or  the  foundation  of  the 
building. 

On  the  surfaces  of  the  two  short  sides  4,  5 
facing  each  other  are  provided  two  controls  7,  8, 
which  on  the  edges  facing  each  other  are  formed 
as  rack  bars  with  teeth  9,  10. 

On  the  inside  the  frame  1  is  provided  with  a 
curtain  consisting  of  at  least  one  layer  14  of  wind- 
proof  and  flexible  material  of  such  dimension  that 
the  inside  may  be  covered. 

This  layer  14  is  secured  to  the  side  of  an 
edging  13  provided  on  the  edge  of  the  layer  14, 
which  is  secured  as  well  to  the  sides  of  a  number 
of  lamellas  or  slats  11  having  preferably  a  rectan- 
gular  section  and  having  their  larger  sides  directed 
in  transverse  direction  in  relation  to  the  plane  of  the 
frame  1  . 

The  slats  11  and  the  edging  13  are  distributed 
at  equal  distances  over  the  layer  14  and  extend 
parallel  with  the  long  sides  2,  3  of  the  frame  1  . 

Preferably  there  is  provided  a  layer  14  on  each 
side  of  the  slats  11  and  the  edging  13. 

The  slats  11  are  provided  with  recesses  12, 
which  are  formed  to  engage  slidably  with  the  con- 
trols  7,  8  to  the  effect  that  the  slats  11  may  be 
caused  to  move  vertically  within  the  plane  of  the 
frame. 

The  edging  13  has  notches  corresponding  to 
the  recesses  12  at  the  ends  of  the  slats,  however 

the  edging  13  is  formed  differently  as  compared  to 
the  slats  1  1  as  will  be  described  in  detail  below. 

The  elastic  layer  14  may  for  example  be  a 
woven  fabric  or  a  man-made  material,  only  it  must 

5  be  pliable,  when  the  distance  between  the  slats  1  1 
and  the  edging  13  decreases,  or  the  slats  are 
folded  together  face  to  face. 

The  slats  11  and  the  edging  13  may  also  be 
provided  with  one  or  more  perforations  15  evenly 

io  distributed  over  the  lengths  of  the  slats  so  that  the 
frame,  if  made  with  a  considerable  length,  may  be 
fitted  with  additional  controls  for  the  slats  11  and 
the  edging  13  within  the  plane  of  the  frame  and  to 
absorb  possible  wind  pressure  against  the  layer  14. 

is  Like  the  controls  7,  8  these  additional  controls 
may  be  formed  with  teeth  9,  10.  If  so,  the  recesses 
12  will  be  of  rectangula  shape.  If  the  guides  are 
without  teeth,  they  will  normally  have  a  circular 
section,  and  so  the  perforations  15  will  be  circular 

20  as  shown  in  fig.  2. 
The  lower  slat  1  1  is  secured  to  one  of  the  long 

sides  3  of  the  frame  1,  for  example  by  means  of 
screws  in  perforations  15,  which  may  not  be  uti- 
lized,  or  other  appropriate  openings,  and  it  will  be 

25  understood  that  a  movement  upwards  of  the  edg- 
ing  13  will  cause  the  layer  or  the  layers  14  to 
expand  or  stretch  out  so  that  the  inside  of  the 
frame  is  covered,  and  that  a  movement  of  the 
edging  13  downwards  will  cause  the  layer  or  the 

30  layers  14  to  fold,  resulting  in  the  maximum  opening 
32  possible  between  the  edging  13  and  the  upper 
long  side  2  of  the  frame  1,  the  inside  of  the 
opening  32  being  defined  alone  by  the  possibility 
of  folding  together  the  slats  11  and  the  edging  13. 

35  The  slats  remain  secured  to  the  plane  of  the  frame 
1  by  the  interaction  between  the  controls  7,  8  and 
the  recesses  12  at  the  ends  of  the  slats  11  and  the 
mentioned  notches  of  the  edging  13. 

The  edging  13  has  a  longitudinal  channel  16  to 
40  receive  the  second  rack  bar  17,  which  is  slidable  in 

the  longitudinal  direction  of  the  channel  16. 
The  rack  bar  17  is  provided  with  teeth  extend- 

ing  over  a  limited  length  at  the  ends  of  its  edge  or 
surface  facing  downwards. 

45  The  notches  extend  further  from  the  ends  of 
the  edging  13  than  the  recesses  12  of  the  slats  11. 
The  notches  thus  are  adapted  to  receive  a  drive 
wheel  consisting  of  a  first  19  and  a  second  gear  20 
of  different  sizes,  mounted  surface  to  surface  and 

50  in  mutual  locked  position  on  a  shaft  28,  which  can 
be  received  rotatably  in  a  bore  22  extending 
through  the  notch  and  at  right  angles  to  the  plane 
of  the  frame  1  . 

The  bore  22  is  placed  in  the  edging  13  such 
55  that  the  first  gear  19  having  the  larger  diameter  of 

the  two  gears  19,  20,  can  interact  with  the  teeth  9, 
10  of  the  controls  7,  8,  and  the  second  gear  20  can 
interact  with  the  teeth  21  at  the  ends  of  the  second 

4 
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rack  bar  1  7. 
A  movement  by  the  second  rack  bar  17  in  the 

channel  16  therefore,  will  cause  the  gear  20  and 
consequently  the  first  gear  19  as  well  to  rotate  as  a 
result  of  the  interaction  between  the  teeth  21  and 
the  second  gear  20. 

Since  the  first  gear  19  is  in  mesh  with  the  teeth 
9,  10  of  the  controls  7,  8,  this  rotation  of  the  first 
gear  19  will  cause  the  end  in  question  of  the 
edging  13  to  move  upwards  or  downwards  depend- 
ing  upon  the  direction  of  movement  of  the  second 
rack  bar  1  7. 

When  the  teeth  9,  10  are  mounted  on  the 
edges  of  the  controls  7,  8  facing  each  other  as 
shown  in  fig.  1,  it  is  necessary  to  expand  the 
recess  at  one  end  of  the  edging  13  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  reversing  gear,  which  is  not  illustrated, 
can  be  inserted  between  the  teeth  21  and  the 
second  gear  in  order  to  reverse  the  direction  of 
rotation  of  the  pinion,  which  is  provided  at  this  end 
of  the  edging  13,  for  parallel  displacement  of  the 
edging  13  in  the  frame  1. 

If  such  intermediate  reversing  gear  is  undesira- 
ble,  the  controls  7,  8  should  be  mounted  so  that 
both  teeth  9,  10  face  the  same  end  of  the  frame  1  . 

When  selecting  the  size  of  the  teeth  9,  10  and 
21  as  well  as  the  diameters  and  sizes  of  the  teeth 
of  the  gears  19,  20  an  adaptation  may  be  made  to 
the  vertical  displacement  of  the  edging  13  from  a 
given  horizontal  displacement  of  the  rack  bar  17. 

Furthermore,  it  may  be  convenient  to  mount 
the  controls  provided  with  teeth  at  a  distance  from 
the  two  short  sides  4,  5  of  the  frame,  to  the  effect 
that  a  larger  longitudinal  displacement  of  the  sec- 
ond  rack  bar  17  can  be  achieved,  without  risking  its 
ends  running  against  the  short  sides  4,  5  of  the 
frame.  At  the  same  time  the  possibility  of  adapting 
the  sizes  of  the  teeth  9,  10  and  the  gears  19  and 
20  will  improve  when  placing  the  controls  this  way. 
If  controls  with  teeth  9,  10  are  mounted  at  a  dis- 
tance  from  the  short  sides  4,  5,  the  edging  13 
opposite  each  control  must  be  provided  with  a  set 
of  gears  19,  20,  and  the  tooth  rack  17  must  have 
teeth  to  interact  herewith. 

Furthermore,  the  edging  13  has  a  longitudinal 
perforation  23  between  the  channel  16  and  the  side 
of  the  edging  which  is  adapted  to  face  the  interior 
of  the  building  when  the  frame  1  has  been  in- 
stalled.  This  perforation  23  is  of  a  length  cor- 
responding  to  the  maximum  movement  possible  of 
the  second  rack  bar  17,  and  a  corresponding  per- 
foration  has  been  provided  in  the  layer  14. 

The  numerous  channels  and  notches  of  the 
edging  13  can  advantageously  be  effected  by  hav- 
ing  the  edging  13  consist  of  several  layers  of  slats. 

On  the  above  mentioned  side  of  the  edging  13 
and  the  layer  14  a  hydraulic  cylinder  24  has  been 
provided,  which  is  secured  appropriately  to  the 

edging  13,  for  example  by  means  of  a  screw  25  at 
the  closed  end  of  the  cylinder. 

The  cylinder  24  has  an  inside  piston  and  a 
piston  rod  26  connected  hereto  extending  out  of 

5  the  cylinder  and  is  connected  to  the  rack  bar  17 
with  its  free  end,  whereby  the  connection  may  have 
been  provided  by  a  stud  extending  from  the  piston 
rod  through  the  perforation  23  into  the  rack  bar  17. 

The  hydraulic  cylinder  24  is  filled  with  a  fluid 
io  having  a  rather  high  thermal  expansion  coefficient 

to  the  effect  that  the  volume  of  the  fluid  may  vary 
as  much  as  possible  concurrently  with  the  vari- 
ations  of  the  fluid  temperature. 

The  inside  piston  mentioned  is  a  so-called  div- 
15  ing  piston,  which  is  to  say  that  its  cross  section  is 

considerably  smaller  that  of  the  hydraulic  cylinder 
24. 

As  a  result,  even  an  insignificant  change  of  the 
fluid  volume  will  cause  a  comparatively  big  longitu- 

20  dinal  movement  of  the  inside  piston  of  the  cylinder. 
The  piston  rod  26  is  sealed  in  a  conventional 

manner  in  relation  to  the  cylinder  24  by  means  of 
sealing  devices,  which  are  not  illustrated  in  the 
drawing. 

25  The  outside  of  the  frame  1  is  fitted  with  a  grid 
29  having  horizontal  openings  30  for  admittance  of 
the  outside  air  into  and  through  the  frame  1.  In 
order  to  prevent  precipitation  and  solar  rays  from 
reaching  into  the  frame  the  grid  29  is  provided  with 

30  louvres  31  extending  from  the  upper  edge  of  each 
of  the  openings  30,  and  sloping  downwards  and 
outwards,  and  in  addition  the  frame  1  may  be 
provided  with  a  fine-meshed  net  on  either  side, 
which  is  not  illustrated  in  the  drawing,  in  order  to 

35  keep  out  insects. 
The  sheet  member  according  to  the  invention 

works  in  the  following  way: 
When  rays  of  sunlight  enter  through  the  transparent 
material  forming  the  walls  and  roof  of  the  building, 

40  the  temperature  inside  the  building  will  increase. 
As  a  result  of  this  increase  of  temperature  the 

fluid  contained  in  the  hydraulic  cylinder  24  and  the 
inside  piston  will  warm  up  and  expand  to  the  effect 
that  the  piston  rod  26  is  pushed  in  a  direction  out 

45  of  the  cylinder.  Through  the  stud  27  which  moves 
freely  in  the  longitudinal  perforation  23  of  the  edg- 
ing  13  and  the  layer  14,  the  second  rack  bar  17  will 
be  included  as  well  in  the  same  direction  in  relation 
to  the  edging  13,  and  the  teeth  21,  as  a  result  of 

50  their  engagement  with  the  second  gear  20,  and  the 
intermediate  reversing  gears,  if  any,  will  cause  the 
two  first  gears  19  to  rotate  to  the  effect  that  the 
edging  13  is  moved  downwards  while  still  remain- 
ing  parallel  to  the  long  sides  2,  3  of  the  frame  1  . 

55  The  curtain  is  folded  together  leaving  an  open- 
ing  32  between  the  upper  long  side  2  of  the  frame 
1  and  the  edging  13. 

5 
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At  the  same  time,  and  possibly  even  a  little 
earlier,  temperature  detecting  means  have  caused 
the  second  opening  provided  higher  in  the  building 
to  open  to  the  effect  that  some  of  the  heated  air 
can  escape.  An  air  current  is  now  created  through 
the  opening  32  of  the  frame  1  ,  as  a  result  of  which 
the  temperature  will  gradually  assume  a  degree 
which  is  determined  in  part  by  the  ventilation  and 
in  part  by  the  intensity  of  the  sunlight  and  a  tem- 
perature  of  the  fluid  in  the  cylinder  24  correspond- 
ing  hereto. 

The  above  described  movements  of  the  device 
is  a  comparatively  slow  process,  and  the  device 
will  find  an  opening  32  of  reasonable  size  which 
will  ensure  maintenance  of  a  predetermined  tem- 
perature  inside  the  building. 

When  solar  radiation  ceases  resulting  in  the 
temperature  inside  the  building  dropping  below  the 
predetermined  level,  the  device  will  again  close  the 
opening  32. 

Claims 

1.  A  device  for  venting  buildings,  in  particular 
winter  gardens,  sun  lounges  or  greenhouses, 
comprising  a  rectangular  frame  (1)  and  at  least 
one  layer  (14)  of  windproof  material  which  is 
slidable  by  means  of  a  temperature  detecting 
activation  mechanism  (24,  26)  between  a 
closed  position,  wherein  an  opening  of  the 
frame  (1)  is  filled  up  by  the  layer  (14),  and  an 
open  position,  wherein  there  is  a  space  be- 
tween  one  first  side  (2)  of  the  frame  (1)  and  a 
first  edge  of  the  layer  (14),  the  opposite  sec- 
ond  edge  of  which  is  closely  connected  to  one 
second  side  (3)  of  the  frame  (1),  said  activation 
mechanism  (24,  26)  being  mounted  on  one 
surface  of  the  layer  (14)  which  is  adapted  to 
face  the  interior  of  the  building,  characterized 
in  that  the  frame  (1)  has  at  least  two  controls 
(7,  8)  extending  parallel  to  the  third  and  fourth 
sides  (4,  5)  of  the  frame  and  are  connected  to 
the  first  and  second  sides  (2,  3),  that  the  layer 
(14)  is  of  flexible  material  and  has  one  surface 
secured  to  several  lamellas  or  slats  (11,  13), 
which  are  mounted  at  equal  distance  and  par- 
allel  to  the  first  and  second  sides  (2,  3)  of  the 
frame,  said  lamellas  or  slats  having  recesses 
(12)  to  slidably  receive  the  controls  (7,  8),  that 
each  control  (7,  8)  is  formed  as  a  first  rack  bar 
(9,  10),  which  is  in  mesh  with  a  first  gear  (19) 
being  locked  against  relative  movement  to  a 
second  gear  (20),  and  that  the  first  (19)  and 
the  second  gears  (20)  are  mounted  rotatably 
on  a  shaft  (28)  provided  in  one  of  the  edging 
slats  (13),  the  second  gear  (20)  being  in  mesh 
with  a  second  rack  bar  (17)  extending  in  a 
channel  (16)  in  said  edging  slat  (13)  carrying 

said  shaft  (28)  and  is  adapted  to  be  moved  by 
the  activation  mechanism  (24,  26)  in  its  longitu- 
dinal  direction. 

5  2.  Device  according  to  claim  1  ,  characterized  in 
that  the  first  gear  (19)  has  a  larger  diameter 
than  that  of  the  second  gear  (20). 

3.  Device  according  to  claims  1  or  2,  character- 
io  Ized  in  that  the  temperature  detecting  activa- 

tion  mechanism  (24,  26)  is  a  hydraulic  cylinder 
(24),  which  is  secured  to  the  edging  slat  (13) 
carrying  the  shaft  (28)  and  has  a  piston  with  a 
cross  section  smaller  than  that  of  the  cylinder 

is  (24),  and  that  the  piston  has  a  piston  rod  (26), 
which  is  connected  to  the  second  rack  bar 
(17). 

4.  Device  according  to  claim  3,  characterized  in 
20  that  the  hydraulic  cylinder  (24)  is  covered  by  a 

screen. 

Patentanspruche 

25  1.  Vorrichtung  zum  Beluften  von  Gebauden,  ins- 
besondere  von  Wintergarten,  Sonnenraumen 
oder  Gewachshausern,  umfassend  einen  recht- 
eckigen  Rahmen  (1)  und  zumindest  eine  Lage 
(14)  windfesten  Materials,  die  mit  Hilfe  eines 

30  temperaturfuhlenden  Aktivierungsmechanismus 
(24,  26)  zwischen  einer  geschlossenen  Posi- 
tion,  in  der  eine  Offnung  des  Rahmens  (1)  mit 
der  Lage  (14)  ausgefullt  wird  und  einer  offenen 
Position  verschiebbar  ist,  bei  der  es  einen  Zwi- 

35  schenraum  zwischen  einer  ersten  Seite  (2)  des 
Rahmens  (1)  und  einem  ersten  Rand  der  Lage 
(14)  gibt,  dessen  gegenuberliegender  zweiter 
Rand  eng  mit  einer  zweiten  Seite  (3)  des  Rah- 
mens  (1)  verbunden  ist,  wobei  der  genannte 

40  Aktivierungsmechanismus  (24,  26)  auf  einer 
Oberflache  der  Lage  (14)  montiert  ist,  die  so 
ausgefuhrt  ist,  dal3  sie  zum  Gebaudeinnen- 
raum  weist, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3 

45  der  Rahmen  (1)  zumindest  zwei  Fuhrungen  (7, 
8)  aufweist,  die  parallel  zu  der  dritten  und 
vierten  Seite  (4,  5)  des  Rahmens  verlaufen  und 
mit  den  ersten  und  zweiten  Seiten  (2,  3)  ver- 
bunden  sind,  dal3  die  Lage  (14)  aus  elasti- 

50  schem  Material  besteht  und  eine  Oberflache 
hat,  die  an  mehreren  Lamellen  oder  Leisten 
(11,  13)  befestigt  ist,  die  in  gleichmaBigem 
Abstand  und  parallel  zu  der  ersten  und  zweiten 
Seite  (2,  3)  des  Rahmens  montiert  sind,  wobei 

55  die  genannten  Lamellen  oder  Leisten  (11,  13) 
Ausnehmungen  (12)  aufweisen,  urn  die  Fuh- 
rungen  (7,  8)  verschiebbar  aufzunehmen,  dal3 
jede  Fuhrung  (7,  8)  als  eine  erste  Zahnstange 
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(9,  10)  ausgefuhrt  ist,  die  mit  einem  ersten 
Zahnrad  (19)  kammt,  das  zur  Vermeidung  von 
Relativbewegungen  mit  einem  zweiten  Zahnrad 
(20)  test  verbunden  ist  und  dal3  das  erste  (19) 
und  zweite  Zahnrad  (20)  drehbar  auf  einer 
Welle  (28)  montiert  ist,  die  in  einer  der  Einfas- 
sungsleisten  (13)  vorgesehen  ist,  wobei  das 
zweite  Zahnrad  (20)  in  Eingriff  mit  einer  zwei- 
ten  Zahnstange  (17)  ist,  die  in  einem  Zwi- 
schenraum  (16)  in  der  genannten  die  Welle 
(28)  tragenden  Einfassungsleiste  (13)  verlauft 
und  die  so  angeordnet  ist,  dal3  sie  durch  den 
Aktivierungsmechanismus  (24,  26)  in  ihrer 
Langsrichtung  bewegt  wird. 

2.  Vorrichtung  nach  Anspruch  1  , 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3 
das  erste  Zahnrad  (19)  einen  groBeren  Durch- 
messer  aufweist,  als  das  zweite  Zahnrad  (20). 

3.  Vorrichtung  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3 
der  temperaturfuhlende  Aktivierungsmechanis- 
mus  (24,  26)  ein  Hydraulikzylinder  (24)  ist,  der 
an  der  die  Welle  (28)  tragenden  Einfassungs- 
leiste  (13)  befestigt  ist  und  der  einen  Kolben 
mit  einem  Querschnitt  aufweist,  der  kleiner  ist, 
als  der  des  Zylinders  (24)  und  dal3  der  Kolben 
eine  Kolbenstange  (26)  aufweist,  die  mit  der 
zweiten  Zahnstange  (17)  verbunden  ist. 

4.  Vorrichtung  nach  Anspruch  3, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3 
der  Hydraulikzylinder  (24)  mit  einer  Blende  ab- 
gedeckt  ist. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Dispositif  d'aeration  de  batiments,  en  parti- 
culier  jardins  d'hiver,  solariums  et  serres,  com- 
prenant  un  cadre  rectangulaire  (1)  et  au  moins 
une  couche  (14)  de  matiere  resistant  au  vent 
qu'on  peut  faire  coulisser  au  moyen  d'un  me- 
canisme  de  manoeuvre  a  detection  de  tempe- 
rature  (24,26)  entre  une  position  fermee,  dans 
laquelle  une  ouverture  du  cadre  (1)  est  entiere- 
ment  fermee  par  la  couche  (14),  et  une  posi- 
tion  ouverte  dans  laquelle  il  y  a  un  espace 
entre  un  premier  cote  (2)  du  cadre  (1)  et  un 
premier  bord  de  la  couche  (14)  dont  le  deuxie- 
me  bord  oppose  est  etroitement  relie  a  un 
deuxieme  cote  (3)  du  cadre  (1),  ledit  mecani- 
sme  de  manoeuvre  (24,26)  etant  monte  sur 
une  surface  de  la  couche  (14)  qui  est  destinee 
a  etre  tournee  vers  I'interieur  du  batiment, 
caracterise  en  ce  que  le  cadre  (1)  porte  au 
moins  deux  organes  de  commande  (7,8)  paral- 
lels  aux  troisieme  et  quatrieme  cotes  (4,5)  du 

cadre  et  fixes  aux  premier  et  deuxieme  cotes 
(2,3),  en  ce  que  la  couche  (14)  est  en  une 
matiere  flexible  et  presente  une  surface  fixee  a 
plusieurs  lamelles  ou  lattes  (11,13)  qui  sont 

5  montees  de  fagon  equidistante  parallelement 
aux  premier  et  deuxieme  cotes  (2,3)  du  cadre, 
les  dites  lamelles  ou  lattes  comportant  des 
evidements  (12)  pour  recevoir  de  fagon  coulis- 
sante  les  organes  de  commande  (7,8),  en  ce 

io  que  chaque  organe  de  commande  (7,8)  est 
sous  la  forme  d'une  premiere  cremaillere 
(9,10)  qui  engrene  avec  un  premier  pignon  (19) 
bloque  contre  un  mouvement  relatif  par  rapport 
a  un  deuxieme  pignon  (20),  et  en  ce  que  les 

is  premier  (19)  et  deuxieme  (20)  pignons  sont 
montes  de  fagontournante  sur  un  arbre  (28) 
prevu  dans  une  des  lattes  de  bord  (13),  le 
deuxieme  pignon  (20)  engrenant  avec  une 
deuxieme  cremaillere  (17)  disposee  dans  une 

20  rainure  (16)  de  ladite  latte  de  bord  (13)  portant 
le  dit  arbre  (28),  ladite  deuxieme  cremaillere 
etant  prevue  pour  etre  deplacee  par  le  mecani- 
sme  de  manoeuvre  (24,26)  dans  sa  direction 
longitudinale. 

25 
2.  Dispositif  suivant  la  revendication  1,  caracteri- 

se  en  ce  que  le  premier  pignon  (19)  a  un 
diametre  plus  grand  que  celui  du  deuxieme 
pignon  (20). 

30 
3.  Dispositif  suivant  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  ca- 

racterise  en  ce  que  le  mecanisme  de  manoeu- 
vre  a  detection  de  temperature  (24,26)  est  un 
verin  hydraulique  (24)  qui  est  fixe  a  la  latte  de 

35  bord  (13)  portant  I'arbre  (28)  et  qui  a  un  piston 
dont  la  section  transversale  est  plus  petite  que 
celle  du  cylindre  (24),  et  en  ce  que  le  piston 
comporte  une  tige  de  piston  (26)  qui  est  reliee 
a  la  deuxieme  cremaillere  (17). 

40 
4.  Dispositif  suivant  la  revendication  3,  caracteri- 

se  en  ce  que  le  verin  hydraulique  (24)  est 
recouvert  d'un  ecran. 

45 

50 
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