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(57) A converter device (100) includes a rectifier cir-
cuit (4) to rectify an AC voltage output from an AC power
supply (1), a booster circuit (20) including a plurality of
reactors (5a, 5b, and 5c), a plurality of switching ele-
ments, and a plurality of backflow prevention elements
to boost an output voltage of the rectifier circuit (4), a
smoothing capacitor (8) to smooth an output voltage of
the booster circuit (20), a bus-current detection circuit
(10) to detect a value of a current that flows between the

rectifier circuit (4) and the booster circuit (20), a first filter
circuit (12) having a first filter time constant, a second
filter circuit (13) having a second filter time constant short-
er than the first filter time constant, and a control unit (11)
to control an operation of the switching elements as a
current value detected by the bus-current detection cir-
cuit (10) is input to the control unit (11) via the first filter
circuit (12) and the second filter circuit (13).
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a converter de-
vice that includes a plurality of reactors, and to a motor
drive device, a refrigerator, an air conditioner, and a heat-
pump water heater.

Background

[0002] In a power supply device disclosed in Patent
Literature 1, the output of a rectifier circuit is branched
into a plurality of current paths, and a plurality of series
circuits are provided in parallel, each of which is config-
ured by a reactor and a switching element. When the
switching element is off, a current in the reactor provided
in each of the series circuits is supplied to a smoothing
capacitor via a backflow prevention diode. The switching
elements provided in the respective series circuits are
driven individually at a different phase. Due to this oper-
ation, a current that flows via each of the switching ele-
ments is suppressed, and also ripple components in a
current output from each of the reactors are suppressed.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-open No. 2007-195282

Summary

Technical Problem

[0004] In such a conventional power supply device rep-
resented by Patent Literature 1, a current value, detected
by a bus-current detection circuit that detects a value of
the current output from the rectifier circuit, is output to an
RC filter. The RC filter has a relatively long time constant
of several tens of microseconds [ms] to several hundreds
of microseconds [ms]. Therefore, it is difficult to detect an
open-phase in the reactor that has a small inductance
value, and that is used in a plurality of booster circuits,
based on the current value detected by the bus-current
detection circuit.
[0005] The present invention has been achieved to
solve the above problems, and an object of the present
invention is to provide a converter device that can detect
an open-phase in a booster circuit regardless of the value
of a reactor that constitutes the booster circuit.

Solution to Problem

[0006] To solve the above problems and achieve the
object, a converter device according to the present in-
vention includes: a rectifier circuit to rectify an AC voltage

output from an AC power supply; a booster circuit includ-
ing a plurality of reactors, a plurality of switching ele-
ments, and a plurality of backflow prevention elements
to boost an output voltage of the rectifier circuit; a smooth-
ing capacitor to smooth an output voltage of the booster
circuit; a current detection circuit to detect a value of a
current that flows between the rectifier circuit and the
booster circuit; a first filter circuit having a first filter time
constant; a second filter circuit having a second filter time
constant shorter than the first filter time constant; and a
control unit to control an operation of the plurality of
switching elements by inputting a current value detected
by the current detection circuit to the control unit via the
first filter circuit and the second filter circuit.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0007] The converter device according to the present
invention has an effect where it is possible to detect an
open-phase in a booster circuit regardless of the value
of a reactor that constitutes the booster circuit.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a converter de-
vice and a motor drive device according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is an explanatory flowchart of an operation in
a control unit illustrated in FIG. 1 to detect an open-
phase in a reactor.
FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of the details of the
control in the control unit illustrated in FIG. 1.

Description of Embodiments

[0009] A converter device, a motor drive device, a re-
frigerator, an air conditioner, and a heat-pump water
heater according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail below with reference to the
accompanying drawings. The present invention is not
limited to the embodiment.

Embodiment.

[0010] FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a converter
device and a motor drive device according to an embod-
iment of the present invention. A motor drive device 300
according to the present embodiment is a device that
converts AC power, supplied from an AC power supply
1 that is a single-phase AC power supply, to DC power,
and then converts the DC power to AC power to supply
the AC power to a motor 400 that is a load. As the motor
400, a three-phase synchronous motor or a three-phase
induction motor that is incorporated in a refrigerator, an
air conditioner, or a heat-pump water heater can be ex-
emplified.

1 2 
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[0011] The motor drive device 300 includes: a convert-
er device 100 that converts AC power to DC power, and
outputs the DC power; and an inverter device 200 that
converts DC power, output from the converter device
100, to AC power, and supplies the AC power to the motor
400.
[0012] The converter device 100 includes: an inrush-
current prevention circuit 3 that prevents an inrush cur-
rent; a noise filter 2 that is provided between the AC power
supply 1 and the inrush-current prevention circuit 3, and
that reduces high-frequency noise superimposed on a
current output from the AC power supply 1, a rectifier
circuit 4 that rectifies an AC voltage output from the AC
power supply 1 via the noise filter 2 and the inrush-current
prevention circuit 3, a booster circuit 20 that boosts a
voltage rectified by the rectifier circuit 4; a smoothing ca-
pacitor 8 that smooths a voltage boosted by the booster
circuit 20; a shunt resistance 9 that is used for detecting
a bus current; a bus-current detection circuit 10 that is a
current detection circuit connected to a negative output
terminal 4b of the rectifier circuit 4; a first filter circuit 12
that has a first filter time constant; a second filter circuit
13 that has a second filter time constant shorter than the
first filter time constant; and a control unit 11.
[0013] The bus-current detection circuit 10 detects a
bus current Idc that is a value of the bus current that flows
from the rectifier circuit 4 to the inverter device 200, or a
value of the bus current that flows from the inverter device
200 to the rectifier circuit 4, and then outputs the detected
bus current Idc to the first filter circuit 12 and the second
filter circuit 13. The bus current Idc indicates a voltage
that corresponds to the value of the bus current.
[0014] As the rectifier circuit 4, a full-wave rectifier cir-
cuit configured by combining four diodes can be exem-
plified. The rectifier circuit 4 may be configured by com-
bining MOSFETs (Metal Oxide Semiconductor-Field Ef-
fect Transistors) other than the diodes.
[0015] The booster circuit 20 includes a module 21,
and a reactor group 5 that is connected at one end to a
positive output terminal 4a of the rectifier circuit 4.
[0016] The reactor group 5 is constituted by three re-
actors 5a, 5b, and 5c that are connected in parallel. Each
of the three reactors 5a, 5b, and 5c is connected at one
end to the positive output terminal 4a of the rectifier circuit
4. The other end of the reactor 5a is connected to a first
input terminal 21a3 of the module 21. The other end of
the reactor 5b is connected to a second input terminal
21a2 of the module 21. The other end of the reactor 5c
is connected to a third input terminal 21a1 of the module
21. While a core with reduced harmonic iron losses is
used in each of the three reactors 5a, 5b, and 5c, the
core may be selected by taking into account the factors
such as a method for controlling the booster circuit 20 by
the control unit 11, power conversion efficiency of the
converter device 100, the amount of heat generated in
the booster circuit 20, the weight of the converter device
100, and the volume of the converter device 100.
[0017] The module 21 includes a MOSFET group 6

that is a group of switching elements, and a diode group
7. The module 21 is a bridge circuit in which three series
circuits 23a, 23b, and 23b are connected in parallel. The
MOSFET group 6 is constituted by three switching ele-
ments that are MOSFETs 6a, 6b, and 6c. The diode group
7 is constituted by three backflow prevention diodes 7a,
7b, and 7c.
[0018] The series circuit 23a is a circuit in which the
MOSFET 6a and the backflow prevention diode 7a are
connected in series. The series circuit 23b is a circuit in
which the MOSFET 6b and the backflow prevention diode
7b are connected in series. The series circuit 23c is a
circuit in which the MOSFET 6c and the backflow pre-
vention diode 7c are connected in series.
[0019] A drain of the MOSFET 6a is connected to an
anode of the backflow prevention diode 7a. A source of
the MOSFET 6a is connected to a negative output ter-
minal 21b. The negative output terminal 21b is connected
to one end of the shunt resistance 9. The other end of
the shunt resistance 9 is connected to a negative DC
busbar N. A PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) drive signal
X generated by the control unit 11 is input to a gate of
the MOSFET 6a. The PWM drive signal X is a signal that
causes the MOSFET 6a to perform an on-off operation.
A cathode of the backflow prevention diode 7a is con-
nected to a positive output terminal 21c. The positive
output terminal 21c is connected to a positive DC busbar
P.
[0020] A drain of the MOSFET 6b is connected to an
anode of the backflow prevention diode 7b. A source of
the MOSFET 6b is connected to the negative output ter-
minal 21b. A PWM drive signal Y generated by the control
unit 11 is input to a gate of the MOSFET 6b. The PWM
drive signal Y is a signal that causes the MOSFET 6b to
perform an on-off operation. A cathode of the backflow
prevention diode 7b is connected to the positive output
terminal 21c.
[0021] A drain of the MOSFET 6c is connected to an
anode of the backflow prevention diode 7c. A source of
the MOSFET 6c is connected to the negative output ter-
minal 21b. A PWM drive signal Z generated by the control
unit 11 is input to a gate of the MOSFET 6c. The PWM
drive signal Z is a signal that causes the MOSFET 6c to
perform an on-off operation. A cathode of the backflow
prevention diode 7c is connected to the positive output
terminal 21c.
[0022] The positive output terminal 21c is connected
to a positive terminal of the smoothing capacitor 8 and
to the inverter device 200. A negative terminal of the
smoothing capacitor 8 is connected to the bus-current
detection circuit 10, to the other end of the shunt resist-
ance 9, and to the inverter device 200.
[0023] The reactor 5a, the MOSFET 6a, and the back-
flow prevention diode 7a constitute a first chopper circuit
22a. The reactor 5b, the MOSFET 6b, and the backflow
prevention diode 7b constitute a second chopper circuit
22b. The reactor 5c, the MOSFET 6c, and the backflow
prevention diode 7c constitute a third chopper circuit 22c.
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[0024] The reactor 5a is connected to the MOSFET 6a
and the backflow prevention diode 7a via the first input
terminal 21a3. The reactor 5b is connected to the MOS-
FET 6b and the backflow prevention diode 7b via the
second input terminal 21a2. The reactor 5c is connected
to the MOSFET 6c and the backflow prevention diode 7c
via the third input terminal 21a1.
[0025] In the converter device 100 configured as de-
scribed above, AC power supplied from the AC power
supply 1 is input to the rectifier circuit 4 via the noise filter
2 and the inrush-current prevention circuit 3, and then
full-wave rectification is performed on the AC power input
to the rectifier circuit 4. Power having undergone full-
wave rectification in the rectifier circuit 4 is boosted in the
booster circuit 20. The power boosted in the booster cir-
cuit 20 is smoothed by the smoothing capacitor 8 and
then supplied to the inverter device 200. The inverter
device 200 converts a DC voltage smoothed by the
smoothing capacitor 8 to an AC voltage, and drives the
motor 400.
[0026] The bus current Idc detected by the bus-current
detection circuit 10 is input to the first filter circuit 12 and
the second filter circuit 13.
[0027] The first filter circuit 12, provided between the
bus-current detection circuit 10 and the control unit 11,
is an RC filter to be used for detecting a bus current during
a normal operation. The RC filter has a first filter time
constant. The first filter time constant is several tens of
microseconds [ms] to several hundreds of microseconds
[ms]. The first filter circuit 12 outputs a value of the bus
current Idc, detected by the bus-current detection circuit
10, to the control unit 11 as a signal for a feedback control.
[0028] The second filter circuit 13, provided between
the bus-current detection circuit 10 and the control unit
11, is an RC filter to be used for detecting an open-phase
in a reactor. The RC filter has a second filter time con-
stant. The second filter time constant is several micro-
seconds [ms]. The second filter circuit 13 outputs a value
of the bus current Idc detected by the bus-current detec-
tion circuit 10 to the control unit 11.
[0029] Next, an operation of the control unit 11 will be
described.
[0030] In the initial state, the control unit 11 has
stopped the MOSFET group 6. Before running a normal
control sequence, the control unit 11 turns on three MOS-
FETs 6a, 6b, and 6c that constitute the MOSFET group
6 in the described order at a predetermined power phase
for a predetermined number of seconds. Due to this op-
eration, a current flows in the respective phases. That is,
a current flows in the first chopper circuit 22a, the second
chopper circuit 22b, and the third chopper circuit 22c,
respectively.
[0031] A current having flowed via each chopper circuit
is detected by the bus-current detection circuit 10. The
detected bus current Idc is input to the control unit 11 via
the first filter circuit 12 and the second filter circuit 13.
[0032] As described above, the first filter circuit 12 has
an RC filter time constant longer than that of the second

filter circuit 13. Therefore, the control unit 11 cannot use
the bus current Idc, input via the first filter circuit 12 to
the control unit 11, as a current for accurately detecting
an open-phase in a reactor. However, because the RC
filter time constant of the second filter circuit 13 is shorter
than that of the first filter circuit 12, the control unit 11
can use the bus current Idc, input via the second filter
circuit 13, as a current for accurately detecting an open-
phase in a reactor.
[0033] In the manner as described above, at the time
of detecting an open-phase in a reactor, the control unit
11 reads the bus current Idc input via the second filter
circuit 13, and thereby determines whether a predeter-
mined current flows in each of the first chopper circuit
22a, the second chopper circuit 22b, and the third chop-
per circuit 22c. Therefore, the control unit 11 can deter-
mine whether there is an open-phase.
[0034] However, it is obvious that when the control unit
11 runs a normal control sequence, the second filter cir-
cuit 13 with a shorter RC filter time constant cannot com-
pletely remove noise generated during an on-off opera-
tion of the switching elements. Accordingly, in a case
where the control unit 11 uses the bus current Idc input
via the second filter circuit 13, it is difficult for the control
unit 11 to detect an accurate bus current. Consequently,
when the control unit 11 runs a normal control sequence,
the control unit 11 uses the bus current Idc input via the
first filter circuit 12 to execute a feedback control.
[0035] FIG. 2 is an explanatory flowchart of an opera-
tion in the control unit illustrated in FIG. 1 to detect an
open-phase in a reactor. Before running a normal control
sequence, the control unit 11 turns on three MOSFETs
6a, 6b, and 6c in the described order at a predetermined
power phase for a predetermined number of seconds in
order to lead a current via each phase. At this time, the
control unit 11 detects the bus current Idc input via the
second filter circuit 13, and determines whether a value
of the detected bus current Idc falls within a predeter-
mined range in order to determine whether there is an
open-phase.
[0036] FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of the details
of the control in the control unit illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG.
3 illustrates, from top to bottom, a voltage waveform Vin
of the AC power supply 1, the respective PWM drive sig-
nals X, Y, and Z for the MOSFETs 6a, 6b, and 6c, and
the bus current Idc of the bus-current detection circuit 10
input to the control unit 11 via the second filter circuit 13.
[0037] In FIG. 2, upon receiving an operation start sig-
nal (S1), the control unit 11 starts detecting whether there
is an open-phase prior to the start of operation (S2).
[0038] The control unit 11 turns on three MOSFETs
6a, 6b, and 6c in the described order at a predetermined
power phase for a predetermined number of seconds. At
this time, a current that flows after the three MOSFETs
6a, 6b, and 6c have been sequentially turned on is de-
tected by the bus-current detection circuit 10 via the sec-
ond filter circuit 13. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the control
unit 11 determines whether the bus current Idc that is a
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current value detected by the bus-current detection cir-
cuit 10 falls within a predetermined current range R (S3).
[0039] When the current value falls within the prede-
termined current range R (YES at S3), the control unit
11 shifts to an operation start sequence (S4).
[0040] When the current value does not fall within the
predetermined current range R (NO at S3), the control
unit 11 determines that an open-phase fault has occurred
in a reactor, and therefore does not shift to the operation
start sequence (S5).
[0041] After having shifted to the operation start se-
quence at S4, the control unit 11 uses the bus current
Idc detected via the first filter circuit 12 to execute a feed-
back control.
[0042] In a typical conventional booster circuit such as
disclosed in Patent Literature 1 in which a plurality of
series circuits, each of which includes a reactor and a
switching element, are connected in parallel, there is a
possibility that an open-phase may occur due to improper
wiring in the reactor, a break of a wire in the reactor, or
a fault in the switching element. If the boosting operation
is continued in an open-phase state, a load is concen-
trated on some of the reactors and the switching ele-
ments, which increases the amount of heat generated.
This may shorten the service life of the components. The
converter device 100 according to the present embodi-
ment detects an open-phase in a booster circuit regard-
less of the value of a reactor that constitutes the booster
circuit, and can therefore prevent the booster circuit from
operating in an open-phase state. In accordance with the
converter device 100, even when an open-phase has
been detected, the components can still be prevented
from being damaged, and consequently a reduction in
the service life of the components can be prevented.
[0043] If an open-phase has occurred in a conventional
booster circuit represented by Patent Literature 1, this
hinders an air conditioner from continuously operating,
impairs the comfort for users, and impairs energy saving.
In contrast thereto, the motor drive device 300 according
to the present embodiment is used in an air conditioner,
and this provides an effect of improving the comfort for
users, and improving energy saving without hindering
the air conditioner from continuously operating. Similarly,
the motor drive device 300 according to the present em-
bodiment is used in a refrigerator or a heat-pump water
heater, and this provides an effect of improving energy
saving.
[0044] In the booster circuit 20 according to the present
embodiment, a chopper circuit group 22 constituted by
three chopper circuits is used. However, it is sufficient
that the chopper circuit group 22 is configured to be ca-
pable of boosting an output voltage of the rectifier circuit
4. Therefore, the chopper circuit group 22 may be con-
stituted by two chopper circuits, or four or more chopper
circuits.
[0045] Although the booster circuit 20 according to the
present embodiment uses a MOSFET as an example of
the switching elements, the switching elements consti-

tuting the booster circuit 20 is not limited to a MOSFET
as long as a switching operation can be performed, and
an IGBT (Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor), an IGCT
(Insulated Gate Controlled Thyristor), or an FET (Field
Effect Transistor) can be also used for the switching el-
ements.
[0046] In the present embodiment, the AC power sup-
ply 1 that is a single-phase AC power supply is used, and
the rectifier circuit 4 that is a single-phase rectifier circuit
is used. However, the AC power supply 1 may be a three-
phase AC power supply. In a case where a three-phase
AC power supply is used as the AC power supply 1, a
three-phase rectifier circuit may be used as the rectifier
circuit 4.
[0047] In the booster circuit 20 according to the present
embodiment, the diode group 7 is used as a backflow
prevention element. However, the backflow prevention
element is not limited to the diode group 7. In the booster
circuit 20, a switching element such as an IGBT, an IGCT,
or an FET may be used as a backflow prevention element
instead of the diode group 7, as long as the element func-
tions as a backflow prevention element.
[0048] The configurations described in the above em-
bodiment are only examples of the content of the present
invention. The configurations may be combined with oth-
er well-known techniques, and a part of each configura-
tion may be omitted or modified without departing from
the scope of the present invention.

Reference Signs List

[0049] 1 AC power supply, 2 noise filter, 3 inrush-cur-
rent prevention circuit, 4 rectifier circuit, 4a positive output
terminal, 4b negative output terminal, 5 reactor group,
5a, 5b, 5c reactor, 6 MOSFET group, 6a, 6b, 6c MOS-
FET, 7 diode group, 7a, 7b, 7c backflow prevention diode,
8 smoothing capacitor, 9 shunt resistance, 10 bus-cur-
rent detection circuit, 11 control unit, 12 first filter circuit,
13 second filter circuit, 20 booster circuit, 21 module,
21a1 third input terminal, 21a2 second input terminal,
21a3 first input terminal, 21b negative output terminal,
21c positive output terminal, 22 chopper circuit group,
22a first chopper circuit, 22b second chopper circuit, 22c
third chopper circuit, 23a, 23b, 23c series circuit, 100
converter device, 200 inverter device, 300 motor drive
device, 400 motor.

Claims

1. A converter device comprising:

a rectifier circuit to rectify an AC voltage output
from an AC power supply;
a booster circuit including a plurality of reactors,
a plurality of switching elements, and a plurality
of backflow prevention elements to boost an out-
put voltage of the rectifier circuit;
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a smoothing capacitor to smooth an output volt-
age of the booster circuit;
a current detection circuit to detect a value of a
current that flows between the rectifier circuit
and the booster circuit;
a first filter circuit having a first filter time con-
stant;
a second filter circuit having a second filter time
constant shorter than the first filter time constant;
and
a control unit to control an operation of the plu-
rality of switching elements by inputting a current
value detected by the current detection circuit
to the control unit via the first filter circuit and the
second filter circuit.

2. The converter device according to claim 1, wherein
the control unit determines whether there is an open-
phase by determining whether the current value, in-
put via the second filter circuit when the plurality of
switching elements are turned on sequentially, falls
within a predetermined current range.

3. A motor drive device comprising:

the converter device according to claim 1 or 2;
and
an inverter device to convert DC power output
from the converter device to AC power, and to
supply the AC power to a motor.

4. A refrigerator comprising the motor drive device ac-
cording to claim 3.

5. An air conditioner comprising the motor drive device
according to claim 3.

6. A heat-pump water heater comprising the motor
drive device according to claim 3.

9 10 
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