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(54) CONDUCTOR TRANSITION JOINT DEVICE AND METHOD

(57) A transition joint device (5) comprising a first end
segment (10) of a first metal and a second end segment
(12) of a second metal. The end segments (10, 12) are
preferably cylindrical, with a diameter corresponding to
the diameter of the conductors to be joined. The metal
of the first end segment (10) of the transition device (5)
is of the same material as a first conductor, while the
second end segment (12) is of the same material as a
second conductor. An end portion (11) of the at least one
of the end segments (10, 12) of the device (5) is cut in a
grid pattern forming a plurality of projections or cordels

(28). The cordels (28) are formed by cutting the end por-
tions (11) of the end segments (10, 12) by techniques
known in the art, for example using the wire EDM tech-
nique. According to an aspect, the first end segment (10)
that is cut into cordels (28) is a copper segment, while
the second end segment (12), which optionally may or
may not bet cut into cordels (11), is aluminium. The di-
ameters of the end segments (10, 12) may be the same
or different, and according to an alternate embodiment
both end segments (10 ,12) are of the same metal ma-
terial.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to power cables,
in particular to the joining of power cables.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Power cables comprise one or more cores or
conductors, usually disposed within outer layers, for ex-
ample a layer of insulating material. A number of different
metal materials are commonly used for such conductors,
including but not limited to copper, aluminum or other
materials. It is sometimes necessary or desirable to join
together two conductors of dissimilar metal, whether of
the same or different diameter, or to join together two
conductors of the same material, but of very different
diameter.
[0003] Traditionally, in the case of conductors of dis-
similar material, the two conductors have been joined
together using a sleeve or collar enclosing the part of the
cable where the two materials meet. Such collars are
however stiff or rigid.
[0004] It is also known to use a transition joint to con-
nect conductors of dissimilar metal. WO2015135605 and
US8695868 both disclose the standard technique known
in the industry, namely a method where a transition joint
piece is used to connect two conductors of dissimilar met-
al. The joint piece has a first end made of a first metal
(the same metal as the first conductor), and a second
end made of a second metal (same as second conduc-
tor). The two ends of the joint piece are connected to
each other by friction welding. The conductors are con-
ventionally welded to the ends of the joint piece having
the same type of metal as its respective conductor. Prior
art states that the ends of the joint piece are preferably
flat surfaces.
[0005] Welding of cladding to the end of the conductor,
as well as welding the conductor to the end of the joint
piece (in particular with large diameter conductors), will
however produce very high temperatures that can heat
and degrade the friction weld holding the two sections of
the joint piece together. Consequently, the prior art tran-
sition joints require elaborate procedures to cool the fric-
tion weld and maintain a target temperature during the
joining operation. The temperature of the friction weld
must be carefully monitored, and if the temperature ex-
ceeds the target temperature, the process must be
paused until it is again safe to proceed. Such delays are
time consuming and add expense to the process, with a
high scrap rate from inadequate welds.
[0006] For example, when the thickness of a copper
conductor exceeds 10 mm, preheating is needed before
welding. The recommended temperatures are between
200 - 600 °C. In order not to damage the friction weld,
maximum temperature is often set to 225 °C. When pre-
heating, however, the maximum temperature is quickly

reached, and the welding operation needs to be inter-
rupted. During welding, the cooling of the friction weld
also cools down the copper weld though, which makes
it very difficult to reach correct welding temperature,
which contributes to a high scrap rate from inadequate
welds.
[0007] It is also sometimes desirable to join together
conductors of the same material, but having different di-
ameter. In the case of large diameter copper conductors
in particular this is a challenge due to the high tempera-
tures of the welding process. A joint piece may be useful
in this scenario as well.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention has as its object to over-
come one or more of the disadvantages of the prior art,
or at least to provide an alternate transition joint device
and method for joining conductors of dissimilar metal,
whether of the same or different diameter, or metals of
similar material, whether of the same or different diam-
eter, but in particular of different diameter.
[0009] According to one aspect, the invention provides
a transition joint device comprising a first end segment
of a first metal and a second end segment of a second
metal. As a non-limiting example, the first end segment
may be copper and the second end segment can be alu-
minium. The end segments are preferably cylindrical,
with a diameter corresponding to the diameter of the con-
ductors to be joined. The metal of the first end segment
of the transition device is of the same material as a first
conductor, while the second end segment is of the same
material as a second conductor. To produce the joint de-
vice of the invention, cylindrical pieces of metal are joined
together, for example by friction welding and thereafter
machined to the final form of the joint device.
[0010] An end portion of the at least one of the end
segments of the device is cut in a grid pattern forming a
plurality of cordels. The term "cordels" as used herein
means a plurality of projections, in the nature of filaments.
The cordels are preferably of a corresponding size to the
twisted filaments comprising the conductor in the case
of a twisted wire conductor. In the case of a solid wire
conductor, the end of the conductor may itself be cut into
a grid of cordels, corresponding in size to the cordels cut
into the end portions of the end segments of the joint
device. The cordels are formed by cutting the end por-
tions of the end segments by techniques known in the
art, for example using the wire EDM technique. "EDM"
or "Electrical Discharge Machining", as used herein re-
fers to a manufacturing process, known in the art, wherein
material is removed from a workpiece by a series of rap-
idly recurring current discharges between an electrode
and a workpiece. In "wire EDM", otherwise known as
"EDM wire cutting" the electrode is in the form of a wire
having a diameter of from 0.1mm to 1.0mm. According
to one aspect, the first end segment is copper, while the
second end segment, which optionally may or may not

1 2 



EP 3 261 181 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

bet cut into cordels, is aluminium.
[0011] The ends of the conductors are thereafter weld-
ed to the end portions of the end segments of the joint
device, using welding techniques known in the art, for
example TiG welding. "TiG" or "Tungsten Inert Gas"
welding as used herein refers to an arc welding process
known in the art that uses a non-consumable tungsten
electrode to produce the weld. It should be understood
however that other welding processes are possible within
the scope of the invention.
[0012] The air spaces between the individual cordels
cause the welding process to form a plurality of small
welds between the cordels of the joint device and the
filaments or cordels of the conductor. This creates a low-
er, more controllable temperature profile, avoiding the
degradation of the friction weld of the joint device.
[0013] According to yet another aspect, the device of
the invention provides a supporting collar or "backing"
projecting past the ends of one or more of the end seg-
ments of the joint device to support the transition zone
between the conductor and the joint device during the
welding procedure.
[0014] According to yet another aspect of the invention,
a joint device is provided of a single metal, for example
copper, with a first end segment of a first, larger diameter,
and an opposite end segment of a second, smaller di-
ameter, with the first end segment tapering to the diam-
eter of the second end segment. In this embodiment, one
or both of the end segments of the device have end por-
tions that are cut into a grid of cordels. Such a joint device
is particularly useful for jointing twisted copper conduc-
tors of different diameter, although it should be under-
stood that both the first and second end segments may
alternately be of the same diameter for joining conductors
of the same diameter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The invention will now be described in detail,
with reference to the attached drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is an illustration of a prior art transition joint
device and method

Figure 2 is a perspective view of an embodiment of
the transition joint device of the invention

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of an embodiment
of the transition joint device of the invention

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a transition joint
device in pre-finished state

Figure 5 is front elevational view of a first end face
illustrating an end portion cut in a grid pattern

Figure 6 is a side elevational view of the transition
joint device of the invention connected to two con-

ductors

Figure 7 is a photograph of a conductor and transition
joint device prior to welding

Figure 8 is a side cut away view of the transition joint
device used in connection with a cable having insu-
lation and protective layers

Figure 9 is a photograph of the transition joint device
of the invention after welding to two conductors

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an alternate em-
bodiment of the transition joint device of the invention

Figure 11 is a side elevational view of an alternate
embodiment of the transition joint device of the in-
vention

Figure 12 is a graph representing a welding opera-
tion using a prior art joint device.

Figure 13 is a graph representing a welding opera-
tion using a joint device according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Figure 1 illustrates the prior art. As shown, a
conductor I is joined to a conductor III of dissimilar metal.
A transition joint device II has two end segments joined
at a friction weld. The faces of the conductor and the
faces of the segments are machined at an angle to ac-
commodate welds. The conductors and the joint device
are held in place by a jig having a water cooling and
temperature measuring arrangement about the friction
weld. Cladding is introduced at the interface between the
welds and the conductors.
[0017] Figures 2 and 3 illustrate an embodiment of the
invention useful for joining conductors of dissimilar metal.
In the illustrated embodiment the metals are copper and
aluminium, however it should be understood that other
metals may be employed.
[0018] The joint device 5 according to one aspect of
the invention comprises a first end segment 10 joined to
a second end segment 12. End segment 10 is copper
and end segment 12 is aluminium. The two end segments
10,12 are joined at a joint interface 14, preferably in the
form of a friction weld. In practice, the joint device 5 shown
in Figs 2 and 3 is made by joining together cylindrical
pieces of copper 16 and aluminium 18 by friction welding,
as conceptually illustrated in Fig 4. The co-joined cylin-
drical pieces 16,18 are thereafter machined into the final
form of the joint device 5, for example to the form shown
in Fig 2.
[0019] As shown in Figs 2 and 3, the first and second
end segments 10,12 have end faces 20 and 22 respec-
tively. The end faces 20,22 are preferably machined at
an angle α of from 30 to 40 degrees relative to a longi-
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tudinal axis 23 of joint device 5 as shown in Fig 3. A first
conductor 24 and a second conductor 26 to be joined are
cut so that they have corresponding, but oppositely an-
gled end faces 25 and 25’, as shown in Figs 6 and 7. The
cooperating angled faces form a V-shaped space 27 be-
tween the transition joint device 5 and the cables.
[0020] As shown in Figs 2 and 3, end face 20, or op-
tionally both end face 20 and end face 22 terminate an
end portion 11, which is cut into a plurality of cordels 28.
Cordels 28 are formed by cutting an end portion 11 of
end segment 10 (or optionally also an end portion of end
segment 12) into a grid pattern 31 as shown in Fig 5. The
grid pattern 31 is preferably cut using the wire EDM tech-
nique, known in the art. The wire used in the EDM cutting
procedure may be from 0.1 to 1.0 mm in diameter. The
number of cordels 28 cut into the end portion 11 is de-
pendent upon the diameter of the end segment 10, as
well as the diameter of the EDM wire, the diameter of the
wire causing the cordels 28 to be spaced apart at a dis-
tance equal to the diameter of the wire, represented by
the spacing between the lines of the grid 31 in Fig 5. The
removal of the material by the wire creates spaces be-
tween the cordels. Preferably, the end portions are cut
into from 6 to 90 cordels. The thickness of the cordels
28, in the direction transverse to longitudinal axis 23 is
preferably from 2 - 10 mm, more preferably from 3-6mm.
The cordels 28 are intended to correspond roughly to the
dimensions of the individual filaments of a twisted wire
conductor. The depth of the cuts, in the direction of lon-
gitudinal axis 23, forming the cordels 28 is preferably
from 2-20 mm, resulting in cordels 28 having a length of
from 2-20mm. Adjacent cordels can be spaced apart from
0.1 to 1mm. The removal of the material in the end portion
11 reduces the surface area of end face 20, referred to
herein as "area loss".
[0021] As shown in Figs 2 and 3 the transition joint
device 5 may also comprise one or more support shoul-
ders 30, known as a "backing" in the welding art. The
shoulder or backing 30 supports the conductor and aids
in maintaining a proper alignment under the welding op-
eration. According to one aspect, the backing 30 is pro-
vided on the aluminium side.
[0022] Fig 7 shows a photograph of a copper conductor
24 and end portion 11 of end segment 10 of the joint
device 5 prepared for welding. As seen, the angled faces
form a V-shaped space 27. The conductor is welded to
the joint device 5 by welding techniques known in the art,
such as for example TiG welding. The weld produces V-
shaped joints 32 and 34 as shown in Fig 6.
[0023] Fig. 2 and 3 show a tapered section 36. The
taper is a transition between diameters, where the illus-
trated joint device 5 in Figs 2 and 3 is intended to join a
larger diameter copper conductor 24 to end segment 10,
and a smaller diameter aluminium conductor 26 to end
segment 12. Fig 6 illustrates the alternate situation where
the aluminium conductor 26 is of the larger diameter and
the copper conductor 24 is of the smaller diameter. In
this instance the joint device 5 tapers out to a larger di-

ameter segment 12. It should be understood that end
segments 10 and 12 may also be of the same diameter.
[0024] Fig 8 shows the joint device 5 of the invention
utilized with a power cable having various protective
and/or insulation layers 35, 35’ and 35" about conductor
24. The invention is not limited by the type and number
of layers about the cable to be joined. Non-limiting ex-
amples of such layers include a polyethylene insulation
layer 35, a polyethylene insulation screen 35’ and a metal
shielding 35".
[0025] Fig 9 shows the end result whereby cordels 28
of end segment 10 form individual small welds with the
filaments of a copper conductor 24. An aluminium con-
ductor 26 is welded to end segment 12 of joint device 5,
said end segment 12 in this example not comprising cord-
els.
[0026] Figs 10 and 11 illustrate an alternate embodi-
ment of the joint device 5 of the invention, useful in joining
two conductors of the same metal, where the conductors
have different diameters. As shown, a single cylindrical
section of metal, for example copper, is machined with
a taper from a first, larger diameter end segment 38 to a
second, smaller diameter end segment 40. The end faces
of both end segments are cut at angles α of from 30 - 40
degrees relative to a line parallel to the longitudinal axis.
The illustrated angle β is the complementary angle to the
angle α, the angle α is shown on figure 3. End portions
13 are cut into cordels 28 as described above.

Examples

[0027] The following example shows the results of a
comparison between a joining operation according to the
prior art method of using a transition joint device with flat
end surfaces versus a joining operation using the joint
device 5 of the present invention.
[0028] In the case of the prior art method, cladding is
first welded to the end of the conductor. The conductor
is then rigged for the welding operation between the con-
ductor and the joint device.
[0029] In the case of the technique using the joint de-
vice 5 of the invention no cladding is used, as the fila-
ments of the conductor will form individual welds with the
cordels. Consequently, no re-rigging is needed. The
cordels are cut using the wire EDM process with a cutting
wire that is 0.3 mm in diameter, producing cordels of 4
mm thickness.
[0030] In the example, the diameter of the end segment
10 of the joint device 5 is 43,7mm, giving a surface area
of the end face 20 of the joint device 5 of 1500 mm2.
[0031] The area loss due to removal of material by the
wire cuts forming the cordels is 257 mm2, resulting in a
post-cut surface area of the end face 20 of the joint device
5 of 1242 mm2.
[0032] The surface are of the end of the conductor is
1200 mm2.
[0033] Figure 12 is a graph which represents a welding
operation using a prior art joint device while figure 13 is

5 6 



EP 3 261 181 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a graph which represents a welding operation using a
joint device 5 according to the invention. Temperature in
degrees C of the friction weld in the joint device being
used is shown in the vertical axis, and time is shown in
the horizontal axis in hours:minutes:seconds.
[0034] In the example, the weld procedure specifica-
tion established a maximum allowed temperature of 200
degree C.
[0035] As seen in figure 12, from time stamp 00:00:00
to 00:51:20 the temperature exceeds the maximum al-
lowable temperature. This represents the cladding oper-
ation whereby cladding is welded to the end of the con-
ductor. The period from time stamp 00:51:20 to 00:57:20
represents a time delay required to re-rig the conductor
and the transition joint device for welding. The period
from time stamp 00:57:20 to time stamp 04:16:40 repre-
sents the temperature of the welding procedure. The tem-
perature spikes represent alternating welding and paus-
ing to allow a cooling of the friction weld.
[0036] In the welding operation represented by figure
13, no cladding operation is required when using the joint
device 5 of the invention. Consequently, the period from
time stamp 00:00:00 to 04:05:00 in Figure 13 shows only
the welding operation between the conductor and the
joint device. As can be seen, the maximum allowable
termperature is not exceeded and the temperature spikes
are significanlty less frequent. The effective time required
for the welding operation is reduced in Figure 13 (approx.
03.10.00) compared to Figure 12 (03:50:00).
[0037] Experience suggests a scrap rate using the pri-
or art method of 25% or more, while the use of the joint
device 5 according to the invention suggests a scrap rate
of 10% or less.

Claims

1. A transition joint device (5) for connecting two con-
ductors (24, 26), comprising a first end segment (10)
adapted for welding to a first conductor (24), a sec-
ond end segment (12) adapted for welding to a sec-
ond conductor (26), characterized in that at least
one of the first or second segments (10,12) has an
end portion (11) comprising a plurality of cordels
(28).

2. A transition joint device (5) according to claim 1,
characterized in that first and second end seg-
ments (10,12) are longitudinally arranged along a
longitudinal axis (23), and wherein the cordels (28)
comprise projections in the longitudinal direction ar-
ranged in a grid pattern (31) in an end face (20) of
joint device (5).

3. A transition joint device (5) according to either of
claims 1 or 2, characterized in that cordels (28)
have a thickness in the direction transverse to lon-
gitudinal axis (23) of from 2-10mm and a length of

from 2-20mm.

4. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that adjacent
cordels (28) are spaced apart at a distance in the
direction transverse to longitudinal axis (23) of from
0.1 to 1.0mm.

5. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the cordels
(28) are formed by a plurality of longitudinal cuts in
end portion (11).

6. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the end por-
tion (11) comprises from 6 to 90 cordels (28).

7. A transition joint device (5) according to claim 5,
characterized in that the cordels (28) are formed
by cutting end portion (11) in the longitudinal direc-
tion using the wire EDM process.

8. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the first end
segment (10) is made of a first metal material and
the second end segment (12) is made of a second,
different metal material, said first and second end
segments (10,12) being joined together at a joint in-
terface (14).

9. A transition joint device (5) according to claim 7,
characterized in that joint interface (14) is a friction
weld.

10. A transition joint device (5) according to either of
claims 7 or 8, characterized in that the first metal
material is copper and the second metal material is
aluminium.

11. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that at least one
of end segments (10,12) further comprises a should
member (30) adapted to support the respective con-
ductor.

12. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the first and
second end segments (10,12) have end faces
(20,22) arranged at an angle α of from 30 to 40 de-
grees relative to longitudinal axis (23).

13. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the first end
segment (10) is essentially cylindrical, having a first
diameter, and the second end segment (12) is es-
sentially cylindrical, having a second, different diam-
eter.
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14. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the joint de-
vice (5) is formed by machining two cylindrical metal
pieces (16,18) joined by friction welding.

15. A transition joint device (5) according to one of the
preceding claims, characterized in that the first and
second end segments (10,12) are of the same metal
material.

16. A method for joining cables, characterized in the
steps of:

a. Providing a transition joint device (5) accord-
ing to one of claims 1-15,
b. Arranging two conductors (24,26), end to end
with the end segments (10,12) of the transition
joint device (5), at least a first of said conductors
(24) being of the twisted wire type, said first con-
ductor (24) of the twisted wire type being ar-
ranged opposite an end portion (11) comprising
cordels (28),
c. Welding the ends of the conductors (24,26)
to the end segments (10,12) of the transition joint
device (5)
d. Whereby the welding forms a plurality of in-
dividual small welds between the wires compris-
ing the first conductor (24) and the cordels (28).

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein a first
conductor (24) is made of copper, and a second con-
ductor (26) is made of aluminium.

9 10 
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