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(54) METHOD OF SHARING PROFILE IMAGE AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE IMPLEMENTING SAME

(57) Various embodiments of the present disclosure
disclose a method and apparatus for sharing a profile
image in an electronic device. An electronic device may
include a display, a communication module comprising
communication circuitry, memory, and a processor. The
processor may be configured to identify a trigger related

to a change of a profile image, to select an image for the
profile image, to identify at least one target object for the
sharing of the selected image as a profile image of the
electronic device based on sharing information, and to
share the selected image with the at least one target ob-
ject as a profile image of the user of the electronic device.
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Description

BACKGROUND

Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a method of
sharing a profile image and an electronic device support-
ing the same.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

[0002] An electronic device stores a contact list includ-
ing information for a call and communication. The contact
list may include a list based on user information of users
capable of a call and communication. The user informa-
tion of each user may include a user name, a user image
(e.g., a profile photo or profile image), a telephone
number, a calling method, a group name, and ring tone
information.
[0003] The user information may be shared with an-
other user, for example, other users stored in the contact
list. For example, when the first user of a first electronic
device configures a profile image of the first user in a
contact list, a second user who stores user information
of the first user in a second electronic device may identify
the profile image configured by the first user in a contact
list within the second electronic device.
[0004] When the user of a contact list registers a profile
image, in a conventional technology, one of selected im-
ages has to be selected or a corresponding image cap-
tured through photographing using an electronic device
has to be registered as a profile image. Furthermore, in
order to update a registered profile image with a recent
image (e.g., photo) or another image, it is inconvenient
for a user to manually edit the registered profile image in
a contact list.
[0005] Furthermore, if a user does not register a profile
image with an electronic device, the electronic device
provides a region in which a profile image is provided in
an empty (blank) state. Furthermore, an image that has
been initially configured is always maintained unless a
user changes a profile image. In order to update the pro-
file image with a recent image, it is inconvenient for the
user to manually change the profile image.

SUMMARY

[0006] Various embodiments provide a method of
sharing a profile image, wherein a profile image of the
user of an electronic device can be automatically shared
based on the relation between the user of the electronic
device and other users stored in a contact list, and an
electronic device supporting the same.
[0007] Various embodiments provide a method of
sharing a profile image, wherein a profile image of the
user of an electronic device can be automatically shared
based on a communication history with other users, and

an electronic device supporting the same.
[0008] Various embodiments provide a method of
sharing an image selected in an electronic device with
an application and another electronic device based on a
user account related to the user of the electronic device,
and an electronic device supporting the same.
[0009] An electronic device according to various em-
bodiments of the present disclosure may include a dis-
play, a communication module comprising communica-
tion circuitry, memory, and a processor. The processor
may be configured to identify a trigger related to a change
of a profile image, to select an image for the profile image,
to identify at least one target object for the sharing of the
selected image as a profile image of the electronic device
based on sharing information, and to share the selected
image with the at least one target object as a profile image
of the user of the electronic device.
[0010] A method of operating an electronic device ac-
cording to various embodiments of the present disclosure
may include identifying a trigger related to a change of a
profile image, selecting an image for the profile image,
identifying at least one target object for the sharing of the
selected image as a profile image of the electronic device
based on sharing information, and sharing the selected
image with the at least one target object as a profile image
of the user of the electronic device.
[0011] In accordance with the method of sharing a pro-
file image and the electronic device supporting the same
according to various embodiments, a profile image se-
lected in the electronic device can be shared with at least
one different electronic device as a profile image related
to the user of the electronic device based on relation in-
formation of a contact list. In accordance with various
embodiments, an image selected in the electronic device
can be shared with an application (e.g., a plurality of ap-
plications installed in the electronic device) and another
electronic device (e.g., a plurality of electronic devices
(or multiple devices) grouped as a user account) based
on a user account related to the user of the electronic
device.
[0012] Accordingly, various embodiments address in-
convenience that a user has to directly register and share
a profile image. In accordance with various embodi-
ments, a differentiated profile image can be shared be-
cause a different profile image is provided to each user
(or each group) based on the relation between the user
of the electronic device and a target user. In accordance
with various embodiments, a target user can intuitively
recognize a user and develop a bond of sympathy with
the user because a profile image of the user of the elec-
tronic device is provided as a common image between
the target user and the user.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] The above and other aspects, features and ad-
vantages of certain embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be more apparent from the following detailed
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description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an electronic
device within a network environment according to
various embodiments;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a display device
according to various embodiments;
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example of
a function processing module in the electronic device
according to various embodiments;
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example in which
a profile image is shared between the electronic de-
vice and an external device according to various em-
bodiments;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
electronic device according to various embodiments;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of shar-
ing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments;
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an operation of sharing
a profile image in the electronic device according to
various embodiments;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of shar-
ing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments;
FIG. 9 is a illustrating showing an operation of shar-
ing a profile image based on relation information in
the electronic device according to various embodi-
ments;
FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of con-
figuring a profile image related to an external device
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments;
FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of con-
figuring a profile image related to an external device
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments;
FIGS. 12A and 12B are diagrams illustrating exam-
ples of an operation of sharing a profile image in the
electronic device according to various embodiments;
FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
operation of sharing a profile image in the electronic
device according to various embodiments;
FIGS. 14A, 14B and 14C are diagrams illustrating
examples of an operation of sharing a profile image
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments;
FIGS. 15A, 15B and 15C are diagrams illustrating
examples of an operation of sharing a profile image
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments;
FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
operation of sharing a profile image in the electronic
device according to various embodiments;
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an example of an
operation of sharing a profile image based on an
account in the electronic device according to various

embodiments;
FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of shar-
ing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments;
FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of shar-
ing a profile image based on an account in the elec-
tronic device according to various embodiments;
FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
screen of a user interface related to a user account
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments; and
FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
screen of the user interface related to a user account
in the electronic device according to various embod-
iments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an electron-
ic device 101 in a network environment 100 according to
various embodiments.
[0015] Referring to Fig. 1, the electronic device 101 in
the network environment 100 may communicate with an
electronic device 102 via a first network 198 (e.g., a short-
range wireless communication network), or an electronic
device 104 or a server 108 via a second network 199
(e.g., a long-range wireless communication network). Ac-
cording to an embodiment, the electronic device 101 may
communicate with the electronic device 104 via the serv-
er 108. According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 101 may include a processor (e.g., including
processing circuitry) 120, memory 130, an input device
(e.g., including input circuitry) 150, a sound output device
155, a display device 160, an audio module (e.g., includ-
ing audio circuitry) 170, a sensor module 176, an inter-
face (e.g., including interface circuitry) 177, a haptic mod-
ule (e.g., including haptic circuitry) 179, a camera module
180, a power management module (e.g., including power
management circuitry) 188, a battery 189, a communi-
cation module (e.g., including communication circuitry)
190, a subscriber identification module (SIM) 196, and/or
an antenna module 197. In some embodiments, at least
one (e.g., the display device 160 or the camera module
180) of the components may be omitted from the elec-
tronic device 101, or one or more other components may
be added in the electronic device 101. In some embod-
iments, some of the components may be implemented
as single integrated circuitry. For example, the sensor
module 176 (e.g., a fingerprint sensor, an iris sensor, or
an illuminance sensor) may be implemented as embed-
ded in the display device 160 (e.g., a display).
[0016] The processor 120 may include various
processing circuitry and execute, for example, software
(e.g., a program 140) to control at least one other com-
ponent (e.g., a hardware or software component) of the
electronic device 101 coupled with the processor 120,
and may perform various data processing or computa-
tion. According to an example embodiment, as at least
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part of the data processing or computation, the processor
120 may load a command or data received from another
component (e.g., the sensor module 176 or the commu-
nication module 190) in volatile memory 132, process
the command or the data stored in the volatile memory
132, and store resulting data in non-volatile memory 134.
According to an embodiment, the processor 120 may in-
clude various processing circuitry, such as, for example,
and without limitation, a main processor 121 (e.g., a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) or an application processor
(AP)), and an auxiliary processor 123 (e.g., a graphics
processing unit (GPU), an image signal processor (ISP),
a sensor hub processor, and/or a communication proc-
essor (CP), or the like) that is operable independently
from, or in conjunction with, the main processor 121. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively, the auxiliary processor 123 may
be adapted to consume less power than the main proc-
essor 121, or to be specific to a specified function. The
auxiliary processor 123 may be implemented as separate
from, or as part of the main processor 121.
[0017] The auxiliary processor 123 may include vari-
ous processing circuitry and control at least some of func-
tions or states related to at least one component (e.g.,
the display device 160, the sensor module 176, and/or
the communication module 190) among the components
of the electronic device 101, instead of the main proces-
sor 121 while the main processor 121 is in an inactive
(e.g., sleep) state, or together with the main processor
121 while the main processor 121 is in an active state
(e.g., executing an application). According to an embod-
iment, the auxiliary processor 123 (e.g., an image signal
processor or a communication processor) may be imple-
mented as part of another component (e.g., the camera
module 180 or the communication module 190) function-
ally related to the auxiliary processor 123.
[0018] The memory 130 may store various data used
by at least one component (e.g., the processor 120 or
the sensor module 176) of the electronic device 101. The
various data may include, for example, software (e.g.,
the program 140) and input data or output data for a com-
mand related thereto. The memory 130 may include the
volatile memory 132 and/or the non-volatile memory 134.
[0019] The program 140 may be stored in the memory
130 as software, and may include, for example, an op-
erating system (OS) 142, middleware 144, and/or an ap-
plication 146.
[0020] The input device 150 may include various input
circuitry and receive a command or data to be used by
other component (e.g., the processor 120) of the elec-
tronic device 101, from the outside (e.g., a user) of the
electronic device 101. The input device 150 may include
various input circuitry, such as, for example, and without
limitation, a microphone, a mouse, and/or a keyboard, or
the like.
[0021] The sound output device 155 may include var-
ious sound output circuitry and output sound signals to
the outside of the electronic device 101. The sound output
device 155 may include various sound output circuitry,

such as, for example, and without limitation, a speaker
and/or a receiver. The speaker may be used for general
purposes, such as playing multimedia or playing record,
and the receiver may be used for an incoming calls. Ac-
cording to an embodiment, the receiver may be imple-
mented as separate from, or as part of the speaker.
[0022] The display device 160 may visually provide in-
formation to the outside (e.g., a user) of the electronic
device 101. The display device 160 may include, for ex-
ample, a display, a hologram device, or a projector, or
the like, but is not limited thereto, and control circuitry to
control a corresponding one of the display, hologram de-
vice, and projector. According to an embodiment, the dis-
play device 160 may include touch circuitry adapted to
detect a touch, or sensor circuitry (e.g., a pressure sen-
sor) adapted to measure the intensity of force incurred
by the touch.
[0023] The audio module 170 may include various au-
dio circuitry to convert a sound into an electrical signal
and vice versa. According to an embodiment, the audio
module 170 may obtain the sound via the input device
150, or output the sound via the sound output device 155
or a headphone of an external electronic device (e.g., an
electronic device 102) directly (e.g., wiredly) or wirelessly
coupled with the electronic device 101.
[0024] The sensor module 176 may detect an opera-
tional state (e.g., power or temperature) of the electronic
device 101 or an environmental state (e.g., a state of a
user) external to the electronic device 101, and then gen-
erate an electrical signal or data value corresponding to
the detected state. According to an embodiment, the sen-
sor module 176 may include various sensors, such as,
for example, and without limitation, a gesture sensor, a
gyro sensor, an atmospheric pressure sensor, a magnet-
ic sensor, an acceleration sensor, a grip sensor, a prox-
imity sensor, a color sensor, an infrared (IR) sensor, a
biometric sensor, a temperature sensor, a humidity sen-
sor, and/or an illuminance sensor.
[0025] The interface 177 may include various interface
circuitry and support one or more specified protocols to
be used for the electronic device 101 to be coupled with
the external electronic device (e.g., the electronic device
102) directly (e.g., wiredly) or wirelessly. According to an
embodiment, the interface 177 may include various in-
terface circuitry, such as, for example, and without limi-
tation, a high definition multimedia interface (HDMI), a
universal serial bus (USB) interface, a secure digital (SD)
card interface, and/or an audio interface, or the like.
[0026] A connecting terminal 178 may include a con-
nector via which the electronic device 101 may be phys-
ically connected with the external electronic device (e.g.,
the electronic device 102). According to an embodiment,
the connecting terminal 178 may include, for example, a
HDMI connector, a USB connector, a SD card connector,
or an audio connector (e.g., a headphone connector),
[0027] The haptic module 179 may include various cir-
cuitry to convert an electrical signal into a mechanical
stimulus (e.g., a vibration or a movement) or electrical
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stimulus which may be recognized by a user via his tactile
sensation or kinesthetic sensation. According to an em-
bodiment, the haptic module 179 may include various
haptic circuitry, such as, for example, and without limita-
tion, a motor, a piezoelectric element, and/or an electric
stimulator, or the like.
[0028] The camera module 180 may capture a still im-
age or moving images. According to an embodiment, the
camera module 180 may include one or more lenses,
image sensors, image signal processors, or flashes.
[0029] The power management module 188 may man-
age power supplied to the electronic device 101. Accord-
ing to an example embodiment, the power management
module 188 may be implemented as at least part of, for
example, a power management integrated circuit
(PMIC).
[0030] The battery 189 may supply power to at least
one component of the electronic device 101. According
to an embodiment, the battery 189 may include, for ex-
ample, a primary cell which is not rechargeable, a sec-
ondary cell which is rechargeable, or a fuel cell.
[0031] The communication module 190 may include
various communication circuitry and support establishing
a direct (e.g., wired) communication channel or a wireless
communication channel between the electronic device
101 and the external electronic device (e.g., the electron-
ic device 102, the electronic device 104, or the server
108) and performing communication via the established
communication channel. The communication module
190 may include one or more communication processors
that are operable independently from the processor 120
(e.g., the application processor (AP)) and supports a di-
rect (e.g., wired) communication or a wireless communi-
cation. According to an embodiment, the communication
module 190 may include a wireless communication mod-
ule 192 (e.g., a cellular communication module, a short-
range wireless communication module, or a global nav-
igation satellite system (GNSS) communication module)
or a wired communication module 194 (e.g., a local area
network (LAN) communication module or a power line
communication (PLC) module). A corresponding one of
these communication modules may communicate with
the external electronic device via the first network 198
(e.g., a short-range communication network, such as
Bluetooth™, wireless-fidelity (Wi-Fi) direct, or infrared
data association (IrDA)) or the second network 199 (e.g.,
a long-range communication network, such as a cellular
network, the Internet, or a computer network (e.g., LAN
or wide area network (WAN)). These various types of
communication modules may be implemented as a single
component (e.g., a single chip), or may be implemented
as multi components (e.g., multi chips) separate from
each other. The wireless communication module 192
may identify and authenticate the electronic device 101
in a communication network, such as the first network
198 or the second network 199, using subscriber infor-
mation (e.g., international mobile subscriber identity (IM-
SI)) stored in the subscriber identification module 196.

[0032] The antenna module 197 may transmit or re-
ceive a signal or power to or from the outside (e.g., the
external electronic device) of the electronic device 101.
According to an embodiment, the antenna module 197
may include one or more antennas, and, therefrom, at
least one antenna appropriate for a communication
scheme used in the communication network, such as the
first network 198 or the second network 199, may be
selected, for example, by the communication module 190
(e.g., the wireless communication module 192). The sig-
nal or the power may then be transmitted or received
between the communication module 190 and the external
electronic device via the selected at least one antenna.
[0033] At least some of the above-described compo-
nents may be coupled mutually and communicate signals
(e.g., commands or data) therebetween via an inter-pe-
ripheral communication scheme (e.g., a bus, general pur-
pose input and output (GPIO), serial peripheral interface
(SPI), or mobile industry processor interface (MIPI)).
[0034] According to an embodiment, commands or da-
ta may be transmitted or received between the electronic
device 101 and the external electronic device 104 via the
server 108 coupled with the second network 199. Each
of the electronic devices 102 and 104 may be a device
of a same type as, or a different type, from the electronic
device 101. According to an embodiment, all or some of
operations to be executed at the electronic device 101
may be executed at one or more of the external electronic
devices 102, 104, or 108. For example, if the electronic
device 101 should perform a function or a service auto-
matically, or in response to a request from a user or an-
other device, the electronic device 101, instead of, or in
addition to, executing the function or the service, may
request the one or more external electronic devices to
perform at least part of the function or the service. The
one or more external electronic devices receiving the re-
quest may perform the at least part of the function or the
service requested, or an additional function or an addi-
tional service related to the request, and transfer an out-
come of the performing to the electronic device 101. The
electronic device 101 may provide the outcome, with or
without further processing of the outcome, as at least
part of a reply to the request. To that end, a cloud com-
puting, distributed computing, or client-server computing
technology may be used, for example.
[0035] Fig. 2 is a block diagram 200 illustrating the dis-
play device 160 according to various embodiments. Re-
ferring to Fig. 2, the display device 160 may include a
display 210 and a display driver integrated circuit (DDI)
230 to control the display 210. The DDI 230 may include
an interface module (e.g., including interface circuitry)
231, memory 233 (e.g., buffer memory), an image
processing module (e.g., including image processing cir-
cuitry) 235, and/or a mapping module (e.g., including
mapping circuitry) 237. The DDI 230 may receive image
information that contains image data or an image control
signal corresponding to a command to control the image
data from another component of the electronic device
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101 via the interface module 231. For example, according
to an embodiment, the image information may be re-
ceived from the processor 120 (e.g., the main processor
121 (e.g., an application processor)) or the auxiliary proc-
essor 123 (e.g., a graphics processing unit) operated in-
dependently from the function of the main processor 121.
The DDI 230 may communicate, for example, with touch
circuitry 150 or the sensor module 176 via the interface
module 231. The DDI 230 may also store at least part of
the received image information in the memory 233, for
example, on a frame by frame basis.
[0036] The image processing module 235 may include
various image processing circuitry to perform pre-
processing or post-processing (e.g., adjustment of res-
olution, brightness, or size) with respect to at least part
of the image data. According to an embodiment, the pre-
processing or post-processing may be performed, for ex-
ample, based at least in part on one or more character-
istics of the image data or one or more characteristics of
the display 210.
[0037] The mapping module 237 may include various
mapping circuitry to generate a voltage value or a current
value corresponding to the image data pre-processed or
post-processed by the image processing module 235.
According to an embodiment, the generating of the volt-
age value or current value may be performed, for exam-
ple, based at least in part on one or more attributes of
the pixels (e.g., an array, such as an RGB stripe or a
pentile structure, of the pixels, or the size of each sub-
pixel). At least some pixels of the display 210 may be
driven, for example, based at least in part on the voltage
value or the current value such that visual information
(e.g., a text, an image, or an icon) corresponding to the
image data may be displayed via the display 210.
[0038] According to an embodiment, the display device
160 may further include touch circuitry 250. The touch
circuitry 250 may include a touch sensor 251 and a touch
sensor IC 253 to control the touch sensor 251. The touch
sensor IC 253 may control the touch sensor 251 to sense
a touch input or a hovering input with respect to a certain
position on the display 210. To achieve this, for example,
the touch sensor 251 may detect (e.g., measure) a
change in a signal (e.g., a voltage, a quantity of light, a
resistance, or a quantity of one or more electric charges)
corresponding to the certain position on the display 210.
The touch circuitry 250 may provide input information
(e.g., a position, an area, a pressure, or a time) indicative
of the touch input or the hovering input detected via the
touch sensor 251 to the processor 120. According to an
embodiment, at least part (e.g., the touch sensor IC 253)
of the touch circuitry 250 may be formed as part of the
display 210 or the DDI 230, or as part of another com-
ponent (e.g., the auxiliary processor 123) disposed out-
side the display device 160.
[0039] According to an embodiment, the display device
160 may further include at least one sensor (e.g., a fin-
gerprint sensor, an iris sensor, a pressure sensor, or an
illuminance sensor) of the sensor module 176 or a control

circuit for the at least one sensor. In such a case, the at
least one sensor or the control circuit for the at least one
sensor may be embedded in one portion of a component
(e.g., the display 210, the DDI 230, or the touch circuitry
150)) of the display device 160. For example, when the
sensor module 176 embedded in the display device 160
includes a biometric sensor (e.g., a fingerprint sensor),
the biometric sensor may obtain biometric information
(e.g., a fingerprint image) corresponding to a touch input
received via a portion of the display 210. As another ex-
ample, when the sensor module 176 embedded in the
display device 160 includes a pressure sensor, the pres-
sure sensor may obtain pressure information corre-
sponding to a touch input received via a partial or whole
area of the display 210. According to an embodiment,
the touch sensor 251 or the sensor module 176 may be
disposed between pixels in a pixel layer of the display
210, or over or under the pixel layer.
[0040] The electronic device according to various em-
bodiments may be one of various types of electronic de-
vices. The electronic devices may include, for example,
and without limitation, a portable communication device
(e.g., a smart phone), a computer device, a portable mul-
timedia device, a portable medical device, a camera, a
wearable device, and/or a home appliance, or the like.
According to an embodiment of the disclosure, the elec-
tronic devices are not limited to those described above.
[0041] It should be appreciated that various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and the terms used there-
in are not intended to limit the technological features set
forth herein to particular embodiments and include vari-
ous changes, equivalents, or replacements for a corre-
sponding embodiment. With regard to the description of
the drawings, similar reference numerals may be used
to refer to similar or related elements. It is to be under-
stood that a singular form of a noun corresponding to an
item may include one or more of the things, unless the
relevant context clearly indicates otherwise. As used
herein, each of such phrases as "A or B," "at least one
of A and B," "at least one of A or B," "A, B, or C," "at least
one of A, B, and C," and "at least one of A, B, or C," may
include all possible combinations of the items enumerat-
ed together in a corresponding one of the phrases. As
used herein, such terms as "1st" and "2nd," or "first" and
"second" may be used to simply distinguish a corre-
sponding component from another, and does not limit
the components in other aspect (e.g., importance or or-
der). It is to be understood that if an element (e.g., a first
element) is referred to, with or without the term "opera-
tively" or "communicatively", as "coupled with," "coupled
to," "connected with," or "connected to" another element
(e.g., a second element), it means that the element may
be coupled with the other element directly (e.g., wiredly),
wirelessly, or via a third element.
[0042] As used herein, the term "module" may include
a unit implemented in hardware, software, or firmware,
or any combinations thereof, and may interchangeably
be used with other terms, for example, "logic," "logic
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block," "part," or "circuitry". A module may be a single
integral component, or a minimum unit or part thereof,
adapted to perform one or more functions. For example,
according to an embodiment, the module may be imple-
mented in a form of an application-specific integrated cir-
cuit (ASIC).
[0043] Various embodiments as set forth herein may
be implemented as software (e.g., the program 140) in-
cluding one or more instructions that are stored in a stor-
age medium (e.g., internal memory 136 or external mem-
ory 138) that is readable by a machine (e.g., the electronic
device 101). For example, a processor (e.g., the proces-
sor 120) of the machine (e.g., the electronic device 101)
may invoke at least one of the one or more instructions
stored in the storage medium, and execute it, with or
without using one or more other components under the
control of the processor. This allows the machine to be
operated to perform at least one function according to
the at least one instruction invoked. The one or more
instructions may include a code generated by a complier
or a code executable by an interpreter. The machine-
readable storage medium may be provided in the form
of a non-transitory storage medium. Wherein, the term
"non-transitory" simply means that the storage medium
is a tangible device, and does not include a signal (e.g.,
an electromagnetic wave), but this term does not differ-
entiate between where data is semi-permanently stored
in the storage medium and where the data is temporarily
stored in the storage medium.
[0044] According to an embodiment, a method accord-
ing to various embodiments of the disclosure may be
included and provided in a computer program product.
The computer program product may be traded as a prod-
uct between a seller and a buyer. The computer program
product may be distributed in the form of a machine-read-
able storage medium (e.g., compact disc read only mem-
ory (CD-ROM)), or be distributed (e.g., downloaded or
uploaded) online via an application store (e.g., Play
Store™), or between two user devices (e.g., smart
phones) directly. If distributed online, at least part of the
computer program product may be temporarily generat-
ed or at least temporarily stored in the machine-readable
storage medium, such as memory of the manufacturer’s
server, a server of the application store, or a relay server.
[0045] According to various embodiments, each com-
ponent (e.g., a module or a program) of the above-de-
scribed components may include a single entity or mul-
tiple entities. According to various embodiments, one or
more of the above-described components may be omit-
ted, or one or more other components may be added.
Alternatively or additionally, a plurality of components
(e.g., modules or programs) may be integrated into a
single component. In such a case, according to various
embodiments, the integrated component may still per-
form one or more functions of each of the plurality of
components in the same or similar manner as they are
performed by a corresponding one of the plurality of com-
ponents before the integration. According to various em-

bodiments, operations performed by the module, the pro-
gram, or another component may be carried out sequen-
tially, in parallel, repeatedly, or heuristically, or one or
more of the operations may be executed in a different
order or omitted, or one or more other operations may
be added.
[0046] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example
of a function processing module in the electronic device
according to various embodiments.
[0047] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the function
processing module 300 of the electronic device 101 con-
figured to execute (or process) a function related to the
sharing of a profile image (or profile photo) in various
embodiments. In various embodiments, the function
processing module 300 may be included in a processor
(e.g., the processor 120 of FIG. 1) including processing
circuitry as a hardware module or may be included as a
software module or a combination thereof.
[0048] Referring to FIG. 3, the function processing
module 300 according to various embodiments may in-
clude, for example, a monitoring module (e.g., including
processing circuitry and/or program elements) 310, a re-
lation definition module (e.g., including processing cir-
cuitry and/or program elements) 320, an image selection
module (e.g., including processing circuitry and/or pro-
gram elements) 330, an image analysis module (e.g.,
including processing circuitry and/or program elements)
340 and/or a profile configuration module (e.g., including
processing circuitry and/or program elements) 350.
[0049] In an example embodiment, the monitoring
module 310 may monitor whether there is a trigger for
sharing a profile image of a user. In an example embod-
iment, the monitoring module 310 may monitor at least
one operation of a change in a profile image of a user
stored in the electronic device 101, the storing or modi-
fication of an image in the gallery of the electronic device
101, the execution of selfie (or photo) photographing, the
transmission of an image through direct (or wired) com-
munication or wireless communication, the sharing of a
profile image by a user and a request to change a profile
image of a user account. In an example embodiment, the
monitoring module 310 may determine the detection of
at least one operation to be a trigger for sharing a profile
image in response to the detection.
[0050] In an example embodiment, the relation defini-
tion module 320 may define the relation between the user
of the electronic device 101 and the user of another elec-
tronic device based on relation information stored in the
contract list of the electronic device 101. In an example
embodiment, the relation information may be defined as
first relation information (e.g., a family relation), second
relation information (e.g., a friend relation) or third relation
information (e.g., a peer relation), for example. In an ex-
ample embodiment, the relation information is meaning-
fully configured by the user of the electronic device 101,
and may be configured in association (or a mapping re-
lation) with user information (or profile information) (e.g.,
a name, a nickname, a telephone number and/or an im-

11 12 



EP 3 396 618 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

age (e.g., a profile image)) for each user in the contract
list of the electronic device 101. For example, the user
may establish the relation with a first user as a "family
relation" and establish the relation with a second user as
a "friend relation" in the contact list. In an example em-
bodiment, the relation information may be configured
based on the user of the electronic device 101. One piece
of relation information may include a plurality of users to
form a group (e.g., a family group, a friend group or a
peer group). In an example embodiment, the relation def-
inition module 320 may define the relation between a
user and a corresponding user based on a communica-
tion history with another electronic device.
[0051] In an example embodiment, the relation defini-
tion module 320 may determine (or identify) user infor-
mation including object information (e.g., a profile image)
corresponding to an object (e.g., a user face) analyzed
by the image analysis module 340 in the contact list. In
accordance with an embodiment, the relation definition
module 320 may identify at least one piece of user infor-
mation, including a profile image (e.g., a user face) cor-
responding to an analyzed object (e.g., user face), in the
user information of the contact list. In an example em-
bodiment, the relation definition module 320 may identify
a relation with the user based on relation information con-
figured in at least one piece of identified user information.
[0052] In an example embodiment, if an object in a
target image is an object related to the user (e.g., a user
face based on selfie photographing), the relation defini-
tion module 320 may identify the target image as first
relation information. In an example embodiment, if an
object in a target image is an object related to another
user (e.g., a family face, a friend face or a peer face)
including the user or not including the user, the relation
definition module 320 may identify the target image as
first relation information, second relation information or
third relation information in accordance with the object
of the target image. In an example embodiment, the iden-
tification of relation information for an object related to
another user may be performed through a comparison
with an object (e.g., a user face) analyzed in information
of each user of the contact list.
[0053] In an example embodiment, the image selection
module 330 may receive a target image corresponding
to a trigger for sharing a profile image. In an example
embodiment, when a profile image stored in the electron-
ic device 101 is changed, the image selection module
330 may receive the changed profile image as a target
image. In an example embodiment, when an image is
stored in the gallery, the image selection module 330
may receive the stored image as a target image. In an
example embodiment, when selfie photographing is ex-
ecuted, the image selection module 330 may receive a
selfie-photographed image (e.g., a selfie image) as a tar-
get image. In an example embodiment, when an image
is transmitted to the outside (e.g., another electronic de-
vice or the server) through communication (e.g., direct
communication or wireless communication), the image

selection module 330 may receive the transmitted image
as a target image. In an example embodiment, when a
request to share a profile image is made by a user, the
image selection module 330 may receive the sharing-
requested image as a target image.
[0054] In an example embodiment, the image analysis
module 340 may analyze a target image selected by the
image selection module 330. In an example embodiment,
the image analysis module 340 may analyze one or more
objects in a target image. In various embodiments, an
object may include a person’s face shape. In an example
embodiment, the image analysis module 340 may rec-
ognize an object through image processing at least
based on feature point extraction, face recognition (or
facial recognition) or learning (e.g., machine learning) in
a target image. For example, the image analysis module
340 may recognize the face of the user or the face of
another user in a target image. In accordance with an
embodiment, the image analysis module 340 may ana-
lyze a profile image configured as user information of the
contact list.
[0055] In an example embodiment, the profile config-
uration module 350 may share a profile image with an
external device (e.g., another electronic device or the
server). In an example embodiment, the profile configu-
ration module 340 may share a target image, selected
by the image selection module 330, with at least one
external device based on a relation defined in the relation
definition module 320. In an example embodiment, the
profile configuration module 350 may transmit a target
image to an external device using a communication mod-
ule (e.g., the communication module 190 of FIG. 1), and
may request the corresponding external device to
change (or configure) a profile image related to the user
of the electronic device 101 based on the target image.
In an example embodiment, the profile configuration
module 350 may change (or configure) a profile image
related to the user of an external device based on an
image received from the external device in response to
the reception of a request to change (or configure) the
profile image related to the user of the external device
from the external device.
[0056] In an example embodiment, the profile config-
uration module 350 may share a profile image related to
a user account with an application of the electronic device
101 or at least one different device connected to the elec-
tronic device 101 based on the user account. In accord-
ance with an embodiment, the profile configuration mod-
ule 350 may share an image selected in the electronic
device with an application (e.g., a plurality of applications
installed in the electronic device 101) and another elec-
tronic device (e.g., a plurality of electronic devices (or
multiple devices) grouped as a user account) based on
a user account related to the user of the electronic device
101.
[0057] In accordance with various embodiments, the
profile configuration module 350 may identify at least one
target object for profile image sharing as a selected image
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based on sharing information, such as relation informa-
tion of the contact list or user account information. In var-
ious embodiments, the target object may indicate at least
one of at least one external device identified based on
relation information, at least one application identified
based on user account information and at least one ex-
ternal device identified based on user account informa-
tion, for example.
[0058] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example in
which a profile image is shared between the electronic
device and an external device according to various em-
bodiments.
[0059] Referring to FIG. 4, an electronic device 401
and an external device 404 (e.g., the electronic device
104 of FIG. 1) may communicate with a server 406 over
a network. In an example embodiment, the network may
include the network 199 of FIG. 1. The electronic device
401 and the external device 404 may include part of or
the entire electronic device 101 of FIG. 1.
[0060] The electronic device 401 may have stored a
contact list, including user information (or profile informa-
tion) of the user of the electronic device 401, in memory.
The memory may include part of or the entire memory
130 of FIG. 1.
[0061] In an example embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 401 may update user information (e.g., a profile im-
age) of the user to be shared with the user of the external
device 404. In an example embodiment, the electronic
device 401 may receive at least one of images, stored in
the memory of the electronic device 401, as a profile im-
age. In an example embodiment, the electronic device
401 may receive at least one of a stored image, an image
received (or downloaded) through an application capable
of communication, such as a message (e.g., SMS or
MMS), a messenger (e.g., SNS) or mail, and an image
shared with the external device 404 through a function,
such as Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, as a profile image.
[0062] In an example embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 401 may identify relation information for identifying
the external device 404 for the sharing of a selected im-
age as a profile image of the user of the electronic device
401. In accordance with an embodiment, the electronic
device 401 may identify relation information for identify-
ing the user of the external device 404 for the sharing of
a selected image as a profile image of the electronic de-
vice 401 (or the user of the electronic device 401). In
accordance with an embodiment, the electronic device
401 may identify relation information for sharing a profile
image at least based on a relation with the user of the
electronic device 401 or the existing communication his-
tory. The identification of relation information in the elec-
tronic device 401 according to various embodiments is
described in detail with reference to a drawing to be de-
scribed later.
[0063] In an example embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 401 may identify relation information through a proc-
ess of identifying the relation information. In an example
embodiment, members stored in the contact list of the

electronic device 401 may include the user of the external
electronic device 404. The electronic device 401 may
share a selected image with members belonging to mem-
ber stored in the contact list and having identified relation
information as a profile image of the user of the electronic
device 401.
[0064] In an example embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 401 may share a profile image based on a user ac-
count. The sharing of a profile image based on a user
account in the electronic device 401 according to various
embodiments is described in detail with reference to a
drawing to be described later.
[0065] In an example embodiment, the server 406 may
have stored the contact lists of the electronic device 401
and the external device 404 in the database (not shown)
of the server 406. In an example embodiment, the server
460 may have stored the user accounts of the electronic
device 401 and the external device 404 and a variety of
types of information (e.g., account information) related
to the user accounts in the database (not shown) of the
server 406.
[0066] In an example embodiment, when a request to
share a selected image as a profile image is received
from the electronic device 401, the server 406 may con-
figure a profile image of user information related to the
user of the electronic device 401 in the contact list of at
least one external electronic device 404 that is stored in
the database and that is related to the electronic device
401 as the selected image in response to the received
request. In an example embodiment, the server 406 may
transmit profile information of the electronic device 401
(or an updated contact list related to at least one external
device 404) to the external device 404 in which user in-
formation has been configured in response to the con-
figuration (e.g., update) of user information (e.g., a profile
image) of the electronic device 401.
[0067] In an example embodiment, when the sharing
of a selected image is requested by the electronic device
401 as a profile image of a user account, the server 406
may configure a profile image of the user account related
to the electronic device 401 and stored in the database
as the selected image.
[0068] In an example embodiment, the external device
404 may receive changed user information (e.g., a profile
image) of the electronic device 401 from the server 406.
The external device 404 may update a contact list stored
in the memory of the external device 404, including re-
ceived user information. In another embodiment, the ex-
ternal device 404 may receive the contact list of the ex-
ternal device 404, including changed user information of
the electronic device 401, from the server 406. The ex-
ternal device 401 may store the contact list of the external
device 404 received from the server 406.
[0069] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
an electronic device according to various embodiments.
[0070] Referring to FIG. 5, at operation 501, the proc-
essor 120 (e.g., at least one processor including process-
ing circuitry) (or the function processing module 300 of
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FIG. 3) of the electronic device 101 may receive an image
related to a profile image change. In accordance with an
embodiment, the processor 120 may receive at least one
of a plurality of images stored in the memory 130 of the
electronic device 101.
[0071] In various embodiments, the plurality of images
may include an image received (or downloaded) through
an application capable of communication, such as a mes-
sage (e.g., SMS or MMS), a messenger (e.g., SNS) or
mail, or an image shared by an external device through
a direct (e.g., a wired) communication or wireless com-
munication (e.g., Bluetooth or Wi-Fi) function, in addition
to an image stored in the memory of the electronic device
401. In accordance with an embodiment, the plurality of
images may include, for example, a user photo (e.g., a
user photo photographed by a selfie function), a photo
photographed along with at least one friend (or peer) or
a travel photo.
[0072] In various embodiments, image selection may
be performed at least based on selection by a user (e.g.,
a change of a profile image of the electronic device 101
by a user), the update (e.g., addition and/or deletion) of
images stored in the memory 130 of the electronic device
101, the transmission (or upload) of an image to an ex-
ternal device (e.g., a counterpart electronic device) dur-
ing communication (e.g., communication using an SNS
application), the execution of selfie photographing by a
user, the detection of a cycle (e.g., time (e.g., a unit such
as a hour, day, week or month) according to a user con-
figuration) for detecting the configuration of a profile im-
age change, and the update (e.g., editing and/or addition)
of a contact list. For example, the processor 210 may
perform an operation of selecting an image for a profile
image change (or profile information update) in response
to the detection of a trigger for image selection (e.g., a
trigger for sharing a profile image). In various embodi-
ments, a trigger condition for image selection is not lim-
ited to the above contents, and may include various op-
erations related to the configuration of a profile image
change as triggers.
[0073] At operation 503, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a sharing target member. In accordance with an em-
bodiment, the processor 120 may identify a sharing target
member based on relation information related to the se-
lected image in response to a trigger. In an example em-
bodiment, the processor 120 may identify at least one
sharing target member (e.g., person or group) based on
user information corresponding to identified relation in-
formation in a contact list.
[0074] In accordance with an embodiment, the proc-
essor 120 may recognize an object by analyzing the se-
lected image and identify relation information using the
object. In accordance with an embodiment, the processor
120 may identify whether the analyzed object is an object
related to the user or an object related to another user.
For example, if the analyzed object is an object related
to the user, the processor 120 may identify the relation
information related to the image as first relation informa-

tion (e.g., a family relation). For another example, if the
analyzed object is an object related to another user, the
processor 120 may obtain user information, including a
profile image related to the object, from user information
(or profile information) related to another user of a contact
list, and may identify the relation information related to
the image as first relation information (e.g., a family re-
lation), second relation information (e.g., a friend relation)
or third relation information (e.g., a peer relation) based
on relation information configured in the obtained user
information. A process of identifying the relation informa-
tion according to various embodiments is described in
detail with reference to a drawing to be described later.
[0075] At operation 505, the processor 120 may share
the profile image with an external device corresponding
to a determined member. In an example embodiment,
the processor 120 may identify at least one member (e.g.,
a member within the contact list) having relation informa-
tion identified based on a result of the identification of the
relation information. The processor 120 may include an
operation of transmitting the selected image to the iden-
tified member and requesting the selected image to be
changed as a profile image of the user of the electronic
device 101.
[0076] In accordance with various embodiments, the
processor 120 may identify relation information related
to a selected first image (e.g., a selfie photographing im-
age) as the first relation information (e.g., a family rela-
tion). In this case, the processor 120 may identify a mem-
ber (e.g., a family member) that belongs to members reg-
istered with the contract list of the electronic device 101
and that corresponds to the first relation information. For
example, the member may include a family member de-
pending on the first relation information. The processor
120 may share the selected image with family members
as a profile image of the user of the electronic device
101, so an external device corresponding to the family
members change and configure the profile image of the
user of the electronic device 101 as the selected image.
[0077] In accordance with various embodiments, the
processor 120 may identify relation information related
to a selected second image (e.g., an image including at
least one different face) as first relation information (e.g.,
a family relation), second relation information (e.g., a
friend relation) or third relation information (e.g., a peer
relation). For example, if the face of a family member is
included in the second image, the processor 120 may
identify relation information related to the second image
as the first relation information. If the face of a friend is
included in the second image, the processor 120 may
identify relation information related to the second image
as the second relation information. If the face of a peer
is included in the second image, the processor 120 may
identify relation information related to the second image
as the third relation information.
[0078] The processor 120 may identify a member (e.g.,
a group to which the user of a different face belongs and
at least one member of the group) that belongs to mem-
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bers registered with the contract list of the electronic de-
vice 101 and that corresponds to identified relation infor-
mation. For example, the member may include a member
of a group, such as a family group, a friend group or a
peer group, depending on relation information. The proc-
essor 120 may sense the face of at least one different
user in a selected image through a scheme, such as face
detection, and may identify the sensed face of the differ-
ent user. The processor 120 may share a selected image
with the members of a corresponding group as a profile
image of the user of the electronic device 101, so the
profile image of the user of the electronic device 101 is
changed and configured as the selected image in a cor-
responding external device.
[0079] In accordance with an embodiment, the proc-
essor 120 may share (e.g., a first sharing method) a pro-
file image with at least one member corresponding to the
face of another user identified in a selected image. In
accordance with another embodiment, the processor 120
may share (e.g., a second sharing method) a profile im-
age with a plurality of (or all the) members of a group that
corresponds to the face of another user identified in a
selected image and to which at least one member be-
longs. In various embodiments, the sharing of a profile
image using the first sharing method or the second shar-
ing method may be selected based on the configuration
of the electronic device 101 by the user.
[0080] FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
sharing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments.
[0081] Referring to FIG. 6, at operation 601, the proc-
essor 120 of the electronic device 101 may monitor an
event related to the configuration of a profile image (or
profile photo). For example, the processor 120 may iden-
tify whether there is a trigger for sharing a profile image
of the user of the electronic device 101.
[0082] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may monitor at least one operation of a change of a profile
image of the user stored in the electronic device 101, the
storage or modification of an image in the gallery of the
electronic device 101, the execution of selfie (or photo)
photographing, the transmission of an image through di-
rect (or wired) communication or wireless communica-
tion, and a profile image sharing request from the user.
In an example embodiment, the processor 120 may iden-
tify at least one operation as a trigger for sharing a profile
image in response to the detection of the at least one
operation.
[0083] At operation 603, the processor 120 may ana-
lyze a target image (target image) in response to the de-
tection of the event related to the profile image configu-
ration.
[0084] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may identify a selected image as a target image for profile
image sharing in response to a change of a profile image
of the user of the electronic device 101, the storage of
an image in the gallery, selfie photographing, the trans-
mission of an image to the outside (e.g., another elec-

tronic device or the server) through communication (e.g.,
direct communication or wireless communication) or a
profile image sharing request from the user. In an exam-
ple embodiment, the processor 120 may identify one or
more objects (e.g., a person’s face) by performing an
image analysis operation on the identified target image.
In an example embodiment, the processor 120 may rec-
ognize an object (e.g., the face of the user or the face of
another user) through image processing at least based
on feature point extraction, face recognition (or facial rec-
ognition) or learning (e.g., machine learning) in the target
image.
[0085] At operation 605, the processor 120 may iden-
tify relation information. In an example embodiment, the
relation information is meaningfully configured by the us-
er of the electronic device 101, and may be configured
in association (or a mapping relation) with user informa-
tion (or profile information) (e.g., a name, a nickname, a
telephone number and/or an image (e.g., a profile im-
age)) of each user in the contract list of the electronic
device 101.
[0086] In an example embodiment, if an object in a
target image is an object related to the user (e.g., a user
face according to selfie photographing), the processor
120 may identify the target image as the first relation
information. In an example embodiment, if an object in a
target image is an object related to another user (e.g., a
family face, a friend face or a peer face), including or not
including the user, the relation definition module 320 may
identify the target image as the first relation information,
the second relation information or the third relation infor-
mation based on the object of the target image.
[0087] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may determine (or identify) at least one piece of user
information, including a profile image (e.g., a user face)
corresponding to an analyzed object (e.g., a user face),
in user information of the contact list. In an example em-
bodiment, the processor 120 may identify a relation with
the user based on relation information configured in the
determined at least one piece of user information. In an
example embodiment, the identification of relation infor-
mation about an object related to another user may be
performed through a comparison with an object (e.g., a
user face) analyzed in each of pieces of user information
of the contact list.
[0088] At operation 607, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a target member (e.g., a person or group) for profile
image sharing based on the relation information.
[0089] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may identify a member that belongs to members regis-
tered with the contact list and that corresponds to the
corresponding relation information based on the first re-
lation information, the second relation information or the
third relation information related to the target image. In
an example embodiment, the processor 120 may identify
the corresponding member of a target image as a target
member based on the configuration of the electronic de-
vice 101 or may identify a plurality of (or all the) members
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of a group to which the corresponding member of a target
image belongs as a target member.
[0090] At operation 609, the processor 120 may re-
quest a profile image configuration by sharing an image
with the identified target member. In an example embod-
iment, the processor 120 may transmit a target image to
an external device corresponding to the identified target
member, and may request a profile image related to the
user of the electronic device 101 to be changed (or con-
figured) based on the target image.
[0091] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an operation of
sharing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments.
[0092] FIG. 7 illustrates an example in which a first
image 710 (e.g., a selfie photo), a second image 720
(e.g., a photo including a friend), and a third image 730
(e.g., a travel photo) have been stored in the electronic
device 101. Furthermore, FIG. 7 may illustrate an exam-
ple in which pieces of user information (e.g., telephone
numbers) corresponding to the users of an first external
device 701, a second external device 702 and a third
external device 703, respectively, have been stored in
the contract list of the electronic device 101. In an exam-
ple embodiment, the relation between the user (e.g.,
AAA) of the electronic device 101 and the user (e.g., BBB)
of the first external device 701 may have first relation
information (e.g., a family relation), and the relation be-
tween the user of the electronic device 101 and the user
(e.g., CCC) of the second external device 702 may have
second relation information (e.g., a friend relation). In an
example embodiment, the electronic device 101 and the
third external device 703 may have a relation in which
the electronic device 101 transmits (or shares) an image
(e.g., the third image 730) to the third external device 703.
[0093] In an example embodiment, when a trigger for
sharing a profile image is sensed based on the first image
710, the electronic device 101 may share the first image
710 with at least one member having a first relation (e.g.,
a family relation) with the user of the electronic device
101 as the profile image. For example, the electronic de-
vice 101 may transmit the first image 710 to the first ex-
ternal device 701 having the first relation information and
request a profile image configuration from the first exter-
nal device 701. The first external device 701 may change
the profile image related to the user (e.g., AAA) of the
electronic device 101 into the received first image 710 in
the contact list 740 of the first external device 701. For
example, the first external device 701 may configure a
profile image 715 using the first image 710 shared with
the electronic device 101 by substituting the existing pro-
file image related to the user (e.g., AAA) of the electronic
device 101 with the profile image 715.
[0094] In an example embodiment, when a trigger for
sharing a profile image is sensed based on the second
image 720, the electronic device 101 may share the sec-
ond image 720 with at least one member having a second
relation (e.g., a friend relation) with the user of the elec-
tronic device 101 as the profile image. For example, the

electronic device 101 may transmit the second image
720 to the second external device 702 having the second
relation information and request a profile image config-
uration from the second external device 702. The second
external device 702 may change the profile image related
to the user (e.g., AAA) of the electronic device 101 into
the received second image 720 in the contact list 750 of
the second external device 702. For example, the second
external device 702 may configure a profile image 725
using the second image 720 shared with the electronic
device 101 by substituting the existing profile image re-
lated to the user (e.g., AAA) of the electronic device 101
with the profile image 725.
[0095] In an example embodiment, when the third im-
age 730 is shared with (or transmitted to) the third exter-
nal device 703 during communication (e.g., messenger-
based chatting), the electronic device 101 may request
a profile image configuration based on the shared third
image 730 from the third external device 703. The third
external device 703 may change a profile image related
to the user (e.g., AAA) of the electronic device 101 into
the received third image 730 in the contact list 760 of the
third external device 703. For example, the third external
device 703 may configure a profile image 735 using the
second image 730 shared with the electronic device 101
by substituting the existing profile image related to the
user (e.g., AAA) of the electronic device 101 with the
profile image 735.
[0096] In accordance with an embodiment, if the elec-
tronic device 101 has a communication history of sharing
an image with the third external device 703 (e.g., if the
electronic device 101 has fourth relation information), it
may request a profile image configuration from the third
external device 703. In accordance with an embodiment,
when a third image is shared with the third external device
703 during communication, the electronic device 101
may analyze relation information between the user of the
electronic device 101 and the user (e.g., DDD) of the
third external device 703, and may request a profile im-
age configuration based on the third image 730 from at
least one member having the corresponding relation in-
formation.
[0097] As described above, in accordance with various
embodiments, the electronic device 101 can analyze a
relation with a user using an image (or an object within
the image) and user information of the contact list, and
can automatically share a more proper profile image with
each external device (or each user) based on a relation
with the user. For example, a selfie image (e.g., best
photo) within the electronic device 101 can be automat-
ically configured as a profile image with respect to close
friend members, such as a family relation or friend rela-
tion with the user of the electronic device 101. For exam-
ple, if a group (e.g., a peer group) including persons is
included in an image of the electronic device 101, the
corresponding image can be automatically configured as
a profile image with respect to the members of the cor-
responding group. For example, if the electronic device
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101 has a history of sharing (e.g., transmission during
communication) an image with an external device, an
image transmitted to the corresponding external device
can be automatically configured as a profile image.
[0098] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
sharing a profile image in the electronic device according
to various embodiments.
[0099] Referring to FIG. 8, at operation 801, the proc-
essor 120 of the electronic device 101 may identify a
trigger related to a profile image change. In an example
embodiment, the processor 120 may identify a trigger for
sharing a profile image in response to the detection of at
least one of a change of a profile image of the user stored
in the electronic device 101, the storage or modification
of an image in the gallery of the electronic device 101,
the execution of selfie (or photo) photographing, the
transmission of an image through direct (or wired) com-
munication or wireless communication, and a profile im-
age sharing request from the user.
[0100] At operation 803, the processor 120 may iden-
tify the type of trigger in response to the identification of
the trigger. In an example embodiment, the processor
120 may identify whether the trigger corresponds to a
first trigger or a second trigger. In various embodiments,
the first trigger may include a trigger for sharing a profile
image by analyzing a relation with a user based on an
object within an image, for example. In various embodi-
ments, the second trigger may include a trigger for shar-
ing a profile image by analyzing a relation with a user
based on the sharing (or transmission) of an image with
(or to) an external device by the electronic device 101,
for example.
[0101] If the trigger is identified as a first trigger (Yes
at operation 805), the processor 120 may perform the
analysis of a first relation at operation 807. In accordance
with an embodiment, the analysis of the first relation may
include analyzing a relation with the user based on the
object of the image. For example, the processor 120 may
recognize an object in the image and analyze whether
the object is a single object or a plurality of objects.
[0102] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may identify whether a single object is the face of the
user or the face of another user. For example, when a
single object is an object corresponding to the face of the
user, the processor 120 may identify relation information
about a target member for profile image sharing (here-
inafter referred to as a "target member") as first relation
information (e.g., a family member). For example, when
a single object is an object corresponding to the face of
another user, the processor 120 may identify relation in-
formation about a target member as first relation infor-
mation (e.g., a family member) or second relation infor-
mation (e.g., a friend) or third relation information (e.g.,
a peer) based on a result of the recognition of the face
of another user.
[0103] In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may identify relation information about a target member
as first relation information (e.g., a family member), sec-

ond relation information (e.g., a friend) or third relation
information (e.g., a peer) based on a result of the recog-
nition of at least one of a plurality of objects.
[0104] At operation 809, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a member (or group) having the same relation infor-
mation as the identified relation information in the contact
list. In accordance with an embodiment, the processor
120 may identify a member (or group) having the first
relation information in the contact list in response to the
identification of the first relation information.
[0105] At operation 811, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a target member for profile image sharing. For exam-
ple, the processor 120 may identify at least one member
(e.g., having the same relation information) identified in
the contact list as a target member.
[0106] At operation 813, the processor 120 may share
the profile image with the identified target member, and
may request a profile image related to the user of the
electronic device 101 to be configured based on the
shared profile image. In accordance with an embodiment,
the processor 120 may transmit the target image to at
least one external device corresponding to the identified
target member using the communication module 190, so
a profile image related to the user of the electronic device
101 is configured and changed based on the target im-
age.
[0107] If the trigger is identified to be a second trigger
(No at operation 805), the processor 120 may perform
the analysis of a second relation at operation 821. In ac-
cordance with an embodiment, the analysis of the second
relation may include analyzing a relation with the user
based on information of an external device with (or to)
which an image has been shared (or transmitted) (e.g.,
a counterpart electronic device that is being communi-
cated (or connected for communication)). For example,
the processor 120 may recognize information (e.g., as
different user information, for example, a telephone
number) about the external device and analyze relation
information with the user based on the information of the
external device.
[0108] At operation 823, the processor 120 may iden-
tify whether the external device is included in an estab-
lished relation based on the results of the analysis. In
accordance with an embodiment, the processor 120 may
identify whether information of the external device has
been registered with the contact list or whether it has
shared a profile image with the external device before
based on a communication history.
[0109] If the external device is identified to be not in-
cluded in the established relation (No at operation 823),
the processor 120 may terminate the profile image shar-
ing operation for the corresponding external device.
[0110] If the external device is identified to be included
in the established relation (Yes at operation 823), the
processor 120 may request a profile image configuration
from the corresponding external device at operation 825.
For example, the processor 120 may request the external
device to configure a profile image related to the user of
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the electronic device 101 based on the image transmitted
to the external device using the communication module
190.
[0111] In accordance with various embodiments, a
profile image may be shared with other members having
the same relation information as relation information of
an external device in addition to an external device with
which an image has been shared. For example, the proc-
essor 120 may identify a member (or group) having the
same relation information in the contact list based on
relation information of an external device, and may re-
quest the identified member, that is, a target member, to
share and configure a profile image.
[0112] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
sharing a profile image based on relation information in
the electronic device according to various embodiments.
[0113] Referring to FIG. 9, at operation 901, the proc-
essor 120 of the electronic device 101 may analyze (or
identify) a trigger type. For example, in response to the
identification of a trigger, the processor 120 may identify
whether the identified trigger corresponds to a first trigger
for analyzing a relation with the user based on an object
within an image or whether the identified trigger corre-
sponds to a second trigger for analyzing a relation with
the user based on a communication history (e.g., a history
in which the electronic device 101 has shared (or trans-
mitted) an image with (or to) an external device. In an
example embodiment, the communication history may
include information indicative of a relation in which the
electronic device 101 and an external device have shared
an image, for example.
[0114] If the trigger is identified to be the first trigger at
operation 901, the processor 120 may identify whether
an image includes a single object of the user at operation
911, whether the image includes a single object of an-
other user at operation 921, or whether the image in-
cludes a plurality of objects at operation 931. In various
embodiments, operation 911, operation 921 and opera-
tion 931 may be performed in parallel or sequentially. In
accordance with an embodiment, the processor 120 may
recognize an object (e.g., a face) in an image through
image processing, and may identify whether the object
is a single object or a plurality of objects. If the object is
a single object, the processor 120 may identify whether
the corresponding object is an object of the user or an
object of another user.
[0115] When a single object of the user is recognized
in the image (Yes at operation 911), the processor 120
may identify first relation information at operation 913. In
an example embodiment, the processor 120 may identify
that the image includes only a user face, such as a selfie
image, and may identify a target member for profile image
sharing as a member (or group) having a first relation
(e.g., a family relation). In various embodiments, relation
information based on the object of an image may be con-
figured in various ways based on a user definition. For
example, a first image type (e.g., a selfie image or the
best photo) including only a user face may be shared

with members familiar with the user. The user may im-
plement the first image type in various ways based on a
user configuration, such as that the first image type is
configured (or mapped) in a first relation (e.g., a family
relation), configured (or mapped) in a second relation
(e.g., a friend relation) or configured (or mapped) in the
first relation and the second relation as a target member
for profile image sharing.
[0116] At operation 915, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a member (or group) corresponding to the identified
first relation information as a target member for profile
image sharing. In an example embodiment, the proces-
sor 120 may include an operation of enabling the identi-
fied target member to configure a profile image of the
user of the electronic device 101 based on a correspond-
ing image.
[0117] If a single object of another user is recognized
in the image (Yes at operation 921), the processor 120
may identify relation information at operation 923. In an
example embodiment, the processor 120 may identify
another user corresponding to the object using a face
recognition technology based on the object of an image.
The processor 120 may identify the relation information
in accordance with the relation between the determined
another user and the user. In an example embodiment,
if another user has been configured (or registered) as (or
with) the contact list as a family member, the processor
120 may identify relation information for a target member
as first relation information. In an example embodiment,
if another user has been configured (or registered) as (or
with) the contact list as a friend, the processor 120 may
identify relation information for a target member as sec-
ond relation information. In an example embodiment, if
another user has been configured (or registered) as (or
with) the contact list as a peer, the processor 120 may
identify relation information for a target member as third
relation information.
[0118] At operation 925, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a member (or group) corresponding to the identified
relation information as a target member for profile image
sharing. In accordance with various embodiments, an-
other user corresponding to an object within an image
may be configured as a target member, or the members
of a group to which another user corresponding to an
object within an image belongs (e.g., all of members hav-
ing the same relation information) may be configured as
a target member based on the definition of the user of
the electronic device 101. In an example embodiment,
the processor 120 may identify a target member on an
object basis or based on a group to which an object be-
longs according to such user definition (e.g., according
to an option configuration). In an example embodiment,
the processor 120 may include an operation of enabling
an identified target member to configure a profile image
of the user of the electronic device 101 based on a cor-
responding image.
[0119] When a plurality of objects (e.g., the faces of
other users) is recognized in the image (Yes at operation
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931), the processor 120 may proceed to operation 933
and perform operations subsequent to operation 933. In
accordance with various embodiments, when a plurality
of objects is included in an image, the processor 120 may
identify at least one group to which other users corre-
sponding to respective objects in the contact list belongs.
In accordance with an embodiment, other users corre-
sponding to the plurality of objects may belong to the
same group (e.g., a first group) in the contact list, may
belong to different groups (e.g., a second group) in the
contact list, or may include another user not belonging
to a group. In such a case, the processor 120 may include
all of the members of each group and another user not
belonging to a group in a target member. In accordance
with another embodiment, the processor 120 may identify
only members, corresponding to objects included in an
image, as a target member according to user definition.
[0120] If an object corresponding to a face is not iden-
tified in the image at operation 911, operation 921 and
operation 931 (e.g., a scenery image or an animal image),
the processor 120 may perform a corresponding opera-
tion at operation 933. In accordance with an embodiment,
if an object is not included in the image, the processor
120 may identify a member having configured relation
information as a target member or terminate an operation
for sharing a profile image based on an option configu-
ration according to the definition of the user of the elec-
tronic device 101. For example, assuming that the sec-
ond relation information has been configured with respect
to an image not including an object, the processor 120
may identify a member, having the second relation infor-
mation as a target member, as a target member. For
example, if an image not including an object has been
configured to be not shared as a profile image, the proc-
essor 120 may terminate an operation of sharing a profile
image.
[0121] If the trigger is identified as a second trigger at
operation 901, the processor 120 may identify relation
information based on information (e.g., user information
or a telephone number) related to an external device at
operation 941. In accordance with an embodiment, the
processor 120 may identify information related to an ex-
ternal device in the contact list and identify a relation es-
tablished with the user of the external device in the con-
tact list. For example, if the user of an external device
has been configured as a family member in the contact
list, the processor 120 may identify the first relation in-
formation. If the user of an external device has been con-
figured as a friend in the contact list, the processor 120
may identify the second relation information. In an exam-
ple embodiment, the user of an external device may be
a user not having a specific relation in the contact list or
the user of an external device may be a user not regis-
tered with the contact list. In such a case, the processor
120 may identify relation information according to the def-
inition of the user of the electronic device 101. In an ex-
ample embodiment, if the processor 120 has a history in
which it has shared an image with a corresponding ex-

ternal device based on a communication history, it may
identify fourth relation information (e.g., other relations).
In an example embodiment, if the processor 120 does
not have a communication history with a corresponding
external device, it may identify the user of the correspond-
ing external device as a non-registration relation and ter-
minate an operation of sharing a profile image or may
identify only the user of the external device as a target
member.
[0122] At operation 943, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a member (or group) corresponding to the identified
relation information as a target member for profile image
sharing. In accordance with various embodiments, the
processor 120 may configure only the user of an external
device as a target member or configure the members of
a group to which the user of an external device belongs
(e.g., all of members having the same relation informa-
tion) as a target member according to the definition of
the user of the electronic device 101. In an example em-
bodiment, the processor 120 may include an operation
of identifying a target member according to user defini-
tion, such as that described above (e.g., according to an
option configuration), and enabling the identified target
member to configure a profile image of the user of the
electronic device 101 based on a corresponding image.
[0123] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation
of configuring a profile image related to an external device
in the electronic device according to various embodi-
ments.
[0124] Referring to FIG. 10, at operation 1001, the
processor 120 of the electronic device 101 may receive
a trigger related to a profile image change from an exter-
nal device. In an example embodiment, the processor
120 may receive an image and configuration request re-
lated to a change of a profile image related to the user
of an external device from the external device. In an ex-
ample embodiment, the processor 120 may include an
operation of storing an image received from an external
device.
[0125] At operation 1003, the processor 120 may iden-
tify the external device in the contract list of the electronic
device 101 in response to the reception of the trigger. In
accordance with an embodiment, the processor 120 may
identify information (e.g., user information, device iden-
tity information or a telephone number) related to the ex-
ternal device that has generated the trigger related to the
profile image change, and may identify a member corre-
sponding to (or including) the information identified in the
contact list.
[0126] At operation 1005, the processor 120 may
change a profile image related to the user of the external
device. In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may configure the profile image related to the user of the
external device based on an image received from the
external device.
[0127] FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an operation
of configuring a profile image related to an external device
in the electronic device according to various embodi-
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ments.
[0128] Referring to FIG. 11, at operation 1101, the
processor 120 of the electronic device 101 may receive
a trigger related to a profile image change from an exter-
nal device. In an example embodiment, the processor
120 may receive an image and configuration request re-
lated to a change of a profile image related to the user
of an external device from the external device. In an ex-
ample embodiment, the processor 120 may include an
operation of storing an image received from an external
device.
[0129] At operation 1103, the processor 120 may iden-
tify the external device in the contract list of the electronic
device 101 in response to the reception of the trigger. In
accordance with an embodiment, the processor 120 may
identify information (e.g., user information, device iden-
tity information or a telephone number) related to the ex-
ternal device that has generated the trigger related to the
profile image change, and may identify a member corre-
sponding to (or including) the information identified in the
contact list.
[0130] At operation 1105, the processor 120 may iden-
tify a profile image related to the user of the identified
external device in response to the identification of the
external device. In an example embodiment, the proces-
sor 120 may check the configuration state of the profile
image in user information related to the user of the ex-
ternal device in the contact list. In an example embodi-
ment, the configuration state of a profile image may in-
dicate a first state (e.g., configuration state) if the profile
image has been registered with (or configured) in the
profile image region of user information (or profile infor-
mation) related to the user or may indicate a second state
(e.g., non-configuration state) if the profile image region
is a blank state (or empty), for example.
[0131] At operation 1107, the processor 120 may
check whether the profile image related to the user of the
external device is in the non-configuration state or the
configuration state based on a result of the identification
at operation 1105.
[0132] At operation 1107, when the profile image is
checked to be the non-configuration state (Yes at oper-
ation 1107), the processor 120 may change the profile
image related to the user of the external device at oper-
ation 1111. In an example embodiment, the processor
120 may change and configure the profile image related
to the user of the external device based on an image
received from the external device.
[0133] When the profile image is checked to be the
configuration state (No at operation 1107), the processor
120 may check whether an option is an activation state
at operation 1109. For example, the electronic device
101 may include a first option (e.g., automatic change
activation (or function on)) for automatically changing and
configuring a profile image in response to a request from
an external device and a second option (e.g., automatic
change deactivation (or function off)) for requesting a us-
er to identify a profile image when a request is made by

an external device or not automatically changing a profile
image in relation to the automatic change of the profile
image related to the user of the external device. The first
option and the second option may be set by a user.
[0134] When the option is the activation state (e.g., first
operation state) (Yes at operation 1109), the processor
120 may change the profile image related to the user of
the external device at operation 1111.
[0135] When the option is the deactivation state (e.g.,
second option state) (No at operation 1109), the proces-
sor 120 may maintain the profile image related to the
user of the external device at operation 1113. For exam-
ple, the processor 120 may stop (or skip) an operation
of changing a profile image related to the user of an ex-
ternal device, and may maintain an already registered
profile image.
[0136] FIGS. 12A and 12B are diagrams illustrating ex-
amples of an operation of sharing a profile image in the
electronic device according to various embodiments.
[0137] FIGS. 12A and 12B illustrate an example of var-
ious embodiments in which a user performs selfie pho-
tographing using the electronic device 101 and a selfie-
photographed selfie image has been selected as a target
image for profile image sharing. FIGS. 12A and 12B il-
lustrate an example in which a selfie image including only
a user face is shared with members having a first relation
(e.g., family relation) with the user of the electronic device
101 as a profile image of the electronic device 101. In
accordance with various embodiments, when selfie im-
ages are generated by the user through selfie photo-
graphing, the first electronic device 101 may automati-
cally configure the best photo of the selfie images as a
profile image of the user of the first electronic device 101.
[0138] FIG. 12A illustrates an example of a screen of
the electronic device 101 (hereinafter referred to as a
"first electronic device 101") that shares a profile image.
FIG. 12B illustrates an example of a screen of any one
(hereinafter referred to as a "second electronic device
104") of the electronic devices (e.g., electronic devices
that will receive a shared profile image) of members hav-
ing corresponding relations with the user of the first elec-
tronic device 101.
[0139] FIGS. 12A and 12B are described with refer-
ence to the first electronic device 101 and the second
electronic device 104, respectively. FIG. 12A illustrates
an example of a screen on which the first electronic de-
vice 101 displays profile information 1210 (e.g., Jack
McArdell) of the user of the first electronic device 101.
[0140] In various embodiments, a user interface in
which the profile information 1210 is displayed may in-
clude a region 1211 a in which a representative profile
image of the user is displayed and a region 1211 b in
which a plurality of sub-profile images is displayed. In an
example embodiment, the profile information 1210 of
FIG. 12A may illustrate the state in which a sub-profile
image has not been configured in the region 1211 b in
which a sub-profile image is displayed.
[0141] In accordance with various embodiments, the
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user interface may include an icon 1215 for manually
changing or sharing a profile image of the user. In an
example embodiment, the first electronic device 101 may
change or share a profile image of the user when the
icon 1215 for changing or sharing the profile image of
the user is selected by the user.
[0142] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include a region 1212 in which user
information including the name and job of the user and
the type (or name) of the electronic device are displayed,
a region 1213 in which the profile sharing function of the
first electronic device 101 has been activated or deacti-
vated in response to a user input, and a contact informa-
tion region 1214 in which contact information related to
the user is displayed. In an example embodiment, the
contact information may include a wireless telephone
number, a wired telephone number or an account (or e-
mail).
[0143] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include a member region 1220 in
which members grouped based on relations with the user
or an individual member is displayed. In an example em-
bodiment, members according to a user configuration
may be displayed in the member region 1220. For exam-
ple, a member having relation information according to
a user configuration may be displayed in the member
region 1220. FIG. 12A illustrates an example in which
members having first relation information (e.g., family)
with the user are displayed. For example, the members
of the member region 1220 may include a family member
of "Jack McArdell" (hereinafter referred to as "Jack"), that
is, the user of the first electronic device. The members
may include "James McArdell" (hereinafter referred to as
"James") that is a father, "Jane K. McArdell" that is a
mother, "Ashly McArdell" that is a brother, and "Peter K.
McArdell" that is a child. The members may be displayed
based on user information (e.g., a nickname, a name or
a telephone number) related to the members and profile
images.
[0144] In accordance with various embodiments, when
the selfie image 1211 a of the user is selected by the first
electronic device 101, the first electronic device 101 may
share the selfie image with the members having the first
relation information in the contact list as a profile image.
In various embodiments, an example in which the selfie
image 1211 a of the first electronic device 101 has been
shared with the second electronic device 104 having the
first relation information is illustrated in FIG. 12B.
[0145] Referring to FIG. 12B, the second electronic de-
vice 104 may be the electronic device of one of the mem-
bers having the first relation information with the user of
the first electronic device 101, for example, "James" that
is the father of the user of the first electronic device 101.
FIG. 12B illustrates an example of a screen on which the
second electronic device 104 displays profile information
1240 of "Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic de-
vice 101, that is, one member of a contact list stored in
the second electronic device 104.

[0146] In various embodiments, the user interface in
which the profile information 1240 of another user (e.g.,
"Jack") is displayed (e.g., a user interface provided in
response to a display request for the profile information
of "Jack" in the contact list) may include a region 1241 a
in which a representative profile image is displayed and
a region 1241 b in which a plurality of sub-profile images
is displayed. A profile image of "Jack" (e.g., the profile
image of "Jack") shared by the first electronic device 101
may have been automatically configured (or changed) in
the region 1241 a in which a representative profile image
is displayed. The plurality of sub-profile image regions
1241 b may include profile images related to "Jack" and
previously shared by the first electronic device 101.
[0147] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include an icon 1245 for manually
changing a profile image related to the user of another
electronic device (e.g., the first electronic device 101). In
an example embodiment, the second electronic device
104 may change a profile image of "Jack" by detecting
that the icon 1245 capable of changing a profile image
of the user (e.g., "Jack") of the first electronic device 101
is selected by a user.
[0148] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include user information 1242 includ-
ing the name and job of another user (e.g., "Jack") or the
type (or name) of the electronic device and a contact
information region 1244 in which contact information re-
lated to "Jack" is displayed. In an example embodiment,
the contact information may include the wireless tele-
phone number, wired telephone number or account (or
e-mail) of "Jack."
[0149] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include a communication log region
1246 indicative of a communication log (e.g., a recent
call list) between "James", that is, the user of the second
electronic device 104, and "Jack", that is, the user of the
first electronic device 101.
[0150] As described above, in accordance with various
embodiments, when a trigger related to a change of a
profile image related to a first user is generated in the
first electronic device 101, the profile image of the user
of the first electronic device 101 can also be automatically
changed in at least one different electronic device (e.g.,
the second electronic device 104) that has relation infor-
mation obtained based on an image according to the trig-
ger.
[0151] FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of sharing a profile image in the electronic
device according to various embodiments.
[0152] FIG. 13 illustrates an example of a screen in
which the user of the electronic device 101 is "Jack." In
an example embodiment, various applications capable
of configuring (or registering) a profile image, such as a
contact information application for a contact list, may
have been installed in the electronic device 101. The
electronic device 101 may configure a shared profile im-
age of "Jack" (or a profile image configured in the elec-
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tronic device 101 as user profile information) as a profile
image of the application within the electronic device 101.
For example, when a profile image related to the user is
changed in the contact information application, the cor-
responding profile image may be shared with various oth-
er applications in which the profile image is displayed,
so the profile image can be used as profile images of
various other applications.
[0153] In an example embodiment, a health-related
application may have been installed in the electronic de-
vice 101. In an example embodiment, the health-related
application may be an application capable of configuring
an image (e.g., a profile image) as information related to
the user. Accordingly, in various embodiments, when a
representative profile image is configured in the electron-
ic device 101 or a profile image is shared with an external
device, the electronic device 101 may share the corre-
sponding profile image with applications within the elec-
tronic device 101.
[0154] In accordance with an embodiment, as illustrat-
ed in FIG. 13, as in an example of a screen 1310 in which
the health-related application has been executed in the
electronic device 101, a shared profile image may be
automatically shared as a profile image of the health-
related application and displayed. In an example embod-
iment, the executed screen 1310 may include a region
1311 in which a profile image of the health-related appli-
cation is displayed, a region 1312 in which user informa-
tion is displayed, and a region 1320 in which health-re-
lated information is displayed. In an example embodi-
ment, a shared image may be displayed in the profile
image region 1311 of the health-related application as a
profile image of the electronic device 101.
[0155] FIGS. 14A, 14B and 14C are diagrams illustrat-
ing examples of an operation of sharing a profile image
in the electronic device according to various embodi-
ments.
[0156] FIGS. 14A, 14B and 14C may illustrate one of
various embodiments in which the electronic device 101
has selected one image from the gallery and the selected
image has been configured as a target image for profile
image sharing. For example, FIGS. 14A, 14B and 14C
illustrate a case where a selected image includes the
faces of a plurality of users, and may show an example
in which the selected image is shared with members hav-
ing relation information (e.g., a family relation) according
to the faces of users as a profile image of the electronic
device 101.
[0157] FIG. 14A illustrates an example of a screen of
the electronic device 101 that shares a profile image
(hereinafter referred to as a "first electronic device 101).
FIGS. 14B and 14C illustrate examples of screens of the
electronic devices (e.g., electronic devices that receive
a shared profile image) (e.g., the second electronic de-
vice 104 and a third electronic device 1405) of members
having corresponding relations with the user of the first
electronic device 101.
[0158] In an example embodiment, the user of the first

electronic device 101 may be "Jack McArdell" (hereinaf-
ter referred to as "Jack"), the user of the second electronic
device 104 may be "James McArdell" (hereinafter re-
ferred to as "James"), and the user of the third electronic
device 1405 may be "Peter McArdell" (hereinafter re-
ferred to as "Peter"). In an example embodiment, the user
"James" of the second electronic device 104 and the user
"Peter" of the third electronic device 1405 may have been
configured as the members of one group (e.g., a family
group) in the contact list of the first electronic device 101.
[0159] Referring to FIG. 14A, a plurality of images may
have been stored in the gallery of the first electronic de-
vice 101. The plurality of images may include an image
1411 including the faces of a plurality of users. In an
example embodiment, in FIG. 14A, the first electronic
device 101 may receive the image 1411, belonging to
the stored images and including the faces of a plurality
of users, as a target image for profile image sharing. The
first electronic device 101 may identify that the selected
image 1411 includes the face of the user (e.g., "Jack")
of the electronic device 101 and the face of "Peter"
through the image analysis (e.g., object recognition
based on image processing) of the image 1411. In an
example embodiment, an operation of identifying a user
related to an object (e.g., face) in the image 1411 may
include, for example, identifying a face in the selected
image 1411 and identifying that the face identified in the
selected image 1411 corresponds to one of members
stored in the contact list by comparing the identified face
with profile images of the members of the contact list.
[0160] The first electronic device 101 may identify re-
lation information about "Peter" recognized in the image
1411. In an example embodiment, the first electronic de-
vice 101 may identify a group to which "Peter" belongs
and identify relation information regarding the corre-
sponding group. In accordance with an embodiment, the
first electronic device 101 may share the selected image
1411 with all of members within the group indicated by
the identified relation information as a profile image of
the user of the first electronic device 101. In accordance
with an embodiment, the first electronic device 101 may
share the selected image 1411 with only "Peter" included
in the selected image 1411 as a profile image of the user
of the first electronic device 101.
[0161] Referring to FIG. 14B, the second electronic de-
vice 104 may be the electronic device of "James", that
is, one of the members of a group (e.g., a group to which
"Peter" included in the selected image 1411 belongs) in-
dicated by relation information identified based on the
image 1411 selected by the first electronic device 101 in
FIG. 14A.
[0162] FIG. 14B illustrates an example of a screen of
a user interface in which profile information 1440 of
"Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device 101,
is displayed in the second electronic device 104.
[0163] In various embodiments, the user interface may
include a region 1441 a in which a representative profile
image of "Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic
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device 101, is displayed and a region 1441b in which a
plurality of sub-profile images is displayed. The repre-
sentative profile image may include an image (e.g., the
image 1411 of FIG. 14A) automatically shared by the first
electronic device 101 as a profile image of "Jack." For
example, the second electronic device 104 may have
automatically configured (or changed) the image 1411
shared by the first electronic device 101 as a profile image
of the user "Jack" of the first electronic device 101. The
region 1441 b in which a plurality of sub-profile images
is displayed may include profile images related to "Jack"
and previously shared by the first electronic device 101.
[0164] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include an icon 1445 for manually
changing a profile image related to the user of the first
electronic device 101. In an example embodiment, the
second electronic device 104 may include the icon 1445
capable of changing a profile image of "Jack", that is, the
user of the first electronic device 101. When the icon
1445 is selected by a user, the second electronic device
104 may change a profile image of "Jack."
[0165] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include user information 1442 includ-
ing the name and job of "Jack" or the type (or name) of
the electronic device and a contact information region
1444 in which contact information related to "Jack" is dis-
played. In an example embodiment, the contact informa-
tion may include the wireless telephone number, wired
telephone number or account (or e-mail) of "Jack."
[0166] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user interface may include a communication log region
1446 indicative of a communication log (e.g., a recent
call list) between "James", that is, the user of the second
electronic device 104, and "Jack", that is, the user of the
first electronic device 101.
[0167] Referring to FIG. 14C, the third electronic de-
vice 1405 may be the electronic device of "Peter" that
belongs to the faces identified in the image 1411 selected
by the first electronic device 101 in FIG. 14A and that
corresponds to the face of a profile image of the members
of the contact list of the first electronic device 101.
[0168] FIG. 14C illustrates an example of a screen of
a user interface in which profile information 1450 of
"Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device 101,
is displayed in the third electronic device 1405.
[0169] In various embodiments, the user interface may
include elements corresponding to those described with
reference to FIG. 14B. For example, the third electronic
device 1405 may also provide a user interface in which
a profile image related to the user "Jack" of the first elec-
tronic device 101 is changed in the contact list of the third
electronic device 1405 based on the image 1411 shared
by the first electronic device 101 and the changed profile
image is included.
[0170] In FIG. 14C, elements (e.g., 1450, 1451a,
1451b, 1452, 1454, 1455 and 1456) related to the user
interface of the third electronic device 1405 may corre-
spond to the elements (e.g., 1440, 1441a, 1441b, 1442,

1444, 1445 and 1446) described with reference to FIG.
14B, and a detailed description thereof is not repeated.
[0171] As described above, in accordance with various
embodiments, when a trigger related to a change of a
profile image related to a user is generated in the first
electronic device 101, a profile image of the user of the
first electronic device 101 may be automatically changed
in at least one different electronic device (e.g., the second
electronic device 104 and the third electronic device
1405) having relation information obtained based on an
image according to the trigger.
[0172] FIGS. 15A, 15B and 15C are diagrams illustrat-
ing examples of an operation of sharing a profile image
in the electronic device according to various embodi-
ments.
[0173] FIGS. 15A, 15B and 15C illustrate various em-
bodiments in which while the first electronic device 101
and the second electronic device 104 communicate with
each other, an image transmitted from the first electronic
device 101 to the second electronic device 104 is shared
with the second electronic device 104 as a profile image
related to the user of the first electronic device 101. For
example, if the first electronic device 101 transmits a se-
lected image 1550 to a counterpart electronic device
(e.g., the second electronic device 104) communicating
with the first electronic device 101 and the user of the
second electronic device 104 has specific relation infor-
mation with the first electronic device 101, the first elec-
tronic device 101 may enable the image 1550 transmitted
to the second electronic device 104 to be configured as
a profile image related to the user of the first electronic
device 101. In accordance with an embodiment, if the
transmitted image 1550 is an image shared with other
electronic devices as a profile image of the user of the
first electronic device 101, the first electronic device 101
may share the corresponding image 1550 as a profile
image. In accordance with an embodiment, the first elec-
tronic device 101 may share the image 1550 with other
members included in a contact list and having corre-
sponding relation information as a profile image of the
first electronic device 101 based on specific relation in-
formation with the second electronic device 104.
[0174] As illustrated in FIG. 15A, the first electronic de-
vice 101 may display a dialogue box 1510 for exchanging
messages (or for chatting) with the user of the second
electronic device 104. In an example embodiment, it may
be assumed that the user of the first electronic device
101 is "Jack McArdell" (hereinafter referred to as "Jack")
and the user of the second electronic device 104 who
exchanges messages with the first electronic device 101
is "Anna Bell" (hereinafter referred to as "Anna").
[0175] In an example embodiment, the dialogue box
1510 displayed in the first electronic device 101 may be
a box that has been activated for "Jack", that is, the user
of the first electronic device 101, to exchange messages
with "Anna", that is, the user of the second electronic
device 104. In an example embodiment, the dialogue box
1510 may include a profile image region in which an im-
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age object (e.g., an image icon) 1545 corresponding to
a profile image of the user (e.g., "Anna") of the second
electronic device 104 is displayed. Messages received
from the second electronic device 104 in proximity to (or
association with) the image object 1545 may be arranged
on the left and displayed. In an example embodiment,
when "Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device
101 in which the dialogue box 1510 is displayed, inputs
a message to the dialogue box 1510, the input message
may be arranged on the right of the dialogue box 1510
and displayed. In an example embodiment, the display
of an image object corresponding to a profile image of
"Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device 101
in which the dialogue box 1510 is displayed, may be omit-
ted (or the image object may not be displayed).
[0176] Referring to FIG. 15A, "Jack", that is, the user
of the electronic device 101, may upload the image 1550
into the dialogue box 1510 in order to transmit the image
to "Anna." The first electronic device 101 may transmit
the image 1550 to the second electronic device 104 using
configured wireless communication in response to the
uploading of the image 1550 by "Jack." In an example
embodiment, the image 1550 transmitted by the first elec-
tronic device 101 may be displayed in the dialogue box
1510. The first electronic device 101 may select the trans-
mitted image 1550 as a profile image of the user "Jack"
of the first electronic device 101. The first electronic de-
vice 101 may share the selected image 1550 with another
member who belongs to the members of the contact list
and who has corresponding relation information as a pro-
file image of the first electronic device 101 based on re-
lation information with the user "Anna" of the second elec-
tronic device 104.
[0177] The second electronic device 104 illustrated in
FIG. 15B may be the electronic device of "Anna" that
receives the image 1550 transmitted by the first electron-
ic device 101 through communication with the first elec-
tronic device 101 of FIG. 15A. The second electronic de-
vice 104 may display a dialogue box 1540 that has been
activated to exchange messages with the first electronic
device 101.
[0178] In an example embodiment, the dialogue box
1540 displayed by the second electronic device 104 may
include a profile image region in which an image object
(e.g., an image icon) 1541 corresponding to a profile im-
age of "Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device
101, is displayed. Messages received from the first elec-
tronic device 101 in proximity to (or association with) the
image object 1541 may be arranged on the left and dis-
played. In an example embodiment, when "Anna", that
is, the user of the second electronic device 104 in which
the dialogue box 1540 is displayed inputs a message to
the dialogue box 1540, the input message may be ar-
ranged on the right of the dialogue box 1540 and dis-
played. In an example embodiment, the display of an
image object corresponding to a profile image of "Anna",
that is, the user of the second electronic device 104 in
which the dialogue box 1540 is displayed, may be omitted

(or the image object may not be displayed).
[0179] Referring to FIG. 15B, the second electronic de-
vice 104 may have automatically configured (or changed)
the image 1550 shared by the first electronic device 101
as a profile image of "Jack", that is, the user of the first
electronic device 101. Accordingly, the second electronic
device 104 may display the image object 1541, corre-
sponding to the profile image of "Jack" of the first elec-
tronic device 101, in the dialogue box 1540 as a profile
image related to the image 1550 shared by "Jack"
through the dialogue box 1540.
[0180] FIG. 15C illustrates an example of a screen of
a user interface in which profile information 1560 of
"Jack", that is, the user of the first electronic device 101,
is displayed in the second electronic device 104.
[0181] In various embodiments, the user interface may
include elements corresponding to the elements de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 14B. For example, the sec-
ond electronic device 104 may also provide a user inter-
face in which a profile image related to the user "Jack"
of the first electronic device 101 is changed in the contact
list of the second electronic device 104 based on the
image 1550 shared by the first electronic device 101 and
the changed profile image is included. For example, in
the user interface, a profile image of "Jack" may be con-
figured based on the image 1550 shared by the first elec-
tronic device 101 and displayed in a region 1561 a in
which a representative profile image of "Jack" is dis-
played.
[0182] In FIG. 15C, elements (e.g., 1561 a, 1561b,
1562, 1564, 1565 and 1566) of the second electronic
device 104 related to the user interface may correspond
to the elements (e.g., 1440, 1441 a, 1441b, 1442, 1444,
1445 and 1446) described with reference to FIG. 14B,
and a detailed description thereof is not repeated.
[0183] In accordance with various embodiments, the
first electronic device 101 may identify relation informa-
tion by analyzing the contents of messages exchanged
with the second electronic device 104. For example, the
first electronic device 101 may identify that the user "An-
na" of the second electronic device 104 has specific re-
lation information based on the contents of messages
exchanged with the second electronic device 104. In an
example embodiment, if the contents of messages ex-
changed with the first electronic device 101 include a
phrase or word meaning a family, such as "Mother", "Fa-
ther", "Older brother", "Older sister" or "Home", the first
electronic device 101 may identify that the user "Anna"
of the second electronic device 104 is included in relation
information (e.g., first relation information) configured as
a family relation. In an example embodiment, if the con-
tents of messages exchanged with the first electronic de-
vice 101 include a phrase or word meaning close rela-
tions (e.g., friend), such as "Friend" or "School", the first
electronic device 101 may identify that the user "Anna"
of the second electronic device 104 is included in relation
information (e.g., second relation information) configured
as close relations (or a friend relation).

37 38 



EP 3 396 618 A1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0184] In an example embodiment, if there is no image
shared with the second electronic device 104, the first
electronic device 101 may share the best photo (e.g., a
selfie image) stored in the first electronic device 101 as
a profile image related to the user of the first electronic
device 101.
[0185] As described above, in accordance with various
embodiments, when the first electronic device 101 trans-
mits an image to the second electronic device 104 that
communicates with the first electronic device 101, it may
enable a profile image related to the user of the first elec-
tronic device 101 to be changed into the transmitted im-
age in the contact list of the second electronic device 104
based on relation information with the second electronic
device 104. In accordance with an embodiment, the first
electronic device 101 may enable an image transmitted
to the second electronic device 104 to be shared with
another member having the same relation information as
relation information of the second electronic device 104
in the contact list of the first electronic device 101, so the
transmitted image is configured as a profile image of the
user of the first electronic device 101.
[0186] FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of sharing a profile image in the electronic
device according to various embodiments.
[0187] FIG. 16 illustrates an example of a screen of a
user interface displayed when a call is performed in the
second electronic device 104. For example, in FIG. 16,
it may be assumed that the second electronic device 104
has configured an image, shared by the first electronic
device 101, as a profile image related to the user of the
first electronic device 101 in the contact list based on the
image shared by the first electronic device 101.
[0188] In accordance with an embodiment, the second
electronic device 104 may display a screen 1670 of a
user interface related to call reception (hereinafter re-
ferred to as a "call screen 1670") in response to the re-
ception of a call signal from the first electronic device
101. In an example embodiment, the call screen 1670
may include a region in which an image object (e.g., im-
age icon) 1671 corresponding to a profile image of the
user "Jack" of the first electronic device 101 is displayed
based on an image shared by the first electronic device
101 and a region in which contact information 1672 re-
lated to the user "Jack" of the first electronic device 101
is displayed. In an example embodiment, the contact in-
formation may include a telephone number related to the
user "Jack" of the first electronic device 101 (e.g., the
telephone number of the first electronic device 101) and
the name or account (or e-mail) of the user "Jack."
[0189] In an example embodiment, the call screen
1670 may include a region in which information 1673
regarding the user of the first electronic device 101 input
to (or registered with) the contact list of the second elec-
tronic device 104 is displayed. In an example embodi-
ment, the information regarding the user may include in-
formation regarding the birthday of the user or a schedule
with the user.

[0190] In an example embodiment, the call screen
1670 may include a region in which at least one object
1674 (e.g., a permission icon and/or a rejection icon) ca-
pable of receiving an input related to the permission or
rejection of call reception by a user is displayed. For ex-
ample, when the icon for selecting (e.g., touch or swipe)
a call is selected by a user, the second electronic device
104 may connect the call with a counterpart electronic
device. When the icon for rejecting (e.g., touch or swipe)
a call is selected by a user, the second electronic device
104 may reject a call request from a counterpart elec-
tronic device.
[0191] In an example embodiment, the call screen
1670 may include a region in which a message object
1675 (e.g., icon) for transmitting a message to a coun-
terpart electronic device is displayed while a call is re-
ceived from the counterpart electronic device. In an ex-
ample embodiment, when the message object 1675 is
selected (e.g., a touch or swipe) by a user while a call is
received, the second electronic device 104 may display
a screen in which a specific message can be selected
(or input) in a pop-up form.
[0192] The examples in which the electronic device
101 according to various embodiments shares a profile
image selected by the electronic device 101 based on
relation information of a contact list with at least one dif-
ferent electronic device as a profile image related to the
user of the electronic device 101 have been described
above. An example in which the electronic device 101
according to various embodiments shares an image se-
lected by the electronic device 101 based on a user ac-
count related to the user of the electronic device 101 with
an application (e.g., a plurality of applications installed in
the electronic device 101) and another electronic device
(e.g., a plurality of electronic devices (or multiple devices)
grouped based on a user account) is described below.
[0193] FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of sharing a profile image based on an ac-
count in the electronic device according to various em-
bodiments.
[0194] As illustrated in FIG. 17, at least one application,
such as a first application 1701, a second application
1702 and a third application 1703, may be installed in
the electronic device 101. In accordance with various em-
bodiments, the user of the electronic device 101 may use
at least one different electronic device, such as a first
device 1710, a second device 1720 or a third device
1730, including the electronic device 101. In accordance
with various embodiments, at least one of the applica-
tions (e.g., the first application 1701, the second appli-
cation 1702 and the third application 1703) installed in
the electronic device 101 may be installed in other elec-
tronic devices (e.g., the first device 1710, the second
device 1720 and the third device 1730) in common.
[0195] In accordance with various embodiments, the
first application 1701, the second application 1702 and
the third application 1730 may be applications with which
a user account (e.g., samsung@samsung.com) can be
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registered.
[0196] In accordance with various embodiments, a us-
er may open the same user account as a user account
(e.g., samsung@samsung.com) open through the elec-
tronic device 101 in the first device 1710, the second
device 1720 and the third device 1730. When the user
account is open in the first device 1710, the second de-
vice 1720 and the third device 1730, they may be oper-
atively connected to other devices belonging to the same
user account in addition to the electronic device 101. In
accordance with an embodiment, the first device 1710,
the second device 1720 and the third device 1730 may
have a common environment (e.g., an application) with
the electronic device 101 based on the user account.
[0197] In accordance with various embodiments, the
user account is information about a user (e.g., account
information), and may include profile information, for ex-
ample. In an example embodiment, the profile informa-
tion may include a variety of types of information, such
as information necessary for a user to log on to a system,
for example, the identity number (e.g., an e-mail address
and/or a telephone number), name, password, location
information (e.g., a country or area), use language infor-
mation, profile image and address of the user, and the
access permissions and access restrictions of the user.
In accordance with various embodiments, the account
information may include application information connect-
ed based on a user account and device information based
on a user account.
[0198] In various embodiments, the user account may
include, for example, a user ID (e.g., an e-mail address
and/or a telephone number) and a password and may
be generated by a user for the purpose of a person’s
identification and security. In various embodiments, the
user account may be assigned rights to use the system
(e.g., the electronic device 101, the devices 1710, 1720
and 1730, and the applications 1701, 1702 and 1703) of
a user, for example. For example, the user ID may include
information capable of uniquely identifying a user in the
electronic device 101, an application installed in the elec-
tronic device 101 or another device.
[0199] In various embodiments, when a user account
is open (or input) by the electronic device 101, account
information related to the user account may be registered
with a server (e.g., the server 406 of FIG. 4). In an ex-
ample embodiment, a user may open a user account
using the electronic device 101 and register the user ac-
count with the server 406. In an example embodiment,
when the user account open by the user through the elec-
tronic device 101 is configured (or input) in (or to) the first
device 1710, the first device 1710 may be synchronized
with the electronic device 101 through the server 406 to
share application information or shared content (e.g., an
image) stored in the electronic device 101.
[0200] Referring to FIG. 17, in accordance with various
embodiments, when a trigger for sharing a profile image
of a user is identified, the electronic device 101 may iden-
tify the sharing target of the profile image based on ac-

count information. For example, when the user changes
the profile image of the user account into a selected im-
age, the electronic device 101 may identify an application
(e.g., the first to third applications 1701, 1702 and 1703)
and a device (e.g., the first to third devices 1710, 1720
and 1730) belonging to the account information. The
electronic device 101 may enable the identified applica-
tion and device to change the profile image into the se-
lected image.
[0201] In an example embodiment, the electronic de-
vice 101 may enable an application to connect an image
connected to a profile image to a selected image, so the
selected image is displayed in the profile image region
of the application. In an example embodiment, the elec-
tronic device 101 may transmit a selected image to the
server 406 as a profile image of a user account, so the
profile image of the user account is changed.
[0202] In accordance with various embodiments, when
a profile image of a user account is changed, the elec-
tronic device 101 may identify relation information by an-
alyzing an image selected as the profile image so that
the profile image is shared based on the relation infor-
mation, as in the aforementioned embodiment.
[0203] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating an operation
of sharing a profile image in the electronic device accord-
ing to various embodiments.
[0204] Referring to FIG. 18, at operation 1801, the
processor 120 of the electronic device 101 may display
a user interface related to a user account. For example,
the processor 120 may display the user interface related
to the user account on the display device 160 of the elec-
tronic device 101 in response to the detection of a menu
entry request for the user account by a user. An example
of a screen of a user interface related to a user account
according to various embodiments is illustrated in FIG.
20.
[0205] At operation 1803, the processor 120 may iden-
tify an event related to the configuration of a profile image
(or profile photo). For example, the processor 120 may
identify a trigger for changing a profile image related to
the user account. In an example embodiment, the proc-
essor 120 may receive a user input related to a change
of a profile image through a region of the user interface
in which the profile image is displayed. In an example
embodiment, the processor 120 may receive the user
input related to a change of the profile image in the state
in which it has entered an editing mode for editing account
information. In an example embodiment, the user input
may include an operation of selecting a target image for
a profile image (e.g., obtain an image from a gallery
through image selection or photographing).
[0206] At operation 1805, the processor 120 may con-
figure (set) a profile image of the user account based on
a selected image.
[0207] At operation 1807, the processor 120 may share
the profile image of the user account. For example, the
processor 120 may identify a target for profile image shar-
ing in response to a change of the profile image of the

41 42 



EP 3 396 618 A1

23

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

user account. In an example embodiment, the target for
profile image sharing may include at least one application
managed based on a user account within the electronic
device 101 and capable of profile image registration and
at least one different device grouped based on the user
account. In an example embodiment, the processor 120
may share the selected image (or profile image) with the
identified target, so a profile image related to the user
account is changed.
[0208] In accordance with an embodiment, the proc-
essor 120 may connect an image, connected to a profile
image of an application of the electronic device 101, to
a selected image, so the selected image is displayed in
the profile image region of the application. In accordance
with an embodiment, the processor 120 may transmit the
selected image to the server 406 as a profile image of
the user account, so a profile image of another device of
the user account is changed. In accordance with various
embodiments, when a profile image of a user account is
changed, the processor 120 may identify relation infor-
mation by analyzing an image selected as the profile im-
age so that the profile image is shared based on the re-
lation information, as in the aforementioned embodiment.
[0209] FIG. 19 is a flowchart illustrating an operation
of sharing a profile image based on an account in the
electronic device according to various embodiments.
[0210] Referring to FIG. 19, at operation 1901, the
processor 120 of the electronic device 101 may display
a user interface related to a user account. For example,
the processor 120 may display the user interface related
to the user account on the display device 160 of the elec-
tronic device 101 in response to the detection of a menu
entry request for the user account from a user.
[0211] At operation 1903, the processor 120 of the
electronic device 101 may perform an image selection
operation for a profile image of the user account. In ac-
cordance with an embodiment, the processor 120 may
receive a user input, such as the selection of a region in
which a profile image is displayed in the user interface
related to the user account or the selection of a change
of a profile image in an account information configuration.
The processor 120 may display an image on the display
device 160 by executing a configuration mode (or a mode
according to a user request) for executing image selec-
tion in response to a user input. In accordance with an
embodiment, the processor 120 may display a list of im-
ages stored in the electronic device 101 by executing a
gallery. In accordance with an embodiment, the proces-
sor 120 may obtain images (e.g., a selfie image) related
to the user from the gallery and display the obtained im-
ages, or may obtain the best photo from the gallery and
display the obtained photo. In accordance with an em-
bodiment, the processor 120 may display the user’s im-
age (e.g., a selfie image) (e.g., display a preview) by ex-
ecuting a front camera (e.g., by executing a selfie pho-
tographing mode).
[0212] At operation 1905, the processor 120 may re-
ceive an image for a preview image. For example, the

processor 120 may identify a selected image as a preview
image in response to the selection of the image displayed
on the display device 160. In an example embodiment,
the processor 120 may identify a corresponding selected
image as a preview image when a selfie image is selected
in the gallery, an obtained best photo is selected, or a
selfie image is captured (or obtained) in a photographing
mode.
[0213] At operation 1907, the processor 120 may dis-
play the selected image in the profile image region of the
user interface. In accordance with an embodiment, the
processor 120 may change (or substitute) a preview im-
age previously displayed in the profile image region of
the user interface into (or with) the selected image, and
may display the selected image. In an example embod-
iment, the processor 120 may change a screen related
to an operation of selecting an image into a screen of the
user interface in response to image selection, and may
display a profile image related to the selected image in
the screen of the user interface.
[0214] At operation 1909, the processor 120 may
check whether a sharing option is an activation state. For
example, the processor 120 may check whether a func-
tion of automatically sharing (or synchronizing) a profile
image according to a user account based on an account
is an activation (or function on) state or a deactivation (or
function off) state. In accordance with various embodi-
ments, the sharing option may be configured in the elec-
tronic device 101 (or as account information of a user
account) by a user.
[0215] At operation 1909, if it is checked that the shar-
ing option is the activation state (Yes at operation 1909),
the processor 120 may perform an operation of config-
uring (or sharing) a profile image based on the user ac-
count at operation 1911.
[0216] In accordance with an embodiment, the proc-
essor 120 may identify a target for profile image sharing
in response to a change of a profile image of the user
account. In an example embodiment, the target for profile
image sharing may include at least one application man-
aged based on a user account within the electronic device
101 and capable of profile image registration and at least
one different device grouped based on the user account.
The processor 120 may share a selected image (or profile
image) with the identified target (e.g., an application and
device registered with the user account), so a profile im-
age related to the user account is changed. For example,
the processor 120 may connect an image, connected to
a profile image of an application of the electronic device
101, to the selected image, so the selected image is dis-
played in the profile image region of the application. For
example, the processor 120 may transmit the selected
image to the server 406 as a profile image of the user
account, so a profile image of another device of the user
account is changed.
[0217] At operation 1909, if it is checked that the shar-
ing option is the deactivation state (No at operation 1909),
the processor 120 may configure the profile image within
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the user account at operation 1913. For example, the
processor 120 does not share an image displayed in a
profile image display region with an application and de-
vice belonging to (managed by) the user account, but
may configure the image only as a corresponding profile
image of the user account in the electronic device 101.
[0218] FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a screen of a user interface related to a user account in
the electronic device according to various embodiments.
[0219] In various embodiments, FIG. 20 illustrates an
example of a screen of a user interface related to a user
account open by a user through the electronic device 101.
[0220] Referring to FIG. 20, the user interface accord-
ing to various embodiments may include a profile region
2010, an account management region 2020 and a serv-
ice region 2030, for example.
[0221] In an example embodiment, the profile region
2010 may be a region in which outline information about
a user account open by a user is displayed. For example,
the profile region 2010 may include information regarding
a profile image (or an object corresponding to an image)
2040 configured in a user account, a user name 2050
(e.g., Jack McArdell), and an account (e.g., an account
ID, for example, e-mail or a telephone number) 2060
open by a user.
[0222] In an example embodiment, the account man-
agement region 2020 may be a region for the manage-
ment of a user account. For example, the account man-
agement region 2020 may include an account informa-
tion menu capable of configuring or managing detailed
information on a user account, a password and security
menu for a configuration or management regarding the
password and security of the user account, and a privacy
menu for a configuration or management regarding a us-
er. A user may confirm or edit detailed information in a
related menu through corresponding menu selection
(e.g., a touch).
[0223] In an example embodiment, the service region
2030 may be a region in which information regarding var-
ious services available based on a user account can be
configured or identified. In accordance with an embodi-
ment, the service region 2030 may include a personal
service menu (e.g., personal information) in which addi-
tional information related to a user may be configured,
an application menu in which a user account may be
registered and an application (e.g., a payments applica-
tion, a health application, a cloud application, a mail ap-
plication or a calendar application) included in a corre-
sponding user account may be configured (e.g., edited
or deleted) or identified, and a device menu in which in-
formation regarding a device belonging to other devices
used by a user and grouped based on a user account
may be confirmed or another device may be configured
(e.g., edited or deleted) in a user account. In an example
embodiment, although not shown in FIG. 20, the user
interface may further include contents not illustrated in
FIG. 20. The contents not illustrated may be displayed
on a screen through the scroll of a user.

[0224] FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a screen of the user interface related to a user account
in the electronic device according to various embodi-
ments.
[0225] FIG. 21 illustrates an example of a screen of a
user interface when the device menu for managing a de-
vice related to a user account is selected through the
service region 2030 of the user interface illustrated in
FIG. 20.
[0226] Referring to FIG. 21, the user interface accord-
ing to various embodiments may display information re-
garding at least one device (e.g., recently used devices
that have logged on to (or accessed) a user account)
grouped based on the same user account as the user
account of the electronic device 101.
[0227] In accordance with an embodiment, the user
interface may include a title region 2110 (e.g., "Recently
used devices") for indicating the type of content now dis-
played in the user interface and a device region 2120 for
indicating state information regarding devices belonging
to a user account. In an example embodiment, the state
information may include information, such as a device
type, a device name, the last login (or access) date, and
a current login (or access) state.
[0228] In an example embodiment, FIG. 21 illustrated
an example in which five devices are managed (e.g.,
grouped or registered) based on a user account, and may
show that pieces of state information of the five devices
are divided into respective regions 2130, 2140, 2150.
2160 and 2170. In FIG. 21, the device displayed in the
first region 2130 may be the state in which it is now logged
on to (or accesses) the user account. The devices dis-
played in the second region 2140, the third region 2150,
the fourth region 2160 and the fifth region 2170 may be
the state in which they are now logged out (or not ac-
cessed) from (or to) the user account.
[0229] Various embodiments of the present disclosure
disclosed herein and the drawings propose only exam-
ples in order to easily describe the contents of the present
disclosure and to aid in understanding of the present dis-
closure, and are not intended to restrict the scope of the
present disclosure. Accordingly, all of modifications or
variations derived based on the technical spirit of the
present disclosure should be understood as being includ-
ed in the scope of the present disclosure in addition to
the disclosed embodiments.

Claims

1. An electronic device, comprising:

a display;
a communication module comprising communi-
cation circuitry;
memory; and
a processor configured to:
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identify a trigger related to a change of a
profile image,
select an image for the profile image,
identify at least one target object for sharing
of the selected image as a profile image of
the electronic device based on sharing in-
formation, and
share the selected image with the at least
one target object as a profile image of a user
of the electronic device.

2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the sharing
information comprises relation information of a con-
tact list of the electronic device and an account of
the user of the electronic device.

3. The electronic device of claim 2, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

identify the relation information based on the se-
lected image,
identify at least one member corresponding to
the relation information using the contact list,
and
share the selected image with an external device
corresponding to the identified at least one
member as the profile image of the electronic
device.

4. The electronic device of claim 3, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

recognize at least one face object included in
the selected image,
identify a member corresponding to a face object
in the contact list, and
identify the relation information of a relation be-
tween the member and the user of the electronic
device in the contact list.

5. The electronic device of claim 4, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

analyze at least one object in the selected im-
age,
identify a member corresponding to the ana-
lyzed at least one object in the contact list, and
identify the identified member or members of a
group to which the member as a sharing target
member for the sharing of the profile image.

6. The electronic device of claim 2, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

identify a target for the sharing of the profile im-
age based on the account in response to a se-
lection of an image for a profile image of the
account, and

change a profile image of the identified at least
one target into the selected image,
wherein the target for the sharing of the profile
image comprises at least one application and at
least one device included in the user account.

7. The electronic device of claim 6, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

determine whether a sharing option of automat-
ically sharing a profile image of the account
based on an account is an activation state or a
deactivation state,
change the profile image of the account by shar-
ing the selected image with the at least one ap-
plication and the at least one device in response
to the activation state of the sharing option, and
change the profile image of the account of the
electronic device to the selected image in re-
sponse to the deactivation state of the sharing
option.

8. The electronic device of claim 2, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

receive an image from an external device,
receive a request to change a profile image re-
lated to the external device using the image,
determine a configuration state of the profile im-
age related to the external device in the contact
list of the electronic device in response to re-
ceiving the request, and
set the received image as the profile image re-
lated to the external device in response to a non-
configuration state of the profile image.

9. The electronic device of claim 8, wherein the proc-
essor is configured to:

identify an option of automatically changing the
profile image related to the external device,
set the profile image of the external device
based on the received image in response to an
activation state of the option, and
maintain the profile image of the external device
without any change in response to a deactivation
state of the option.

10. A method of operating an electronic device, compris-
ing:

identifying a trigger related to a change of a pro-
file image,
selecting an image for the profile image,
identifying at least one target object for sharing
of the selected image as a profile image of the
electronic device based on sharing information,
and
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sharing the selected image with the at least one
target object as a profile image of a user of the
electronic device.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the sharing infor-
mation comprises relation information of a contact
list of the electronic device and an account of the
user of the electronic device.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the identifying of
the target object comprises:

identifying the relation information based on the
selected image,
identifying at least one member corresponding
to the relation information using the contact list,
and
sharing the selected image with an external de-
vice corresponding to the identified at least one
member as the profile image of the electronic
device.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the identifying of
the relation information comprises:

recognizing at least one face object included in
the selected image,
identifying a member corresponding to a face
object in the contact list, and
identifying the relation information of a relation
between the member and the user of the elec-
tronic device in the contact list.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein:

the identifying of the at least one target object
comprises identifying a target for the sharing of
the profile image based on the account in re-
sponse to a selection of an image for a profile
image of the account, and
the target for the sharing of the profile image
comprises at least one application and at least
one device included in the account.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

receiving an image from an external device and
receiving a request to change a profile image of
the external device using the image,
determining a configuration state of the profile
image related to the external device in the con-
tact list of the electronic device in response to
the reception of the request,
configuring the received image as the profile im-
age of the external device in response to a non-
configuration state of the profile image,
determining an option of automatically changing
a profile image of the external device in re-

sponse to a configuration state of the profile im-
age, and
configuring the profile image of the external de-
vice based on the received image in response
to an activation state of the option.
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