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(54) VEHICLE OPERATION INSTRUCTION CONFIRMATION

(57) A method, system, and computer program prod-
uct for providing an indication that a received vehicle op-
eration instruction can be performed is provided. During
operation of a vehicle a vehicle operation instruction is
received and at least one vehicle performance parameter
to perform the vehicle operation instruction is calculated.
Then, a determination is made as to whether the calcu-
lated at least one vehicle performance parameter ex-
ceeds performance limitations of the vehicle. If at least
one performance parameter exceeds a performance lim-
itation, then a first alert is generated and output.
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Description

SUMMARY

[0001] Air traffic controllers issue instructions to pilots
of aircraft on the ground and in the air so that aircraft
operations are within parameters and orderly. In some
instances, air traffic controllers use controller pilot data
link communication (CPDLC) systems to provide text-
based instructions to aircraft. In some circumstances,
speech-to-text software can convert a spoken instruction
into a text-based instruction.
[0002] When pilots receive instructions, spoken or text-
based, the pilots are expected to quickly respond to air
traffic control instructions and indicate whether the air-
craft will comply with the instructions. The pilots therefore
have a limited period of time, often no more than a few
seconds, to determine whether the instructions can be
followed within parameters.
[0003] According to one aspect, a computer-imple-
mented method comprises receiving a vehicle operation
instruction during operation of a vehicle. The method also
includes calculating at least one vehicle performance pa-
rameter to perform the vehicle operation instruction. The
method also includes determining whether the calculated
at least one vehicle performance parameter exceeds per-
formance limitations of the vehicle. The method also in-
cludes generating and outputting a first alert upon deter-
mining that the calculated at least one vehicle perform-
ance parameter exceeds a performance limitation from
among the performance limitations of the vehicle.
[0004] According to one aspect, a system for an aircraft
comprises a controller pilot data link communications
(CPDLC) module. The system also comprises a compu-
ter processor. The system also comprises a computer
memory that includes a data structure including perform-
ance limitations for the aircraft. The computer memory
also includes an application that is executable on the
computer processor to receive an aircraft operation in-
struction from the CPDLC module. The application is also
executable to calculate at least one aircraft performance
parameter to perform the aircraft operation instruction.
The application is also executable to determine whether
the calculated at least one aircraft performance param-
eter exceeds performance limitations of the aircraft. The
application is also executable to generate and output a
first alert to a computer display screen upon determining
that the calculated at least one aircraft performance pa-
rameter exceeds a performance limitation from among
the performance limitations of the aircraft.
[0005] According to one aspect, a computer program
product for clearing vehicle operation instructions is pro-
vided. The computer program product comprises a com-
puter-readable storage medium having computer-read-
able program code embodied therewith. The computer-
readable program code executable by one or more com-
puter processors to receive a vehicle operation instruc-
tion during operation of a vehicle. The computer-readable

program code is further executable to calculate at least
one vehicle performance parameter to perform the vehi-
cle operation instruction. The computer-readable pro-
gram code is further executable to determine whether
the calculated at least one vehicle performance param-
eter exceeds performance limitations of the vehicle. The
computer-readable program code is further executable
to generate and output a first alert upon determining that
the calculated at least one vehicle performance param-
eter exceeds a performance limitation from among the
performance limitations of the vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a system, according
to one aspect, for providing text-based vehicle direc-
tion confirmation;

Figure 2 is a flowchart of a method, according to one
aspect, for providing text-based vehicle direction
confirmation;

Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary air traffic control
instruction (e.g., vehicle direction) on the display
screen;

Figure 4 illustrates another exemplary air traffic con-
trol instruction on a display screen;

Figure 5 illustrates another exemplary air traffic con-
trol instruction on a display screen;

Figure 6 illustrates an exemplary display, according
to at least one aspect, that provides an exemplary
air traffic control instruction, the graphical user inter-
face enabling a user (e.g., a pilot) to accept or reject
the air traffic control instruction, and a graphical field
providing an indication of whether the air traffic con-
trol instruction can be followed; and

Figure 7 illustrates an exemplary display, according
to one aspect, that provides an exemplary air traffic
control instruction, a graphical user interface ena-
bling the user to accept or reject the air traffic control
instruction, and the graphical field that provides con-
ditions to be met for the air traffic control instruction
to be followed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] In the following, reference is made to aspects
presented in this disclosure. However, the scope of the
present disclosure is not limited to specific described as-
pects. Instead, any combination of the following features
and elements, whether related to different aspects or not,
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is contemplated to implement and practice contemplated
aspects. Furthermore, although aspects disclosed herein
may achieve advantages over other possible solutions
or over the prior art, whether or not a particular advantage
is achieved by a given aspect is not limiting of the scope
of the present disclosure. Thus, the following aspects,
features, aspects and advantages are merely illustrative
and are not considered elements or limitations of the ap-
pended claims except where explicitly recited in a
claim(s). Likewise, reference to "the invention" shall not
be construed as a generalization of any inventive subject
matter disclosed herein and shall not be considered to
be an element or limitation of the appended claims except
where explicitly recited in a claim(s).
[0008] Certain vehicle operations are governed by
centralized traffic controllers. For example, aircraft move-
ments are often governed by air traffic controllers who
typically provide spoken word instructions via radio com-
munication with pilots of various aircraft. In certain cir-
cumstances, the air traffic controllers can issue instruc-
tions via a controller pilot data link communication (CP-
DLC) system that provides text-based instructions to a
computer display screen on the flight deck of an aircraft.
The pilots of the aircraft are expected to quickly reply to
the instruction, indicating that the aircraft will or will not
comply with the instruction from the air traffic controller.
The brief period of time between an air traffic controller
issuing an instruction and the pilot’s response may not
provide sufficient time for the pilots to determine that the
aircraft can perform the instructions. For example, the air
traffic controller may instruct an aircraft to land on a par-
ticular runway and come to a stop before reaching a cer-
tain crossing taxiway. However, the aircraft may be too
heavy and/or going too fast to be able to stop on the
amount of runway available before reaching the desig-
nated taxiway. In aspects described herein, vehicle per-
formance parameters to perform an instruction from a
vehicle controller (e.g., an air traffic controller) are calcu-
lated. The vehicle performance parameters are com-
pared to performance limitations of the vehicle to deter-
mine whether the vehicle performance parameters ex-
ceed performance limitations of the vehicle. In the event
the vehicle performance parameters exceed a perform-
ance limitation of the vehicle, an alert can be generated
and provided to the vehicle operator. In the even the ve-
hicle performance parameters do not exceed a perform-
ance limitation of the vehicle, the vehicle operator can
be provided with an indication. Additionally, the vehicle
may be automatically controlled to comply with the in-
struction.
[0009] Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system
100 according to at least one aspect for an aircraft. The
system 100 includes a controller pilot data link commu-
nication (CPDLC) system 110 that can receive text-
based air traffic control instructions. Such text-based air
traffic control instructions could include taxi instructions
for aircraft on the ground and moving about an airport,
for example. Such text-based air traffic control instruc-

tions could also include instructions for aircraft to take
off, land, change altitude, change heading, change
speed, and change radio frequencies, for example. In
various aspects, the CPDLC module 110 can also trans-
mit text-based messages to the air traffic controllers. For
example, the CPDLC module 110 could transmit a "will
comply" message, a "will not comply" message, and/or
a "will not comply" message accompanied with a pro-
posed modified instruction.
[0010] As discussed above, many air traffic control in-
structions are provided via spoken word instructions
transmitted over a radio. The system 100 could include
a radio transceiver 112 that can receive and transmit such
spoken instructions and spoken responses. The radio
transceiver 112 could be a very high frequency (VHF)
radio, for example. The system 100 can include a speech-
to-text module 114 that can receive spoken instructions
from the radio transceiver 112 and convert the spoken
instructions to text. In various aspects, the speech-to-text
module 114 can also convert a text-based automated
response generated by the system into a spoken re-
sponse that can be transmitted via the radio transceiver
112 to an air traffic controller.
[0011] The system 100 can also include a display 116
that can display text-based instructions received via the
CPDLC module 110 and/or text instructions from the
speech-to-text module 114. As discussed in greater de-
tail below, the display 116 can also display a graphical
user interface that can provide to the user an indication
of whether a received air traffic control instruction ex-
ceeds any performance limitations of the aircraft. In var-
ious aspects, the display 116 can also display a graphical
user interface that enables a user to approve and transmit
automatically generated responses to text-based instruc-
tions received by the CPDLC module 110 and/or by the
speech-to-text module 114. In at least one aspect, the
display 116 could be a display on a personal electronic
device, such as a tablet computer or laptop. In at least
one aspect, the display 116 could be a display of an elec-
tronic flight bag, such as an electronic flight bag system
incorporated into an aircraft flight deck.
[0012] The system 100 also includes a computer proc-
essor 102 in communication with the CPDLC module
110, the radio transceiver 112, and/or the speech-to-text
module 114. The system 100 also includes the computer
memory 104. The computer memory 104 stores vehicle
performance limitations 106. In the context of an aircraft,
vehicle performance limitations 106 could include air-
speed limitations, altitude limitations (e.g., maximum al-
titude at different aircraft weights), and maneuvering lim-
itations (e.g., maximum G loads). The vehicle perform-
ance limitations 106 could also include temporary restric-
tions, such as minimum equipment list restrictions (i.e.,
performance restrictions resulting from inoperative
equipment) and maintenance restrictions.
[0013] The computer memory 104 also stores a vehicle
operation instruction clearance application 108. The ve-
hicle operation instruction clearance application 108 is
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executable by the computer processor 102 to analyze a
text-based instruction received via the CPDLC module
110 and/or via the speech-to-text module 114 to identify
vehicle performance parameters to perform the text-
based instruction. The vehicle operation instruction
clearance application 108 also compares the identified
vehicle performance parameters to the vehicle perform-
ance limitations 106 to determine whether the identified
vehicle performance parameters exceed any of the ve-
hicle performance limitations 106. The vehicle operation
instructions clearance application 108 also provides a
graphical indication on the display 116 to inform the pilots
whether the air traffic control instruction exceeds any ve-
hicle performance limitations 106. For example, the
graphical indication on the display 116 could be a green-
colored field in the event that none of the vehicle per-
formance limitations 106 are exceeded by the identified
vehicle performance parameters. As another example,
the graphical indication on the display 116 could be a
red-colored field in the event that one or more of the ve-
hicle performance limitations 106 are exceeded by the
identified vehicle performance parameters. As another
example, the graphical indication on the display 116
could be a yellow-colored field in the event that it is un-
clear whether any of the vehicle performance limitations
106 are exceeded by the identified vehicle performance
parameters. As another example, the graphical indica-
tion of the display 116 could be a yellow-colored field in
the event that certain criteria need to be met for the iden-
tified vehicle performance parameters to not exceed the
vehicle performance limitations 106.
[0014] In a least one aspect, the system 100 includes
an input 120 that the pilots can use to interact with the
vehicle operation instruction clearance application 108.
For example, in addition to providing a graphical display
indicating whether complying with an air traffic control
instruction requires vehicle performance parameters ve-
hicle operation parameters that exceed the vehicle per-
formance limitations 106, the vehicle operation instruc-
tion clearance application 108 could also provide a
graphical user interface that enables the pilots to transmit
a responsive text-based message to the air traffic con-
troller. The pilots could use the input 120 to interact with
the graphical user interface. In various aspects, the input
120 could be part of the display 116. For example, the
display 116 could be a touchscreen display, and the pilots
could touch portions of the display 116 aligned with a
displayed graphical user interface to provide inputs. In
various other aspects, the display 116 could include var-
ious soft keys surrounding the display that the pilots could
push to interact with the displayed graphical user inter-
face. In various other aspects, the input could include a
separate keyboard and/or cursor controller, such as a
touchpad or trackball, to move a cursor icon on the dis-
play 116.
[0015] In various aspects, the computer processor 102
can be in communication with avionics and/or vehicle
controls 118 for the aircraft. In the event the vehicle op-

eration instruction clearance application 108 determines
that the identified vehicle performance parameters do
not exceed any of the vehicle performance limitations
106 (and, in certain aspects, the pilots have confirmed
compliance with the air traffic control instructions), then
the vehicle operation instruction clearance application
108 sends instructions to the avionics and/or vehicle con-
trols 118, via the computer processor 102, of the aircraft
to automatically comply with the air traffic control instruc-
tion. For example, an air traffic controller may instruct an
aircraft to climb to announce to the 36,000 feet. In re-
sponse, the vehicle operation instruction clearance ap-
plication 108 could send a control signal to a mode control
panel (MCP) or autopilot of the avionics and/or vehicle
controls 118 to change an "altitude hold" setting to 36,000
feet. The vehicle operation instruction clearance appli-
cation 108 could also send a control signal to the autopilot
to change a "vertical speed" setting to a vertical speed
that is within the vehicle performance limitations 106 to
reach the target altitude of 36,000 feet.
[0016] Figure 2 is a flowchart for a method 200, ac-
cording to at least one aspect, for automatically deter-
mining whether a vehicle, such as an aircraft, can prop-
erly perform a requested traffic control instruction. In
block 202 of the method 200, a vehicle operation instruc-
tion is received from a vehicle traffic controller. For ex-
ample, an air traffic controller or ground controller may
provide instructions to an aircraft (i.e., the vehicle oper-
ation instruction is an aircraft operation instruction). In
least one aspect, an air traffic controller may provide text-
based instructions to the aircraft via a CPDLC system
(e.g., the CPDLC module 110 illustrated in Figure 1
and/or may provide spoken instructions to the aircraft via
a radio transceiver (e.g., the radio transceiver 112 illus-
trated in Figure 1), and a speech-to-text module (e.g.,
the speech-to-text module 114 illustrated in Figure 1) can
convert the spoken instructions into text-based instruc-
tions. In block 204, at least one vehicle performance pa-
rameter to perform the vehicle operation instruction is
calculated for determined. Exemplary vehicle perform-
ance parameters for an aircraft (i.e., aircraft performance
parameters) include an acceleration, a deceleration, a
takeoff distance, an airspeed, a climb rate, an available
takeoff length on an assigned takeoff runway, an avail-
able landing distance on an assigned landing runway,
and an assigned altitude. For example, if an aircraft is
instructed to climb to an altitude of 41,000 feet (12,497
meters), then a determined vehicle performance param-
eter to perform the vehicle operation instruction is 41,000
feet assigned altitude. As another example, if an aircraft
is instructed to land on a particular runway, then a length
of the runway is determined (e.g., by performing a lookup
function in a data structure containing runway dimen-
sions), and the determined length of the runway is a de-
termined vehicle performance parameter to perform the
vehicle instruction. As yet another example, if an aircraft
is instructed to land on a particular runway and to hold
short of a particular crossing taxiway, then a length of
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the runway to the taxiway is determined, and the deter-
mined length of the runway to the crossing taxiway is a
determined vehicle performance parameter to perform
the vehicle instruction.
[0017] In block 206 of the method 200, the calculated
at least one vehicle performance parameter is compared
to performance limitations of the vehicle to determine
whether the at least one vehicle performance parameter
exceeds a performance limitation of the vehicle. Contin-
uing the examples in the preceding paragraph, the at
least one vehicle performance parameter would exceed
vehicle performance limitations if an aircraft instructed to
climb to an altitude of 41,000 feet is limited to an altitude
of 39,000 feet due to its weight. Similarly, an aircraft in-
structed to land on a 6,000 foot long (1,829 meter long)
runway would exceed vehicle performance limitations if
the aircraft requires 7,000 feet (2,134 meters) to land.
Also, the aircraft may normally be able to land on a 6,000
foot long runway but may have problem with its spoilers,
which temporarily extends the minimum landing distance
requirement to 7,000 feet. In such a scenario, the landing
instruction for a 6,000 foot long runway would exceed a
temporary vehicle performance limitation.
[0018] In the event the at least one vehicle perform-
ance parameter exceeds a performance limitation of the
vehicle in block 206, the method proceeds to block 208.
In block 208, a first alert is generated and output. For
example, the first alert may be a field on a computer dis-
play screen that is filled in red to indicate that at least one
vehicle performance parameter exceeds performance
limitations of the vehicle. Continuing the example from
the preceding paragraphs, if an air traffic controller in-
structs an aircraft to climb to an altitude of 41,000 feet
but the aircraft cannot climb above 39,000 feet based on
its current weight, then the field on the display screen
discussed above could be filled in red to indicate that the
aircraft cannot comply with the air traffic control instruc-
tion. In block 210 of the method 200, a first text message
response that declines the vehicle operation instruction
is automatically generated. In block 212, the generated
first text message is transmitted. In various aspects, the
generated first text message is automatically transmitted.
In various other aspects, the generated first text message
is transmitted after receiving a prompt from the vehicle
operator (e.g., a pilot) to do so.
[0019] Returning to block 206 of the method 200, in
the event that the calculated at least one vehicle perform-
ance parameter does not exceed any performance limi-
tation of the vehicle, then the method proceeds to block
214. In block 214, a second alert is generated and output.
For example, the above described field on the computer
display screen could be filled in green to indicate that the
at least one vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed performance limitations of the vehicle. Continuing
the example from the preceding paragraphs, if the air
traffic controller request that the aircraft climbs to 41,000
feet and the aircraft has used enough fuel (and thereby
reduced its weight) such that the aircraft can climb to

41,000 feet, then the field on the display screen can be
filled in green to indicate that the aircraft can comply with
the air traffic control instruction. In block 216 of the meth-
od 200, a second text message response that accepts
the vehicle operation instruction is automatically gener-
ated. In block 218, the generated second text message
is transmitted. In various aspects, the generated second
text message is automatically transmitted. In various oth-
er aspects, the generated second text message is trans-
mitted after receiving a prompt from the vehicle operator.
[0020] Returning to block 206 of the method 200, in
the event that the calculated at least one vehicle perform-
ance parameter does not exceed any performance limi-
tations of the vehicle, in various aspects, the method can
also proceed to block 220. In block 220, vehicle control
inputs that cause the vehicle to automatically perform the
vehicle operation instruction can be generated and ap-
plied. Continuing the example above, if an air traffic con-
troller instructs an aircraft to climb to 41,000 feet and the
aircraft is capable of climbing to 41,000 feet, then the
method 200 (e.g., via the vehicle operation instruction
clearance application 108) can provide control signals to
an autopilot of the aircraft to change in altitude setting to
41,000 feet and/or to change a rate of climb setting such
that the aircraft climbs to 41,000 feet. In various aspects,
block 220 is performed automatically. In various other
aspects, block 220 is performed after and/or in response
to receiving a prompt from the vehicle operator to do so.
[0021] Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary text-based ve-
hicle operation instruction 300 that may be provided by
an air traffic controller to an aircraft. The exemplary text-
based vehicle operation instruction 300 may be received
via the CPDLC module or may be the result of a speech-
to-text transformation performed on a spoken instruction,
for example. The exemplary text-based vehicle operation
instruction 300 is directed to a particular aircraft (i.e.,
ATL123) and directs the aircraft to land on runway 35R
(indicated by reference number 302). The exemplary
text-based vehicle operation instruction 300 further indi-
cates that there is wind coming from the direction of 270°
(indicated by reference number 304) at a speed of 15
knots (indicated by reference number 306). In various
aspects, a system, such as the system 100 shown in
Figure 1, can look up a length of runway 35R (a vehicle
performance parameter) and compare the length to a
landing distance for the aircraft (a performance limitation)
to ensure that there is sufficient runway to land. The sys-
tem can also compare the wind direction and speed (a
vehicle performance parameter) to crosswind limitations
for the aircraft (a vehicle performance limitation) to en-
sure that the aircraft can perform an approach and land-
ing in the crosswind conditions within parameters. In the
event the aircraft can perform the landing within param-
eters, and the pilots are presented with an alert (e.g., the
second alert in block 214 of the method 200 illustrated
in Figure 2) such as a green field on a computer display.
The system can also automatically set avionics for the
approach to runway 35R. For example, the system could
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tune a navigation radio for an instrument landing system
for runway 35R. The system could also automatically
load a standard terminal arrival route (STAR) associated
with runway 35R into a flight plan. In the event the aircraft
cannot perform the landing within parameters, the vehicle
operator is presented with an alert (e.g., the first alert in
block 208 of the method 200 illustrated in Figure 2) such
as a red field on a computer display.
[0022] Figure 4 illustrates another exemplary text-
based vehicle operation instruction 400 that could be pro-
vided by an air traffic controller to an aircraft. The exem-
plary text-based vehicle operation instruction 400 in-
structs the particular aircraft to turn right to a heading of
150° (indicated by reference number 402). In various as-
pects, such as the system 100 shown in Figure 1, could
compare a track of the aircraft along a heading of 150°
to determine whether such a track poses a challenge to
the aircraft. For example, a heading of 150° may turn the
aircraft toward a thunderstorm that the aircraft may not
be able to climb over. In such an exemplary circum-
stance, the pilots are presented with an alert (e.g., the
first alert in block 208 of the method 200 illustrated in
Figure 2) such as a red field on a computer display. In
some instances, a storm may not be challenging to fly
through but the turbulence could be uncomfortable for
passengers. In such instances, the pilots could be pre-
sented with another alert (e.g. a yellow-colored field) to
indicate that the instruction can be performed but it may
be undesirable to do so.
[0023] Figure 5 illustrates another exemplary text-
based vehicle operation instruction 500 that may be pro-
vided by an air traffic controller to an aircraft. The exem-
plary text-based vehicle operation instruction 500 in-
structs the particular aircraft to increase its airspeed to
300 knots (indicated by reference number 502). In vari-
ous aspects, the system, such as the system 100 shown
in Figure 1, could compare the instructed airspeed to a
maximum airspeed for the aircraft. In the event the in-
structed airspeed of 300 knots exceeds in airspeed lim-
itation of the aircraft, the pilots are presented with an alert
(e.g., the first alert in block 208 of the method 200 illus-
trated in Figure 2). In various circumstances, the aircraft
may be subject to a temporary lower maximum speed.
For example, if the aircraft is flying through turbulence,
the aircraft may be limited to a maneuvering speed that
is lower than a maximum airspeed. In such circumstanc-
es, the system compares the instructed airspeed to the
temporary reduced maximum airspeed (e.g., the maneu-
vering speed).
[0024] Figure 6 illustrates an exemplary CPDLC dis-
play 600 on board an aircraft. In various aspects, the
CPDLC display 600 could be provided on a personal elec-
tronic device, such as a tablet computer. In various other
aspects, the CPDLC display 600 could be provided on a
display screen that is incorporated into the flight deck of
the aircraft. For example, the CPDLC display 600 could
be incorporated into an engine indication and crew alert-
ing system (EICAS) display on the flight deck of an aircraft

or into an electronic flight bag display screen on the flight
deck. As another example, the CPDLC display 600 could
be incorporated into a flight management computer
(FMC) display on the flight deck. The CPDLC display 600
includes a display screen 602. The display screen 602
is illustrated as displaying an exemplary air traffic control
instruction 604 that includes an instruction for the aircraft
to climb to flight level 390 (i.e., 39,000 feet) (indicated by
reference number 606). The display screen 602 also dis-
plays a field 612 that can be filled with one of several
different colors depending on whether the air traffic con-
trol instruction 604 results in any vehicle performance
parameters that exceed performance limitations of the
aircraft. For example, if the aircraft is unable to climb to
an altitude of 39,000 feet, then the field 612 could be
filled with a red color. If the aircraft is able to climb to an
altitude, then the field 612 could be filled with a green
color. The display screen 602 also includes a graphical
user interface that enables a user (e.g., a pilot) to accept
or reject the air traffic control instruction 604. The illus-
trated graphical user interface includes an accept field
608 and a rejected field 610. In various aspects, the dis-
play screen 602 is a touchscreen display, and a pilot or
other user could touch the regions of the display screen
602 occupied by the accept field 608 or the reject field
610 to accept or reject, respectively, the air traffic control
instruction 604. In various other aspects, the pilot could
use a touchpad to position a cursor over the accept field
608 or the reject field 610 to accept or reject, respectively,
the air traffic control instruction 604. In response to the
pilot accepting or rejecting the air traffic control instruction
604, an automatically generated response message
could be transmitted to the air traffic controller.
[0025] Figure 7 illustrates another exemplary CPDLC
display on board an aircraft. In the exemplary scenario
illustrated in Figure 7, a display screen 700 displays a
text-based air traffic control instruction 702 to an aircraft
which instructs an aircraft to proceed on taxiway Bravo
(indicated by reference number 704) and hold short of
runway 19L for takeoff (indicated by reference number
706). The exemplary scenario depicted in Figure 7 illus-
trates a situation in which the aircraft may conditionally
accept the air traffic control instruction 702. For example,
at the moment in time in which the aircraft receives the
air traffic control instruction 702, the aircraft may weigh
too much to be able to take off on runway 19L. However,
ten minutes of taxiing may consume enough fuel that the
aircraft weight drops to a level that the aircraft can take
off from runway 19L. In such a scenario, a field 712 on
the display screen 700 could be filled in yellow to indicate
caution in accepting the air traffic control instruction 702.
The field 712 could also include text 714 that describes
the circumstances that must be satisfied to accept the
clearance. Based on the exemplary scenario described
above, the text 714 states "RUNWAY 19L OK FOR
TAKEOFF IF TAXI TIME EXCEEDS 10 MINUTES." The
display screen 700 includes an accept field 708 and a
reject field 710 for a pilot to accept or reject, respectively,
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the air traffic control instruction 702. In response to the
pilot accepting or rejecting the air traffic control instruction
702, an automatically generated response message
could be transmitted to the air traffic controller.
[0026] In the above-described aspects, a vehicle op-
erator such as a pilot is automatically and rapidly provided
with guidance regarding whether received vehicle oper-
ating instructions can be properly performed within pa-
rameters. Such automatically-provided information can
improve the vehicle operators’ situational awareness and
allow the vehicle operators to focus their attention on
controlling the vehicle. Although the examples in the pre-
ceding paragraphs are largely directed toward aircraft
operations, aspects described herein could be used with
other types of vehicle operations, such as train opera-
tions and ship operations.
[0027] Aspects described herein may take the form of
an entirely hardware aspect, an entirely software aspect
(including firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.)
or an aspect combining software and hardware aspects
that may all generally be referred to herein as a "circuit,"
"module" or "system."
[0028] Aspects may be a system, a method, and/or a
computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium
(or media) having computer readable program instruc-
tions thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects
described herein.
[0029] The computer readable storage medium can be
a tangible device that can retain and store instructions
for use by an instruction execution device. The computer
readable storage medium may be, for example, but is
not limited to, an electronic storage device, a magnetic
storage device, an optical storage device, an electromag-
netic storage device, a semiconductor storage device, or
any suitable combination of the foregoing. A non-exhaus-
tive list of more specific examples of the computer read-
able storage medium includes the following: a portable
computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory
(RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash mem-
ory), a static random access memory (SRAM), a portable
compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital ver-
satile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a floppy disk, a me-
chanically encoded device such as punch-cards or raised
structures in a groove having instructions recorded ther-
eon, and any suitable combination of the foregoing. A
computer readable storage medium, as used herein, is
not to be construed as being transitory signals per se,
such as radio waves or other freely propagating electro-
magnetic waves, electromagnetic waves propagating
through a waveguide or other transmission media (e.g.,
light pulses passing through a fiber-optic cable), or elec-
trical signals transmitted through a wire.
[0030] Computer readable program instructions de-
scribed herein can be downloaded to respective comput-
ing/processing devices from a computer readable stor-
age medium or to an external computer or external stor-

age device via a network, for example, the Internet, a
local area network, a wide area network and/or a wireless
network. The network may comprise copper transmis-
sion cables, optical transmission fibers, wireless trans-
mission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway computers
and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or network
interface in each computing/processing device receives
computer readable program instructions from the net-
work and forwards the computer readable program in-
structions for storage in a computer readable storage me-
dium within the respective computing/processing device.
[0031] Computer readable program instructions for
carrying out operations described herein may be assem-
bler instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) in-
structions, machine instructions, machine dependent in-
structions, microcode, firmware instructions, state-set-
ting data, or either source code or object code written in
any combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such
as Smalltalk, C++ or the like, and conventional procedur-
al programming languages, such as the "C" programming
language or similar programming languages. The com-
puter readable program instructions may execute entirely
on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer,
as a stand-alone software package, partly on the user’s
computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely on
the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s com-
puter through any type of network, including a local area
network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for ex-
ample, through the Internet using an Internet Service Pro-
vider). In some aspects, electronic circuitry including, for
example, programmable logic circuitry, field-program-
mable gate arrays (FPGA), or programmable logic arrays
(PLA) may execute the computer readable program in-
structions by utilizing state information of the computer
readable program instructions to personalize the elec-
tronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects described
herein.
[0032] Aspects are described herein with reference to
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of methods,
apparatus (systems), and computer program products
according to aspects described herein. It will be under-
stood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.
[0033] These computer readable program instructions
may be provided to a processor of a general purpose
computer, special purpose computer, or other program-
mable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the proces-
sor of the computer or other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks. These computer readable program in-
structions may also be stored in a computer readable
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storage medium that can direct a computer, a program-
mable data processing apparatus, and/or other devices
to function in a particular manner, such that the computer
readable storage medium having instructions stored
therein comprises an article of manufacture including in-
structions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.
[0034] The computer readable program instructions
may also be loaded onto a computer, other programma-
ble data processing apparatus, or other device to cause
a series of operational steps to be performed on the com-
puter, other programmable apparatus or other device to
produce a computer implemented process, such that the
instructions which execute on the computer, other pro-
grammable apparatus, or other device implement the
functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block di-
agram block or blocks.
[0035] The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures
illustrate the architecture, functionality, and operation of
possible implementations of systems, methods, and
computer program products according to various aspects
described herein. In this regard, each block in the flow-
chart or block diagrams may represent a module, seg-
ment, or portion of instructions, which comprises one or
more executable instructions for implementing the spec-
ified logical function(s). In some alternative implementa-
tions, the functions noted in the block may occur out of
the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substan-
tially concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be ex-
ecuted in the reverse order, depending upon the func-
tionality involved. It will also be noted that each block of
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and com-
binations of blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, can be implemented by special purpose hard-
ware-based systems that perform the specified functions
or acts or carry out combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.
[0036] The descriptions of the various aspects have
been presented for purposes of illustration, but are not
intended to be exhaustive or limited to the aspects dis-
closed. Many modifications and variations will be appar-
ent to those of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the described aspects. The
terminology used herein was chosen to best explain the
principles of the aspects, the practical application or tech-
nical improvement over technologies found in the mar-
ketplace, or to enable others of ordinary skill in the art to
understand the aspects disclosed herein.
[0037] Further, the disclosure comprises embodi-
ments according to the following clauses:

Clause 1. A computer-implemented method, com-
prising:

during operation of a vehicle, receiving a vehicle
operation instruction;

calculating at least one vehicle performance pa-
rameter to perform the vehicle operation instruc-
tion;
determining whether the calculated at least one
vehicle performance parameter exceeds per-
formance limitations of the vehicle; and
generating and outputting a first alert upon de-
termining that the calculated at least one vehicle
performance parameter exceeds a performance
limitation from among the performance limita-
tions of the vehicle.

Clause 2. The computer-implemented method of
Clause 1, further comprising:

responsive to determining that a vehicle per-
formance parameter from among the at least
one vehicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation, generating and trans-
mitting a text message declining the vehicle op-
eration instruction.

Clause 3. The computer-implemented method of any
of Clauses 1-2, further comprising generating and
outputting a second alert upon determining that the
at least one vehicle performance parameter does
not exceed any performance limitations.
Clause 4. The computer-implemented method of
Clause 3, wherein the first alert comprises a red field
displayed on a computer display screen, and where-
in the second alert comprises a green field displayed
on the computer display screen.
Clause 5. The computer-implemented method of any
of Clauses 3-4, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations, generating
and transmitting a text message accepting the
vehicle operation instruction.

Clause 6. The computer-implemented method of any
of Clauses 3-5, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations:

generating and displaying a prompt to an
operator of the vehicle; and
upon receiving an input from the operator:

generating and transmitting a text mes-
sage accepting the vehicle operation
instruction; and
generating and applying vehicle control
inputs to the vehicle to perform the ve-
hicle operation instruction.
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Clause 7. A system for an aircraft, comprising:

a controller pilot data link communications (CP-
DLC) module;
a computer processor; and
a computer memory including:

a data structure including performance lim-
itations for the aircraft; and
an application that is executable on the
computer processor to:

receive an aircraft operation instruction
from the CPDLC module;
calculate at least one aircraft perform-
ance parameter to perform the aircraft
operation instruction;
determine whether the calculated at
least one aircraft performance param-
eter exceeds performance limitations
of the aircraft; and
generate and output a first alert to a
computer display screen upon deter-
mining that the calculated at least one
aircraft performance parameter ex-
ceeds a performance limitation from
among the performance limitations of
the aircraft.

Clause 8. The system of Clause 7, wherein the ap-
plication is further executable to:

generate a first text message declining the air-
craft operation instruction responsive to deter-
mining that a aircraft performance parameter
from among the at least one performance pa-
rameter exceeds a performance limitation in the
data structure; and
transmit the generated first text message via the
CPDLC module.

Clause 9. The system of any of Clauses 7-8, wherein
the application is further executable to generate and
output a second alert to the computer display screen
upon determining that the at least one aircraft per-
formance parameter does not exceed any of the per-
formance limitations in the data structure.
Clause 10. The system of Clause 9, wherein the first
alert comprises a red field displayed on the computer
display screen, and wherein the second alert com-
prises a green field displayed on the computer dis-
play screen.
Clause 11. The system of any of Clauses 9-10,
wherein the application is further executable to:

generate a second text message accepting the
aircraft operation instruction responsive to de-
termining that the at least one aircraft perform-

ance parameter does not exceed any of the per-
formance limitations; and
transmit the second text message via the CP-
DLC module.

Clause 12. The system of any of Clauses 7-11,
wherein the computer display screen is a computer
display screen in a personal electronic device.
Clause 13. The system of any of Clauses 7-11,
wherein the computer display screen is a display
screen of an electronic flight bag system.
Clause 14. The system of any of Clauses 7-11,
wherein the computer display screen is a display
screen for an engine indicating and crew alerting sys-
tem (EICAS).
Clause 15. The system of any of Clauses 7-14,
wherein the application is further executable to:

responsive to determining that the at least one
aircraft performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations:

generate and display a prompt to an oper-
ator of the aircraft; and
upon receiving an input from the operator:

generate and transmit a text message
accepting the aircraft operation instruc-
tion via the CPDLC module; and
generate and transmit vehicle control
inputs to avionics of the aircraft to per-
form the aircraft operation instruction.

Clause 16. A computer program product for clearing
vehicle operation instructions, the computer pro-
gram product comprising:

a computer-readable storage medium having
computer-readable program code embodied
therewith, the computer-readable program code
executable by one or more computer processors
to:

during operation of a vehicle, receive a ve-
hicle operation instruction;
calculate at least one vehicle performance
parameter to perform the vehicle operation
instruction;
determine whether the calculated at least
one vehicle performance parameter ex-
ceeds performance limitations of the vehi-
cle; and
generate and output a first alert upon deter-
mining that the calculated at least one ve-
hicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation from among the per-
formance limitations of the vehicle.
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Clause 17. The computer program product of Clause
16, wherein the computer-readable program code is
further executable to:

responsive to determining that a vehicle per-
formance parameter from among the at least
one vehicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation, generate and transmit a
text message declining the vehicle operation in-
struction.

Clause 18. The computer program product of any of
Clauses 16-17, wherein the computer-readable pro-
gram code is further executable to:

generate and output a second alert upon deter-
mining that the at least one vehicle performance
parameter does not exceed any performance
limitations.

Clause 19. The computer program product of Clause
18, wherein the first alert comprises a red field dis-
played on a computer display screen, and wherein
the second alert comprises a green field displayed
on the computer display screen.
Clause 20. The computer program product of any of
Clauses 16-19, wherein the computer-readable pro-
gram code is further executable to:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations, generate and
transmit a text message accepting the vehicle
operation instruction.

[0038] While the foregoing is directed to aspects, other
and further aspects described herein may be devised
without departing from the basic scope thereof, and the
scope thereof is determined by the claims that follow.

Claims

1. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

during operation of a vehicle, receiving a vehicle
operation instruction;
calculating at least one vehicle performance pa-
rameter to perform the vehicle operation instruc-
tion;
determining whether the calculated at least one
vehicle performance parameter exceeds per-
formance limitations of the vehicle; and
generating and outputting a first alert upon de-
termining that the calculated at least one vehicle
performance parameter exceeds a performance
limitation from among the performance limita-
tions of the vehicle.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

responsive to determining that a vehicle per-
formance parameter from among the at least
one vehicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation, generating and trans-
mitting a text message declining the vehicle op-
eration instruction.

3. The computer-implemented method of any of claims
1-2, further comprising generating and outputting a
second alert upon determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not exceed any
performance limitations.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3,
wherein the first alert comprises a red field displayed
on a computer display screen, and wherein the sec-
ond alert comprises a green field displayed on the
computer display screen.

5. The computer-implemented method of any of claims
3-4, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations, generating
and transmitting a text message accepting the
vehicle operation instruction.

6. The computer-implemented method of any of claims
3-5, further comprising:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations:

generating and displaying a prompt to an
operator of the vehicle; and
upon receiving an input from the operator:

generating and transmitting a text mes-
sage accepting the vehicle operation
instruction; and
generating and applying vehicle control
inputs to the vehicle to perform the ve-
hicle operation instruction.

7. A system for an aircraft, comprising:

a controller pilot data link communications (CP-
DLC) module;
a computer processor; and
a computer memory including:

a data structure including performance lim-
itations for the aircraft; and
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an application that is executable on the
computer processor to:

receive an aircraft operation instruction
from the CPDLC module;
calculate at least one aircraft perform-
ance parameter to perform the aircraft
operation instruction;
determine whether the calculated at
least one aircraft performance param-
eter exceeds performance limitations
of the aircraft; and
generate and output a first alert to a
computer display screen upon deter-
mining that the calculated at least one
aircraft performance parameter ex-
ceeds a performance limitation from
among the performance limitations of
the aircraft.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the application is
further executable to:

generate a first text message declining the air-
craft operation instruction responsive to deter-
mining that a aircraft performance parameter
from among the at least one performance pa-
rameter exceeds a performance limitation in the
data structure; and
transmit the generated first text message via the
CPDLC module.

9. The system of any of claims 7-8, wherein the appli-
cation is further executable to generate and output
a second alert to the computer display screen upon
determining that the at least one aircraft performance
parameter does not exceed any of the performance
limitations in the data structure.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the first alert com-
prises a red field displayed on the computer display
screen, and wherein the second alert comprises a
green field displayed on the computer display
screen.

11. The system of any of claims 9-10, wherein the ap-
plication is further executable to:

generate a second text message accepting the
aircraft operation instruction responsive to de-
termining that the at least one aircraft perform-
ance parameter does not exceed any of the per-
formance limitations; and
transmit the second text message via the CP-
DLC module.

12. The system of any of claims 7-11, wherein the ap-
plication is further executable to:

responsive to determining that the at least one
aircraft performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations:

generate and display a prompt to an oper-
ator of the aircraft; and
upon receiving an input from the operator:

generate and transmit a text message
accepting the aircraft operation instruc-
tion via the CPDLC module; and
generate and transmit vehicle control
inputs to avionics of the aircraft to per-
form the aircraft operation instruction.

13. A computer program product for clearing vehicle op-
eration instructions, the computer program product
comprising:

a computer-readable storage medium having
computer-readable program code embodied
therewith, the computer-readable program code
executable by one or more computer processors
to:

during operation of a vehicle, receive a ve-
hicle operation instruction;
calculate at least one vehicle performance
parameter to perform the vehicle operation
instruction;
determine whether the calculated at least
one vehicle performance parameter ex-
ceeds performance limitations of the vehi-
cle; and
generate and output a first alert upon deter-
mining that the calculated at least one ve-
hicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation from among the per-
formance limitations of the vehicle.

14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein
the computer-readable program code is further ex-
ecutable to:

responsive to determining that a vehicle per-
formance parameter from among the at least
one vehicle performance parameter exceeds a
performance limitation, generate and transmit a
text message declining the vehicle operation in-
struction.

15. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein
the computer-readable program code is further ex-
ecutable to:

responsive to determining that the at least one
vehicle performance parameter does not ex-
ceed any performance limitations, generate and

19 20 



EP 3 261 079 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

transmit a text message accepting the vehicle
operation instruction.

21 22 



EP 3 261 079 A1

13



EP 3 261 079 A1

14



EP 3 261 079 A1

15



EP 3 261 079 A1

16



EP 3 261 079 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 261 079 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

