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(54) X-RAY IMAGING APPARATUS

(57) To provide an X-ray imaging apparatus facilitat-
ing the recognition of a position of a permission button
for X-ray irradiation in an X-ray irradiation prohibited
state. In an X-ray imaging apparatus 1, a permission but-
ton 27 for X-ray irradiation is provided on an operation
panel 17 separately from an operation button group 25,
and performs switching between a prohibited state in
which X-ray irradiation from an X-ray tube is prohibited
and a permitted state in which X-ray irradiation from the

X-ray tube is permitted. The permission button 27 has
visual characteristics different from common visual char-
acteristics of the operation button group 25 in the prohib-
ited state. In this manner, the position of the permission
button 27 can be emphasized to notify a user. As a result,
even when a user operates the X-ray imaging apparatus
1 for the first time, or he/she is not familiar with the op-
eration, it is easy to recognize the position of the permis-
sion button 27 in the X-ray irradiation prohibited state.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an X-ray imag-
ing apparatus obtaining X-ray images using X-rays.

Background

[0002] The conventional X-ray imaging apparatus in-
cludes an X-ray tube for irradiating a subject with X-rays,
an X-ray detector detecting X-rays having passed
through the subject, an operation part receiving input op-
eration from a user (operator), and a control unit perform-
ing control for irradiation of X-rays (see Patent Literature
1, for example).
[0003] The operation part includes an X-ray irradiation
execution button (hereinafter, appropriately referred to
as an "execution button") and an X-ray irradiation per-
mission button (hereinafter, appropriately referred to as
a "permission button"). The execution button is used to
instruct the execution of X-ray irradiation. Meanwhile, the
permission button is used to prevent X-ray irradiation not
intended by a user. When the permission button is
pressed to obtain an X-ray irradiation permitted state
(hereinafter, appropriately referred to as a "permitted
state"), a user is able to perform X-ray irradiation using
the execution button. When the permission button is
pressed again in such a permitted state, the state be-
comes an X-ray irradiation prohibited state (hereinafter,
appropriately referred to as a "prohibited state"). In the
prohibited state, X-ray irradiation is not possible even
when a user presses the execution button.
[0004] Moreover, in the conventional X-ray imaging
apparatus, the permission button includes an electric
lamp. In the prohibited state, the electric lamp is lit off.
Then, in the permitted state, the electric lamp is contin-
uously lit on.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-open No. 2015-009012

Summary

Technical Problem

[0006] Each of operation buttons of the conventional
X-ray imaging apparatus has a pictograph for distinction.
However, even with such distinction, it may be difficult to
recognize the buttons. For example, when the power
source of the X-ray imaging apparatus is turned on to
activate the X-ray imaging apparatus, it is in a prohibited
state, and the electric lamp of the permission button is lit
off. Thus, when a user operates the X-ray imaging ap-

paratus for the first time, or he/she is not familiar with the
operation, it is difficult to recognize the position of the
permission button.
[0007] In view of the above-described aspect, the
present invention aims at providing an X-ray imaging ap-
paratus allowing easy recognition of the position of the
permission button for X-ray irradiation in the X-ray irra-
diation prohibited state.

Solution to Problem

[0008] To achieve such an object, the invention has
the following configurations. That is, an X-ray imaging
apparatus of the invention includes an X-ray source that
irradiates a subject with X-rays, an X-ray detector that
detects X-ray having passed through the subject, an op-
eration switch group provided on an operation panel, and
a permission switch for X-ray irradiation that is provided
on the operation panel separately from the operation
switch group and performs switching between a prohib-
ited state prohibiting X-ray irradiation from the X-ray
source and a permitted state permitting X-ray irradiation
from the X-ray source, the permission switch having vis-
ual characteristics different from common visual charac-
teristics of the operation switch group in the prohibited
state.
[0009] In the X-ray imaging apparatus of the invention,
the permission switch for X-ray irradiation is provided on
the operation panel separately from the operation switch
group, and performs switching between the prohibited
state prohibiting X-ray irradiation from the X-ray source
and the permitted state permitting X-ray irradiation from
the X-ray source. In the prohibited state, the permission
switch has visual characteristics different from common
visual characteristics of the operation switch group. Thus,
it is possible to emphasize the position of the permission
switch to notify a user. As a result, even when a user
operates the X-ray imaging apparatus for the first time,
or he/she is not familiar with the operation, it is easy to
recognize the position of the permission button in the X-
ray irradiation prohibited state. Moreover, the position of
the permission switch is emphasized, which suppresses
erroneous pressing.
[0010] In the above-described X-ray imaging appara-
tus, it is preferable that the operation switch group is ei-
ther lit on or lit off, and the permission switch blinks in
the prohibited state, and is lit on instead of the blinking
in the permitted state. When the permission switch blinks
in the prohibited state, the position of the permission
switch can be emphasized to notify a user. Moreover,
the display action of the permission switch is made dif-
ferent between the prohibited state and the permitted
state, which allows a user to recognize whether the X-
ray imaging apparatus is in the prohibited state or the
permitted state.
[0011] In the above-described X-ray imaging appara-
tus, it is preferable that the operation switch group is lit
off, and the permission switch is lit on in a first color in
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the prohibited state, and is lit on in a second color instead
of lighting in the first color in the permitted state.
When the permission switch is lit on in the first color in
the prohibited state, the position of the permission switch
can be emphasized to notify a user. Moreover, the display
color of the permission switch is made different between
the prohibited state and the permitted state, which allows
a user to recognize whether the X-ray imaging apparatus
is in the prohibited state or the permitted state.
[0012] In the above-described X-ray imaging appara-
tus, it is preferable that the permission switch includes
an electric lamp unit. In the prohibited state, it is possible
by the electric lamp unit to emphasize the position of the
permission switch to notify a user.
[0013] The above-described X-ray imaging apparatus
further includes a display unit that is provided on a back
surface of a touch panel, in which a screen of the display
unit preferably displays the operation switch group and
the permission switch. In the prohibited state, the per-
mission switch displayed on the screen of the display unit
has visual characteristics different from common visual
characteristics of the operation switch group. Thus, it is
possible to emphasize the position of the permission
switch to notify a user.
[0014] In the above-described X-ray imaging appara-
tus, it is preferable that in the prohibited state, an index
figure indicating a position of the permission switch is
displayed on the permission switch on the screen of the
display unit or on an outer periphery of the permission
switch. When the index figure indicating the position of
the permission switch is displayed on the permission
switch or on the outer periphery thereof in the prohibited
state, the position of the permission switch can be em-
phasized to notify a user.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0015] In the X-ray imaging apparatus of the invention,
the permission switch has visual characteristics different
from common visual characteristics of the operation
switch group in the prohibited state. Thus, the position
of the permission switch can be emphasized to notify a
user. As a result, even when a user operates the X-ray
imaging apparatus for the first time, or he/she is not fa-
miliar with the operation, it is easy to recognize the po-
sition of the permission button in the X-ray irradiation
prohibited state.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0016]

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of an X-
ray imaging apparatus according to a first example.
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of an op-
eration panel according to the first example.
FIG. 3 (a), (b) are diagrams for explaining the ar-
rangement of an electric lamp unit.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining the operation of
an electric lamp unit of an X-ray irradiation permis-
sion button according to the first example.
FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining the operation of
an electric lamp unit of an X-ray irradiation permis-
sion button according to a second example.
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of an op-
eration panel according to a third example.
FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining blinking action ac-
cording to the third example.
FIG. 8 (a) to (e) are diagrams illustrating examples
of an index figure or an index character according to
a fourth example.

Description of Embodiments

[First example]

[0017] The following will describe the first example of
the invention with reference to the enclosed drawings.
FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of an X-ray
imaging apparatus according to the first example.

<Configuration of X-ray imaging apparatus 1>

[0018] FIG. 1 is referred to. An X-ray imaging appara-
tus 1 includes an X-ray tube 2, an X-ray tube control unit
3, an X-ray detector 4, a C arm 5, a top board 6, and an
arm rotary moving mechanism 7. The X-ray tube 2 irra-
diates a subject M placed on the top board 6 with X-rays.
The X-ray tube 2 is controlled by the X-ray tube control
unit 3. The X-ray tube 2 corresponds to an X-ray source
of the invention. The X-ray tube control unit 3 includes
an X-ray control circuit (not illustrated) and a high voltage
generation part 3a, and supplies a predetermined tube
voltage and tube current to the X-ray tube 2.
[0019] The X-ray detector 4 is arranged to face the X-
ray tube 2, and detects X-rays having passed through
the subject M. The X-ray detector 4 is formed by a flat
panel type X-ray detector (FPD), or an image intensifier
and a camera, for example. The images captured by the
X-ray detector 4 are subjected to necessary image
processing such as various kinds of correction by an im-
age processing unit (not illustrated).
[0020] The X-ray tube 2 and the X-ray detector 4 are
arranged to face each other and supported by the C arm
5. The C arm 5 is formed to be moved and rotated by the
arm rotary moving mechanism 7. The arm rotary moving
mechanism 7 includes a sliding mechanism 9, a rotation
mechanism 10, and an upper/lower/front/rear moving
mechanism 11.
[0021] The sliding mechanism 9 slides the C arm 5
along a C shape of the C arm 5, as illustrated by an arrow
Q. Thus, the X-ray tube 2 and the X-ray detector 4 rotate
around a first axis AX1. The rotation mechanism 10 ro-
tates the sliding mechanism 9 around a second axis AX2.
In this manner, the X-ray tube 2 and the X-ray detector
4 rotate around the second axis AX2. The upper/low-
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er/front/rear moving mechanism 11 moves the rotation
mechanism 10 in an upper/lower direction (Z direction)
and a front/rear direction (X direction). Thus, the X-ray
tube 2 and the X-ray detector 4 move in the upper/lower
direction (Z direction) and the front/rear direction (X di-
rection). Each of the sliding mechanism 9, the rotation
mechanism 10, and the upper/lower/front/rear moving
mechanism 11 has an electric motor.
[0022] The X-ray imaging apparatus 1 further includes
a main control unit 15, an external display unit 16, an
operation panel 17, and a storage unit 18. The main con-
trol unit 15 includes a central processing unit (CPU). The
main control unit 15 controls the components such as
the X-ray tube control unit 3, the X-ray detector 4, the
arm rotary moving mechanism 7 (sliding mechanism 9,
rotation mechanism 10, and upper/lower/front/rear mov-
ing mechanism 11), and an operation panel display unit
21 described later. The external display unit 16 is formed
by a liquid crystal display (LCD), and the like. The con-
figuration of the operation panel 17 will be described later.
The storage unit 18 is formed by a read-only memory
(ROM), a random-access memory (RAM), or a hard disc,
and the like. The storage unit 18 stores programs nec-
essary for the operation of the X-ray imaging apparatus 1.
[0023] The X-ray imaging apparatus 1 is mobile and
includes a carriage 19. The carriage 19 supports the up-
per/lower/front/rear moving mechanism 11, and supports
the X-ray tube 2 and the X-ray detector 4 through the
upper/lower/front/rear moving mechanism 11 and the
like. Moreover, there are mounted, on the carriage 19,
the X-ray tube control unit 3, the main control unit 15, the
operation panel 17, the storage unit 18, and the like. The
operation panel 17 is provided on a surface of the car-
riage 19, which is a position illustrated by an arrow P, for
example. Note that although the X-ray imaging apparatus
1 is mobile in the example, it may not be mobile.

[Configuration of operation panel 17]

[0024] The following will describe the configuration of
the operation panel 17. FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram
of the operation panel 17. FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating
an example of the operation panel 17. The operation pan-
el 17 includes an operation panel display unit 21, a touch
panel 23, an operation button group 25, and an X-ray
irradiation permission button 27. In FIG. 1, three opera-
tion buttons 25a to 25c are illustrated as the operation
button group 25. However, the number of operation but-
tons is not limited to three. The operation button group
25 corresponds to an operation switch group of the in-
vention, and the X-ray irradiation permission button 27
corresponds to a permission switch of the invention.
[0025] The operation panel display unit 21 is formed
by a liquid crystal display or an organic EL display, for
example. The touch panel 23 is provided to correspond
to the operation panel display unit 21, and is provided on
a front surface of the operation panel display unit 21. The
touch panel 23 is formed with a detection type such as

a resistive film type. The operation button group 25 pro-
vided on the operation panel 17 is provided with a plurality
of operation buttons including an X-ray irradiation exe-
cution button 29. The operation buttons of the operation
button group 25 are formed with physical switches (me-
chanical switches) called tactile switches or push switch-
es, for example. The execution button 29 is used to in-
struct the execution of X-ray irradiation from the X-ray
tube 2. In FIG. 2, two execution buttons 29 are provided,
and X-ray irradiation is performed by pressing any one
of them.
[0026] The permission button 27 is provided on the op-
eration panel 17 separately from the operation button
group 25. The permission button 27 is used to perform
switching between the X-ray irradiation prohibited state
in which X-ray irradiation from the X-ray tube 2 is prohib-
ited and the X-ray irradiation permitted state in which X-
ray irradiation from the X-ray tube 2 is permitted. The
permission button 27 includes a permission button main
body 27a, an electric lamp control circuit 27b, and an
electric lamp unit 27c, as illustrated in FIG. 1. The per-
mission button main body 27a is formed by physical
switches (mechanical switches) called tactile switches or
push switches, for example. The electric lamp control
circuit 27b controls the electric lamp unit 27c based on
operation information of the permission button main body
27a. The electric lamp control circuit 27b is formed with
or without a CPU. The electric lamp unit 27c includes one
electric lamp. As the electric lamp, there is used a light
emitting diode (LED), a bulb, or EL lightning, for example.
The operation button group 25 does not include an elec-
tric lamp unit such as the permission button 27.
[0027] FIG. 3(a) and FIG. 3(b) are diagrams for ex-
plaining the arrangement of the electric lamp unit 27c. In
FIG. 3(a), a pictograph of a lock is omitted. The electric
lamp unit 27c is embedded to emit light inside a circular
area 27d for pressing the permission button 27, as illus-
trated in FIG. 3(a). Moreover, the electric lamp unit 27c
may be provided to emit light outside (on an outer pe-
riphery of) the circular area 27d, as illustrated in FIG. 3(b).
[0028] In the prohibited state, the permission button 27
has visual characteristics different from common visual
characteristics of the operation button group 25. In the
example, the permission button 27 blinks by the electric
lamp unit 27c in the prohibited state. Moreover, the per-
mission button 27 is continuously lit on instead of blinking
by the electric lamp unit 27c in the permitted state. Here,
the operation button group 25 does not include an electric
lamp unit, and thus it is regarded that the operation button
group 25 is lit off. Note that the common visual charac-
teristics of the operation button group 25 indicate that the
operation buttons have an almost same color or printing
of characters or pictographs in a same color, or it is not
blinking (either lit on or off), for example. When the op-
eration button group 25 is lit on or off, each button (switch)
of the operation button group 25 is provided with an elec-
tric lamp unit.
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<Operation of X-ray imaging apparatus 1>

[0029] The following will describe the operation of the
X-ray imaging apparatus 1. FIG. 4 is a diagram for ex-
plaining the operation of the electric lamp unit 27c of the
permission button 27.
[0030] In the X-ray imaging apparatus 1, for example,
the apparatus 1 is activated when the power source is
turned on, and it is in the prohibited state in which X-ray
irradiation from the X-ray tube 2 is prohibited. Conven-
tionally, the electric lamp unit 27c of the permission button
27 is lit off in the prohibited state. Meanwhile, each of the
operation buttons has a pictograph for distinction. How-
ever, even with such distinction, when a user operates
the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 for the first time, or he/she
is not familiar with the operation, it may be difficult to
recognize the position of the permission button 27. Thus,
the permission button 27 blinks in the prohibited state.
Moreover, the permission button 27 is lit on instead of
blinking in the permitted state.
[0031] The description will be given concretely. The X-
ray irradiation permission button 27 includes the electric
lamp unit 27c. The permission button 27 blinks, as visual
characteristics, by the electric lamp unit 27c in the pro-
hibited state (see Step S01 of FIG. 4). The blinking control
is performed by the electric lamp control circuit 27b. The
electric lamp control circuit 27b controls one electric lamp
of the electric lamp unit 27c to blink. Thus, the permission
button 27 blinks. When the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 is
in the prohibited state, X-ray tube 2 does not emit X-rays
even when the X-ray irradiation execution button 29 is
pressed. Note that the blinking of the example indicates
that lighting on and off are performed alternately, and is
not for adjusting the luminance of the electric lamp con-
tinuously lit on by changing a blinking speed.
[0032] The permission button 27 is operated to perform
switching between the prohibited state and the permitted
state. When the blinking permission button 27 is pressed
in the prohibited state, the prohibited state is switched to
the permitted state. In the permitted state, the permission
button 27 is continuously lit on instead of blinking of the
permission button 27 (see Step S02 of FIG. 4). The elec-
tric lamp control circuit 27b lights one electric lamp of the
electric lamp unit 27c based on operation information
(signals) indicating that the permission button 27 has
been pressed. In this manner, the permission button 27
is lit on. The permission button 27 blinks in the prohibited
state, while it is lit on in the permitted state, which makes
it possible to recognize whether the X-ray imaging appa-
ratus 1 is in the prohibited state or the permitted state.
[0033] The operation information indicating that the
permission button 27 has been pressed is transmitted
not only to the electric lamp control circuit 27b but also
to the main control unit 15. Based on such operation in-
formation, the main control unit 15 changes the state of
the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 from the prohibited state
to the permitted state, and it changes the state from the
permitted state to the prohibited state.

[0034] The following will describe the operation of ob-
taining an X-ray image. The subject M is placed on the
top board 6 illustrated in FIG. 1. The permission button
27 is lit on, whereby a user recognizes the permitted
state. In the permitted state, the X-ray tube 2 emits X-
rays when the execution button 29 is pressed. That is,
when the execution button 29 is pressed, the operation
information indicating that the execution button 29 has
been pressed is transmitted to the X-ray tube control unit
3 through the main control unit 15. The X-ray tube control
unit 3 supplies a necessary tube voltage and tube current
to the X-ray tube 2, so that the X-ray tube 2 emits X-rays.
The X-rays that have been emitted by the X-ray tube 2
and have passed through the subject M is detected by
the X-ray detector 4. The X-ray detector 4 outputs an X-
ray image in accordance with the detected X-ray amount.
The output X-ray image is subjected to necessary
processing such as gradation conversion by an image
processing unit (not illustrated) or the main control unit
15. Then, the X-ray image is displayed on the external
display unit 16 and the operation panel display unit 21,
and stored in the storage unit 18.
[0035] When the lit permission button 27 is pressed in
the permitted state, the permitted state is switched to the
prohibited state. In the prohibited state, the permission
button 27 blinks (see Step S03 of FIG. 4). Then, every
time the permission button 27 is pressed, the prohibited
state and the permitted state are switched alternately
(see Steps S01 to S04 of FIG. 4).
[0036] In the example, the operation button group 25
does not include an electric lamp unit and is not lit on.
Meanwhile, the permission button 27 includes the electric
lamp unit 27c and blinks. The blinking has a higher em-
phasis level than pictographs on the operation buttons
of the operation button group 25. Thus, a user can easily
recognize the position of the permission button 27 even
when the permission button 27 is arranged in the oper-
ation button group 25.
[0037] In the example, the permission button 27 for X-
ray irradiation is provided on the operation panel 17 sep-
arately from the operation button group 25, and performs
switching between the prohibited state in which X-ray
irradiation from the X-ray tube 2 is prohibited and the
permitted state in which X-ray irradiation from the X-ray
tube 2 is permitted. Then, the permission button 27 has
visual characteristics different from common visual char-
acteristics of the operation button group 25 in the prohib-
ited state. In the example, the permission button 27 in-
cludes the electric lamp unit 27c, and blinks by the electric
lamp unit 27c in the prohibited state. In this manner, the
position of the permission button 27 can be emphasized
to notify a user. As a result, even when a user operates
the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 for the first time, or he/she
is not familiar with the operation, it is easy to recognize
the position of the permission button 27 in the prohibited
state.
[0038] Moreover, when the permission button 27 is
provided at a position easy to press, it is possible to cause
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error operation such as erroneous emission of X-rays.
Thus, the permission button 27 is arranged at a position
relatively hard to press, which is, for example, a position
where other operation button group 25 is arranged. When
the permission button 27 is arranged at such a position,
it cannot be found at a glance, increasing the trouble for
looking for the permission button 27. Moreover, when
other operation button group 25 is concentrated or when
the operation panel display unit 21 exists, it is necessary
to find out the permission button 27 among them, which
is more troublesome. Even in such cases, the example
facilitates recognition of the position of the permission
button 27 in the prohibited state.
[0039] Moreover, the permission button 27 blinks by
the electric lamp unit 27c in the prohibited state, and is
continuously lit on instead of blinking by the electric lamp
unit 27c in the permitted state. The light emitting action
of the permission button 27 is made different between
the prohibited state and the permitted state, which allows
a user to recognize whether the X-ray imaging apparatus
1 is in the prohibited state or the permitted state. Even
when the permission button 27 is pressed wrongly, a user
can recognize whether the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 is
in the prohibited state or the permitted state.
[0040] Moreover, the blinking has a high emphasis lev-
el. If non-blinking operation buttons are provided on the
screen of the operation panel display unit 21, it is possible
to distinguish the permission button 27 not only from the
physical operation button group 25 outside the operation
panel display unit 21 but also from such operation buttons
displayed on the screen.

[Second example]

[0041] The following will describe the second example
of the invention with reference to the enclosed drawings.
The description overlapping the first example will be omit-
ted. FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining the operation of
the electric lamp unit 27c of the permission button 27.
[0042] In the first example, the permission button 27
blinks in the prohibited state, while is continuously lit on
in the permitted state, by the electric lamp unit 27c. That
is, the light emitting action is changed depending on
whether the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 is in the prohibited
state or the permitted state. In this aspect, a light emission
color is changed in the second example.
[0043] In the example, the electric lamp unit 27c illus-
trated in FIG. 1 includes a plurality of (two or more) electric
lamps emitting light mutually different in color. For exam-
ple, the electric lamp unit 27c includes a first electric lamp
emitting blue light and a second electric lamp emitting
green light. Note that the light emission color is not limited
to blue and green.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the permission button
27 is lit on in blue as a first color in the prohibited state,
while it is lit on in green as a second color instead of
lighting in blue, by the electric lamp unit 27c. The electric
lamp control circuit 27b controls the first electric lamp of

the electric lamp unit 27c to emit blue light, and controls
the second electric lamp of the electric lamp unit 27c to
emit green light. Note that blue light and green light may
be emitted reversely. That is, the permission button 27
is lit on in green in the prohibited state, and is lit on in
blue instead of green in the permitted state. The first color
or the second color may be a light blue, for example,
combining the light emitted by the first electric lamp and
the second electric lamp. The operation button group 25
is not provided with an electric lamp unit, and thus re-
garded that it is lit off.
[0045] In the example, the permission button 27 is lit
on in blue as the first color by the electric lamp unit 27c
in the prohibited state. When the permission button 27
is lit on in the prohibited state, the position of the permis-
sion button 27 can be emphasized to notify a user. More-
over, the permission button 27 is lit on in green as the
second color instead of blue by the electric lamp unit 27c
in the permitted state. The light emission color of the per-
mission button 27 is made different between the prohib-
ited state and the permitted state, which allows a user to
recognize whether the X-ray imaging apparatus 1 is in
the prohibited state or the permitted state.
[0046] The first example and the second example may
be combined. In this case, the permission button 27 blinks
in blue in the prohibited state, and is lit on in green instead
of blinking in blue in the permitted state.

[Third example]

[0047] The following will describe the third example of
the invention with reference to the enclosed drawings.
The description overlapping the first example and the
second example will be omitted. FIG. 6 is a diagram il-
lustrating an example of an operation panel 31. FIG. 7 is
a diagram for explaining blinking action.
[0048] In the first example, the permission button 27
blinks by the electric lamp unit 27c in the prohibited state.
Regarding this aspect, in the third example, a permission
button 39 displayed on a screen of a display unit provided
on a back surface of a touch panel blinks in the prohibited
state. That is, in the third example, the permission button
39 displayed on the screen of the display unit, not a phys-
ical button, blinks.
[0049] FIG. 6 is referred to. The operation panel 31
includes an operation panel display unit 33 and a touch
panel 35. The operation panel display unit 33 is formed
by a liquid crystal display or an organic EL display, for
example. The operation panel display unit 33 corre-
sponds to a display unit of the invention. The touch panel
35 is provided on a front surface of the operation panel
display unit 33. On the screen of the operation panel dis-
play unit 33 provided on a back surface of the touch panel
35, there are displayed an operation button group 37 and
a permission button 39. When a user presses (touches)
buttons such as the permission button 39 displayed on
the screen through the touch panel 35, the input of the
buttons is performed. Note that a symbol 41 indicates an
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X-ray irradiation execution button. An area 43 indicates
an area where X-ray conditions or X-ray images are dis-
played.
[0050] Similarly to the first example, the permission
button 39 displayed on the screen blinks in the prohibited
state. The description will be given concretely. For ex-
ample, it is assumed that the X-ray imaging apparatus 1
is in the prohibited state. In this case, the main control
unit 15 displays the permission button 39 on the screen
of the operation panel display unit 33 alternately in a color
(e.g., blue) different from the common color (e.g., grey)
of the operation button group 37 and in a color (e.g., grey)
other than such a color. That is, as illustrated in FIG. 7,
the permission buttons 39 with a mutually different back
color of a pictograph of a lock on the right and left sides
are displayed alternately. Thus, the permission button 39
blinks for display.
[0051] Once the blinking permission button 39 is
pressed in the prohibited state, the prohibited state is
switched to the permitted state. The main control unit 15
controls the permission button 39 on the screen to be
displayed in the above-described different color (e.g.,
blue) without blinking in the permitted state. When the
non-blinking permission button 39 is pressed in the per-
mitted state, the permitted state is switched to the pro-
hibited state.
[0052] In the example, the permission button 39 dis-
played on the screen blinks in the prohibited state. When
the permission button 39 blinks in the prohibited state,
the position of the permission button 39 can be empha-
sized to notify a user. Moreover, the permission button
39 blinks, in the prohibited state, by displaying it alter-
nately in a color (e.g., blue) different from the common
color (e.g., grey) of the operation button group 37 and in
a color (e.g., grey) other than such a color. By contrast,
the permission button 39 is displayed, in the permitted
state, in a different color (e.g., blue) different from the
above-described common color instead of blinking. The
display method of the permission switch is made different
between the prohibited state and the permitted state,
which allows a user to recognize whether the X-ray im-
aging apparatus 1 is in the prohibited state or the permit-
ted state.
[0053] Moreover, the blinking has a high emphasis lev-
el. If non-blinking operation buttons are provided outside
the operation panel display unit 33 in the operation panel
31, it is possible to distinguish the permission button 39
not only from the operation button group 37 displayed on
the screen of the operation panel display unit 33 but also
from such operation buttons displayed outside the oper-
ation panel display unit 33.
[0054] Note that a modification of the example will be
described. First, the modification may be configured in
the same manner as in the second example. That is, the
permission button 39 may be displayed in a first color
(e.g., blue) different from the common color in the pro-
hibited state, while it may be displayed in a second color
(e.g., green) different from the common color in the per-

mitted state (both cases without blinking). Moreover, the
modification may be configured in the same manner as
the combination of the first example and the second ex-
ample. That is, the permission button 39 may blink by
displaying it alternately in a first color (e.g., blue) different
from the common color and a color other than such a
color in the prohibited state, while it may be displayed in
a second color (e.g., green) different from the common
color in the permitted state.

[Fourth example]

[0055] The following will describe the fourth example
of the invention with reference to the enclosed drawings.
The description overlapping the first example to the third
example will be omitted.
[0056] In the third example, the display action such as
blinking of the permission button 39 displayed on the
screen is changed. In the fourth example, the following
configuration is possible in addition to the third example
or individually. In the prohibited state, there is displayed,
on the permission button 39 or on the outer periphery
thereof, at least one of an index figure and an index char-
acter indicating a position of the permission button 39 as
a guide for a user. The index figure and the index char-
acter are displayed on the screen of the operation panel
display unit 33 provided on the back surface of the touch
panel 35.
[0057] FIG. 8(a) to FIG. 8(e) are diagrams illustrating
examples of an index figure or an index character. In FIG.
8(a), an arrow shape 51 is displayed as an index figure
on the outer periphery of the permission button 39. In
FIG. 8(b), a hand shape 53 is displayed as an index figure.
In FIG. 8(c), a character 55 such as "X-ray irradiation
permission button" is displayed as an index character on
the outer periphery of the permission button 39. In FIG.
8(d), a character such as "X-ray irradiation permission
button" is displayed in a balloon 57 that is a frame for
writing in characters, as the combination of an index fig-
ure and an index character. In FIG. 8(e), the arrow shape
51 is not still but moving for display. Moreover, the index
figure and the index character may blink for display in
addition to the moving display or individually.
[0058] In the example, the index figure or the index
character indicating a position of the permission button
39 is displayed, in the prohibited state, on the permission
button 39 on the screen of the operation panel display
unit 33 or on the outer periphery thereof. When the index
figure or the index character indicating a position of the
permission button 39 is displayed on the permission but-
ton 39 or on the outer periphery thereof in the prohibited
state, the position of the permission button 39 can be
emphasized to notify a user.
[0059] Note that in the permitted state, the index figure
or the index character may not be displayed. Alternative-
ly, the index figure or the like may be changed in color.
Moreover, as long as the index figure or the like is moving
in the prohibited state, the index figure or the like may be
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still in the permitted state. Moreover, as long as the index
figure or the like blinks in the prohibited state, the index
figure or the like may not blink in the permitted state.
[0060] The invention is not limited to the above-de-
scribed embodiments, and can be modified and imple-
mented in the following manners.

(1) In the above-described examples 1, 2, the electric
lamp unit 27c includes one electric lamp. However,
the number of electric lamps is not limited to one.
That is, the electric lamp unit 27c may include at least
one electric lamp. For example, it is assumed that
the electric lamp unit 27c includes two electric lamps.
In the prohibited state, the first electric lamp may
blink, while the second electric lamp may be lit off.
In the permitted state, the first electric lamp may be
lit off, while the second electric lamp may be lit on.
Moreover, both of the two electric lamps may be syn-
chronized to blink in the prohibited state, while both
of the two electric lamps are lit on in the permitted
state, for example.
(2) In the above-described first and second exam-
ples and the modification (1), the permission button
27 blinks in the prohibited state, and is lit on in the
permitted state. In this aspect, the action of blinking
and lighting may be opposite. That is, the permission
button 27 is lit on in the prohibited state, and blinks
instead of lighting in the permitted state. When the
permission button 27 is lit on in the prohibited state,
the position of the permission button 27 can be em-
phasized to notify a user. The light emitting action of
the permission switch is made different between the
prohibited state and the permitted state, which allows
a user to recognize whether the X-ray imaging ap-
paratus 1 is in the prohibited state or the permitted
state.
(3) In the above-described first and second exam-
ples and modification (1), the permission button 27
blinks in the prohibited state, and is lit on in the per-
mitted state. For example, the permission button 27
may act by either blinking or being lit on in the both
prohibited state and permitted state. This exerts the
effect of facilitating the recognition of a position of
the permission button 27 in the prohibited state.
However, a user cannot recognize whether the X-
ray imaging apparatus 1 is in the prohibited state or
in the permitted state.
(4) In the above-described first example, the permis-
sion button 27 blinks by the electric lamp unit 27c,
for example, as visual characteristics different from
common visual characteristics of the operation but-
ton group 25. In this aspect, the permission button
27 may be colored with blue paint, for example, as
visual characteristics different from common visual
characteristics (e.g., white) of the operation button
group 25.
(5) In the above-described first and second exam-
ples and modifications, the permission button 27

blinks, for example, in the prohibited state. This also
exerts the effect of suppressing erroneous pressing
(misoperation) of pressing the permission button 27
wrongly. To suppress such erroneous pressing on
the permission button 27, the permission button 27
may be provided with a transparent cover member
opened and closed like a door in the front surface of
the permission button 27. Moreover, with a plurality
of (e.g., two) permission buttons 27, the prohibited
state and the permitted state may be switched when
such permission buttons 27 are pressed at the same
time. Alternatively, the prohibited state and the per-
mitted state may be switched by pressing the per-
mission button 27 twice such as a double click or by
pressing it for a long time.
(6) In the above-described examples and modifica-
tions, the permission button 27, 39 is lit on in the
permitted state. In this aspect, the permission button
27, 39 may be lit off in the permitted state. Even in
this case, the permission button 27, 39 blinks in the
prohibited state. Thus, in the prohibited state, the
position of the permission button 27, 39 can be em-
phasized to notify a user. Note that in the third ex-
ample, being lit off indicates that the permission but-
ton is displayed in the common color (e.g., grey) of
the operation button group 37, and being lit on indi-
cates that the permission button is displayed in a
color (e.g., blue or green) different from the common
color (e.g., grey).
(7) In the above-described examples and modifica-
tions, the operation button group 25, 37, and the per-
mission button 27, 39 are buttons (button switches).
However, they may be other kinds of switches such
as sliding type switches or toggle switches.

Reference Signs List

[0061]

1 X-ray imaging apparatus
2 X-ray tube
4 X-ray detector
5 main control unit
17, 31 operation panel
21, 33 operation panel display unit
23, 35 touch panel
25, 37 operation button group
27, 39 X-ray irradiation permission button (permis-
sion button)
27a permission button main body
27b electric lamp control circuit
27c electric lamp unit
29, 41 X-ray irradiation execution button (execution
button)
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Claims

1. An X-ray imaging apparatus, comprising:

an X-ray source that irradiates a subject with X-
rays;
an X-ray detector that detects X-rays having
passed through the subject;
an operation switch group provided on an oper-
ation panel; and
a permission switch for X-ray irradiation that is
provided on the operation panel separately from
the operation switch group and performs switch-
ing between a prohibited state prohibiting X-ray
irradiation from the X-ray source and a permitted
state permitting X-ray irradiation from the X-ray
source, the permission switch having visual
characteristics different from common visual
characteristics of the operation switch group in
the prohibited state.

2. The X-ray imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein
the operation switch group is either lit on or lit off, and
the permission switch blinks in the prohibited state,
and is lit on instead of the blinking in the permitted
state.

3. The X-ray imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein
the operation switch group is lit off, and
the permission switch is lit on in a first color in the
prohibited state, and is lit on in a second color instead
of lighting in the first color in the permitted state.

4. The X-ray imaging apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein the permission switch in-
cludes an electric lamp unit.

5. The X-ray imaging apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, further comprising
a display unit that is provided on a back surface of
a touch panel, wherein
a screen of the display unit displays the operation
switch group and the permission switch.

6. The X-ray imaging apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein in the prohibited state, an index figure indi-
cating a position of the permission switch is dis-
played on the permission switch on the screen of the
display unit or on an outer periphery of the permis-
sion switch.
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