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Description

FIELD

[0001] Embodiments described herein relate generally
to a steam turbine and a method of operating a steam
turbine and a heat, and particularly to a steam turbine
using a high-temperature steam of about 650 to 750°C
and a method of operating a steam turbine.

BACKGROUND

[0002] From the viewpoint of improving the efficiency
of the steam turbine, a steam turbine using a main stream
of steam having a temperature of about 600°C has been
realized. To further improve the efficiency of the steam
turbine, research and development are underway for set-
ting a temperature of the main stream of steam to about
650 to 750°C.
[0003] Since such a steam turbine has the main stream
of steam of a high temperature, it is required to use a
heat-resisting alloy for some component parts. But, the
heat-resisting alloy is expensive and is hardly fabricated
to produce large-size parts, so that the heat-resisting al-
loy cannot be used for some component parts. A portion
configured of such component parts might have poor ma-
terial strength when the steam temperature is increased
to a high level. Accordingly, as described in, for example,
JP-A 2006-104951 (KOKAI), a technology of suppress-
ing material strength from lowering due to a high temper-
ature by cooling the component parts which have a high
temperature is under study.
[0004] JP-A 2006-104951 (KOKAI) describes a tech-
nology of cooling a diaphragm outer ring by forming a
diaphragm outer ring supporting a stationary blade with
a cooling passage for flowing cooling steam in a steam
turbine having a double-structured casing which is com-
prised of an outer casing and an inner casing.
[0005] Since the steam turbine has a large casing, it
is desirably made of not a heat-resisting alloy but a con-
ventionally used heat-resisting steel from the viewpoint
of production costs and production. And, a conventional
steam turbine provided with a double-structure casing
has a diaphragm outer ring for supporting a stationary
blade, which is, for example, arranged partly in contact
with an inner casing, so that heat tends to be conducted
from the diaphragm outer ring to the inner casing. And,
the conventional structure of cooling the diaphragm outer
ring is not easy to sufficiently cool the inner casing which
tends to have a high temperature in the double-structure
casing.
[0006] JP S61 1809 A describes a casing of steam
turbine with the objective to prevent a prompt tempera-
ture rise of the casing so as to reduce heat stress,
achieved by flowing another fluid having different pres-
sure, temperature characteristics from that of the main
fluid in the space formed in the casing of the steam tur-
bine.

[0007] EP 1 445 427 A1 describes a steam turbine and
a method for operating a steam turbine, especially a tur-
bine operating at comparatively high steam tempera-
tures. For that purpose an active cooling of a housing
shell is provided, wherein segments of that housing shell
are provided with a number of integrated cooling chan-
nels, which are actively cooled by a cooling medium.
[0008] JP 2006 097544 A describes a steam turbine
plant and a cooling method of a steam turbine plant,
wherein in order to prevent decline in thermal efficiency
caused by intermixture of low-temperature steam with
high-temperature steam. Therein a sealing device for
cooling steam as provided in the gap between adjacent
diaphragm outer rings. Thereby it is prevented that cool-
ing steam passes a communication groove formed in a
fitted and fixed part of an inner casing and diaphragm
outer rings from being mixed with drive reheating steam
of an intermediate pressure turbine.
[0009] JP 2004 346932 A describes a steam turbine,
its cooling method and a steam turbine plant in which the
plant heat efficiency is improved by raising the temper-
ature of reheating steam to a superhigh temperature. The
steam turbine plant is formed by combining a steam tur-
bine, a condensation system, and a water supply system
with a steam generator. The system further has an over-
heat reducer for supplying the reheating steam from the
steam generator to an intermediate pressure turbine of
a steam turbine part via a nozzle box by arranging the
nozzle box, and heating supply water by sensible heat
of bleed steam from the intermediate pressure turbine in
a water supply system.

SUMMARY

[0010] The present invention is defined by the steam
turbine type according to appended claim 1 and the meth-
od of operating a steam turbine according to appended
claim 6. The corresponding dependent claims are direct-
ed to optional features and preferred embodiments. The
subsequently described fifth embodiment is not part of
the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor of the steam turbine according to a first
embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of the
turbine rotor for illustrating a structure of a cooling
medium passage of the steam turbine according to
the first embodiment.
FIG. 3 is a plan view of a part of a side surface on
the downstream side of a diaphragm outer ring in
contact with a side surface on the upstream side of
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a protruded portion when viewed from the down-
stream side in the axial direction of the turbine rotor.
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor for illustrating a structure of a cooling
medium passage of the steam turbine according to
a second embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor for illustrating a structure of a cooling
medium passage of the steam turbine according to
a third embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor for illustrating a structure of a cooling
medium passage of the steam turbine according to
a fourth embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a cross section (merid-
ional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor for illustrating a structure of a heat in-
sulating structure of the steam turbine according to
a fifth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] In an aspect of embodiments, there is provided
a casing of a steam turbine provided with a double-struc-
ture casing, and particularly to a steam turbine capable
of suppressing a temperature increase in an inner casing
and a method of operating a steam turbine.
[0013] In another aspect of embodiments, there is pro-
vided a steam turbine comprising a double-structure cas-
ing comprising an outer casing and an inner casing; a
steam inlet pipe disposed to communicate between an
inlet portion of the outer casing and an inlet portion of the
inner casing; a turbine rotor operatively disposed in the
inner casing, the turbine rotor is implanted with plural
stages of moving blades; plural stages of stationary
blades circumferentially provided between a diaphragm
outer ring and a diaphragm inner ring, the stages of the
stationary blades are arranged alternately with the stages
of the moving blades, respectively, in the axial direction
of the turbine rotor; and an exhaust passage that guides
a working fluid, which has passed through a final stage
moving blade, to an outside of the outer casing, charac-
terized in that the steam turbine further comprises: a cool-
ing medium passage formed between the inner casing
and the diaphragm outer ring to flow a cooling medium;
and a supply pipe that supplies the cooling medium to
the cooling medium passage.
[0014] In another aspect of embodiments, there is pro-
vided a method of operating a steam turbine comprising
a double-structure casing comprising an outer casing and
an inner casing; a steam inlet pipe disposed to commu-
nicate between an inlet portion of the outer casing and
an inlet portion of the inner casing; a turbine rotor oper-
atively disposed in the inner casing, the turbine rotor is
implanted with plural stages of moving blades; plural

stages of stationary blades circumferentially provided be-
tween a diaphragm outer ring and a diaphragm inner ring,
the stages of the stationary blades are arranged alter-
nately with the stages of the moving blades, respectively,
in the axial direction of the turbine rotor; and an exhaust
passage that guides a working fluid, which has passed
through a final stage moving blade, to an outside of the
outer casing, characterized in that the inner casing and
the diaphragm outer ring are directly cooled by introduc-
ing a cooling medium into a cooling medium passage
formed between the inner casing and the diaphragm out-
er ring through a supply pipe.
[0015] Embodiments are described with reference to
the drawings, which are provided for illustration only and
do not limit the present invention in any aspect.
[0016] One embodiment is described below with ref-
erence to Figs. 1 to 3.

(First embodiment)

[0017] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor 22 of a steam turbine 10 according to a first
embodiment.
[0018] As shown in FIG. 1, the steam turbine 10 is pro-
vided with a double-structure casing which comprises an
inner casing 20 and an outer casing 21 disposed outside
of it. And, the turbine rotor 22 is operatively disposed
within and through the inner casing 20. Plural moving
blades 24 are circumferentially implanted in a rotor disk
23 of the turbine rotor 22 to configure a moving blade
cascade (e.g. a stage of the moving blades). This moving
blade cascade is formed in plural stages in the axial di-
rection of the turbine rotor 22. The turbine rotor 22 is
rotatably supported by an unshown rotor bearing.
[0019] A diaphragm outer ring 25 and a diaphragm in-
ner ring 26 are disposed along the circumferential direc-
tion within the inner casing 20. Plural stationary blades
27 are circumferentially provided and supported between
the diaphragm outer ring 25 and the diaphragm inner ring
26 to configure a stator blade cascade (e.g. a stage of
the turbine stationary blades). This stator blade cascade
is alternately arranged with the moving blade cascade in
plural stages in the axial direction of the turbine rotor 22
to form plural turbine stages comprising stator blade cas-
cades and moving blade cascades. Here, the diaphragm
outer ring 25 and the diaphragm inner ring 26 are con-
figured into a cylindrical shape by combining two semi-
cylindrical members. Therefore, both ends of the semi-
cylindrical members, which become a horizontal plane,
have a flange portion (not shown) for fixing the semicy-
lindrical members by mutually combining them.
[0020] A protruded portion 28 is circumferentially pro-
truded toward an inner radial direction with respect to the
central axis of the turbine rotor 22. Protruded portion 28
is circumferentially formed on the inner surface of the
inner casing 20. Protruded portion 28 is formed in plural
in the axial direction of the turbine rotor 22. Each of pro-
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truded portions 28, respectively, corresponds with the
each of the stages of the turbine stationary blades, e.g.
the stator blade cascade. An upstream side surface 28a,
which is a side surface located on the upstream side of
the protruded portion 28, is in contact with a downstream
side surface 25a, which is a side surface located on the
downstream side, of the diaphragm outer ring 25. Thus,
the diaphragm outer ring 25 is arranged such that the
downstream side surface 25a on the downstream side
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 is contacted to the up-
stream side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28, to
prevent the diaphragm outer ring 25 from moving to the
downstream side in the axial direction of the turbine rotor
22.
[0021] A labyrinth seal portion 29 is provided on the
diaphragm inner ring 26 on the side of the turbine rotor
22, to prevent steam from leaking between the dia-
phragm inner ring 26 and the turbine rotor 22. The laby-
rinth seal portion 29 has a structure divided into plural,
for example, eight sections in the circumferential direc-
tion so to be inserted in the circumferential direction to
fit into the groove portion formed in the inner circumfer-
ence of the diaphragm inner ring 26.
[0022] The steam turbine 10 is provided with a steam
inlet pipe 30, in which steam is introduced from outside,
to communicate an inlet portion 21a of the outer casing
21 and an inlet portion 20a of the inner casing 20. And,
the inner surface of the inlet portion 20a of the inner cas-
ing 20 is provided with a seal ring 31 to seal between the
inner casing 20 and the steam inlet pipe 30.
[0023] The inlet portion 20a of the inner casing 20 is
provided with a nozzle box 32. One end of the nozzle
box 32 is connected to communicate with the steam inlet
pipe 30. And, the other end of the nozzle box 32, namely
the outlet, is configured with a stator blade cascade hav-
ing a first stage stationary blade 27.
[0024] The steam turbine 10 is provided with an ex-
haust passage (not shown) which guides the steam,
which is a working fluid having passed the final stage of
moving blade 24 after flowing through alternately the sta-
tor blade cascades and the moving blade cascades in
the inner casing 20 while performing the expansion work,
from the interior of the inner casing 20 to outside.
[0025] A cooling medium passage 40 for allowing a
cooling medium CM is formed between the inner casing
20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25. And, the cooling
medium passage 40 is provided with a supply pipe 45
for supplying the cooling medium CM as shown in FIG.
1. The supply pipe 45 is formed through the outer casing
21 with its one end fitted into a through hole formed in
the inner casing 20. Here, the supply pipe 45 is disposed
to supply the cooling medium CM to the cooling medium
passage 40 of the third turbine stage, but its position is
not limited to it.
[0026] As the cooling medium CM, the steam extracted
from another steam turbine, the steam discharged from
another steam turbine, the steam extracted from the boil-
er and or the like can be used. When the steam turbine

10 is an intermediate-pressure turbine, the steam extract-
ed from, for example, a high-pressure turbine can be
used as the cooling medium CM. When the steam turbine
10 is a high-pressure turbine, the steam extracted from,
for example, a boiler can be used as the cooling medium
CM.
[0027] The cooling medium CM is preferably set to a
temperature at which a large thermal stress is not caused
in the parts such as the inner casing 20 and the dia-
phragm outer ring 25 to be cooled. Here, as a tempera-
ture at which a large thermal stress is not generated, it
is preferably determined to be a temperature about 50
to 150°C lower than the temperatures of the inner casing
20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25 in a state not being
cooled. And, a supply pressure of the cooling medium
CM is preferably a pressure at a level that for example,
in the cooling medium passage 40 shown in FIG. 1, the
cooling medium CM can flow to the downstream side
(right side in FIG. 1) through the cooling medium passage
40 (see an arrow in FIG. 1) and to the cooling medium
passage 40 corresponding to the final turbine stage. In
addition, the supply pressure of the cooling medium CM
is preferably a pressure at a level capable of flowing the
cooling medium CM through the cooling medium pas-
sage 40 to the upstream side (left side in FIG. 1) (see an
arrow in FIG. 1), flowing between the steam inlet pipe 30
sealed by the seal ring 31 and the inner surface of the
inlet portion 20a of the inner casing 20, and flowing into
the space between the inner casing 20 and the outer
casing 21.
[0028] Here, a pressure loss, namely a passage resist-
ance, in the passage when the cooling medium CM is
flown to the upstream side (left side in FIG. 1) and down-
stream side (right side in FIG. 1) of the cooling medium
passage 40 is appropriately determined by adjusting a
passage cross-sectional area of a gap portion 41 formed
between the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the
outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25 and of the
groove portion 42 formed in the downstream side surface
25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25. Here, the inner sur-
face of inner casing 20 includes both side surfaces and
an inner circumferential surface of protruded portion 28.
The outer surface of diaphragm outer ring 25 includes
an outer circumferential surface and both side surfaces.
[0029] As shown in FIG. 1, it is preferable to dispose
a cooling medium leakage preventing member 33 cir-
cumferentially between the mutually adjacent diaphragm
outer rings 25 to prevent the cooling medium CM from
flowing from the gap between the mutually adjacent di-
aphragm outer rings 25 into the passage where a main
stream of steam flows. This cooling medium leakage pre-
venting member 33 is made of, for example, the same
heat resisting material as that forming the diaphragm out-
er ring 25 and composed of a plate-like member divided
into plural parts in the circumferential direction. In other
words, this cooling medium leakage preventing member
33 is configured into a cylindrical shape as a whole by
combining the plate-like member divided into plural parts
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in the circumferential direction. For example, both ends
of the individual plate-like members can also be config-
ured to have a flange portion (not shown) for fixing by
combining the mutually adjacent plate-like members in
the circumferential direction. The individual plate-like
members in the ring shape are fitted with fitting grooves
34 formed in the side surfaces of the adjacent and op-
posed diaphragm outer rings 25, so that it is possible to
form a cylindrical shape as a whole without disposing the
above-described flange portion.
[0030] The cooling medium passage 40 is described
below in further detail.
[0031] FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of
the turbine rotor 22 for illustrating a structure of the cool-
ing medium passage 40 of the steam turbine 10 accord-
ing to the first embodiment. FIG. 3 is a plan view of a part
of the downstream side surface 25a of the diaphragm
outer ring 25 which is in contact with the upstream side
surface 28a of the protruded portion 28 when viewed
from the downstream side in the axial direction of the
turbine rotor 22. FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 show the flow of the
cooling medium CM by arrows.
[0032] As shown in FIG. 2, the cooling medium pas-
sage 40 comprises a plurality of gap portions 41 and a
groove portion 42. Each of gap portions 41 corresponds
with each of the stages of the turbine stationary blades
(e.g. the turbine stator cascade). Each of gap portions
41 is configured of an inner surface of the inner casing
20 and an outer surface of at least one of the diaphragm
outer rings 25, so that each of gap portions 41 is axially
separated by protruded portions 28, respectively. Groove
portion 42 is formed in a downstream side surface 25a,
which is a side surface located on the downstream side
of the diaphragm outer ring 25, in contact with a upstream
side surface 28a, which is a side surface located on the
upstream side of the protruded portion 28, and commu-
nicated with the gap portion 41. In other words, groove
portion 41 couples and connects two of axially adjacently
located gap portions 41 to communicate. As shown in
FIG. 3, the groove portion 42 is formed to have a pre-
scribed width in the downstream side surface 25a of the
diaphragm outer ring 25 along the radial direction of the
diaphragm outer ring 25 and formed in plural with pre-
scribed intervals circumferentially.
[0033] As shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the cooling me-
dium CM flows partially through the gap portion 41 which
is formed by the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and
the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25, flows
through the groove portion 42 formed in the downstream
side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25, and
flows into the gap portion 41 which is formed by the inner
surface of the inner casing 20 of the turbine stage on the
further downstream side and the outer surface of the di-
aphragm outer ring 25. Thus, the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 and the outer surface of the diaphragm
outer ring 25 are directly cooled by the cooling medium
CM.

[0034] The action of the steam turbine 10 is described
below with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3.
[0035] As shown in FIG. 1, the steam introduced from
the steam inlet pipe 30 into the steam turbine 10 is guided
to the nozzle box 32. The steam guided to the nozzle box
32 is discharged from the first stage stationary blade 27
in the nozzle box 32 toward the first stage moving blade
24. And, the steam discharged from the nozzle box 32
flows through the steam passage between the stationary
blade 27 arranged in the inner casing 20 and the moving
blade 24 implanted in the rotor disk 23 of the turbine rotor
22 to rotate the turbine rotor 22. The steam having flown
through the inner casing 20 while performing the expan-
sion work and passed through the final stage moving
blade 24 is exhausted out of the steam turbine 10 through
an exhaust passage (not shown).
[0036] The cooling medium CM introduced into the
cooling medium passage 40 through the supply pipe 45
flows partially to the downstream side (right side in FIG.
1) (see the arrows in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) through the gap
portion 41 which is formed by the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 and the outer surface of the diaphragm
outer ring 25 as shown on FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. And, as
shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, it passes through the groove
portion 42 which is formed in the downstream side sur-
face 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 and flows into
the gap portion 41 on the further downstream which is
formed by the inner surface of the inner casing 20 of the
turbine stage on the further downstream side and the
outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25. And, the
cooling medium CM having passed through the cooling
medium passage 40 corresponding to the final turbine
stage is guided into, for example, an exhaust passage
(not shown).
[0037] Meanwhile, the rest of the cooling medium CM
introduced into the cooling medium passage 40 through
the supply pipe 45 flows through the gap portion 41
formed by the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and
the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the
upstream side (left side in FIG. 1) as shown in FIG. 1
(see the arrow in FIG. 1). And, the cooling medium CM
passes through the groove portion 42 formed in the down-
stream side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25
toward outside in the radial direction as shown in FIG. 1.
And, it flows into the gap portion 41 on the further up-
stream side formed by the inner surface of the inner cas-
ing 20 of the turbine stage on the further upstream side
and the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25. The
cooling medium CM having passed through the second
turbine stage toward the upstream side flows between
the steam inlet pipe 30 sealed by the seal ring 31 and
the inner surface of the inlet portion 20a of the inner cas-
ing 20 to flow into the space between the inner casing
20 and the outer casing 21. And, the cooling medium CM
having flown between the inner casing 20 and the outer
casing 21 is guided into, for example, an exhaust pas-
sage (not shown).
[0038] Thus, the cooling medium CM flows between
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the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25 to
cool the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring
25. And, the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring
25 is cooled, so that heat transfer from the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 due to heat radiation can be suppressed.
[0039] As described above, the steam turbine 10 of the
first embodiment has the cooling medium passage 40 for
flowing the cooling medium CM between the inner casing
20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25, so that the inner
surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer surface of
the diaphragm outer ring 25 can be cooled directly.
Therefore, the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer
ring 25 can be cooled efficiently.
[0040] Since the inner casing 20 is cooled as described
above, the inner casing 20 can be configured of a material
such as the same high Cr heat resistant steel as before
even when the steam supplied to the steam turbine 10
is set to a temperature such as about 650 to 750°C. Thus,
the production cost can be suppressed from increasing
and the efficiency of the steam turbine 10 can be im-
proved.

(Second embodiment)

[0041] The steam turbine 10 of the second embodi-
ment has the same structure as that of the steam turbine
10 of the first embodiment except that the structure of
the cooling medium passage 40 in the steam turbine 10
of the first embodiment described above was changed.
Here, a cooling medium passage 50 different from the
structure of the cooling medium passage 40 in the steam
turbine 10 of the first embodiment is described mainly.
[0042] FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor 22 for illustrating a structure of die cooling
medium passage 50 of the steam turbine 10 according
to the second embodiment. Like component parts corre-
sponding to those of the structure of the steam turbine
10 of the first embodiment are denoted by like reference
numerals, and overlapped descriptions will be omitted or
simplified (the same is applied to the following embodi-
ments).
[0043] As shown in FIG. 4, the cooling medium pas-
sage 50 comprises a plurality of gap portions 41 and a
through hole 51. Each of gap portions 41 corresponds
with each of the stages of the turbine stationary blades
(e.g. the turbine stator cascade). Each of gap portions
41 is formed between the inner surface of the inner casing
20 and the outer surface of at least one of the diaphragm
outer rings 25, so that each of gap portions 41 is axially
separated by protruded portions 28, respectively.
Through hole 51 is formed in the protruded portion 28 to
communicate with the gap portion 41. In other words,
through hole 51 couples and connects two of axially ad-
jacently located gap portions 41 to communicate. FIG. 4
shows a structure of the cooling medium passage 50 for
flowing the cooling medium CM introduced into the cool-

ing medium passage 50 through the supply pipe 45 par-
tially to the downstream side (right side in FIG. 4), and
the cooling medium passage 50 on the upstream side
also has the same structure.
[0044] Then, the action of the cooling medium CM flow-
ing through the cooling medium passage 50 is described
with reference to FIG. 4.
[0045] The cooling medium CM introduced into the
cooling medium passage 50 through the supply pipe 45
flows partially to the downstream side (right side in FIG.
4) through the gap portion 41 formed by the inner surface
of the inner casing 20 and the outer surface of the dia-
phragm outer ring 25 (see the arrows in FIG. 4). And, it
flows through the through hole 51 formed in the protruded
portion 28 and into the gap portion 41 on the further down-
stream side which is formed by the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 of the turbine stage on the further down-
stream side and the outer surface of the diaphragm outer
ring 25. And, the cooling medium CM having passed
through the cooling medium passage 50 corresponding
to the final turbine stage is guided into, for example, an
exhaust passage (not shown).
[0046] Meanwhile, the rest of the cooling medium CM
introduced into the cooling medium passage 50 through
the supply pipe 45 flows to the upstream side (left side
in FIG. 4) through the gap portion 41 which is formed by
the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer
surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25. And, it flows
through the through hole 51 formed in the protruded por-
tion 28 and into the gap portion 41 on the further upstream
side which is formed by the inner surface of the inner
casing 20 of the turbine stage on the further upstream
side and the outer circumferential surface of the dia-
phragm outer ring 25. The cooling medium CM which
has passed the second turbine stage toward the up-
stream side flows between the steam inlet pipe 30 sealed
by the seal ring 31 and the inner surface of the inlet portion
20a of the inner casing 20 to flow into the space between
the inner casing 20 and the outer casing 21 (see FIG. 1).
And, the cooling medium CM having flown between the
inner casing 20 and the outer casing 21 is guided into,
for example, an exhaust passage (not shown).
[0047] Thus, the cooling medium CM flows between
the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25 to
cool the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring
25. And, the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring
25 is cooled, so that heat transfer from the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 due to heat radiation can be suppressed.
[0048] As described above, the steam turbine 10 of the
second embodiment has the cooling medium passage
50 for flowing the cooling medium CM between the inner
casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25, so that the
inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 can be cooled directly.
Therefore, the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer
ring 25 can be cooled efficiently.
[0049] Since the inner casing 20 is cooled as described
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above, the inner casing 20 can be configured of a material
such as the same high Cr heat resistant steel as before
even when the steam supplied to the steam turbine 10
is set to a temperature, such as about 650 to 750°C.
Thus, the production cost can be suppressed from in-
creasing and the efficiency of the steam turbine 10 can
be improved.

(Third embodiment)

[0050] The steam turbine 10 of the third embodiment
has the same structure as that of the steam turbine 10
of the first embodiment except that the structure of the
cooling medium passage 40 in the steam turbine 10 of
the first embodiment described above was changed.
Here, a cooling medium passage 60 different from the
structure of the cooling medium passage 40 in the steam
turbine 10 of the first embodiment is described mainly.
[0051] FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor 22 for illustrating a structure of the cooling
medium passage 60 of the steam turbine 10 according
to a third embodiment.
[0052] As shown in FIG. 5, the cooling medium pas-
sage 60 is provided with a plurality of gap portions 41,
each of which is formed between the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 and the outer surface of at least one of
the diaphragm outer ring 25. Each of gap portions 41
corresponds with each of the stages of the turbine sta-
tionary blades (e.g. the turbine stator cascade), so that
each of gap portions 41 is axially separated by protruded
portions 28, respectively. And, a plate-like member 61,
in which plural holes 61a are formed, is disposed in the
circumferential direction in each of the gap portions 41
between the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the
outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25.
[0053] The plate-like member 61 has a cylindrical
shape as a whole by combining the divided pieces which
are divided into plural in the circumferential direction. For
example, both ends of the individual divided pieces can
also be configured to have a flange portion (not shown)
for fixing by combining the mutually adjacent plate-like
members in the circumferential direction. Otherwise, the
individual divided pieces of the plate-like member 61 are
fixed between adjacent the protruded portions 28 in the
axial direction of the turbine rotor 22, so that it becomes
possible to form a cylindrical shape as a whole without
disposing the above-described flange portion for fixing
the adjacent divided pieces in the circumferential direc-
tion. The material for forming the plate-like member 61
is not limited to a particular one if it is a material which
does not cause thermal deformation or the like. The plate-
like member 61 can be configured of the same material
as that used to configure, for example, the inner casing
20.
[0054] The holes 61a formed in the plate-like member
61 are preferably determined to have a bore such that
the cooling medium CM can be spouted at a prescribed

speed from the side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 toward
the inner surface of the inner casing 20. When the holes
61a formed in the plate-like member 61 are round, their
diameters are preferably determined to fall in a range of
1 mm to 10 mm.
[0055] A distance from the outer surface of the plate-
like member 61 to the inner surface of the inner casing
20 is preferably set to a distance that the cooling medium
CM spouted through the holes 61a formed in the plate-
like member 61 can be collided effectively to the inner
surface of the inner casing 20. This distance can be de-
termined appropriately by conducting analysis and ex-
periments according to the flow rate and pressure of the
cooling medium and the number and arrangement of the
holes 61a. Thus, the heat transfer between the cooling
medium CM and the inner surface of the inner casing 20
can be improved.
[0056] As shown in FIG. 5, the cooling medium pas-
sage 60 has a through hole 62 which is formed in the
protruded portion 28 to communicate with the gap portion
41. In other words, through hole 62 couples and connects
two of axially adjacently located gap portions 41 to com-
municate. The through hole 62 is formed to penetrate
from the upstream side surface 28a of the protruded por-
tion 28 positioned between the plate-like member 61 and
the inner surface of the inner casing 20 to the side surface
28b on the downstream side of the protruded portion 28
which is on the side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 than
on the side of the plate-like member 61. In other words,
a radial position of an inlet of the cooling medium CM of
through hole 62 is located between the plate-like member
61 and inner surface of inner casing 20, and the radial
position of an outlet of the cooling medium CM of through
hole 62 is located between the outer surface of dia-
phragm outer ring 25 and plate-like member 61, so that
cooling medium CM flows through and is spouted through
the holes 61a of in the plate-like member 61 from an inner
side to an outer side.
[0057] FIG. 5 shows a structure of the cooling medium
passage 60 for flowing the cooling medium CM intro-
duced into the cooling medium passage 60 through the
supply pipe 45 partially to the downstream side (right side
in FIG. 5), and the cooling medium passage 60 on the
upstream side has basically the same structure. In other
words, the through hole 62 is formed to penetrate from
the downstream side surface 28b of the protruded portion
28 positioned between the plate-like member 61 and the
inner surface of the inner casing 20 to the upstream side
surface 28a of the protruded portion 28 which is on the
side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 than on the side of
the plate-like member 61.
[0058] The action of the cooling medium CM flowing
through the cooling medium passage 60 is described with
reference to FIG. 5.
[0059] The cooling medium CM introduced into the
cooling medium passage 60 through the supply pipe 45
is partially supplied to the gap portion 41 on the side of
the diaphragm outer ring 25 than on the side of the plate-
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like member 61, and flows to the downstream side (right
side in FIG. 5) (see the arrows in FIG. 5). At this time,
the cooling medium CM is spouted from the side of the
diaphragm outer ring 25 to the inner surface of the inner
casing 20 through the holes 61a formed in the plate-like
member 61. The cooling medium CM spouted through
the holes 61a collides against the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 to cool the inner surface of the inner cas-
ing 20. Then, the cooling medium CM flows through the
through hole 62 and is guided to the gap portion 41 on
the side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 than the side of
the plate-like member 61 of the turbine stage on the
downstream side. And, the cooling medium CM having
passed through the cooling medium passage 60 corre-
sponding to the final turbine stage is guided into, for ex-
ample, an exhaust passage (not shown).
[0060] Meanwhile, the rest of the cooling medium CM
introduced into the cooling medium passage 60 through
the supply pipe 45 is supplied to the gap portion 41 on
the side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 than on the side
of the plate-like member 61, and flows to the upstream
side (left side in FIG. 5). At this time, the cooling medium
CM is spouted from the side of the diaphragm outer ring
25 toward the inner surface of the inner casing 20 trough
the holes 61a formed in the plate-like member 61, The
cooling medium CM spouted through the holes 61a col-
lides against the inner surface of the inner casing 20 to
cool the inner surface of the inner casing 20. Then, the
cooling medium CM flows through the through hole 62,
and is guided to the gap portion 41 on the side of the
diaphragm outer ring 25 than on the side of the plate-like
member 61 of the turbine stage of the upstream side.
The cooling medium CM having passed through the sec-
ond turbine stage toward the upstream side flows be-
tween the steam inlet pipe 30 sealed by the seal ring 31
and the inner surface of the inlet portion 20a of the inner
casing 20 and flows into the space between the inner
casing 20 and the outer casing 21 (see FIG. 1). And, the
cooling medium CM having flown between the inner cas-
ing 20 and the outer casing 21 is guided to, for example,
an exhaust passage (not shown).
[0061] Thus, the cooling medium CM flows between
the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25 to
cool the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring
25. And, the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring
25 is cooled, so that heat transfer from the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 due to heat radiation can be suppressed.
[0062] As described above, the steam turbine 10 of the
third embodiment has the cooling medium passage 60
for flowing the cooling medium CM between the inner
casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25, so that the
inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 can be cooled directly. In
addition, the provision of the plate-like member 61 having
plural holes 61a can cause the cooling medium CM to
spout from the side of the diaphragm outer ring 25 toward
the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and to collide the

cooling medium CM to the inner surface of the inner cas-
ing 20. Therefore, the inner casing 20 can be cooled ef-
ficiently.
[0063] Since the inner casing 20 is cooled as described
above, the inner casing 20 can be configured of a material
such as the same high Cr heat resistant steel as before
even when the steam supplied to the steam turbine 10
is set to a temperature such as about 650 to 750°C. Thus,
the production cost can be suppressed from increasing
and the efficiency of the steam turbine 10 can be im-
proved.

(Fourth embodiment)

[0064] The steam turbine 10 of the fourth embodiment
has the same structure as that of the steam turbine 10
of the first embodiment except that the structure of the
cooling medium passage 40 in the steam turbine 10 of
the first embodiment described above was changed.
Here, a cooling medium passage 70 different from the
structure of the cooling medium passage 40 in the steam
turbine 10 of the first embodiment is described mainly.
[0065] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor 22 for illustrating a structure of a cooling
medium passage 70 of the steam turbine 10 according
to a fourth embodiment.
[0066] As shown in FIG. 6, the cooling medium pas-
sage 70 is provided with a plurality of gap portions 41
and a communication hole 71. Each of gap portions 41
is formed between the inner surface of the inner casing
20 and the outer surface of at least one of the diaphragm
outer ring 25, so that each of gap portions 41 is axially
separated by protruded portions 28, respectively, Com-
munication hole 71 is formed to communicate axially ad-
jacently located gap portions 41. Communication hole 71
is formed in the diaphragm outer ring 25 and the protrud-
ed portion 28, penetrating from the diaphragm outer ring
25 to the protruded portion 28. In other words, commu-
nication hole 71 couples and connects two of axially ad-
jacently located gap portions 41 to communicate.
[0067] FIG. 6 shows a structure of the cooling medium
passage 70 for flowing the cooling medium CM intro-
duced into the cooling medium passage 70 through the
supply pipe 45 partially to the downstream side (right side
in FIG. 6), and the cooling medium passage 70 on the
upstream side also has the same structure.
[0068] The action of the cooling medium CM flowing
through the cooling medium passage 70 is described be-
low with reference to FIG. 6.
[0069] The cooling medium CM introduced into the
cooling medium passage 70 through the supply pipe 45
flows partially through the gap portion 41 which is formed
by the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer
surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the downstream
side (right side in FIG. 6) (see the arrows in FIG. 6). And,
the cooling medium CM flows through the communication
hole 71 which is formed from the diaphragm outer ring
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25 to the protruded portion 28 to flow into the gap portion
41 on the further downstream side which is formed by
the inner surface of the inner casing 20 of the turbine
stage on the further downstream side and the outer sur-
face of the diaphragm outer ring 25. And, the cooling
medium CM having passed through the cooling medium
passage 70 corresponding to the final turbine stage is
guided into, for example, an exhaust passage (not
shown).
[0070] Meanwhile, the rest of the cooling medium CM
introduced into the cooling medium passage 70 through
the supply pipe 45 flows through the gap portion 41 which
is formed by the inner surface of the inner casing 20 and
the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the
upstream side. And, it flows from the side of the protruded
portion 28 into the communication hole 71 which is
formed from the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the protruded
portion 28 and passes through the communication hole
71. And, the cooling medium CM flows into the gap por-
tion 41 which is formed by the inner surface of the inner
casing 20 of the turbine stage on the upstream side and
the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring 25. In other
words, the flow of the cooling medium CM to the upstream
side becomes a flow directed opposite to the direction
indicated by the arrows indicating the flow of the cooling
medium CM shown in FIG. 6.
[0071] The cooling medium CM having passed through
the second turbine stage toward the upstream side flows
between the steam inlet pipe 30 sealed by the seal ring
31 and the inner surface of the inlet portion 20a of the
inner casing 20 to enter into the space between the inner
casing 20 and the outer casing 21 (see FIG. 1). And, the
cooling medium CM having flown between the inner cas-
ing 20 and the outer casing 21 is guided into, for example,
an exhaust passage (not shown).
[0072] Thus, the cooling medium CM flows between
the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25 to
cool the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring
25. And, the outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring
25 is cooled, so that heat transfer from the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the inner surface of the
inner casing 20 due to heat radiation can be suppressed.
[0073] As described above, the steam turbine 10 of the
fourth embodiment has the cooling medium passage 70
for flowing the cooling medium CM between the inner
casing 20 and the diaphragm outer ring 25, so that the
inner surface of the inner casing 20 and the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring 25 can be cooled directly.
Therefore, the inner casing 20 and the diaphragm outer
ring 25 can be cooled efficiently.
[0074] Since the inner casing 20 is cooled as described
above, the inner casing 20 can be configured of a material
such as the same high Cr heat resistant steel as before
even when the steam supplied to the steam turbine 10
is set to a temperature such as about 650 to 750°C. Thus,
the production cost can be suppressed from increasing
and the efficiency of the steam turbine 10 can be im-
proved.

(Fifth embodiment)

[0075] The steam turbine 10 according to a fifth em-
bodiment has a structure not provided with the cooling
mechanism based on the cooling medium in the steam
turbine 10 of the first embodiment described above.
Therefore, the steam turbine 10 of the fifth embodiment
has a structure not provided with the supply pipe 45, the
cooling medium passage 40, the cooling medium leak-
age preventing member 33 and the fitting groove 34 for
fitting the cooling medium leakage preventing member
33 shown in FIG. 1.
[0076] The steam turbine 10 of the fifth embodiment is
provided with a heat insulating structure 80 instead of
the cooling mechanism based on the cooling medium
provided in the steam turbines according to the first em-
bodiment to the fourth embodiment described above.
[0077] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a cross section
(meridional cross section) including the central axis of a
turbine rotor 22 for illustrating a structure of the heat in-
sulating structure 80 of the steam turbine 10 according
to the fifth embodiment.
[0078] As shown in FIG. 7, an upstream side surface
28a of the protruded portion 28, which is in contact with
a downstream side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer
ring 25, comprises the heat insulating structure 80. In-
stead of having the heat insulating structure 80 for the
upstream side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28,
the downstream side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer
ring 25, which is in contact with the upstream side surface
28a of the protruded portion 28, may comprises the heat
insulating structure 80. Or, both of the upstream side sur-
face 28a of protruded portion 28 and the downstream
side surface 25a of diaphragm outer ring 25 may com-
prise the heat insulating structure 80.
[0079] The heat insulating structure 80 makes it hard
to transfer heat from the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the
protruded portion 28 which is arranged in contact with it.
The heat insulating structure 80 is configured by having,
for example, a member having a thermal conductivity
smaller than that of the material configuring the inner
casing 20 (including the protruded portion 28) at the up-
stream side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28,
which is contacted to the downstream side surface 25a
of the diaphragm outer ring 25. The inner casing 20 is
configured of a material such as a high Cr heat resistant
steel, so that the heat insulating structure 80 can be con-
figured of a material having a thermal conductivity smaller
than that.
[0080] In this case, the heat insulating structure 80 may
be configured by forming a film by spraying or coating
the above-described material having a low thermal con-
ductivity to the upstream side surface 28a of the protrud-
ed portion 28 which is in contact with the downstream
side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25. And,
the heat insulating structure 80 may be configured of a
member having a circular shape (a ring shape) by com-
bining two semicircular plate-like members made of the
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above-described material having a low thermal conduc-
tivity. For example, this semicircular plate-like member
is fixed by fitting in and welding to the groove formed
along the circumferential direction in the upstream side
surface 28a of the protruded portion 28, which is in con-
tact with the downstream side surface 25a of the dia-
phragm outer ring 25.
[0081] The heat insulating structure 80 may be config-
ured by, for example, increasing the surface roughness
of the upstream side surface 28a of the protruded portion
28 larger than the surface roughness of the downstream
side surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 to de-
crease the contact area between the downstream side
surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 and the up-
stream side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28. The
heat insulating structure 80 may be configured by in-
creasing the surface roughness of the downstream side
surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 larger than
the surface roughness of the upstream side surface 28a
of the protruded portion 28.
[0082] The surface roughness is preferably adjusted
such that the contact area between the downstream side
surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 and the up-
stream side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28 be-
comes 70% or below of the contact area when both sur-
faces are wholly contacted completely. It is because the
heat insulating effect lowers if the contact area exceeds it.
[0083] As described above, according to the steam tur-
bine 10 of the fifth embodiment, heat conduction from
the diaphragm outer ring 25 to the protruded portion 28
is suppressed and the temperature of the inner casing
20 can be suppressed from increasing by determining
the upstream side surface 28a of the protruded portion
28 which comes into contact with the downstream side
surface 25a of the diaphragm outer ring 25 as the heat
insulating structure 80.
[0084] Thus, since the temperature of the inner casing
20 can be suppressed from increasing, the inner casing
20 can be configured of a material such as the same high
Cr heat resistant steel as before even when the temper-
ature of the steam to be supplied to the steam turbine 10
is set to, for example, about 650 to 750°C. Thus, the
production cost can be suppressed from increasing and
the efficiency of the steam turbine 10 can be improved.
[0085] The heat insulating structure 80 may be applied
to the steam turbines of the first embodiment to the fourth
embodiment described above. Specifically, the upstream
side surface 28a of the protruded portion 28 which comes
into contact with the downstream side surface 25a of the
diaphragm outer ring 25 may be determined to be the
above-described heat insulating structure 80. Thus, both
the cooling effect of the cooling medium CM and the heat
insulating effect by the heat insulating structure 80 can
be obtained, and the temperature of the inner casing 20
can be suppressed from increasing effectively.
[0086] While certain embodiments have been de-
scribed, these embodiments have been presented by
way of example only, and are not intended to limit the

scope of the invention.

Claims

1. A steam turbine (10), comprising:

a double-structure casing comprising an outer
casing (21) and an inner casing (20);
a steam inlet pipe (30) configured to feed steam
into the inner casing through the outer casing;
a turbine rotor (22) operatively disposed in the
inner casing;
plural stages of moving blades (24) implanted
in the turbine rotor;
plural stages of stationary blades (27) circum-
ferentially provided between a diaphragm outer
ring (25) and a diaphragm inner ring (26), the
stages of the stationary blades being arranged
alternately with the stages of the moving blades,
respectively, in the axial direction of the turbine
rotor;
a cooling medium passage (40, 50, 60, 70)
formed between the inner casing and the dia-
phragm outer ring, configured to flow a cooling
medium (CM);
a supply pipe (45) configured to supply the cool-
ing medium from outside of the outer casing into
the cooling medium passage; and
an exhaust passage configured to guide the
steam passed through a final stage moving
blade to an outside of the outer casing,
wherein the moving blade and the stationary
blade constitute a stage of turbine, the inner cas-
ing comprises a plurality of protruded portions
(28) at inner surface thereof, each of the pro-
truded portions circumferentially protruding to-
ward the turbine rotor correspondingly with each
of the stages of the turbine, each of the protruded
portions having an upstream side surface (28a)
contacting with a downstream side surface of
each of the diaphragm outer rings, respectively;
and
wherein the cooling medium passage compris-
es:

a plurality of gap portions (41), each of the
gap portions being formed between an inner
surface of the inner casing and an outer sur-
face of at least one of the diaphragm outer
rings; and
one of a groove portion (42), a through hole
(51, 62), and a communication hole (71),
the groove portion being radially formed in
the downstream side surface, the groove
portion contacting with the upstream side
surface of the protruded portion, of at least
one of the diaphragm outer rings, the groove
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portion coupling adjacent gap portions to
communicate,
the through hole being formed in the pro-
truded portion, the through hole coupling
adjacent gap portions to communicate, and
the communication hole being formed in
both of the diaphragm outer ring and the
protruded portion, the communication hole
coupling adjacent gap portions to commu-
nicate,

wherein the steam turbine further comprises a
cooling medium leakage preventing member
(33) circumferentially between mutually adja-
cent diaphragm outer rings (25) fitted with fitting
grooves (34) formed in side surfaces of the ad-
jacent and opposed diaphragm outer rings (25)
to prevent the cooling medium from flowing from
the gap between the mutually adjacent dia-
phragm outer rings (25) into the passage where
a main stream of steam flows.

2. The steam turbine according to claim 1 when com-
prising the through hole (62), further comprising,
a plate-like member (61) formed with plural holes
(61a) and disposed in the circumferential direction
between an inner surface of the inner casing and an
outer surface of the diaphragm outer ring in the gap
portion,
wherein an inlet of the cooling medium of the through
hole is positioned between the plate-like member
and the inner surface of the inner casing;
wherein an outlet of the cooling medium of the
through hole is positioned between the outer surface
of the diaphragm outer ring and the plate-like mem-
ber; and
wherein the cooling medium flows from the side of
the diaphragm outer ring toward the inner surface of
the inner casing via the plural holes in the plate-like
member.

3. The steam turbine according to claim 1, further com-
prising a heat insulating structure (80) provided at
least at one of the upstream side surface of the pro-
truded portion and the downstream side surface of
the diaphragm outer ring.

4. The steam turbine according to claim 3,
wherein the heat insulating structure comprises a
member having a thermal conductivity smaller than
that of a material of the inner casing or the diaphragm
outer ring.

5. The steam turbine according to claim 1,
wherein a surface roughness of a contacting surface
of either one of the downstream side surface of the
diaphragm outer ring and the upstream side surface
of the protruded portion is larger than the surface

roughness of the other contacting surface to de-
crease a contact area of the contacting surfaces.

6. A method of cooling a steam turbine, comprising:

a double-structure casing comprising an outer
casing and an inner casing;
a steam inlet pipe configured to feed steam into
the inner casing through the outer casing;
a turbine rotor operatively disposed in the inner
casing;
plural stages of moving blades implanted in the
turbine rotor;
plural stages of stationary blades circumferen-
tially provided between a diaphragm outer ring
and a diaphragm inner ring, the stages of the
stationary blades being arranged alternately
with the stages of the moving blades, respec-
tively, in the axial direction of the turbine rotor;
and
an exhaust passage configured to guide the
steam passed through a final stage moving
blade to an outside of the outer casing,
a supply pipe configured to connect a cooling
medium passage formed between the inner cas-
ing and the diaphragm outer ring with outside of
the outer casing; and
a cooling medium leakage preventing member
(33) circumferentially between the mutually ad-
jacent diaphragm outer rings (25) fitted with fit-
ting grooves (34) formed in side surfaces of the
adjacent and opposed diaphragm outer rings
(25) to prevent the cooling medium from flowing
from the gap between the mutually adjacent di-
aphragm outer rings (25) into the passage where
a main stream of steam flows
the method comprising:
supplying a cooling medium into the cooling me-
dium passage through the supply pipe,
wherein the moving blade and the stationary
blade constitute a stage of turbine, the inner cas-
ing comprises a plurality of protruded portions
at inner surface thereof, each of the protruded
portions circumferentially protruding toward the
turbine rotor correspondingly with each of the
stages of the turbine, each of the protruded por-
tions having an upstream side surface contact-
ing with a downstream side surface of each of
the diaphragm outer rings, respectively; and
wherein the cooling medium passage compris-
es:

a plurality of gap portions, each of the gap
portions being formed between an inner
surface of the inner casing and an outer sur-
face of at least one of the diaphragm outer
rings; and
one of a groove portion, a through hole, and
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a communication hole,
the groove portion being radially formed in
the downstream side surface, the groove
portion contacting with the upstream side
surface of the protruded portion, of at least
one of the diaphragm outer rings, the groove
portion coupling adjacent gap portions to
communicate,
the through hole being formed in the pro-
truded portion, the through hole coupling
adjacent gap portions to communicate, and
the communication hole being formed in
both of the diaphragm outer ring and the
protruded portion, the communication hole
coupling adjacent gap portions to commu-
nicate.

Patentansprüche

1. Dampfturbine (10), umfassend:

ein Gehäuse mit doppelter Struktur, umfassend
ein Außengehäuse (21) und ein Innengehäuse
(20);
ein Dampfeinlassrohr (30), das konfiguriert ist,
um durch das Außengehäuse Dampf in das In-
nengehäuse einzuleiten;
einen Turbinenrotor (22), der wirksam in dem
Innengehäuse angeordnet ist;
mehrere Stufen von Laufschaufeln (24), die in
den Turbinenrotor integriert sind;
mehrere Stufen von Leitschaufeln (27), die in
Umfangsrichtung zwischen einem Membranau-
ßenring (25) und einem Membraninnenring (26)
bereitgestellt sind, wobei die Stufen der Leit-
schaufeln jeweils abwechselnd mit den Stufen
der Laufschaufeln in Axialrichtung des Turbi-
nenrotors angeordnet sind;
einen Kühlmediendurchgang (40, 50, 60, 70),
der zwischen dem Innengehäuse und dem
Membranaußenring ausgebildet ist und zum
Durchströmen lassen eines Kühlmediums (CM)
konfiguriert ist;
eine Zufuhrleitung (45), die zum Zuführen des
Kühlmediums von außerhalb des Außengehäu-
ses in den Kühlmediendurchgang konfiguriert
ist; und
einen Abgasdurchgang, der zum Führen von
Dampf, der durch eine Endstufen-Laufschaufel
geführt wird, zu einer Außenseite des Außen-
gehäuses konfiguriert ist,
wobei die Laufschaufel und die Leitschaufel ei-
ne Turbinenstufe bilden, das Innengehäuse an
seiner Innenfläche eine Vielzahl von vorsprin-
genden Abschnitten (28) umfasst, wobei jeder
der vorspringenden Abschnitte um den Umfang
in Richtung des Turbinenrotors entsprechend

jeder der Stufen der Turbine vorspringt, wobei
jeder der vorspringenden Abschnitte eine strom-
aufwärtige Seitenoberfläche (28a) aufweist, die
mit einer stromabwärtigen Seitenoberfläche je-
des der Membranaußenringe in Kontakt ist; und
wobei der Kühlmediendurchgang umfasst:

eine Vielzahl von Spaltabschnitten (41), wo-
bei jeder der Spaltabschnitte zwischen ei-
ner Innenfläche des Innengehäuses und ei-
ner Außenfläche mindestens eines der
Membranaußenringe ausgebildet ist; und
eines von einem Nutabschnitt (42), einem
Durchgangsloch (51, 62) und einem Verbin-
dungsloch (71),
wobei der Nutabschnitt radial in der strom-
abwärtigen Seitenoberfläche ausgebildet
ist, der Nutabschnitt mit der stromaufwärti-
gen Seitenoberfläche des vorspringenden
Abschnitts von mindestens einem der Mem-
branaußenringe in Kontakt ist, wobei der
Nutabschnitt benachbarte Spaltabschnitte
zum Kommunizieren miteinander koppelt,
das Durchgangsloch in dem vorspringen-
den Abschnitt ausgebildet ist, wobei das
Durchgangsloch benachbarte Spaltab-
schnitte zum Kommunizieren miteinander
koppelt, und
wobei das Verbindungsloch in beiden, dem
Membranaußenring und dem vorspringen-
den Abschnitt ausgebildet ist, wobei das
Verbindungsloch benachbarte Spaltab-
schnitte zum Kommunizieren miteinander
koppelt,
wobei die Dampfturbine weiter ein Kühlme-
dienaustritt-Verhinderungselement (33) um
den Umfang zwischen einander benach-
barten Membranaußenringen (25) umfasst,
das mit Passnuten (34) ausgestattet ist, die
in Seitenoberflächen der benachbarten und
gegenüberliegenden Membranaußenringe
(25) ausgebildet sind, um zu verhindern,
dass Kühlmedium aus dem Spalt zwischen
den einander benachbarten Membranau-
ßenringen (25) in den Durchgang strömt, in
dem ein Hauptstrom von Dampf strömt.

2. Dampfturbine nach Anspruch 1, wenn sie das Durch-
gangsloch (62) umfasst, weiter umfassend
ein tellerartiges Element (61), das mit mehreren Lö-
chern (61a) ausgebildet ist, und in Umfangsrichtung
zwischen einer Innenfläche des Innengehäuses und
einer Außenfläche des Membranaußenrings in dem
Spaltabschnitt angeordnet ist,
wobei ein Einlass des Kühlmediums des Durch-
gangslochs zwischen dem tellerartigen Element und
der Innenfläche des Innengehäuses angeordnet ist;
wobei ein Auslass des Kühlmediums des Durch-
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gangslochs zwischen der Außenfläche des Memb-
ranaußenrings und dem tellerartigen Element ange-
ordnet ist; und
wobei das Kühlmedium von der Seite des Membra-
naußenrings in Richtung der Innenfläche des Innen-
gehäuses über die mehreren Löcher in dem teller-
artigen Element strömt.

3. Dampfturbine nach Anspruch 1, weiter umfassend
eine wärmeisolierende Struktur (80), die mindestens
an einer von der stromaufwärtigen Seitenoberfläche
des vorspringenden Abschnitts und der stromabwär-
tigen Seitenoberfläche des Membranaußenrings be-
reitgestellt ist.

4. Dampfturbine nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die wärmeisolierende Struktur ein Element
umfasst, das eine Wärmeleitfähigkeit aufweist, die
kleiner als die eines Materials des Innengehäuses
oder des Membranaußenrings ist.

5. Dampfturbine nach Anspruch 1,
wobei eine Oberflächenrauhigkeit einer Kontakto-
berfläche entweder der stromabwärtigen Seiteno-
berfläche des Membranaußenrings oder der strom-
aufwärtigen Seitenoberfläche des vorspringenden
Abschnitts größer als die Oberflächenrauhigkeit der
anderen Kontaktoberfläche ist, um einen Kontaktbe-
reich der Kontaktoberflächen zu verringern.

6. Verfahren zum Kühlen einer Dampfturbine, das um-
fasst:

ein Gehäuse mit doppelter Struktur, umfassend
ein Außengehäuse und ein Innengehäuse;
ein Dampfeinlassrohr, das konfiguriert ist, um
durch das Außengehäuse Dampf in das Innen-
gehäuse einzuleiten;
einen Turbinenrotor, der wirksam in dem Innen-
gehäuse angeordnet ist;
mehrere Stufen von Laufschaufeln, die in den
Turbinenrotor integriert sind;
mehrere Stufen von Leitschaufeln, die in Um-
fangsrichtung zwischen einem Membranaußen-
ring und einem Membraninnenring bereitgestellt
sind, wobei die Stufen der Leitschaufeln jeweils
abwechselnd mit den Stufen der Laufschaufeln
in Axialrichtung des Turbinenrotors angeordnet
sind; und
einen Abgasdurchgang, der zum Führen von
Dampf, der durch eine Endstufen-Laufschaufel
geführt wird, zu einer Außenseite des äußeren
Gehäuses konfiguriert ist,
eine Zufuhrleitung, die zum Verbinden eines
Kühlmediendurchgangs, der zwischen dem In-
nengehäuse und dem Membranaußenring aus-
gebildet ist, mit der Außenseite des Außenge-
häuses konfiguriert ist; und

ein Kühlmedienaustritt-Verhinderungselement
(33) um den Umfang zwischen einander be-
nachbarten Membranaußenringen (25), das mit
Passnuten (34) ausgestattet ist, die in Seiteno-
berflächen der benachbarten und gegenüberlie-
genden Membranaußenringe (25) ausgebildet
sind, um zu verhindern, dass Kühlmedium aus
dem Spalt zwischen den einander benachbar-
ten Membranaußenringen (25) in den Durch-
gang strömt, in dem ein Hauptstrom von Dampf
strömt,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Zuführen eines Kühlmediums in den Kühl-
mediendurchgang durch die Zufuhrleitung,
wobei die Laufschaufel und die Leitschaufel
eine Turbinenstufe bilden, das Innengehäu-
se an seiner Innenfläche eine Vielzahl von
vorspringenden Abschnitten umfasst, wo-
bei jeder der vorspringenden Abschnitte um
den Umfang in Richtung des Turbinenrotors
entsprechend jeder der Stufen der Turbine
vorspringt, wobei jeder der vorspringenden
Abschnitte eine stromaufwärtige Seiteno-
berfläche aufweist, die jeweils mit einer
stromabwärtigen Seitenoberfläche jedes
der Membranaußenringe in Kontakt ist; und
wobei der Kühlmediendurchgang umfasst:

eine Vielzahl von Spaltabschnitten, wo-
bei jeder der Spaltabschnitte zwischen
einer Innenfläche des Innengehäuses
und einer Außenfläche mindestens ei-
nes der Membranaußenringe ausgebil-
det ist; und
eines von einem Nutabschnitt, einem
Durchgangsloch und einem Verbin-
dungsloch,
wobei der Nutabschnitt radial in der
stromabwärtigen Seitenoberfläche
ausgebildet ist, der Nutabschnitt mit der
stromaufwärtigen Seitenoberfläche
des vorspringenden Abschnitts von
mindestens einem der Membranau-
ßenringe in Kontakt ist, wobei der Nut-
abschnitt benachbarte Spaltabschnitte
zum Kommunizieren miteinander kop-
pelt,
das Durchgangsloch in dem vorsprin-
genden Abschnitt ausgebildet ist, wo-
bei das Durchgangsloch benachbarte
Spaltabschnitte zum Kommunizieren
miteinander koppelt, und
wobei das Verbindungsloch in beiden,
dem Membranaußenring und dem vor-
springenden Abschnitt ausgebildet ist,
wobei das Verbindungsloch benach-
barte Spaltabschnitte zum Kommuni-
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zieren miteinander koppelt.

Revendications

1. Turbine à vapeur (10), comprenant :

une chemise double structure comprenant une
chemise extérieure (21) et une chemise intérieu-
re (20) ;
un tuyau d’entrée de vapeur (30) configuré pour
alimenter en vapeur la chemise intérieure au tra-
vers de la chemise extérieure ;
un rotor de turbine (22) disposé de manière opé-
rationnelle dans la chemise intérieure ;
plusieurs étages de pales mobiles (24) implan-
tés dans le rotor de turbine ;
plusieurs étages de pales stationnaires (27) pré-
vus sur la circonférence entre un anneau exté-
rieur de diaphragme (25) et un anneau intérieur
de diaphragme (26), les étages des pales sta-
tionnaires étant agencés en alternance avec les
étages des pales mobiles, respectivement dans
la direction axiale du rotor de turbine ;
un passage d’agent de refroidissement (40, 50,
60, 70) formé entre la chemise intérieure et l’an-
neau extérieur de diaphragme, configuré pour
faire écouler un agent de refroidissement (CM) ;
un tuyau d’alimentation (45) configuré pour ali-
menter l’agent de refroidissement depuis l’exté-
rieur de la chemise extérieure jusque dans le
passage d’agent de refroidissement ; et
un passage d’échappement configuré pour gui-
der la vapeur passée au travers d’une pale mo-
bile d’étage final jusqu’à un extérieur de la che-
mise extérieure,
dans laquelle la pale mobile et la pale station-
naire constituent un étage de turbine, la chemise
intérieure comprend une pluralité de portions en
saillie (28) sur une surface intérieure de celle-
ci, chacune des portions en saillie faisant saillie
sur la circonférence vers le rotor de turbine de
manière correspondante à chacun des étages
de la turbine, chacune des portions en saillie
présentant une surface latérale amont (28a) ve-
nant en contact une surface latérale aval de cha-
cun des anneaux extérieurs de diaphragme,
respectivement ; et
dans laquelle le passage d’agent de refroidisse-
ment comprend :

une pluralité de portions de fente (41), cha-
cune des portions de fente étant formée en-
tre une surface intérieure de la chemise in-
térieure et une surface extérieure d’au
moins un des anneaux extérieurs de
diaphragme ; et
un d’une portion de rainure (42), d’un trou

débouchant (51, 62), et d’un trou de com-
munication (71),
la portion de rainure étant formée radiale-
ment dans la surface latérale aval, la portion
de rainure venant en contact avec la surface
latérale amont de la portion en saillie, d’au
moins un des anneaux extérieurs de
diaphragme, la portion de rainure couplant
des portions de fente adjacentes pour com-
muniquer,
le trou débouchant étant formé dans la por-
tion en saillie, le trou débouchant couplant
des portions de fente adjacentes pour com-
muniquer, et
le trou de communication étant formé à la
fois dans l’anneau extérieur de diaphragme
et la portion en saillie, le trou de communi-
cation couplant des portions de fente adja-
centes pour communiquer,
dans laquelle la turbine à vapeur comprend
en outre un élément d’empêchement de fui-
te d’agent de refroidissement (33) sur la cir-
conférence entre des anneaux extérieurs
de diaphragme mutuellement adjacents
(25) dotés de rainures d’ajustement (34) for-
mées dans des surfaces latérales des an-
neaux extérieurs de diaphragme adjacents
et opposés (25) pour empêcher l’agent de
refroidissement de s’écouler depuis la fente
entre les anneaux extérieurs de diaphrag-
me mutuellement adjacents (25) jusque
dans le passage où un courant principal de
vapeur s’écoule.

2. Turbine à vapeur selon la revendication 1 lorsqu’elle
comprend le trou débouchant (62), comprenant en
outre,
un élément de type plaque (61) formé avec plusieurs
trous (61a) et disposé dans la direction circonféren-
tielle entre une surface intérieure de la chemise in-
térieure et une surface extérieure de l’anneau exté-
rieur de diaphragme dans la portion de fente,
dans laquelle une entrée de l’agent de refroidisse-
ment du trou débouchant est positionnée entre l’élé-
ment de type plaque et la surface intérieure de la
chemise intérieure ;
dans laquelle une sortie de l’agent de refroidisse-
ment du trou débouchant est positionnée entre la
surface extérieure de l’anneau extérieur de
diaphragme et l’élément de type plaque ; et
dans laquelle l’agent de refroidissement s’écoule de-
puis le côté de l’anneau extérieur de diaphragme
vers la surface intérieure de la chemise intérieure
via les plusieurs trous dans l’élément de type plaque.

3. Turbine à vapeur selon la revendication 1, compre-
nant en outre une structure thermo-isolante (80) pré-
vue au moins sur une de la surface latérale amont
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de la portion en saillie et la surface latérale aval de
l’anneau extérieur de diaphragme.

4. Turbine à vapeur selon la revendication 3,
dans laquelle la structure thermo-isolante comprend
un élément présentant une conductivité thermique
inférieure à celle d’un matériau de la chemise inté-
rieure ou de l’anneau extérieur de diaphragme.

5. Turbine à vapeur selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle une rugosité de surface d’une surface
de contact de chacune de la surface latérale aval de
l’anneau extérieur de diaphragme et la surface laté-
rale amont de la portion en saillie est supérieure à
la rugosité de surface de l’autre surface de contact
pour diminuer une zone de contact des surfaces de
contact.

6. Procédé de refroidissement d’une turbine à vapeur,
comprenant :

une chemise double structure comprenant une
chemise extérieure et une chemise intérieure ;
un tuyau d’entrée de vapeur configuré pour ali-
menter en vapeur la chemise intérieure au tra-
vers de la chemise extérieure ;
un rotor de turbine disposé de manière opéra-
tionnelle dans la chemise intérieure ;
plusieurs étages de pales mobiles implantés
dans le rotor de turbine ;
plusieurs étages de pales stationnaires prévus
sur la circonférence entre un anneau extérieur
de diaphragme et un anneau intérieur de
diaphragme, les étages de pales stationnaires
étant agencés en alternance avec les étages de
pales mobiles, respectivement, dans la direction
axiale du rotor de turbine ; et
un passage d’échappement configuré pour gui-
der la vapeur passée au travers d’une pale mo-
bile d’étage final vers un extérieur de la chemise
extérieure,
un tuyau d’alimentation configuré pour raccor-
der un passage d’agent de refroidissement for-
mé entre la chemise intérieure et l’anneau ex-
térieur de diaphragme avec l’extérieur de la che-
mise extérieure ; et
un élément d’empêchement de fuite d’agent de
refroidissement (33) sur la circonférence entre
les anneaux extérieurs de diaphragme mutuel-
lement adjacents (25) dotés de rainures d’ajus-
tement (34) formées dans des surfaces latérales
des anneaux extérieurs de diagramme adja-
cents et opposés (25) pour empêcher l’agent de
refroidissement de s’écouler depuis la fente en-
tre les anneaux extérieurs de diagramme mu-
tuellement adjacents (25) jusque dans le pas-
sage où un courant principal de vapeur s’écoule
le procédé comprenant :

l’alimentation d’un agent de refroidissement
jusque dans passage d’agent de refroidis-
sement au travers du tuyau d’alimentation,
dans lequel la pale mobile et la pale station-
naire constituent un étage de turbine, la
chemise intérieure comprend une pluralité
de portions en saillie sur une surface inté-
rieure de celle-ci, chacune des portions en
saillie faisant saillie sur la circonférence
vers le rotor de turbine de manière corres-
pondante à chacun des étages de la turbine,
chacune des portions en saillie présentant
une surface latérale amont venant en con-
tact avec une surface latérale aval de cha-
cun des anneaux extérieurs de
diaphragme ; respectivement ; et
dans lequel le passage d’agent de refroidis-
sement comprend :

une pluralité de portions de fente, cha-
cune des portions de fente étant formée
entre une surface intérieure de la che-
mise intérieure et une surface extérieu-
re d’au moins un des anneaux exté-
rieurs de diaphragme ; et
un d’une portion de rainure, d’un trou
débouchant et d’un trou de communi-
cation,
la portion de rainure étant formée ra-
dialement dans la surface latérale aval,
la portion de rainure venant en contact
avec la surface latérale amont de la por-
tion en saillie, d’au moins un des an-
neaux extérieurs de diaphragme, la
portion de rainure couplant des por-
tions de fente adjacentes pour commu-
niquer,
le trou débouchant étant formé dans la
portion en saillie, le trou débouchant
couplant des portions de fente adjacen-
tes pour communiquer, et
le trou de communication étant formé
à la fois dans l’anneau extérieur de
diaphragme et la portion en saillie, le
trou de communication couplant des
portions de fente adjacentes pour com-
muniquer.
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