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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Handheld field maintenance tools are known.
Such tools are highly useful in the process control and
measurement industry to allow operators to conveniently
communicate with and/or interrogate field devices in a
given process installation. Examples of such process in-
stallations include petroleum, pharmaceutical, chemical,
pulp, and other fluid processing installations. In such in-
stallations, the process control and measurement net-
work may include tens or even hundreds of various field
devices which periodically require maintenance to en-
sure that such devices are functioning properly and/or
calibrated. Moreover, when one or more errors in the
process control and measurement installation are detect-
ed, the use of a handheld field maintenance tool allows
a technician to quickly diagnose such errors in the field.
[0002] Since at least some process installations may
involve highly volatile, or even explosive, environments,
it is often beneficial, or even required, for field devices
and the handheld field maintenance tools used with such
field devices to comply with intrinsic safety requirements.
These requirements help ensure that compliant electrical
devices will not generate a source of ignition even under
fault conditions. One example of Intrinsic Safety require-
ments is set forth in: APPROVAL STANDARD INTRIN-
SICALLY SAFE APPARATUS AND ASSOCIATED AP-
PARATUS FOR USE IN CLASS I, II and III, DIVISION
NUMBER 1 HAZARDOUS (CLASSIFIED) LOCATIONS,
CLASS NUMBER 3610, promulgated by Factory Mutual
Research October, 1998. An example of a handheld field
maintenance tool that complies with intrinsic safety re-
quirements includes that sold under trade designation
Model 475 Field Communicator, available from Fisher-
Rosemount Systems, Inc. of Eden Prairie, Minnesota.
[0003] Given the unique environmental considerations
for field devices, communication signalling has tradition-
ally been carefully controlled. Examples of industrial
process communication protocols include the Highway
Addressable Remote Transducer (HART(R)) Protocol,
and the FOUNDATION(TM) Fieldbus Protocol. Both of
these protocols are considered wired protocols in that a
physical wire connection is made to each field device.
[0004] Recently, some field devices have been de-
signed to communicate wirelessly. These field devices,
accordingly, do not require any communication or power
wiring thereby simplifying field wiring, as well as interac-
tion with the device. However, handheld field mainte-
nance tools with terminals that are designed to physically
couple to wiring terminals of a field device are simply not
able to communicate with these new wireless field de-
vices. US 2002/0027504, WO 01/35190 and US 2007
/0161352 all disclose wireless networks of field devices
that communicate via one or more gateways. EP
1,357,704 and US 2006/0229083 disclose wireless net-
works where a connecte device may communicate with

another device using both a low-power protocol and a
high-power protocol.

SUMMARY

[0005] The present invention resides in system accord-
ing to claim 1.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIGS. 1A and 1B are diagrammatic views of a hand-
held field maintenance tool coupled to a field device
in accordance with the prior art.
FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of a handheld field
maintenance tool interacting with a wireless field de-
vice in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of a wireless field main-
tenance adapter in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a method of determining
and/or recording "as found/as left" data relative to a
wireless field device in accordance with an embod-
iment of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method of performing
loop and/or segment testing of a wireless process
communication loop and/or devices in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE EM-
BODIMENTS

[0007] FIGS. 1A and 1B are diagrammatic views of a
handheld field maintenance tool 22 coupled to field de-
vices in accordance with the prior art. As shown in FIG.
1A, handheld field maintenance tool 22 includes a pair
of terminals 25, 27 that couple to test leads 30, 32, re-
spectively, which are then coupled to terminals 24 of field
device 20. Terminals 24 may be dedicated terminals to
allow such a handheld field maintenance tool to couple
to device 20 and interact with device 20.
[0008] FIG. 1B shows an alternate arrangement where
handheld field maintenance tool 22 couples directly to
the process control loop 34 to which field device 23 is
coupled. In either case, the wired connection between
the handheld field maintenance tool and the field device
allows the handheld field maintenance tool to interact
with the desired field device 20, 23.
[0009] FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of a handheld
field maintenance tool interacting with a wireless field
device in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. System 100 includes handheld field mainte-
nance tool 102 communicating wirelessly with wireless
field device 104 via wireless field maintenance adapter
114. Wireless field device 104 is depicted as an industrial
process fluid pressure transmitter having a pressure
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manifold 106 coupled thereto, and an electronics enclo-
sure 108. The electronics enclosure 108 is further cou-
pled to a source of energy (in this example shown as
solar cell 110) and includes a wireless communication
module communicating wirelessly through antenna 112.
Wireless field device 104 is provided for illustrative pur-
poses only. In reality, wireless field device 104 may be
any industrial device, such as a process fluid temperature
transmitter, process fluid level transmitter, process fluid
flow transmitter, valve controller, or any other device that
is useful in the measurement and/or control of industrial
processes.
[0010] Wireless field device 104 communicates in ac-
cordance with a wireless process communication proto-
col. One example of such a protocol is the new Wire-
lessHART standard. This standard uses wireless com-
munication, at the 2.4 GHz frequency, but otherwise em-
ploys the same command structure as that used in Wired
HART® communication. More specific information re-
garding the wireless HART® protocol may be found at
the Wireless HART® Specification published by the
HART Communication Foundation. Relevant portions of
the Wireless HART® Specification include: HCF_Spec
13, revision 7.0; HART Specification 65 - Wireless Phys-
ical Layer Specification; HART Specification 75 - TDMA
Data Link Layer Specification (TDMA refers to Time Di-
vision Multiple Access); HART Specification 85 - Network
Management Specification; HART Specification 155 -
Wireless Command Specification; and HART Specifica-
tion 290 - Wireless Devices Specification. While the Wire-
less HART® protocol is one example of a wireless proc-
ess communication protocol in accordance with the
present invention.
[0011] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, handheld field maintenance tool 102
includes a relatively short range radio frequency module,
such as that in accordance with known Bluetooth® spec-
ification, such as Bluetooth® Specification 2.1 rated at
Power Class 2. However, since the command syntax and
signaling between Bluetooth® and wireless HART® is
inconsistent, the ability of handheld field maintenance
tool 102 to communicate in accordance with the Blue-
tooth® specification does not allow wireless interaction
with wireless field device 104. Accordingly, embodiments
of the present invention generally employ adapter 114 to
bi-directionally communicate with handheld field mainte-
nance tool 102, and bi-directionally communicate with
wireless field device 104. As will be described in greater
detail below, adapter 114 includes adaptations via hard-
ware, software, or both for communication in accordance
with the relatively low-power radio frequency communi-
cation of handheld field maintenance tool 102, as well as
communication in accordance with at least one wireless
process communication protocol such as the wireless
HART® protocol. Those skilled in the art will recognize
that since adapter 114 communicates wirelessly with
both the handheld field maintenance tool 102 and the
wireless field device 104, that a physical connection is

not required to either device. Accordingly, it is contem-
plated that adapter 114 may be simply a module that is
carried by a technician during field maintenance. Addi-
tionally, while providing a handheld field maintenance
tool with direct wireless HART® communication ability
would obviate the need for adapter 114, it would not pro-
vide the ability to communicate with wireless HART® field
devices to legacy handheld field maintenance tools that
are currently used by technicians, which only have the
ability to communicate in accordance with the Bluetooth®
protocol. Further still, since the Bluetooth® specification
provides relatively standardized communication, it is
contemplated that multiple adapters 114 could be used
to communicate in accordance with a variety of different
wireless process communication protocols that exist now
or may later be developed via a single handheld field
maintenance tool. Thus, to some extent, the provision of
a wireless process communication adapter allows hand-
held field maintenance tool 102 to be used as essentially
a universal wireless configurator when used in conjunc-
tion with appropriate adapters 114. Examples of other
suitable wireless process communication protocols that
can be used in accordance with examples of the present
invention include that maintained by the Instrument So-
ciety of Automation as ISA-SP100.11a protocol, or any
other suitable wireless process communication proto-
cols. Finally, it is also contemplated that, in addition to
the Bluetooth® specification, adapter 114 can include
any suitable additional or alternate radio frequency com-
munication protocols, such as the known Wi-Fi protocols
in accordance with IEEE 802.11 family of WLAN proto-
cols and/or known RFID signaling protocols.
[0012] FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of a wireless field
maintenance adapter in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention. Adapter 114 is preferably self-
powered using a rechargeable battery. Additionally, it is
preferred that the physical characteristics of adapter 114
be such that the device may be placed in the pocket or
on a belt clip. Further still, it is preferred that adapter 114
comply with an intrinsic safety specification, such as that
listed above, in order to help ensure safety in potentially
explosive environments.
[0013] Wireless process communication adapter 114
includes at least one wireless process communication
module 120. Suitable examples for wireless process
communication module 120 include a module that gen-
erates and/or receives proper signals in accordance with
a known wireless communication protocol, such as the
wireless HART® protocol described above. Another suit-
able wireless process communication standard is set
forth in ISA 100.11a. This technology proposes wireless
communication at the 2.4 GHz frequency using radio cir-
cuitry in accordance with the IEEE 802.15,4-2006. While
examples of the present invention will be described with
respect to adapter 114 including a single wireless proc-
ess communication module, it is expressly contemplated
that examples of the present invention can be practiced
with wireless adapters that include a plurality of wireless
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process communication modules that enable communi-
cation in accordance with a plurality of distinct wireless
process communication protocols.
[0014] Adapter 114 also includes at least one relatively
low-power radio frequency communication protocol mod-
ule 122. Additionally, it is expressly contemplated that
multiple distinct low-power radio frequency modules 122
could be used. Each such module communicates in ac-
cordance with a known low-power radio frequency com-
munication protocol. Suitable examples of such protocols
include the known Bluetooth® specification 124, commu-
nication in accordance with IEEE 802.11 126 and/or com-
munication signaling protocols used in known radio fre-
quency identification (RFID) techniques 128. Each of
modules 120 and 122 is coupled to controller 130 which
is preferably a microprocessor. Through suitable adap-
tations via hardware, software, or both, controller 130 is
configured to communicate bi-directionally using both
modules 120 and 122. In this manner, signals received
via module 122 can be processed and information based
on such signals can be transmitted via module 120. Con-
versely, signals received via wireless process communi-
cation module 120 can be processed and information
based thereon can be transmitted via wireless commu-
nication protocol module 122. Further, in examples of the
present invention where multiple low-power radio fre-
quency indication protocol modules 122 are employed,
it is expressly contemplated that controller 130 may be
configured to translate or otherwise adapt signals re-
ceived from one communication adapter 122 in a first
protocol to communication through a second module 122
in accordance with a second protocol. For example, in
examples where adapter 114 includes a wireless process
communication protocol module for communicating in
accordance with Bluetooth® and a module for commu-
nicating in accordance with Wi-Fi, controller 130 may be
adapted to translate, or otherwise bridge, communication
between the Bluetooth® and Wi-Fi devices.
[0015] Adapter 114 includes power module 132 con-
nected to all other components of adapter 114 as indi-
cated by arrow 134 labeled "to all." Power module 132
is preferably a rechargeable battery, but may be any suit-
able power source that is able to store, generate, or con-
dition suitable electrical power to operate adapter 114.
Examples of the present invention may also include any
or all of the features illustrated in phantom in FIG. 3. In
particular, examples of the present invention may include
an adapter 114 that employs a Universal Serial Bus
(USB) module 135 to facilitate communication in accord-
ance with the Universal Serial Bus communication stand-
ard between controller 130 and an external device cou-
pled to USB port 136. Additionally, USB module 134 is
also coupled to power module 132 such that power mod-
ule 132 may be recharged or otherwise receive energy
from USB module 134 when a suitable device is coupled
to USB port 136. Additionally, adapter 114 may include
one or more wired process communication protocol mod-
ules 138 that couple to wired terminals 140, 142 in order

to allow controller 130 to communicate in accordance
with one or more process wired communication proto-
cols. Suitable examples of such modules can be found
in commonly-assigned, co-pending U.S. patent applica-
tion serial number 11/974,917, filed on October 16, 2007.
Further, examples of the present invention may include
adapter 114 having a GPS receiver module 144 coupled
to controller 130. GPS receiver module 144 can be in
accordance with any known GPS technology and can
provide location information of adapter 114 in accord-
ance with known techniques. Further, since the GPS sat-
ellites provide a very precise time reference, GPS module
144 can be used to set, or otherwise synchronize, the
time base of module 114. Finally, GPS module 144 may
be adapted to operate in accordance with known differ-
ential GPS techniques wherein a network of fixed,
ground-based reference stations are used to broadcast
the difference between the positions indicated by the sat-
ellite systems and the known fixed positions.
[0016] Controller 130 is preferably configured to facil-
itate firmware/software upgrades via selected connec-
tions, such as Bluetooth® 124 or USB 134. In addition,
it is believed that upgrading such firmware/software will
allow adapter 114 to more easily support other and sub-
sequently-developed process communication networks
such as SP100 or Foundation Fieldbus as standards be-
come available.
[0017] While embodiments of the present invention are
described with respect to facilitating communication be-
tween a Bluetooth®- enabled handheld communicator
and a wireless field device, those skilled in the art will
appreciate that examples of the present invention can be
practiced wherein a communication from any device in
accordance with wireless communication protocols 124,
126, 128 is translated, or otherwise adapted, for commu-
nication in accordance with a wireless process commu-
nication protocol. Thus, computers such as a laptop PC
or any suitable Bluetooth®- enabled host device can be
provided with wireless communication to a wireless field
device.
[0018] Providing a wireless process communication
adapter in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention facilitates a number of field maintenance tasks.
Such tasks include configuration, calibration, testing, and
troubleshooting of wireless field devices.
[0019] Field devices, in general, can be complex, hav-
ing many variables which must be configured for the de-
sired measurement and application. A common respon-
sibility of maintenance personnel is to verify field device
parameters, to make the necessary changes to the field
device with a suitable configuration tool, and to document
the device configuration and calibration data "as found"
before the verification, and "as left" after completing the
verification. This data may include information about the
measurement, the condition of the field device, and the
device configuration. This "as found/as left" data may
then be stored in a portable handheld field maintenance
tool, or transferred by one means or another to a device
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database or asset management software package for
later reference.
[0020] Historically, getting data from a field device has
meant physically connecting the device to a suitable field
maintenance tool, or, in the most severe case, uninstall-
ing the field device from the process to verify the required
details on a workbench. Making a physical connection to
the field device terminals to access the desired data may
be difficult depending on the location and mounting of
the field device, or simply impossible due to the inability
to open the device in the plant for safety reasons. In ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present invention,
the wireless field maintenance adapter enables the trans-
fer of signals from the wireless field device to a handheld
field maintenance tool which is preferably intrinsically
safe. Further, signals can be transferred from the hand-
held field maintenance tool to the wireless field device or
a wireless network in order to determine and/or record
"as found/as left" data for the wireless field device. The
signals translated by the wireless process communica-
tion adapter may be requests from the handheld field
maintenance tool to the wireless field device, or the data
from the wireless field device.
[0021] In accordance with one embodiment, adapter
114 may be physically coupled by virtue of wired process
communication module 138 and terminals 140, 142 to
wired terminals of a handheld field maintenance tool. Ac-
cordingly, in such embodiment, adapter 114 receives sig-
nals from the handheld field maintenance tool via termi-
nals 140, 142 and generates wireless HART® commu-
nications to a wireless field device in order to determine
and/or record the "as found/as left" data for the wireless
field device. Accordingly, in this embodiment, adapter
114 is translating or otherwise adapting wireless HART®
signals from a wireless HART® capable field device or
network into HART® signals that can be processed by a
handheld field maintenance tool.
[0022] In another embodiment where the handheld
field maintenance tool may have the ability to communi-
cate in accordance with a relatively low-power radio fre-
quency communication protocol, such as Bluetooth®,
adapter 114 need not physically couple to either the
handheld field maintenance tool or the wireless field de-
vice. In this embodiment, adapter 114 translates Blue-
tooth® signals from the handheld field maintenance tool
into wireless process communication signals, such as
wireless HART®, which are then transmitted to a wire-
less-capable field device or process communication net-
work. Adapter 114 also translates wireless process com-
munication signals from the wireless-capable field device
or network into Bluetooth® signals that can be processed
and/or stored by the handheld field maintenance tool.
Preferably, both the handheld field maintenance tool and
adapter 114 are constructed to comply with an intrinsic
safety specification, such as that set forth above.
[0023] FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a method of deter-
mining and/or recording "as found/as left" data relative
to a wireless field device in accordance with an example

of the present invention. Method 200 begins at block 202
where a wireless field maintenance adapter is coupled
to a handheld field maintenance tool. The coupling ef-
fected in block 202 can be done either physically 204 or
via Bluetooth® pairing 206. Each of these techniques is
described above. Method 200 continues at block 208
where a technician interacts with a handheld field main-
tenance device to generate a request for as found/as left
data. Next, at block 210, the handheld field maintenance
device interacts with the wireless field maintenance
adapter to communicate with a wireless field device in
order to determine and/or record the as found/as left data.
Additionally, any suitable additional information relative
to the measurement, condition of the wireless field de-
vice, device configuration, or any other suitable informa-
tion may be stored. Additional information can include a
time and/or date stamp, as well as an indication of the
location, as indicated by a GPS sensor, of the wireless
field device. Method 200 continues at block 212 where
the as found/as left data is stored. As indicated in FIG.
4, storage of this data can either be on a handheld field
maintenance tool as indicated at block 214, or via a de-
vice database or asset management software package
as indicated at block 216.
[0024] Another common maintenance task that is sig-
nificantly facilitated by a wireless field maintenance
adapter in accordance with an example of the present
invention is proof testing for loops and process commu-
nication segments. A common responsibility for mainte-
nance personnel is to "proof test" a control loop or seg-
ment to verify that field devices installed thereon are cor-
rectly wired, that the wiring is complete and accurate,
that power is available, and that alarms are properly in-
stalled and configured as required. This proof test is often
performed using a handheld field maintenance tool, such
as a handheld communicator or laptop PC loaded with
required software that can force the required response
from various field devices to test other field devices such
as meters, recorders, or alarms in the process commu-
nication loop.
[0025] Historically, conducting a proof test with a port-
able field maintenance tool required accessing the field
device or process communication loop with a physical
connection from the control room or while in the plant or
field. Conducting such a test in the field allows a techni-
cian to verify the desired response (e.g., meter indication
or audio alarm) from other devices in the loop. However,
making a physical connection may be difficult or time-
consuming depending upon the location of access points
in the loop.
[0026] In accordance with an example of the present
invention, signals may be transferred from a handheld
field maintenance tool, which is preferably intrinsically
safe, to a field device or to a gateway in the process
communication loop in order to "proof test" a control loop
or segment to verify, for example, the devices are cor-
rectly installed, wiring is complete and accurate, power
is available, and alarms are properly installed and con-
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figured as required.
[0027] In one embodiment, adapter 114 is physically
coupled to wired terminals of a handheld field mainte-
nance tool. For example, terminals 140, 142 can be phys-
ically coupled to terminals of a handheld field mainte-
nance tool. Adapter 114 then essentially translates wired
HART® signals from the handheld field maintenance tool
using wired process communication module 138 into sig-
nals that can be transmitted to a wireless field device via
wireless process communication protocol module 120.
Adapter 114 can also translate or otherwise adapt wire-
less process communication signals from a wireless-ca-
pable field device or gateway into process wired signals
that can be processed by the handheld field maintenance
tool. Preferably, both the handheld field maintenance tool
and adapter 114 are constructed in accordance with at
least one intrinsic safety specification.
[0028] In another embodiment, adapter 114 may be
spaced from the handheld field maintenance tool. In this
embodiment, adapter 114 receives low-power radio-fre-
quency signals, such as Bluetooth® signals from the
handheld field maintenance tool and using suitable con-
figuration and/or software instructions, controller 130 can
translate such signals into suitable wireless process com-
munication signals. For example, Bluetooth® signals
may be translated into wireless HART® signals. These
wireless process communication signals can be trans-
mitted to a wireless-capable field device or gateway.
Adapter 114 is also configured to translate wireless proc-
ess communication signals into Bluetooth® signals that
can be processed by the handheld field maintenance
tool.
[0029] In another embodiment, adapter 114 may be
physically connected to or remote from the Bluetooth®-
capable computer running required software to perform
loop testing and/or segment testing. In this embodiment,
adapter 114 translates Bluetooth® signals from the com-
puter into wireless process communication signals, such
as wireless HART® signals, which are then transmitted
to a wireless-capable field device or gateway. Adapter
114 also operates in the reverse in that wireless process
communication signals from a wireless-capable field de-
vice or gateway are translated by adapter 114 into Blue-
tooth® signals that can be processed by the computer.
[0030] In yet another example adapter 114 can be
physically connected to a USB port on a computer. The
computer then executes suitable software to perform
loop and/or segment testing on wireless field devices. In
this embodiment, adapter 114 translates communica-
tions received via USB module 134 into suitable wireless
process communication signals for transmission through
wireless process communication module 120. Adapter
114 also operates in the reverse in that wireless process
communication signals received from module 120 can
be passed to the computer via module 134. Additionally,
in examples where adapter 114 includes a GPS module
144, the loop testing and/or segment testing can be aug-
mented with additional data relative to the location of

adapter 114.
[0031] FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method of perform-
ing loop and/or segment testing of a wireless process
communication loop and/or devices in accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention. Method 250 be-
gins at block 252 where a handheld field maintenance
tool or suitable computing device is coupled to a wireless
process communication adapter. This coupling can be
done physically (254) such as using a process wired con-
nection (256) or using a USB connection (258). Addition-
ally or alternatively, the coupling can be wireless 260.
Method 250 continues at block 262 where the loop/seg-
ment test is initiated. Subsequently, block 264 executes
where the handheld field maintenance tool or personal
computer interacts through the wireless process commu-
nication adapter with a wireless process communication
loop and/or one or more wireless field devices. Once the
interaction of block 264 is complete, the test results are
recorded at block 266. The test results can be recorded
in the handheld field maintenance tool and/or stored in
the wireless field maintenance adapter for subsequent
transfer into a suitable database, asset management sys-
tem, or other suitable software application.

Claims

1. A system comprising a handheld field maintenance
tool (102), a wireless field device (104) and a wireless
field maintenance adapter (114), wherein:

the handheld field maintenance tool includes a
relatively short range radio frequency module
operable in accordance with a Bluetooth® spec-
ification;
the wireless field device is operable to commu-
nicate in accordance with a wireless HART®
specification; and
the wireless field maintenance adapter is oper-
able to bi-directionally communicate with the
handheld field maintenance tool and operable
to bi-directionally communicate with the wireless
field device, and wherein the wireless field main-
tenance adapter comprises:

a power source (132);
a controller (130) coupled to the power
source (132);
a low-power radio-frequency communica-
tion module (122) coupled to the controller
and adapted to communicate with the hand-
held field maintenance tool in accordance
with the Bluetooth® specification;
a wireless process communication protocol
module (120) coupled to the controller and
adapted to communicate with the wireless
field device in accordance with the Wireless
HART® specification;

9 10 



EP 2 391 928 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

wherein the controller is configured to com-
municate through the wireless process
communication protocol module based on
information received from the low-power ra-
dio-frequency communication module.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to communicate through the low-
power radio-frequency communication module
based on information received from the wireless
process communication protocol module.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the power source is
a rechargeable battery.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the wireless field
maintenance adapter further comprises a USB com-
munication module (135) operably coupled to the
power source and to the controller.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the wireless field
maintenance adapter further comprises a wired
process communication protocol module (138) op-
erably disposed between a plurality of terminals
(140), (142), and the controller.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the wired process
communication protocol module is a HART® proc-
ess communication protocol module.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the wireless field
maintenance adapter further comprises a GPS re-
ceiver (144) coupled to the controller to provide an
indication of geographical location of the adapter to
the controller.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the controller has
firmware that is updateable.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the wireless field
maintenance adapter further comprises an addition-
al low-power radio-frequency communication mod-
ule coupled to the controller.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the controller is fur-
ther configured to translate signals between the plu-
rality of low-power radio-frequency communication
modules.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein the wireless field
maintenance adapter further comprises an addition-
al wireless process communication protocol module,
and wherein the plurality of wireless process com-
munication protocol modules are configured to com-
municate in accordance with different wireless proc-
ess communication protocols.

Patentansprüche

1. System, umfassend ein tragbares Feldwartungs-
werkzeug (102), ein drahtloses Feldgerät (104) und
einen drahtlosen Feldwartungsadapter (114), wo-
bei:

das Feldwartungswerkzeug ein Hochfrequenz-
modul mit relativ kurzer Reichweite einschließt,
das gemäß einer Bluetooth®-Spezifikation ope-
rabel ist;
das drahtlose Feldgerät zur Kommunikation ge-
mäß einer drahtlosen HART®-Spezifikation
operabel ist; und
der drahtlose Feldwartungsadapter zur bidirek-
tionalen Kommunikation mit dem tragbaren
Feldwartungswerkzeug und zur bidirektionalen
Kommunikation mit dem drahtlosen Feldgerät
operabel ist, und wobei der drahtlose Feldwar-
tungsadapter folgendes umfasst:

eine Stromquelle (132);
eine mit der Stromquelle (132) gekoppelte
Steuerung (130);
ein Niedrigleistungs-Hochfrequenz-Kom-
munikationsmodul (122), das mit der Steu-
erung gekoppelt und zur Kommunikation
mit dem tragbaren Feldwartungswerkzeug
gemäß der Bluetooth®-Spezifikation aus-
gelegt ist;
ein drahtloses Prozesskommunikations-
protokollmodul (120), das mit der
Steuerung gekoppelt und zur Kommunika-
tion mit dem drahtlosen Feldgerät gemäß
der drahtlosen HART®-Spezifikation aus-
gelegt ist;
wobei die Steuerung so konfiguriert ist,
dass sie über das drahtlose Prozesskom-
munikationsprotokollmodul auf Basis von
Informationen kommuniziert, die von dem
Niedrigleistungs-Hochfrequenz-Kommuni-
kationsmodul empfangen werden.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Steuerung fer-
ner so konfiguriert ist, dass sie über das Niedrigleis-
tungs-Hochfrequenz-Kommunikationsmodul auf
Basis von Informationen kommuniziert, die von dem
drahtlosen Prozesskommunikationsprotokollmodul
empfangen werden.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Stromquelle ei-
ne wiederaufladbare Batterie ist.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der drahtlose Feld-
wartungsadapter ferner ein USB-Kommunikations-
modul (135) umfasst, das mit der Stromquelle und
der Steuerung operabel gekoppelt ist.
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5. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der drahtlose Feld-
wartungsadapter ferner ein drahtgebundenes
Prozesskommunikationsprotokollmodul (138) um-
fasst, das zwischen einer Vielzahl von Endgeräten
(140), (142) und der Steuerung funktionsfähig ange-
ordnet ist.

6. System nach Anspruch 5, wobei das drahtgebunde-
ne Prozesskommunikationsprotokollmodul ein
HART®-Prozesskommunikationsprotokollmodul ist.

7. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der drahtlose Feld-
wartungsadapter ferner einen GPS-Empfänger
(144) umfasst, der mit dem Controller gekoppelt ist,
um dem Controller eine Angabe des geografischen
Orts des Adapters zu liefern.

8. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Steuerung eine
aktualisierbare Firmware aufweist.

9. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der drahtlose Feld-
wartungsadapter ferner ein zusätzliches, mit der
Steuerung gekoppeltes Niedrigleistungs-Hochfre-
quenzkommunikationsmodul umfasst.

10. System nach Anspruch 9, wobei die Steuerung fer-
ner so konfiguriert ist, dass sie Signale zwischen den
mehreren Niederleistungs-Hochfrequenzkommuni-
kationsmodulen übersetzt.

11. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei der drahtlose Feld-
wartungsadapter ferner ein zusätzliches drahtloses
Prozesskommunikationsprotokollmodul umfasst
und wobei die mehreren drahtlosen Prozesskommu-
nikationsprotokollmodule so konfiguriert sind, dass
sie nach unterschiedlichen drahtlosen Prozesskom-
munikationsprotokollen kommunizieren.

Revendications

1. Système comprenant un outil portatif de maintenan-
ce sur site (102), un dispositif sur site sans fil (104)
et un adaptateur de maintenance sur site sans fil
(114), dans lequel :

l’outil portatif de maintenance sur site comporte
un module radiofréquence à portée relativement
courte pouvant fonctionner conformément à une
spécification Bluetooth® ;
le dispositif sur site sans fil peut fonctionner pour
communiquer conformément à une spécifica-
tion HART® Sans fil ; et
l’adaptateur de maintenance sur site sans fil
peut fonctionner pour communiquer de manière
bidirectionnelle avec l’outil portatif de mainte-
nance sur site et peut fonctionner pour commu-
niquer de manière bidirectionnelle avec le dis-

positif sur site sans fil, et dans lequel l’adapta-
teur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend :

une source de puissance (132) ;
une unité de commande (130) couplée à la
source de puissance (132) ;
un module de communication radiofréquen-
ce de faible puissance (122) couplé à l’unité
de commande et adapté pour communiquer
avec l’outil portatif de maintenance sur site
conformément à la spécification
Bluetooth® ;
un module de protocole de communication
de processus sans fil (120) couplé à l’unité
de commande et adapté pour communiquer
avec le dispositif sur site sans fil conformé-
ment à la spécification HART® Sans fil ;
dans lequel l’unité de commande est confi-
gurée pour communiquer par l’intermédiai-
re du module de protocole de communica-
tion de processus sans fil en se basant sur
des informations reçues à partir du module
de communication radiofréquence de faible
puissance.

2. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité
de commande est en outre configurée pour commu-
niquer par l’intermédiaire du module de communica-
tion radiofréquence de faible puissance en se basant
sur des informations reçues à partir du module de
protocole de communication de processus sans fil.

3. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel la source
de puissance est une batterie rechargeable.

4. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’adap-
tateur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend en
outre un module de communication USB (135) cou-
plé de manière fonctionnelle à la source de puissan-
ce et à l’unité de commande.

5. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’adap-
tateur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend en
outre un module de protocole de communication de
processus câblé (138) disposé de manière fonction-
nelle entre une pluralité de bornes (140), (142), et
l’unité de commande.

6. Système de la revendication 5, dans lequel le mo-
dule de protocole de communication de processus
câblé est un module de protocole de communication
de processus HART®.

7. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’adap-
tateur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend en
outre un récepteur GPS (144) couplé à l’unité de
commande pour fournir à l’unité de commande une
indication de l’emplacement géographique de
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l’adaptateur.

8. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’unité
de commande a un micrologiciel qui peut être mis à
jour.

9. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’adap-
tateur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend en
outre un module de communication radiofréquence
de faible puissance supplémentaire couplé à l’unité
de commande.

10. Système de la revendication 9, dans lequel l’unité
de commande est en outre configurée pour transfor-
mer des signaux entre la pluralité de modules de
communication radiofréquence de faible puissance.

11. Système de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’adap-
tateur de maintenance sur site sans fil comprend en
outre un module de protocole de communication de
processus sans fil supplémentaire, et dans lequel la
pluralité de modules de protocole de communication
de processus sans fil sont configurés pour commu-
niquer conformément à différents protocoles de
communication de processus sans fil.
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