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(54) BABY CARRIER

(57) A baby carrier (1) comprising: a support body
(2) extending between a lower edge (21) and an opposite
upper edge (22) in a longitudinal direction (X-X), said
upper edge (22) extending in a transverse direction (Y-Y)
orthogonal to said longitudinal direction (X-X); a pair of
shoulder straps (3) connected to the support body (2);
adjustment means (4) located at the upper edge (22) of
the support body (2) and configured to selectively adjust
the length of said upper edge (22) along the transverse
direction (Y-Y); said adjustment means (4) comprise: an
elastic element (41) comprising a fixing portion (42) fixed
to the support body (2) and a first free portion (43) ex-
tending in the transverse direction (Y-Y) and having a

plurality of first coupling members (44) spaced apart from
each other in the transverse direction (Y-Y); a second
coupling member (45) which is fixed to the support body
(2) and is spaced apart from the fixing portion (42) in the
transverse direction (Y-Y); wherein the first free portion
(43) of the elastic element (41) is elastically extensible
to reversibly couple a first coupling member (44) to the
second coupling member (45) to reversibly reduce the
length of the upper edge (22) of the support body (2) in
the transverse direction (Y-Y) from a maximum length to
a respective first length that is less than the maximum
length.
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a baby carrier.
This baby carrier finds particular application in carrying
children from birth to the age, for example, of three years.

Background art

[0002] A baby carrier is known in the art. This baby
carrier comprises a support body which extends between
a lower edge and an opposite upper edge in a longitudinal
direction. The upper edge extends in a transverse direc-
tion orthogonal to the longitudinal direction.
[0003] In addition, the baby carrier comprises a pair of
shoulder straps connected to the support body and
adapted to be worn by a user with the support body de-
fining a baby-carrying bag. The baby is placed inside the
bag and is then accommodated between the user’s chest
and the support body.
[0004] The baby carrier also comprises adjustment
means located at the upper edge of the support body and
configured to adjust the length of the upper edge along
the transverse direction. These adjustment means can
adapt the length of the upper edge to the actual size of
the child accommodated in the bag defined by the support
body.
[0005] For example, these adjustment means com-
prise a drawstring arranged inside a channel that extends
in the transverse direction at the upper edge of the sup-
port body. This drawstring comprises a portion sewn to
the support body and a free elastic portion having at least
one end that comes out of the channel. By pulling the
end of the drawstring, the length of the upper edge of the
supporting body in the transverse direction can be re-
duced.

Problem of the prior art

[0006] The adjustment means of the prior art baby car-
rier do not afford accurate adjustment of the length of the
upper edge of the support body. That is, by pulling the
free end of the drawstring the length of the upper edge
cannot be accurately and stably adjusted.
[0007] On the other hand, when a baby is carried in
the bag, the baby’s body presses against the upper edge
of the support body, thereby causing the drawstring to
loosen. In other words, as the baby is being carried, the
length of the upper edge achieved by pulling the free
portion of the drawstring, may not be maintained. This
can affect the comfort of the baby being carried, but also
of the user that wears the baby carrier.
[0008] In addition, the reduction of the length of the
upper edge obtained using the drawstring leads to the
formation of folds and wrinkles of the fabric of the support
body at the upper edge. These folds and wrinkles will
contact the delicate body of the baby, and considerably

affect the comfort of the baby being carried.

Summary of the invention

[0009] Therefore, the technical purpose of the present
invention is to provide a baby carrier that can obviate the
drawbacks of the prior art.
[0010] In particular, an object of the present invention
is to provide a baby carrier that can be adjusted to accu-
rately fit the actual size of the baby being carried.
[0011] Also, an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a baby carrier that ensures high comfort both for the
baby being carried and for the user that wears the baby
carrier.
[0012] The aforementioned technical purpose and ob-
jects are substantially fulfilled by a baby carrier that com-
prises the technical features as disclosed in one or more
of the accompanying claims.

Advantages of the Invention

[0013] In one embodiment of the invention, the upper
edge of the support body of the baby carrier can be ad-
justed in length and the length value so achieved can be
maintained as the baby is being carried.
[0014] In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
high comfort can be ensured for the baby being carried
and the user that wears the baby carrier for any length
value achieved at the upper edge of the support body.

BIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] Further features and advantages of the present
invention will result more clearly from the illustrative, non-
limiting description of a preferred, non-exclusive embod-
iment of a baby carrier as shown in the annexed draw-
ings, in which:

- Figure 1 is a front view of a baby carrier according
to the present invention;

- Figure 2 is a front view of a detail of the baby carrier
of Figure 1 in a first configuration;

- Figure 3 is a front view of the detail of Figure 2 in a
second configuration;

- Figure 4 is a front view of a component of the baby
carrier of Figure 1, not applied to the baby carrier;

- Figure 5 is a rear view of the baby carrier of Figure 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Particularly referring to the accompanying fig-
ures, numeral 1 designates a baby carrier.
[0017] This baby carrier 1 comprises a support body 2
which extends between a lower edge 21 and an opposite
upper edge in a longitudinal direction X-X. The upper
edge 22 extends in a transverse direction Y-Y orthogonal
to the longitudinal direction X-X. Preferably, the lower
edge 21 also extends in the transverse direction Y-Y.
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[0018] In addition, the baby carrier 1 comprises a pair
of shoulder straps 3 connected to the support body 2 and
adapted to be worn by a user with the support body 2
defining a baby-carrying bag. Therefore, this bag is de-
fined by the support body 2 and by the chest of the user.
[0019] The support body 2 has an inner surface 25 and
an opposite outer surface 26 which extend from the lower
edge 21 to the upper edge 22 in the longitudinal direction
X-X. In use, i.e. when the user wears the baby carrier 1,
the inner surface 25 faces the user’s chest, while the
outer surface 26 faces outwards. In other words, when
the user wears the baby carrier 2 and the baby is accom-
modated inside the bag, the inner surface 25 contacts
the baby’s body, and the outer surface 26 is the only
surface that is visible from the outside.
[0020] In use, depending on the size of the baby that
is carried in the pocket defined by the support body 2,
the head or neck of the baby is supported by the support
body 2 at the upper edge 22.
[0021] Furthermore, the baby carrier 1 comprises ad-
justment means 4 located at the upper edge 22 of the
support body 2 and configured to selectively adjust the
length of the upper edge 22 in the transverse direction
Y-Y.
[0022] Therefore, the adjustment means 4 can adjust
the length of the support body 2 level with the area of the
support body 2 that supports the head or neck of the baby
being carried. Therefore, the length of the upper edge 22
of the support body 2 can be adapted to the actual size
of the head and neck of the baby accommodated inside
the bag.
[0023] These adjustment means 4 are located at the
outer surface 26 of the support body 2. In use, the ad-
justment means 4 do not contact the body of the baby,
thus avoiding any discomfort for the baby or irritation of
his/her body, while affording adjustment of the length of
the upper edge 22 of the support body 2 even while the
baby is accommodated inside the bag.
[0024] The adjustment means 4 comprises an elastic
element 41 comprising a fixing portion 42 fixed to the
support body 2 and a first free portion 43 extending in
the transverse direction Y-Y. Therefore, the first free por-
tion 43 is at least partly fixed to the support body 2.
[0025] Preferably, the first free portion 43 of the elastic
element 41 extends between a first end 431 located at
the fixing portion 42, and an opposite second end 432,
in the transverse direction Y-Y. Still preferably, the first
free portion 43 has a rectangular shape. Alternatively,
the said free portion 43 is defined by a double-stitched
cord.
[0026] The first free portion 43 has a plurality of first
coupling members 44 which are spaced apart in the
transverse direction Y-Y. Preferably, the first coupling
members 44 are equally spaced apart in the transverse
direction Y-Y. Also preferably, said first coupling mem-
bers 44 are positioned between the first end 431 and the
second end 432 of the first free portion 43 at a progres-
sively increasing distance from the fixing portion 42 of

the elastic element 41.
[0027] In addition, the adjustment means 4 comprise
a second coupling member 45 which is fixed to the sup-
port body 2 and is spaced apart from the fixing portion
42 in the transverse direction Y-Y. In other words, the
support body 2 comprises a separation fabric portion 27
interposed between the second coupling member 45 and
the fixing portion 42 of the elastic element 41.
[0028] The first free portion 43 of the elastic element
41 is elastically extensible to reversibly couple a first cou-
pling member 44 to the second coupling member 45 to
reversibly reduce the length of the upper edge 22 of the
support body 2 in the transverse direction Y-Y from a
maximum length to a respective first length that is less
than the maximum length. Therefore, each coupling be-
tween a first coupling member 44 and the second cou-
pling member 45 is characterized by a respective first
length value of the upper edge 22.
[0029] By pulling the first free portion 43 of the elastic
element 41, the latter can be extended in the transverse
direction Y-Y from an initial length value to a respective
final length value, to thereby couple a first coupling mem-
ber 44 to the second coupling member 45.
[0030] Following the extension of the first free portion
43, the first free portion 43 springs back to a shorter
length, i.e. to its initial length. Nevertheless, since a first
coupling member 44 is coupled to the second coupling
member 45, the length reduction of the first free portion
43, caused by springback reduces the distance of the
second coupling member 45 from the fixing portion 42 of
the elastic element 41. This distance reduction causes
the separation fabric portion 27 of the support body 2 to
be shortened and hence reduces the length of the upper
edge 22 of the support body 2.
[0031] Advantageously, the separation fabric portion
27 is shortened by folding such separation fabric portion
27 toward the outer surface 26 of the support body 2.
Thus, the folds of the separation fabric portion 27 do not
contact the body of the baby accommodated inside the
bag. This results in high comfort for the baby being car-
ried, irrespective of the length of the upper edge 22 of
the support body 2.
[0032] It should be further noted that the closer a first
coupling member 44 is to the fixing portion 42 of the elas-
tic element 41, the shorter the respective first length of
the upper edge 22 of the support body 2 will be, once
such first coupling member 44 is coupled to the second
coupling member 4.
[0033] According to a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the baby carrier 1 comprises a protective ele-
ment 5 configured to protect the head of the baby. For
example, the protective element 5 is a hood known to
the skilled person. The protective element 5 can protect
the baby from the sun and/or the wind.
[0034] This protective element 5 is connected to the
upper edge 22 of the support body 2. For example, this
protective element 5 is unremovably connected to the
upper edge 22 of the support body 2. Alternatively, the
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protective element 5 is removably connected to the upper
edge 22 of the support body 2.
[0035] According to the preferred embodiment of the
invention, the elastic element 41 comprises a second free
portion 46 located opposite to the first free portion 43 with
respect to the fixing portion 42. The first free portion 46
extends in the transverse direction Y-Y and has a plurality
of additional first coupling members 47 which are spaced
apart in the transverse direction Y-Y. Therefore, this sec-
ond free portion 46 is symmetric to the first free portion
43 with respect to the fixing portion 42. Preferably, the
additional first coupling members 47 are equally spaced
apart in the transverse direction Y-Y.
[0036] Preferably, the second free portion 46 of the
elastic element 41 extends between a first end 461 , lo-
cated at the fixing portion 42, and an opposite second
end 462 in the transverse direction Y-Y. Preferably, the
second free portion 43 has a rectangular shape. Alter-
natively, this second free portion 46 is defined by a dou-
ble-stitched cord.
[0037] Also preferably, the additional first coupling
members 47 are arranged between the first end 461 and
the second end 462 of the second free portion 43 at a
progressively increasing distance from the fixing portion
41.
[0038] Still according to the preferred embodiment of
the invention, the adjustment means 4 comprise an ad-
ditional second coupling member 48 which is fixed to the
support body 2 in a position that is symmetric to the sec-
ond coupling member 45 with respect to the fixing portion
42 of the elastic element 41. This additional second cou-
pling member 48 is also spaced apart from the fixing por-
tion 42 of the elastic element 41. In other words, the sup-
port body 2 comprises an additional separation fabric por-
tion 28 interposed between the fixing portion 42 and the
additional second coupling member 48.
[0039] The first free portion 43 and the second free
portion 46 of the elastic element 41 are elastically exten-
sible to reversibly couple a first coupling member 44 to
the second coupling member 45 and an additional first
coupling member 47 to the additional second coupling
member 48 to reversibly reduce the length of the upper
edge 22 of the support body 2 in the transverse direction
Y-Y from the maximum length to a respective second
length that is less than the maximum length.
[0040] As already described with reference to the ex-
tension of the first free portion 43 of the elastic element
41, the extension of the second free portion 46 for cou-
pling a respective additional first coupling member 47 to
the additional second coupling member 48 and the sub-
sequent springback of such second free portion 46 will
cause the additional separation fabric portion 28 to be
shortened.
[0041] Like the separation fabric portion 27, the addi-
tional separation fabric portion 28 is also shortened by
folding such additional fabric portion 28 toward the outer
surface 26 of the support body 2, thereby avoiding con-
tact of such folds with the body of the baby accommo-

dated in the bag.
[0042] It should be further noted that the closer an ad-
ditional first coupling member 47 is to the fixing portion
42 of the elastic element 41, the shorter the additional
fabric portion 28 will be once such additional first coupling
member 47 is coupled to the additional second coupling
member 4.
[0043] Preferably, each first coupling member 44 and
each additional first coupling member 47 comprise a slot
10, whereas the second coupling member 45 and the
additional second coupling member 48 comprise a button
11. By inserting the button 11 of a respective first coupling
member 44 into the slot 10 of the second coupling mem-
ber 45, such first coupling member 44 can be coupled to
the second coupling member 45. Likewise, by inserting
the button 11 of a respective additional first coupling
member 47 into the slot 10 of the additional second cou-
pling member 48, this additional first coupling member
47 can be coupled to the additional second coupling
member 48.
[0044] According to the preferred embodiment of the
invention, the support body 2 comprises a channel 23
arranged along the transverse direction Y-Y at the upper
edge 22 of the support body 2. The elastic element 41
of the adjustment means 4 is housed inside this channel
23. The second ends 432, 462 of the first free portion 43
and of the second free portion 46 respectively come out
of the channel 23 and may be grasped to elastically ex-
tend the first free portion 43 and the second free portion
46.
[0045] The second coupling member 45 and the addi-
tional second coupling member 48 are each located prox-
imate to a respective end 231 of the channel 23. Prefer-
ably, the second coupling member 45 and the additional
second coupling member 48 are each located at a re-
spective end 231 of the channel 23.
[0046] In one aspect, the support body 2 extends be-
tween a pair of lateral edges 24 in the transverse direction
Y-Y. Preferably, these lateral edges 24 of the support
body 2 extend in the longitudinal direction X-X.
[0047] Still preferably, each shoulder strap 3 compris-
es a front portion 33 connected to the upper edge 22 of
the support body 2 and extending in a forward direction
of extension Z-Z of the shoulder strap 3. In addition, each
shoulder strap 3 comprises a rear portion 34 connected
to a respective lateral edge 24 of the support body and
extending in a backward direction of extension of the
shoulder strap K- K. In use, the front portion 33 of each
shoulder strap 3 at least partly rests on the person’s
chest, and the rear portion 34 of each shoulder strap 3
rests on the person’s back.
[0048] According to the preferred embodiment of the
invention, each shoulder strap 3 comprises a guide 31
arranged in a backward direction of extension K-K of the
shoulder strap 3 and a slider 32 adapted to slide along
its respective guide 31. Each guide 31 is located at the
rear portion 34 of its respective shoulder strap 3.
[0049] Still according to the preferred embodiment of
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the invention, the baby carrier 1 comprises a connector
6 having a snap-on buckle 61. The connector 6 is well-
known to the skilled person and will not be further de-
scribed herein.
[0050] This connector 6 is connected to the sliders 32
of the shoulder straps 3 so that the sliding movement of
the sliders 32 along their respective guides 31 will cause
the connector 6 to slide. Therefore, this connector 6 al-
lows connection of the two shoulder straps 3 at the back
of the person that wears the baby carrier 1. By adjusting
the position of the connector 6 along the guides 31 the
weight of the baby accommodated in the bag may be
more easily supported.
[0051] Still according to the preferred embodiment of
the invention, the baby carrier 1 comprises a pair of ad-
justment buckles 7. The adjustment buckle 7 is also well-
known to the skilled person and will not be further de-
scribed herein.
[0052] Each adjustment buckle 7 is fixed to the front
portion 33 of a respective shoulder strap 3 and is config-
ured to adjust the length of the respective front portion
33 of the shoulder strap 3 along the forward direction of
extension Z-Z of the shoulder strap 3.
[0053] By adjusting the length of the front portions 33
of the shoulder straps 3 along the respective forward di-
rections of extension Z-Z the volume of the bag defined
by the support body 2 can be adapted to the actual size
of the baby’s body. Indeed, as the length of the front
portions 33 of the shoulder straps 3 increases, the volume
of the bag increases.
[0054] Still according to the preferred embodiment of
the invention, the baby carrier 1 comprises a pair of lateral
adjustment buckles 8. Each lateral adjustment buckle 8
is latched to a respective front portion 33 of a shoulder
strap and to a portion of the respective lateral edge 24
of the support body 2. For example, each lateral adjust-
ment buckle 8 is fixed to the shoulder strap 3 and to the
support body 2 at the outer surface 26 of such support
body.
[0055] The lateral adjustment buckles 8 are configured
to move the front portions 33 of the shoulders 3 toward
the lower edge 21, and hence to adjust the distance be-
tween the upper edge 22 and the lower edge 21 of the
support body 2 along the longitudinal direction X-X. Thus,
using each lateral adjustment buckle 8 the lower edge
21 of the support body 2 can be moved toward and away
from the shoulder straps 3 and accordingly the lower
edge 21 can be moved toward and away from the upper
edge 22 of the support body 2.
[0056] Advantageously, using the lateral adjustment
buckles 8 the length of the lateral edges 24 in the longi-
tudinal direction X-X may be adjusted to adapt the sup-
port body 2 to the length of the baby accommodated in
the bag.
[0057] Preferably, the baby carrier 1 comprises a belt
9 connected to the lower edge 21 of the support body 2.
This belt 9 can be fastened to the waist of the user. Ad-
vantageously, the support body 2 is secured more stably

to the user.

Claims

1. A baby carrier (1) comprising:

- a support body (2) extending between a lower
edge (21) and an opposite upper edge (22) in a
longitudinal direction (X-X), said upper edge
(22) extending in a transverse direction (Y-Y)
orthogonal to said longitudinal direction (X-X);
- a pair of shoulder straps (3) connected to the
support body (2) and adapted to be worn by a
user with the support body (2) defining a baby-
carrying bag;
- adjustment means (4) located at the upper
edge (22) of the support body (2) and configured
to selectively adjust the length of said upper
edge (22) along the transverse direction (Y-Y);

characterized in that said adjustment means (4)
comprise:

- an elastic element (41) comprising a fixing por-
tion (42) fixed to the support body (2) and a first
free portion (43) extending in the transverse di-
rection (Y-Y) and having a plurality of first cou-
pling members (44) spaced apart from each oth-
er in the transverse direction (Y-Y);
- a second coupling member (45) which is fixed
to the support body (2) and is spaced apart from
the fixing portion (42) in the transverse direction
(Y-Y);
in which
- the first free portion (43) of the elastic element
(41) is elastically extensible to reversibly couple
a first coupling member (44) to the second cou-
pling member (45) to reversibly reduce the
length of the upper edge (22) of the support body
(2) in the transverse direction (Y-Y) from a max-
imum length to a respective first length that is
less than said maximum length.

2. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in claim 1, comprising
a protective element (5) which is configured to pro-
tect the baby’s head, said protective element (5) be-
ing connected to the upper edge (22) of the support
body (2).

3. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in any of claims 1 to 2,
wherein:

- the elastic element (41) comprises a second
free portion (46) which is located opposite to the
first free portion (43) with respect to fixing portion
(42), said second free portion (46) extending in
the transverse direction (Y-Y) and having a plu-
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rality of additional first coupling members (47)
spaced apart from each other in the transverse
direction (Y-Y);
- the adjustment means (4) comprise an addi-
tional second coupling member (48) which is
fixed to the support body (2) in a position sym-
metrical to the second coupling member (45)
with respect to the fixing portion (42) of the elas-
tic element (41);
- wherein the first free portion (43) and the sec-
ond free portion (46) of the elastic element (41)
are elastically extensible to reversibly couple a
first coupling member (44) to the second cou-
pling member (45) and an additional first cou-
pling member (47) to the additional second cou-
pling member (48) to reversibly reduce the
length of the upper edge (22) of the support body
(2) in the transverse direction (Y-Y) from the
maximum length to a respective second length
that is less than the maximum length.

4. A baby carrier as claimed in claim 3, wherein:

- the first free portion (43) and the second free
portion (46) of the elastic element (41) extend
respectively between a first end (431,461), lo-
cated at the fixing portion (42), and an opposite
second end (432,462) in the transverse direction
(Y-Y).

5. A baby carrier as claimed in claim 3 or 4, wherein:

- each first coupling member (44) and each ad-
ditional first coupling member (47) comprise a
slot (10);
- the second coupling member (45) and the ad-
ditional second coupling member (48) comprise
a button (11).

6. A baby carrier as claimed in any of claims 3 to 5,
wherein the support body (2) comprises a channel
(23) extending in the transverse direction (Y-Y) at
the upper edge (22) of the support body (2), the elas-
tic element (41) of the adjustment means (4) being
at least partially held within said channel (23), the
second coupling member (45) and the additional
second coupling member (48) being each placed
close to a respective end (231) of the channel (23).

7. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in any of claims 1 to 6,
wherein:

- each shoulder strap (3) comprises a guide (31)
arranged in a backward direction of extension
(K-K) of the shoulder strap (3) and a slider (32)
adapted to slide along its respective guide (31);
- the baby carrier (1) comprises a connector (6)
having a snap buckle (61), said connector (6)

being connected to the sliders (32) of the shoul-
der straps (3) so that the sliding movement of
the sliders (32) along their respective guides
(31) will cause the connector (6) to slide.

8. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in any of claims 1 to 7,
wherein:

- each shoulder strap (3) comprises a front por-
tion (33) connected to the upper edge (22) of
the support body (2) and extending in a forward
direction of extension (Z-Z) of the shoulder strap
(3), and
- the baby carrier (1) comprises a pair of adjust-
ment buckles (7), each adjustment buckle (7)
being fixed to the front portion (33) of a respec-
tive shoulder strap (3) and being configured to
adjust the length of the respective front portion
(33) of the shoulder strap (3) along the forward
direction of extension (Z-Z) of the shoulder strap
(3).

9. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in any of claims 1 to 8,
wherein:

- the support body (2) extends in the transverse
direction (Y-Y) between a pair of lateral edges
(24), and
- the baby carrier (1) comprises a pair of lateral
adjustment buckles (8), each lateral adjustment
buckle (8) being located between the front por-
tion (33) of the respective shoulder strap (3) and
a portion of the respective lateral edge (24) of
the support body (2), the lateral adjustment
buckles (8) being configured to adjust the dis-
tance between the front portion (33) of the re-
spective shoulder strap (3) and the lower edge
(21) of the support body (2) in the longitudinal
direction (X-X).

10. A baby carrier (1) as claimed in any of claims 1 to 9,
comprising a belt (9) connected to the lower edge
(21) of the support body (2), said belt (9) being adapt-
ed to be connected to the waist of the user.
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