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©  Symbols,  each  having  a  particular  number  (e.g. 
9)  of  binary  bits  in  first  channels  have  individual 
periodicities.  A  symbol  in  each  channel  indicates  the 
start  and  the  periodicity  of  the  symbols  in  that  chan- 
nel.  Another  symbol  indicates  the  end  of  the  sym- 
bols  in  that  channel.  The  symbols  from  each  channel 
are  merged  into  sequential  time  slots,  during  the 
occurrence  of  the  symbols  in  such  channel,  in  a 
priority  dependent  upon  the  symbol  periodicities  in 
the  different  channels.  Aperiodic  symbols  in  second 
channels  are  merged  sequentially  into  the  time  slots 
not  occupied  by  the  periodic  symbols.  Second  por- 
tions  (e.g.  5  bits)  of  the  symbols  in  groups  are 
provided  in  character  frames  without  change.  The 
binary  bits  (e.g.  4)  in  the  first  portion  of  each  symbol 
in  each  group  represent  a  decimal  integer  with  an 

individual  decimal  significance.  The  resultant  deci- 
mal  value  is  represented  in  the  character  frame  by  a 
reduced  number  (e.g.  10)  of  binary  bits.  After  trans- 
mission,  the  reduced  number  of  binary  bits  are  con- 
verted  at  a  receiver  to  binary  bits  representing  each 
decimal  integer  in  the  resultant  decimal  value.  The 
converted  bits  for  each  symbol  are  combined  with 
the  bits  in  the  second  portion  of  the  symbol  to 
restore  the  symbol.  The  time  slots  for  the  periodic 
symbols  of  each  individual  periodicity  are  deter- 
mined  from  the  start  symbol  and  the  periodicity  of 
such  symbols.  The  symbols  in  the  time  slots  of  each 
individual  periodicity  are  introduced  to  a  separate 
channel.  The  aperiodic  symbols  are  introduced  to  an 
additional  channel. 
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