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(57) Embodiments of the present disclosure provide
for automatic item searching and verification. In example
contexts, embodiments provide such functionality to im-
prove the accuracy and efficiency of item searching dur-
ing item loading and/or unloading, such as when deliv-
ering packages. Some embodiments provide for captur-
ing an image, or set of images, identifying relevant items
represented in the captured images, generating aug-

mented reality elements associated with such relevant
items, and rendering the augmented reality elements in
an augmented reality environment, which can be main-
tained as the user continues to perform user action. Some
embodiments additionally or alternatively detect improp-
er actions based on captured image(s), and generate
and provide notifications to a user for viewing.
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Description

TECHNOLOGICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments of the present disclosure gener-
ally relate to data scanning and processing for providing
augmented reality elements and corresponding notifica-
tion information, and specifically to such data processing
for automatic item searching and verification.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Distributing items to various locations, for ex-
ample from a central hub representing a delivery hub,
conventionally is a manual, human-driven process. Such
a human-driven process often vulnerable to errors due
to incorrect human behavior, mistakes in analysis, or the
like. Such errors lead to wasted resources during item
distribution. Applicant has discovered problems with cur-
rent implementations for item searching and verification.
Through applied effort, ingenuity, and innovation, Appli-
cant has solved many of these identified problems by
developing embodied in the present disclosure, which
are described in detail below.

BRIEF SUMMARY

[0003] In general, embodiments of the present disclo-
sure provided herein provide for automatic item search-
ing and verification. Other implementations for automatic
item searching and verification will be, or will become,
apparent to one with skill in the art upon examination of
the following figures and detailed description. It is intend-
ed that all such additional implementations be included
within this description be within the scope of the disclo-
sure, and be protected by the following claims.
[0004] In accordance with one aspect of the disclosure,
a computer-implemented method for automatic item
searching and verification is provided. The computer-im-
plemented method may be performed via one or more
devices, apparatuses, computer program products,
and/or the like, as described herein. For example, the
computer-implemented method in some embodiments is
performed via an imaging apparatus and/or user device
communicable with an imaging apparatus. In an example
embodiment, the computer-implemented method in-
cludes retrieving a target item data set associated with
item distribution route data. The example computer-im-
plemented method further includes receiving a captured
image comprising an item representation set and an item
information representation set associated with the item
representation set, wherein each item representation of
the item representation set is associated with an item
position in an augmented reality environment. The ex-
ample computer-implemented method further includes
identifying, from an item information representation of
the item information representation set, a scanned item
data object corresponding to the item information repre-

sentation. The example computer-implemented method
further includes determining that the scanned item data
object comprises a relevant item data object based on
at least the target item data set. The example computer-
implemented method further includes generating an aug-
mented reality element corresponding to the relevant
item data object. The example computer-implemented
method further includes causing rendering, to a user in-
terface, of the captured image augmented based on at
least the augmented reality element, wherein the aug-
mented reality element is rendered based on at least a
first item position associated with an item representation
corresponding to the augmented reality element.
[0005] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, re-
ceiving the captured image comprises capturing at least
the captured image using an imaging apparatus.
[0006] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises iden-
tifying, from a second item information representation of
the item information representation set, a second
scanned item data object corresponding to a second item
representation associated with the second item informa-
tion representation; identifying the second scanned item
data object comprises a second relevant item data object
based on at least the target item data set associated with
the item distribution route data, wherein the second rel-
evant item data object corresponds to the second item
representation; generating a second augmented reality
element corresponding to the second relevant item data
object; and causing rendering, to the user interface, of
the captured image augmented based on at least the
second augmented reality element, wherein the second
augmented reality element is rendered based on a sec-
ond item position associated with the second item rep-
resentation corresponding to the second augmented re-
ality element.
[0007] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method,
identifying the scanned item data object corresponding
to the item information representation comprises detect-
ing a visual indicia in the captured image; and decoding
the visual indicia to identify the scanned item data object.
[0008] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method,
identifying the scanned item data object corresponding
to the item information representation comprises detect-
ing an item label in the captured image; and extracting,
using an optical character recognition image processing
algorithm, the scanned item data object.
[0009] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises cap-
turing, using an imaging apparatus, a second captured
image set comprising a second visual indicia set; decod-
ing, from the second visual indicia set, a second scanned
item data set associated with the second visual indicia
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set, the second scanned item data set representing a
loaded item data set; identifying, based on at least the
second scanned item data set, an undetected relevant
item data object; generating an undetected relevant item
notification based on at least the undetected relevant
item data object; and causing rendering, to the user in-
terface, of the undetected relevant item notification.
[0010] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises cap-
turing, using an imaging apparatus, a second captured
image set comprising a second visual indicia set; decod-
ing, from the second visual indicia set, a second scanned
item data set associated with the second visual indicia
set, wherein the second scanned item data set repre-
sents a loaded item data set; detecting, from the scanned
item data set, an improper item data object based on at
least the target item data set; generating an improper
scanned item notification based on at least the improper
item data object; and causing rendering, to the user in-
terface, of the improper scanned item notification.
[0011] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises iden-
tifying a device location, wherein retrieving the target item
data set is based on at least the device location.
[0012] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises iden-
tifying a device location, wherein the device location is
associated with at least a portion of the item distribution
route data; retrieving a second target item data set based
on the item distribution route data and the device location,
the second target item data set representing a target un-
load data set; capturing, using an imaging apparatus, a
second captured image comprising a second item rep-
resentation set and a second item information represen-
tation set associated with the second item representation
set, wherein each item representation in the second item
representation set is associated with a second item po-
sition in a second augmented reality environment; iden-
tifying, from a second item information representation of
the item information representation set, a second
scanned item data object corresponding to the second
item information representation; identifying the second
scanned item data object comprises a second relevant
item data object based on at least the second target item
data object set; generating a second augmented reality
element corresponding to the second relevant item data
object; and causing rendering, to the user interface, the
second captured image augmented based on at least the
second augmented reality element, wherein the second
augmented reality element is rendered based on a sec-
ond item position associated with a second item repre-
sentation corresponding to the second augmented reality
element.
[0013] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the

computer-implemented method further comprises cap-
turing, using an imaging apparatus, a second captured
image comprising a second visual indicia set; decoding,
from the second visual indicia set, a second scanned
item data set associated with the second visual indicia
set, wherein the second scanned item data set repre-
sents a loaded item data set; detecting, from the second
scanned item data set, an improper item data object
based on the target item data set; generating an improper
scanned item notification based on at least the improper
item data object; and causing rendering, to the user in-
terface, of the improper scanned item notification.
[0014] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
computer-implemented method further comprises cap-
turing, using an imaging apparatus, a second captured
image comprising a second visual indicia set; decoding,
from the second visual indicia set, a second scanned
item data set associated with the second visual indicia
set, wherein the second scanned item data set repre-
sents an unloaded item data set; identifying, based on
at least the second scanned item data set, an improper
unloaded item data object; generating an improper un-
loaded item notification based on at least the improper
unloaded item data object; and causing rendering, to the
user interface, of the improper unloaded item notification.
[0015] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
target item data set comprises a first target item data set
associated with a first device location, and the computer-
implemented method further comprises identifying a sec-
ond device location, wherein the second device location
is associated with at least a second portion of the item
distribution route data; retrieving a second target item
data set based on at least the item distribution route data
and the second device location; capturing, using an im-
aging apparatus, a second captured image comprising
a second item representation set and a second item in-
formation representation set associated with the second
item representation set; identifying, from a second item
information representation of the second item informa-
tion representation set, a second scanned item data ob-
ject corresponding to a second item representation as-
sociated with the second item information representa-
tion; identifying the second scanned item data object
comprises a missed item data object associated with the
first device location; generating a missed item notification
based on at least the missed item data object associated
with the first device location; and causing rendering, to
the user interface, of the missed item notification.
[0016] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, the
target item data set is retrieved from a remote server over
a first communications network via at least one applica-
tion programming interface.
[0017] Additionally or alternatively, in some example
embodiments of the computer-implemented method, re-
ceiving the captured image comprises capturing the cap-
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tured image using a multi-imager imaging apparatus.
[0018] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
disclosure, an apparatus for automatic item searching
and verification is provided. In one example embodiment,
the apparatus includes at least one processor and at least
one memory, the at least one memory having computer-
coded instructions stored thereon that, in execution with
the at least one processor, configure the apparatus to
perform any of the example computer-implemented
methods described herein. In yet another example em-
bodiment, the apparatus includes means for performing
each of the steps of any of the computer-implemented
methods described herein. In one or more embodiments,
the apparatus includes or is otherwise communicable
with an imaging apparatus or engine configured for cap-
turing image data objects.
[0019] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
disclosure, a computer program product for automatic
item searching and verification is provided. In one exam-
ple embodiment, the computer program product includes
at least one non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium having computer program code thereon, where
the computer program code in execution with at least one
processor is configured to perform any of the computer-
implemented methods described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] Having thus described the embodiments of the
disclosure in general terms, reference now will be made
to the accompanying drawings, which are not necessarily
drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a specially con-
figured system within which example embodiments
of the present disclosure may operate;
FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an example ap-
paratus that may be specially configured in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 3 illustrates another block diagram of a second
example apparatus that may be specially configured
in accordance with at least one example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 4 illustrates a visualization of an example con-
text for item searching and verification along an ex-
ample item distribution route, in accordance with at
least one example embodiment of the present dis-
closure;
FIG. 5 illustrates an example captured image for
processing, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 6 illustrates an example user interface including
a rendering of an augmented reality environment in-
cluding augmented reality elements for loading, in
accordance with at least one example embodiment
of the present disclosure;
FIG. 7 illustrates an example user interface including

a rendering of an augmented reality environment in-
cluding at least one augmented reality element for
unloading, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 8 illustrates a flowchart including example op-
erations for automatic item searching and verifica-
tion, in accordance with at least one example em-
bodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 9 illustrates a flowchart including additional ex-
ample operations of an example process for auto-
matic item searching and verification, in accordance
with at least one example embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 10 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations of an example process for au-
tomatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure
FIG. 11 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations for automatic item searching
and verification, in accordance with at least one ex-
ample embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 12 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations for automatic item searching
and verification, in accordance with at least one ex-
ample embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 13 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations for automatic item switching and
verification, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations for automatic item switching and
verification, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure; and
FIG. 15 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations for automatic item switching and
verification, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] Embodiments of the present disclosure now will
be described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which some, but not all, em-
bodiments of the disclosure are shown. Indeed, embod-
iments of the disclosure may be embodied in many dif-
ferent forms and should not be construed as limited to
the embodiments set forth herein, rather, these embod-
iments are provided so that this disclosure will satisfy
applicable legal requirements. Like numbers refer to like
elements throughout.

Overview

[0022] An item searching and verification process may
be utilized in any of a myriad of processes. One example
of item searching and verification occurs during delivery
of packages and/or other parcels from a first location to
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a second, such as from a loading hub to a final delivery
location (e.g., a home or business address).
[0023] In this context for example, item loading and
unloading is conventionally a manual-driven process re-
quiring significant user interaction in accomplishing the
loading or unloading task successfully. At the hub, for
example, a user, such as a delivery person, convention-
ally analyzes a set of packages or other items to deter-
mine which are to be loaded for a particular delivery route.
Similarly, at a delivery location, the same or a different
user conventionally analyses a set of packages (or other
items) to determine which are to be unloaded for delivery
at a particular location. Ordinarily, the user inspects each
package one at a time to scan and/or analyze information
on a package label associated with the package. Such
scanning and/or analyzing of each individual package
enables the user to determine whether it is proper to load
the package for a particular delivery route and/or unload
the package at a particular location along the route.
[0024] Such example conventional processes for
package identification and verification are inefficient, as
scanning each package one at a time means a significant
amount of time may pass before the user successfully
identifies all packages for loading and/or unloading. Us-
ing technology that enables scanning from a distance,
such scanning of each package one at a time still limits
efficiency. Additionally, conventional processes utilizing
human-driven actions are error prone. For example, a
user may wrongly analyze information associated with a
package (e.g., on a package label) and choose to load
the package at an improper location (e.g., when it is not
required for a route, making it impossible for another user
to deliver the package until the user returns the package
to the loading location) and/or unload the package at an
improper location (e.g., delivering a package to a wrong
package). Similarly, a user may wrongly analyze infor-
mation associated with a package (e.g., on the package
label) and choose not to load the package when appro-
priate (e.g., not loading it for a delivery route when it is
required to be delivered on the route) and/or choose not
to unload the package when appropriate (e.g., not un-
loading it for delivery at an appropriate location, and pro-
ceeding to the next location). Conventionally, such errors
may be overlooked for a substantial period of time, such
as until all other deliveries along a route are completed,
a customer complaint is received, or in some circum-
stances, indefinitely. In this regard, improving the effi-
ciency and/or reducing the error in item searching and
verification is desirable for improving overall efficiency of
item distribution, such as in the shipping context.
[0025] Example embodiments of the present disclo-
sure include apparatuses, computer-implemented meth-
ods, and computer program products for automatic item
searching and verification. In this regard, embodiments
may be used to capture an image set comprising one or
more captured images, process the captured images,
and produce one or more user interfaces including ele-
ments that identify items to be loaded and/or unloaded

at a current location. For example, an imaging apparatus
may be utilized to capture the image set, where the cap-
tured image(s) include representations of any number of
packages stored at the hub location, and visual indicia
associated with each of the packages such as barcodes
on the package label for each package. The visual indicia
may encode any of a myriad of package information, such
as one or more package identifiers, delivery location in-
formation, recipient information, and/or the like, which
may be additional to and/or provided together with infor-
mation on the package label. The visual indicia, and/or
other information on the package label, may be proc-
essed to identify data associated with each package. Em-
bodiments further enable retrieval and/or determination
of a target item data set associated with particular item
distribution route data, such that the items for loading for
a particular delivery route and/or unloading at a particular
location may be identified. In this regard, based on the
scanned information and the target item data set, em-
bodiments enable identification of the relevant items rep-
resented within the captured image set. Embodiments
then enable visual distinguishing of relevant items (e.g.,
items to be loaded or unloaded at the current location)
in an augmented reality, such as by generating augment-
ed reality elements and rendering the captured image(s)
altered based on such augmented reality elements.
[0026] In this regard, embodiments of the present dis-
closure enable automatic searching and verification of
items for which user interaction is required. In the context
of item loading, for example at a hub location, a captured
image may include representations of various items, and
the captured image(s) may be processed to enable ren-
dering of an augmented reality including the captured
image together with augmented reality elements that
identify items for delivery along a particular delivery route.
Such embodiments eliminate the human-drive process
of identifying such packages, and reduce the opportunity
for errors in identifying such packages, reducing the
chance that the user fails to identify a particular package
that is appropriate for loading. Similarly, in contexts of
item unloading, for example at a delivery location, a cap-
tured image may include representations of various items
loaded onto a delivery vehicle, and the captured image(s)
may be processed to enable rendering of an augmented
reality including the captured image together with aug-
mented reality elements that identify items for delivery at
the current location. Using an identified device location,
embodiments enable identification and visual distin-
guishing of the specific set of items to be delivered at a
current location without requiring the user to perform
such analysis. Furthermore, by automatically identifying
the packages that are loaded or unloaded at each loca-
tion, example embodiments may detect errors in circum-
stances where items are loaded and/or unloaded at im-
proper times, and alert the user that such errors have
occurred.
[0027] In this regard, example embodiments of the
present disclosure eliminate and/or otherwise reduce hu-
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man-based analysis in item searching and verification
for loading and/or unloading, such as for item distribution.
In an example context, embodiments of the present dis-
closure improves the efficiency identification of items for
loading and/or unloading. Additionally or alternatively,
example embodiments improve the accuracy of item
identification for unloading and/or loading, and provide
improved user interfaces to the user that include such
identifications. Additionally, example embodiments re-
duce the likelihood of errors during item loading and/or
unloading, and enable detection and user notification
when such errors have occurred, reducing the likelihood
that such errors manifest or result in negative effects.
Additionally or alternatively, example embodiments pro-
vide improvements over conventional scanning devices
by reducing the number of individual scanning operations
that may be required to identify the complete set of items
relevant for a loading and/or unloading operation at each
location, and additionally or alternatively still may be per-
formed from a range such that a user need not interact
with each item individually to successfully complete a
desired operation, such as an unloading or loading op-
eration.

Definitions

[0028] In some embodiments, some of the operations
above may be modified or further amplified. Furthermore,
in some embodiments, additional optional operations
may be included. Modifications, amplifications, or addi-
tions to the operations above may be performed in any
order and in any combination.
[0029] Many modifications and other embodiments of
the disclosure set forth herein will come to mind to one
skilled in the art to which this disclosure pertains having
the benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing
description and the associated drawings. Therefore, it is
to be understood that the embodiments are not to be
limited to the specific embodiments disclosed and that
modifications and other embodiments are intended to be
included within the scope of the appended claims. More-
over, although the foregoing descriptions and the asso-
ciated drawings describe example embodiments in the
context of certain example combinations of elements
and/or functions, it should be appreciated that different
combinations of elements and/or functions may be pro-
vided by alternative embodiments without departing from
the scope of the appended claims. In this regard, for ex-
ample, different combinations of elements and/or func-
tions than those explicitly described above are also con-
templated as may be set forth in some of the appended
claims. Although specific terms are employed herein,
they are used in a generic and descriptive sense only
and not for purposes of limitation.
[0030] The term "item data object" refers to electroni-
cally managed data representing one or more properties
and/or information associated with an item, package,
box, parcel, or other transportable object. In some em-

bodiments, an item data object comprises at least one
or more data values embodying an item data object iden-
tifier that uniquely identifies the item data object. The
term "item data set" refers to a data object embodying
zero or more item data object(s). Non-limiting examples
of an item data set include an array of item data objects,
a vector of item data objects, a list of item data objects,
and the like.
[0031] The term "item distribution route" refers to a set
of one or more addresses, coordinates, or other locations
for which items are to be delivered. In some embodi-
ments, for example, an item distribution route includes a
plurality of addresses (or plurality of locations) where at
least one item is to be delivered to each of the plurality
of addresses. In some embodiments, for example, an
item distribution route includes a single address (or other
location) where at least one item is to be delivered.
[0032] The term "item distribution route data" refers to
electronically managed data representing an item distri-
bution route. In some embodiments, item distribution
route data comprises location data representing one or
more locations, each location associated with at least
one item data object corresponding to an item to be de-
livered at that location. Additionally or alternatively, in
some embodiments, item distribution route data compris-
es item data object(s) associated with items to be deliv-
ered at each location. It should be appreciated that the
item distribution route data may include any number of
locations, and each location may be associated with any
number of item data objects.
[0033] The term "target item data object" refers to elec-
tronically managed data representing an item data object
for unloading and/or unloading associated with an item
distribution route. In at least one context, a target item
data object embodies an item data object (or at least a
portion thereof, such as at least an item data object iden-
tifier) to be loaded into a delivery vehicle at a particular
location for delivery associated with an item distribution
route. In at least one other context, a target item data
object embodies an item data object (or at least a portion
thereof, such as at least an item data object identifier) to
be unloaded for delivery at a particular location along an
item distribution route. The term "target item data set"
refers to a data object embodying zero or more target
item data objects. In at least one example context, for
example a loading operation, a target item data set is
associated with item distribution route data such that the
target item data set includes item data objects for each
item to be loaded at a current location. In at least another
example context, such as an unloading operation, a tar-
get item data set is associated with item distribution route
data such that the target item data set includes item data
objects for each item to be unloaded at a current location.
[0034] The term "loaded item data set" refers to elec-
tronically managed data representing zero or more item
data object(s) identified and/or otherwise indicated as
currently loaded at a particular location and available for
unloading via an unloading operation.
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[0035] The term "unloaded item data set" refers to elec-
tronically managed data representing zero or more item
data object(s) identified and/or otherwise indicated as
currently unloaded at a particular location and available
for loading via a loading operation.
[0036] The term "imaging apparatus" refers to comput-
ing hardware, software, firmware, and/or a combination
thereof, for capturing one or more captured images
and/or processing the one or more captured images. In
at least one example embodiment, an imaging apparatus
comprises one or more imager(s) comprising image cap-
ture optics, an image sensor, and optionally one or more
illumination sources and/or corresponding illumination
projection optics. In some embodiments, the imaging ap-
paratus includes a display configured for providing one
or more user interfaces to a user, and/or receiving user
input from the user.
[0037] The term "multi-imager imaging apparatus" re-
fers to an imaging apparatus comprising a plurality of
imagers. In at least one example embodiment, a multi-
imager imaging apparatus includes an illuminator for
each imager, each including an illumination source and
illumination projection optics specially configured for il-
luminating a field of view capturable by the corresponding
imager. A multi-imager imaging apparatus may include
any number of imagers, including without limitation a du-
al-imager imaging apparatus (e.g., a near-far range im-
aging apparatus), a tri-imager imaging apparatus (near-
mid-far range imaging apparatus), or the like. At least
one non-limiting example multi-imager imaging appara-
tus is described in U.S. non-provisional application
number 16/684,124 titled "Integrated Illumination-Aimer
Imaging Apparatuses", filed November 14, 2019, the
content of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.
[0038] The term "captured image" refers to electroni-
cally managed data output by an image sensor repre-
senting light captured by the image sensor within a par-
ticular field of view during an exposure period. In some
embodiments, a captured image is embodied by a data
object in any known image file format, including without
limitation a JPG, TIFF, PNG, or other image file format.
The term "captured image set" refers to a data object
embodying one or more captured images for processing.
[0039] The term "visual indicia" refers to a visual en-
coding of data that may be scanned by being detecting
and decoding, using one or more algorithms, to identify
the data values and/or data object embodied by the visual
indicia. In some embodiments, a visual indicia is embod-
ied by a machine-readable symbology, such as a 1-D
barcode, 2-D barcode, or the like. The term "visual indicia
set" refers to a data object embodying zero or more visual
indicia.
[0040] The term "item representation" refers to a por-
tion of data within a captured image that embodies an
item within the captured field of view. In one example
context, the item representation is embodied by a set of
pixels that corresponds to a particular package repre-

sented in a captured image. It should be appreciated that
a captured image may include any number of item rep-
resentations.
[0041] The term "item information representation" re-
fers to a portion of data within a captured image that
embodies an item label, visual indicia, and/or other hu-
man-readable and/or machine-readable data associated
with a corresponding item. For example, the item infor-
mation representation includes representations of vari-
ous data values of an item data object or visual indicia
encodings thereof. In some embodiments, an item infor-
mation representation embodies an item label represen-
tation corresponding to an item label located on an item.
In some embodiments, an item information representa-
tion embodies a visual indicia located on an item and/or
item label on or associated with the item.
[0042] The term "item position" refers to a coordinate
in two-dimensional or three-dimensional space that cor-
responds to a position in an augmented reality environ-
ment where an augmented reality element associated
with an item representation should be rendered. In some
embodiments, for example, an item position corresponds
to a position determined to be on or near the item repre-
sented in a captured image such that a user would as-
sociate an augmented reality element at that position with
the corresponding item. In some embodiments, an item
position is determinable based on a position of a visual
indicia. In some embodiments, an item position is deter-
minable based on image processing of an item represen-
tation, such as to determine a center point on the object,
a position associated with a feature of the item (e.g., a
corner), or any desired offset therefrom.
[0043] The term "augmented reality environment" re-
fers to electronically managed data representing a real-
world environment to enable rendering any number of
virtual elements within captured representations of the
real-world environment. In some embodiments, an aug-
mented reality environment corresponds to a three-di-
mensional coordinate system such that augmented re-
ality elements may be rendered within the representation
of the real-world environment based on the three-dimen-
sional coordinate system. In other embodiments, an aug-
mented reality environment corresponds to a two-dimen-
sional coordinate system.
[0044] The term "scanned item data object" refers to
electronically managed data representing one or more
data value(s) or data object(s) decoded from information
within a captured image, such as from an item information
representation. In at least one example context, a
scanned item data object embodies an item data object
or portion of data thereof represented by a visual indicia
associated with an item, such as a package. The term
"scanned item data set" refers to any number of scanned
item data object(s), which may be embodied in one or
more collection(s), array(s), or other data structure(s).
The term "scanned item data set refers to a data object
embodying zero or more scanned item data object(s).
[0045] The term "relevant item data object" refers to
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an item data object identified as relevant for a current
loading or unloading operation. In some embodiments,
a relevant item data object corresponds to an item data
object within a target item data set corresponding to a
particular item distribution route, and identified as asso-
ciated with a scanned item data object or within a
scanned item data set. In some embodiments, a relevant
item data object is additionally or alternatively associated
with a particular location, such as a location that corre-
sponds to a loading location and/or unloading/delivery
location. In at least one example context, a relevant item
data object represents an item data object identified with-
in a scanned item data set, where the item data object
corresponds to an item to be loaded onto a delivery truck
or unloaded from a delivery vehicle. for delivery at a cur-
rent location associated with the delivery vehicle. The
term "relevant item data set" refers to a data object em-
bodying zero or more relevant item data object(s).
[0046] The term "relevant visual indicia" refers to a vis-
ual indicia that encodes a relevant item data object,
where the relevant visual indicia is represented within a
captured image. The term "relevant visual indicia set"
refers to a data object embodying zero or more relevant
visual indicia(s).
[0047] The term "augmented reality element" refers to
virtual data generated and/or otherwise configured for
rendering within an augmented reality environment. In
some embodiments, an augmented reality element is
rendered together with one or more captured images rep-
resenting a real-world environment, such that the virtual
data augments the captured representation of the real-
world environment. The term "augmented reality element
set" refers to a data object embodying zero or more aug-
mented reality element(s).
[0048] The term "user interface" refers to one or more
elements enabling display of information via a display,
and/or user interaction by a user. In some embodiments,
a user interface includes one or more buttons, images,
text, and/or other user controls.
[0049] The term "loaded item data object" refers to a
item data object corresponding to an item determined to
be, or indicated by a user as, loaded during a loading
operation. In at least one non-limiting example context,
the loaded item data object represents an item that is
loaded on a delivery vehicle. The term "loaded item data
set" refers to a data object embodying zero or more load-
ed item data object(s).
[0050] The term "undetected relevant item data object"
refers to an item data object not identified in a scanned
item data set that is expected to be in the scanned item
data set. In some embodiments, an undetected relevant
item data object corresponds to an item for delivery at a
current location or a future location along an item distri-
bution route. In at least one example context, an unde-
tected relevant item data object may have been improp-
erly unloaded by a user at an earlier location before a
correct delivery location was reached.
[0051] The term "undetected relevant item notification"

refers to data embodying a user interface element, or
information for rendering via a user interface element,
associated with an undetected relevant item data object.
In some embodiments, an undetected relevant item no-
tification includes at least a portion of data embodied by
or otherwise associated with undetected relevant item
data object, such as at least an item data object identifier
and/or text indicating the item is undetected from a set.
[0052] The term "improper item data object" refers to
an item data object that is not to be loaded at a particular
location, or is not to be unloaded at a particular location.
In a non-limiting example context, an improper item data
object may be identified by scanning a visual indicia as-
sociated with a corresponding item that is not to be loaded
at a current location, or not to be unloaded at a current
location. The term "improper item data set" refers to a
data object embodying zero or more improper item data
object(s).
[0053] The term "improper scanned item notification"
refers to data embodying a user interface element, or
information for rendering via a user interface element,
associated with an improper item data object. In some
embodiments, an improper scanned item notification in-
cludes at least a portion of data embodied by or otherwise
associated with an improper item data object, such as at
least an item data object identifier and/or text indicating
the item is improper for loading or unloading.
[0054] The term "device location" refers to electronic
data representation of a location for a computing device.
A device location may be identified or detected in any of
a myriad of manners, including without limitation GPS,
wireless location detection, cellular location detection,
manual location input, and address detection or input.
[0055] The term "unloaded item data object" refers to
an item data object indicated or determined as unloaded
from a set of loaded items. In some embodiments, a user
scans a visual indicia encoding an item data object during
unloading to indicate the item has been unloaded or oth-
erwise delivered. The term "unloaded item data set" re-
fers to a data object embodying zero or more unloaded
item data object(s). The term "improper unloaded item
data object" refers to an item data object determined
and/or otherwise indicated as unloaded at a particular
location that differs from the correct delivery location rep-
resented in the item data object.
[0056] The term "missed item data object" refers to an
item data object indicated or determined or indicated as
having not been unloaded at a previous location along
an item distribution route. In some embodiments, a
missed item data object is detected from a scanned item
data set based on a current location and item distribution
route data. The term "missed item data set" refers to a
data object embodying zero or more missed item data
object(s).
[0057] The term "missed item notification" refers to da-
ta embodying a user interface element, or information for
rendering via a user interface element, associated with
a missed item data object. In some embodiments, a
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missed item notification includes at least a portion of data
embodied by or otherwise associated with a missed item
data object, such as at least an item data object identifier
and/or text indicating delivery of the item was missed.
[0058] The term "remote server" refers to one or more
computing device(s), embodied via physical or virtual
component(s), distinct from an imaging apparatus and/or
consumer device, with which the imaging apparatus
and/or consumer device is communicable over one or
more communications network(s). In at least one exam-
ple context, a remote server stores item data object(s),
item distribution route data for any number of item distri-
bution route(s), consumer information such as biograph-
ical information, address(es), and/or other information
utilized in item distribution processing, delivery, and/or
shipping,
[0059] The term "communications network" refers to
one or more computing devices forming enabling data
transmission between any two devices. In at least one
example context, a computing device is configured to
communicate over a communications network over a
wired connection (e.g., ethernet or the like) or over a wire-
less connection (e.g., Wi-Fi or the like). Non-limiting ex-
amples of a communications network include the Internet
or other public communication networks, and/or private
communication networks such as local networks.
[0060] The term "item verification" refers to automatic
and/or semi-automatic detection of whether an item
scanned for loading and/or unloading is proper for such
loading and/or unloading. In some embodiments, item
verification further includes generation and/or providing
of notification information upon determination of improp-
er loading and/or unloading of an item.

Example System of the Present Disclosure

[0061] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a specially
configured system within which example embodiments
of the present disclosure may operate. The system in-
cludes one or more computing devices communicable
with one another to enable automatic item searching and
verification. Specifically, the system includes an imaging
apparatus 102 and server 106. Optionally, in at least one
embodiment, the system includes a user device 104 in
communication with the imaging apparatus 102. It should
be appreciated that one or more devices, such as the
imaging apparatus 102 and/or user device 104, are lo-
cated in a user environment 108 separate from a remote
environment 110 associated with the server 106. In some
such embodiments, the one or more computing devices
located in the user environment 108 is configured to com-
municate with the server in the remote environment 110
over one or more communications networks, such as the
communications network 112. In some embodiments,
the imaging apparatus 102 is configured for directly com-
municating with the server 106. In other embodiments,
the imaging apparatus 102 is configured for directly com-
municating over a first communications network with the

user device 104 in the user environment 108, and the
user device 104 is configured for directly communicating
with the server 106 in the remote environment over a
second communications network 112.
[0062] In at least one embodiment, the imaging appa-
ratus 102 comprises a computing device configured for
capturing images of an environment and/or processing
the captured images for one or more image processing
tasks. In at least one example context, one such image
processing task includes visual indicia detection and de-
coding (e.g., barcode scanning). In this regard, the im-
aging apparatus 102 may be configured for processing
captured images to identify relevant items associated for
loading or unloading and/or cause rendering of user in-
terface elements indicating such relevant items, for ex-
ample in an augmented reality environment. In some em-
bodiments, the imaging apparatus 102 may directly com-
municate with the server 106, enabling a user to perform
all functions required for automatic item searching and
verification without communication through a secondary
user device.
[0063] In some embodiments, the imaging apparatus
102 includes at least one imager for capturing images. It
should be appreciated that in some embodiments, the
imaging apparatus 102 includes a plurality of imagers for
capturing images. For example in at least some embod-
iments, the imaging apparatus 102 includes at least a
first imager focused at a near field of view (e.g., a near-
field imager) and a second imager focused at a far field
of view (e.g., a far-field imager), such that clear images
are captured for each of the field of views at various rang-
es. It should be appreciated that the number of images
may be increased such that any of a myriad of ranges
are effectively covered. In some embodiments, the im-
aging apparatus 102 additionally includes one or more
illuminator for illuminating the field of view(s) to be cap-
tured. In some embodiments, a specially configured illu-
minator corresponds to each imager, such that the ap-
propriate illumination strength and/or pattern is produced
for capturing the field of view by the corresponding im-
ager. Alternatively or additionally, in some embodiments,
an illuminator is configured to provide illumination for cap-
ture by a plurality of imagers.
[0064] Optionally, in at least some implementations,
the imaging apparatus 102 functions in communication
with another user device, such as the user device 104.
In some embodiments, the user device 104 is embodied
by one or more mobile computing hardware devices con-
ventionally known in the art, such as a smartphone, per-
sonal digital assistant, personal computer (e.g., desktop
or laptop), or the like. In some such embodiments, the
user device 104 is specially configured for performing
various processing and/or communication functions as-
sociated with automatic item searching and verification.
In some such embodiments, for example, the user device
104 functions as the communication point between the
imaging apparatus 102 and server 106. In this regard,
the user device 104 may transmit and/or receive data
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over communications network 112, such as various re-
quest(s) to the server 106 for item data objects and/or
item distribution route data, or responses to such re-
quest(s). The user device 104 may, additionally or alter-
natively, receive the captured images from the imaging
apparatus 102 and process the captured images, and/or
render a user interface based on said processing to a
display for viewing by the user.
[0065] In some such embodiments, the user device
104 provides such functionality via a specially configured
computer-executable program application (or "app") ex-
ecuted via the user device 104. The app may leverage
functionality provided by the user device’s hardware,
firmware, and/or additional software such as the operat-
ing system. In this regard, for example, the user device
104 may utilize display hardware and corresponding soft-
ware and/or firmware functionality to render data to the
display. Additionally or alternatively, the user device 104
may use various communications hardware and corre-
sponding software and/or firmware functionality to com-
municate with the imaging apparatus 102 and/or server
106. In some such embodiments, the user device 104
communicates with the imaging apparatus 102 utilizing
one or more near-range communications implementa-
tions, such as Bluetooth or private network (e.g., WLAN)
communications. Alternatively, in some embodiments,
the user device 104 communicates with the imaging ap-
paratus 102 via the communications network 112 utilizing
communications methodologies suitable for communica-
tion over any range, such as via the Internet. It should
be appreciated that, in some embodiments, the app ex-
ecuted via the user device 104 may leverage various
functionality provided by the operating system of the user
device 104, for example to access and control display
hardware of the user device 104 and/or communications
hardware of the user device 104.
[0066] The server 106 is embodied by any number of
computing devices configured for data storage and
processing. In some embodiments, the server 106 is em-
bodied by one or more physical server devices, virtual
server devices, and/or "cloud" servers that may be re-
motely located from one another. In at least one example
context, the server 106 is embodied by computing hard-
ware and/or software configured for storage, retrieval,
and maintenance of data utilized in item searching and
verification. For example, in some embodiments the serv-
er 106 is configured to maintain an item data object for
each item to be distributed, and/or item distribution route
data for any number of item distribution routes. In this
regard, the server 106 may embody and/or include any
number of databases embodied in physical, virtual,
and/or cloud devices. In some embodiments, the server
106 provides and/or is otherwise communicable with via
one or more application programming interface(s). The
application programing interface(s) may provide various
functionality for data retrieval and/or processing from the
server 106. For example, the imaging apparatus 102 may
communicate with the server 106 (directly or indirectly

through the user device 104) by transmitting various spe-
cifically configured API requests over the communica-
tions network 112, and receiving data in response to such
API requests.

Example Apparatuses of the Disclosure

[0067] The apparatuses, computer-implemented
methods, systems, and computer program products of
the present disclosure may be embodied by any of a va-
riety of devices. For example, a method, apparatus, sys-
tem, and computer program product of an example em-
bodiment may be embodied by a fixed computing device,
such as a personal computer, computing server, com-
puting workstation, or a combination thereof. Further, an
example embodiment may be embodied by any of a va-
riety of mobile scanning devices (e.g., barcode or other
scanners), mobile terminals, mobile telephones, smart-
phones, laptop computers, tablet computers, or any com-
bination of the aforementioned devices.
[0068] In at least one example embodiment, the imag-
ing apparatus 102 is embodied by one or more computing
devices, such as the apparatus 200 as shown and de-
scribed in FIG. 2. The apparatus 200 may include various
components, such as one or more imager(s) 202, illumi-
nator(s) 204, processor 206, activator component 208,
memory 210, input/output module 212, and communica-
tions module 214. In some embodiments, one or more
components are entirely optional (e.g., an aimer illumi-
nator, additional imager(s), and/or additional illumina-
tor(s)), and/or one or more components may be embod-
ied in part or entirely by another component and/or sys-
tem associated with the apparatus 200 (e.g., the item
processing module combined in whole or in part with the
processor 206).
[0069] Although the components are described with re-
spect to functional limitations, it should be understood
that the particular implementations necessarily include
the use of particular hardware. It should also be under-
stood that certain of the components described herein
may include similar or common hardware. For example,
two modules may both leverage use of the same proc-
essor, network interface, storage medium, or the like to
perform their associated functions, such that duplicate
hardware is not required for each module. The use of the
term "module" and/or the term "circuitry" as used herein
with respect to components of the apparatus 200 should
therefore be understood to include particular hardware
configured to perform the functions associated with the
particular module as described herein.
[0070] Additionally or alternatively, the terms "module"
and "circuitry" should be understood broadly to include
hardware and, in some embodiments, software and/or
firmware for configuring the hardware. For example, in
some embodiments, "module" and "circuitry" may include
processing circuitry, storage media, network interfaces,
input/output devices, and the like. In some embodiments,
other elements of the apparatus 200 may provide or sup-
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plement the functionality of the particular module. For
example, the processor 206 may provide processing
functionality, the memory 210 may provide storage func-
tionality, the communications module 214 may provide
network interface functionality, and the like, to one or
more of the other modules.
[0071] Imager(s) 202 may include any number of im-
agers, each capable of capturing a particular field of view.
Each imager may include a myriad of subcomponents,
such as image capture optics (e.g., one or more lenses
and lens housings, and/or corresponding support ele-
ments) and an image sensor configured to capture data
representing light incident with the image sensor. In this
regard, each imager may define a particular capturable
field of view, such that exposing and readout of the image
sensor produces a captured image representing the field
of view defined by the imager. It should be appreciated
that the construction and arrangement of the image cap-
ture optics and/or image sensor of each imager defines
the range at which the field of view is best in focus. The
imager(s) 202 may be activated and/or otherwise con-
trolled independently (e.g., each including separate ac-
tivation means),, or in conjunction with one or more other
components of the apparatus 200, such as by the proc-
essor 206 specially configured for controlling such imag-
er(s) 202 in a desired activation sequence.
[0072] Illuminator(s) 204 may include any number of
illuminators, each capable of producing an illumination
at a desired intensity and/or illumination pattern. Each
illuminator may include a myriad of subcomponents, such
as illumination projection optics (e.g., one or more lenses
and/or lens housings, and/or corresponding support el-
ements) specially designed to produce desired illumina-
tion patterns from produced light, and an illumination
source configured to produce the light for projecting
through the illumination projection optics. In this regard,
each illuminator may produce an illumination specially
designed to illuminate a corresponding field of view with
a desired illumination intensity and pattern. The illumina-
tor(s) 204 may be activated and/or otherwise controlled
independently (e.g., each including separate activation
means), or in conjunction with one or more other com-
ponents of the apparatus 200, such as by the processor
206 specially configured for controlling such illumina-
tor(s) 204 in a desired activation sequence.
[0073] Activator component 208 includes hardware,
software, firmware, and/or a combination thereof, for ac-
tivating one or more scanning processes. In this regard,
the activator component 208 may be configured to trigger
activation of one or more of the imager(s) 202 and/or
illuminator(s) 204, and/or for processing captured imag-
es resulting from such activation(s). In some embodi-
ments, the activator component 208 is configured to trig-
ger activation by transmitting one or more specially de-
signed signals to the processor 206 indicating such ac-
tivation (or similarly, deactivation). The activation sig-
nal(s) may further cause the processor 206 to transmit
activation signal(s) to the imager(s) 202 and/or illumina-

tor(s) 204 to initiate activation of such component(s). In
some embodiments, the activator component 208 in-
cludes one or more physical activation components, such
as an activation trigger or activation buttons, interactable
by the user for triggering activation and/or triggering ac-
tivation. Additionally or alternatively, the activator com-
ponent 208 may include software and/or firmware mod-
ules configured for detecting one or more events indicat-
ing activation of a scanning operation. Non-limiting ex-
ample events include detecting a lifting of the apparatus
200 to a scanning position, one or more particular ges-
tures performed using the apparatus 200, and/or the like.
[0074] In some embodiments, the processor 206
(and/or co-processor or any other processing circuitry
assisting or otherwise associated with the processor)
may be in communication with the memory 210 via a bus
for passing information among components of the appa-
ratus. The memory 210 may be non-transitory and may
include, for example, one or more volatile and/or nonvol-
atile memories. In other words, for example, the memory
may be an electronic storage device (e.g., a computer
readable storage medium). The memory 210 may be
configured to store information, data, content, applica-
tions, instructions, or the like, for enabling the apparatus
200 to carry out various functions in accordance with ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure.
[0075] The processor 206 may be embodied in any
one of a myriad of ways and may, for example, include
one or more processing devices configured to perform
independently. Additionally or alternatively, the proces-
sor 206 may include one or more processors configured
in tandem via a bus to enable independent execution of
instructions, pipelining, and/or multithreading. The use
of the terms "processor," "processing module," and
"processing circuitry" may be understood to include a
single-core processor, a multi-core processor, multiple
processors internal to the apparatus, other central
processing unit ("CPU"), microprocessor, integrated cir-
cuit, and/or remote or "cloud" processors.
[0076] In an example embodiment, the processor 206
may be configured to execute computer-coded instruc-
tions stored in the memory 210 or otherwise accessible
to the processor. Alternatively, or additionally, the proc-
essor 206 may be configured to execute hard-coded
functionality. As such, whether configured by hardware
or software means, or by a combination thereof, the proc-
essor 206 may represent an entity (e.g., physically em-
bodied in circuitry) capable of performing operations ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present disclosure while
configured accordingly. Alternatively, as another exam-
ple, when the processor is embodied as an executor of
software instructions, the instructions may specifically
configure the processor to perform the algorithms and/or
operations described herein when the instructions are
executed.
[0077] As one example context, the processor 206 may
be configured to provide automatic item searching and
verification functionality. For example, in at least one em-
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bodiment, the processor 206 is configured to receive an
indication of activation, for example from the activator
component 208, and/or activate the imager(s) 202 and/or
illuminator(s) 204. Additionally or alternatively, the proc-
essor 206 may readout captured images from the imag-
er(s) 202, and/or process such captured images for pur-
poses of automatic item searching and verification. For
example, in at least one embodiment the processor 206
is configured for identifying item representations and/or
item information representations in the captured images,
such as by performing one or more image processing
algorithms to identify information from an image informa-
tion representation and/or by detecting visual indicia rep-
resented in a captured image, decoding such detected
visual indicia, and/or identifying the relevant items based
on the decoded visual indicia. Additionally or alternatively
still, in some embodiments, the processor 206 is config-
ured for rendering one or more user interfaces, and/or
generating interface elements for rendering within one
or more user interfaces, such as by generating augment-
ed reality element(s) and/or visual notifications for ren-
dering. In some embodiments, the processor 206 per-
forms such functions alone or in conjunction with the in-
put/output module 212.
[0078] The communications module 214 may be any
means such as a device or circuitry embodied in either
hardware or a combination of hardware and software that
is configured to receive and/or transmit data from/to a
network and/or any other device, circuitry, or module in
communication with the apparatus 200. In this regard,
the communications module 214 may include, for exam-
ple, at least a network interface for enabling communi-
cations with a wired or wireless communications network.
For example, the communications module 214 may in-
clude one or more network interface cards, antennas,
buses, switches, routers, modems, and supporting hard-
ware and/or software, or any other device suitable for
enabling communications via a network. Additionally or
alternatively, the communication interface may include
the circuitry for interacting with the antenna(s) to cause
transmission of signals via the antenna(s) or to handle
receipt of signals received via the antenna(s).
[0079] The item processing module 216 includes hard-
ware, software, firmware, and/or a combination thereof,
configured to support automatic item searching and/or
verification. The item processing module 216 may utilize
processing circuitry, such as the processor 206, to per-
form one or more of such actions. In some embodiments,
the item processing module 216 includes hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, and/or a combination thereof, to retrieve
data, such as target item data set(s) and/or item distri-
bution route data, from a local storage and/or remote
server, for processing. Additionally or alternatively, the
item processing module 216 may include hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, and/or a combination thereof for activat-
ing the imager(s) 202 and/or the illuminator(s) 204, for
example for capturing an image set. Additionally or alter-
natively still, in some embodiments, the item processing

module 216 includes hardware, software, and/or
firmware configured for processing the captured images
to identify and/or process item representations and/or
corresponding item information representations, such as
by detecting visual indicia represented within the cap-
tured images and decoding such visual indicia to identify
scanned item data object(s), and/or by utilizing one or
more image processing algorithms to process item infor-
mation representation(s) (e.g., data on an item label).
Additionally or alternatively still, the item processing mod-
ule 216 in some embodiments includes hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, and/or a combination thereof configured
for identifying relevant items within the captured images,
generating interface elements (such as augmented real-
ity elements) associated with such items, and causing
rendering of one or more user interfaces including such
generated interface elements. For example, in at least
one example embodiment, the item processing module
216 is configured for maintaining an augmented reality
environment and causing rendering of augmented reality
interface elements to a user interface including the cap-
tured image(s) augmented based on the generated in-
terface element(s).
[0080] In some embodiments, the item processing
module 216 is configured to store to, and/or retrieve from,
one or more datastore(s) for storing, retrieving, and/or
maintaining storage of data objects, computer-coded in-
structions, and/or the like to enable functionality for au-
tomatic item searching and verification. In some embod-
iments, the item processing module 216 alone or in com-
bination with one or more other modules, such as the
input/output module 212, is configured to generate inter-
face elements and/or cause rendering of one or more
user interfaces associated such generated interface el-
ements and/or associated with retrieved, identified,
and/or otherwise processed data objects. It should be
appreciated that, in some embodiments, the item
processing module 216 may include a separate proces-
sor, specially configured field programmable gate array
(FPGA), or a specially configured application-specific in-
tegrated circuit (ASIC).
[0081] In some embodiments, one or more of the afore-
mentioned components is combined to form a single
module. The single combined module may be configured
to perform some or all of the functionality described above
with respect to the individual modules. For example, in
at least one embodiment, the item processing module
216 and the processor 206 may be embodied by a single
module, and/or one or more of the activator component
208 and processor 206 may be combined. Additionally
or alternatively, in some embodiments, one or more of
the modules described above may be configured to per-
form one or more of the actions described with respect
to one or more of the other modules.
[0082] In at least one example embodiment, the user
device 104 is embodied by one or more computing de-
vices, such as the apparatus 300 as shown and described
in FIG. 3. The apparatus 300 may include various com-

21 22 



EP 3 913 528 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ponents, such as one or processor 302, memory 304,
input/output module 306, communications module 308,
and item capture and processing module 310. In some
embodiments, one or more components may be embod-
ied in part or entirely by another component and/or sys-
tem associated with the apparatus 300.
[0083] Although the components are described with re-
spect to functional limitations, it should be understood
that the particular implementations necessarily include
the use of particular hardware. It should also be under-
stood that certain of the components described herein
may include similar or common hardware. For example,
two modules may both leverage use of the same proc-
essor, network interface, storage medium, or the like to
perform their associated functions, such that duplicate
hardware is not required for each module. The use of the
term "module" and/or the term "circuitry" as used herein
with respect to components of the apparatus 200 should
therefore be understood to include particular hardware
configured to perform the functions associated with the
particular module as described herein.
[0084] With respect to apparatus 300, components
302-308 perform functions like those of the similarly-
named components of apparatus 200. Accordingly, in
the interest of brevity, repeated disclosure in this respect
is omitted. These components provide various function-
ality for retrieval, transmission, processing, and/or dis-
play of data in various functionality provided by the ap-
paratus 300.
[0085] The item capture and processing module 310
includes hardware, software, firmware, and/or a combi-
nation thereof, configured to support automatic item
searching and/or verification in conjunction with an im-
aging apparatus, such as the imaging apparatus 102.
The item capture and processing module 310 may utilize
processing circuitry, such as the processor 302, to per-
form one or more of such actions. In some embodiments,
the item capture and processing module 310 includes
hardware, software, firmware, and/or a combination
thereof, to retrieve data, such as target item data set(s)
and/or item distribution route data, from a local storage
and/or remote server, for processing. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the item capture and processing module 310
may include hardware, software, firmware, and/or a com-
bination thereof for activating receiving, from an imaging
apparatus, one or more captured images for processing
together with the retrieved data. In some such embodi-
ments, the item capture and processing module 310 is
further configured to enable activation and/or control of
the imaging apparatus, such as the imaging apparatus
102. For example, in some embodiments, the item cap-
ture and processing module 310 is configured to receive
and/or otherwise retrieve captured images from an im-
aging apparatus, and process the captured images to
detect visual indicia represented within the captured im-
ages, and/or decode such visual indicia to identify
scanned item data object(s). Additionally or alternatively
still, the item capture and processing module 310 in some

embodiments includes hardware, software, firmware,
and/or a combination thereof configured for identifying
relevant items within the captured images, generating
interface elements (such as augmented reality ele-
ments), and causing rendering of one or more user in-
terfaces including such generated interface elements.
For example, in at least one example embodiment, the
item capture and processing module 310 is configured
for maintaining an augmented reality environment and
causing rendering of augmented reality interface ele-
ments to a user interface including the captured image(s)
augmented based on the generated interface element(s).
[0086] In some embodiments, the item capture and
processing module 310 is configured to store to, and/or
retrieve from, one or more datastore(s) for storing, re-
trieving, and/or maintaining storage of data objects, com-
puter-coded instructions, and/or the like to enable func-
tionality for automatic item searching and verification. In
some embodiments, the item capture and processing
module 310 alone or in combination with one or more
other modules, such as the input/output module 306, is
configured to generate interface elements and/or cause
rendering of one or more user interfaces associated such
generated interface elements and/or associated with re-
trieved, identified, and/or otherwise processed data ob-
jects. It should be appreciated that, in some embodi-
ments, the item capture and processing module 310 may
include a separate processor, specially configured field
programmable gate array (FPGA), or a specially config-
ured application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC).
[0087] In some embodiments, one or more of the afore-
mentioned components is combined to form a single
module. In at least some embodiments, the single com-
bined module may be configured to perform some or all
of the functionality item capture and processing module
310 and the processor 302. Additionally or alternatively,
in some embodiments, one or more of the modules de-
scribed above may be configured to perform one or more
of the actions described with respect to one or more of
the other modules.

Visualization of Example Context

[0088] FIG. 4 illustrates an example visualization of an
example context for item searching and verification at
multiple locations along an example item distribution
route, in accordance with at least one example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. Specifically, the visuali-
zation includes item searching and verification for a load-
ing operation at a first, hub location 402A, and item
searching and verification for several unloading opera-
tions at various delivery locations 402B, 402C and 402D
along an item distribution route. The functionality for item
searching and verification is performed via the apparatus
200, which may embody the imaging apparatus 102 as
described above with respect to FIG. 1.
[0089] Processing begins at hub location 402A, where
the user 406 is to perform a loading operation. Specifi-
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cally, the user is to load a set of items (such as packages)
from the unloaded item set 404 onto the delivery vehicle
408. The user 406 may be a delivery driver preparing for
delivering such items along a particular item distribution
route including one or more delivery points. In some em-
bodiments, the user 406 may utilize the apparatus 200,
for example embodying or otherwise integrated into the
user’s mobile device, to initiate an automatic item search-
ing and verification process associated with the loading
operation. In this regard, the user 406 may utilize the
apparatus 200 to capture and process images of the un-
loaded item set 404, such that relevant items (e.g., those
to be delivered along the item distribution route to be
performed by the user 406) may be efficiently and accu-
rately identified from the unloaded item set 404, and load-
ed onto the delivery vehicle 408.
[0090] The user 406 may engage the apparatus 200
to initiate a loading operation. In some embodiments, the
user 406 interacts with the apparatus 200 to select be-
tween a first, "loading" mode and a second, "unloading"
mode. In this regard, the user 406 may select the "load-
ing" mode to initiate a loading operation. In some other
embodiments, the user 406 may initiate the apparatus
200 for automatic item searching and verification, such
as by initiating an app on the apparatus 200, and the
apparatus 200 may automatically initiate a loading oper-
ation without specific selection by the user. In one such
example context, the apparatus 200 may retrieve the de-
vice location associated with the apparatus 200, for ex-
ample by utilizing location services functionality provided
by the apparatus 200, and determine the device location
is associated with a loading operation (e.g., by predeter-
mining the hub location 402A is associated with a loading
operation).
[0091] Upon initiating the loading operation, the appa-
ratus 200 may provide one or more interfaces to enable
the user 406 to select and/or input an item distribution
route to be performed. In some embodiments, the appa-
ratus 200 retrieves data representing predetermined
possible item distribution routes that the user may be
performing, and provides an interface to enable the user
406 to select an item distribution route from the retrieved
set of predetermined possible item distribution routes.
Upon receiving an indication of a selection by the user
406, the apparatus 200 may retrieve item distribution
route data for the selected item distribution route (e.g.,
from a local storage or through communication with a
remote server) if not retrieved at an earlier step (e.g.,
when retrieving possible item distribution routes for dis-
play a selection interface). Alternatively or additionally,
in at least some embodiments, the user 406 may input
item distribution route data for an item distribution route
to be performed, for example by inputting one or more
destination locations defining the item distribution route.
[0092] Upon retrieving item distribution route data rep-
resenting an item distribution route to be performed by
the user 406, the apparatus 200 in some embodiments
identifies a target item data set representing the items to

be loaded for distribution along the item distribution route.
In this regard, the target item data set may include some
or all data associated with the items that are to be se-
lected from the unloaded item set 404 for loading into the
delivery vehicle 408. In at least one example embodi-
ment, the target item data set includes one or more item
data objects, or a portion thereof such as an item data
object identifier, corresponding to the items that located
at the hub location 402A and are to be delivered along
the route represented by the item delivery route data.
[0093] The user 406 may subsequently utilize the ap-
paratus 200 to capture a set of one or more images for
processing. Specifically, the user 406 may aim the ap-
paratus 200 such that the captured images include data
representations of the unloaded item set 404. Each item
in the unloaded item set 404 may have an item label
affixed that includes information regarding the item, such
as delivery location information, delivery recipient infor-
mation, recipient contact information, and/or a visual in-
dicia (e.g., a barcode) encoding some or all information
associated with the item. Conventionally, the unloaded
item set 404 may be oriented such that the label for each
item is appropriately oriented generally in the same di-
rection (e.g., within 45 degrees from one another), such
that the captured images may each include data repre-
sentations of the item labels.
[0094] Such item labels may be processed to deter-
mine whether the item is a relevant item for distribution
along the selected item distribution route. For example,
a captured image may be processed to detect and de-
code visual indicia associated with each item represent-
ed within the captured image. In some embodiments, the
apparatus decodes detected visual indicia to identify a
scanned item data set, and identifies data in the scanned
item data set that corresponds to relevant items from an
earlier determined target item data set for the item dis-
tribution route data selected. In this regard, the apparatus
200 may determine whether each item in the scanned
item data set is in the target item data set by comparing
the two sets, and if an item is, the apparatus determines
the scanned item data object, associated visual indicia,
and thus associated item representation are all relevant.
Accordingly, in some embodiments, the apparatus 200
is configured to generate an interface element that ena-
bles visually distinguishes the relevant items in the un-
loaded data set, for example by causing rendering of an
augmented reality environment comprising the captured
image augmented by the generated augmented reality
elements. It should be appreciated that to maintain the
augmented reality environment and corresponding ren-
derings, the apparatus 200 may continue to capture a
plurality of captured images, and update the rendering
based on each subsequent captured image to include
newly generated and/or previously generated augment-
ed reality elements for relevant items as the user moves
the apparatus 200 for scanning. In some contexts, the
apparatus 200 may provide visual and/or auditory in-
structions to the user 406 requesting the user move the
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apparatus 200 in a desired motion (e.g., in a small circle)
to ensure the entire applicable field of view is captured
and/or to improve the likelihood of capturing at least one
image data object of sufficient clarity to enable detection
and/or decoding of visual indicia therein.
[0095] The user 406 may view the rendered user in-
terface comprising the augmented reality, and utilize it
to readily determine the items for loading in an efficient
and accurate manner. The user 406 may then load each
item onto the delivery vehicle 408, and in some embod-
iments subsequently scan the visual indicia of each item
to indicate the item is being loaded. In some such imple-
mentations, based on the subsequent scans, the appa-
ratus 200 may detect when the user has begun loading
an improper item (e.g., an item not to be delivered along
the selected item distribution route), and notify the user
via one or more rendered notifications. Additionally, if the
user fails to load one or more items earlier detected be-
fore the user 406 indicates beginning the route, or de-
tecting such an event, the apparatus 200 may detect that
a required item has not been loaded and similarly notify
the user via one or more rendered notifications. When
the user 406 has completed the loading operation (e.g.,
by loading all relevant items for the item distribution route
onto the delivery vehicle 408), the current loading oper-
ation is terminated.
[0096] In some embodiments, the apparatus 200 is
configured to determine relevant items missed during the
loading operation. For example, the apparatus 200 may
determine a relevant item set associated with the unload-
ed item set 404 through one or more captured images.
Subsequently, in a circumstance where the user 406
scans each item as it is loaded into the delivery vehicle
408, the apparatus 200 may identify one or more incorrect
actions that occur during the loading operation. For ex-
ample, in at least one example context, the apparatus
200 detects when an improper item is scanned indicating
loading. Additionally or alternatively, in at least one ex-
ample context, the apparatus 200 detects when the user
406 has begun the item distribution route or otherwise
indicated termination of the loading operation, for exam-
ple via user input, without loading all detected and/or oth-
erwise identified relevant items from the unloaded item
set 404. In this regard, should an improper item be de-
tected and/or a missed item be detected during loading,
the apparatus 200 may generate, provide, and/or render
one or more notifications to the user.
[0097] The user 406 may then begin the item distribu-
tion route, such as by travelling in the delivery vehicle
408 to the first location of the item distribution route, such
as the first location 402B. At the first location 402B, the
user 406 may initiate an unloading operation via the ap-
paratus 200. In this regard, the user 406 may utilize the
apparatus 200 to capture images of the loaded item set
410A (including the relevant items loaded at the hub lo-
cation 402A) and process such captured images to iden-
tify items to be unloaded at the first location 402B. In
some embodiments, the apparatus 200 generates aug-

mented reality elements for the relevant items detected
in the captured images, and causes rendering of a user
interface based on an augmented reality environment,
such as including the captured images together with the
generated augmented reality elements for the relevant
items such that the user 406 may utilize the user interface
to identify such items. As illustrated, for example, the
user 406 may identify the relevant item set 412A and
unload it from the loaded item set 410A for delivery at
the first location. It should be appreciated that any portion
of the loaded item set 410A may be appropriate for un-
loading at a certain location, and in some contexts (such
as where an item distribution route includes only one lo-
cation).
[0098] In some such embodiments, the user utilizes
the apparatus 200 to initiate an unloading mode, such
as by selecting the unloading mode via an application
executed on the apparatus 200. Alternatively or addition-
ally, in some embodiments, the apparatus 200 is config-
ured to identify a device location for the apparatus 200,
and automatically determine that the device location is
along an item distribution route to automatically initiate
an unloading mode. The apparatus 200 retrieves, either
from a local storage or remote server, a target item data
set associated with item distribution route data where the
target item data set comprises item data objects for items
to be unloaded at the current location 402B (e.g., the first
location). In this regard, in some embodiments, the ap-
paratus 200 retrieves item distribution route data for all
items to be unloaded along the route, and utilizes the
current identified device location to retrieve the target
item data set for those items to be unloaded at the current
device location. In some embodiments where the device
location is not identified during initiation of the unloading
mode, the apparatus 200 identifies the device location
during retrieval of the target item data set.
[0099] The user 406 may subsequently utilize the ap-
paratus 200 to capture the set of one or more images for
processing. Specifically, the user 406 may aim the ap-
paratus 200 such that the captured images include data
representations of the loaded item set 410A on the de-
livery vehicle 408. Each item again includes the item label
affixed thereto, and may be oriented such that the item
label is visible from the perspective of the user 406 un-
loading the items. It should be appreciated that only a
portion of the loaded item set 410A may be visible at one
or more location(s), such as where the items to be dis-
tributed later in the route are located further back in the
delivery vehicle 408 and the items to be distributed earlier
in the route are located closer to the opening of the de-
livery vehicle 408 for unloading by the user 406.
[0100] Such item labels may again be processed to
determine whether each item is a relevant item for un-
loading at the current location along the item distribution
route. For example, a captured image may be processed
to detect and decode visual indicia associated with each
item represented within the captured image. In some em-
bodiments, the apparatus 200 decodes detected visual
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indicia to identify a scanned item data set, and identifies
data in the scanned item data set that corresponds to
relevant items from an earlier determined target item data
set associated with at least a portion of the item distribu-
tion route data (e.g., those associated with the current
location along the route). In this regard, the apparatus
200 may determine whether each item in the scanned
item data set is in the target item data set by comparing
the two sets, and if an item is relevant, the apparatus
determines the scanned item data object, associated vis-
ual indicia, and thus associated item representation are
all relevant. Accordingly, in some embodiments, the ap-
paratus 200 is configured to generate an interface ele-
ment that visually distinguishes the relevant items in the
loaded item set 41 0A, for example by causing rendering
of an augmented reality environment comprising the cap-
tured image augmented by the generated augmented
reality elements for such relevant items. It should be ap-
preciated that to maintain the augmented reality environ-
ment and corresponding renderings, the apparatus 200
may continue to capture a plurality of captured images,
and update the rendering based on each subsequent
captured image to include newly generated and/or pre-
viously generated augmented reality elements for rele-
vant items as the user moves the apparatus 200 for scan-
ning. In some contexts, the apparatus 200 may provide
visual and/or auditory instructions to the user 406 re-
questing the user move the apparatus 200 in a desired
motion (e.g., in a small circle) to ensure the entire appli-
cable field of view is captured and/or to improve the like-
lihood of capturing at least one image data object of suf-
ficient clarity to enable detection and/or decoding of vis-
ual indicia therein.
[0101] The user 406 may view the rendered user in-
terface comprising the augmented reality, and utilize it
to readily determine the items for unloading in an efficient
and accurate manner. The user 406 may then load each
item onto the delivery vehicle 408, and in some embod-
iments subsequently scan the visual indicia of each item
to indicate the item is being unloaded. In some such im-
plementations, based on the subsequent scans, the ap-
paratus 200 may detect when the user has begun un-
loading an improper item (e.g., an item to be delivered
at another location along the current item distribution
route), and notify the user via one or more rendered no-
tifications. Additionally, if the user fails to unload one or
more items identified in the target item data set before
the user 406 indicates continuing of the route, or the ap-
paratus 200 detecting such an event, the apparatus 200
may detect that a relevant item has not been unloaded
and similarly notify the user via one or more rendered
notifications. When the user 406 has completed the un-
loading operation (e.g., by unloading all relevant items
for the current first location 402B), the user 406 may pro-
ceed to the next location in the item distribution route,
such as the second location 402C.
[0102] The user 406 may initiate subsequent unload-
ing operations for each remaining location along the item

distribution route. For example, as illustrated, the user
406 may repeat the above-described operations with re-
spect to the first location 402B to complete an unloading
operation at the second location 402C. As illustrated, the
user 406 utilizes the apparatus 200 to identify the relevant
items from the remaining loaded item set 410B, for ex-
ample by capturing images and causing rendering of a
corresponding augmented reality environment that visu-
ally distinguishes the relevant items, and unload the rel-
evant item set 412B from the remaining loaded item set
410B at the second location 402C. In this regard, in some
such embodiments, the apparatus 200 is configured to
identify the device location in real-time, and retrieve an
updated target item data set for a new location along an
item delivery route. For example, as illustrated, the user
may repeat the above-described operations with respect
to the first location 402B and second location 402C to
complete an unloading operation at the third location
402D. As illustrated, the user 406 utilizes the apparatus
200 to identify the relevant items from the remaining load-
ed item set 410C, for example by capturing images of
the remaining loaded item set 410C and causing render-
ing of a corresponding augmented reality environment
that visually distinguishes the relevant items, and unload
the relevant item set 412C from the remaining loaded
item set 410C at the third location 402D. In one example
context, such as where the third location 402D represents
the final stop along the item distribution route, no items
may remain in the delivery vehicle 408 after unloading
the relevant item set 412C at the third location 402D. The
user 406 may then return to the hub location 402A via
the delivery vehicle 408.
[0103] In some embodiments, the apparatus 200 is ad-
ditionally or alternatively configured to identify items that
the user 406 has missed unloading. For example, the
user 406 may unload one or more item(s) at the first lo-
cation 402B after terminating use of the apparatus 200,
such that the apparatus 200 is not aware that the user
406 failed to unload that is relevant for unloading at the
first location 402B. In some such embodiments, the ap-
paratus 200 may identify the missed item during a sub-
sequent unloading operation (e.g., at the second location
402C), for example by decoding the visual indicia on the
item label to identify a scanned item data object repre-
senting the item data object for the item and determining
the item data object is associated with the earlier first
location 402B. In such circumstances, the apparatus 200
may generate one or more notifications for rendering to
a user interface to notify the user of the missed item.
Additionally or alternatively, in some embodiments, the
apparatus 200 may generate one or more interface ele-
ments, such as an alternative reality interface element,
and cause rendering of a user interface including such
interface elements to visually distinguish the represen-
tation of the missed item from the other items of the re-
maining loaded item set.
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Example Images and Image Augmentations of the 
Present Disclosure

[0104] FIG. 5 illustrates an example captured image
for processing, in accordance with at least one example
embodiment of the present disclosure. Specifically, the
captured image may be processed for purposes of iden-
tifying relevant items for unloading and/or loading. The
captured image 500 may be captured via an imaging ap-
paratus embodied by the apparatus 200, for example us-
ing at least one imager of the apparatus 200. The cap-
tured image 500 may be one of a plurality of captured
images in a captured image set, for example an image
set captured in real-time to maintain an augmented reality
environment.
[0105] The captured image 500 comprises a plurality
of item representations 502A-502C. Each of the item rep-
resentations 502A-502C corresponds to an item that may
be selected for loading or unloading. As illustrated, each
of the items includes an item label that includes various
information associated with the item (e.g., a recipient
name, delivery location, contact information, and a visual
indicia), and item label representations 504A-504C are
captured in the captured image 500. The visual indicia
506A-506C may encode various data associated with
each item, for example all properties of an item data ob-
ject representing the item or a portion thereof utilized to
determine whether the item is relevant, such as at least
an identifier corresponding to the item and/or a delivery
location for the item.
[0106] The captured image 500 may be processed to
decode each visual indicia represented in the captured
image 500, and identify whether the scanned item data
object decoded therefrom indicates the visual indicia and
item representation correspond to a relevant item for
loading or unloading at a current location. For example,
the scanned item data object decoded from each visual
indicia may be compared to a target item data retrieved
from a local storage or remote server. Alternatively or
additionally, the scanned item data object may be trans-
mitted to a remote server, for example via one or more
APIs, alone or together with an identified device location
to determine whether the data corresponds to a relevant
item for loading or unloading at the current location.
[0107] In some embodiments, additional or alternative
processing is performed in circumstances where the ap-
paratus fails to detect or decode a visual indicia. For ex-
ample, in at least one example embodiment, the appa-
ratus 200 is configured to perform image processing to
process the text located on the item labels 504A-504C,
and identifies the scanned item data object based on
such image processing. In at least one example embod-
iment, the apparatus 200 is configured to perform optical
character recognition ("OCR") to extract individual text
values and/or generate the scanned item data object cor-
responding to the item representation based on text
parsed from the representation of the item label. In this
regard, item data such as an item identifier, a delivery

destination, a recipient information, and/or the like may
be identified without processing the visual indicia specif-
ically.
[0108] In a circumstance where a scanned item data
object indicates that the corresponding visual indicia and
item representation is associated with a relevant item,
the apparatus may generate an interface element visually
distinguishing the item representation for the relevant
item and cause rendering of the interface elements. For
example, in some embodiments, the apparatus 200
maintains an augmented reality environment, such that
each of the item representations and/or visual indicia rep-
resented in the captured image corresponds to an item
position. The apparatus 200 may, in some such embod-
iments, cause rendering of the captured image augment-
ed based on the generated augmented reality elements,
such that the user of the apparatus 200 may utilize the
user interface comprising the augmented reality to effi-
ciently and accurately identify the relevant items. An ex-
ample user interface rendered in a loading mode based
on a captured image and augmented reality interface el-
ements is illustrated and described with respect to FIG.
6. An example user interface rendered in an unloading
mode based on a captured image and augmented reality
interface elements is illustrated and described with re-
spect to FIG. 7.
[0109] FIG. 6 illustrates an example user interface in-
cluding a rendering of an augmented reality environment
including augmented reality elements for a loading op-
eration, in accordance with at least one example embod-
iments of the present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 6 il-
lustrates example user interface 600 comprising a cap-
tured image further comprising item representations
602A-602C. The user interface may be rendered when
the imaging apparatus, for example the apparatus 200,
is set in a loading mode automatically or by a user. As
illustrated, the captured image is augmented based on
augmented reality elements 604A-604C. Each of the
augmented reality elements 604A-604C is associated
with an item representation of the item representations
602A-602C, for example to indicate that the item should
be selected for loading into a delivery vehicle. As illus-
trated, the augmented reality elements 604A-604C each
indicate a position in the delivery vehicle to which the
item should be loaded. For example, the augmented re-
ality element 604A indicates the corresponding item rep-
resented by the item representation 602A should be load-
ed into the front of the delivery vehicle, the augmented
reality element 604B indicates the corresponding item
represented by item representation 602B should be load-
ed in the back of the delivery vehicle, and the augmented
reality element 604C indicates the corresponding item
represented by item representation 602C should be load-
ed into the middle of the delivery vehicle. In some em-
bodiments, the apparatus 200 utilizes the item informa-
tion scanned from the item label to generate the appro-
priate augmented reality element. For example, in an ex-
ample context, the apparatus 200 may identify the deliv-
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ery location associated with the item representation 602A
(e.g., by decoding the visual indicia and/or label) is as-
sociated with a first delivery location of a selected item
distribution route, and thus generate an augmented re-
ality element specifying a "front" placement for the item.
Similarly, the apparatus 200 may identify a delivery lo-
cation and/or stop number associated with the item rep-
resentation 602B that is a final stop of an item distribution
route, and thus generate an augmented reality element
specifying a "back" placement for the item. Similarly still,
the apparatus 200 may identify a delivery location and/or
stop number associated with the item representation
602C that is between the first and last delivery locations
of a selected item distribution route, and thus generate
an augmented reality element specifying a "middle"
placement for the item. In other embodiments, the aug-
mented reality elements are color-coded based on posi-
tion recommendation, indicate a recommended numeri-
cal order for loading, include the delivery location for each
item, and/or include additional information for viewing by
the user. In yet other embodiments, the augmented re-
ality element includes other information useful for loading
the item into a delivery vehicle. For example, in a circum-
stance where the item data object includes or is associ-
ated with a rack location corresponding to a position on
a rack within a delivery vehicle to which the item is to be
loaded.
[0110] In some embodiments, each of the augmented
reality elements 604A-604C is positioned within an aug-
mented reality environment based on an item position
corresponding to the item representation 602A-602C,
item label associated therewith, and/or data included on
the item label (e.g., a position associated with the visual
indicia to be decoded). In some embodiments, for exam-
ple, the apparatus 200 may determine an item position
corresponding to a determined center point for an item
in the augmented reality environment. Alternative or ad-
ditionally, in some embodiments, the apparatus 200 de-
termines an item position corresponding to the position
of the item label or visual indicia associated with an item.
In this regard, in some embodiments, the apparatus 200
renders the augmented reality element generated for an
item based on the item position, such as at the item po-
sition or based on a defined offset from the item position.
In this manner, the augmented reality element is posi-
tioned so that the user may associate the augmented
reality element with the item to which that augmented
reality element corresponds.
[0111] FIG. 7 illustrates an example user interface in-
cluding a rendering of an augmented reality environment
including at least one augmented reality element for an
unloading operation, in accordance with at least one ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure. Specifi-
cally, FIG. 7 illustrates example user interface 700 com-
prising a captured image further comprising item repre-
sentations 702A and 702B. The user interface may be
rendered when the imaging apparatus, for example the
apparatus 200, is set to an unloading mode automatically

or by a user. As illustrated, the captured image is aug-
mented based on augmented reality elements 704A and
704B. Each of the augmented reality elements 704A and
704B is associated with an item representation of the
item representations 702A and 702B, for example to in-
dicate that the item should be selected for unloading at
the current location. As illustrated, the augmented reality
elements 704A and 704B each indicate that the item cor-
responding to the associated item representation 702A
or 702B are relevant for unloading at the current location.
For example, as indicated, each of the augmented reality
elements 704A and 704B indicate that the corresponding
item represented by the item representations 702A and
702B should be "picked" for unloading at the current lo-
cation. In some embodiments, the apparatus 200 utilizes
the item information canned from the item label to gen-
erate the appropriate augmented reality element(s). For
example, in an example context, the apparatus 200 may
identify the current device location matches a delivery
location identified from the item label (e.g., via an iden-
tified scanned item data object), and thus generate aug-
mented reality elements for each of those items. In other
embodiments, one or more of the augmented reality el-
ements is generated including at least a portion of the
item data object, such as a portion of the delivery location
information (e.g., an apartment number, floor number, or
other sub-address in the context of distribution to a multi-
story building, multiple buildings, and/or the like), recip-
ient information, and/or the like that may be useful to the
user during unloading.
[0112] In some embodiments, each of the augmented
reality elements 704A and 704B is positioned within the
augmented reality environment similarly based on item
positions corresponding to each of the item representa-
tions 702A and 702B, item labels associated therewith,
and/or data included on the item label (e.g., a position
associated with the visual indicia on the item label). The
apparatus 200 renders the augmented reality element
generated for an item based on the determined item po-
sition, such as at the item position, such as to locate the
augmented reality element at the item position or based
on a defined offset from the item position. In this manner,
the augmented reality element is positioned so that the
user may associated the augmented reality element with
the item to which the augmented reality element corre-
sponds.

Example Processes of the Present Disclosure

[0113] Having described example systems, appara-
tuses, and contexts with visualizations associated with
embodiments for example automatic item searching and
verification, example flowcharts including various oper-
ations performed in processes in accordance with the
present disclosure will now be discussed. One or more
of the described processes may be performed by the
above-described systems and/or apparatuses, such as
the apparatuses 200 and/or 300. It should be appreciated
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that each of the flowcharts depicts an example computer-
implemented process that may be performed by one or
more of the above described apparatuses, systems,
and/or devices, for example using one or more of the
components described herein. The blocks of each proc-
ess may be arranged in any of a number of ways, as
depicted and described herein or otherwise that enables
the data processing described. In some such embodi-
ments, one or more blocks of a first process may occur
in-between one or more blocks, or otherwise operate as
a sub-process, of a second process. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the process may include some or all of the
steps described and/or depicted, including one or more
optional blocks in some embodiments. In regards to the
below described flowcharts, one or more of the depicted
blocks may be optional in some, or all, embodiments of
the present disclosure. Optional blocks are depicted with
broken (or "dashed") lines. Similarly, it should be appre-
ciated that one or more of the operations of each flow-
charts may be combinable, replaceable, and/or other-
wise altered as described herein.
[0114] FIG. 8 illustrates a flowchart including example
operations of an example process 800 for automatic item
searching and verification, in accordance with at least
one example embodiment of the present disclosure. In
this regard, the example process 800 may be performed
by one or more specially configured apparatuses, such
as an imaging apparatus embodied by the apparatus 200
and/or a user device embodied by the apparatus 300. In
some embodiments, the specially configured apparatus
include and/or otherwise is in communication with one
or more other apparatuses, systems, devices, and/or the
like, to enable performance of one or more of the oper-
ations as depicted and described. For example, the ap-
paratus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may be in communi-
cation with one or more remote server(s), and/or the ap-
paratus may communicate with an imaging apparatus or
user device to facilitate one or more image capture op-
erations and/or image processing operations.
[0115] As illustrated, the example process 800 begins
at optional block 802. In some embodiments, the exam-
ple process begins in response to one or more user ac-
tions indicating initiation of a loading and/or unloading
process. For example, in at least one example embodi-
ment, the process 800 begins in response to user inter-
action with an activator component of an apparatus, for
example to indicate the user desires to begin item scan-
ning operations.
[0116] At block 802, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify a device location. The device location
represents the current location where the apparatus is
located. In some embodiments, the device location is
identified using locations services circuitry and/or func-
tionality to identify a current geolocation of the apparatus,
the methodologies including, without limitation, GPS lo-
cation services, cell tower-based location services, wire-
less network-based location services, other triangula-

tion-based location services, and/or the like. In at least
one example embodiment, the device location is identi-
fied based on a manual input provided by a user of the
apparatus. For example, in some embodiments, the de-
vice location is identified from an address input by the
user, and/or selected from various locations represented
within item distribution route data embodying an item dis-
tribution route.
[0117] At block 804, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to retrieve a target item data set associated with
item distribution route data. The item distribution route
data may correspond to an item distribution route to be
performed by a user of the apparatus. In this regard, the
item distribution route data may be selected by user, for
example from a predetermined list of possible item dis-
tribution routes each corresponding to item distribution
route data representing the route. In this regard, the item
distribution route data may include or identify a set of
destination locations representing the route, and/or may
include or identify an item data object set including item
data objects for items to be delivered at each location.
Accordingly, when the apparatus is in a loading mode for
a loading operation, the target item data set may be iden-
tified such that all items to be delivered at locations rep-
resented in the item distribution route data are represent-
ed by item data object(s) in the target item data set. In
some embodiments, the device location is utilized to de-
termine relevant item data objects for particular item dis-
tribution route data to be loaded at the current location.
Such data may be identified from a remote server, for
example where the remote server is configured to store
current locations associated with various item data ob-
jects for distribution.
[0118] In a circumstance where the apparatus is in an
unloading mode for an unloading operation, the target
item data set may be identified such that all items to be
delivered at a current location (e.g., the identified device
location at block 802) are represented by item data ob-
ject(s) in the target item data set. In some embodiments,
the user selects an operational mode (e.g., a loading
mode or an unloading mode) via the apparatus after in-
itiation. In other embodiments, the user initiates the ap-
paratus in one of the operational modes (e.g., utilizing
launch parameters and/or by initiating one of a plurality
of applications each associated with a particular opera-
tional mode).
[0119] In some embodiments, the target item data set
and/or item distribution route data are retrieved from a
local storage of the apparatus. In other embodiments,
the target item data set and/or item distribution route data
are retrieved from a remote device, such as a remote
server. The remote server embody a cloud server and/or
other remote accessible computer associated with an en-
tity performing the item distribution. In some embodi-
ments, the apparatus is configured to directly access the
data stored by the remote server. In other embodiments,
the apparatus is configured to access the data stored by
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the remote server via use of one or more APIs. For ex-
ample, the remote server may provide the API for pur-
poses of accessing information stored by the remote
server and/or performing one or more processing and/or
pre-processing operations associated with such data.
[0120] At block 806, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to receive a captured image comprising an item
representation set and an item information representa-
tion set associated with the item representation set. In
some such embodiments, each item representation of
the item representation set is associated with an item
position in an augmented reality environment. The ap-
paratus may maintain the augmented reality environment
such that objects within the captured image(s) are asso-
ciated with such positions based on a setup stage of the
augmented reality environment. In some embodiments,
the apparatus is configured to receive the captured image
from an associated imaging apparatus, for example via
one or more wireless and/or wired networks enabling
communication between the apparatus and a corre-
sponding imaging apparatus. Alternatively or additional-
ly, in some embodiments, the apparatus is configured to
capture, using an imaging apparatus, a captured image
comprising an item representation set and an item infor-
mation representation set associated with the item rep-
resentation set. In some such embodiments, the imaging
apparatus is embodied by a subcomponent, engine,
and/or the like, of the apparatus, as described herein.
The imaging apparatus may be a single imager imaging
apparatus, a dual-imager imaging apparatus (a near-far
imaging apparatus, for example), a multi-imager imaging
apparatus, and/or the like. As used herein, to "capture"
should be understood to include directly triggering and/or
otherwise activating an imaging apparatus to produce
the image data object, and includes indirectly receiving
such image data object through communication with an
imaging apparatus (e.g., an imaging apparatus external
to the apparatus that processes the image data objects).
[0121] In some embodiments, the captured image is
one of a captured image set captured by the apparatus.
For example, in at least one embodiment, the apparatus
utilizes one or a plurality of imagers to capture the image
and/or captured image set, such as at least a near imager
and a far imager, to determine the image including one
or more representations best in focus for further process-
ing. In some embodiments, the apparatus receives the
captured image or a captured image set from a separate
device such as an imaging apparatus. In some such em-
bodiments, the apparatus does not capture or otherwise
cause capture of the captured image data object or cap-
tured image set, and may receive the captured image(s)
based on action initiated via the imaging apparatus. It
some example embodiments, subsequent capture oper-
ations are performed by a myriad of imaging apparatus-
es, such that a single apparatus need not perform all
capture operations. In some embodiments, a single ap-
paratus performs all capture operations described here-

in.
[0122] In some embodiments, the apparatus is config-
ured to detect each item representation, the associated
item representation, and/or one or more sub-elements
of the item information representation, from the captured
image. In some embodiments, for example where the
item information representation comprises an item label
representation, the apparatus may detect the item label
and/or specific text elements thereon, such as an iden-
tifier and/or delivery location thereon, and utilize OCR or
other image processing methodologies to identify such
image data for further processing. In other embodiments,
for example where the item information representation
embodies a visual indicia, the apparatus is configured to
detect the visual indicia (such as on the item label) for
further processing by decoding the visual indicia. In this
regard, the captured image may include an item repre-
sentation and/or item information representation for each
item within the field of view of the imaging apparatus dur-
ing the capture operation.
[0123] The augmented reality environment is main-
tained by the apparatus for purposes of enabling render-
ing of augmented reality elements together with captured
images, such that resulting user interfaces may be pro-
vided representing the augmented reality for viewing by
the user. In some embodiments, the apparatus config-
ures the augmented reality environment at an earlier step
(e.g., upon initialization of the apparatus and/or launch
of a corresponding app). The apparatus may process the
captured image to identify item positions associated with
the various representations for purposes of positioning
augmented reality elements within the augmented reality
environment, for example for purposes of positioning in-
formation to be rendered on top of or otherwise in a po-
sition associated with a particular item representation.
[0124] In some embodiments, the apparatus receives
at least the captured image from the imaging apparatus.
For example, the apparatus may receive the captured
image over one or more communications networks (e.g.,
over a Bluetooth connection, wireless LAN or Internet
connection, and/or the like). In some such embodiments,
the imaging apparatus may be configured merely for im-
age capture, and the apparatus separate from the imag-
ing apparatus configured for processing such images. In
this regard, the imaging apparatus may be constructed
with minimal processing hardware relative to the
processing apparatus. In other embodiments, the imag-
ing apparatus is configured for both capture and process-
ing, and in this regard may perform all operations of the
process 800 via the single apparatus.
[0125] At block 808, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify, from an item information represen-
tation of the item information representation set, a
scanned item data object corresponding to the item rep-
resentation associated with the item information repre-
sentation. In some embodiments, the apparatus proc-
esses item information representations in a predefined
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order, such as top to bottom, biggest representation in
the image to smallest, or the like. In some embodiments,
the apparatus is configured to extract text elements from
the item information representation, for example using
OCR or other image processing methodologies, to iden-
tify the scanned item data object from data rendered on
an item label. Alternatively or additionally, in some em-
bodiments, the apparatus extracts an item data object
identifier from the item information representation and
utilizes the item data object identifier to identify the
scanned item data object, for example by requesting the
scanned item data object corresponding to the item data
object identifier and receiving the scanned item data ob-
ject in response to the request.
[0126] Alternatively or additionally, in at least some
embodiments, the item information representation em-
bodies or includes a visual indicia, and the apparatus is
configured to decode the visual indicia to identify the
scanned item data object. For example, in some embod-
iments, the visual indicia encodes the scanned item data
object embodying some or all of the item data object for
the item corresponding to the item information represen-
tation. The visual indicia may encode, in some embodi-
ments, an item data object identifier, a delivery location,
delivery recipient, and/or the like. In this regard, in some
embodiments, the apparatus decodes the visual indicia
to identify the scanned item data object directly. Addi-
tionally or alternatively in some embodiments, the appa-
ratus decodes the visual indicia to identify an item data
object identifier that may be used to identify the scanned
item data object embodying the item data object corre-
sponding to the visual indicia, such as by utilizing the
item data object identifier to retrieve the scanned item
data object from a local datastore and/or remote server.
[0127] In some embodiments, the scanned item data
object represents item data objects for unloaded and/or
loaded items. For example, in an unloading mode, the
scanned item data objects may correspond to an item
set currently loaded on a delivery vehicle (e.g., a loaded
item set). In a loading mode, the scanned item data ob-
jects may correspond to, and be processed by the appa-
ratus as, an item set to be loaded onto a delivery vehicle
(e.g., an unloaded item set). In this regard, in at least one
example embodiment, the apparatus is configured to
process the target item data set, and/or otherwise gen-
erate appropriate data such as augmented reality ele-
ments, based on whether the whether the apparatus is
in a loading mode or unloading mode.
[0128] At block 810, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to determine that the scanned item data object
comprises a relevant item data object based on at least
the target item data set associated with the item distri-
bution route data, wherein the relevant item data object
corresponds to the item representation. In some embod-
iments, while in a loading mode, the apparatus is config-
ured to determine the scanned item data object compris-
es a relevant item data object by determining the scanned

item data object corresponds to an item data object in
the target item data set. In this regard, the apparatus may
determine that the scanned item data object is relevant
by comparing an item data object identifier from the
scanned item data object with the identifiers for the item
data objects in the target item data object set. Alterna-
tively or additionally, in some embodiments, the appara-
tus may determine whether the scanned item data object
embodies or indicates a delivery location that is repre-
sented in selected item distribution route data. In some
embodiments, while in an unloading mode, the apparatus
is configured to determine that the scanned item data
object comprises a relevant item data object by deter-
mining the scanned item data object corresponds to an
item data object in the target item data set associated
with the device location. For example, the apparatus may
determine that the scanned item data object is relevant
by comparing an item data object identifier from the
scanned item data object with the identifiers for the item
data objects in the target item data set associated with
the device location. Alternatively or additionally, in some
embodiments, the apparatus may determine whether the
scanned item data object embodies or includes a delivery
location that matches the device location earlier identi-
fied.
[0129] At block 812, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate an augmented reality element cor-
responding to the relevant item data object. In some em-
bodiments, the apparatus generates the augmented re-
ality element based on a predefined augmented element
template, for example such that the generated augment-
ed reality element matches all other generated augment-
ed reality elements. Additionally or alternatively, in some
embodiments, the apparatus generates the augmented
reality element based on one or more data values for the
relevant item data object. In some embodiments, for ex-
ample, the augmented reality element is based on a de-
livery location for the relevant item data object and/or
item distribution route data, such as based on the number
of stops before reaching the delivery location for the item,
based on whether the delivery location is early in the
route or later in the route, based on a position within a
delivery vehicle the item should be loaded, or the like.
Additionally or alternatively still, in some embodiments,
the augmented reality element is generated to include
one or more data values of the relevant item data object,
such as to include the delivery location or sub-address
therein (e.g., an apartment or building number), recipient
information (e.g., recipient name), or the like. In other
embodiments, the augmented reality element includes
one or more other data values associated with the item
data object, which may correspond to any of a myriad of
parcel details, recipient information, delivery details,
and/or the like.
[0130] At block 814, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to a user interface, of the
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captured image augmented based on at least the aug-
mented reality element, wherein the augmented reality
element is rendered based on a first item position asso-
ciated with the item representation corresponding to the
augmented reality element. In this regard, the user inter-
face represents the augmented reality environment,
comprising the representations of the captured image
together with the augmented reality element(s). In this
regard, the augmented reality element may be positioned
at the item position such that the user may determine,
from the augmented reality element rendered at the item
position, that the augmented reality element corresponds
to a particular item representation for a relevant item. For
example, in some embodiments the augmented reality
element is positioned at the location of the item label,
positioned at the location of a visual indicia on the item
label, positioned such that the augmented reality element
is rendered on top of the item label. Alternatively or ad-
ditionally, in some embodiments, the augmented reality
element is rendered based on a defined offset from the
item position, for example such that the augmented re-
ality element is rendered above the item representation
in the user interface.
[0131] In some embodiments, the apparatus is config-
ured to maintain the augmented reality environment
and/or generated augmented reality elements. For ex-
ample, the apparatus may continue to continue to capture
images, process said capture images, and update the
rendered user interface based on subsequently captured
images and newly generated augmented reality ele-
ments. In this regard, the user may move the apparatus
to ensure that all items are represented as focused in at
least one captured image for processing, and/or to ena-
ble augmented reality elements to be generated and ren-
dered in circumstances where any of the items are de-
termined relevant. In this regard, the process 800 and/or
a sub-process thereof, such as at least blocks 806-814,
may be repeated for any number of captured images to
maintain the augmented reality environment and update
the user interface accordingly as relevant items are iden-
tified.
[0132] FIG. 9 illustrates a flowchart including additional
example operations of an example process 900 for au-
tomatic item searching and verification, in accordance
with at least one example embodiment of the present
disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 9 illustrates an example
process for identify a scanned item data object from an
item information representation, for example where the
item information representation comprises visual indicia.
In this regard, the example process 900 may be per-
formed by one or more specially configured apparatuses,
such as an imaging apparatus embodied by the appara-
tus 200 and/or a user device embodied by the apparatus
300. In some embodiments, the specially configured ap-
paratus include and/or otherwise is in communication
with one or more other apparatuses, systems, devices,
and/or the like, to enable performance of one or more of
the operations as depicted and described. For example,

the apparatus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may be in com-
munication with one or more remote server(s), and/or the
apparatus may communicate with an imaging apparatus
or user device to facilitate one or more image capture
operations and/or image processing operations.
[0133] As illustrated, the example process 900 begins
at block 902. In some embodiments, the block 902 occurs
after performance of one or more blocks of another proc-
ess, such as the process 800. For example, as illustrated,
block 902 may begin after block 806 as depicted and
described with respect to process 800. Alternatively or
additionally, the process 900 may end after block 904,
or in some embodiments continues to one or more blocks
of another process. For example, as illustrated, in some
embodiments the process returns to block 810 as depict-
ed and described with respect to the process 800 upon
completion of the process 900 at block 904.
[0134] At block 902, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to detect a visual indicia in the captured image.
In some embodiments, the apparatus is configured to
detect a visual indicia utilizing one or more visual indicia
detection algorithms. In at least one example context,
the apparatus is configured to detect a barcode repre-
sented on an item label, for example utilizing a barcode
detection algorithm. In other embodiments, the appara-
tus may utilize a QR code detection algorithm or other
algorithm to detect one or more representation of a ma-
chine-readable symbology represented in the capture
image.
[0135] At block 904, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to decode the visual indicia to identify the
scanned item data object. In this regard, the apparatus
is configured to utilize one or more visual indicia decoding
algorithms to decode the scanned item data object en-
coded by the visual indicia. In this regard, the visual in-
dicia may encode an item data object or portion of infor-
mation thereof. For example, in some embodiments, the
visual indicia encodes an item data object identifier,
and/or other information that the apparatus utilizes to
identify and/or otherwise retrieve the scanned item data
object from a local or remote datastore. Alternatively or
additionally, in some embodiments, the visual indicia en-
codes information embodying the scanned item data ob-
ject entirely, such as where the visual indicia embodies
some or all information associated with the item, which
may include information similarly rendered on a corre-
sponding item label.
[0136] FIG. 10 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1000
for automatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 10 illustrates an ex-
ample process for identifying a scanned item data object
from an item information representation, for example
where the item information representation comprises an
item label representation. In this regard, the example

41 42 



EP 3 913 528 A1

23

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

process 1000 may be performed by one or more specially
configured apparatuses, such as an imaging apparatus
embodied by the apparatus 200 and/or a user device
embodied by the apparatus 300. In some embodiments,
the specially configured apparatus include and/or other-
wise is in communication with one or more other appa-
ratuses, systems, devices, and/or the like, to enable per-
formance of one or more of the operations as depicted
and described. For example, the apparatus 200 and/or
apparatus 300 may be in communication with one or
more remote server(s), and/or the apparatus may com-
municate with an imaging apparatus or user device to
facilitate one or more image capture operations and/or
image processing operations.
[0137] As illustrated, the example process 1000 begins
at block 1002. In some embodiments, the block 1002
occurs after performance of one or more blocks of an-
other process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1002 may begin after block 806 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1000 may end af-
ter block 1004, or in some embodiments continues to one
or more blocks of another process. For example, as il-
lustrated, in some embodiments the process returns to
block 810 as depicted and described with respect to the
process 800 upon completion of the process 1000 at
block 1004.
[0138] At block 1002, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to detect an item label in the captured image.
In some embodiments, the apparatus is configured to
utilize an item label detection algorithm specifically de-
signed for detecting the item label. In some such embod-
iments, the apparatus is configured to detect the bound-
aries of the item label to extract the data representing
the item label from the captured image.
[0139] At block 1004, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to extract, using an optical character recogni-
tion image processing algorithm, information to identify
the scanned item data object. In some embodiments, the
apparatus utilizes OCR to detect text rendered on the
item label. In some embodiments, the text detected there-
in embodies the scanned item data object. In other em-
bodiments, the text detected therein is utilized to identify
and/or otherwise retrieve the scanned item data object,
for example where the data extracted via OCR embodies
an item data object identifier utilized to retrieve the item
data object from a local storage or a remote server.
[0140] FIG. 11 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1100
for automatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 11 illustrates an ex-
ample process to generating an additional augmented
reality element, for example in a circumstance where a
captured image includes a plurality of relevant visual in-
dicia. In this regard, the example process 1100 may be

performed by one or more specially configured appara-
tuses, such as an imaging apparatus embodied by the
apparatus 200 and/or a user device embodied by the
apparatus 300. In some embodiments, the specially con-
figured apparatus include and/or otherwise is in commu-
nication with one or more other apparatuses, systems,
devices, and/or the like, to enable performance of one or
more of the operations as depicted and described. For
example, the apparatus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may
be in communication with one or more remote server(s),
and/or the apparatus may communicate with an imaging
apparatus or user device to facilitate one or more image
capture operations and/or image processing operations.
[0141] As illustrated, the example process 1100 begins
at block 1102. In some embodiments, the block 1102
occurs after performance of one or more blocks of an-
other process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1102 may begin after block 812 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1100 may end af-
ter block 1108, or in some other embodiments continues
to one or more blocks of another process.
[0142] At block 1102, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify, from a second item information rep-
resentation of the item information representation set, a
second scanned item data object corresponding to a sec-
ond item representation associated with the second item
representation. In this regard, the second item informa-
tion representation corresponds to the second item rep-
resentation, for example where the second item informa-
tion representation embodies an item label on the second
item or a visual indicia on the second item label. The
second item information representation may otherwise
be processed in a manner similar or identical to that de-
scribed with respect to the earlier processed item infor-
mation representation, such as at block 808.
[0143] At block 1104, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to determine that the second scanned item data
object comprises a second relevant item data object
based on at least the target item data set associated with
the item distribution route data, wherein the second rel-
evant item data object corresponds to a second item rep-
resentation. In some embodiments, while in a loading
mode for example, the apparatus is configured to deter-
mine that the second scanned item data object comprises
a second relevant item data object by determining the
second scanned item data object corresponds to a sec-
ond item data object in the target item data set. In this
regard, the apparatus may determine that the second
scanned item data object is relevant by comparing a sec-
ond item data object identifier from the second scanned
item data object with the identifiers for the item data ob-
jects in the target item data object set. Alternatively or
additionally, in some embodiments, the apparatus may
determine whether the second scanned item data object
embodies or indicates a second delivery location that is
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represented in selected item distribution route data. In
some embodiments, while in an unloading mode, the ap-
paratus is configured to determine that the second
scanned item data object comprises a second relevant
item data object by determining the second scanned item
data object corresponds to a second item data object in
the target item data set associated with the device loca-
tion. For example, the apparatus may determine that the
second scanned item data object is relevant by compar-
ing a second item data object identifier from the second
scanned item data object with the identifiers for the item
data objects in the target item data set associated with
the device location. Alternatively or additionally, in some
embodiments, the apparatus may determine whether the
second scanned item data object embodies or includes
a delivery location that matches the device location ear-
lier identified.
[0144] At block 1106, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate a second augmented reality ele-
ment corresponding to the second relevant item data ob-
ject. In some embodiments, the apparatus generates the
second augmented reality element based on a prede-
fined augmented element template, for example such
that the generated second augmented reality element
matches the first, earlier generated augmented reality
element. Additionally or alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, the apparatus generates the augmented reality
element based on one or more data values for the second
relevant item data object. In some embodiments, for ex-
ample, the second augmented reality element is based
on a second delivery location for the second relevant item
data object and/or item distribution route data, such as
based on the number of stops before reaching the second
delivery location or the second item, based on whether
the second delivery location is earlier in the route or later
in the route, based on a second position in a delivery
vehicle the second item should be loaded, or the like.
Additionally or alternatively still, in some embodiments,
the second augmented reality element is generated to
include one or more data values of the second relevant
item data object, such as to include the second delivery
location or sub-address therein (e.g., a second apartment
or building number at a current location, which may be
the same or different from a first apartment or building
number for a first item), second recipient information, or
the like.
[0145] At block 1108, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to the user interface, of the
captured image augmented based on at least the second
augmented reality element, wherein the second aug-
mented reality element is rendered based on a second
item position associated with the second item represen-
tation corresponding to the second augmented reality el-
ement. The second augmented reality element may be
rendered to the user interface together with one or more
additional augmented reality elements, such as the ear-

lier generated augmented reality element generated at
block 812. In this regard, the user interface represents
the augmented reality environment comprising the rep-
resentations in the captured image together with the aug-
mented reality element(s). The second augmented real-
ity element may be positioned at the second item position
such that the user may identify, from the second aug-
mented reality element rendered at the second item po-
sition, that the second augmented reality element corre-
sponds to the second item representation for a second
relevant item. For example, in some embodiments, the
augmented reality element is positioned at the location
of the second item label, positioned at the location of a
second visual indicia on the second item label, positioned
such that the second augmented reality element is ren-
dered on top of the second item label, or the like. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, in some embodiments, the sec-
ond augmented reality element is rendered based on a
second defined offset from the second item position, for
example such that the second augmented reality element
is rendered above the second item representation in the
user interface.
[0146] FIG. 12 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1200
for automatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 12 illustrates an ex-
ample process to provide an undetected item notification,
for example in a circumstance where the apparatus de-
tects the user failed to load a relevant item during a load-
ing operation when the apparatus is in a loading mode.
In this regard, the example process 1200 may be per-
formed by one or more specially configured apparatuses,
such as an imaging apparatus embodied by the appara-
tus 200 and/or a user device embodied by the apparatus
300. In some embodiments, the specially configured ap-
paratus include and/or otherwise is in communication
with one or more other apparatuses, systems, devices,
and/or the like, to enable performance of one or more of
the operations as depicted and described. For example,
the apparatus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may be in com-
munication with one or more remote server(s), and/or the
apparatus may communicate with an imaging apparatus
or user device to facilitate one or more image capture
operations and/or image processing operations.
[0147] As illustrated, the example process 1200 begins
at optional block 1202. In some embodiments, the block
1202 occurs after performance of one or more blocks of
another process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1202 may begin after block 814 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1200 may end af-
ter block 1210, or in some other embodiments continues
to one or more blocks of another process.
[0148] At optional block 1202, the apparatus includes
means, such as one or more of the modules 202-216
and/or 302-310, to capture, using an imaging apparatus,
a second captured image set comprising a second visual
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indicia set. In some such embodiments, the second cap-
tured image set may represent captured images for visual
indicia corresponding to items loaded during a loading
operation. The second captured image set may be cap-
tured at a closer range, such as in a circumstance where
a user removes a relevant item from an unloaded item
set for loading into a delivery vehicle and scans the item
when removed from the item set. In some embodiments,
the apparatus receives a captured image or captured im-
age set from a separate device such an imaging appa-
ratus. In some such embodiments, the apparatus does
not capture or otherwise cause capture of the captured
image data object or a captured image set, and may re-
ceive the captured image(s) based on action initiated via
the imaging apparatus.
[0149] At block 1204, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to decode, from the visual indicia set, a second
scanned item data set associated with the second visual
indicia set, the second scanned item data set represent-
ing a loaded item data set. In this regard, the user may
utilize the apparatus to process the visual indicia in each
captured to indicate that the item has been loaded into
the delivery vehicle. Additionally or alternatively, by de-
coding the visual indicia (e.g., to complete a scan of the
visual indicia), the apparatus may initiate one or more
processes associated with indicating the item has been
loaded, such as to change a status for the corresponding
item data object to indicate the item has been loaded for
distribution. It should be appreciated that, in some em-
bodiments, the captured images may be captured and
subsequently processed one at a time (e.g., where the
user captures a first image of a first item and that image
is processed, then the user captures a second image of
a second item and that image is processed, and so on),
for example as the user loads items one at a time. In this
regard, the user may initiate capture and processing of
any number of images. In some embodiments, the user
indicates the end of such capturing and processing in
any of a myriad of ways, such as by interacting with a
user interface element (e.g., a "done loading" button),
initiating termination of an app executing via the appara-
tus, and/or based on determinations performed by the
apparatus (e.g., after scanning a predetermined number
of items).
[0150] At block 1206, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify, based on at least the scanned item
data set, an undetected relevant item data object. In
some embodiments, the undetected relevant item data
object corresponds to an item data object that is not rep-
resented in the scanned item data set, but is expected
to be loaded. For example, in at least one example em-
bodiment, the undetected relevant item data object cor-
responds to an item data object in a target item data set
that is not represented in the scanned item data set. In
some such embodiments, the apparatus is configured to
identify the undetected relevant item data object by com-

paring the scanned item data set with the target item data
set to identify at least one item data object that does not
correspond to a scanned item data object in the scanned
item data set. In a circumstance where an item data ob-
ject lacks corresponding data in the scanned item data
set, the item data object represents the undetected rel-
evant item data object. In at least one example context
where the scanned item data set includes at least item
data object identifiers, the apparatus compares each item
data object identifier to the item data object identifiers for
each item data object in the target item data set, and
identifies at least one undetected relevant item data ob-
ject having an item data object identifier not represented
in the scanned item data set.
[0151] At block 1208, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate an undetected relevant item notifi-
cation based on at least the undetected relevant item
data object. In this regard, in some embodiments, the
undetected relevant item notification indicates that ap-
paratus has not scanned (e.g., by capturing a visual in-
dicia and successfully decoding the visual indicia) any
visual indicia corresponding to the undetected relevant
item data object. In some embodiments, the undetected
relevant item notification includes text information indi-
cating the undetected relevant item data object has not
been detected. Alternatively or additionally, in some em-
bodiments, the undetected relevant item notification in-
cludes one or more data values associated with the un-
detected relevant item data object, such as the item data
object identifier, delivery location, recipient name, and/or
the like.
[0152] At block 1210, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to a user interface, of the
undetected relevant item notification. In some embodi-
ments, the undetected relevant item notification is ren-
dered within an app executed by the apparatus. In other
embodiments, the user interface is rendered via one or
more external data channels. For example, the undetec-
ted item notification may be rendered via the user inter-
face as a push notification via the apparatus, text mes-
sage transmitted to the apparatus, and/or as an email
transmitted to an account associated with the apparatus.
In this regard, by rendering the undetected relevant item
notification, the user may view the undetected relevant
item notification to become aware of the undetected rel-
evant item data object, and begin appropriate remedial
action if applicable.
[0153] FIG. 13 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1300
for automatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 13 illustrates an ex-
ample process to provide an improper scanned item no-
tification, for example in a circumstance where the ap-
paratus detects the user has scanned an improper item
for loading during a loading operation when the appara-
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tus is in a loading mode. In this regard, the example proc-
ess 1300 may be performed by one or more specially
configured apparatuses, such as an imaging apparatus
embodied by the apparatus 200 and/or a user device
embodied by the apparatus 300. In some embodiments,
the specially configured apparatus include and/or other-
wise is in communication with one or more other appa-
ratuses, systems, devices, and/or the like, to enable per-
formance of one or more of the operations as depicted
and described. For example, the apparatus 200 and/or
apparatus 300 may be in communication with one or
more remote server(s), and/or the apparatus may com-
municate with an imaging apparatus or user device to
facilitate one or more image capture operations and/or
image processing operations.
[0154] As illustrated, the example process 1300 begins
at optional block 1302. In some embodiments, the block
1302 occurs after performance of one or more blocks of
another process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1302 may begin after block 814 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1300 may end af-
ter block 1310, or in some other embodiments continues
to one or more blocks of another process.
[0155] At optional block 1302, the apparatus includes
means, such as one or more of the modules 202-216
and/or 302-310, to capture, using an imaging apparatus,
a second captured image set comprising a second visual
indicia set. In some such embodiments, the second cap-
tured image set may represent captured images for visual
indicia corresponding to items loaded during a loading
operation. The second captured image set may be cap-
tured at a closer range, such as in a circumstance re-
moves a relevant item for loading into a delivery vehicle.
In some embodiments, the apparatus receives a second
captured image or second captured image set from a
separate device such as an imaging apparatus. In some
such embodiments, the apparatus does not capture or
otherwise cause capture of the second captured image
data object or second captured image set, and may re-
ceive the second captured image(s) based on action in-
itiated via the imaging apparatus.
[0156] At block 1304, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to decode, from the visual indicia set, a second
scanned item data set associated with the second visual
indicia set, the second scanned item data set represent-
ing a loaded item data set. In this regard, the user may
utilize the apparatus to process the visual indicia in each
captured to indicate that the item has been loaded into
the delivery vehicle. Additionally or alternatively, by de-
coding the visual indicia (e.g., to complete a scan of the
visual indicia), the apparatus may initiate one or more
processes associated with indicating the item has been
loaded, such as to change a status for the corresponding
item data object to indicate the item has been loaded for
distribution. It should be appreciated that, in some em-
bodiments, the captured images may be captured and

subsequently processed one at a time (e.g., where the
user captures a first image of a first item and that image
is processed, then the user captures a second image of
a second item and that image is processed, and so on),
for example as the user loads items one at a time. In this
regard, the user may initiate capture and processing of
any number of images.
[0157] At block 1306, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to detect, from the second scanned item data
set, an improper item data object based on at least the
target item data set. In some embodiments, the improper
item data object corresponds to an item data object that
is not to be loaded during a loading operation. For exam-
ple, in at least one example embodiment, the improper
item data object corresponds to an item data object that
is not in the target item data object set, but has been
scanned utilizing the apparatus to indicate the item is
being loaded during a loading operation. In some such
embodiments, the apparatus is configured to identify the
improper item data object by comparing the scanned item
data set with the target item data set to identify one item
data object that is represented in the scanned item data
set, but not in the target item data set. In at least one
example context where the scanned item data set in-
cludes at least item data object identifiers, the apparatus
compares each item data object identifier to the item data
object identifiers for each item data object in the target
item data set, and identifies at least one improper item
data object having an item data object identifier not rep-
resented in the target item data set.
[0158] At block 1308, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate an improper scanned item notifica-
tion based on at least the improper item data object. In
this regard, in some embodiments, the undetected rele-
vant item notification indicates that the apparatus has
scanned (e.g., by capturing a visual indicia and success-
fully decoding the visual indicia) a visual indicia corre-
sponding to the improper item that is not to be loaded for
the selected item distribution route. In some embodi-
ments, the improper scanned item notification includes
text information indicating that an improper item has been
scanned for loading. Alternatively or additionally, in some
embodiments, the improper scanned item notification in-
cludes one or more data values associated with the im-
proper item data object, such as the item data object
identifier, a proper delivery location, recipient informa-
tion, and/or the like.
[0159] At block 1310, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to a user interface, of the
improper scanned item notification. In some embodi-
ments, the improper scanned item notification is ren-
dered within an app executed by the apparatus. In other
embodiments, the user interface is rendered via one or
more external data channels. For example, the improper
scanned item notification in some embodiments is ren-
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dered via the user interface as a push notification via the
apparatus, text message transmitted to the apparatus,
and/or as an email transmitted to an account associated
with the apparatus. In this regard, by rendering the im-
proper scanned item notification, the user may view the
improper scanned item notification to become aware of
the improperly scanned and/or loaded item, and begin
appropriate remedial action if applicable.
[0160] FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1400
for automatic item searching and verification, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. The process 1400 in some embodi-
ments occurs during an unload operation. In this regard,
the example process 1400 may be performed by one or
more specially configured apparatuses, such as an im-
aging apparatus embodied by the apparatus 200 and/or
a user device embodied by the apparatus 300. In some
embodiments, the specially configured apparatus in-
clude and/or otherwise is in communication with one or
more other apparatuses, systems, devices, and/or the
like, to enable performance of one or more of the oper-
ations as depicted and described. For example, the ap-
paratus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may be in communi-
cation with one or more remote server(s), and/or the ap-
paratus may communicate with an imaging apparatus or
user device to facilitate one or more image capture op-
erations and/or image processing operations.
[0161] As illustrated, the example process 1400 begins
at optional block 1402. In some embodiments, the block
1402 occurs after performance of one or more blocks of
another process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1402 may begin after block 814 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1400 may end af-
ter block 1410, or in some other embodiments continues
to one or more blocks of another process.
[0162] At optional block 1402, the apparatus includes
means, such as one or more of the modules 202-216
and/or 302-310, to capture, using an imaging apparatus,
a second captured image set comprising a second visual
indicia set. In some such embodiments, the second cap-
tured image set may represent captured images for visual
indicia corresponding to items being unloaded during an
unloading operation. The second captured image set
may be captured at a closer range, such as in a circum-
stance where a user removes a relevant item from a de-
livery vehicle for delivery and scans the item. In some
embodiments, the apparatus receives a second captured
image or second captured image set from a separate
device such as an imaging apparatus. In some such em-
bodiments, the apparatus does not capture or otherwise
cause capture of the second captured image data object
or second captured image set, and may receive the sec-
ond captured image(s) based on action initiated via the
imaging apparatus.
[0163] At block 1404, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or

302-310, to decode, from the visual indicia set, a second
scanned item data set associated with the second visual
indicia set, the second scanned item data set represent-
ing an unloaded item data set. In this regard, the user
may utilize the apparatus to process the visual indicia in
each captured image to indicate that the item has been
unloaded for delivery, such as from a delivery vehicle.
Additionally or alternatively, by decoding the visual indi-
cia (e.g., to complete a scan of the visual indicia), the
apparatus may initiate one or more processes associated
with indicating the item has been loaded, such as to
change a status for the corresponding item data object
to indicate the item has been unloaded and delivered. It
should be appreciated that, in some embodiments, the
captured images may be captured and subsequently
processed one at a time (e.g., where the user captures
a first image of a first item and that image is processed,
then the user captures a second image of a second item
and that image is processed, and so on), for example as
the user unloads items one at a time. In this regard, the
user may initiate capture and processing of any number
of images. In some embodiments, the user indicates the
end of such capturing and processing in any of a myriad
of ways, such as by interacting with a user interface el-
ement (e.g., a "done unloading" button), initiating termi-
nation of an app executing via the apparatus, and/or
based on determinations performed by the apparatus
(e.g., after scanning a predetermined number of items).
[0164] At block 1406, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify, based on at least the scanned item
data set, an improper unloaded item data object. In some
embodiments, the improper unloaded item data object is
not expected to be unloaded. For example, in at least
one example embodiment, the improper unloaded item
data object corresponds to an item data object that is not
represented in a target item data set, but represented in
the second scanned item data set. In a circumstance
where an item data object lacks corresponding data in
the target item data set, the item data object represents
the improper unloaded item data object. In at least one
example context where the scanned item data set in-
cludes at least item data object identifiers, the apparatus
compares each item data object identifier to the item data
object identifiers for each item data object in the target
item data set, and identifies at least one improper un-
loaded item data object having an item data object iden-
tifier not represented in the second scanned item data
set.
[0165] At block 1408, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate an improper unloaded item notifi-
cation based on at least the improper unloaded item data
object. In this regard, in some embodiments, the improp-
er unloaded item notification indicates that the apparatus
has scanned a visual indicia (e.g., by capturing a visual
indicia and successfully decoding the visual indicia) for
a removed item not to be unloaded at the current location.
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In some embodiments, the improper unloaded item no-
tification includes text information indicating the improper
unloaded item data object was improperly unloaded for
example from a delivery vehicle. Alternatively or addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, the improper unloaded
item notification includes one or more data values asso-
ciated with the improper unloaded item data object, such
as the item data object identifier, correct delivery location,
and/or the like.
[0166] At block 1410, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to a user interface, of the
improper unloaded item notification. In some embodi-
ments, the improper unloaded item notification is ren-
dered within an app executed by the apparatus. In other
embodiments, the user interface is rendered via one or
more external data channels. For example, the improper
unloaded item notification may be rendered via the user
interface as a push notification via the apparatus, text
message transmitted to the apparatus, and/or as an
email transmitted to an account associated with the ap-
paratus. In this regard, by rendering the improper unload-
ed item notification to become aware of the improper un-
loaded item data object, and begin appropriate remedial
action if applicable (e.g., to return the item to the delivery
vehicle).
[0167] FIG. 15 illustrates a flowchart including addi-
tional example operations of an example process 1500
for automatic item searching and verification, specifically
detecting a missed item at a second location, in accord-
ance with at least one example embodiment of the
present disclosure. In at least one example context, the
process 1500 occurs during an unload operation. In this
regard, the example process 1500 may be performed by
one or more specially configured apparatuses, such as
an imaging apparatus embodied by the apparatus 200
and/or a user device embodied by the apparatus 300. In
some embodiments, the specially configured apparatus
include and/or otherwise is in communication with one
or more other apparatuses, systems, devices, and/or the
like, to enable performance of one or more of the oper-
ations as depicted and described. For example, the ap-
paratus 200 and/or apparatus 300 may be in communi-
cation with one or more remote server(s), and/or the ap-
paratus may communicate with an imaging apparatus or
user device to facilitate one or more image capture op-
erations and/or image processing operations.
[0168] As illustrated, the example process 1500 begins
at block 1502. In some embodiments, the block 1502
occurs after performance of one or more blocks of an-
other process, such as the process 800. For example,
as illustrated, block 1502 may begin after block 814 as
depicted and described with respect to process 800. Al-
ternatively or additionally, the process 1500 may end af-
ter block 1514, or in some other embodiments continues
to one or more blocks of another process.
[0169] At block 1502, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or

302-310, to identify a second device location, wherein
the second device location is associated with at least a
second portion of the item distribution route data. In this
regard, the second device location may correspond to a
second delivery location represented in the item distri-
bution route data. The apparatus (and/or the user) may
have repositioned to the second device location by pro-
gressing along the item distribution route, for example
during package delivery to a plurality of locations. In this
regard, the second device location may represent a sec-
ond stop that is after one or more previous stops in a
sequential order of locations represented by the item dis-
tribution route data. In some embodiments, the apparatus
is configured to receive user input indicating the user has
progressed from a first device location to a subsequent
location indicated in the item distribution route data (e.g.,
a second delivery stop).
[0170] At block 1504, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to retrieve a second target item data set based
on at least the item distribution route data and the second
device location. In this regard, in some embodiments,
the second target item data set embodies a data set rep-
resenting a second item set to be unloaded at the second
device location (e.g., a second unload item set). In some
embodiments, the item distribution route data includes
item data object(s) and/or identifiers for the items to be
delivered at each location, such that the item data objects
to be distributed at the second device location are iden-
tifiable. In some embodiments, one or more APIs are
utilized to identify the second target item data set for the
second device location.
[0171] At block 1506, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to capture, using an imaging apparatus, a sec-
ond captured image comprising a second item represen-
tation set and a second item information representation
set associated with the second item representation set.
In some embodiments, the captured image is one of a
captured image set captured by the apparatus, such as
using an imaging apparatus. For example, in at least one
example embodiment, the apparatus utilizes one or a
plurality of imagers (e.g., embodying the imaging appa-
ratus) to capture the image and/or captured image set,
and/or to determine the image including one or more item
information representations and/or item representations
best in focus for further processing. In some embodi-
ments, the apparatus receives a second captured image
or second captured image set from a separate device
such as an imaging apparatus. In some such embodi-
ments, the apparatus does not capture or otherwise
cause capture of the second captured image data object
or second captured image set, and may receive the sec-
ond captured image(s) based on action initiated via the
imaging apparatus.
[0172] In some embodiments, the apparatus is config-
ured to detect each item representation and/or the asso-
ciated item information representation, and/or one or
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more sub-elements of the item information representa-
tion, from the captured image. In some embodiments, for
example where the item information representation com-
prises an item label representation, the apparatus may
detect the item label and/or specific text elements ther-
eon, such as an identifier and/or delivery location on the
label, and utilize OCR or other image processing meth-
odologies to identify such image data for further process-
ing. In other embodiments, for example where the item
information representation embodies a visual indicia, the
apparatus is configured to detect the visual indicia (such
as on the item label) for further processing by decoding
the visual indicia. In this regard, the captured image may
include an item representation and/or item information
representation for each item within the field of view of the
imaging apparatus during the capture operation.
[0173] The augmented reality environment is main-
tained by the apparatus for purposes of enabling render-
ing of augmented reality elements together with captured
images, such that resulting user interfaces may be pro-
vided representing the augmented reality for viewing by
the user at the second location. In some embodiments,
the apparatus configures the augmented reality environ-
ment at an earlier step (e.g., upon initialization of the
apparatus and/or launch of a corresponding app). The
apparatus may process the captured image to identify
item positions associated with the various representa-
tions for purposes of positioning augmented reality ele-
ments within the augmented reality environment, for ex-
ample for purposes of positioning information to be ren-
dered on top of or otherwise in a position associated with
a particular item representation. It should be appreciated
that the apparatus may maintain a second augmented
reality environment separate from the augmented reality
environment earlier maintained for a first device location.
[0174] In some embodiments, the apparatus receives
at least the captured image from the imaging apparatus.
For example, the apparatus may receive the captured
image over one or more communications networks (e.g.,
over a Bluetooth connection, wireless LAN or Internet
connection, and/or the like). In some such embodiments,
the imaging apparatus may be configured merely for im-
age capture, and the apparatus separate from the imag-
ing apparatus configured for processing such images. In
this regard, the imaging apparatus may be constructed
with minimal processing hardware relative to the
processing apparatus. In other embodiments, the imag-
ing apparatus is configured for both capture and process-
ing, and in this regard may perform all operations of the
process 1500 via the single apparatus.
[0175] At block 1508, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify, from a second item information rep-
resentation of the second item information representa-
tion set, a second scanned item data object correspond-
ing to a second item representation associated with the
second item information representation. In some embod-
iments, the apparatus is configured to extract text ele-

ments from the second item information representation,
for example using OCR and/or other image processing
methodologies, to identify the scanned item data object
from the data rendered on an item label. In this regard,
such data may include one or more data values of a cor-
responding item data object. Additionally or alternatively,
in some embodiments, the apparatus extracts an item
data object identifier from the item information represen-
tation and utilizes the item data object identifier to identify
the second scanned item data object, for example by
requesting the second scanned item data object corre-
sponding to the item data object identifier and receiving
the second scanned item data object in response to the
request.
[0176] Additionally or alternatively, in at least some
embodiments, the second item information representa-
tion embodies or includes a second visual indicia, and
the apparatus is configured to decode the second visual
indicia to identify the second scanned item data object.
For example, in some embodiments, the second visual
indicia encodes the second scanned item data object em-
bodying some or all of the corresponding second item
data object for the second item corresponding to the sec-
ond item information representation. The second visual
indicia may encode, in some embodiments, a second
item data object identifier, a second delivery location,
second delivery recipient, and/or the like for the second
item. In this regard, in some embodiments, the apparatus
decodes the visual indicia to identify the visual indicia to
identify the second scanned item data object directly. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively in some embodiments, the ap-
paratus decodes the second visual indicia to identify a
second item data object identifier that may be used to
identify the second scanned item data object embodying
the second item data object corresponding to the second
visual indicia, such as by utilizing the second item data
object identifier to retrieve the second scanned item data
object from a local datastore and/or remote server.
[0177] In some embodiments, the second scanned
item data object represents a second item data object
for items currently loaded on a delivery vehicle at a sec-
ond device location. In this regard, the captured images
will include representations for items that remain loaded
on a delivery vehicle, for example, and not those that
have been unloaded such as at one or more previously
visited locations.
[0178] At block 1510, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to identify the second scanned item data object
comprises a missed item data object associated with a
first device location. In this regard, in at least one example
context, the missed item data object corresponds to an
item that should have been unloaded at the first device
location when previously visited, but was not properly
unloaded (for example, the item remains in the delivery
vehicle even though a second stop in a sequential item
distribution route was reached). In some embodiments,
the apparatus identifies a missed item data object by
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identifying the second scanned item data object corre-
sponds to a delivery location that was already visited
and/or otherwise earlier in a sequential item distribution
route. In some such embodiments, the apparatus may
be configured to determine the delivery location for the
second scanned item data object corresponds to an al-
ready visited and/or sequentially previous delivery loca-
tion based on the identified item distribution route data.
For example, in an example context where the item dis-
tribution route data embodies a sequential list of delivery
locations, the apparatus may identify that the second de-
vice location (e.g., a current location) corresponds to a
second stop, but the delivery location corresponding to
and/or represented in the second scanned item data ob-
ject corresponds to a first delivery location earlier in the
sequential set of locations. In some embodiments, the
apparatus tracks and/or otherwise determines previously
visited locations so as to identify whether a delivery lo-
cation for scanned item data object corresponds to a pre-
viously visited location. In this regard, in a circumstance
where the apparatus identifies the second scanned item
data object corresponds to an earlier location, the appa-
ratus determines the second scanned item data object
represents a missed item data object.
[0179] At block 1512, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to generate a missed item notification based
on at least the missed item data object associated with
the first device location. In this regard, in some embodi-
ments, the missed item notification indicates the appa-
ratus has scanned (e.g., by capturing a visual indicia and
successfully decoding the visual indicia) a visual indicia
corresponding to the missed item to be delivered at the
first device location. In some embodiments, the missed
item notification includes text information indicating that
a missed item has been detected in the current item set.
Alternatively or additionally, in some embodiments, the
missed item notification includes one or more data values
associated with the missed item data object, such as the
item data object identifier, a proper delivery location (e.g.,
the first device location), recipient information, and/or the
like.
[0180] At block 1514, the apparatus includes means,
such as one or more of the modules 202-216 and/or
302-310, to cause rendering, to a user interface, of the
missed item notification. In some embodiments, the
missed item notification is rendered within an app exe-
cuted by the apparatus. In other embodiments, the user
interface is rendered via one or more external data chan-
nels. For example, in some embodiments, the missed
item notification is rendered via the user interface as a
push notification via the apparatus, text message trans-
mitted to the apparatus, and/or as an email transmitted
to an account associated with the apparatus. In this re-
gard, by rendering the missed item notification, the user
may view the missed item notification to become aware
of the missed item, and begin appropriate remedial action
if applicable.

[0181] In some embodiments, the apparatus is config-
ured to render the missed item notification via an aug-
mented reality element corresponding to the missed item
data object. In some embodiments, the apparatus gen-
erates the augmented reality element based on a prede-
fined augmented element template, for example such
that the generated augmented reality element matches
all other augmented reality elements for missed items.
Additionally or alternatively, in some embodiments, the
apparatus generates the augmented reality element
based on one or more data values for the missed item
data object. For example, in at least one example em-
bodiment, the apparatus generates the augmented real-
ity element based on an appropriate delivery location for
the missed item data object, or a correct stop number for
the missed item data object based on the item distribution
route data. In some embodiments, the augmented reality
element is generated as a color distinct from other aug-
mented reality elements generated for proper, relevant
item data objects (e.g., those appropriate for unloading
at the second device location), or utilizing another visual
effect to visually distinguish the augmented reality ele-
ment(s) for missed item data object(s).
[0182] In some such embodiments, the apparatus
causes rendering, to a user interface, of the captured
image augmented based on at least the augmented re-
ality element for the missed item data object. For exam-
ple, the augmented reality element for the missed item
may be rendered based on an item position in an aug-
mented reality environment associated with the corre-
sponding item representation and/or item information
representation. In some such embodiments, the appara-
tus may render the augmented reality element for the
missed item data object together with other augmented
reality elements, such as those appropriate for unloading
at the second device location. In some such embodi-
ments, the apparatus is configured to maintain the aug-
mented reality environment and/or generated augment-
ed reality elements, for example such that the augmented
reality element for the missed item data object remains
appropriately rendered in a position such that the user
may visually associate the augmented reality element
with the item representation for the missed item. The aug-
mented reality environment may be maintained even as
the use moves, repositions the apparatus, and/or the like.

Conclusion

[0183] Although an example processing system has
been described above, implementations of the subject
matter and the functional operations described herein
can be implemented in other types of digital electronic
circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or hardware,
including the structures disclosed in this specification and
their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one or
more of them.
[0184] Embodiments of the subject matter and the op-
erations described herein can be implemented in digital
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electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this spec-
ification and their structural equivalents, or in combina-
tions of one or more of them. Embodiments of the subject
matter described herein can be implemented as one or
more computer programs, i.e., one or more modules of
computer program instructions, encoded on computer
storage medium for execution by, or to control the oper-
ation of, information/data processing apparatus. Alterna-
tively, or in addition, the program instructions can be en-
coded on an artificially-generated propagated signal,
e.g., a machine-generated electrical, optical, or electro-
magnetic signal, which is generated to encode informa-
tion/data for transmission to suitable receiver apparatus
for execution by an information/data processing appara-
tus. A computer storage medium can be, or be included
in, a computer-readable storage device, a computer-
readable storage substrate, a random or serial access
memory array or device, or a combination of one or more
of them. Moreover, while a computer storage medium is
not a propagated signal, a computer storage medium can
be a source or destination of computer program instruc-
tions encoded in an artificially-generated propagated sig-
nal. The computer storage medium can also be, or be
included in, one or more separate physical components
or media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other storage de-
vices).
[0185] The operations described herein can be imple-
mented as operations performed by an information/data
processing apparatus on information/data stored on one
or more computer-readable storage devices or received
from other sources.
[0186] The term "data processing apparatus" encom-
passes all kinds of apparatus, devices, and machines for
processing data, including by way of example a program-
mable processor, a computer, a system on a chip, or
multiple ones, or combinations, of the foregoing. The ap-
paratus can include special purpose logic circuitry, e.g.,
an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an ASIC
(application-specific integrated circuit). The apparatus
can also include, in addition to hardware, code that cre-
ates an execution environment for the computer program
in question, e.g., code that constitutes processor
firmware, a protocol stack, a repository management sys-
tem, an operating system, a cross-platform runtime en-
vironment, a virtual machine, or a combination of one or
more of them. Additionally or alternatively, in some im-
plementations, the information processing apparatus in-
cludes specially configured hardware, software, and/or
firmware to enable image capture and/or processing,
such as a plurality of imagers, activation circuitry, and/or
image processing circuitry. The apparatus and execution
environment can realize various different computing
model infrastructures, such as a local apparatus and/or
computing device, one or more servers, web services,
distributed computing and grid computing infrastruc-
tures.
[0187] A computer program (also known as a program,

software, software application, script, or code) can be
written in any form of programming language, including
compiled or interpreted languages, declarative or proce-
dural languages, and it can be deployed in any form,
including as a stand-alone program or as a module, com-
ponent, subroutine, object, or other unit suitable for use
in a computing environment. A computer program may,
but need not, correspond to a file in a file system. A pro-
gram can be stored in a portion of a file that holds other
programs or information/data (e.g., one or more scripts
stored in a markup language document), in a single file
dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple co-
ordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more modules,
sub-programs, or portions of code). A computer program
can be deployed to be executed on one computer or on
multiple computers that are located at one site or distrib-
uted across multiple sites and interconnected by a com-
munication network. Such computers may include, in
some implementations, handheld computing devices,
mobile devices, image scanners (e.g., barcode scan-
ners), and/or the like.
[0188] The processes and logic flows described herein
can be performed by one or more programmable proc-
essors executing one or more computer programs to per-
form actions by operating on input information/data and
generating output. Processors suitable for the execution
of a computer program include, by way of example, both
general and special purpose microprocessors, and any
one or more processors of any kind of digital computer.
Generally, a processor will receive instructions and in-
formation/data from a read-only memory or a random
access memory or both. The essential elements of a com-
puter are a processor for performing actions in accord-
ance with instructions and one or more memory devices
for storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer
will also include, or be operatively coupled to receive in-
formation/data from or transfer information/data to, or
both, one or more mass storage devices for storing data,
e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or optical disks.
However, a computer need not have such devices. De-
vices suitable for storing computer program instructions
and information/data include all forms of non-volatile
memory, media and memory devices, including by way
of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnet-
ic disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; mag-
neto-optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks.
The processor and the memory can be supplemented
by, or incorporated in, special purpose logic circuitry.
[0189] To provide for interaction with a user, embodi-
ments of the subject matter described herein can be im-
plemented on a computer having a display device, e.g.,
a CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display)
monitor, for displaying information/data to the user and
a keyboard and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a
trackball, by which the user can provide input to the com-
puter. Other kinds of devices can be used to provide for
interaction with a user as well; for example, feedback
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provided to the user can be any form of sensory feedback,
e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile feed-
back; and input from the user can be received in any
form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. In ad-
dition, a computer can interact with a user by sending
documents to and receiving documents from a device
that is used by the user; for example, by sending web
pages to a web browser on a user’s client device in re-
sponse to requests received from the web browser.
[0190] The computing system can include clients and
servers. A client and server are generally remote from
each other and typically interact through a communica-
tion network. The relationship of client and server arises
by virtue of computer programs running on the respective
computers and having a client-server relationship to each
other. In some embodiments, a server transmits informa-
tion/data (e.g., an HTML page) to a client device (e.g.,
for purposes of displaying information/data to and receiv-
ing user input from a user interacting with the client de-
vice). Information/data generated at the client device
(e.g., a result of the user interaction) can be received
from the client device at the server.
[0191] While this specification contains many specific
implementation details, these should not be construed
as limitations on the scope of any disclosures or of what
may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of features
specific to particular embodiments of particular disclo-
sures. Certain features that are described herein in the
context of separate embodiments can also be implement-
ed in combination in a single embodiment. Conversely,
various features that are described in the context of a
single embodiment can also be implemented in multiple
embodiments separately or in any suitable subcombina-
tion. Moreover, although features may be described
above as acting in certain combinations and even initially
claimed as such, one or more features from a claimed
combination can in some cases be excised from the com-
bination, and the claimed combination may be directed
to a subcombination or variation of a subcombination.
[0192] Similarly, while operations are depicted in the
drawings in a particular order, this should not be under-
stood as requiring that such operations be performed in
the particular order shown or in sequential order, or that
all illustrated operations be performed, to achieve desir-
able results. In certain circumstances, multitasking and
parallel processing may be advantageous. Moreover, the
separation of various system components in the embod-
iments described above should not be understood as re-
quiring such separation in all embodiments, and it should
be understood that the described program components
and systems can generally be integrated together in a
single software product or packaged into multiple soft-
ware products.
[0193] Thus, particular embodiments of the subject
matter have been described. Other embodiments are
within the scope of the following claims. In some cases,
the actions recited in the claims can be performed in a
different order and still achieve desirable results. In ad-

dition, the processes depicted in the accompanying fig-
ures do not necessarily require the particular order
shown, or sequential order, to achieve desirable results.
In certain implementations, multitasking and parallel
processing may be advantageous.

Claims

1. An apparatus for automatic item searching and ver-
ification, the apparatus comprising at least one proc-
essor and at least one non-transitory memory includ-
ing computer-coded instructions thereon, the com-
puter coded instructions, with the at least one proc-
essor, configure the apparatus to:

retrieve a target item data set associated with
item distribution route data;
receive a captured image comprising an item
representation set and an item information rep-
resentation set associated with the item repre-
sentation set,
wherein each item representation of the item
representation set is associated with an item po-
sition in an augmented reality environment;
identify, from an item information representation
of the item information representation set, a
scanned item data object corresponding to the
item information representation;
determine that the scanned item data object
comprises a relevant item data object based on
at least the target item data set;
generate an augmented reality element corre-
sponding to the relevant item data object; and
cause rendering, to a user interface, of the cap-
tured image augmented based on at least the
augmented reality element,
wherein the augmented reality element is ren-
dered based on at least a first item position as-
sociated with an item representation corre-
sponding to the augmented reality element.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein to re-
ceive the captured image the apparatus is configured
to:

capture at least the captured image using an
imaging apparatus.

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

identify, from a second item information repre-
sentation of the item information representation
set, a second scanned item data object corre-
sponding to a second item representation asso-
ciated with the second item information repre-
sentation;
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identify the second scanned item data object
comprises a second relevant item data object
based on at least the target item data set asso-
ciated with the item distribution route data,
wherein the second relevant item data object
corresponds to the second item representation;
generate a second augmented reality element
corresponding to the second relevant item data
object; and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the
captured image augmented based on at least
the second augmented reality element, wherein
the second augmented reality element is ren-
dered based on a second item position associ-
ated with the second item representation corre-
sponding to the second augmented reality ele-
ment.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein to iden-
tify the scanned item data object corresponding to
the item information representation, the apparatus
is configured to:

detect a visual indicia in the captured image; and
decode the visual indicia to identify the scanned
item data object.

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein to iden-
tify the scanned item data object corresponding to
the item information representation, the apparatus
is configured to:

detect an item label in the captured image; and
extract, using an optical character recognition
image processing algorithm, the scanned item
data object.

6. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image set comprising a second visual
indicia set;
decode, from the second visual indicia set, a
second scanned item data set associated with
the second visual indicia set, the second
scanned item data set representing a loaded
item data set;
identify, based on at least the second scanned
item data set, an undetected relevant item data
object;
generate an undetected relevant item notifica-
tion based on at least the undetected relevant
item data object; and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the un-
detected relevant item notification.

7. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus

further configured to:

capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image set comprising a second visual
indicia set;
decode, from the second visual indicia set, a
second scanned item data set associated with
the second visual indicia set, wherein the sec-
ond scanned item data set represents a loaded
item data set;
detect, from the scanned item data set, an im-
proper item data object based on at least the
target item data set;
generate an improper scanned item notification
based on at least the improper item data object;
and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the im-
proper scanned item notification.

8. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

identify a device location, wherein the apparatus
is configured to retrieve the target item data set
based on at least the device location.

9. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

identify a device location, wherein the device lo-
cation is associated with at least a portion of the
item distribution route data;
retrieve a second target item data set based on
the item distribution route data and the device
location, the second target item data set repre-
senting a target unload data set;
capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image comprising a second item rep-
resentation set and a second item information
representation set associated with the second
item representation set,
wherein each item representation in the second
item representation set is associated with a sec-
ond item position in a second augmented reality
environment;
identify, from a second item information repre-
sentation of the item information representation
set, a second scanned item data object corre-
sponding to the second item information repre-
sentation;
identify the second scanned item data object
comprises a second relevant item data object
based on at least the second target item data
object set;
generate a second augmented reality element
corresponding to the second relevant item data
object; and
cause rendering, to the user interface, the sec-
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ond captured image augmented based on at
least the second augmented reality element,
wherein the second augmented reality element
is rendered based on a second item position as-
sociated with a second item representation cor-
responding to the second augmented reality el-
ement.

10. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image comprising a second visual in-
dicia set;
decode, from the second visual indicia set, a
second scanned item data set associated with
the second visual indicia set, wherein the sec-
ond scanned item data set represents a loaded
item data set;
detect, from the second scanned item data set,
an improper item data object based on the target
item data set;
generate an improper scanned item notification
based on at least the improper item data object;
and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the im-
proper scanned item notification.

11. An apparatus according to claim 1, the apparatus
further configured to:

capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image comprising a second visual in-
dicia set;
decode, from the second visual indicia set, a
second scanned item data set associated with
the second visual indicia set, wherein the sec-
ond scanned item data set represents an un-
loaded item data set;
identify, based on at least the second scanned
item data set, an improper unloaded item data
object;
generate an improper unloaded item notification
based on at least the improper unloaded item
data object; and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the im-
proper unloaded item notification.

12. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the tar-
get item data set comprises a first target item data
set associated with a first device location, and the
apparatus further configured to:

identify a second device location, wherein the
second device location is associated with at
least a second portion of the item distribution
route data;
retrieve a second target item data set based on

at least the item distribution route data and the
second device location;
capture, using an imaging apparatus, a second
captured image comprising a second item rep-
resentation set and a second item information
representation set associated with the second
item representation set;
identify, from a second item information repre-
sentation of the second item information repre-
sentation set, a second scanned item data ob-
ject corresponding to a second item represen-
tation associated with the second item informa-
tion representation;
identify the second scanned item data object
comprises a missed item data object associated
with the first device location;
generate a missed item notification based on at
least the missed item data object associated
with the first device location; and
cause rendering, to the user interface, of the
missed item notification.

13. A computer-implemented method for automatic item
searching and verification, the computer-implement-
ed method comprising:

retrieving a target item data set associated with
item distribution route data;
receiving a captured image comprising an item
representation set and an item information rep-
resentation set associated with the item repre-
sentation set,
wherein each item representation of the item
representation set is associated with an item po-
sition in an augmented reality environment;
identifying, from an item information represen-
tation of the item information representation set,
a scanned item data object corresponding to the
item information representation;
determining that the scanned item data object
comprises a relevant item data object based on
at least the target item data set;
generating an augmented reality element corre-
sponding to the relevant item data object; and
causing rendering, to a user interface, of the
captured image augmented based on at least
the augmented reality element,
wherein the augmented reality element is ren-
dered based on at least a first item position as-
sociated with an item representation corre-
sponding to the augmented reality element.

14. A computer-implemented method according to claim
15, the computer-implemented method further com-
prising:

identifying, from a second item information rep-
resentation of the item information representa-
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tion set, a second scanned item data object cor-
responding to a second item representation as-
sociated with the second item information rep-
resentation;
identifying the second scanned item data object
comprises a second relevant item data object
based on at least the target item data set asso-
ciated with the item distribution route data,
wherein the second relevant item data object
corresponds to the second item representation;
generating a second augmented reality element
corresponding to the second relevant item data
object; and
causing rendering, to the user interface, of the
captured image augmented based on at least
the second augmented reality element, wherein
the second augmented reality element is ren-
dered based on a second item position associ-
ated with the second item representation corre-
sponding to the second augmented reality ele-
ment.

15. A computer-implemented method according to claim
15, wherein identifying the scanned item data object
corresponding to the item information representation
comprises:

detecting an item label in the captured image;
and
extracting, using an optical character recogni-
tion image processing algorithm, the scanned
item data object.
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