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(54) MECHANISMS FOR COMPENSATING FOR BATTERY PACK FAILURE IN POWERED 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS

(57) A surgical instrument has a staple cartridge
housing a plurality of staples and an anvil configured to
capture tissue therebetween. The surgical instrument al-
so has a firing assembly configured to deploy the plurality
of staples into the captured tissue during a firing se-
quence, and a handle that includes an electric motor op-
erably coupled to the firing assembly, wherein the electric
motor is configured to motivate the firing assembly to
deploy the plurality of staples into the captured tissue

during the firing sequence, and a power pack. The power
pack includes rechargeable battery cells configured to
power the electric motor, at least one battery-cell health
indicator, and an electronic control circuit configured to
assess whether a subset of rechargeable battery cells is
damaged during the firing sequence based on at least
one measurement performed by the at least one bat-
tery-cell health indicator.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present invention relates to surgical instru-
ments and, in various arrangements, to surgical stapling
and cutting instruments and staple cartridges for use
therewith that are designed to staple and cut tissue.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0002] The invention, both as to organization and
methods of operation, together with advantages thereof,
may best be understood by reference to the following
description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings as follows:

FIG. 1 is a perspective, disassembled view of an
electromechanical surgical system including a sur-
gical instrument, an adapter, and an end effector,
according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the surgical instrument
of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is perspective, exploded view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1;
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a battery of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1;
FIG. 5 is a top, partially-disassembled view of the
surgical instrument of FIG. 1;
FIG. 6 is a front, perspective view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1 with the adapter separated
therefrom;
FIG. 7 is a side, cross-sectional view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1, as taken through 7-7 of FIG. 2;
FIG. 8 is a top, cross-sectional view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1, as taken through 8-8 of FIG. 2;
FIG. 9 is a perspective, exploded view of an end
effector of FIG. 1;
FIG. 10A is a top view of a locking member;
FIG. 10B is a perspective view of the locking member
of FIG. 10A;
FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of the surgical in-
strument of FIG. 1;
FIG. 12 is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of an electromechanical surgical system;
FIG. 13 is a rear, perspective view of a shaft assem-
bly and a powered surgical instrument, of the elec-
tromechanical surgical system of FIG. 12, illustrating
a connection therebetween;
FIG. 14 is a perspective view, with parts separated,
of the shaft assembly of FIG. 13;
FIG. 15 is a perspective view, with parts separated
of a transmission housing of the shaft assembly of
FIG. 13;
FIG. 16 is a perspective view of a first gear train
system that is supported in the transmission housing
of FIG. 15;
FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a second gear train

system that is supported in the transmission housing
of FIG. 15;
FIG. 18 is a perspective view of a third drive shaft
that is supported in the transmission housing of FIG.
15;
FIG. 19A is a partial perspective view of a surgical
instrument;
FIG. 19B is a perspective view of a power pack of
the surgical instrument of FIG. 19A;
FIG. 20 is a logic diagram outlining a method of as-
sessing the health of the power pack of FIG. 19B
and responding to a detected drop in power-pack
health;
FIG. 21 is a logic diagram of a module of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 19A;
FIG. 22 is a logic diagram of steps of the method of
FIG. 20;
FIG. 23 is a logic diagram of steps of the method of
FIG. 20;
FIG. 24 is a logic diagram of steps of the method of
FIG. 20;
FIG. 25 is a circuit diagram of a module of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 19A;
FIG. 26 is a Wheatstone bridge circuit;
FIG. 27 is an electronic control circuit coupled to a
plurality of battery cells arranged in series; and
FIG. 28 is a logic diagram for assessing the health
status of a power pack based on the sensor readings.

DESCRIPTION

[0003] Before explaining various forms of mechanisms
for compensating for battery pack failure in powered sur-
gical instruments in detail, it should be noted that the
illustrative forms are not limited in application or use to
the details of construction and arrangement of parts il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings and description.
The illustrative forms may be implemented or incorporat-
ed in other forms, variations and modifications, and may
be practiced or carried out in various ways. Further, un-
less otherwise indicated, the terms and expressions em-
ployed herein have been chosen for the purpose of de-
scribing the illustrative forms for the convenience of the
reader and are not for the purpose of limitation thereof.
[0004] Further, it is understood that any one or more
of the following-described forms, expressions of forms,
examples, can be combined with any one or more of the
other following-described forms, expressions of forms,
and examples.
[0005] Various forms are directed to mechanisms for
compensating for battery pack failure in powered surgical
instruments. In one form, the mechanisms for compen-
sating for battery pack failure in powered surgical instru-
ments may be configured for use in open surgical proce-
dures, but has applications in other types of surgery, such
as laparoscopic, endoscopic, and robotic-assisted pro-
cedures.
[0006] FIGS. 1-18 depict a surgical system that is gen-

1 2 



EP 3 187 125 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

erally designated as 10, and is in the form of a powered
hand held electromechanical instrument configured for
selective attachment thereto of a plurality of different end
effectors that are each configured for actuation and ma-
nipulation by the powered hand held electromechanical
surgical instrument. The system of FIGS. 1-18 is dis-
closed in U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2014/0110453, filed October 23, 2012, and titled SUR-
GICAL INSTRUMENT WITH RAPID POST EVENT DE-
TECTION, U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2013/0282052, filed June 19, 2013, and titled APPARA-
TUS FOR ENDOSCOPIC PROCEDURES, and U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0274722, filed
May 10, 2013, and titled APPARATUS FOR ENDO-
SCOPIC PROCEDURES.
[0007] Referring to FIGS. 1-3, a surgical instrument
100 is configured for selective connection with an adapter
200, and, in turn, adapter 200 is configured for selective
connection with an end effector or single use loading unit
or reload 300. As illustrated in FIGS. 1-3, the surgical
instrument 100 includes a handle housing 102 having a
lower housing portion 104, an intermediate housing por-
tion 106 extending from and/or supported on lower hous-
ing portion 104, and an upper housing portion 108 ex-
tending from and/or supported on intermediate housing
portion 106. Intermediate housing portion 106 and upper
housing portion 108 are separated into a distal half-sec-
tion 110a that is integrally formed with and extending
from the lower portion 104, and a proximal half-section
110b connectable to distal half-section 110a by a plurality
of fasteners. When joined, distal and proximal half-sec-
tions 110a, 110b define a handle housing 102 having a
cavity 102a therein in which a circuit board 150 and a
drive mechanism 160 is situated.
[0008] Distal and proximal half-sections 110a, 110b
are divided along a plane that traverses a longitudinal
axis "X" of upper housing portion 108, as seen in FIGS.
2 and 3. Handle housing 102 includes a gasket 112 ex-
tending completely around a rim of distal half-section
and/or proximal half-section 110a, 110b and being inter-
posed between distal half-section 110a and proximal
half-section 110b. Gasket 112 seals the perimeter of dis-
tal half-section 110a and proximal half-section 110b.
Gasket 112 functions to establish an air-tight seal be-
tween distal half-section 110a and proximal half-section
110b such that circuit board 150 and drive mechanism
160 are protected from sterilization and/or cleaning pro-
cedures.
[0009] In this manner, the cavity 102a of handle hous-
ing 102 is sealed along the perimeter of distal half-section
110a and proximal half-section 110b yet is configured to
enable easier, more efficient assembly of circuit board
150 and a drive mechanism 160 in handle housing 102.
[0010] Intermediate housing portion 106 of handle
housing 102 provides a housing in which circuit board
150 is situated. Circuit board 150 is configured to control
the various operations of surgical instrument 100.
[0011] Lower housing portion 104 of surgical instru-

ment 100 defines an aperture (not shown) formed in an
upper surface thereof and which is located beneath or
within intermediate housing portion 106. The aperture of
lower housing portion 104 provides a passage through
which wires 152 pass to electrically interconnect electri-
cal components (a battery 156, as illustrated in FIG. 4, a
circuit board 154, as illustrated in FIG. 3, etc.) situated
in lower housing portion 104 with electrical components
(circuit board 150, drive mechanism 160, etc.) situated
in intermediate housing portion 106 and/or upper housing
portion 108.
[0012] Handle housing 102 includes a gasket 103 dis-
posed within the aperture of lower housing portion 104
(not shown) thereby plugging or sealing the aperture of
lower housing portion 104 while allowing wires 152 to
pass therethrough. Gasket 103 functions to establish an
air-tight seal between lower housing portion 106 and in-
termediate housing portion 108 such that circuit board
150 and drive mechanism 160 are protected from steri-
lization and/or cleaning procedures.
[0013] As shown, lower housing portion 104 of handle
housing 102 provides a housing in which a rechargeable
battery 156, is removably situated. Battery 156 is config-
ured to supply power to any of the electrical components
of surgical instrument 100. Lower housing portion 104
defines a cavity (not shown) into which battery 156 is
inserted. Lower housing portion 104 includes a door 105
pivotally connected thereto for closing cavity of lower
housing portion 104 and retaining battery 156 therein.
[0014] With reference to FIGS. 3 and 5, distal half-sec-
tion 110a of upper housing portion 108 defines a nose
or connecting portion 108a. A nose cone 114 is supported
on nose portion 108a of upper housing portion 108. Nose
cone 114 is fabricated from a transparent material. A
feedback indicator such as, for example, an illumination
member 116 is disposed within nose cone 114 such that
illumination member 116 is visible therethrough. Illumi-
nation member 116 is may be a light emitting diode print-
ed circuit board (LED PCB). Illumination member 116 is
configured to illuminate multiple colors with a specific
color pattern being associated with a unique discrete
event.
[0015] Upper housing portion 108 of handle housing
102 provides a housing in which drive mechanism 160
is situated. As illustrated in FIG. 5, drive mechanism 160
is configured to drive shafts and/or gear components in
order to perform the various operations of surgical instru-
ment 100. In particular, drive mechanism 160 is config-
ured to drive shafts and/or gear components in order to
selectively move tool assembly 304 of end effector 300
(see FIGS. 1 and 9) relative to proximal body portion 302
of end effector 300, to rotate end effector 300 about a
longitudinal axis "X" (see FIG. 2) relative to handle hous-
ing 102, to move anvil assembly 306 relative to cartridge
assembly 308 of end effector 300, and/or to fire a stapling
and cutting cartridge within cartridge assembly 308 of
end effector 300.
[0016] The drive mechanism 160 includes a selector
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gearbox assembly 162 that is located immediately prox-
imal relative to adapter 200. Proximal to the selector gear-
box assembly 162 is a function selection module 163
having a first motor 164 that functions to selectively move
gear elements within the selector gearbox assembly 162
into engagement with an input drive component 165 hav-
ing a second motor 166.
[0017] As illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, and as mentioned
above, distal half-section 110a of upper housing portion
108 defines a connecting portion 108a configured to ac-
cept a corresponding drive coupling assembly 210 of
adapter 200.
[0018] As illustrated in FIGS. 6-8, connecting portion
108a of surgical instrument 100 has a cylindrical recess
108b that receives a drive coupling assembly 210 of
adapter 200 when adapter 200 is mated to surgical in-
strument 100. Connecting portion 108a houses three ro-
tatable drive connectors 118, 120, 122.
[0019] When adapter 200 is mated to surgical instru-
ment 100, each of rotatable drive connectors 118, 120,
122 of surgical instrument 100 couples with a corre-
sponding rotatable connector sleeve 218, 220, 222 of
adapter 200 as shown in FIG. 6. In this regard, the inter-
face between corresponding first drive connector 118
and first connector sleeve 218, the interface between cor-
responding second drive connector 120 and second con-
nector sleeve 220, and the interface between corre-
sponding third drive connector 122 and third connector
sleeve 222 are keyed such that rotation of each of drive
connectors 118, 120, 122 of surgical instrument 100
causes a corresponding rotation of the corresponding
connector sleeve 218, 220, 222 of adapter 200.
[0020] The mating of drive connectors 118, 120, 122
of surgical instrument 100 with connector sleeves 218,
220, 222 of adapter 200 allows rotational forces to be
independently transmitted via each of the three respec-
tive connector interfaces. The drive connectors 118, 120,
122 of surgical instrument 100 are configured to be in-
dependently rotated by drive mechanism 160. In this re-
gard, the function selection module 163 of drive mecha-
nism 160 selects which drive connector or connectors
118, 120, 122 of surgical instrument 100 is to be driven
by the input drive component 165 of drive mechanism
160.
[0021] Since each of drive connectors 118, 120, 122
of surgical instrument 100 has a keyed and/or substan-
tially non-rotatable interface with respective connector
sleeves 218, 220, 222 of adapter 200, when adapter 200
is coupled to surgical instrument 100, rotational force(s)
are selectively transferred from drive mechanism 160 of
surgical instrument 100 to adapter 200.
[0022] The selective rotation of drive connector(s) 118,
120 and/or 122 of surgical instrument 100 allows surgical
instrument 100 to selectively actuate different functions
of end effector 300. Selective and independent rotation
of first drive connector 118 of surgical instrument 100
corresponds to the selective and independent opening
and closing of tool assembly 304 of end effector 300, and

driving of a stapling/cutting component of tool assembly
304 of end effector 300. Also, the selective and inde-
pendent rotation of second drive connector 120 of surgi-
cal instrument 100 corresponds to the selective and in-
dependent articulation of tool assembly 304 of end ef-
fector 300 transverse to longitudinal axis "X" (see FIG.
2). Additionally, the selective and independent rotation
of third drive connector 122 of surgical instrument 100
corresponds to the selective and independent rotation of
end effector 300 about longitudinal axis "X" (see FIG. 2)
relative to handle housing 102 of surgical instrument 100.
[0023] As mentioned above and as illustrated in FIGS.
5 and 8, drive mechanism 160 includes a selector gear-
box assembly 162; and a function selection module 163,
located proximal to the selector gearbox assembly 162,
that functions to selectively move gear elements within
the selector gearbox assembly 162 into engagement with
second motor 166. Thus, drive mechanism 160 selec-
tively drives one of drive connectors 118, 120, 122 of
surgical instrument 100 at a given time.
[0024] As illustrated in FIGS. 1-3, handle housing 102
supports a control assembly 107 on a distal surface or
side of intermediate housing portion 108. The control as-
sembly 107 is a fully-functional mechanical subassembly
that can be assembled and tested separately from the
rest of the instrument 100 prior to coupling thereto.
[0025] Control assembly 107, in cooperation with in-
termediate housing portion 108, supports a pair of finger-
actuated control buttons 124, 126 and a pair rocker de-
vices 128, 130 within a housing 107a. The control buttons
124, 126 are coupled to extension shafts 125, 127 re-
spectively. In particular, control assembly 107 defines an
upper aperture 124a for slidably receiving the extension
shaft 125, and a lower aperture 126a for slidably receiving
the extension shaft 127.
[0026] The control assembly 107 and its components
(e.g., control buttons 124, 126 and rocker devices 128,
130) may be formed from low friction, self-lubricating,
lubricious plastics or materials or coatings covering the
moving components to reduce actuation forces, key com-
ponent wear, elimination of galling, smooth consistent
actuation, improved component and assembly reliability
and reduced clearances for a tighter fit and feel consist-
ency. This includes the use of plastic materials in the
bushings, rocker journals, plunger bushings, spring
pockets, retaining rings and slider components. Molding
the components in plastic also provides net-shape or
mesh-shaped components with all of these performance
attributes. Plastic components eliminate corrosion and
bi-metal anodic reactions under electrolytic conditions
such as autoclaving, steam sterilizations and cleaning
Press fits with lubricious plastics and materials also elim-
inate clearances with minimal strain or functional penal-
ties on the components when compared to similar metal
components.
[0027] Suitable materials for forming the components
of the control assembly 107 include, but are not limited
to, polyamines, polyphenylene sulfides, polyphthala-
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mides, polyphenylsulfones, polyether ketones, poly-
tetrafluoroethylenes, and combinations thereof. These
components may be used in the presence or absence of
lubricants and may also include additives for reduced
wear and frictional forces.
[0028] Reference may be made to a U.S. Patent Ap-
plication Serial No. 13/331,047, now U.S. Patent No.
8,968,276, the entire contents of which are incorporated
by reference herein, for a detailed discussion of the con-
struction and operation of the surgical instrument 100.
[0029] The surgical instrument 100 includes a firing as-
sembly configured to deploy or eject a plurality of staples
into tissue captured by the end effector 300. The firing
assembly comprises a drive assembly 360, as illustrated
in FIG. 9. The drive assembly 360 includes a flexible drive
beam 364 having a distal end which is secured to a dy-
namic clamping member 365, and a proximal engage-
ment section 368. Engagement section 368 includes a
stepped portion defining a shoulder 370. A proximal end
of engagement section 368 includes diametrically op-
posed inwardly extending fingers 372. Fingers 372 en-
gage a hollow drive member 374 to fixedly secure drive
member 374 to the proximal end of beam 364. Drive
member 374 defines a proximal porthole 376a which re-
ceives a connection member of drive tube 246 (FIG. 1)
of adapter 200 when end effector 300 is attached to distal
coupling 230 of adapter 200.
[0030] When drive assembly 360 is advanced distally
within tool assembly 304, an upper beam 365a of clamp-
ing member 365 moves within a channel defined between
anvil plate 312 and anvil cover 310 and a lower beam
365b moves over the exterior surface of carrier 316 to
close tool assembly 304 and fire staples therefrom.
[0031] Proximal body portion 302 of end effector 300
includes a sheath or outer tube 301 enclosing an upper
housing portion 301 a and a lower housing portion 301
b. The housing portions 301 a and 301 b enclose an
articulation link 366 having a hooked proximal end 366a
which extends from a proximal end of end effector 300.
Hooked proximal end 366a of articulation link 366 en-
gages a coupling hook (not shown) of adapter 200 when
end effector 300 is secured to distal housing 232 of adapt-
er 200. When drive bar 258 of adapter 200 is advanced
or retracted as described above, articulation link 366 of
end effector 300 is advanced or retracted within end ef-
fector 300 to pivot tool assembly 304 in relation to a distal
end of proximal body portion 302.
[0032] As illustrated in FIG. 9 above, cartridge assem-
bly 308 of tool assembly 304 includes a staple cartridge
305 supportable in carrier 316. The cartridge can be per-
manently installed in the end effector 300 or can be ar-
ranged so as to be removable and replaceable. Staple
cartridge 305 defines a central longitudinal slot 305a, and
three linear rows of staple retention slots 305b positioned
on each side of longitudinal slot 305a. Each of staple
retention slots 305b receives a single staple 307 and a
portion of a staple pusher 309. During operation of in-
strument 100, drive assembly 360 abuts an actuation

sled and pushes actuation sled through cartridge 305.
As the actuation sled moves through cartridge 305, cam
wedges of the actuation sled sequentially engage staple
pushers 309 to move staple pushers 309 vertically within
staple retention slots 305b and sequentially eject staples
307 therefrom for formation against anvil plate 312.
[0033] The hollow drive member 374 includes a lockout
mechanism 373 that prevents a firing of previously fired
end effectors 300. The lockout mechanism 373 includes
a locking member 371 pivotally coupled within a distal
porthole 376b via a pin 377, such that locking member
371 is pivotal about pin 377 relative to drive member 374.
[0034] With reference to FIGS. 10A and 10B, locking
member 371 defines a channel 379 formed between
elongate glides 381 and 383. Web 385 joins a portion of
the upper surfaces of glides 381 and 383. Web 385 is
configured and dimensioned to fit within the porthole
376b of the drive member 374. Horizontal ledges 389
and 391 extend from glides 381 and 383 respectively.
As best shown in FIG. 9, a spring 393 is disposed within
the drive member 374 and engages horizontal ledge 389
and/or horizontal ledge 391 to bias locking member 371
downward.
[0035] In operation, the locking member 371 is initially
disposed in its pre-fired position at the proximal end of
the housing portions 301 a and 301 b with horizontal
ledge 389 and 391 resting on top of projections 303a,
303b formed in the sidewalls of housing portion 301 b.
In this position, locking member 371 is held up and out
of alignment with a projection 303c formed in the bottom
surface of housing portion 301 b, distal of the projection
303a, 303b, and web 385 is in longitudinal juxtaposition
with shoulder 370 defined in drive beam 364. This con-
figuration permits the anvil 306 to be opened and repo-
sitioned onto the tissue to be stapled until the surgeon is
satisfied with the position without activating locking mem-
ber 371 to disable the disposable end effector 300.
[0036] Upon distal movement of the drive beam 364
by the drive tube 246, locking member 371 rides off of
projections 303a, 303b and is biased into engagement
with housing portion 301 b by the spring 393, distal of
projection 303c. Locking member 371 remains in this
configuration throughout firing of the apparatus.
[0037] Upon retraction of the drive beam 364, after at
least a partial firing, locking member 371 passes under
projections 303a, 303b and rides over projection 303c of
housing portion 301 b until the distal-most portion of lock-
ing member 371 is proximal to projection 303c. The
spring 393 biases locking member 371 into juxtaposed
alignment with projection 303c, effectively disabling the
disposable end effector. If an attempt is made to reactu-
ate the apparatus, loaded with the existing end effector
300, the locking member 371 will abut projection 303c of
housing portion 301 b and will inhibit distal movement of
the drive beam 364.
[0038] Another aspect of the instrument 100 is shown
in FIG. 11. The instrument 100 includes the motor 164.
The motor 164 may be any electrical motor configured
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to actuate one or more drives (e.g., rotatable drive con-
nectors 118, 120, 122 of FIG. 6). The motor 164 is cou-
pled to the battery 156, which may be a DC battery (e.g.,
rechargeable lead-based, nickel-based, lithium-ion
based, battery etc.), an AC/DC transformer, or any other
power source suitable for providing electrical energy to
the motor 164.
[0039] The battery 156 and the motor 164 are coupled
to a motor driver circuit 404 disposed on the circuit board
154 which controls the operation of the motor 164 includ-
ing the flow of electrical energy from the battery 156 to
the motor 164. The driver circuit 404 includes a plurality
of sensors 408a, 408b, ... 408n configured to measure
operational states of the motor 164 and the battery 156.
The sensors 408a-n may include voltage sensors, cur-
rent sensors, temperature sensors, pressure sensors, te-
lemetry sensors, optical sensors, and combinations
thereof. The sensors 408a-408n may measure voltage,
current, and other electrical properties of the electrical
energy supplied by the battery 156. The sensors 408a-
408n may also measure rotational speed as revolutions
per minute (RPM), torque, temperature, current draw,
and other operational properties of the motor 164. RPM
may be determined by measuring the rotation of the mo-
tor 164. Position of various drive shafts (e.g., rotatable
drive connectors 118, 120, 122 of FIG. 6) may be deter-
mined by using various linear sensors disposed in or in
proximity to the shafts or extrapolated from the RPM
measurements. Torque may be calculated based on the
regulated current draw of the motor 164 at a constant
RPM. The driver circuit 404 and/or the controller 406 may
measure time and process the above-described values
as a function thereof, including integration and/or differ-
entiation, e.g., to determine rate of change of the meas-
ured values and the like.
[0040] The driver circuit 404 is also coupled to a con-
troller 406, which may be any suitable logic control circuit
adapted to perform the calculations and/or operate ac-
cording to a set of instructions. The controller 406 may
include a central processing unit operably connected to
a memory which may include transitory type memory
(e.g., RAM) and/or non-transitory type memory (e.g.,
flash media, disk media, etc.). The controller 406 includes
a plurality of inputs and outputs for interfacing with the
driver circuit 404. In particular, the controller 406 receives
measured sensor signals from the driver circuit 404 re-
garding operational status of the motor 164 and the bat-
tery 156 and, in turn, outputs control signals to the driver
circuit 404 to control the operation of the motor 164 based
on the sensor readings and specific algorithm instruc-
tions. The controller 406 is also configured to accept a
plurality of user inputs from a user interface (e.g., switch-
es, buttons, touch screen, etc. of the control assembly
107 coupled to the controller 406). A removable memory
card or chip may be provided, or data can be downloaded
wirelessly.
[0041] Referring to FIG. 12-18, a surgical system 10’
is depicted. The surgical system 10’ is similar in many

respects to the surgical system 10. For example, the sur-
gical system 10’ includes the surgical instrument 100.
Upper housing portion 108 of instrument housing 102
defines a nose or connecting portion 108a configured to
accept a corresponding shaft coupling assembly 514 of
a transmission housing 512 of a shaft assembly 500 that
is similar in many respects to the shaft assembly 200.
[0042] The shaft assembly 500 has a force transmitting
assembly for interconnecting the at least one drive mem-
ber of the surgical instrument to at least one rotation re-
ceiving member of the end effector. The force transmit-
ting assembly has a first end that is connectable to the
at least one rotatable drive member and a second end
that is connectable to the at least one rotation receiving
member of the end effector. When shaft assembly 500
is mated to surgical instrument 100, each of rotatable
drive members or connectors 118, 120, 122 of surgical
instrument 100 couples with a corresponding rotatable
connector sleeve 518, 520, 522 of shaft assembly 500
(see FIGS. 13 and 15). In this regard, the interface be-
tween corresponding first drive member or connector 118
and first connector sleeve 518, the interface between cor-
responding second drive member or connector 120 and
second connector sleeve 520, and the interface between
corresponding third drive member or connector 122 and
third connector sleeve 522 are keyed such that rotation
of each of drive members or connectors 118, 120, 122
of surgical instrument 100 causes a corresponding rota-
tion of the corresponding connector sleeve 518, 520, 522
of shaft assembly 500.
[0043] The selective rotation of drive member(s) or
connector(s) 118, 120 and/or 122 of surgical instrument
100 allows surgical instrument 100 to selectively actuate
different functions of an end effector 400.
[0044] Referring to FIGS. 12 and 14, the shaft assem-
bly 500 includes an elongate, substantially rigid, outer
tubular body 510 having a proximal end 510a and a distal
end 510b and a transmission housing 212 connected to
proximal end 210a of tubular body 510 and being con-
figured for selective connection to surgical instrument
100. In addition, the shaft assembly 500 further includes
an articulating neck assembly 530 connected to distal
end 510b of elongate body portion 510.
[0045] Transmission housing 512 is configured to
house a pair of gear train systems therein for varying a
speed/force of rotation (e.g., increase or decrease) of
first, second and/or third rotatable drive members or con-
nectors 118, 120, and/or 122 of surgical instrument 100
before transmission of such rotational speed/force to the
end effector 501. As seen in FIG. 15, transmission hous-
ing 512 and shaft coupling assembly 514 rotatably sup-
port a first proximal or input drive shaft 524a, a second
proximal or input drive shaft 526a, and a third drive shaft
528.
[0046] Shaft drive coupling assembly 514 includes a
first, a second and a third biasing member 518a, 520a
and 522a disposed distally of respective first, second and
third connector sleeves 518, 520, 522. Each of biasing
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members 518a, 520a and 522a is disposed about re-
spective first proximal drive shaft 524a, second proximal
drive shaft 526a, and third drive shaft 228. Biasing mem-
bers 518a, 520a and 522a act on respective connector
sleeves 518, 520 and 522 to help maintain connector
sleeves 218, 220 and 222 engaged with the distal end
of respective drive rotatable drive members or connec-
tors 118, 120, 122 of surgical instrument 100 when shaft
assembly 500 is connected to surgical instrument 100.
[0047] Shaft assembly 500 includes a first and a sec-
ond gear train system 540, 550, respectively, disposed
within transmission housing 512 and tubular body 510,
and adjacent coupling assembly 514. As mentioned
above, each gear train system 540, 550 is configured
and adapted to vary a speed/force of rotation (e.g., in-
crease or decrease) of first and second rotatable drive
connectors 118 and 120 of surgical instrument 100 be-
fore transmission of such rotational speed/force to end
effector 501.
[0048] As illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 16, first gear train
system 540 includes first input drive shaft 524a, and a
first input drive shaft spur gear 542a keyed to first input
drive shaft 524a. First gear train system 540 also includes
a first transmission shaft 544 rotatably supported in trans-
mission housing 512, a first input transmission spur gear
544 a keyed to first transmission shaft 544 and engaged
with first input drive shaft spur gear 542a, and a first out-
put transmission spur gear 544b keyed to first transmis-
sion shaft 544. First gear train system 540 further in-
cludes a first output drive shaft 546a rotatably supported
in transmission housing 512 and tubular body 510, and
a first output drive shaft spur gear 546b keyed to first
output drive shaft 546a and engaged with first output
transmission spur gear 544b.
[0049] In at least one instance, the first input drive shaft
spur gear 542a includes 10 teeth; first input transmission
spur gear 544a includes 18 teeth; first output transmis-
sion spur gear 544b includes 13 teeth; and first output
drive shaft spur gear 546b includes 15 teeth. As so con-
figured, an input rotation of first input drive shaft 524a is
converted to an output rotation of first output drive shaft
546a by a ratio of 1:2.08.
[0050] In operation, as first input drive shaft spur gear
542a is rotated, due to a rotation of first connector sleeve
558 and first input drive shaft 524a, as a result of the
rotation of the first respective drive connector 118 of sur-
gical instrument 100, first input drive shaft spur gear 542a
engages first input transmission spur gear 544a causing
first input transmission spur gear 544a to rotate. As first
input transmission spur gear 544a rotates, first transmis-
sion shaft 544 is rotated and thus causes first output drive
shaft spur gear 546b, that is keyed to first transmission
shaft 544, to rotate. As first output drive shaft spur gear
546b rotates, since first output drive shaft spur gear 546b
is engaged therewith, first output drive shaft spur gear
546b is also rotated. As first output drive shaft spur gear
546b rotates, since first output drive shaft spur gear 546b
is keyed to first output drive shaft 546a, first output drive

shaft 546a is rotated.
[0051] The shaft assembly 500, including the first gear
system 540, functions to transmit operative forces from
surgical instrument 100 to end effector 501 in order to
operate, actuate and/or fire end effector 501.
[0052] As illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 17, second gear
train system 550 includes second input drive shaft 526a,
and a second input drive shaft spur gear 552a keyed to
second input drive shaft 526a. Second gear train system
550 also includes a first transmission shaft 554 rotatably
supported in transmission housing 512, a first input trans-
mission spur gear 554a keyed to first transmission shaft
554 and engaged with second input drive shaft spur gear
552a, and a first output transmission spur gear 554b
keyed to first transmission shaft 554.
[0053] Second gear train system 550 further includes
a second transmission shaft 556 rotatably supported in
transmission housing 512, a second input transmission
spur gear 556a keyed to second transmission shaft 556
and engaged with first output transmission spur gear
554b that is keyed to first transmission shaft 554, and a
second output transmission spur gear 556b keyed to sec-
ond transmission shaft 556.
[0054] Second gear train system 550 additionally in-
cludes a second output drive shaft 558a rotatably sup-
ported in transmission housing 512 and tubular body 510,
and a second output drive shaft spur gear 558b keyed
to second output drive shaft 558a and engaged with sec-
ond output transmission spur gear 556b.
[0055] In at least one instance, the second input drive
shaft spur gear 552a includes 10 teeth; first input trans-
mission spur gear 554a includes 20 teeth; first output
transmission spur gear 554b includes 10 teeth; second
input transmission spur gear 556a includes 20 teeth; sec-
ond output transmission spur gear 556b includes 10
teeth; and second output drive shaft spur gear 558b in-
cludes 15 teeth. As so configured, an input rotation of
second input drive shaft 526a is converted to an output
rotation of second output drive shaft 558a by a ratio of 1:6.
[0056] In operation, as second input drive shaft spur
gear 552a is rotated, due to a rotation of second connec-
tor sleeve 560 and second input drive shaft 526a, as a
result of the rotation of the second respective drive con-
nector 120 of surgical instrument 100, second input drive
shaft spur gear 552a engages first input transmission
spur gear 554a causing first input transmission spur gear
554a to rotate. As first input transmission spur gear 554a
rotates, first transmission shaft 554 is rotated and thus
causes first output transmission spur gear 554b, that is
keyed to first transmission shaft 554, to rotate. As first
output transmission spur gear 554b rotates, since second
input transmission spur gear 556a is engaged therewith,
second input transmission spur gear 556a is also rotated.
As second input transmission spur gear 556a rotates,
second transmission shaft 256 is rotated and thus causes
second output transmission spur gear 256b, that is keyed
to second transmission shaft 556, to rotate. As second
output transmission spur gear 556b rotates, since second
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output drive shaft spur gear 558b is engaged therewith,
second output drive shaft spur gear 558b is rotated. As
second output drive shaft spur gear 558b rotates, since
second output drive shaft spur gear 558b is keyed to
second output drive shaft 558a, second output drive shaft
558a is rotated.
[0057] The shaft assembly 500, including second gear
train system 550, functions to transmit operative forces
from surgical instrument 100 to end effector 501 in order
rotate shaft assembly 500 and/or end effector 501 rela-
tive to surgical instrument 100.
[0058] As illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 18, the transmis-
sion housing 512 and shaft coupling assembly 514 ro-
tatably support a third drive shaft 528. Third drive shaft
528 includes a proximal end 528a configured to support
third connector sleeve 522, and a distal end 528b ex-
tending to and operatively connected to an articulation
assembly 570.
[0059] As illustrated in FIG. 14, elongate, outer tubular
body 510 of shaft assembly 500 includes a first half sec-
tion 511 a and a second half section 511 b defining at
least three longitudinally extending channels through
outer tubular body 510 when half sections 511 a, 511 b
are mated with one another. The channels are configured
and dimensioned to rotatably receive and support first
output drive shaft 546a, second output drive shaft 558a,
and third drive shaft 528 as first output drive shaft 546a,
second output drive shaft 558a, and third drive shaft 528
extend from transmission housing 512 to articulating
neck assembly 530. Each of first output drive shaft 546a,
second output drive shaft 558a, and third drive shaft 528
are elongate and sufficiently rigid to transmit rotational
forces from transmission housing 520 to articulating neck
assembly 530.
[0060] Turning to FIG. 14, the shaft assembly 500 fur-
ther includes an articulating neck assembly 530. The ar-
ticulating neck assembly 530 includes a proximal neck
housing 532, a plurality of links 534 connected to and
extending in series from proximal neck housing 532; and
a distal neck housing 536 connected to and extending
from a distal-most link of the plurality of links 534. It is
contemplated that the shaft assembly may have a single
link or pivot member for allowing the articulation of the
end effector. It is contemplated that the distal neck hous-
ing can be incorporated with the distal most link.
[0061] The entire disclosures of:

U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2014/0110453, filed October 23, 2012, and titled
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT WITH RAPID POST
EVENT DETECTION;

U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2013/0282052, filed June 19, 2013, and titled AP-
PARATUS FOR ENDOSCOPIC PROCEDURES;
and

U.S. Patent Application Publication No.

2013/0274722, filed May 10, 2013, and titled APPA-
RATUS FOR ENDOSCOPIC PROCEDURES, are
hereby incorporated by reference herein.

[0062] Referring to FIG. 19A, a surgical instrument 10
is depicted. The surgical instrument 10 is similar in many
respects to the surgical instrument 100. For example, the
surgical instrument 10 is configured for selective connec-
tion with the end effector or single use loading unit or
reload 300 via the adapter 200. Also, the surgical instru-
ment 10 includes a handle housing 102 that includes a
lower housing portion 104, an intermediate housing por-
tion 106, and an upper housing portion 108. In addition,
the surgical instrument 10 includes a power pack 12 held
in the lower housing portion 104. Like the battery 156,
the power pack 12 is separably couplable to the surgical
instrument 10. One or more connectors 19 can be con-
figured to electrically couple the power pack 12 to the
surgical instrument 10, as illustrated in FIG. 21, when the
power pack 12 is attached to the surgical instrument 10.
The connectors 19 facilitate communication and power
exchange between the power pack 12 and the surgical
instrument 10.
[0063] As illustrated in FIG. 19B, the lower housing por-
tion 104 comprises resilient members 17 and 18 that are
configured to provide a snap-fit engagement with the in-
termediate housing portion 106. Other mechanisms for
attaching the lower housing portion 104 to the interme-
diate housing portion 106 are contemplated by the
present disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 19A, the power
pack 12 can be separated from the surgical instrument
10 by retracting or pulling the lower housing portion 104
in a direction away from the intermediate housing portion
106.
[0064] Referring to FIGS. 19B and 21, the power pack
12 includes a plurality of battery cells (B1... Bn) 14 and
an electronic control circuit 16. The battery cells 14 are
arranged in series and are electrically coupled to the elec-
tronic control circuit 16. Other arrangements of the bat-
tery cells 14 are contemplated by the present disclosure.
As illustrated in FIG. 19B, the power pack 12 includes
four battery cells (B1-B4). As illustrated in FIG. 21, the
power pack 12 may include more or less than four battery
cells. In various instances, the battery cells 14 are re-
placeable and/or rechargeable.
[0065] Referring to FIG. 20, a method 9 of monitoring
the health of the power pack 12 during a firing sequence
of the surgical instrument 10 is depicted. The method 9
includes steps for responding to a detected drop in the
health of the power pack 12 below a predetermined
threshold. The method 9 comprises a step 11 of detecting
activation of the firing sequence. The method 9 further
comprises a step 13 of monitoring the health of the power
pack after detection of the activation of the firing se-
quence. The step of monitoring the health of the power
pack 12 may include monitoring one or more parameters
associated with the power pack 12 such as, for example,
temperature, output current, and/or output voltage. In the
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event it is detected that the health of the power pack 12
is partially compromised, the method 9 further comprises
at least one post detection safety and/or operational
measure. For example, the method 9 further comprises
alerting a user of the surgical instrument 10 and/or re-
cording a damaged status of the compromised power
pack 12.
[0066] In at least one instance, the method 9 further
comprises determining whether the firing sequence can
be completed. In the event it is determined that the firing
sequence cannot be completed, the method 9 further
comprises alerting the user of the surgical instrument 10
and/or resetting the firing sequence. The step of resetting
the firing sequence may include, among other things, re-
tracting the drive assembly 360 to an original or starting
position. In the event it is determined that the firing se-
quence can be completed, the method 9 further compris-
es alerting the user of the surgical instrument 10 to con-
tinue the firing sequence. In addition the method 9 may
further comprise increasing and/or prioritizing a power
output of the power pack 12 to facilitate completion of
the firing sequence. Upon completion of the firing se-
quence, the method 9 may further comprise a step of
deactivating the surgical instrument 10.
[0067] The safety and/or operational measures of the
method 9 can be employed in addressing a situation
where the firing sequence has been started but is only
partially completed due to a failure of the power pack 12.
This situation generally yields a tissue region that is only
partially stapled and/or resected. The method 9 permits
completion of the stapling and/or resection of the tissue
region in the event the failure of the power pack 12 is a
partial failure.
[0068] Referring to FIG. 21, the power pack 12 may
employ the electronic control circuit 16 to monitor the
health of the power pack 12 during a firing sequence of
the surgical instrument 10 and respond to a detected
drop in the health of the power pack 12 below a prede-
termined threshold. The electronic control circuit 16 may
include one or more sensors (S1...Sn) 15 for monitoring
the health of the power pack 12. As illustrated in FIG. 27,
the electronic control circuit 16 includes a voltage sensor
22, a temperature sensor 24, and a current sensor 26
which cooperate to monitor the health status of the power
pack 12, as described in greater detail below. Other sen-
sors can also be employed by the electronic control circuit
16 to monitor the health of the power pack 12.
[0069] Further to the above, the electronic control cir-
cuit 16 includes a microcontroller 28 ("controller") that is
operably coupled to sensors 15, as illustrated in FIG. 21.
In certain instances, the controller 28 may include a mi-
croprocessor 30 ("processor") and one or more computer
readable mediums or memory units 32 ("memory"). In
certain instances, the memory 32 may store various pro-
gram instructions, which when executed may cause the
processor 30 to perform a plurality of functions and/or
calculations described herein such as, for example, one
or more of the steps of the method 9 depicted in FIG. 20.

In certain instances, the memory 32 may be coupled to
the processor 30, for example. The battery cells 14 can
be configured to supply power to the controller 28, the
sensors 15, and/or other components of the electronic
control circuit 16, for example. Furthermore, the control-
ler 28 can be in communication with a main controller 29
in the surgical instrument 10, as illustrated in FIG. 21,
which can also be powered by the battery cells 14 through
the connectors 19.
[0070] The controller 28 and/or other controllers of the
present disclosure may be implemented using integrated
and/or discrete hardware elements, software elements,
and/or a combination of both. Examples of integrated
hardware elements may include processors, microproc-
essors, microcontrollers, integrated circuits, ASICs,
PLDs, DSPs, FPGAs, logic gates, registers, semicon-
ductor devices, chips, microchips, chip sets, microcon-
trollers, SoC, and/or SIP. Examples of discrete hardware
elements may include circuits and/or circuit elements
such as logic gates, field effect transistors, bipolar tran-
sistors, resistors, capacitors, inductors, and/or relays. In
certain instances, the controller 28 may include a hybrid
circuit comprising discrete and integrated circuit ele-
ments or components on one or more substrates, for ex-
ample.
[0071] In certain instances, the controller 28 and/or
other controllers of the present disclosure may be an LM
4F230H5QR, available from Texas Instruments, for ex-
ample. In certain instances, the Texas Instruments
LM4F230H5QR is an ARM Cortex-M4F Processor Core
comprising on-chip memory of 256 KB single-cycle flash
memory, or other non-volatile memory, up to 40 MHz, a
prefetch buffer to improve performance above 40 MHz,
a 32 KB single-cycle SRAM, internal ROM loaded with
StellarisWare® software, 2KB EEPROM, one or more
PWM modules, one or more QEI analog, one or more
12-bit ADC with 12 analog input channels, among other
features that are readily available. Other microcontrollers
may be readily substituted for use with the present dis-
closure. Accordingly, the present disclosure should not
be limited in this context.
[0072] In various instances, one or more of the various
steps described herein can be performed by a finite state
machine comprising either a combinational logic circuit
or a sequential logic circuit, where either the combina-
tional logic circuit or the sequential logic circuit is coupled
to at least one memory circuit. The at least one memory
circuit stores a current state of the finite state machine.
The combinational or sequential logic circuit is configured
to cause the finite state machine to the steps. The se-
quential logic circuit may be synchronous or asynchro-
nous. In other instances, one or more of the various steps
described herein can be performed by a circuit that in-
cludes a combination of the processor 30 and the finite
state machine, for example.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 21, the electronic control cir-
cuit 16 may further include a boost converter 36. As il-
lustrated in FIG. 21, the battery cells 14 are coupled to
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the voltage converter or a boost converter 36. The proc-
essor 30 can be configured to employ the boost converter
36 to provide a boosted voltage or step-up the voltage
to maintain a minimum voltage sufficient to complete a
firing sequence in the event it is determined that one or
more of the battery cells 14 is damaged or compromised
during operation of the surgical instrument 10.
[0074] In at least one instance, as illustrated in FIG.
21, the processor 30 can be configured to respond to a
determination that one or more of the battery cells 14 are
compromised by employing a feedback system 34 to is-
sue an alert to a user of the surgical instrument 100. In
certain instances, the feedback system 34 may comprise
one or more visual feedback systems such as display
screens, backlights, and/or LEDs, for example. In certain
instances, the feedback system 34 may comprise one or
more audio feedback systems such as speakers and/or
buzzers, for example. In certain instances, the feedback
system 34 may comprise one or more haptic feedback
systems, for example. In certain instances, the feedback
system 34 may comprise combinations of visual, audio,
and/or haptic feedback systems, for example.
[0075] In at least one instance, the processor 30 is con-
figured to respond to a determination that one or more
of the battery cells 14 are compromised by storing or
recording a damaged status of the power pack 12 in the
memory 32. A damaged status of the power pack 12 can
also be stored in a memory 54 of a main controller 29
within the surgical instrument 40. The processor 30 of
the controller 28 of the power pack 12 can be in commu-
nication with the processor 52 of the main controller 29
to report to the main controller 29 the damaged status of
the power pack 12. In response to a determination that
one or more of the battery cells 14 are compromised, the
processor 52 of the main controller 29 can be configured
to reset the firing sequence by causing the drive assem-
bly 360 to return to an original or starting position, for
example. Alternatively, in certain instances, the proces-
sor 52 can be configured to reroute power from non-es-
sential systems of the surgical instrument 40 to ensure
completion of the firing sequence in the event of a deter-
mination that one or more of the battery cells 14 are com-
promised during the firing sequence. Examples of non-
essential systems may include backlit liquid crystal dis-
plays (LCDs) and/or Light-emitting diode (LED) indica-
tors. After completion of the firing sequence, the proces-
sor 52 of the main controller 29 can be configured to
cause the surgical instrument 40 to be deactivated until
the damaged power pack 12 is replaced with an undam-
aged power pack, for example.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 22, the step 13 of monitoring
the health of the power pack 12 may include monitoring
an output voltage of the battery cells 14. In such instanc-
es, the sensors 15 may include a voltage sensor which
can be arranged in parallel with the battery cells 14. The
voltage sensor can be configured to sample the output
voltage of the battery cells 14 during the firing sequence
of the surgical instrument 10. Additional voltage readings

can be obtained prior to activation of the firing sequence
and/or after completion of the firing sequence. The proc-
essor 30 can be configured to receive the voltage read-
ings of the voltage sensor, and compare the readings to
a predetermined voltage threshold (vt) that can be stored
in the memory 32. In the event of a voltage reading, or
an average of a plurality of voltage readings, that reaches
and/or falls below the predetermined voltage threshold
(vt), the processor 30 may conclude that one or more of
the battery cells 14 are compromised or damaged. In
response, the processor 30 can be configured activate
one or more of the safety and/or operational measures
described above.
[0077] Referring to FIG. 23, the step 13 of monitoring
the health of the power pack 12 may include monitoring
the current draw from the battery cells 14. In such in-
stances, the sensors 15 may include a current sensor
which can be arranged in series with the battery cells 14.
The current sensor can be configured to sample the cur-
rent draw from the battery cells 14 during the firing se-
quence of the surgical instrument 10. Additional current
readings can be obtained prior to activation of the firing
sequence and/or after completion of the firing sequence.
The processor 30 can be configured to receive the current
readings of the current sensor and compare the readings
to a predetermined current threshold (It) that can be
stored in the memory 32. In the event of a current reading,
or an average of a plurality of current readings, that reach-
es and/or falls below the predetermined current threshold
(It), the processor 30 may conclude that one or more of
the battery cells 14 are compromised or damaged. In
response, the processor 30 can be configured to activate
one or more of the safety and/or operational measures
described above.
[0078] Referring to FIG. 24, the step 13 of monitoring
the health of the power pack 12 may include monitoring
a temperature of the battery cells 14. In such instances,
the sensors 15 may include one or more temperature
sensors which can be positioned inside the power pack
12 in close proximity to the battery cells 14. The temper-
ature sensors can be configured to sample the temper-
ature of the battery cells 14 during the firing sequence of
the surgical instrument 100. Additional temperature read-
ings can be obtained prior to activation of the firing se-
quence and/or after completion of the firing sequence.
The processor 30 can be configured to receive the tem-
perature readings of the temperature sensor and com-
pare the readings to a predetermined temperature
threshold (Tt) that can be stored in the memory 32. In
the event of a temperature reading, or an average of a
plurality of temperature readings, that reaches and/or ex-
ceeds the predetermined temperature threshold (Tt), the
processor 30 may conclude that one or more of the bat-
tery cells 14 are compromised or damaged. In response,
the processor 30 can be configured to activate one or
more of the safety and/or operational measures de-
scribed above.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 25, a surgical instrument 40
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is similar in many respects to the surgical instruments 10
and 100. The surgical instrument 40 includes a power
pack 42, which is similar in many respects to the power
pack 12. In addition, the power pack 42 includes an in-
sulation chamber 44 that houses the battery cells 14. The
insulation chamber 44 includes an insulation wall 46 that
is configured to resist heat transfer between the inside
and the outside of the insulation chamber 44. The insu-
lation chamber 44 also houses one or more temperature
sensors 24 that are configured to sample an internal tem-
perature inside the insulation chamber 44 during the firing
sequence of the surgical instrument 40. Additional tem-
perature sensors 24’ are positioned outside the insulation
chamber 44 to sample an external temperature outside
the insulation chamber 44 during the firing sequence of
the surgical instrument 40.
[0080] The processor 30 is configured to receive the
external and internal temperature readings of the tem-
perature sensors 24’ and 24, respectively. In addition,
the processor 30 is configured to apply an algorithm,
which can be stored in the memory 32, to quantitatively
compare the received external and internal temperature
readings. In the event an internal temperature reading,
or an average of a plurality of internal temperature read-
ings, exceeds a simultaneously taken external tempera-
ture reading, or an average of a plurality of external tem-
perature readings, by a predetermined temperature
threshold (Tt), which can be stored in the memory 32,
the processor 30 may conclude that one or more of the
battery cells 14 are compromised or damaged. In re-
sponse, the processor 30 can be configured to activate
one or more of the safety and/or operational measures
described above.
[0081] In certain instances, the internal temperature
sensors 24 and the external temperature sensors 24’ of
the surgical instrument 40 can be arranged in a Wheat-
stone bridge circuit 48, as illustrated in FIG. 26. A voltage
sensor 22 can be employed to measure the voltage
across the Wheatstone bridge circuit 48. The processor
30 can be configured to receive the voltage readings of
the voltage sensor 22. In the event of a voltage reading,
or an average of a plurality of voltage readings, that
reaches and/or exceeds a predetermined voltage thresh-
old (vt), the processor 30 may conclude that one or more
of the battery cells 14 are compromised or damaged. In
response, the processor 30 can be configured activate
one or more of the safety and/or operational measures
described above.
[0082] As illustrated in FIG. 27, the electronic control
circuit 16 includes a voltage sensor 22, a temperature
sensor 24, and a current sensor 26 which cooperate to
monitor the health status of the power pack 12. The volt-
age sensor 22 can be configured to monitor an output
voltage of the battery cells 14 while the current sensor
26 and the temperature sensor 24 simultaneously meas-
ure a current draw from the battery cells 14 and a tem-
perature of the battery cells 14, respectively. In at least
one instance, the processor 30 is configured to receive

readings from the voltage sensor 22, the temperature
sensor 24, and the current sensor 26 during the firing
sequence of the surgical instrument 10. Additional read-
ings can also be obtained prior to activation of the firing
sequence and/or after completion of the firing sequence.
[0083] FIG. 28 is a logic diagram for assessing the
health status of a power pack based on the sensor read-
ings. Referring to FIG. 28, further to the above, the proc-
essor 30 is configured to apply an algorithm 50, which
can be stored in the memory 32, to assess the health
status of the power pack 12 based on the readings ob-
tained from the voltage sensor 22, the temperature sen-
sor 24, and the current sensor 26. First, the processor
30 is configured to determine whether the voltage reading
received from the voltage sensor 22 reaches or falls be-
low a predetermined voltage threshold (Vt) stored in the
memory 32. Second, if the processor 30 determines that
the voltage reading reaches or falls below the predeter-
mined voltage threshold (Vt), the processor 30 is config-
ured to further determine whether the current reading
received from the current sensor 26 reaches or falls be-
low the predetermined current threshold (It) stored in the
memory 32. Third, if the processor 30 determines that
the current reading reaches or falls below the predeter-
mined current threshold (It), the processor 30 is further
configured to determine whether the temperature read-
ing received from the temperature sensor 24 reaches or
exceeds the predetermined temperature threshold (Tt)
stored in the memory 32. If any of the three conditions is
not met, the processor 30 may continue to monitor the
health of the power pack 12. However, if all of the three
conditions are met, the processor 30 may conclude that
one or more of the battery cells 14 are compromised or
damaged. In response, the processor 30 can be config-
ured to activate one or more of the safety and/or opera-
tional measures described above. In at least one in-
stance, if two of the three conditions are met the proces-
sor 30 may conclude that one or more of the battery cells
14 are compromised or damaged.
[0084] Some portions of the detailed descriptions pro-
vided herein may be presented in terms of instructions
that operate on data that is stored in a computer memory.
Such descriptions and representations are used by those
skilled in the art to describe and convey the substance
of their work to others skilled in the art. In general, an
algorithm refers to a self-consistent sequence of steps
leading to a desired result, where a "step" refers to a
manipulation of physical quantities which may, though
need not necessarily, take the form of electrical or mag-
netic signals capable of being stored, transferred, com-
bined, compared, and otherwise manipulated. It is com-
mon usage to refer to these signals as bits, values, ele-
ments, symbols, characters, terms, numbers, or the like.
These and similar terms may be associated with the ap-
propriate physical quantities and are merely convenient
labels applied to these quantities.
[0085] Unless specifically stated otherwise as appar-
ent from the foregoing discussion, it is appreciated that,

19 20 



EP 3 187 125 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

throughout the foregoing description, discussions using
terms such as "processing" or "computing" or "calculat-
ing" or "determining" or "displaying" or the like, refer to
the action and processes of a computer system, or similar
electronic computing device, that manipulates and trans-
forms data represented as physical (electronic) quanti-
ties within the computer system’s registers and memories
into other data similarly represented as physical quanti-
ties within the computer system memories or registers
or other such information storage, transmission or display
devices.
[0086] As used herein "electrical circuitry" includes, but
is not limited to, electrical circuitry having at least one
discrete electrical circuit, electrical circuitry having at
least one integrated circuit, electrical circuitry having at
least one application specific integrated circuit, electrical
circuitry forming a general purpose computing device
configured by a computer program (e.g., a general pur-
pose computer configured by a computer program which
at least partially carries out processes and/or devices
described herein, or a microprocessor configured by a
computer program which at least partially carries out
processes and/or devices described herein), electrical
circuitry forming a memory device (e.g., forms of random
access memory), and/or electrical circuitry forming a
communications device (e.g., a modem, communica-
tions switch, or optical-electrical equipment). Those hav-
ing skill in the art will recognize that the subject matter
described herein may be implemented in an analog or
digital fashion or some combination thereof.
[0087] Several portions of the subject matter described
herein may be implemented via Application Specific In-
tegrated Circuits (ASICs), Field Programmable Gate Ar-
rays (FPGAs), digital signal processors (DSPs), or other
integrated formats. They can be equivalently implement-
ed in integrated circuits, as one or more computer pro-
grams running on one or more computers (e.g., as one
or more programs running on one or more computer sys-
tems), as one or more programs running on one or more
processors (e.g., as one or more programs running on
one or more microprocessors), as firmware, or as virtually
any combination thereof, and that designing the circuitry
and/or writing the code for the software and or firmware
would be well within the skill of one of skill in the art in
light of this disclosure. In addition, those skilled in the art
will appreciate that the mechanisms of the subject matter
described herein are capable of being distributed as a
program product in a variety of forms, and that the subject
matter described herein applies regardless of the partic-
ular type of signal bearing medium used to actually carry
out the distribution. Examples of a signal bearing medium
include, but are not limited to, the following: a recordable
type medium such as a floppy disk, a hard disk drive, a
Compact Disc (CD), a Digital Video Disk (DVD), a digital
tape, a computer memory, etc.; and a transmission type
medium such as a digital and/or an analog communica-
tion medium (e.g., a fiber optic cable, a waveguide, a
wired communications link, a wireless communication

link (e.g., transmitter, receiver, transmission logic, recep-
tion logic, etc.), etc.).
[0088] All of the above-mentioned U.S. patents, U.S.
patent application publications, U.S. patent applications,
foreign patents, foreign patent applications, non-patent
publications referred to in this specification and/or listed
in any Application Data Sheet, or any other disclosure
material are incorporated herein by reference, to the ex-
tent not inconsistent herewith. As such, and to the extent
necessary, the disclosure as explicitly set forth herein
supersedes any conflicting material incorporated herein
by reference. Any material, or portion thereof, that is said
to be incorporated by reference herein, but which con-
flicts with existing definitions, statements, or other dis-
closure material set forth herein will only be incorporated
to the extent that no conflict arises between that incor-
porated material and the existing disclosure material.
[0089] One skilled in the art will recognize that the here-
in described components (e.g., operations), devices, ob-
jects, and the discussion accompanying them are used
as examples for the sake of conceptual clarity and that
various configuration modifications are contemplated.
Consequently, as used herein, the specific exemplars
set forth and the accompanying discussion are intended
to be representative of their more general classes. In
general, use of any specific exemplar is intended to be
representative of its class, and the non-inclusion of spe-
cific components (e.g., operations), devices, and objects
should not be taken limiting.
[0090] With respect to the use of substantially any plu-
ral and/or singular terms herein, those having skill in the
art can translate from the plural to the singular and/or
from the singular to the plural as is appropriate to the
context and/or application. The various singular/plural
permutations are not expressly set forth herein for sake
of clarity.
[0091] The herein described subject matter sometimes
illustrates different components contained within, or con-
nected with, different other components. It is to be un-
derstood that such depicted architectures are merely ex-
emplary, and that in fact many other architectures may
be implemented which achieve the same functionality.
In a conceptual sense, any arrangement of components
to achieve the same functionality is effectively "associ-
ated" such that the desired functionality is achieved.
Hence, any two components herein combined to achieve
a particular functionality can be seen as "associated with"
each other such that the desired functionality is achieved,
irrespective of architectures or intermedial components.
Likewise, any two components so associated can also
be viewed as being "operably connected," or "operably
coupled," to each other to achieve the desired function-
ality, and any two components capable of being so as-
sociated can also be viewed as being "operably coupla-
ble," to each other to achieve the desired functionality.
Specific examples of operably couplable include but are
not limited to physically mateable and/or physically inter-
acting components, and/or wirelessly interactable,
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and/or wirelessly interacting components, and/or logical-
ly interacting, and/or logically interactable components.
[0092] With respect to the appended claims, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that recited operations
therein may generally be performed in any order. Also,
although various operational flows are presented in a se-
quence(s), it should be understood that the various op-
erations may be performed in other orders than those
which are illustrated, or may be performed concurrently.
Examples of such alternate orderings may include over-
lapping, interleaved, interrupted, reordered, incremental,
preparatory, supplemental, simultaneous, reverse, or
other variant orderings, unless context dictates other-
wise. Furthermore, terms like "responsive to," "related
to," or other past-tense adjectives are generally not in-
tended to exclude such variants, unless context dictates
otherwise.
[0093] In certain cases, use of a system or method may
occur in a territory even if components are located outside
the territory. For example, in a distributed computing con-
text, use of a distributed computing system may occur in
a territory even though parts of the system may be located
outside of the territory (e.g., relay, server, processor, sig-
nal-bearing medium, transmitting computer, receiving
computer, etc. located outside the territory).
[0094] A sale of a system or method may likewise occur
in a territory even if components of the system or method
are located and/or used outside the territory. Further, im-
plementation of at least part of a system for performing
a method in one territory does not preclude use of the
system in another territory.

Claims

1. A surgical instrument, comprising:

a jaw assembly, comprising:

a staple cartridge including a plurality of sta-
ples; and
an anvil, wherein at least one of the staple
cartridge and the anvil is movable relative
to the other one of the staple cartridge and
the anvil to capture tissue therebetween;

a firing assembly configured to deploy the plu-
rality of staples into the captured tissue during
a firing sequence; and
a handle, comprising:

an electric motor operably coupled to the
firing assembly, wherein the electric motor
is configured to generate at least one rota-
tional motion to motivate the firing assembly
to deploy the plurality of staples into the cap-
tured tissue during the firing sequence; and
a power pack separably couplable to the

handle, wherein the power pack comprises:

a plurality of rechargeable battery cells
configured to power the electric motor;
at least one battery-cell health indica-
tor; and
an electronic control circuit configured
to assess whether a subset of the plu-
rality of rechargeable battery cells is
damaged during the firing sequence
based on at least one measurement
performed by the at least one battery-
cell health indicator.

2. The surgical instrument of Claim 1, further compris-
ing a voltage converter, wherein the electronic con-
trol circuit is configured to employ the voltage con-
vertor to step-up an output voltage of the battery pack
to complete the firing sequence in response to a de-
termination that a subset of the plurality of recharge-
able battery cells is damaged.

3. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 1-2,
further comprising a memory, wherein the electronic
control circuit is configured to store a damaged sta-
tus of the power pack in the memory in response to
a determination that a subset of the plurality of re-
chargeable battery cells is damaged.

4. The surgical instrument of Claim 3, wherein the dam-
aged status is cleared after the damaged subset of
the plurality of rechargeable battery cells is replaced
with undamaged battery cells.

5. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 1-4,
wherein the electronic control circuit is configured to
deactivate the surgical instrument after completion
of the firing sequence in response to a determination
that a subset of the plurality of rechargeable battery
cells is damaged.

6. The surgical instrument of Claim 5, wherein the sur-
gical instrument is reactivated after replacing the
power pack with an undamaged power pack.

7. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 1-6,
further comprising a feedback indicator, wherein the
electronic control circuit is configured to employ the
feedback indicator to issue an alert in response to a
determination that a subset of the plurality of re-
chargeable battery cells is damaged.

8. A surgical instrument, comprising:

a jaw assembly, comprising:

a staple cartridge including a plurality of sta-
ples; and
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an anvil, wherein at least one of the staple
cartridge and the anvil is movable relative
to the other one of the staple cartridge and
the anvil to capture tissue therebetween;

a firing assembly configured to deploy the plu-
rality of staples into the captured tissue during
a firing sequence; and
a handle, comprising:

an electric motor operably coupled to the
firing assembly, wherein the electric motor
is configured to generate at least one rota-
tional motion to motivate the firing assembly
to deploy the plurality of staples into the cap-
tured tissue during the firing sequence; and
a power pack separably couplable to the
handle, wherein the power pack comprises:

a plurality of rechargeable battery cells
configured to power the electric motor;
at least one temperature sensor config-
ured to take at least one temperature
reading of the power pack during the
firing sequence; and
an electronic control circuit in commu-
nication with the at least one tempera-
ture sensor, wherein the electronic con-
trol circuit is configured to step up an
output voltage of the power pack during
the firing sequence in response to a de-
termination that the at least one tem-
perature reading exceeds a predeter-
mined value.

9. The surgical instrument of Claim 8, wherein the elec-
tronic control circuit comprises a memory, and
wherein the electronic control circuit is configured to
store the predetermined value in the memory.

10. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 8-9,
further comprising a memory, wherein the electronic
control circuit is configured to store a damaged sta-
tus of the power pack in the memory in response to
the determination that the at least one temperature
reading exceeds the predetermined value.

11. The surgical instrument of Claim 10, wherein the
damaged status is cleared after the damaged subset
of the plurality of rechargeable battery cells is re-
placed with undamaged battery cells.

12. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 8-11,
wherein the electronic control circuit is configured to
deactivate the surgical instrument after completion
of the firing sequence in response to the determina-
tion that the at least one temperature reading ex-
ceeds the predetermined value.

13. The surgical instrument of Claim 12, wherein the sur-
gical instrument is reactivated after replacing the
power pack with an undamaged power pack.

14. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 8-13,
further comprising a feedback indicator, wherein the
electronic control circuit is configured to employ the
feedback indicator to issue an alert in response to
the determination that the at least one temperature
reading exceeds the predetermined value.

15. A surgical instrument, comprising:

a jaw assembly, comprising:

a staple cartridge including a plurality of sta-
ples; and
an anvil, wherein at least one of the staple
cartridge and the anvil is movable relative
to the other one of the staple cartridge and
the anvil to capture tissue therebetween;

a firing assembly configured to deploy the plu-
rality of staples into the captured tissue during
a firing sequence; and
a handle, comprising:

an electric motor operably coupled to the
firing assembly, wherein the electric motor
is configured to generate at least one rota-
tional motion to motivate the firing assembly
to deploy the plurality of staples into the cap-
tured tissue during the firing sequence; and
a power pack separably coupled to the han-
dle, wherein the power pack comprises:

a plurality of rechargeable battery cells
configured to power the electric motor;
a voltage sensor configured to take at
least one voltage reading of an output
voltage of the power pack during the
firing sequence; and
an electronic control circuit in commu-
nication with the voltage sensor, where-
in the electronic control circuit is con-
figured to step up the output voltage of
the power pack during the firing se-
quence in response to a determination
that the at least one voltage reading is
below a predetermined value.

16. The surgical instrument of Claim 15, wherein the
electronic control circuit comprises a memory, and
wherein the electronic control circuit is configured to
store the predetermined value in the memory.

17. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 15-16,
further comprising a memory, wherein the electronic
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control circuit is configured to store a damaged sta-
tus of the power pack in the memory sequence in
response to the determination that the at least one
voltage reading exceeds the predetermined value.

18. The surgical instrument of Claim 17, wherein the
damaged status is cleared after the damaged subset
of the plurality of rechargeable battery cells is re-
placed with undamaged battery cells.

19. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 15-18,
wherein the electronic control circuit is configured to
deactivate the surgical instrument after completion
of the firing sequence in response to the determina-
tion that the at least one voltage reading exceeds
the predetermined value.

20. The surgical instrument of Claim 19, wherein the sur-
gical instrument is reactivated after replacing the
power pack with an undamaged power pack.

21. The surgical instrument of any one of Claims 15-20,
further comprising a feedback indicator, wherein the
electronic control circuit is configured to employ the
feedback indicator to issue an alert in response to
the determination that the at least one voltage read-
ing exceeds the predetermined value.
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