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(54) Method and apparatus for copying and pasting of data

(57) A method is provided including: detecting a first
gesture performed while a cursor is placed in an input
field in a first application; displaying an application list in
response to the first gesture; detecting a selection of a
second application from the application list; opening a
first file with the second application and displaying a con-
tent of the first file; detecting a second gesture being per-
formed on a portion of the content of the first file; and
inserting the portion of the content of the first file into the
input field of the first application.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Disclosure

[0001] The present disclosure relates to electronic de-
vices and more particularly to a method and apparatus
for copying and pasting of data.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] FIGs. 1A and 1B illustrate a cut/paste or
copy/paste function according to the conventional tech-
nique.
[0003] Referring to FIG. 1A, when an object (e.g., a
character string, an image, etc.) pre-stored in a clipboard
is pasted to a cursor position 103 in a specific application
(e.g., a memo pad, a document editor program, etc.) 100,
a touch may be maintained for a specific time at the cursor
position 103, or when a menu is selected, a "Paste" 101
and a "Clipboard" 102 are displayed. When the paste
101 is selected, a last copied object (e.g., a character
string, an image, etc.) is directly displayed at the cursor
position 103, and when the clipboard 102 is selected,
objects copied in the clipboard are displayed (as indicat-
ed by a reference numeral 110). In this case, when a
user selects an item#1 111 among items in the clipboard,
the selected item#1 111 is displayed at the cursor position
103 in the specific application (e.g., the memo pad, the
document editor program, etc.) 100 (as indicated by a
reference numeral 120). That is, before the paste is per-
formed, the character string or image must be copied and
stored in advance to the clipboard.
[0004] If there is no object to be pasted in the clipboard,
as illustrated in FIG. 1B, the user must copy a to-be-
pasted object by changing to another application includ-
ing the to-be-paste object.
[0005] Referring to FIG. 1B, when an object to be past-
ed at a cursor position 131 does not exist in a clipboard
in an application 130 currently being executed or if the
to-be-pasted object is not copied, the application is
changed to a different application 135 including the to-
be-pasted object, and an item 136 in the different appli-
cation 135 is selected and copied. Thereafter, the appli-
cation is changed back to the application 130, a "Paste"
141 and a "Clipboard" 142 are displayed at the cursor
position 131, and the item 136 is displayed at the cursor
position 131 by selecting either the "Paste" 141 or the
"Clipboard" 142.
[0006] As described above, conventionally, in order for
the current application to use data stored in the different
application, a data copy operation must always be first
performed in advance at a position of original data. That
is, data is pasted after the data is copied according to a
position of the data to be copied. If multitasking is sup-
ported, a display operation may be performed by execut-
ing another application other than an application for per-

forming a main task, but a screen change occurs several
times to perform a copy/paste or cut/paste function. In
particular, when several pieces of data are pasted, the
screen change occurs more frequently.
[0007] Although a clipboard can be used when a plu-
rality of pieces of data are copied, the pieces of data
individually copied in the clipboard must be pasted sep-
arately, which causes inconvenience in use.
[0008] Accordingly, the need exists for new techniques
of copying and pasting data.

SUMMARY

[0009] The present disclosure addresses this need.
According to one aspect of the disclosure, a method is
provided comprising: detecting a first gesture performed
while a cursor is placed in an input field in a first applica-
tion; displaying an application list in response to the first
gesture; detecting a selection of a second application
from the application list; opening a first file with the sec-
ond application and displaying a content of the first file;
detecting a second gesture being performed on a portion
of the content of the first file; and inserting the portion of
the content of the first file into the input field of the first
application.
[0010] According to another aspect of the disclosure,
an electronic device is provided comprising a processor
configured to: detect a first gesture performed while a
cursor is placed in an input field in a first application;
display an application list in response to the first gesture;
detect a selection of a second application from the ap-
plication list; opening a first file with the second applica-
tion and displaying a content of the first file; detect a sec-
ond gesture being performed on a portion of the content
of the first file; and insert the portion of the content of the
first file into the input field of the first application.
[0011] According to yet another aspect of the disclo-
sure, a method is provided for copying and pasting data
in an electronic device, the method comprising: detecting
a selection of a paste position in a first application; dis-
playing an application list after the paste position is se-
lected; detecting a selection of a second application from
the application list; opening a file with the second appli-
cation and displaying a content of the file; detecting a
selection of a portion of the content of the file; and dis-
playing the portion of the content of the file at the paste
position.
[0012] According to yet another aspect of the disclo-
sure, an electronic device is provided comprising a proc-
essor configured to: detect a selection of a paste position
in a first application; display an application list after the
paste position is selected; detect a selection of a second
application from the application list; open a file with the
second application and displaying a content of the file;
detect a selection of a portion of the content of the file;
and display the portion of the content of the file at the
paste position.
[0013] According to yet another aspect of the disclo-
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sure, a method for copying and pasting data in an elec-
tronic device is provided, the method comprising: detect-
ing a selection of a paste position in a first application;
displaying an application list after the paste position is
selected; detect a selection of a second application from
the application list; displaying a content by using the sec-
ond application; detecting a gesture selecting the content
as the content is displayed using the second application;
and pasting the content at the paste position in the first
application in response to the gesture; wherein the ges-
ture serves as both an instruction to copy the content and
an instruction to paste the content.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The above and other aspects, features and ad-
vantages of certain exemplary aspects of the present dis-
closure will be more apparent from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIGs. 1A and 1B illustrate a cut/paste or copy/paste
function according to the conventional technique;
FIGs. 2A to 2G are diagrams depicting an example
of a user interface for performing a copy/paste func-
tion according to aspects of the present disclosure;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an example of a process
according to aspects of the disclosure;
FIGs. 4A to 4G are diagrams depicting another ex-
ample of a user interface for performing a copy/paste
function according to aspects of the present disclo-
sure; and
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an example of an elec-
tronic device according to aspects of the present dis-
closure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION ASPECT

[0015] Aspects of the present disclosure will be de-
scribed herein below with reference to the accompanying
drawings. In the following description, well-known func-
tions or constructions are not described in detail since
they would obscure the disclosure in unnecessary detail.
Also, the terms used herein are defined according to the
functions of the present disclosure. Thus, the terms may
vary depending on the user’s or operator’s intent and
usage. That is, the terms used herein must be understood
based on the descriptions made herein. Further, like ref-
erence numerals denote parts performing similar func-
tions and actions throughout the drawings.
[0016] The present invention described hereinafter re-
lates to a copy/paste method and apparatus in an elec-
tronic device. In particular, the present invention may be
classified into a part of loading an application including
an object to be copied at a paste position and a part of
displaying the copped object at the paste position.
[0017] FIGs. 2A to 2G are diagrams depicting an ex-
ample of a user interface for performing a copy/paste

function according to aspects of the present disclosure.
A case where a bank account is copied and pasted in a
homepage of a certain bank is taken for example in FIG.
2. More particularly, FIG. 2A illustrates a screen 200
through which an account transfer is performed after log-
ging in a homepage of a specific bank. The screen 200
includes a withdrawal account section 210 which identi-
fies an account from which money is to be withdrawn.
The screen 200 also includes a deposit account section
220 which identifies an account where the money is to
be deposited. The deposit account section 220 includes
an input field 222 where a bank identifier is input. In ad-
dition, the deposit account section 220 includes an input
field 224 where a bank account number is input.
[0018] FIG. 2B illustrates an example of the operation
of a "Loading" function, according to aspects of the dis-
closure. The "Loading" function may be executed based
on a gesture for loading information. As illustrated in FIG.
2B, a touch may be maintained on the input field 224 and
in response, an indication 230 associated with the "Load-
ing" function can be displayed. Although in this example,
the indication is a pop-up message, in other implemen-
tations any suitable type of input component may be used
as an indication of the "Loading" function.
[0019] For example, the indication 230 of the "Loading"
function may be displayed when a cursor is positioned
in the input field 224 and a touch is maintained for a spe-
cific time in any area of the screen. The area of the screen
where the touch is maintained may be an area close to
the cursor’s position. According to another example, the
gesture is not limited to the touch action maintained for
the specific time in the any area of the screen, and thus
the gesture may be an action of pressing a soft key or a
hard key to display the indication 230 of the "Loading"
function.
[0020] In FIG. 2C, the indication 230 of the "Loading"
function is selected.
[0021] In FIG. 2D, in response to the indication 230 of
the "Loading" function being selected, an application list
240 is displayed. The application list may include any
suitable indication of one or more applications. For ex-
ample, the application list 240 may be a list of applications
currently being executed in a background or may be a
list of applications related to an attribute (e.g. a charac-
teristic) of at least one of: (1) the field where the gesture
triggering the display of the indication 230 is performed
or (2) the field where a cursor is located where the gesture
triggering the display of the indication 230 is performed.
In the present example, the application list 240 may be
generated based on an attribute (e.g. a characteristic) of
the input field 224.
[0022] For example, if the to-be-pasted object is a text,
applications related to the text are displayed. As another
example, if the attribute of to-be-pasted object is an im-
age, applications related to image processing are dis-
played. In the present example, because the filed 224 is
a text field, applications related to text editing are included
in the application list 240. In particular, identifiers for ap-
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plications 242 and 244 can be included in the list. Appli-
cation 242 may be a messaging application and applica-
tion 244 may be an application for drafting memos.
[0023] In FIG. 2E, application 242 is selected from the
application list 240.
[0024] In FIG. 2F, in response to the selection of ap-
plication 242 from the list, a screen 250 of the application
242 is displayed. The screen includes a message 252
and a message 254. As illustrated, the message 254 in-
cludes a bank account number. When the message 254
is displayed, a user may perform a drag (and/or any other
suitable gesture) on a part of the message corresponding
to the bank account number "123-4-567-890".
[0025] In FIG. 2G, in response to the gesture, the bank
account number is copied into the input field 224 of the
screen 200. In the present example, in response to the
gesture: (1) the bank account is copied into memory, (2)
the screen 250 is removed from display and the screen
200 is displayed in its place, and (3) the bank account
number is pasted at a predetermined location. Thus, in
some implementations, the gesture may serve at the
same time as a copy instruction, a paste instruction, and
a "change screens" instruction. In some implementa-
tions, the predetermined location may be: (1) the location
where a cursor is located when the gesture triggering
display of the indication 230 of the "Loading" function is
performed, (2) the location where when the gesture trig-
gering display of the indication 230 of the "Loading" func-
tion is performed, and/or any other suitable location in
the screen 200.
[0026] More specifically, when the drag of the bank
account number "123-4-567-890" is released, the screen
displayed on the electronic device is automatically
changed from the screen 250 to the screen 200, and the
bank account number "123-4-567-890" is displayed at
the position of the cursor in the input field 224 of. Thus,
in one example, when an object to be copied is dragged
in one application screen and the drag is released, the
object may be pasted at a cursor position in the screen
of another application in response to the release of the
drag.
[0027] Additionally or alternatively, when an object is
dragged and a "Copy" function is executed for the
dragged object, a paste function is executed for a cursor
position of a previous application.
[0028] As described above, instead of a position of an
object to be copied, "Loading" may be executed by using
an option menu at a point of an object to be pasted. In
this case, an application existing in a background or ap-
plications related to a field attribute of the point of the
object are displayed, and the application is selected to
drag data to be copied. In addition, when original data is
copied, the application is changed to a previous applica-
tion which executes the loading, and dragged or copied
data is automatically pasted at a corresponding cursor
position. By moving to a position at which a task is per-
formed by an application before the copy, the previous
task may be maintained. FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an ex-

ample of a process according to aspects of the disclo-
sure. The process may be performed by any suitable type
of electronic device, such as the electronic device de-
picted in FIGS 2A-G and/or the electronic device depicted
in FIG. 5.
[0029] Referring to FIG. 3, an electronic device exe-
cutes a first application in step 300. If it is determined in
step 302 that an input identifying a location where content
is to be pasted (e.g., a paste position), the procedure
proceeds to step 304.
[0030] In step 304, the electronic device begins exe-
cution of the "Loading" function in response to a first ges-
ture (e.g., a touch). In the present example, the first ges-
ture includes an action of maintaining a touch for a pre-
determined time period at any point of the screen of the
first application.
[0031] In step 306, according to the "Loading" function,
the electronic device displays a list of applications in re-
lated to an attribute corresponding to the paste position
(see FIG. 2D). In some implementations, the list may
include only application that are currently running the
background of the electronic device performing the proc-
ess. In other implementations, the list may include any
of the applications installed on the electronic device. For
example, if the attribute of the paste position is a text, an
application related to the text is displayed, and if the at-
tribute of the paste position is an image, an application
related to the image is displayed.
[0032] In step 308, a second application is selected
from the application list (see FIG. 2E). In some imple-
mentations, the second application may be an application
capable of opening and modifying one or more files in-
cluding content to be copied.
[0033] In step 310, the electronic device opens one or
more files including the content to be copied by using the
second application. In some implementations, a default
file may be opened (e.g., a file containing the messages
252 and 254). In other implementations the file may be
specified by the user. For example, if the number of files
of the second application is greater than or equal to two,
the file list is displayed and one of the files is selected
from the file list by a user input.
[0034] In step 312, the electronic device copies a con-
tent that is included in one of the files in response to the
initiation of a second gesture. By way of example, and
without limitation, the content may include a character
string, data, and/or any other suitable type of content.
For example, if the content to be copied is text, a message
application related to the text is displayed and selected,
and when the content to be copied is displayed in a mes-
sage is displayed, is the content can be touched and
dragged (see FIG. 2F).
[0035] In step 314, when the second gesture is com-
pleted (e.g. when the touch-and-drag of the content is
released), the electronic device pastes the content at the
paste position specified at step 302 and the screen of
the first application is displayed in place of the screen of
the second application (see FIG. 2E).
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[0036] If it is determined in step 316 that additional in-
formation needs to be pasted at the paste position, the
procedure returns to step 304. Otherwise, the procedure
of FIG. 3 ends.
[0037] FIGs. 4A to 4G are diagrams depicting an ex-
ample of a user interface for performing a copy/paste
function according to aspects of the present disclosure.
[0038] Referring to FIGs. 4A to 4G, when a document
editor 400 (e.g., a power point editor) (see FIG. 4A) cop-
ies and pastes data obtained from a plurality of different
applications into a document 410 that is being edited by
the document editor. The copying and pasting may be
performed by using the "Loading" function discussed with
respect to FIGs. 2A-G and 4A-G.
[0039] For example, a webpage 422 can be displayed
in a web browser 420 after the "Loading" function is in-
voked with respect to a particular point (e.g., a paste po-
sition) in the document 410. When a text 401 in the web-
page 422 is touched and dragged, the text 401 can be
automatically copied (see FIG. 4B), and when the touch
is released, the text 401 can be pasted at the particular
point in the document 410. Alternatively, in some imple-
mentations, the text 401 in the webpage 422 may be
copied only when an additional copy instruction is exe-
cuted after the text 401 is touched and dragged.
[0040] After the text 401 is copied at the particular point
in the document 410, a document editor 430 is displayed
in which a document 432 is opened. When a text 402 of
the document 432 is touched and dragged, the text 402
is automatically copied (see FIG. 4C), and when the touch
is released, the text 402 is pasted at the particular point
in the document 410.
[0041] After the text 402 is copied, an image editor 440
can be executed to display a photo 1. When an area 403
of the photo 1 is touched and dragged, the area 403 of
the photo 1 is automatically copied (see FIG. 4D), and
when the touch is released, the area 403 of the photo 1
is pasted at the particular point in the document 410.
[0042] After the area 403 of the photo 1 is copied, the
image editor 440 is executed to display a photo 2. When
an area 404 of the photo 2 is touched and dragged, the
area 404 of the photo 2 is automatically copied (see FIG.
4E), and when the touch is released, the area 404 of the
photo 2 is pasted at the particular point in the document
410.
[0043] After the area 404 of the photo 2 is copied, a
file explorer or a music player 450 is executed to display
a music list 452. When any one music file 405 in the
music list is touched for specific time, the music file 405
is automatically copied (see FIG. 4F), and when the touch
is released, the touched music file 405 is pasted at the
particular point in the document 410.
[0044] FIG. 4G illustrates a screen of the document
editor 400 (e.g., a power point editor) (see FIG. 4A) after
the copying of the file is complete. As illustrated, the doc-
ument 410 includes content items 401, 402, 403, 404,
and 405 that were copied into the document 410, as dis-
cussed above.

[0045] In some implementations, after content is cop-
ied from the screen of one of the applications 420, 430,
440, and 450 into the screen of the editor 400, a prompt
can be displayed asking the user whether he/she would
like to copy and paste another content item into the
screen of the editor 400. If the user answers in the af-
firmative, an application list, such as the application list
240, may be displayed and the user may select another
application from the list. Once the application is selected,
a screen of the application may be displayed, thereby
permitting the user to copy any of the content that is in-
cluded in the displayed screen.
[0046] Conventionally, the copy/paste function is per-
formed on the basis of a position of an object to be copied,
and thus if the five applications are subjected to the
copy/paste function, a screen must be changed 11 times,
and the copy/paste function must be performed 10 times.
However, the copy/paste function is performed on the
basis of a position of an object to be pasted in the present
invention, and thus the screen is changed only 6 times
and a sending function is performed only 5 times.
[0047] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an example of an
electronic device according to aspects of the present dis-
closure.
[0048] The electronic device may configured to imple-
ment any of the techniques described with respect to
FIGS. 2A-4G. The electronic device may be a portable
electronic device, and may be a device such as a portable
terminal, a mobile phone, a mobile pad, a media player,
a tablet computer, a handheld computer, or a Personal
Digital Assistant (PDA). In addition, it may be any portable
electronic device including a device which combines two
or more functions among these devices. Additionally or
alternatively, the electronic device may be a desktop
computer, and/or any other non-portable electronic de-
vice. Stated succinctly, the electronic device may be any
suitable type of electronic device.
[0049] Referring to FIG. 5, the electronic device in-
cludes a controller 500, a speaker/microphone 510, a
camera 520, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver
530, a Radio Frequency (RF) processor 540, a sensor
module 550, a touch screen 560, a touch screen control-
ler 565, and an extended memory 570.
[0050] The controller 500 may include an interface 501,
one or more processors 502 and 503, and an internal
memory 504. Optionally, the entire part of the controller
500 may be referred to as a processor. The interface
501, the application processor 502, the communication
processor 503, and the internal memory 504 may be sep-
arate components or may be integrated in one or more
integrated circuits.
[0051] The application processor 502 performs various
functions for the electronic device by executing a variety
of software programs. The communication processor
503 processes and controls voice communication and
data communication. In addition to such a typical func-
tion, the processors 502 and 503 also take a role of ex-
ecuting a specific software module (i.e., an instruction
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set) stored in the extended memory 570 or the internal
memory 504 and thus performing various specific func-
tions corresponding to the module. That is, the proces-
sors 502 and 503 perform the copy/paste method of the
present disclosure by interworking with software mod-
ules stored in the extended memory 570 or the internal
memory 504.
[0052] For example, the application processor 502 ex-
ecutes a first application, and if a character string, data,
a file, an image object, or the like in different applications
is added by pasting it at a particular point in the first ap-
plication currently being executed, executes the "Load-
ing" function to open an application including an object
to be copied by using a first gesture. Herein, the first
gesture implies an action of maintaining a touch during
a specific time at any point of a screen. The application
processor 502 displays a list of applications in a back-
ground or a list of applications related to a field attribute
corresponding to a paste position, selects a second ap-
plication from the application list, opens the file including
the object to be copied by using the second application,
and copies (e.g., loads into memory) a character string,
data, or object to be pasted from a content of a file by
using a touch drag. When a touch-and-drag is released,
the application processor 502 pastes an object dragged
to a particular point (e.g., a paste position) of the first
application after changing to the first application.
[0053] Meanwhile, another processor (not shown) may
include one or more data processors, image processors,
or codecs. The data processor, the image processor, or
the codec can be configured separately. In addition,
these elements may be constructed with several proces-
sors each of which performs a different function. The in-
terface 501 is connected to the touch screen controller
565 of the electronic device and the external memory
570.
[0054] The sensor module 550 coupled to the interface
501 may enable various functions. For example, a motion
sensor and an optical sensor may be coupled to the in-
terface 501 to respectively enable motion sensing and
external light-beam sensing. In addition thereto, other
sensors such as a location measurement system, a tem-
perature sensor, a biometric sensor, or the like may be
coupled to the interface 501 to perform related functions.
[0055] The camera 520 is coupled to the sensor mod-
ule 550 via the interface 501, and may perform a camera
function such as photographing, video clip recording, etc.
[0056] The RF processor 540 performs a communica-
tion function. For example, an RF signal is converted to
a baseband signal under the control of the communica-
tion processor 503, and is then provided to the commu-
nication processor 503, or a baseband signal from the
communication processor 503 is transmitted by being
converted into an RF signal. Herein, the communication
processor 503 processes the baseband signal by using
various communication schemes. For example, although
not limited thereto, the communication scheme may in-
clude a Global System for Mobile Communication (GSM)

communication scheme, an Enhanced Data GSM Envi-
ronment (EDGE) communication scheme, a Code Divi-
sion Multiple Access (CDMA) communication scheme, a
W-Code Division Multiple Access (W-CDMA) communi-
cation scheme, a Long Term Evolution (LTD) communi-
cation scheme, an Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul-
tiple Access (OFDMA) communication scheme, a Wire-
less Fidelity (Wi-Fi) communication scheme, a WiMax
communication scheme, and/or a Bluetooth communica-
tion scheme.
[0057] The speaker/microphone 510 may input and
output an audio stream such as voice recognition, voice
reproduction, digital recording, and telephony functions.
That is, the speaker/microphone 510 converts an audio
signal into an electronic signal or converts the electronic
signal into the voice signal. Although not shown, an at-
tachable and detachable ear phone, headphone, or
headset can be connected to the electronic device via
an external port.
[0058] The touch screen controller 565 may be coupled
to the touch screen 560. Although not limited thereto, the
touch screen 560 and the touch screen controller 565
may use not only capacitance, resistance, infrared and
surface sound wave techniques for determining one or
more contact points but also any multi-touch sense tech-
nique including other proximity sensor arrays or other
elements to detect a contact and movement or stopping
thereof.
[0059] The touch screen 560 provides an input/output
interface between the electronic device and the user.
That is, the touch screen 560 delivers a touch input of
the user to the electronic device. In addition, the touch
screen 560 is a medium which shows an output from the
electronic device to the user. That is, the touch screen
shows a visual output to the user. Such a visual output
is represented in the form of a text, a graphic, a video,
and a combination thereof.
[0060] A variety of displays may be used as the touch
screen 560. For example, although not limited thereto,
the touch screen 560 may include a Liquid Crystal Display
(LCD), a Light Emitting Diode (LED), a Light Emitting
Polymer Display (LPD), an Organic Light Emitting Diode
(OLED), an Active Matrix Organic Light Emitting Diode
(AMOLED), or a Flexible LED (FLED).
[0061] The GPS receiver 530 converts a signal re-
ceived from a satellite into information of a location, a
speed, a time, etc. For example, a distance between the
satellite and the GPS receiver is calculated by multiplying
a speed of light by a signal arrival time, and a location of
the electronic device is measured according to a principle
of a well-known triangulation by obtaining a distance and
a correct location of three satellites.
[0062] The extended memory 570 or the internal mem-
ory 504 may include a fast random access memory such
as one or more magnetic disc storage devices and/or a
nonvolatile memory, one or more optical storage devices,
and/or a flash memory (e.g., NAND, NOR).
[0063] The extended memory 570 or the internal mem-
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ory 504 stores a software component. The software com-
ponent includes an operating system software module,
a communication software module, a graphic software
module, a user interface software module, a Moving Pic-
ture Experts Group (MPEG) module, a camera software
module, one or more application software modules, etc.
In addition, since a module, i.e., a software component,
can be expressed as a group of instructions, the module
can also be expressed as an instruction set. The module
is also expressed as a program.
[0064] The operating system software includes various
software components for controlling a general system
operation. The control of the general system operation
includes memory management and control, storage
hardware (device) control and management, power con-
trol and management, etc. In addition, the operating sys-
tem software performs a function for facilitating commu-
nication between various hardware elements (devices)
and software elements (modules).
[0065] The communication software module may en-
able communication with other electronic devices such
as a computer, a server, and/or a portable terminal via
the RF processor 540. Further, the communication soft-
ware module is constructed with a protocol structure con-
forming to a corresponding communication scheme.
[0066] The graphic software module includes various
software components for providing and displaying graph-
ics on the touch screen 560. The terminology of "graph-
ics" indicates a text, a web page, an icon, a digital image,
a video, an animation, etc.
[0067] The user interface software module includes
various software components related to the user inter-
face. The user interface software module includes the
content related to a specific state to which the user inter-
face changes and a specific condition in which the state
of the user interface changes.
[0068] The camera software module includes a cam-
era-related software component which enables camera-
related processes and functions. The application module
includes a browser including a rendering engine, an e-
mail, an instant message, word processing, keyboard
emulation, an address book, a touch list, a widget, a Dig-
ital Right Management (DRM), voice recognition, voice
reproduction, a location determining function, a location-
based service, etc. The memories 570 and 504 may fur-
ther include additional modules (instructions) in addition
to the aforementioned modules. Alternatively, optionally,
some of the modules (instructions) may not be used.
[0069] The application module of the present disclo-
sure includes instructions (see FIG. 3) for controlling a
particular object in a webpage.
[0070] The techniques described with respect to FIGS.
2-4 may be implemented in software, as one or more
processor-executable instructions that are executed by
the controller 500. Additionally or alternatively, the tech-
niques described with respect to FIGS. 2-4 may be im-
plemented in hardware, by using a Field-Programmable
Gate Array (FPGA), an Application-Specific Integrated

Circuit (ASIC), and/or any other suitable electronic cir-
cuitry. Additionally or alternatively, the techniques may
be implemented as a combination of software and hard-
ware.
[0071] Although in the above examples, the copying
and/or pasting of content is performed in response to
touch gestures, it will be understood that any suitable
type of input can be used to trigger or invoke the opera-
tions discussed above. For example, mouse input, and/or
performed by any other suitable input device (e.g., key-
board, joystick, trackball, and stylus) can be used instead
of touch input. Moreover, the term gesture should be con-
strued broadly to encompass any possible type of input,
including a single touch or a tap.
[0072] Furthermore, it should be noted that the proc-
esses presented herein are provided only as example.
At least some of the steps in those processes may be
performed in a different order, performed concurrently,
or altogether omitted. The above-described aspects of
the present disclosure can be implemented in hardware,
firmware or via the execution of software or computer
code that can be stored in a recording medium such as
a CD ROM, a Digital Versatile Disc (DVD), a magnetic
tape, a RAM, a floppy disk, a hard disk, or a magneto-
optical disk or computer code downloaded over a network
originally stored on a remote recording medium or a non-
transitory machine readable medium and to be stored on
a local recording medium, so that the methods described
herein can be rendered via such software that is stored
on the recording medium using a general purpose com-
puter, or a special processor or in programmable or ded-
icated hardware, such as an ASIC or FPGA. As would
be understood in the art, the computer, the processor,
microprocessor controller or the programmable hard-
ware include memory components, e.g., RAM, ROM,
Flash, etc. that may store or receive software or computer
code that when accessed and executed by the computer,
processor or hardware implement the processing meth-
ods described herein. In addition, it would be recognized
that when a general purpose computer accesses code
for implementing the processing shown herein, the exe-
cution of the code transforms the general purpose com-
puter into a special purpose computer for executing the
processing shown herein. Any of the functions and steps
provided in the Figures may be implemented in hardware,
software or a combination of both and may be performed
in whole or in part within the programmed instructions of
a computer. No claim element herein is to be construed
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph,
unless the element is expressly recited using the phrase
"means for".
[0073] While the present disclosure has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
aspects thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in
the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the present disclosure as defined by the appended
claims.
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Claims

1. A method comprising:

detecting a first gesture performed while a cur-
sor is placed in an input field in a first application;
displaying an application list in response to the
first gesture;
detecting a selection of a second application
from the application list;
opening a first file with the second application
and displaying a content of the first file;
detecting a second gesture being performed on
a portion of the content of the first file; and
inserting the portion of the content of the first file
into the input field of the first application.

2. An electronic device comprising a processor config-
ured to:

detect a first gesture performed while a cursor
is placed in an input field in a first application;
display an application list in response to the first
gesture;
detect a selection of a second application from
the application list;
opening a first file with the second application
and displaying a content of the first file;
detect a second gesture being performed on a
portion of the content of the first file; and
insert the portion of the content of the first file
into the input field of the first application.

3. The method of claim 1 and the electronic device of
claim 2, wherein the second gesture includes one of
a touch and a drag.

4. The method of claim 1 and the electronic device of
claim 2, wherein the application list is displayed
based on an attribute of the input field.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein displaying the ap-
plication list based on the attribute of the input field
comprises including in the application list applica-
tions that are capable of rendering content that the
input field is configured to accept.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the
application list comprises displaying an input com-
ponent in response to the first gesture, wherein the
application list is displayed in response to the input
component being selected.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

outputting a query asking a user whether addi-
tional content needs to be inserted into the input
field;

displaying the application list;
detecting a selection of a third application from
the application list;
opening a second file with the third application
and displaying a content of the second file;
detecting the second gesture being performed
on a portion of the content of the second file; and
inserting the portion of the content of the second
file into the input field.

8. The electronic device of claim 2, wherein the proc-
essor is further configured to:

output a query asking a user whether additional
content needs to be inserted into the input field;
display the application list;
detect a selection of a third application from the
application list;
open a second file with the third application and
displaying a content of the second file;
detect the second gesture being performed on
a portion of the content of the second file; and
insert the portion of the content of the second
file into the input field.

9. A method for copying and pasting data in an elec-
tronic device, the method comprising:

detecting a selection of a paste position in a first
application;
displaying an application list after the paste po-
sition is selected;
detecting a selection of a second application
from the application list;
opening a file with the second application and
displaying a content of the file;
detecting a selection of a portion of the content
of the file; and
displaying the portion of the content of the file
at the paste position.

10. The method of claim 13, wherein the portion of the
content of the file is selected by performing one of a
touch and a drag.

11. The method of claim 13, wherein:

the paste position is located in an input field; and
the application list includes at least one of an
application that is being executed by the elec-
tronic device and an application that is selected
based on an attribute of the input field.

12. An electronic device comprising a processor config-
ured to:

detect a selection of a paste position in a first
application;
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display an application list after the paste position
is selected;
detect a selection of a second application from
the application list;
open a file with the second application and dis-
playing a content of the file;
detect a selection of a portion of the content of
the file; and
display the portion of the content of the file at
the paste position.

13. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the portion
of the content of the file is selected by performing
one of a touch and a drag.

14. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein:

the paste position is located in an input field; and
the application list includes at least one of an
application that is being executed by the elec-
tronic device and an application that is selected
based on an attribute of the input field.

15. A method for copying and pasting data in an elec-
tronic device, the method comprising:

detecting a selection of a paste position in a first
application;
displaying an application list after the paste po-
sition is selected;
detecting a selection of a second application
from the application list;
displaying a content by using the second appli-
cation;
detecting a gesture selecting the content as the
content is displayed using the second applica-
tion; and
pasting the content at the paste position in the
first application in response to the gesture;
wherein the gesture serves as both an instruc-
tion to copy the content and an instruction to
paste the content.
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