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(54) VIBRATION DETECTION DEVICE AND METHOD

(57) A vibration detection device (10) includes a first
component (12), a second component (14), and a de-
tecting member (16). The first component (12) and the
second component (14) can be moved with respect to
each other. The detecting member (16) is located at one
of the first component (12) and the second component
(14) and can be moved from a position (P1) in response
to relative movement between the first component (12)
and the second component (14).
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a detection de-
vice and more particularly to a vibration detection device
that works in response to a force.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Generally speaking, when a piece of furniture
(e.g., a drawer, cabinet, or door) or equipment undergoes
an earthquake of a certain magnitude, some moving part
or parts of the furniture or equipment tend to move (e.g.,
open or close) on their own with respect to a stationary
part. To prevent accidents that could arise from such un-
intended operation, safety devices were developed. For
example, US Patent No. 6,550,827 B1 discloses a clos-
ing device of a hinged door, wherein the hinged door (32)
is provided in a storing device main body (31). The closing
device includes a case (33), a locking member (38), and
at least one spherical member (37) above the locking
member (38). When an earthquake takes place, the
spherical member (37) prevents the locking member (38)
from moving upward and thereby controls the angle by
which the hinged door (32) may be opened by the earth-
quake.
[0003] As furniture or equipment that requires such a
safety device varies widely, it is important to develop dif-
ferent products so that consumers are supplied with more
choices.

Summary of the Invention

[0004] The present invention relates to a vibration de-
tection device that works in response to a force.
[0005] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, a vibration detection device includes a first compo-
nent, a second component, and a detecting member. The
first component and the second component can be
moved with respect to each other. The detecting member
is located at one of the first component and the second
component and is configured to be moved from a certain
position in response to relative movement between the
first component and the second component.
[0006] Preferably, the second component is movably
mounted to the first component.
[0007] Preferably, the first component includes a
space for receiving the second component.
[0008] Preferably, the second component has a small-
er size than the space.
[0009] Preferably, the vibration detection device fur-
ther includes a rolling member to facilitate movement of
the second component with respect to the first compo-
nent.
[0010] Preferably, the detecting member is a ball.
[0011] Preferably, the second component includes a
supporting structure for receiving a portion of the detect-

ing member.
[0012] Preferably, the supporting structure includes a
bottom portion and an inner wall, and the inner wall is
tilted with respect to the bottom portion.
[0013] Preferably, the first component includes a wall
portion adjacent to the supporting structure.
[0014] Preferably, the first component and the second
component are configured to be moved with respect to
each other in a direction different from the direction in
which the detecting member is moved from the position.
[0015] Preferably, the vibration detection device fur-
ther includes a cable element by which the second com-
ponent is suspended from the first component.
[0016] Preferably, the cable element is flexible.
[0017] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, a vibration detection device includes a first com-
ponent, a second component, and a detecting member.
The second component is movably mounted to the first
component and includes a supporting structure. The sup-
porting structure has a bottom portion and an inner wall.
The inner wall is tilted with respect to the bottom portion.
The first component includes a wall portion adjacent to
the supporting structure. The detecting member is ar-
ranged between the supporting structure of the second
component and the wall portion of the first component.
[0018] According to still another aspect of the present
invention, a vibration detection method includes the steps
of: providing a first component and a second component
that are movable with respect to each other; providing a
detecting member between the first component and the
second component; and applying a force to one of the
first component and the second component such that the
detecting member is moved from a certain position in
response to the force.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0019]

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the vibra-
tion detection device in the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is an assembled perspective view, taken from
the first viewing angle, of the vibration detection de-
vice in the first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an assembled perspective view, taken from
the second viewing angle, of the vibration detection
device in the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the vibration detection
device in the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion, showing that a force has yet to be applied to
the vibration detection device;

FIG. 5 is another sectional view of the vibration de-
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tection device in the first embodiment of the present
invention, showing that the vibration detection de-
vice is subjected to a force and that the detecting
member is driven;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the vibration detection
device in the second embodiment of the present in-
vention, showing that a force has yet to be applied
to the vibration detection device; and

FIG. 7 is another sectional view of the vibration de-
tection device in the second embodiment of the
present invention, showing that the vibration detec-
tion device is subjected to a force.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0020] Referring to FIG. 1, FIG. 2, and FIG. 3, the vi-
bration detection device 10 in an embodiment of the
present invention includes a first component 12, a second
component 14, and a detecting member 16.
[0021] The first component 12 includes a main body
18 and a position-limiting wall 20. The position-limiting
wall 20 is connected to, and located on one side of, the
main body 18. The main body 18 has an opening 22, and
the position-limiting wall 20 defines a space 24 in com-
munication with the opening 22. Preferably, the first com-
ponent 12 includes a wall portion 26 located on the op-
posite side of the main body 18 and adjacent to the open-
ing 22. Here, the wall portion 26 is substantially C-
shaped.
[0022] The second component 14 is movably mounted
to the first component 12. Preferably, the second com-
ponent 14 is received in the space 24 of the first compo-
nent 12 and has a smaller size than the space 24. In this
embodiment, the second component 14 includes a first
side 28 and a second side 30. Preferably, the second
side 30 is the opposite side of the first side 28. The second
component 14 further includes a supporting structure 32
and a mounting portion 34.
[0023] The supporting structure 32 is located at the
first side 28 by way of example and substantially corre-
sponds in position to the opening 22 of the first compo-
nent 12. Here, the supporting structure 32 has a substan-
tially conical shape. More specifically, the supporting
structure 32 includes a bottom portion 36, a top portion
38, and an inner wall 40 between the bottom portion 36
and the top portion 38. There is a receiving space be-
tween the bottom portion 36 and the inner wall 40. The
top portion 38 is wider than the bottom portion 36 and is
adjacent to the opening 22 of the first component 12.
Moreover, the inner wall 40 is tilted with respect to the
bottom portion 36. In this embodiment, the inner wall 40
is an inclined or curved surface with respect to the bottom
portion 36.
[0024] The mounting portion 34 is located at the sec-
ond side 30 and may be a sunken area. Preferably, the
vibration detection device 10 further includes a rolling

member 42, and the rolling member 42 is partially re-
ceived in the mounting portion 34. The rolling member
42 may be a ball or a roller. In this embodiment, there
are a plurality of mounting portions 34 and a plurality of
rolling members 42 by way of example.
[0025] The detecting member 16 lies between the first
component 12 and the second component 14. The de-
tecting member 16 may be a ball or other similar spherical
element without limitation.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 4, the wall portion 26 of the
first component 12 is adjacent to the periphery of the
supporting structure 32. In addition, the detecting mem-
ber 16 is arranged between the supporting structure 32
of the second component 14 and the wall portion 26 of
the first component 12. More specifically, a portion of the
detecting member 16 is received in the supporting struc-
ture 32 of the second component 14 and is adjacent to
the bottom portion 36 of the supporting structure 32. On
the other hand, the other portion of the detecting member
16 juts out of the top portion 38 of the supporting structure
32 and is adjacent to the wall portion 26 of the first com-
ponent 12.
[0027] The first component 12 and the second compo-
nent 14 can be moved with respect to each other. More
specifically, it is feasible to fix the first component 12 to
an object and allow the second component 14 to be
moved with respect to the first component 12. Alterna-
tively, the first component 12 may be movable with re-
spect to the second component 14 while the second com-
ponent 14 is fixed to an object. Here, by way of example,
the first component 12 is fixed, and the second compo-
nent 14 can be moved with respect to the first component
12.
[0028] Referring to FIG. 5, when a force such as an
externally applied force or the vibrating force of an earth-
quake is applied to the vibration detection device 10 in a
first direction D1, the second component 14 is subjected
to the force and is moved with respect to the first com-
ponent 12 in the first direction D1. The rolling members
42 (which are, for example, in contact with the aforesaid
object) make it easier for the second component 14 to
move with respect to the first component 12.
[0029] Furthermore, the detecting member 16 is
moved from a first position P1 to a second position P2 in
response to the force. It should be pointed out that the
second position P2 is variable with respect to the first
position P1, depending on the magnitude of the force.
Simply put, the detecting member 16 can leave the first
position P1 and reach another position in response to
forces (e.g., externally applied forces or vibrating forces)
of different magnitudes. More specifically, the detecting
member 16 is moved from the first position P1 to the
second position P2 in a second direction D2 in response
to the second component 14 moving with respect to the
first component 12. For example, when the second com-
ponent 14 is moved in response to the force, the detecting
member 16 is pressed against the wall portion 26 of the
first component 12 and is driven in the second direction
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D2 from the first position P1 to the second position P2
by the inner wall 40 of the supporting structure 32 of the
second component 14. Please note that the second di-
rection D2 is different from the first direction D1. In other
words, the direction in which the second component 14
is moved with respect to the first component 12 is different
from the direction in which the detecting member 16 is
moved from the first position P1.
[0030] FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 show the vibration detection
device 200 in another embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The vibration detection device 200 is different from
the vibration detection device 10 in the previous embod-
iment generally in that the former includes a flexible cable
element 202 such as a spring wire. Here, the second
component 204 is suspended from the first component
206 via a plurality of cable elements 202 by way of ex-
ample. According to this arrangement, the second com-
ponent 204 is movable with respect to the first component
206 when subjected to a force in the first direction D1, in
order to drive the detecting member 208. The working
principle of this embodiment is similar to that of the pre-
vious embodiment and, for the sake of brevity, will not
be stated repeatedly.
[0031] In addition, the present invention provides a vi-
bration detection method as disclosed in the embodi-
ments described above. For the sake of brevity, the steps
of the method will not be repeated.
[0032] While the present invention has been disclosed
through the foregoing embodiments, it should be under-
stood that the embodiments are not intended to be re-
strictive of the invention. The scope of patent protection
sought by the applicant is defined by the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A vibration detection device (10, 200), comprising:

a first component (12, 206) and a second com-
ponent (14, 204) movable with respect to each
other; and
a detecting member (16, 208) located at one of
the first component (12, 206) and the second
component (14, 204);
characterized in that the detecting member
(16, 208) is movable from a position (P1) in re-
sponse to relative movement between the first
component (12, 206) and the second compo-
nent (14, 204).

2. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in claim 1, wherein the second component (14, 204)
is movably mounted to the first component (12, 206).

3. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in claim 1 or 2, wherein the first component (12, 206)
includes a space (24) for receiving the second com-

ponent (14, 204).

4. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 1-3, wherein the second component
(14, 204) has a smaller size than the space (24).

5. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 1-4, further comprising a rolling mem-
ber (42) to facilitate movement of the second com-
ponent (14, 204) with respect to the first component
(12, 206).

6. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 1-5, wherein the detecting member
(16, 208) is a ball.

7. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 1-6, wherein the second component
(14, 204) includes a supporting structure (32) for re-
ceiving a portion of the detecting member (16, 208).

8. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in claim 7, wherein the supporting structure (32) in-
cludes a bottom portion (36) and an inner wall (40),
and the inner wall (40) is tilted with respect to the
bottom portion (36).

9. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in claim 8, wherein the first component (12, 206) in-
cludes a wall portion (26) adjacent to the supporting
structure (32).

10. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in claim 9, wherein the second component (14, 204)
is movably mounted to the first component (12, 206),
and the detecting member (16, 208) is arranged be-
tween the supporting structure (32) of the second
component (14, 204) and the wall portion (26) of the
first component (12, 206).

11. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 8-10, wherein when the second com-
ponent (14, 204) is moved with respect to the first
component (12, 206), the detecting member (16,
208) is driven by the inner wall (40) of the supporting
structure (32) of the second component (14, 204) via
the wall portion (26) of the first component (12, 206).

12. The vibration detection device (10, 200) as claimed
in any of claims 1-11, wherein the relative movement
between the first component (12, 206) and the sec-
ond component (14, 204) is in a direction different
from a direction in which the detecting member (16,
208) is moved from the position (P1).

13. The vibration detection device (200) as claimed in
any of claims 1-12, further comprising a cable ele-
ment (202) whereby the second component (204) is
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suspended from the first component (206).

14. The vibration detection device (200) as claimed in
claim 13, wherein the cable element (202) is flexible.

15. A vibration detection method, comprising the step of:

providing a first component (12, 206) and a sec-
ond component (14, 204) which are movable
with respect to each other;
characterized in that
the vibration detection method further compris-
es the step of providing a detecting member (16,
208) between the first component (12, 206) and
the second component (14, 204) such that,
when a force is applied to one of the first com-
ponent (12, 206) and the second component
(14, 204), the detecting member (16, 208) is
moved from a position (P1) in response to the
force.
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