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Description

Cross-Reference to Related Applications

[0001] This application claims priority to United States
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/146246 filed Jan-
uary 21, 2009, hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

Technical Field

[0002] The invention relates to displays such as com-
puter displays, televisions, home cinema displays, and
the like.

Background

[0003] The human eye contains three types of color
receptors (these are sometimes called red-absorbing
cones, green-absorbing cones and blue-absorbing
cones). These color receptors each respond to light over
a wide range of visible wavelengths. Each of the types
of receptor is most sensitive at a different wavelength.
Red-absorbing cones typically have a peak sensitivity at
roughly 565 nm. Green-absorbing cones typically have
peak sensitivity at roughly 535 nm. Blue-absorbing cones
typically have a peak sensitivity at roughly 440 nm. This
arrangement is illustrated schematically in figure 1. The
sensation of color perceived by a human observer when
light is incident upon the observer’s eye depends upon
the degree to which each of the three types of receptor
is excited by the incident light.
[0004] Conveniently, the human visual system ("HVS")
does not distinguish between light of different spectral
compositions that causes the same degree of stimulation
of each of the different types of color receptor (e.g. light
having different spectral power distributions that have
the same tristimulus values). A sensation of any color
within a gamut of colors can be created by exposing an
observer to light made up of a mixture of three primary
colors. The primary colors may each comprise only light
in a narrow band. Many current displays use different
mixtures of red, green and blue (RGB) light to generate
sensations of a large number of colors.
[0005] Saturation is a measure which takes into ac-
count intensity of light and the degree to which the light
is spread across the visible spectrum. Light that is both
very intense and concentrated in a narrow wavelength
range has a high saturation. Saturation is decreased as
the intensity decreases and/or the light contains spectral
components distributed over a broader wavelength band.
Saturation can be reduced by mixing in white or other
broad-band light.
[0006] Patent literature in the field of color display in-
cludes:

US patent Nos. 7397485; 7184067; 6570584;
6897876; 6724934; 6876764; 5563621; 6392717;

6453067;

US patent application No. 20050885147; and,

PCT publication Nos. WO2006010244; WO
02069030 and WO03/077013.

[0007] In WO2007132364 (A1), a display device com-
prising an image display unit, a backlight and a backlight
control unit is described. The image display unit is con-
figured to display an image and the backlight comprises
at least one group of light emitting sources arranged on
a substrate, said group comprising at least a red, a green,
a blue and a white light emitting source. The backlight
control means are configured to identify respective spe-
cific drive levels of the red, green and blue light sources,
select a drive level for the white light source in depend-
ence thereof and generate actual drive levels of the red,
green and blue light sources.
[0008] US2004264212 (A1) describes a liquid crystal
display module including a liquid crystal display panel, a
plurality of lamps for irradiating a first light onto the liquid
crystal display panel, and a back light unit including a
plurality of light emitting diode arrays, each of the light
emitting diode arrays having a plurality of light emitting
diodes arranged between the lamps to irradiate a second
light onto the liquid crystal display panel.
[0009] There is demand for displays capable of accu-
rately and consistently representing colors. There is a
need for displays, display components and associated
methods which can facilitate providing high quality color
images.

Summary of the Invention

[0010] The invention is defined by the independent
claim. Preferred embodiments are described by the de-
pendent claims. Only embodiments which comprise the
features of the independent claim are part of the inven-
tion. The invention has application in a wide variety of
types of display from televisions to digital cinema projec-
tors.
[0011] One aspect of the invention provides displays
comprising a viewing screen. A plurality of narrow-band
light-emitting elements are arranged to illuminate the
viewing screen with narrow-band light of a plurality of
colors. At least one broadband light source is arranged
to illuminate the viewing screen with broadband light hav-
ing a broadband spectral power distribution. In some em-
bodiments, the viewing screen comprises a spatial light
modulator. In some embodiments a spatial light modu-
lator is provided in an optical path between the narrow-
band light-emitting elements and the viewing screen.
[0012] Another aspect of the invention provides dis-
plays comprising a spatial light modulator comprising an
array of controllable pixels. A light source is arranged to
illuminate the spatial light modulator. The light source
comprises a plurality of groups of narrow-band light-emit-
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ting elements and at least one broadband light emitting
element capable of emitting broadband light. The narrow-
band light emitting elements of each group are capable
of emitting narrow-band light of one of a plurality of pri-
mary colors defining a color gamut. A controller is con-
figured to control the pixels of the spatial light modulator
and the light source according to image data defining an
image to be displayed.
[0013] Another aspect of the invention provides dis-
plays comprising a viewing screen, a color narrow-band
projector arranged to project an image made up of nar-
row-band light of a plurality of colors onto the viewing
screen; and a broadband light projector arranged to
project an image made up of broadband light onto the
viewing screen. A controller is configured to control the
relative amounts of broadband and narrow-band light
projected to areas on the viewing screen.
[0014] Another aspect of the invention provides meth-
ods for displaying color images. The methods may com-
prise, for each of a plurality of areas of the image: deter-
mining a chromaticity for the area and determining an
amount of light in each of a plurality of spectral ranges
required to replicate the area of the image. If the chro-
maticity for the area is within a chroma region one or
more broadband light emitters is controlled to generate
at least the required amount of light for each of the spec-
tral ranges for the area. If the chromaticity for the area is
outside the chroma region, one or more narrow-band light
emitters are controlled to generate at least a portion of
the required amount of light for one or more of the spectral
ranges for the area. The method may be implemented
by a controler for a display, for example.
[0015] Another aspect of the invention provide meth-
ods for displaying color images on a display. The display
comprises a plurality of controllable narrow-band light
emitting elements capable of emitting narrow-band light
of a plurality of primary colors defining a color gamut and
one or more broadband light emitting elements. The
methods comprise, for each of a plurality of areas of the
image to be displayed: determining a representative
chromaticity of the area; determining if the representative
chromaticity is in a defined chroma region; if the repre-
sentative chromaticity is not in the defined chroma region,
then establishing driving signals for the narrow-band light
emitting elements that correspond to the area; if the rep-
resentative chromaticity is in the defined chroma region,
then establishing driving signals for the broadband light
emitting elements that correspond to the area; and ap-
plying the driving signals to the broadband or narrow-
band light emitting elements that correspond to the area.
[0016] Another aspect of the invention provides meth-
ods for displaying color images. The methods comprise
generating portions of the image for which image data
specifies colors having saturation values above a thresh-
old with light from one or more narrow-band light emitters
and generating portions of the image for which the image
data specifies colors having saturation values below the
threshold with light from one or more broadband light

emitters.
[0017] Another aspect of the invention provides meth-
ods for displaying color images. The methods use a plu-
rality of controllable narrow-band light emitting elements
capable of emitting narrow-band light of a plurality of pri-
mary colors and one or more controllable broadband light
emitting elements. The methods comprise, for each of a
plurality of areas of the image: determining a represent-
ative chromaticity and luminance for the area; determin-
ing saturation indices for the primary colors based at least
in part on the representative chromaticity and luminance;
and comparing the saturation indices to first and second
thresholds, wherein the second threshold is greater than
the first threshold. If all the saturation indices are less
than the first threshold, the methods proceed to deter-
mine driving values for the broadband light emitters cor-
responding to the area. Otherwise, if any of the saturation
indices are greater than the second threshold, the meth-
ods determine driving values for the narrow-band light
emitters corresponding to the area. Otherwise, if none of
the saturation indices are greater than the second thresh-
old and not all of the saturation indices are less than the
first threshold, the methods determine driving values for
both the broadband and narrow-band light emitters cor-
responding to the area.
[0018] Another aspect of the invention provides meth-
ods for displaying color images. The methods use a plu-
rality of controllable narrow-band light emitting elements
capable of emitting narrow-band light of a plurality of pri-
mary colors and one or more controllable broadband light
emitting elements that are arranged to illuminate a two-
dimensional spatial light modulator comprising an array
of pixels. The methods comprise, for each of a plurality
of areas of the spatial light modulator: determining color
values for pixels within the area; determining an initial
set of driving values for the narrow-band light emitting
elements corresponding to the area based at least in part
on the color values; for pixels within the area, estimating
an amount of desaturation resulting from illumination of
the pixel from the narrow-band light emitting elements
driven according to the initial set of driving values; deter-
mining driving values for those of the broadband light
emitting elements corresponding to the area based at
least in part on the estimated amounts of desaturations;
and recalculating the set of driving values for the narrow-
band light emitting elements corresponding to the area
based at least in part on the driving values of the broad-
band light emitting elements and information character-
izing a spectrum of light from the broadband light emitting
elements.
[0019] Another aspect of the invention provides con-
trollers for colour displays. The controllers are configured
to control displays comprising a plurality of controllable
narrow-band light emitting elements, one or more con-
trollable broadband light emitting elements and a spatial
light modulator comprising an array of controllable pixels.
the controllers are configured to display a color image
by: determining a representative chromaticity for an area
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of the image; determining a relative amount of broadband
light to narrow-band light to provide to a corresponding
area of the spatial light modulator based at least in part
on the representative chromaticity; controlling the broad-
band and narrow-band emitting elements to provide the
determined relative amounts of broadband to narrow-
band light to the area; and controlling the pixels of the
spatial light modulator to adjust an amount of the light
that is passed to a viewer to replicate the image to be
displayed.
[0020] Another aspect of the invention provides tangi-
ble storage media containing machine-readable instruc-
tions that can cause a data processor in a controller for
a color display to perform a method of displaying a color
image according to any of the inventive methods de-
scribed herein.
[0021] Another aspect of the invention provides meth-
ods for displaying color images. The methods comprise,
for each of a plurality of areas of the image: determining
a saturation value corresponding to the area for each of
a plurality of spectral ranges; comparing the saturation
values to corresponding thresholds; if the saturation val-
ues are less than the corresponding thresholds, gener-
ating the area of the image with light from one or more
broadband light emitters; and, if one or more of the sat-
uration values exceeds the corresponding threshold gen-
erating the area of the image with light from one or more
narrow-band light emitters.
[0022] Another aspect of the invention provides con-
trollers for color displays and components for controllers
of color displays that are configured to control the color
displays according to any of the inventive methods de-
scribed herein.
[0023] Further aspects of the invention and features of
specific embodiments of the invention are described be-
low.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0024] The accompanying drawings illustrate non-lim-
iting embodiments of the invention.

Figure 1 is a graph illustrating the response of color
sensors of the human eye to light of different wave-
lengths in the visible spectrum.

Figure 2 is a graph illustrating the response of color
sensors of the human eye to light of different wave-
lengths in the visible spectrum illustrating schemat-
ically a variation between two individual humans.

Figure 3 is a block diagram of a display according to
an example embodiment of the invention.

Figure 4 is a front view of a backlight of a type that
may be used in embodiments of the invention.

Figure 5 is a schematic cross section through a por-

tion of a display incorporating a backlight having nar-
row-band and broadband light emitters.

Figure 5A is a block diagram of a display according
to another example embodiment.

Figure 5B is a block diagram of a display according
to another example embodiment.

Figure 6 is a CIE chromaticity diagram illustrating
schematically control regions that may be applied
for controlling light sources in example embodi-
ments.

Figure 7 is a flow chart illustrating a method accord-
ing to an example embodiment.

Figure 8 is a schematic view of a gamut in an arbitrary
color space indicating example saturation indices for
one primary color.

Figure 9 is an example method for setting values for
driving light sources based on saturation indices.

Figure 10 is a schematic cross section through a
portion of a display according to another embodi-
ment.

Figure 11 is a flow chart illustrating a method accord-
ing to an example embodiment.

Description

[0025] Throughout the following description, specific
details are set forth in order to provide a more thorough
understanding of the invention. However, the invention
may be practiced without these particulars. In other in-
stances, well known elements have not been shown or
described in detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the
invention. Accordingly, the specification and drawings
are to be regarded in an illustrative, rather than a restric-
tive, sense.
[0026] The invention relates to displays, components
for displays and related methods. Narrow-band light
sources can advantageously provide highly-saturated
colors. A set of narrow-band light sources of appropriate
chromacities can provide a wide color gamut. Some
types of narrow-band light emitter are advantageously
efficient.
[0027] The inventors have determined that current dis-
play technology which uses narrow-band light sources,
such as primary-color LEDs, does not adequately take
into account variations in color receptors across the hu-
man population. These variations can result in different
observers disagreeing as to whether a subjective color
sensation produced by viewing a display matches that
for a particular color which the display is intended to re-
produce. Such apparent color mismatches may be called
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’observer metameric failures’. Observer metameric fail-
ures can result in some observers seeing that a displayed
color matches a color sample whereas other observers
disagree that the displayed color matches the color sam-
ple. This problem is particularly acute in cases where the
primary light sources are narrow-band light sources. The
inventors have recognized a need for displays that can
advantageously exploit narrow-band light sources while
reducing or avoiding metameric failures.
[0028] This problem is illustrated by Figure 2 which
shows the simple example case where the response
curve A of a first color receptor of a first person is shifted
by an amount Δλ relative to the response curve A’ of a
second person. Consider the case where these two per-
sons are exposed to two "off-white" color samples; one
composed of a mixture of narrow-band red light R1, nar-
row-band green light Gland narrow-band blue light B1,
and the other composed of light having a broad spectrum
W. Further, consider that response curve A of the first
person is such that he or she perceives the two samples
to be of identical color (in other words the two samples
cause the same degree of stimulation of each of the dif-
ferent types of color receptors for that person). As is il-
lustrated in Figure 2, the different response curves A and
A’ will result in a significant difference in the output of the
first color receptor for the two persons in relation to the
narrow-band light sample (e.g. a difference of ΔR1 for
the red receptors), but will not result in a significant dif-
ference in the output of the color receptor for the two
persons in relation to the broadband light W. Thus, the
second person will not agree that the two samples are
of identical color. Some embodiments of the invention
address this issue while maintaining the benefits of high
saturation and wide color gamut that can be achieved
through the appropriate application of narrow-band light
sources.
[0029] Figure 3 illustrates a display 10 according to an
example embodiment of the invention. Display 10 com-
prises a light source 12, a color spatial light modulator
14 and a control system 16 that drives light source 12
and spatial modulator 14 to display a desired image for
viewing. Light travels from light source 12 to color spatial
light modulator 14 by way of an optical transfer path 13.
Optical transfer path 13 may comprise open space and/or
may pass through one or more optical components that
influence the propagation of light. By way of example
only, optical transfer path 13 may comprise optical com-
ponents such as diffusers, anti-reflection films, light
guides, mirrors, lenses, prisms, beam splitters, beam
combiners or the like.
[0030] Light source 12 comprises a plurality of inde-
pendently-controllable light-emitting elements. The light
emitting elements include narrow-band light emitting el-
ements 18 and broad-band light emitting elements 19.
Narrow-band light emitting elements 18 are of a plurality
of types (18A, 18B and 18C are shown) that define a
color gamut. For example, narrow-band light emitting el-
ements 18 may comprise:

sources of red, green and blue light;
sources of red, green, blue and yellow light;
sources of light of three, four, five or more primary
colors that define a color gamut; etc.

[0031] By way of example, narrow-band light emitting
elements 18 may comprise light-emitting diodes (LEDs),
other light-emitting semiconductor devices such as laser
diodes, lasers, other sources of narrow-band light such
as light that has been filtered by narrow-band filters, or
the like. In some embodiments narrow-band light emitting
elements 18 each emit light that is monochromatic or
quasi-monochromatic. In some embodiments the nar-
row-band light emitting elements emit light having a
bandwidth of 50 nm or less.
[0032] In some but not all embodiments broadband
light emitting elements 19 emit white light having a rela-
tively wide spectral distribution. Broad-band light emitting
elements may comprise, for example:

fluorescent lamps;
incandescent lamps;
white-emitting LEDs;
stimulated phosphors;
etc.

[0033] In some embodiments, broadband light emitting
elements 19 emit light having a spectral bandwidth (at
half maximum) of at least 150 nm. In some embodiments,
broadband light emitting elements 19 emit light having a
spectral bandwidth (at half maximum) of at least 200 nm.
[0034] Broad-band light emitting elements 19 are not
limited to being of only one type. Some embodiments
provide two or more types of broadband light emitting
elements 19 capable of emitting light having different,
possibly overlapping, broadband spectra. Examples of
broadband light emitting elements that may be provided
include:

white light sources (in some embodiments multiple
white light sources having different white points);
broadband blue-green light sources;
broadband yellow light sources;
broadband magenta light sources;
mixtures thereof;
etc.

[0035] It is not mandatory that each broadband light
source 19 be made up of only a single device. A broad-
band light source 19 may comprise two or more light-
emitting devices that are controlled together to emit light
that is combined at or upstream from spatial light modu-
lator 14 to provide broadband illumination of spatial light
modulator 14.
[0036] Color spatial light modulator 14 comprises an
array of individually-controllable elements that pass light
in corresponding color bands. Spatial modulator 14 may
comprise, for example an array of addressable pixels
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each pixel having a plurality of addressable sub-pixels.
The sub-pixels are associated with corresponding color
filters. The sub-pixels are controllable to vary the amount
of the light that is incident on the sub-pixel that is passed
to a viewer. The color filters of spatial light modulator 14
may have pass bands significantly broader than the
peaks in the emission spectra for the narrow-band light
emitters 18.
[0037] Color spatial light modulator 14 may, for exam-
ple, comprise a reflection-type spatial light modulator or
a transmission-type spatial light modulator. By way of
example, spatial light modulator 14 may comprise a liquid
crystal display (LCD) panel. The display panel may be,
for example an RGB or RGBW display panel. In other
example embodiments, spatial light modulator 14 may
comprise a liquid crystal on silicon (LCOS) or other re-
flective-type spatial light modulator.
[0038] Control system 16 comprises one or more of:
logic circuits (which may be hard-wired or provided by a
configurable logic device such as a field-programmable
gate array - ’FPGA’); one or more programmed data proc-
essors (for example, the data processors may comprise
microprocessors, digital signal processors, programma-
ble graphics processors, co-processors or the like); and
suitable combinations thereof. A tangible storage medi-
um may be provided that contains instructions that can
cause control system 16 to be configured to provide logic
functions as described herein. The tangible storage me-
dium may, for example, comprise software instructions
to be executed by one or more data processors and/or
configuration information for one or more configurable
logic circuits.
[0039] Control system 16 is configured to generate
driving signals for light emitters 18, 19 of light source 12
and controllable elements of spatial light modulator 14 in
response to image data. The image data may comprise
data specifying one or more still images or data specifying
a moving image (for example, a sequence of video
frames).
[0040] Some embodiments of the invention provide du-
al modulation type displays. In such displays a pattern
of light is projected onto a spatial light modulator. The
pattern is controlled according to image data and the spa-
tial light modulator further modulates light in the pattern
to yield an image viewable by an observer. Some exam-
ples of such displays have individual backlights that can
be locally dimmed. Some examples of dual modulation
type displays are described in: PCT/CA2005/000807
published as WO2006010244 and entitled RAPID IM-
AGE RENDERING ON DUAL-MODULATOR DIS-
PLAYS; PCT/CA2002/000255 published as WO
02069030 and entitled HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE DIS-
PLAY DEVICES; and PCT/CA2003/000350 published as
WO03/077013 and entitled HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE
DISPLAY DEVICES.
[0041] Where display 10 is a dual modulation type dis-
play, light source 12 is controllable to alter the spatial
distribution of light over the controllable elements of spa-

tial modulator 14 from at least narrow-band light emitting
elements 18 and controller 16 controls the spatial distri-
bution of light from at least narrow-band light emitting
elements 18 over spatial light modulator 14 .
[0042] In the example embodiment described below,
light source 12 is controllable to alter the spatial distribu-
tion of light produced on spatial modulator 14 from nar-
row-band light emitting elements 18 and broadband light
emitting elements 19. This control may be achieved in a
variety of ways including:
[0043] providing in light source 12 one or more spatial
light modulators configured to permit control of the spatial
distribution on spatial light modulator 14 of light emitted
by light source 12; and,
[0044] providing in light source 12 a plurality of individ-
ually-controllable light emitting elements that each illu-
minate different parts of spatial light modulator 14 in dif-
ferent degrees. In some embodiments each of the types
of light-emitting elements are fairly uniformly distributed
over an area of light source 12. Within each type of the
light-emitting elements individual light-emitting elements
or individual groups of the light-emitting elements are
controllable so as to alter a distribution of light from the
light-emitting elements at spatial light modulator 14.
[0045] The control may comprise adjusting the bright-
ness of individual light-emitting elements or groups of the
light-emitting elements. The brightness may be control-
led, for example, by setting one or more of a driving cur-
rent, driving voltage, and duty cycle, for a light-emitting
element such as a LED. Where there is a sufficiently high
density of individual light-emitting elements, the control
may comprise turning individual ones of the light-emitting
elements on or off. For example, if each area of spatial
light modulator 14 is illuminated primarily by a group of
15 closely-spaced light-emitting elements of a particular
type then an area of spatial light modulator 14 can be
illuminated at any one of 16 different levels by turning on
zero, one, two or up to all 15 of the corresponding light-
emitting elements.
[0046] Figure 4 shows a portion of an example light
source 20 that includes a plurality of each of the different
types of light-emitting elements. Light source 20 may be
used as a light source 12 in the apparatus of Figure 3,
for example. In the illustrated example, light source 20
has interspersed arrays of red-, green- and blue-emitting
light emitting elements 21A, 21B and 21C (collectively
RGB light emitting elements 21). RGB light emitting ele-
ments 21 may comprise LEDs, for example. In such em-
bodiments, the LEDs may comprise discrete devices or
parts of larger components on which multiple LEDs are
formed. The LEDs may comprise organic LEDs (OLEDs)
in some embodiments. Light source 20 also comprises
an array of white light emitting elements 23. In the illus-
trated embodiment, elements 23 are distributed among
RGB light emitting elements 21. White light emitting el-
ements 23 may comprise white-emitting LEDs, for exam-
ple.
[0047] For convenience of illustration, light source 20
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is illustrated as having equal numbers of each type of
RGB light emitting elements 21 and white light emitting
elements 23. This is not mandatory. Some of the types
of light source may be distributed more densely than oth-
ers over light source 20. For example, RGB light emitting
elements 21 may be distributed in the general manner
described in PCT patent application No.
PCT/CA2004/002200 published as WO2006/638122,
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.
[0048] Figure 5 shows an example display 24 in which
light source 20 is configured as a backlight for a trans-
mission-type spatial light modulator panel 25 having ad-
dressable pixels 26. Light from light source 20 impinges
on a face 25A of panel 25 after passing through region
27. In the illustrated embodiment, light from each of the
light emitters of light source 20 spreads according to a
point-spread function dependent on the characteristics
of the light emitter as well as the characteristics and ge-
ometry of region 27.
[0049] Light from nearby light emitters of each type can
overlap at panel 25 such that each pixel 26 of panel 25
can be illuminated by light from at least one light emitter
of each type. In some embodiments the point spread
functions of the light emitters are broad enough and the
spacing of the light emitters is close enough that each
pixel 26 of panel 25 can be illuminated by at least two
light emitters of each type of narrow-band light emitter
(in the illustrated embodiment, each type of RGB emitters
21). In the illustrated embodiment, each light emitter of
light source 20 can illuminate multiple pixels 26 of panel
25.
[0050] It is not mandatory that the light-emitters of the
different types of light-emitters are interspersed on a
common substrate or in a common plane. In alternative
embodiments separate arrays of light-emitters of one or
more different types are provided and patterns of light
from the separate arrays are combined upstream from
or at spatial light modulator 14. Figure 5A illustrates one
example embodiment wherein light from narrow-band
light emitters 28A, 28B and 28C is combined at an optical
combiner and delivered to illuminate spatial light modu-
lator 14. Light from broadband light source 18 also illu-
minates spatial light modulator 14.
[0051] Narrow-band light emitters 28A, 28B and 28C
may comprise separate arrays of narrow-band light emit-
ters, for example. In other example embodiments:
[0052] two or more types of the narrow-band light emit-
ters are interspersed in one array and the resulting light
is combined with light from one or more other types of
the narrow-band emitters before passing to spatial light
modulator 14;
[0053] light from broadband light source 18 is com-
bined with light from one or more other types of the nar-
row-band emitters before passing to spatial light modu-
lator 14;
[0054] broadband light emitters and one or more types
of the narrow-band light emitters are interspersed in one
array and the resulting light is combined with light from

one or more other types of the narrow-band emitters
and/or one or more other types of broadband light emit-
ters before passing to spatial light modulator 14.
[0055] Figure 5B is a block diagram illustrating a dis-
play 40 according to another example embodiment. Dis-
play 40 has a color narrow-band projector 41 arranged
to project an image onto a viewing screen 42. Screen 42
may comprise a front- or rear-projection screen of any
suitable type. Screen 42 may be built into a common
housing with projector 41 or may be separate. Color nar-
row-band projector 41 may comprise any known projec-
tor construction in which an image made up of narrow-
band light is projected onto screen 42. In some embod-
iments, projector 41 comprises the optics of a laser pro-
jector. In some embodiments projector 41 comprises one
or more spatial light modulators to imagewise modulate
light from suitable narrow-band light emitters. In some
embodiments, projector 41 scans one or more beams of
light onto screen 42.
[0056] A broadband projector 43 is also arranged to
project light onto viewing screen 42. The light projected
by projectors 41 and 43 is combined at screen 42 so that
the light reaching a viewer from any location on screen
42 is a combination of the narrow-band light from projec-
tor 41 and broadband light from projector 43. A controller
16 receives image data and controls the light projected
by the narrow-band projector 41 and broadband projector
43 so that the combined light from the two projectors
yields a desired image when viewed by a viewer. Con-
troller 16 controls the relative amounts of broadband and
narrow-band light projected onto each location on screen
42 as described herein. Display 40 may be capable of
reducing the amount of broadband light at some locations
on screen 42 to provide highly saturated colors and in-
creasing the proportion of broadband light at other loca-
tions of screen 42 to provide flesh tones and other colors
for which metameric failures are reduced when images
projected on screen 42 are viewed by a wide cross sec-
tion of viewers.
[0057] Broadband projector 43 has a spatial resolution
significantly lower than that of color projector 41 in some
embodiments. For example, the spatial resolution of
broadband projector 43 is a factor of 2 to 20 smaller in
each direction than that of color projector 41 in some
embodiments. In alternative embodiments of display 40
the broadband light (which could comprise white light) is
introduced into the optical path of projector 41 upstream
from screen 42.
[0058] Figure 6 shows a CIE chromaticity diagram.
Curved boundary 30 encompasses the colors that can
be perceived by the HVS (of a ’standard observer’). Point
31 indicates achromatic light. Triangle 32 encompasses
a color gamut that can be generated by narrow-band light
sources emitting light having chromaticities R2, G2 and
B2. As indicated by the dashed lines 32A, the color gamut
can be increased by adding light sources of one or more
additional primary colors. An optional additional set of
light sources capable of emitting light of chromaticity X2
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is indicated in Figure 6. It can be seen that the addition
of light sources of chromaticity X2 increases the gamut
from triangle 32 to the polygon having vertices at R2 G2,
B2, and X2 (see Figure 6).
[0059] Also shown schematically in Figure 6 is a limited
gamut 34 of colors that can be accurately reproduced by
panel 25 if illuminated only by light from broadband light
emitters 23. The size of gamut 34 is, in general, a function
of luminance. The shape of the boundary of gamut 34
depends upon the spectrum of light from the broadband
light emitters. The illustration of gamut 34 in Figure 6 is
schematic. In the illustrated embodiment, gamut 34 is
contained entirely within triangle 32 which corresponds
to a gamut of colors that can be accurately reproduced
by panel 25 if illuminated only by light from narrow-band
light emitters of chromaticities R2, G2 and B2.
[0060] One aspect of this invention provides a method
50 as illustrated in Figure 7 that may be implemented in
control system 16. Method 50 receives image data in
block 52 and in block 54 method 50 determines from the
image data a chromacity and luminance specified for an
area of an image to be displayed. The area comprises a
pixel or group of pixels of the image to be displayed. Block
54 is performed for each area of the image to be dis-
played. In some embodiments, the image is subdivided
into a plurality of areas each comprising ap lurality of
pixels and block 54 is performed for each of the areas.
[0061] In some embodiments each area of spatial mod-
ulator 14 being considered comprises multiple image pix-
els. In such embodiments single chromaticity and lumi-
nance values representing the area may be obtained in
a variety of ways. For example, a representative lumi-
nance may comprise:

luminance averaged over the pixels of the image ar-
ea;
a maximum luminance of the pixels in the image ar-
ea;
a weighted average of luminance values for pixels
in the image area wherein brighter pixels and/or pix-
els in contiguous groups with other pixels of similar
brightness are weighted more heavily while dimmer
pixels and/or isolated pixels are weighted less heav-
ily.

[0062] Representative luminance may be determined
separately for each of a plurality of color bands corre-
sponding to sub-pixels of spatial light modulator 14.
[0063] A representative chromaticity may be obtained
in a variety of ways. For example, a representative chro-
maticity may comprise:

chromaticity averaged over the pixels of the image
area;
a weighted average of chromaticity values. In the
weighted average, pixels having more highly satu-
rated chromaticities and/or pixels located in contig-
uous groups with other pixels having similar chro-

maticities may be weighted more heavily than other
pixels.

[0064] In block 56 method 50 determines for each area
whether or not the chromacity falls within a chroma re-
gion. The chroma region may correspond to gamut 34 or
may be a region within gamut 34. The chroma region
includes achromatic point 31 in preferred embodiments.
[0065] In various embodiments, the determination of
block 56 is based at least on:

chromacity; or
chromacity and luminance.

[0066] Where the determination in block 56 is based
on luminance then, in some embodiments, the chroma
region is defined based at least in part on the luminance
(for example: different chroma regions may be used for
different luminance ranges; a prototype chroma region
may be scaled in response to a luminance value; or a
boundary of the chroma region may be defined based at
least in part on a luminance value) and then the chromac-
ity is compared to the chroma region. Defining the chroma
region may comprise, for example:

• retrieving one of a plurality of predefined chroma re-
gions based at least in part on the luminance;

• modifying a boundary of a prototype chroma region
in a manner that is a function of the luminance;

• generating a chroma region as a predetermined
function of the luminance.

[0067] Figure 6 shows schematically a chroma region
35. In some embodiments, chroma region 35 is selected
such that whether or not a particular chromaticity (as de-
termined in block 54) falls within or outside of chroma
region 35 can be determined with simple logic and/or
simple computations. For example, chroma region 35
may comprise a region defined by:

• inequalities of CIE chromaticity values x and y (e.g.
x1≤x≤x2 and y1≤y≤y2 where x1, x2, y1, and y2, are
predetermined values);

• inequalities of a function of CIE chromaticity values
x and y (e.g. |x2+y2|≤R where R is a predetermined
value);

• inequalities of coordinates or functions of coordi-
nates in another color space such as an RGB, CIE-
LUV, CIEXYZ, CIEUWV, CIELAB, YUV, YIQ, YCb-
Cr, xvYCC, HSV, HSL, NCS etc. color space;

• etc.

[0068] In some embodiments one or more lookup ta-
bles are provided and determining whether or not a chro-
maticity corresponding to an image area falls within a
chroma region comprises looking up a value from the
lookup tables using one or more chromaticity coordi-
nates.
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[0069] If block 56 determines that the chromacity for
an image area does fall within the chroma region then,
in block 58, a driving value is determined for one or more
broadband light emitters 23 that correspond to the area.
If block 56 determines that the chromacity falls outside
of the chroma region then, in block 59 driving values are
determined for the plurality of narrow-band light emitters
21 that correspond to the area. As described below, in
other embodiments for areas having some chroma val-
ues, driving values are determined for both narrow-band
light emitters 21 and broadband light emitters 23.
[0070] Based on the driving values determined in
blocks 58 and/or 59, block 60 estimates a light field at
panel 25. Separate light fields are estimated for spectral
ranges corresponding to each color of sub-pixel in panel
25 as indicated by blocks 60A through 60C. Where panel
25 has more than three types of sub-pixel (for example
where panel 25 is a RGBW panel or a RGBY panel) then
more light fields may be estimated in block 60. The esti-
mated light fields may comprise maps that specify lumi-
nance values at the locations of sub-pixels of panel 25.
In some embodiments, estimating each light field com-
prises estimating contributions to the light field from one
type of the narrow-band light emitters corresponding to
the light field and from the broadband light-emitters.
[0071] A light field may be estimated by determining
and summing light from individual contributing light-emit-
ters for a plurality of locations on spatial light modulator
14. The contribution made by an individual light-emitter
to different areas on spatial light emitter 14 may be esti-
mated based on a driving value with which the light emit-
ter is to be driven, a predetermined relationship between
light output and the driving value and on a point-spread
or other similar function that represents how light from
that light emitter is distributed over spatial light modulator
14. By way of example only, the light field may be esti-
mated in a way like that described in PCT application No.
PCT/CA2005/000807 published under No. WO
2006/010244 and entitled RAPID IMAGE RENDERING
ON DUAL-MODULATOR DISPLAYS which is hereby in-
corporated herein by reference.
[0072] In block 62 driving signals are determined for
each of the sub-pixels in panel 25. The driving signals
may be determined, for example, by dividing a desired
luminance for the sub-pixel (the desired luminance is de-
termined from image data defining an image to be dis-
played) by the value of the light field corresponding to
the sub-pixel’s type (e.g. red, blue or green) at the loca-
tion of the sub-pixel.
[0073] In block 65 the driving signals determined in
block 62 are applied to the sub-pixels of panel 25 and
the driving signals determined in blocks 58 and/or 59 are
applied to drive light source 20. This results in the desired
image being displayed to a viewer. Portions of the image
can have highly-saturated reds, blues or greens (in such
portions the broadband light source(s) contribute rela-
tively little light). Other portions of the image can include
a significant amount of broadband light.

[0074] Blocks 58 and 59 may comprise applying spatial
and/or temporal filters in order to avoid visible artefacts
resulting from factors such as:

• lines along which the illumination of panel 25 chang-
es sharply;

• sudden temporal changes in the illumination of indi-
vidual areas of panel 25;

• illumination of areas of panel 25 being too bright for
sub-pixels in the areas to attenuate the light to de-
sired levels;

• etc.

The filters comprise suitable digital filters in some em-
bodiments.
[0075] In method 50 each area of panel 25 is illuminat-
ed primarily either by light from broadband light emitters
or by light from narrow-band light emitters. In some em-
bodiments, light from broadband light emitters is blended
with light from narrow-band light emitters with the balance
of light from broad- and narrow-band light emitters being
determined at least in part on the basis of: the desired
color; or the desired color and desired intensity for a cor-
responding area of the image to be displayed.
[0076] In some embodiments, such blending is per-
formed when the chromaticity for an area of an image is
outside of a first chroma region (e.g. chroma region 35
of Figure 6) and inside another chroma region (e.g. chro-
ma region 35A of Figure 6). Figure 6 shows chroma re-
gions 35 and 35A as having different shapes but this is
not mandatory. In some embodiments, such blending is
performed for all colors.
[0077] In an example embodiment, C1 is a first chroma
region and C2 is a second chroma region and C1 ⊂ C2.
If for an area the representative chromaticity (as deter-
mined for example in block 54) is given by c then:

$ if c ∈ C1 generate driving signals only for the cor-
responding broadband light sources;
$ if c ∈ C2 and c ∉ C1 then generate driving signals
for both the corresponding broadband light sources
and the corresponding narrow-band light sources;
and,
$ if c ∉ C2 generate driving signals for the corre-
sponding narrow-band light sources only.

In some embodiments, an area of C1 is at least © of an
area of C2.
[0078] Blending may be performed non-linearly such
that it is perceptually smooth. In some embodiments, the
relative amount of broadband light to narrow-band light
is determined at least in part based upon the size of the
MacAdam ellipse (or equivalent where chomaticity is de-
fined on coordinates other than CIE x y values) for the
given chromaticity. For chromaticities for which the Mac-
Adam ellipse is larger (meaning that the HVS is less sen-
sitive to changes in chromaticity) more broadband light
may be provided than for chromaticities for which the
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MacAdam ellipse is smaller (meaning that the HVS is
more sensitive to changes in chromaticity). Because lu-
minance and chromaticity can be corrected on a pixel-
by-pixel basis by suitably setting values for the sub-pixels
of spatial light modulator 14, it is not mandatory that the
blending be precise. A function that to first order is pro-
portional to the size of MacAdam ellipses could be ap-
plied in determining the relative amounts of broadband
and narrow-band light to blend in an area of spatial light
modulator 14 corresponding to a particular area of an
image to be displayed.
[0079] In some embodiments, the amount of broad-
band light to be blended with narrow-band light is deter-
mined based on a distance from a reference point within
gamut 34 to the representative chromaticity of the area
in question. The reference point may conveniently cor-
respond to achromatic point 31. The proportion of broad-
band light may be a function of the distance from the
reference point that drops off monotonically with distance
from the reference point or remains fixed (in some em-
bodiments fixed at 100%) up to a first distance from the
reference point and then drops off monotonically with in-
creasing distance from the reference point.
[0080] In some embodiments the amount of broad-
band light to be blended with narrow-band light is also
based on luminance (or brightness) of the area (for ex-
ample the representative luminance as described
above). Above a threshold brightness (the threshold may
be a function of chromaticity) the amount of broadband
light to be blended with narrow-band light for a particular
image area may be increased.
[0081] In some embodiments, the amount of broad-
band light to be blended with narrow-band light is based
on a saturation index for each primary color (e.g. for each
set of narrow-band light emitting elements). For each pri-
mary color, the saturation index is essentially a measure
of how closely light of the primary color alone matches
the chromaticity for the area). If the saturation index for
one primary color is relatively high (e.g. above a thresh-
old) then the amount of broadband light to be blended
with narrow-band light for an area may be made small or
none. If the saturation indices for all of the primary colors
are relatively low (e.g. below a threshold or below corre-
sponding thresholds for the different colors) then the
amount of broadband light to be blended with narrow-
band light for the area may be made large (up to 100%).
[0082] By way of example, Figure 8 shows a color gam-
ut 70 in some two-dimensional color space defined by
four primary colors Y1 through Y4. Chromacities Z1
through Z3 are marked within gamut 70. For primary color
Y1, Z1 has a high saturation index (to make Z1 using the
primaries Y1 through Y4 one would use a lot of Y1 and
not very much of all of the other primaries combined). On
the other hand, Z2 and Z3 have much lower saturation
indices for primary color Y1. Z3 is close to primary color
Y4 and therefore has a relatively high saturation index
for primary color Y4. Z2 has a relatively low saturation
index for all of primaries Y1 through Y4.

[0083] Figure 9 shows an example method 76 for de-
termining a desired amount of light for an area from each
of a plurality of types of narrow-band light emitters and
a broad-band light emitter. At block 78, method 76 obtains
chromaticity and brightness information for the area. At
block 79 a saturation index is determined for primary
colors corresponding to each of the plurality of types of
narrow-band light emitters. At block 80, the saturation
indices are compared to a first threshold. If all of the sat-
uration indices are below the first threshold then at block
81 a value is set for the broadband light emitters. Block
81 may comprise determining separately for spectral
ranges corresponding to each color of sub-pixels of spa-
tial light modulator 14 how much light in that spectral
range is required to replicate an image to be displayed.
The required amount of light may be determined by: con-
sidering the observed intensities specified by image data;
and applying known characteristics of the spectrum of
the broadband light to determine how intense the broad-
band light should be to provide at least the required
amount of light in each spectral range.
[0084] Otherwise method 76 proceeds to block 82
which compares the saturation indices to a second
threshold greater than the first threshold. If one of the
saturation indices is above the second threshold value
then, method 76 proceeds to block 83 comprising blocks
83A through 83C which determine values for each type
of narrow-band emitter.
[0085] Otherwise method 76 proceeds to block 84
which determines an amount of broadband light to apply.
This may be done in various ways including:

• Proceeding in the manner described above for block
81 and then reducing the amount of broadband light
by a factor. The factor may be based on one or more
of the saturation indices. The factor may be based,
for example, on: a highest one or more of the satu-
ration indices; an average of the saturation indices;
or the like;

• Proceeding as described above for block 81 but not
taking into account: light for the primary color having
the highest saturation index; or alternatively not tak-
ing into account light for a plurality of primary colors
having the highest saturation indices; or alternatively
taking into account only light for primary colors hav-
ing the lowest saturation indices or the like and op-
tionally reducing the amount of broadband light by a
factor. The factor may be based on one or more of
the saturation indices.

• Applying a predetermined amount of broadband
light;

• etc.

[0086] Block 85, comprising blocks 85A through 85C,
determines the amount of light to be added for each type
of narrow-band emitter. Block 85 may comprise, for ex-
ample, determining values for each type of narrow-band
emitter without reference to the broadband light and then
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from each of the determined values subtracting an
amount of light in the corresponding wavelength range
contributed by the broadband light output determined in
block 84.
[0087] Method 76 may be applied for each of a plurality
of areas which cover spatial light modulator 14. Driving
values for individual light emitters of each type of narrow-
band light emitter and the broadband light emitters may
be determined from the results of method 76. These de-
terminations may comprise applying spatial and/or tem-
poral filters, as described above, to avoid noticeable ar-
tefacts resulting from illumination levels on spatial light
modulator 14 that change abruptly in space or time at
locations or times that do not correspond to changes in
the image content.
[0088] It is not mandatory that the broadband light emit-
ters be controllable with the same intensity resolution as
the narrow-band light emitters. For example, where con-
trol is exercised by selecting one or more discrete values
corresponding to discrete levels of light emission, in
some embodiments the broadband light emitters are con-
trollable in fewer discrete steps than the narrow-band
light emitters. In some embodiments, broad-band light
emitters for each area are controllable to be either on or
off.
[0089] It is not mandatory that the broadband light emit-
ters be controllable with the same spatial resolution as
the narrow-band light emitters. In some embodiments
the broadband light emitters are controllable with a sig-
nificantly lower spatial resolution than the narrow-band
light emitters. In an extreme example, the broadband light
source illuminates the entire area of spatial light modu-
lator 14 and the amount of broadband light delivered to
different areas of spatial light modulator 14 is not inde-
pendently controllable. In some embodiments, a broad-
band light source illuminates the entire area of spatial
light modulator at a moderate level that is not changed
in response to image data. Such embodiments may op-
tionally have one or more other broadband light sources
that are controlled (spatially and/or temporally) in re-
sponse to image data.
[0090] In methods according to some embodiments,
driving signals are generated for a plurality of types of
narrow-band light emitters and at least one type of broad-
band light emitters that are arranged to illuminate a two-
dimensional spatial light modulator. The spatial light
modulator comprises a transmissive panel, such as an
LCD panel in some embodiments. The light emitters of
each type include individually-controllable light emitters.
Areas of the spatial light modulator are illuminated to dif-
ferent degrees by different ones of the individually-con-
trollable light emitters. The light emitted by different
neighboring ones of the individually-controllable light
emitters of each type overlap. Each individually-control-
lable light emitter comprises one or more devices that
emits light. For example, in some embodiments the indi-
vidally-controllable light emitters comprise LEDs or
groups of LEDs.

[0091] Figure 11 shows an example method 100 for
determining driving values for the individually-controlla-
ble light emitters comprising the following steps.

• For an area of the spatial light modulator, determin-
ing color values for pixels within the area (block 102).
The color values may comprise values correspond-
ing to the different types of narrow-band light-emit-
ters. For example, the color values may comprise
RGB values.

• An initial set of driving values for the narrow-band
light emitters may then determined from the color
values (block 104). The initial set may be established
based on maximum values for each narrow-band
emitter (e.g. each of R, G and B) within the area or
on maximum values for each narrow-band emitter
integrated over sub-areas within the area. The area
should be illuminated brightly enough by light of each
primary color to display the maximum amount of that
primary color within the area.

• Since light from the narrow-band light emitters falls
on all pixels within the area of the spatial light mod-
ulator, some colors may be desaturated to some de-
gree by light of other narrow-band light emitters that
leaks through the spatial light modulator. Consider
the case where an area on an LCD panel should
display three adjoining stripes respectively of pure
red, pure blue and pure green. The area may be
illuminated by narrow-band red, green and blue light
sources of sufficient intensity to cause the red, green
and blue stripes to each have a desired brightness.
In the part of the area occupied by the pure red stripe
some of the blue and green light will leak past the
spatial light modulator. The amount of leakage will
depend upon the pass-bands of filters in the spatial
light modulator and other characteristics of the spa-
tial light modulator. The leakage light will cause some
desaturation of colors. The amount of desaturation
at any pixel can be estimated based upon factors
which may include: the brightness of illumination of
the spatial light modulator by each of the narrow-
band light emitter types at the location of the pixel;
filter characteristics of the spatial light modulator;
transmission characteristics of the spatial light mod-
ulator; etc. Similar estimations may be performed for
the other stripes. In general, the amount of desatu-
ration arising from the fact that the color correspond-
ing to light from narrow-band light emitters illuminat-
ing any one pixel may be different from the color
specified for that pixel may be determined on a pixel-
by-pixel basis (block 106).

• The estimated desaturation for pixels in the area may
then be compared to a threshold (block 108). The
threshold may be fixed but can be based upon a
function of the degree of saturation of the colors
specified for the pixels. If the color specified for a
pixel or neighborhood of pixels is highly saturated
for some primary color then the threshold may cor-
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respond to a small amount of desaturation. If the
color specified for the pixel or neighborhood of pixels
is not very saturated for any primary color then the
threshold may permit a greater degree of desatura-
tion.

• The amount of broadband light to be added for the
area can then be determined based at least in part
on the comparison of the desaturation to the thresh-
old (block 110). Since broadband light is either added
for the area, or not, this determination takes into ac-
count the comparison for pixels across the area. In
some embodiments this is done for all pixels in the
area and in others for selected pixels in the area. In
some embodiments, a map indicating the compari-
son of the desaturation to the threshold is low-pass
spatially filtered or averaged over areas within the
area and an amount of broadband light that can be
added without increasing the desaturation of any sig-
nificant part of the area beyond the threshold is de-
termined.

• The amount of light from each type of narrow-band
light emitter for the area is recalculated based on the
amount of broadband light for the area and the known
spectrum of the broadband light (block 112). In some
embodiments, each pixel of the spatial light modu-
lator has a plurality of sub-pixels that pass light in
corresponding color bands and for each sub-pixel of
the spatial light modulator, when the narrow-band
and broadband light sources are driven at their cor-
responding driving values the amount of light inci-
dent on the sub-pixel in the corresponding color band
is slightly greater than a desired amount as deter-
mined from image data such that the light can be
modulated to the desired amount by reducing a
transmissivity of the sub-pixel by an amount within
a range of adjustment of the sub-pixel.

[0092] To minimize the potential for observer meta-
meric failures, in a display having controllable broadband
and narrow-band light sources it can be desirable to use
the broadband light sources primarily. Methods accord-
ing to embodiments of the invention may be biased to-
ward controlling broadband light sources to generate re-
quired light and to use narrow-band light sources where
necessary. In such embodiments, where a desired color
can be produced by backlighting LCD color pixels with
broadband light sources alone, this is done even if the
desired color could also be matched by backlighting the
LCD color pixels with light from a mix of narrow-band
light sources. This reduces the potential for observer met-
americ failures. If the desired color is a very saturated
color, then backlighting by one or more different types of
narrow-band light sources is not objectionable and may
even be necessary. In such cases, more of, or perhaps
only, the narrow-band light sources may be used to back-
light the LCD color pixels.
[0093] Figure 12 illustrates a method 120 according to
another example embodiment. In method 120, driving

values are initially established for broadband light sourc-
es. Driving values for narrow-band light sources are gen-
erate where illumination by one or more narrow-band
light sources is required to achieve desired image char-
acteristics. In deciding which (if any) narrow-band light
sources to use, method 120 locates pixels which require
a local increase in color saturation beyond that achieva-
ble by broadband light sources alone.
[0094] The example method 120 controls red, green
and blue narrow-band light sources, and white broad-
band light sources that illuminate an LCD panel. In the
example, the light sources may comprise LEDs. Block
122 determines initial drive values for the white LEDs.
The light values are chosen so that each pixel of the LCD
will be illuminated by light of at least a desired luminance
(up to the maximum luminance available from the broad-
band light sources). Block 122 yields initial broadband
driving values 123.
[0095] Block 124 produces maps 125 identifying any
out-of-gamut pixels based on the initial broadband driving
values 123 (i.e. pixels at which the resulting broadband
light will not be sufficient to accurately depict the color
specified for that pixel). The out-of-gamut pixels on maps
125 correspond to areas where backlighting by one or
more narrow-band LEDs is required to provide the nec-
essary luminance and saturation at that location. Maps
125 may be generated in various ways. For example, in
the illustrated embodiment, maps 125 are obtained by
performing a light field simulation (LFS) 126 in block
124A. LFS 126 represents the distribution of the broad-
band light as specified by the driving signals from block
122 at the pixels of the LCD panel. Block 124B then de-
termines control values 127 for the LCD subpixels that
would be required to obtain the illumination specified by
image data. In some embodiments the image data is rep-
resented by desired CIE XYZ tristimulus values or by
color values in another color space or color perception
space. A matrix inversion may be used to determine the
corresponding LCD subpixel values. In such embodi-
ments, negative LCD subpixel values indicate a pixel lo-
cation at which the light from the broadband light emitters
is not able to achieve sufficient saturation and LCD sub-
pixel values greater than a maximum allowed value (for
example 255 where the LCD subpixels have with 8-bit
drive resolution) indicates a pixel location with insufficient
luminance from the broadband light emission alone.
[0096] Block 128 checks maps 125 to determine if the
light provided by the broadband light sources will be suf-
ficient to accurately depict the colors specified for all pix-
els (sufficient luminance and saturation at each pixel lo-
cation). Where maps 125 have no out-of-gamut pixels
then the narrow-band light sources can remain switched
off. In this case, at block 142, the initial broadband driving
values 123 may be used to drive the broadband light
sources and the subpixel control values 127 may be used
to drive the subpixels of the LCD panel (as the analysis
of maps 125 shows that all desired colors can be pro-
duced by the broadband backlight alone). In some em-
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bodiments, isolated out-of-gamut pixels or small groups
of out-of-gamut pixels are ignored in analyzing maps 125.
This may be achieved, for example, by creating a mask
identifying locations of out-of gamut pixels and applying
a smoothing filter to the mask.
[0097] If block 128 determines that narrow-band back-
lighting is required, then block 130 is executed. Block
130 determines driving values for the narrow-band light
sources. The narrow-band driving values may be deter-
mined based on the subpixel control values and pixel
locations of out-of-gamut pixels in maps 125.
[0098] Block 130 sets driving values for one or more
types of narrow-band light source. For image areas
where maps 125 indicates that the desired luminance at
all pixels can be achieved without introducing narrow-
band light sources but that higher saturation at certain
pixels is required then block 130 may switch on narrow-
band light sources corresponding to the area of the types
required to achieve the desired saturation levels for pixels
in the area. The drive values for the specific narrow-band
light sources may be determined based on which satu-
rated colors are required to be introduced and also based
on where these saturated primaries are required.
[0099] Where maps 125 indicates that increased lumi-
nance is required for at least some pixels then block 130
may switch on narrow-band light sources corresponding
to the area of a predetermined group of types (which
could be but is not necessarily all of the types).
[0100] One method that may be applied in block 130
is to reduce the resolution of maps 125 to the spatial
resolution of an array of the narrow-band light sources
and then drive the narrow-band light sources by the sub-
sequent array of values. The resolution of maps 125 may
be reduced by downsampling, for example. To facilitate
this, the resolution of the narrow-band light sources may
be chosen to be some factor of 2 smaller in both dimen-
sions than the resolution of maps 125. Block 130 yields
narrow-band driving values 131.
[0101] In block 134 the driving values for the broad-
band elements is readjusted to take into account the nar-
row-band light to be added in response to block 130.
Block 134 produces readjusted broadband driving values
135.
[0102] In block 136 the light field simulation is recom-
puted for the combination of readjusted broadband driv-
ing values 135 and narrow-band driving values 131.
Block 136 produces an updated LFS 137. Since perform-
ing a light field simulation can be computationally expen-
sive, it can be desirable to perform block 136 by adjusting
LFS 126 rather than computing a fresh LFS. This is fa-
cilitated by the fact that light contributions are additive.
[0103] Updated LFS 137 may be obtained by adding
to LFS 126 a contribution made by the narrow-band light
sources. If the intensities of any of the broadband light
sources were modified in block 134 then the reduction in
the contribution by the dimmed broadband light sources
may be computed and subtracted from LFS 126 before,
after or together with adding the contribution from the

narow-band light sources.
[0104] In block 140 the LCD subpixel values required
to achieve a target image are determined based on image
data and updated LFS 137. In some embodiments, LFS
137 is expressed in tristimulus values XYZ. Block 140
may comprise, for example performing a matrix inversion
operation based on LFS 137. At block 142, the computed
narrow-band driving values 131, broadband driving val-
ues 135 and subpixel control values 140 are applied to
their respective components to produce the desired im-
age.
[0105] In general, the color of the light illuminating the
LCD panel can vary over the area of the panel, especially
with the addition of light from narrow-band light sources.
To obtain ’perfect’ results one could perform a unique
matrix inversion corresponding to each pixel location.
However if the backlight color does not vary significantly
over a region of the display area, or if the backlight color
is determined to be constant except for luminance vari-
ation, then the computational efficiency can be improved.
[0106] To improve the efficiency with which LCD sub-
pixel values are determined, out-of-gamut pixel maps
125 can be used to identify image areas where broad-
band light sources are used and narrow-band light sourc-
es are added and mixed with the broadband backlight.
Effectively, maps 125 can be used to locate backlight
color variations where more local computation is neces-
sary for color accuracy. For areas where the broadband
light sources are used only, the color is most likely con-
stant but the luminance may vary. The matrix inversion
process required for determining LCD pixel values in
such a region can be done quickly as only a single matrix
inversion is necessary for all pixels in the region. The
pixels within such region may only need to be updated
by the typical process of dividing the desired luminance
by the luminance achieved as estimated by the LFS.
Even within a region where the narrow-band light sources
are added and where some of the broadband light sourc-
es are reduced, fewer matrix inversions than on a per-
pixel basis can be used to quickly obtain acceptable sub-
pixel values. At the transitions between regions of broad-
band backlight only and where narrow-band light sources
are added, as can be identified in the out-of-gamut pixel
maps, the matrix inversions can be locally determined
accurately or be approximated by averaging of large re-
gions constant matrix inverses.

Specific example:

[0107] As an example of the application of method 120
consider the case where the out-of-pixel maps 125 show
that all pixels are lacking saturated red (this could be the
case, for example if the broadband light sources com-
prise yellow-phosphor-converted white LEDs). To com-
pensate for this lack, some red LEDs (more generally
narrow-band red light sources) can be switched on. The
intensity and locations where the narrow-band red light
sources should be turned on may be determined based
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on the magnitude and the spatial distribution of the values
in out-of-gamut pixel maps 125. The driving values for
the narrow-band red light sources may be obtained, for
example, by downsampling the red component of out-of-
gamut pixel maps 125. As the red light sources also con-
tribute to the luminance, the intensity of the broadband
backlight may be reduced somewhat to maintain the de-
sired luminance. The additional LFS contribution by the
red LEDs can be added to the precomputed LFS. Any
reduced LFS contribution by the dimmed white LEDs
(more generally broad-band light sources) may be sub-
tracted from the previously determined LFS. Out-of-gam-
ut pixel maps 125 may be applied to identify locations
where color variations can be expected in the light illu-
minating the LCD panel (and where it may therefore be
desirable to perform local calculation of inversion matri-
ces.
[0108] In some cases the native gamut achievable us-
ing only the broadband light sources is smaller than would
be desired. In some embodiments driving signals pro-
portional to the driving signals for broadband light sourc-
es are automatically provided to some or all of the narrow-
band light sources. This enlarges the native gamut. Since
the narrow-band light sources can be driven independ-
ently from the broadband light sources, pure saturated
colors can be achieved when desired. The algorithm to
control a display with such an alternative configuration
is similar to the illustrated algorithm example except eve-
ry that the driving signals for the broadband light sources
also turns on corresponding narrow-band light sources
by some proportional amount. The proportion may be
specifiied by a fixed or adjustable parameter. In some
embodiments, the parameter is set automatically in re-
sponse to analysis of image data. For images having
many pixels outside a native gamut of the broadband
light sources the parameter may be increased. The ratio
of the amounts amongst the narrow-band light sources
is preferably set to match the native white point of the
broadband light sources or selected to bias the white
point to a desired point.
[0109] Methods as described above may be imple-
mented in real time by providing suitable hardware con-
figured to perform the methods. The hardware may com-
prise one or more programmed data processors of any
suitable types, suitable logic circuits (configurable or
hard-wired or a combination thereof) or the like. Hard-
ware configured to perform the method may be included
in an image processing component for a television, com-
puter display, or the like.
[0110] Figure 10 shows a portion of a display 90 ac-
cording to another embodiment of the invention. In this
embodiment, broadband light emitting elements are on
a different plane from narrow-band light emitting ele-
ments. Display 90 comprises a backlight 92 comprising
an array of individually-controllable broadband light emit-
ters 92A. Broadband light-emitters 92A may comprise
individual LEDs or groups of LEDs for example. Light
from backlight 92 propagates to a face of a display panel

93 by way of an optical transmission path 94.
[0111] Panel 93 comprises a light-emitter layer 95 and
a spatial light modulator layer 97 comprising pixels 97A.
Light-emitter layer 95 comprises groups of narrow-band
light emitters 95A, 95B and 95C that emit light of different
primary colors (for example red green and blue) into pix-
els 97A. Light issuing from any pixel 97A is a mixture of
light from backlight 92 and from those of light emitters
95A, 95B and 95C that illuminate the pixel 97A. The
amount of that light that is passed to a viewer may be
adjusted by controlling the optical transmissivity of pixel
97A and/or by using pixel 97A as a shutter and varying
the amount of time that pixel 97A remains open in any
cycle. In some embodiments, pixel 97A comprises a plu-
rality of sub-pixels and the sub-pixels are operable to
control an amount of light transmitted by controlling the
optical transmissivities of the sub-pixels and/or by using
the sub-pixels as shutters and varying the amount of time
that each sub-pixel remains open in any cycle.
[0112] A control system 98 receives image data and
generates backlight control signals 99A for controlling
light emitting elements of backlight 92, color emitter con-
trol signals 99B for controlling the light emitting elements
of panel 93 and SLM control signals 99C for controlling
the pixels of panel 93.
[0113] In some embodiments one or more additional
factors are taken into account in controlling the narrow-
band and broadband light sources of a display. For ex-
ample, system energy efficiency may be a trade-off pa-
rameter. To produce some colors, much of the light emit-
ted by a broadband light emitter may need to be blocked
by a spatial light modulator. For example, if the broad-
band light source illuminates an LCD panel; with white
light and it is desired that an area of an image be red
then the LCD panel must block the green and blue com-
ponents of the white light for that area of the image. This
reduces overall system energy efficiency. In some em-
bodiments a controller is configurable to decrease the
relative amounts of broad-band and narrow-band lighting
for image areas having colors such that much of the light
from the broadband light source would need to be
blocked. In other words, while a color may be producible
with broadband light sources alone, some narrow-band
light sources may be used to improve the system effi-
ciency by reducing the required absorption by the LCD
without neglecting the potential for metameric failure.
[0114] Aspects of the invention may be applied in a
wide range of contexts. Some examples of such contexts
are:

• Broadband light from one or more broadband light
sources may be added to laser-based displays such
as front- or rear-projection televisions or cinema dis-
plays that use laser or other narrow-band light sourc-
es. The spatial distribution of broad-band light may
be controlled according to methods as described
herein, for example.

• OLED displays having RGBW OLED light emitters
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(or a combination of other narrow-band primary color
OLED light emitters with one or more broadband light
emitters) may be controlled according to methods
as described herein.

• One or more broadband light sources may be added
into the optical path of other color displays in which
illumination is provided by narrow-band light sourc-
es.

• The invention may be embodied in a variety of ways
including, without limitation:

• a display incorporating narrow-band primary light-
emitters and one or more broad-band light emitters;

• a controller for a display having narrow-band primary
light-emitters and broad-band light emitters;

• an image processing component or sub-system for
use in televisions, digital cinema projectors, compu-
ter displays, or the like;

• a tangible storage medium containing computer in-
structions that can cause a data processor in a con-
trol for a display to perform a method according to
the invention;

• a method for displaying images using light from nar-
row-band primary light-emitters and one or more
broad-band light emitters;

• apparatus having new and inventive features, com-
binations of features or sub-combinations of features
as described herein;

• useful methods comprising new and inventive steps,
acts, combinations of steps and/or acts or sub-com-
binations of steps and/or acts as described herein.

[0115] Certain implementations of the invention com-
prise computer processors which execute software in-
structions which cause the processors to perform a meth-
od of the invention. For example, one or more processors
in a control system for a display may implement the meth-
ods of Figures 7 and/or 9 or other methods as described
herein by executing software instructions in a program
memory accessible to the processors. The invention may
also be provided in the form of a program product. The
program product may comprise any medium which car-
ries a set of computer-readable signals comprising in-
structions which, when executed by a data processor,
cause the data processor to execute a method of the
invention. Program products according to the invention
may be in any of a wide variety of forms. The program
product may comprise, for example, physical media such
as magnetic data storage media including floppy dis-
kettes, hard disk drives, optical data storage media in-
cluding CD ROMs, DVDs, electronic data storage media
including ROMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, flash RAM, or
the like. The computer-readable signals on the program
product may optionally be compressed or encrypted.
[0116] Where a component (e.g. a software module,
processor, assembly, device, circuit, etc.) is referred to
above, unless otherwise indicated, reference to that com-
ponent should be interpreted as including as equivalents
of that component any component which performs the

function of the described component (i.e., that is func-
tionally equivalent), including components which are not
structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure which
performs the function in the illustrated exemplary embod-
iments of the invention.
[0117] Thus the present invention may be embodied
in numerous forms, the following Enumerated Example
Embodiments (EEEs) that are exemplary and illustrative,
and not intended to limit any of the preceding discussion
and/or claims presented herein now or to be presented
with any related follow-on applications, continuations, di-
visionals, or the like.
[0118] EEE1. A display comprising:

a viewing screen;
a plurality of narrow-band light-emitting elements ar-
ranged to illuminate the viewing screen with narrow-
band light of a plurality of colors;
at least one broadband light source arranged to illu-
minate the viewing screen with broadband light hav-
ing a broadband spectral power distribution.

[0119] EEE2. A display according to EEE1 wherein the
viewing screen comprises a spatial light modulator.
[0120] EEE3. A display according to EEE2 wherein the
spatial light modulator comprises an LCD panel.
[0121] EEE4. A display according to EEE1 comprising
means for independently spatially modulating a distribu-
tion of the narrow-band light of each of the plurality of
colors over the viewing screen.
[0122] EEE5. A display according to EEE1 comprising
means for spatially modulating a distribution of the broad-
band light over the viewing screen.
[0123] EEE6. A display according to EEE1 comprising
a backlight wherein the plurality of narrow-band light-
emitting elements are arrayed on the backlight.
[0124] EEE7. A display according to EEE1 wherein the
broadband light source is controllable to alter an amount
of the broadband light at a location on the viewing screen
and the display comprises a controller connected to re-
ceive image data and configured to:
determine from the image data a chromaticity corre-
sponding to the location on the viewing screen and,
based at least in part on the chromaticity, control the
amount of the broadband light at the location on the view-
ing screen.
[0125] EEE8. A display according to EEE7 wherein the
controller is configured to determine from the chromatic-
ity a saturation index for each of a plurality of primary
colors and, based on the saturation indices, control the
amount of the broadband light at the location on the view-
ing screen.
[0126] EEE9. A display according to EEE7 wherein the
controller is configured to determine whether the chro-
maticity falls within a chroma region and, if so, suppress
illumination of the location with the narrow-band light.
[0127] EEE10. A display according to EEE7 wherein
the narrow-band light-emitting elements comprise organ-
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ic LEDs controllable to alter an amount of the narrow-
band light at the location on the viewing screen.
[0128] EEE11. A display comprising

a spatial light modulator comprising an array of con-
trollable pixels;
a light source arranged to illuminate the spatial light
modulator, the light source comprising:
a plurality of groups of narrow-band light-emitting el-
ements wherein the narrow-band light emitting ele-
ments of each group are capable of emitting narrow-
band light of one of a plurality of primary colors de-
fining a color gamut; and
at least one broadband light emitting element capa-
ble of emitting broadband light; and,
a controller configured to control the pixels of the
spatial light modulator and the light source according
to image data defining an image to be displayed.

[0129] EEE12. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the narrow-band and broadband light emitting elements
are independently controllable.
[0130] EEE13. A display according to EEE11 wherein
each pixel in the spatial light modulator is illuminated by
at least one of the groups of the narrow-band light-emit-
ting elements.
[0131] EEE14. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the plurality of primary colors of the narrow-band light-
emitting elements in each group comprise red, green and
blue.
[0132] EEE15. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements comprise light-
emitting semiconductor devices.
[0133] EEE16. A display according to EEE15 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements comprise LEDs.
[0134] EEE17. A display according to EEE15 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements comprise lasers
or laser diodes.
[0135] EEE18. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements comprise light
that has been filtered by narrow-band filters.
[0136] EEE19. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements each emit light
that is monochromatic or quasi-monochromatic.
[0137] EEE20. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the narrow-band light emitting elements emit light having
a bandwidth of 50 nm or less.
[0138] EEE21. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the broadband light emitting elements emit white light.
[0139] EEE22. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the broadband light emitting elements emit light having
a spectral bandwidth at half maximum of at least 150 nm.
[0140] EEE23. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the broadband light emitting elements emit light having
a spectral bandwidth at half maximum of at least 200 nm.
[0141] EEE24. A display according to EEE11 compris-
ing two or more types of broadband light emitters, the
two or more types of broadband light emitters each con-

figured to emit light having different broadband spectra,
wherein light from the two or more types of broadband
light emitters is combined at or upstream from the spatial
light modulator.
[0142] EEE25. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the light source comprises a backlight and the plurality
of narrow-band and broadband light-emitting elements
are arrayed on the backlight.
[0143] EEE26. A display according to EEE25 wherein
each pixel in the spatial light modulator is illuminated by
at least one broadband light emitting element and at least
one narrow-band light emitting element of each primary
color.
[0144] EEE27. A display according to EEE25 wherein
each of the narrow-band and broadband light emitting
elements illuminates a plurality of the pixels.
[0145] EEE28. A display according to EEE25 wherein
the backlight comprises separate arrays of light emitting
elements of one or more different types, and patterns of
light emitted by the separate arrays are combined up-
stream from or at the spatial light modulator.
[0146] EEE29. A display according to EEE28 wherein
the separate arrays are arranged on a plurality of sepa-
rate planes.
[0147] EEE30. A display according to EEE28 compris-
ing an optical combiner arranged to combine light from
the narrow-band light emitters of each type and deliver
the combined light to illuminate the spatial light modula-
tor.
[0148] EEE31. A display according to EEE28 wherein
the light emitters of two or more of the types of the narrow-
band light emitters are interspersed in one array and light
issuing from the array is combined with light from one or
more other types of the narrow-band emitters before
passing to the spatial light modulator.
[0149] EEE32. A display according to EEE28 wherein
light from the broadband light emitters is combined with
light from one or more other types of the narrow-band
emitters before passing to the spatial light modulator.
[0150] EEE33. A display according to EEE28 wherein
the broadband light emitters and the light emitter of one
or more of the types of the narrow-band light emitters are
interspersed in one array and resulting light is combined
with light from one or more other types of the narrow-
band emitters and/or one or more other types of broad-
band light emitters before passing to the spatial light mod-
ulator.
[0151] EEE34. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the light source comprises: a backlight comprising the
broadband light emitting elements; and a light emitter
array disposed in an optical path between the backlight
and the spatial light modulator, the light emitter array
comprising the groups of narrow-band light emitter ele-
ments.
[0152] EEE35. A display according to EEE34 wherein
the broadband light-emitting elements comprise one or
more LEDs.
[0153] EEE36. A display according to EEE34 wherein
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the light emitter array comprises areas of translucency
or transparency which allow broadband light from the
backlight to pass through the light emitter array onto the
pixels of the spatial light modulator.
[0154] EEE37. A display according to EEE34 wherein
the controller is configured to generate backlight control
signals for controlling the light emitting elements of the
backlight, color emitter control signals for controlling the
light emitting elements of the light emitter array, and spa-
tial light modulator control signals for controlling the pix-
els of the spatial light modulator.
[0155] EEE38. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller is configured to control an optical transmis-
sivity of the pixels.
[0156] EEE39. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the pixels comprise optical shutters and the controller is
configured to control an amount of time that each shutter
remains open in any cycle.
[0157] EEE40. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the pixels comprise a plurality of independently control-
lable sub-pixels associated with color filters correspond-
ing to the primary colors wherein at least one sub-pixel
is associated with each of the primary colors.
[0158] EEE41. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the spatial light modulator comprises a reflection-type
spatial light modulator.
[0159] EEE42. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the spatial light modulator comprises a transmission-type
spatial light modulator.
[0160] EEE43. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the spatial light modulator comprises an LCD panel.
[0161] EEE44. A display according to EEE43 wherein
the display panel comprises an RGB panel.
[0162] EEE45. A display according to EEE43 wherein
the display panel comprises an RGBW panel.
[0163] EEE46. A display according to EEE41 wherein
the spatial light modulator comprises a liquid crystal on
silicon (LCOS) spatial light modulator.
[0164] EEE47. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller is configured to alter a relative amount of
the broadband light and the narrow-band light at a loca-
tion on the spatial light modulator based at least in part
on a corresponding chromaticity determined from the im-
age data.
[0165] EEE48. A display according to EEE47 wherein
the controller is configured to alter a relative amount of
the broadband light and the narrow-band light at a loca-
tion on the spatial light modulator based at least in part
on a corresponding luminance determined from the im-
age data.
[0166] EEE49. A display according to EEE48 wherein
the controller is configured to alter a relative amount of
the broadband light and the narrow-band light at a loca-
tion on the spatial light modulator based at least in part
on corresponding saturation values determined from the
image data.
[0167] EEE50. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller is configured to control a brightness of the

light emitting elements.
[0168] EEE51. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller comprises logic circuits provided by a con-
figurable logic device.
[0169] EEE52. A display according to EEE51 wherein
the configurable logic device comprises a field-program-
mable gate array (FPGA).
[0170] EEE53. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller comprises one or more programmed data
processors.
[0171] EEE54. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller comprises a tangible storage medium that
contains instructions that cause the controller to be con-
figured to control the pixels and the light source.
[0172] EEE55. A display according to EEE11 wherein
the controller is configured to determine a chromaticity
for each area of the image to be displayed; control the
broadband light emitting elements corresponding to the
area to emit light if the chromaticity for the area is within
a chroma region; and control the narrow-band light emit-
ting elements corresponding to the area to emit light if
the chromaticity for the area is not within a chroma region,
wherein the chroma region is a subset of the colour gam-
ut.
[0173] EEE56. A display comprising

a viewing screen;
a color narrow-band projector arranged to project an
image made up of narrow-band light of a plurality of
colors onto the viewing screen;
a broadband light projector arranged to project an
image made up of broadband light onto the viewing
screen; and,
a controller configured to control the relative
amounts of broadband and narrow-band light pro-
jected to areas on the viewing screen.

[0174] EEE57. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the narrow-band projector comprises a laser projector.
[0175] EEE58. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the narrow-band projector comprises one or more spatial
light modulators configured to imagewise modulate the
projected narrow-band light.
[0176] EEE59. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the narrow-band projector is configured to scan one or
more beams of light onto the viewing screen.
[0177] EEE60. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the broadband light comprises white light.
[0178] EEE61. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the broadband light is introduced into an optical path of
the narrow-band projector upstream from the viewing
screen.
[0179] EEE62. A display according to EEE56 wherein
a spatial resolution of the broadband projector is a factor
of 2 to 20 smaller in each direction than a spatial resolu-
tion of the color narrow-band projector.
[0180] EEE63. A display according to EEE56 wherein
the controller is configured to reduce the relative amount
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of broadband light at some locations on the viewing
screen and to increase the relative amount of broadband
light at other locations of the viewing screen.
[0181] EEE64. A method for displaying a color image,
the method comprising, for each of a plurality of areas of
the image:

determining a chromaticity for the area;
determining an amount of light in each of a plurality
of spectral ranges required to replicate the area of
the image;
if the chromaticity for the area is within a chroma
region, controlling one or more broadband light emit-
ters to generate at least the required amount of light
for each of the spectral ranges for the area; and
if the chromaticity for the area is outside the chroma
region, controlling one or more narrow-band light
emitters to generate at least a portion of the required
amount of light for one or more of the spectral ranges
for the area.

[0182] EEE65. A method for displaying a color image
on a display, the display comprising a plurality of control-
lable narrow-band light emitting elements capable of
emitting narrow-band light of a plurality of primary colors
defining a color gamut and one or more broadband light
emitting elements, the method comprising for each of a
plurality of areas of the image to be displayed:

determining a representative chromaticity of the ar-
ea;
determining if the representative chromaticity is in a
defined chroma region;
if the representative chromaticity is not in the defined
chroma region, then establishing driving signals for
the narrow-band light emitting elements that corre-
spond to the area;
if the representative chromaticity is in the defined
chroma region, then establishing driving signals for
the broadband light emitting elements that corre-
spond to the area; and
applying the driving signals to the broadband or nar-
row-band light emitting elements that correspond to
the area.

[0183] EEE66. A method according to EEE65 compris-
ing determining a representative luminance of the area
of the image and defining the chroma region based at
least in part on the representative luminance of the area.
[0184] EEE67. A method according to EEE65 wherein
each area comprises a group of pixels.
[0185] EEE68. A method according to EEE67 wherein
the representative chromaticity comprises an average
chromaticity averaged over the pixels of the area.
[0186] EEE69. A method according to EEE67 wherein
the representative chromaticity comprises a weighted av-
erage of chromaticity over the pixels of the area.
[0187] EEE70. A method according to EEE69 wherein

pixels having more highly saturated chromaticities are
weighted more heavily than other pixels in determining
the weighted average.
[0188] EEE71. A method according to EEE69 wherein
pixels located in contiguous groups with other pixels hav-
ing similar chromaticities are weighted more heavily than
other pixels in determining the weighted average.
[0189] EEE72. A method according to EEE66 wherein
the representative luminance is determined separately
for each of a plurality of color bands corresponding to the
sub-pixels.
[0190] EEE73. A method according to EEE66 wherein
the representative luminance comprises an average lu-
minance averaged over the pixels of the area.
[0191] EEE74. A method according to EEE66 wherein
the representative luminance comprises a maximum lu-
minance of the pixels in the area.
[0192] EEE75. A method according to EEE66 wherein
the representative luminance comprises a weighted av-
erage of luminance over the pixels of the area.
[0193] EEE76. A method according to EEE75 wherein
brighter pixels are weighted more heavily in determining
the representative luminance.
[0194] EEE77. A method according to EEE75 wherein
pixels in contiguous groups with other pixels of similar
brightness are weighted more heavily in determining the
representative luminance.
[0195] EEE78. A method according to EEE65 wherein
the chroma region comprises a region within the color
gamut.
[0196] EEE79. A method according to EEE78 wherein
the chroma region includes an achromatic point.
[0197] EEE80. A method according to EEE65 wherein
the display comprises a spatial light modulator compris-
ing an array of controllable pixels, each pixel comprising
a plurality of sub-pixels, the method comprising

estimating a light field at the spatial light modulator;
determining a driving signal for each sub-pixel based
on a value of the estimated light field at a location of
the sub-pixel; and,
applying the driving signals to the sub-pixels.

[0198] EEE81. A method according to EEE80 wherein
estimating the light field comprises determining and sum-
ming contributions of light from individually contributing
light emitting elements based on the driving signal for
each such light emitting element.
[0199] EEE82. A method according to EEE80 wherein
determining the driving signal for each sub-pixel com-
prises dividing a desired luminance for the sub-pixel de-
termined from the image data by a value of the estimated
light field at the location of the sub-pixel.
[0200] EEE83. A method according to EEE65 compris-
ing applying spatial and/or temporal filters to remove vis-
ible artefacts not part of the image data.
[0201] EEE84. A method according to EEE65 compris-
ing blending light from broadband light emitters with light
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from narrow-band light emitters, wherein a ratio of broad-
band to narrow-band light is based at least in part on the
representative chromaticity.
[0202] EEE85. A method according to EEE84 compris-
ing blending light in response to determining the repre-
sentative chromaticity is outside a first chroma region but
inside a second chroma region.
[0203] EEE86. A method according to EEE85 wherein
the first and second chroma regions are defined at least
in part based on the representative luminance of the area.
[0204] EEE87. A method according to EEE84 compris-
ing blending light based at least in part on the represent-
ative luminance.
[0205] EEE88. A method according to EEE87 compris-
ing boosting a relative amount of broadband light for a
particular image area in response to the representative
luminance being above a threshold luminance.
[0206] EEE89. A method according to EEE84 compris-
ing blending light based at least in part on a size of a
MacAdam ellipse for the representative chromaticity.
[0207] EEE90. A method according to EEE89 compris-
ing blending more broadband light for areas having a
larger MacAdam ellipse than for areas having a smaller
MacAdam ellipse.
[0208] EEE91. A method according to EEE89 compris-
ing determining the ratio of broadband to narrow-band
light based on a function that to a first order is proportional
to the size of the MacAdam ellipse.
[0209] EEE92. A method according to EEE84 compris-
ing determining the ratio of broadband to narrow-band
light based at least in part on a distance from a reference
point within the color gamut to the representative chro-
maticity.
[0210] EEE93. A method according to EEE92 compris-
ing determining the ratio of broadband to narrow-band
light based on a function of the distance from the refer-
ence point that drops off monotonically with distance from
the reference point.
[0211] EEE94. A method according to EEE92 compris-
ing determining the ratio of broadband to narrow-band
light based on a function of the distance from the refer-
ence point that remains fixed up to a first distance from
the reference point and then drops off monotonically with
increasing distance from the reference point.
[0212] EEE95. A method according to EEE92 wherein
the reference point comprises an achromatic point within
the color gamut.
[0213] EEE96. A method according to EEE84 compris-
ing blending light based at least in part on a saturation
index for each primary color.
[0214] EEE97. A method according to EEE96 compris-
ing increasing the ratio of broadband light to narrow-band
light in response to the saturation indices for all of the
primary colors being less than one or more threshold
values.
[0215] EEE98. A method for displaying a color image,
the method comprising generating portions of the image
for which image data specifies colors having saturation

values above a threshold with light from one or more
narrow-band light emitters and generating portions of the
image for which the image data specifies colors having
saturation values below the threshold with light from one
or more broadband light emitters.
[0216] EEE99. A method for displaying a color image
using a plurality of controllable narrow-band light emitting
elements capable of emitting narrow-band light of a plu-
rality of primary colors and one or more controllable
broadband light emitting elements, the method compris-
ing, for each of a plurality of areas of the image:

1 determining a representative chromaticity and lu-
minance for the area;
2 determining saturation indices for the primary
colors based at least in part on the representative
chromaticity and luminance;
3 comparing the saturation indices to first and sec-
ond thresholds, wherein the second threshold is
greater than the first threshold; and either
4 if all the saturation indices are less than the first
threshold, determining driving values for the broad-
band light emitters corresponding to the area; or
5 if any of the saturation indices are greater than the
second threshold, determining driving values for the
narrow-band light emitters corresponding to the ar-
ea; or
6 otherwise, if none of the saturation indices are
greater than the second threshold and not all of the
saturation indices are less than the first threshold,
determining driving values for both the broadband
and narrow-band light emitters corresponding to the
area.

[0217] EEE100. A method according to EEE99 where-
in the narrow-band and broadband light emitters are ar-
ranged to illuminate a spatial light modulator comprising
an array of pixels.
[0218] EEE101. A method according to EEE100
wherein each pixel comprises a plurality of sub-pixels
that pass light of spectral ranges corresponding to the
primary colors, and wherein steps (d) to (f) comprise de-
termining a required amount of light in each spectral
range to replicate the image to be displayed.
[0219] EEE102. A method according to EEE101
wherein step (d) comprises applying known characteris-
tics of a spectrum of the broadband light emitters to de-
termine an amount of broadband light needed to provide
at least the required amount of light in each spectral
range.
[0220] EEE103. A method according to EEE101
wherein step (f) comprises first determining the driving
values for the broadband light emitters and then deter-
mining the driving values for the narrow-band light emit-
ters such that their combined light provides at least the
required amount of light in each spectral range.
[0221] EEE104. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises applying known characteris-
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tics of the spectrum of the broadband light emitters to
determine an amount of broadband light needed to pro-
vide at least the required amount of light in each spectral
range and then reducing the amount by a factor.
[0222] EEE105. A method according to EEE104
wherein the factor is based on one or more of the satu-
ration indices.
[0223] EEE106. A method according to EEE105
wherein the factor is based on a highest one or more of
the saturation indices.
[0224] EEE107. A method according to EEE105
wherein the factor is based on an average of the satura-
tion indices.
[0225] EEE108. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises applying known characteris-
tics of a spectrum of the broadband light emitters to de-
termine an amount of broadband light needed to provide
at least the required amount of light in each spectral range
but not taking into account light for the primary color hav-
ing a highest saturation index.
[0226] EEE109. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises applying known characteris-
tics of a spectrum of the broadband light emitters to de-
termine an amount of broadband light needed to provide
at least the required amount of light in each spectral range
but not taking into account light for a plurality of primary
colors having highest saturation indices.
[0227] EEE110. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises applying known characteris-
tics of a spectrum of the broadband light emitters to de-
termine an amount of broadband light needed to provide
at least the required amount of light in each spectral range
but taking into account only light for primary colors having
lowest saturation indices.
[0228] EEE111. A method according to EEE110
wherein the determined amount of broadband light is re-
duced by a factor.
[0229] EEE112. A method according to EEE111
wherein factor is based on one or more of the saturation
indices.
[0230] EEE113. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises applying a predetermined
amount of broadband light.
[0231] EEE114. A method according to EEE103
wherein step (f) comprises determining initial driving val-
ues for each type of narrow-band emitter without refer-
ence to the driving values of the broadband light and
then, from the initial driving values for each type of nar-
row-band emitter, subtracting an amount of light contrib-
uted by the broadband light emitters in a corresponding
wavelength range.
[0232] EEE115. A method according to EEE99 com-
prising applying spatial and/or temporal filters to remove
visible artefacts not part of the image data.
[0233] EEE116. A method according to EEE99 where-
in intensities of the broadband light emitters are control-
lable in fewer discrete steps than intensities of the nar-
row-band light emitters.

[0234] EEE117. A method according to EEE99 where-
in the broadband light emitters are controllable to be ei-
ther on or off.
[0235] EEE118. A method according to EEE100
wherein the broadband light emitters are controllable with
a lower spatial resolution than the narrow-band light emit-
ters.
[0236] EEE119. A method according to EEE118
wherein one broadband light emitter illuminates an entire
face of the spatial light modulator and an amount of
broadband light delivered to different areas of the spatial
light modulator is not independently controllable.
[0237] EEE120. A method according to EEE118
wherein at least one broadband light emitter illuminates
an entire face of the spatial light modulator at a level that
is not controllable in response to image data.
[0238] EEE121. A method according to EEE120
wherein one or more other broadband light emitters are
controllable in response to image data.
[0239] EEE122. A method for displaying a color image
using a plurality of controllable narrow-band light emitting
elements capable of emitting narrow-band light of a plu-
rality of primary colors and one or more controllable
broadband light emitting elements that are arranged to
illuminate a two-dimensional spatial light modulator com-
prising an array of pixels, the method comprising for each
of a plurality of areas of the spatial light modulator:

determining color values for pixels within the area;
determining an initial set of driving values for the nar-
row-band light emitting elements corresponding to
the area based at least in part on the color values;
for pixels within the area, estimating an amount of
desaturation resulting from illumination of the pixel
from the narrow-band light emitting elements driven
according to the initial set of driving values;
determining driving values for those of the broad-
band light emitting elements corresponding to the
area based at least in part on the estimated amounts
of desaturations; and
recalculating the set of driving values for the narrow-
band light emitting elements corresponding to the
area based at least in part on the driving values of
the broadband light emitting elements and informa-
tion characterizing a spectrum of light from the
broadband light emitting elements.

[0240] EEE123. A method according to EEE122
wherein the color values comprise values corresponding
to each of the primary colors.
[0241] EEE124. A method according to EEE123
wherein the primary colors comprise red, green and blue.
[0242] EEE125. A method according to EEE123
wherein determining the initial set of narrow-band driving
values is based on maximums of the color values for
each primary color within the area.
[0243] EEE126. A method according to EEE123
wherein determining the initial set of narrow-band driving

37 38 



EP 2 389 670 B1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

values is based on maximums of the color values for
each primary color integrated over sub-areas within the
area.
[0244] EEE127. A method according to EEE122
wherein estimating the amount of desaturation of a pixel
is based on a brightness of illumination of the pixel by
each of the narrow-band light emitters.
[0245] EEE128. A method according to EEE122
wherein estimating the amount of desaturation of a pixel
is based on filter characteristics of the spatial light mod-
ulator.
[0246] EEE129. A method according to EEE122
wherein estimating the amount of desaturation of a pixel
is based on transmission characteristics of the spatial
light modulator.
[0247] EEE130. A method according to EEE122 com-
prising determining the driving values of the broadband
light emitting elements based at least in part on threshold
desaturation values for pixels within the area.
[0248] EEE131. A method according to EEE130
wherein the threshold desaturation values for each pixel
are based on a function of indices of saturation of a colour
specified for the pixel, such that if the color specified for
a pixel or neighborhood of pixels is highly saturated for
some primary color then the threshold desaturation cor-
responds to a small amount of desaturation, and if the
color specified for the pixel or neighborhood of pixels is
not very saturated for any primary color then the threshold
desaturation corresponds to a greater amount of desat-
uration.
[0249] EEE132. A method according to EEE122 com-
prising determining the broadband driving values based
on a comparison of the estimated desaturations to the
threshold desaturations across all pixels in the area.
[0250] EEE133. A method according to EEE122 com-
prising determining the broadband driving values based
on a comparison of the estimated desaturations to the
threshold desaturations across selected pixels in the ar-
ea.
[0251] EEE134. A method according to EEE122 com-
prising determining the broadband driving values based
on a map indicating a comparison of the estimated de-
saturations to the threshold desaturations that is low-
pass spatially filtered or averaged over sub-areas within
the area.
[0252] EEE135. A method according to EEE122
wherein each pixel comprises a plurality of sub-pixels
that pass light of color bands corresponding to the pri-
mary colors and which each have a transmissivity that is
independently controllable within a range of adjustment
of the sub-pixel.
[0253] EEE136. A method according to EEE135
wherein, when the narrow-band and broadband light
sources are driven at their corresponding driving values,
if an amount of light incident on a sub-pixel in a color
band is greater than a desired amount as determined
from image data, then the amount of light is modulated
to the desired amount by reducing the transmissivity of

the sub-pixel.
[0254] EEE137. A method for displaying a color image
using a plurality of controllable narrow-band light emitting
elements capable of emitting narrow-band light of a plu-
rality of primary colors and one or more controllable
broadband light emitting elements that are arranged to
illuminate a two-dimensional spatial light modulator com-
prising an array of pixels, the method comprising:

determining an initial set of driving values for the
broadband light emitting elements based at least in
part on a desired luminance at each pixel;
identifying pixels at which illumination of broadband
light according to the initial set of broadband driving
values is insufficient to allow either the desired lumi-
nance or a desired saturation at the pixel;
for the pixels identified, if any, determining driving
values for corresponding narrow-band light emitting
elements sufficient to allow the desired luminance
and the desired saturation at the pixel; and
adjusting the driving values for the broadband light
emitting elements based at least in part on the driving
values of the narrow-band light emitting elements.

[0255] EEE138. A method according to EEE137
wherein each pixel comprises a plurality of subpixels
each associated with a spectral range and the method
comprises, for each spectral range, producing a map
identifying pixels at which illumination of broadband light
according to the initial set of broadband driving values is
insufficient to provide either the desired luminance or the
desired saturation at the pixel.
[0256] EEE139. A method according to EEE138
wherein producing the maps comprises: performing a
light field simulation (LFS) based on the illumination of
broadband light; and, based on the LFS, determining
subpixel control values needed to produce the desired
image.
[0257] EEE140. A method according to EEE139
wherein identifying pixels having insufficient lumination
comprises identifying subpixel control values greater that
a maximum allowed value for the subpixel.
[0258] EEE141. A method according to EEE139
wherein identifying pixels having insufficient saturation
comprises identifying subpixel control values less than
zero.
[0259] EEE142. A method according to EEE139 com-
prising, after adjusting the driving values for the broad-
band light emitting elements based at least in part on the
driving values of the narrow-band light emitting elements,
adjusting the LFS and subpixel control values based at
least in part on the driving values of the broadband and
narrow-band light emitting elements.
[0260] EEE143. A controller for a colour display, the
display comprising a plurality of controllable narrow-band
light emitting elements, one or more controllable broad-
band light emitting elements and a spatial light modulator
comprising an array of controllable pixels, wherein the
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controller is configured to display a color image by: de-
termining a representative chromaticity for an area of the
image; determining a relative amount of broadband light
to narrow-band light to provide to a corresponding area
of the spatial light modulator based at least in part on the
representative chromaticity; controlling the broadband
and narrow-band emitting elements to provide the deter-
mined relative amounts of broadband to narrow-band
light to the area; and controlling the pixels of the spatial
light modulator to adjust an amount of the light that is
passed to a viewer to replicate the image to be displayed.
[0261] EEE144. A tangible storage medium containing
computer instructions that can cause a data processor
in a controller for a colour display to perform a method
of displaying a color image, the display comprising a plu-
rality of controllable narrow-band light emitting elements,
one or more controllable broadband light emitting ele-
ments and a spatial light modulator comprising an array
of controllable pixels, the method comprising: determin-
ing a representative chromaticity for an area of the image;
determining a relative amount of broadband light to nar-
row-band light to provide to a corresponding area of the
spatial light modulator based at least in part on the rep-
resentative chromaticity; controlling the broadband and
narrow-band emitting elements to provide the deter-
mined relative amounts of broadband to narrow-band
light to the area; and controlling the pixels of the spatial
light modulator to adjust an amount of the light that is
passed to a viewer to replicate the image to be displayed.
[0262] EEE145. A method for displaying a color image,
the method comprising, for each of a plurality of areas of
the image:

determining a saturation value corresponding to the
area for each of a plurality of spectral ranges;
comparing the saturation values to corresponding
thresholds;
if the saturation values are less than the correspond-
ing thresholds, generating the area of the image with
light from one or more broadband light emitters; and,
if one or more of the saturation values exceeds the
corresponding threshold generating the area of the
image with light from one or more narrow-band light
emitters.

[0263] As will be apparent to those skilled in the art in
the light of the foregoing disclosure, many alterations and
modifications are possible in the practice of this invention
without departing from the scope thereof. For example,
features of the various embodiments described herein
may be combined with features of other embodiments to
yield additional embodiments. Designs of existing or fu-
ture displays may be modified to incorporate features as
described herein. Accordingly, the scope of the invention
is to be construed in accordance with the substance de-
fined by the following claims.

Claims

1. A display (10, 24, 40) comprising:

a transmission-type spatial light modulator pan-
el (25) having addressable pixels (26);
a plurality of narrow-band light-emitting ele-
ments (21A, 21B, 21C) arranged to illuminate
the panel (25) with narrow-band light of a plu-
rality of colors, respectively; wherein the narrow-
band light of a particular color is monochromatic
light; and
at least one broadband light source (23) ar-
ranged to illuminate the panel (25) with broad-
band light having a broadband spectral power
distribution; wherein the broadband light in-
cludes any of white light, blue-green light, yellow
light and magenta light or mixtures thereof,
wherein the broadband light has a spectral
bandwidth at half maximum of at least 150 nm;
wherein the broadband light source (23) is con-
trollable to alter an amount of the broadband
light illuminating an area on the panel (25);
wherein an area comprises a pixel (26) or a
group of pixels (26); wherein the panel (25) is
configured to reproduce a first gamut (34) of
colors if illuminated only by light from the broad-
band light source (23); wherein a size of the first
gamut (34) is a function of luminance; wherein
the panel (25) is configured to reproduce a sec-
ond gamut (32) of colors if illuminated only by
light from the plurality of narrow-band light-emit-
ting elements (21A, 21B, 21C); wherein the first
gamut (34) is entirely contained within the sec-
ond gamut (32);
a controller (16) connected to receive image da-
ta and configured to determine from the image
data a chromaticity and luminance correspond-
ing to the area on the panel (25); and, based at
least in part on the chromaticity, control the
amount of the broadband light at the area on the
panel (25); wherein the controller (16) is config-
ured to determine whether the chromaticity falls
within a first chroma region (35) lying within the
first gamut (34) and, if so, perform illumination
of the area on the panel (25) with the broadband
light only; wherein the controller (16) is config-
ured to determine whether the chromaticity falls
within a second chroma region (35A) lying within
the second gamut (32) but falls outside the first
chroma region (35) and, if so, perform illumina-
tion of the area on the panel (25) with the narrow-
band light from at least one of the plurality of
narrow-band light-emitting elements (21A, 21B,
21C) and with the broadband light; and wherein
the controller (16) is configured to determine
whether the chromaticity falls outside the sec-
ond chroma region (35A) and, if so, perform il-
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lumination of the area on the panel (25) with the
narrow-band light from at least one of the plu-
rality of narrow-band light-emitting elements
(21A, 21B, 21C) only.

2. A display according to claim 1 wherein the panel (25)
comprises an LCD panel.

3. A display according to claim 1 wherein the narrow-
band light-emitting elements (21A, 21B, 21C) com-
prise organic LEDs controllable to alter an amount
of the narrow-band light at the area on the panel (25).

4. A display according to claim 1 wherein each pixel
(26) of the panel (25) has a plurality of addressable
sub-pixels; wherein the sub-pixels are associated
with corresponding color filters.

5. A display according to claim 4 wherein the sub-pixels
are controllable to vary an amount of light from light
incident on the sub-pixel that passes through the
panel (25).

6. A display according to claim 4 or 5 wherein the color
filters have pass bands which are broader than
peaks in emission spectra for the narrow-band light-
emitting elements (21A, 21B, 21C).

Patentansprüche

1. Anzeigevorrichtung (10, 24, 40), umfassend:

eine räumliche Lichtmodulatorplatte (25) vom
Übertragungstyp aufweisend adressierbare Pi-
xel (26);
eine Vielzahl von Schmalbandlicht emittieren-
den Elementen (21A, 21B, 21C), die dazu an-
geordnet sind, die Platte (25) jeweils mit
Schmalbandlicht einer Vielzahl von Farben zu
beleuchten; wobei das Schmalbandlicht einer
bestimmten Farbe monochromatisches Licht
ist; und
mindestens eine Breitbandlichtquelle (23), die
dazu angeordnet ist, die Platte (25) mit Breit-
bandlicht aufweisend eine breitbandige spektra-
le Leistungsverteilung zu beleuchten;
wobei das Breitbandlicht eines von weißem
Licht, blau-grünem Licht, gelbem Licht und ma-
gentafarbenem Licht oder Mischungen davon
umfasst, wobei das Breitbandlicht eine spektra-
le Bandbreite bei halbem Maximum von mindes-
tens 150 nm aufweist; wobei die Breitbandlicht-
quelle (23) steuerbar ist, um eine Menge des
Breitbandlichtes zu verändern, das einen Be-
reich auf der Platte (25) beleuchtet; wobei ein
Bereich einen Pixel (26) oder eine Pixelgruppe
(26) umfasst; wobei die Platte (25) dazu ausge-

legt ist, ein erstes Spektrum (34) von Farben
wiederzugeben, wenn sie nur durch Licht aus
der Breitbandlichtquelle (23) beleuchtet wird;
wobei eine Größe des ersten Spektrums (34)
eine Luminanzfunktion ist; wobei die Platte (25)
dazu ausgelegt ist, ein zweites Spektrum (32)
von Farben wiederzugeben, wenn sie nur von
Licht aus der Vielzahl von Schmalbandlicht
emittierenden Elementen (21A, 21B, 21C) be-
leuchtet wird; wobei das erste Spektrum (34)
gänzlich im zweiten Spektrum (32) enthalten ist;
eine Steuereinrichtung (16), die dazu ange-
schlossen ist, Bilddaten zu empfangen, und da-
zu ausgelegt ist, aus den Bilddaten eine Chro-
matizität und Luminanz entsprechend dem Be-
reich auf der Platte (25) zu bestimmen; und, ba-
sierend mindestens teilweise auf der Chromati-
zität, die Menge des Breitbandlichtes am Be-
reich auf der Platte (25) zu steuern; wobei die
Steuereinrichtung (16) dazu ausgelegt ist, zu
bestimmen, ob die Chromatizität innerhalb ei-
nes ersten Chromabereich (35) fällt, der im ers-
ten Spektrum (34) liegt, und, wenn ja, eine Be-
leuchtung des Bereichs auf der Platte (25) nur
mit dem Breitbandlicht auszuführen; wobei die
Steuereinrichtung (16) dazu ausgelegt ist, zu
bestimmen, ob die Chromatizität innerhalb ei-
nes zweiten Chromabereichs (35A) fällt, der im
zweiten Spektrum (32) liegt, jedoch außerhalb
des ersten Chromabereichs (35) fällt und, wenn
ja, eine Beleuchtung des Bereichs auf der Platte
(25) mit dem Schmalbandlicht aus mindestens
einem der Vielzahl von Schmalbandlicht emit-
tierenden Elementen (21A, 21B, 21C) und mit
dem Breitbandlicht auszuführen; und wobei die
Steuereinrichtung (16) dazu ausgelegt ist, zu
bestimmen, ob die Chromatizität außerhalb des
zweiten Chromabereichs (35A) und, wenn ja, ei-
ne Beleuchtung des Bereichs auf der Platte (25)
nur mit dem Schmalbandlicht aus mindestens
einem der Vielzahl von Schmalbandlicht emit-
tierenden Elementen (21A, 21B, 21C) auszufüh-
ren.

2. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Platte (25) eine LCD-Platte umfasst.

3. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Schmalbandlicht emittierenden Elemente (21A,
21B, 21C) organische LEDs umfassen, die steuer-
bar sind, um eine Menge des Schmalbandlichtes am
Bereich auf der Platte (25) zu verändern.

4. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei jeder
Pixel (26) der Platte (25) eine Vielzahl von adres-
sierbaren Unterpixeln aufweist; wobei die Unterpi-
xeln entsprechenden Farbfiltern zugeordnet sind.
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5. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Un-
terpixeln steuerbar sind, um eine Lichtmenge aus
auf den Unterpixel einfallendem Licht zu variieren,
das die Platte (25) durchquert.

6. Anzeigevorrichtung nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei
die Farbfilter Durchlassbänder aufweisen, die breiter
sind als Spitzen in Emissionsspektren für die
Schmalbandlicht emittierenden Elemente (21A,
21B, 21C).

Revendications

1. Dispositif d’affichage (10, 24, 40) comprenant :

un écran modulateur spatial de lumière du type
à transmission (25) possédant des pixels adres-
sables (26) ;
une pluralité d’éléments électroluminescents à
bande étroite (21A, 21B, 21C) agencés pour
éclairer l’écran (25) avec une lumière à bande
étroite d’une pluralité de couleurs,
respectivement ;
la lumière à bande étroite d’une certaine couleur
étant une lumière monochrome ; et
au moins une source lumineuse à large bande
(23) agencée pour éclairer l’écran (25) avec une
lumière à large bande possédant une distribu-
tion de puissance spectrale à large bande,
la lumière à large bande comprenant une quel-
conque des suivantes : lumière blanche ; lumiè-
re bleu-vert ; lumière jaune ; et lumière magen-
ta, ou des mélanges de ces dernières, la largeur
de bande spectrale à mi-hauteur de la lumière
à large bande étant au moins 150 nm ;
la source lumineuse à large bande (23) pouvant
être contrôlée pour modifier une quantité de la
lumière à large bande éclairant une zone sur
l’écran (25) ;
une zone comprenant un pixel (26) ou un groupe
de pixels (26) ;
l’écran (25) étant configuré pour reproduire une
première palette (34) de couleurs s’il est éclairé
exclusivement par une lumière de la source lu-
mineuse à large bande (23) ;
une taille de la première palette (34) étant une
fonction de la luminance ;
l’écran (25) étant configuré pour reproduire une
deuxième palette (32) de couleurs s’il est éclairé
exclusivement par la lumière de la pluralité d’élé-
ments électroluminescents à bande étroite
(21A, 21B, 21C) ;
la première palette (34) étant entièrement con-
tenue dans la deuxième palette (32) ;
un contrôleur (16) étant connecté pour recevoir
des données d’image et configuré pour déter-
miner, d’après les données d’image, une chro-

maticité et une luminance correspondant à la
zone sur l’écran (25) ; et sur la base au moins
en partie de la chromaticité, contrôler la quantité
de lumière à large bande sans la zone de l’écran
(25) ;
le contrôleur (16) étant configuré pour détermi-
ner si la chromaticité est comprise dans une pre-
mière région de chrominance (35) située dans
la première palette (34), et, dans ce cas, effec-
tuer l’éclairage de la zone sur l’écran (25) avec
la lumière à large bande seulement ; le contrô-
leur (16) étant configuré pour déterminer si la
chromaticité est comprise dans une deuxième
région de chrominance (35A) située dans la
deuxième palette (32), mais hors de la première
région de chrominance (35), et, dans ce cas,
effectue l’éclairage d’une zone de l’écran (25)
avec de la lumière à bande étroite d’au moins
un de la pluralité d’éléments électrolumines-
cents à bande étroite (21A, 21B, 21C) et de la
lumière à large bande ; et
le contrôleur (16) étant configuré pour détermi-
ner si la chromaticité est située hors de la
deuxième région de chrominance (35A), et,
dans ce cas, effectue l’éclairage de la zone sur
l’écran (25) avec de la lumière à bande étroite
d’au moins un de la pluralité d’éléments électro-
luminescents à bande étroite (21A, 21B, 21C)
seulement.

2. Dispositif d’affichage selon la revendication 1,
l’écran (25) comprenant un écran LCD.

3. Dispositif d’affichage selon la revendication 1, les
éléments électroluminescents à bande étroite (21A,
21B, 21C) comprenant des diodes électrolumines-
centes (LED) organiques contrôlables pour modifier
une quantité de lumière à bande étroite sur la zone
de l’écran (25).

4. Dispositif d’affichage selon la revendication 1, cha-
que pixel (26) de l’écran (25) possédant une pluralité
de sous-pixels adressables, les sous-pixels étant as-
sociés avec des filtres chromatiques correspon-
dants.

5. Dispositif d’affichage selon la revendication 4, les
sous-pixels pouvant être contrôlés pour varier la
quantité de lumière depuis la lumière incidente sur
le sous-pixel traversant l’écran (25).

6. Dispositif d’affichage selon la revendication 4 ou 5,
les bandes passantes des filtres chromatiques étant
plus larges que des pics de spectres d’émission pour
les éléments électroluminescents à bande étroite
(21A, 21B, 21C).
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