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(54) BEARING ASSEMBLY FOR GAS TURBINE ENGINES

(57) A bearing assembly (60) according to an exam-
ple of the present disclosure includes, among other
things, a bearing (62) situated in a bearing compartment
(BC), a seal assembly (66) that defines the bearing com-
partment (BC), at least one deflector (76) between the

bearing (62) and the seal assembly (66) that is rotatable
about an axis (X), and a coalescer (78) at least partially
extending about the at least one deflector (76) to define
a fluid passage (FP). A method of sealing is also dis-
closed.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] This application relates to sealing for a gas tur-
bine engine, including bearing arrangements that estab-
lish flow paths for migration of lubricant and debris in
bearing compartments.
[0002] Gas turbine engines are known, and typically
include a fan delivering air into a low pressure compres-
sor section. The air is compressed in the low pressure
compressor section, and passed into a high pressure
compressor section. From the high pressure compressor
section the air is introduced into a combustor section
where it is mixed with fuel and ignited. Products of this
combustion pass downstream over a high pressure tur-
bine section, and then a low pressure turbine section to
extract energy for driving the fan.
[0003] Bearing compartments typically receive fluid for
cooling and lubricating one or more bearings. The bear-
ing compartment may include one or more seals that flu-
idly separate the bearing compartment from an adjacent
cooling air cavity.

SUMMARY

[0004] A bearing assembly according to one disclosed
non-limiting embodiment includes a bearing situated in
a bearing compartment, a seal assembly that defines the
bearing compartment, at least one deflector between the
bearing and the seal assembly that is rotatable about an
axis, and a coalescer at least partially extending about
the at least one deflector to define a fluid passage.
[0005] In an embodiment of any of the foregoing em-
bodiments, the at least one deflector is rotatable with a
shaft to cause fluid in the fluid passage to impinge on the
coalescer.
[0006] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the at least one deflector includes a ring-
shaped deflector body and one or more paddles extend-
ing from the deflector body.
[0007] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the at least one deflector includes a ring-
shaped deflector body, a circumferential rib and one or
more pockets each defined about a circumference of the
deflector body, and an outer periphery of the circumfer-
ential rib sloping towards the one or more pockets.
[0008] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the coalescer includes a ring-shaped co-
alescer body and one or more paddles extending from
the coalescer body.
[0009] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the coalescer includes a first circumfer-
ential flange and a second circumferential flange that ex-
tend from opposed sidewalls of the coalescer body. The
one or more paddles are distributed about an outer pe-
riphery of the second circumferential flange.
[0010] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing

embodiments, the at least one deflector and the coalesc-
er are arranged such that the fluid passage is a serpen-
tine fluid passage connected to the seal assembly.
[0011] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the at least one deflector includes a first
deflector and a second deflector. The first deflector ex-
tends between the bearing and the coalescer, and the
second deflector extends between an inner periphery of
the coalescer and portions of the seal arrangement.
[0012] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the second deflector is configured to es-
tablish a sealing relationship with the inner periphery of
the coalescer in response to relative rotation.
[0013] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the seal assembly has a labyrinth seal and
a brush seal that oppose flow of lubricant from the bearing
compartment. The coalescer has a ring-shaped coalesc-
er body that circumferentially extends about the deflector
and is attached to a static structure, one or more coa-
lescer paddles that extend from a first radially face of the
coalescer body, and a circumferential flange that extends
from a second, opposed radially face of the coalescer
body. The at least one deflector includes a ring-shaped
deflector body that extends about a circumference of a
shaft, and has a first flange and a second flange each
branching from the deflector body. The first flange ex-
tends radially between the bearing and the coalescer with
respect to the axis.
[0014] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the at least one deflector abuts against a
carrier of the bearing. The coalescer body has an arcuate
top portion that extends at least 180 degrees about a
coalescer axis. The top portion is free of any coalescer
paddles. The second flange of the at least one deflector
is coaxial with portions of the labyrinth seal and an inner
periphery of the coalescer body to define an intermediate
section of the fluid passage. The fluid passage includes
a first section that extends through the labyrinth seal. A
second section extends between the first flange of the at
least one deflector and the circumferential flange of the
coalescer, and an intermediate section connects the first
and second sections such that the fluid passage is a ser-
pentine fluid passage.
[0015] A gas turbine engine according to another dis-
closed non-limiting embodiment includes a fan section
that has a plurality of fan blades, a compressor section
in fluid communication with the fan section, a turbine sec-
tion driving the fan section or the compressor section
through a rotatable shaft, and a bearing assembly sup-
porting the shaft. A bearing is situated in a bearing com-
partment. A seal assembly extends from a seal support.
The seal support defines a trough extending from a floor,
with an opening of the trough situated between the floor
and the shaft. A deflector rotates with the shaft and ex-
tends toward the trough.
[0016] In an embodiment of any of the foregoing em-
bodiments, the trough is bounded by a coalescer that
extends about the deflector.
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[0017] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments includes a coalescer that has one or more
coalescer paddles circumferentially distributed about a
ring-shaped coalescer body. Each of the one or more
paddles extends into the trough. The deflector has a de-
flector body and one or more circumferentially distributed
deflector paddles.
[0018] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the deflector carries a coalescer, and de-
fines one or more deflector pockets adjacent to the coa-
lescer.
[0019] In a further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments, the seal assembly includes a labyrinth
seal and a brush seal that establish a sealing relationship
at a location radially inward of the trough.
[0020] A method of sealing for a gas turbine engine
according to another disclosed non-limiting embodiment
includes communicating fluid within a bearing compart-
ment through a fluid passage defined between a deflector
and a coalescer, and establishing a first sealing relation-
ship along the fluid passage.
[0021] An embodiment of any of the foregoing embod-
iments includes coalescing the fluid at the coalescer, and
communicating coalesced fluid from the coalescer to a
gutter system radially outward of the fluid passage.
[0022] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments includes rotating the deflector to cause flu-
id to impinge on the coalescer.
[0023] A further embodiment of any of the foregoing
embodiments includes rotating the deflector to establish
a second sealing relationship along the flow path be-
tween the deflector and the coalescer.
[0024] The details of one or more embodiments are
set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features, objects, and advantages will
be apparent from the description and drawings, and from
the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025]

Figure 1 illustrates a gas turbine engine.
Figure 2 illustrates a bearing assembly according to
a first example.
Figure 3 illustrates a perspective view of a coalescer
according to a first example.
Figure 4 illustrates a perspective view of a coalescer
according to a second example.
Figure 5A illustrates lubricant flow paths established
by the bearing assembly of Figure 2 with a deflector
and a coalescer omitted.
Figure 5B illustrates debris flow paths established
by the bearing assembly of Figure 2 with a deflector
and a coalescer omitted.
Figure 6A illustrates lubricant flow paths established
by the bearing assembly of Figure 2.
Figure 6B illustrates debris flow paths established

by the bearing assembly of Figure 2.
Figure 7 illustrates a bearing assembly according to
a second example.
Figure 8 illustrates a bearing assembly according to
a third example.
Figure 9 illustrates a bearing assembly according to
a fourth example.
Figure 10 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a fifth example.
Figure 11 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a sixth example.
Figure 12 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a seventh example.
Figure 13 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to an eighth example.
Figure 14 illustrates a perspective view of a deflector
according to an example.
Figure 15 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a ninth example.
Figure 16 illustrates a side view of a deflector ac-
cording to a second example.
Figure 17 illustrates a perspective view of the deflec-
tor of Figure 16.
Figure 18 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a tenth example.
Figure 19 illustrates a side view of a deflector ac-
cording to a third example.
Figure 20 illustrates a perspective view of the deflec-
tor of Figure 19.
Figure 21 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to an eleventh example.
Figure 22 illustrates a bearing assembly according
to a twelfth example.
Figure 23 illustrates a perspective view of the deflec-
tor of Figure 22.

[0026] Like reference numbers and designations in the
various drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] Figure 1 schematically illustrates a gas turbine
engine 20. The gas turbine engine 20 is disclosed herein
as a two-spool turbofan that generally incorporates a fan
section 22, a compressor section 24, a combustor section
26 and a turbine section 28. Alternative engines might
include an augmentor section (not shown) among other
systems or features. The fan section 22 drives air along
a bypass flow path B in a bypass duct defined within a
nacelle 15, and also drives air along a core flow path C
for compression and communication into the combustor
section 26 then expansion through the turbine section
28. Although depicted as a two-spool turbofan gas tur-
bine engine in the disclosed non-limiting embodiment, it
should be understood that the concepts described herein
are not limited to use with two-spool turbofans as the
teachings may be applied to other types of turbine en-
gines including three-spool architectures.
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[0028] The exemplary engine 20 generally includes a
low speed spool 30 and a high speed spool 32 mounted
for rotation about an engine central longitudinal axis A
relative to an engine static structure 36 via several bear-
ing systems 38. It should be understood that various
bearing systems 38 at various locations may alternatively
or additionally be provided, and the location of bearing
systems 38 may be varied as appropriate to the applica-
tion.
[0029] The low speed spool 30 generally includes an
inner shaft 40 that interconnects a fan 42, a first (or low)
pressure compressor 44 and a first (or low) pressure tur-
bine 46. The inner shaft 40 is connected to the fan 42
through a speed change mechanism, which in exemplary
gas turbine engine 20 is illustrated as a geared architec-
ture 48 to drive the fan 42 at a lower speed than the low
speed spool 30. The high speed spool 32 includes an
outer shaft 50 that interconnects a second (or high) pres-
sure compressor 52 and a second (or high) pressure tur-
bine 54. A combustor 56 is arranged in exemplary gas
turbine 20 between the high pressure compressor 52 and
the high pressure turbine 54. A mid-turbine frame 57 of
the engine static structure 36 is arranged generally be-
tween the high pressure turbine 54 and the low pressure
turbine 46. The mid-turbine frame 57 further supports
bearing systems 38 in the turbine section 28. The inner
shaft 40 and the outer shaft 50 are concentric and rotate
via bearing systems 38 about the engine central longitu-
dinal axis A which is collinear with their longitudinal axes.
[0030] The core airflow is compressed by the low pres-
sure compressor 44 then the high pressure compressor
52, mixed and burned with fuel in the combustor 56, then
expanded over the high pressure turbine 54 and low pres-
sure turbine 46. The mid-turbine frame 57 includes air-
foils 59 which are in the core airflow path C. The turbines
46, 54 rotationally drive the respective low speed spool
30 and high speed spool 32 in response to the expansion.
It will be appreciated that each of the positions of the fan
section 22, compressor section 24, combustor section
26, turbine section 28, and fan drive gear system 48 may
be varied. For example, gear system 48 may be located
aft of combustor section 26 or even aft of turbine section
28, and fan section 22 may be positioned forward or aft
of the location of gear system 48.
[0031] The engine 20 in one example is a high-bypass
geared aircraft engine. In a further example, the engine
20 bypass ratio is greater than about six, with an example
embodiment being greater than about ten, the geared
architecture 48 is an epicyclic gear train, such as a plan-
etary gear system or other gear system, with a gear re-
duction ratio of greater than about 2.3 and the low pres-
sure turbine 46 has a pressure ratio that is greater than
about five. In one disclosed embodiment, the engine 20
bypass ratio is greater than about ten, the fan diameter
is significantly larger than that of the low pressure com-
pressor 44, and the low pressure turbine 46 has a pres-
sure ratio that is greater than about five. Low pressure
turbine 46 pressure ratio is pressure measured prior to

inlet of low pressure turbine 46 as related to the pressure
at the outlet of the low pressure turbine 46 prior to an
exhaust nozzle. The geared architecture 48 may be an
epicycle gear train, such as a planetary gear system or
other gear system, with a gear reduction ratio of greater
than about 2.3:1. It should be understood, however, that
the above parameters are only exemplary of one embod-
iment of a geared architecture engine and that the em-
bodiments of the present invention are applicable to other
gas turbine engines including direct drive turbofans.
[0032] A significant amount of thrust is provided by the
bypass flow B due to the high bypass ratio. The fan sec-
tion 22 of the engine 20 is designed for a particular flight
condition -- typically cruise at about 0.8 Mach and about
35,000 feet (10,668 meters). The flight condition of 0.8
Mach and 35,000 ft (10,668 meters), with the engine at
its best fuel consumption - also known as "bucket cruise
Thrust Specific Fuel Consumption (’TSFC’)" - is the in-
dustry standard parameter of lbm of fuel being burned
divided by lbf of thrust the engine produces at that min-
imum point. "Low fan pressure ratio" is the pressure ratio
across the fan blade alone, without a Fan Exit Guide Vane
("FEGV") system. The low fan pressure ratio as disclosed
herein according to one non-limiting embodiment is less
than about 1.45. "Low corrected fan tip speed" is the ac-
tual fan tip speed in ft/sec divided by an industry standard
temperature correction of [(Tram °R) / (518.7 °R)]
05(where °R = K x 9/5). The "Low corrected fan tip speed"
as disclosed herein according to one non-limiting em-
bodiment is less than about 1150 ft / second (350.5 me-
ters/second).
[0033] Figure 2 illustrates a bearing assembly 60 ac-
cording to an example. The bearing assembly 60 can be
incorporated into the gas turbine engine 20, such as one
of the bearing systems 38, for example. The bearing as-
semblies disclosed herein can reduce a likelihood of lu-
bricant flowing into air cavities adjacent to the bearing
assembly and also from reducing a likelihood of debris
entering into the bearing assembly and interacting with
one or more of the bearings situated therein. Other com-
ponents of the engine 20 and other systems may benefit
from the teachings herein, such as a towershaft coupled
to one of the shafts 40, 50 for driving an auxiliary power
unit, fluid paths established between rotating and static
components, and bearing arrangements within industrial
land based turbines.
[0034] The bearing assembly 60 includes one or more
bearings 62 (one shown for illustrative purposes) situated
in a bearing compartment BC. The bearing 62 can include
one or more components such as a bearing carrier 63
including rotatable and static portions for supporting ro-
tatable components of the bearing 62. In the illustrated
example, the bearing 62 is a ball bearing. Other example
bearings can include roller bearings and taper bearings.
The bearing 62 supports a shaft 64 that is situated along
a longitudinal axis X. The shaft 64 can be inner shaft 40
or outer shaft 50 of the spools 30, 32 (Figure 1), for ex-
ample. The shaft 64 can include one or more portions
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mechanically attached to each other for rotation about
the longitudinal axis X. The longitudinal axis X can be
co-axial with the engine central longitudinal axis A (Figure
1).
[0035] The bearing assembly 60 includes a seal as-
sembly 66 bounding or otherwise defining a perimeter of
the bearing compartment BC. The seal assembly 66 can
be configured to fluidly separate the bearing compart-
ment BC from an adjacent airflow cavity or compartment
AC that can be supplied with pressured cooling airflow
for cooling various components of the engine 20. The
seal assembly 66 contains or otherwise opposes migra-
tion of lubricant from the bearing compartment BC to the
airflow compartment AC, thereby reducing a likelihood
of degradation of components of the engine 20 or auto-
ignition of the lubricant in relative high temperature loca-
tions such the compressor section 24 or the turbine sec-
tion 28 (Figure 1). For the purposes of this disclosure,
the term fluid includes particles capable of flowing such
as lubricant or air in various states including gas, mist,
vapor or liquid form.
[0036] The seal assembly 66 can include a brush seal
68 and a labyrinth seal 70 that each include portions at-
tached to, and extending from, a seal carrier or support
72. The seal support 72 can be attached to a static struc-
ture, such as case 73 or a portion of engine static struc-
ture 36 (Figure 1). The labyrinth seal 70 includes one or
more circumferentially swept knife edges or protrusions
70A situated adjacent to a seal land 70B for establishing
a sealing relationship. In the illustrated example, the seal
land 70B is attached to, or is otherwise provided by, the
seal support 72. The brush seal 68 is situated adjacent
to seal land 74 that extends axially from the labyrinth seal
70 to establish a sealing relationship that is sequential
with the sealing relationship established by the labyrinth
seal 70. Other seals can be utilized with the teachings
herein, such as carbon seals and finger seals. Although
labyrinth seals and brush seals may generate relatively
greater debris than carbon seals, for example, labyrinth
seals and brush seals can be operated at relatively higher
rotational speeds.
[0037] The bearing assembly 60 includes at least one
deflector 76 for shielding or otherwise fluidly separating
the seal assembly 66 and the bearing 62. The deflector
76 is situated axially between the bearing 62 and the seal
assembly 66, and is rotatable about the longitudinal axis
X with the shaft 64. The deflector 76 can include a gen-
erally annular or ring-shaped deflector body 76A that ex-
tends about, and is attached to, a circumference of the
shaft 64. The deflector body 76A can directly abut against
the bearing carrier 63 and/or the seal assembly 66.
[0038] The deflector 76 can include a first flange 76B
and a second flange 76C each branching from the de-
flector body 76A. The first flange 76B extends in a gen-
erally radial direction, and the second flange 76C extends
in a generally axial direction with respect to the longitu-
dinal axis X. The flanges 76B, 76C can include one or
more features for metering flow through the flow path FP.

For example, flange 76C can define one or more raised
protrusion or circumferential ridges 76G defined about
an outer periphery of the flange 76C.
[0039] The bearing assembly 60 includes at least one
coalescer 78 that serves to cause lubricant in the form
of mist, vapor or aerosol in the bearing compartment BC
to coalesce or amalgamate into relatively larger droplets
prior to scavenging the coalesced fluid or lubricant. The
coalescer 78 can reduce windage in adjacent flow paths
and create a relatively quiet region for lubricant to be
collected and scavenged. Scavenging can occur along
a sump or gutter system 79 (depicted schematically in
dashed lines) radially outward of the fluid passage FP at
a bottom dead center of the bearing compartment BC or
engine 20, for example. The coalescer 78 can be made
of a solid material such as low carbon steel, or can be
made of a porous material that serves as a sponge for
collecting lubricant particles circulating in the bearing
compartment BC.
[0040] The coalescer 78 can be arranged relative to
the deflector 76 to establish a generally circuitous fluid
passage FP between the seal assembly 66 and other
portions of the bearing compartment BC. In the illustrated
example, the first flange 76B of deflector 76 extends ra-
dially between portions of the bearing 62 and the coa-
lescer 78, and the second flange 76C of the deflector 76
extends axially between portions of the coalescer 78 and
the seal assembly 66 with respect to longitudinal axis X.
The deflector 76 can be rotatable with shaft 64 to cause
fluid in fluid passage FP to impinge on surfaces of the
coalescer 78.
[0041] The coalescer 78 can include a generally an-
nular or ring-shaped coalescer body 78A that extends
about a coalescer axis CA (Figure 3). The coalescer body
78A is arranged to at least partially extend about the de-
flector 76 to bound or otherwise define portions of the
fluid passage FP. The coalescer body 78A can be me-
chanically attached to a static structure such as the seal
support 72 via one or more mounting flanges 78F. Vari-
ous means for attaching can be utilized such as one or
more fasteners or welding.
[0042] The coalescer 78 can include a circumferential
flange 78B extending from a radial face of the coalescer
body 78A. The circumferential flange 78B can be situated
radially between portions of the first and second flanges
76B, 76C of the deflector 76 and can serve as a drip
edge. The extension 76K of flange 76B has an annular
geometry that is swept about the longitudinal axis X to
substantially surround circumferential flange 78B to im-
pede flow through the fluid passage FP. The extension
76K can define one or more fluid passages 76D (one
shown) extending through a thickness of the extension
76K for migration of fluid in the fluid passage FP.
[0043] The coalescer 78 can include one or more co-
alescer paddles 78C for reducing windage in adjacent
flow paths. Each of the coalescer paddles 78C can be
arranged to extend into a pocket 82 defined between the
coalescer body 78A and the seal support 72. In the illus-
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trated example, the pocket 82 is an annular groove or
trough that is swept about the longitudinal axis X and has
an opening that faces radially inward toward the shaft 64
and longitudinal axis X. The labyrinth seal 70 and brush
seal 68 can define a sealing relationship at a location
radially inward of the pocket 82. The pocket 82 can assist
in migration of lubricant away from a radial flow field ad-
jacent the shaft 64 and other associated rotatable com-
ponents, which can improve the collection and scaveng-
ing of lubricant.
[0044] Referring to Figure 3 with continued reference
to Figure 2, the coalescer body 78A includes an arcuate
top portion 78D extending at least about 180 degrees
about the coalescer axis CA and joining with an arcuate
bottom portion 78E. In the illustrated example, one or
more of the coalescer paddles 78C are arranged along
the bottom portion 78E, such as along an arc extending
between about 15-45 degrees relative to the coalescer
axis CA, and the top portion 78D is free of any coalescer
paddles for reducing a likelihood of lubricant dripping
down onto the seal assembly 66. In other examples, the
top portion 78D includes one or more coalescer paddles
78C’ (shown in dashed lines). The coalescer paddles
78C can extend from a radially extending face or sidewall
of the coalescer body 78A that is opposed to a sidewall
of the coalescer body 78A from which the circumferential
flange 78B extends. In other examples, one or more co-
alescer paddles 78C" (shown in dashed lines) extend
from a circumferential face of the coalescer body 78A,
such as radially inward from an inner diameter of the
coalescer body 78A. The coalescer body 78A can define
one or more passages 78K (see also Figure 6B) for vent-
ing fluid between the pocket 82 and other portions of the
bearing compartment BC and/or reducing a likelihood of
over-pressurization in the fluid passage FP.
[0045] Referring to Figure 4, a coalescer 78’ accord-
ingly to another example is shown illustrating various ge-
ometries of coalescer paddles. For example, the coa-
lescer 78’ can have one or more generally elongated co-
alescer paddles 78C’ that can have a skewed orientation
relative to the inner and/or outer diameters of coalescer
body 78A’. The coalescer 78’ can include one or more
coalescer paddles 78C" having a scoop or generally
hooked shaped protrusion to encourage scavenging of
lubricant in the flow path FP (Figure 2).
[0046] Figures 5A-5B and 6A-6B illustrate various lu-
bricant and debris flow paths established by components
of the bearing assembly 60. Figure 5A and 5B illustrate
the bearing assembly 60 with deflector 76 and coalescer
78 omitted for illustrative purposes. Referring to Figure
5A, the bearing assembly 60 establishes a first fluid path
F1 and a second fluid path F2. The first fluid path F1
flows radially outward, such as toward bottom dead cent-
er of the bearing compartment BC. The second fluid path
F2 is defined through the seal assembly 66 between the
bearing compartment BC and the airflow compartment
AC. Referring to Figure 5B, bearing assembly 60 estab-
lishes a first debris path D1 branching from a second

debris path D2. The first debris path D1 extends radially
outward. The second debris path D2 is defined through
the seal assembly 66 between the airflow chamber AC
towards the bearing compartment BC.
[0047] Figures 6A and 6B illustrate the bearing assem-
bly 60 with the deflector 76 and the coalescer 78 in the
installed position. Referring to Figure 6A, the first flange
76B of the deflector 76 establishes a third fluid path F3
that extends radially outward, such as toward bottom
dead center of the bearing compartment BC, to at least
partially shield or otherwise fluidly separate the bearing
62 from the seal assembly 66. The various geometries
of the deflectors disclosed herein oppose the traversal
of lubricant or debris through the bearing compartment
BC.
[0048] The deflector 76 and the coalescer 78 cooper-
ate to define a fourth fluid path F4 extending through the
fluid passage FP and that branches from the third fluid
path F3. The deflector 76 and the coalescer 78 are ar-
ranged such that the fluid passage FP has a generally
serpentine geometry connected to the seal assembly 66
to oppose flow of lubricant through the fourth fluid path
F4. The first flange 76B and the circumferential flange
78B cooperate to establish a first section of the fourth
fluid path F4. The second flange 76C of the deflector 76
is coaxial with portions of the coalescer body 78A to es-
tablish a first intermediate section of the fourth fluid path
F4.
[0049] The second flange 76C of the deflector 76 is
coaxial with portions of the labyrinth seal 70 or seal sup-
port 72 to define a second intermediate section of the
fourth fluid path F4. The labyrinth seal 70 and brush seal
68 define a second portion of the fourth fluid path F4 that
is in fluid communication with the airflow compartment
AC. The intermediate sections of the fourth fluid path F4
connect the first and second sections adjacent to the
bearing compartment BC and the airflow compartment
AC.
[0050] Referring to Figure 6B, the seal assembly 66
defines a third debris path D3 in communication with the
airflow compartment AC, that follows the fluid passage
FP between portions of the labyrinth seal 70 or seal sup-
port 72 and the second flange 76C of the deflector 76.
The second flange 76C routes flow toward a fourth debris
path D4 between the coalescer paddles 78C, and a fifth
debris path D5 that extends between the coalescer body
78A and second flange 76C, between the circumferential
flange 78B and the first flange 76B, and outward to other
portions of the bearing compartment BC. Passage 76D
of the deflector 76 can define a sixth debris path D6 for
impeding flow of debris through the fluid passage FP,
and passage 78K (shown in dashed lines) of the coa-
lescer 78 can define a seventh debris path D7 for assist-
ing in migration of flow of debris from pocket 82 toward
the fifth debris path D5.
[0051] As illustrated by Figure 6A, the fluid passage
FP is defined such that lubricant communicated along
the third and fourth fluid paths F3, F4 has a relatively
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longer and more complex, circuitous route as compared
to the first and second fluid paths F1, F2 of Figure 5A.
This arrangement redirects the flow of lubricant or oth-
erwise reduces a likelihood that lubricant will migrate
from the bearing compartment BC into the airflow com-
partment AC. The arrangement of the fluid passage FP
also reduces a likelihood that airflow or lubricant in the
form of mist, vapor or aerosol in the bearing compartment
BC recirculates in a local region of the bearing compart-
ment BC adjacent to the seal assembly 66 prior to being
scavenged. The arrangement of the fluid passage FP
also increases the collection of lubricant in the form of
mist, vapor or aerosol in the pocket 82 for amalgamation
by coalescer 78.
[0052] As illustrated by Figure 6B, the fluid passage
FP is defined such that debris that is communicated along
the third through seventh debris paths D3-D7 has a rel-
atively longer and more complex, circuitous route as
compared to the first and second debris paths D1, D2 of
Figure 5B. This arrangement redirects the flow of debris
or otherwise reduces a likelihood that debris with migrate
from the airflow compartment AC and/or the seal assem-
bly 66 toward the bearing 62.
[0053] Referring to Figure 7, a bearing assembly 160
according to a second example is shown. The bearing
assembly 160 includes a first deflector 176 and a second
deflector 176’ extending about, and is carried by, shaft
164. The first deflector 176 abuts against bearing carrier
163 and extends radially between portions of bearing 162
and coalescer 178. The second deflector 176’ extends
axially between an inner periphery of the coalescer 178
and portions of seal assembly 166. The pair of sequen-
tially arranged deflectors 176, 176’ can improve the ef-
fectiveness of shielding the seal assembly 166 and bear-
ing 162 from each other.
[0054] Referring to Figure 8, a bearing arrangement
260 according to a third example is shown. The bearing
arrangement 260 includes a first deflector 276 and a sec-
ond deflector 276’. The second deflector 276’ can include
one or more knife-edge edges 276E’ (one shown) ex-
tending outwardly from an outer periphery of second
flange 276C’ that cooperate with a seal land 278G along
an inner periphery of coalescer body 278A of coalescer
278 to establish a sealing relationship along fluid pas-
sage FP in response to relative rotation. The seal land
278G can be made of an abradable material for contact
with knife-edge edge 276E’ caused by relative radial
movement. The seal relationship can reduce flow of lu-
bricant and debris through the flow path FP.
[0055] Figure 9 illustrates a bearing assembly 360 ac-
cording to a fourth example. The bearing assembly 360
includes a first deflector 376 abutting against bearing car-
rier 363 and a second deflector 376’ situated between
the first deflector 376 and the seal assembly 366. The
deflector 376’ includes an axially extending seal land
376F’ that is situated adjacent to a circumferentially ex-
tending flange 378B along a radially inner portion of the
coalescer body 378A. The flange 378B includes one or

more ribs along an inner periphery for establishing a wind
back sealing relationship with the seal land 376F’ of the
deflector 376’.
[0056] Figure 10 illustrates a bearing assembly 460
according to a fifth example. The bearing assembly 460
includes a first deflector 476 and a second deflector 476’.
The deflector 476’ is attached to, or is otherwise integrally
formed with, a portion of labyrinth seal 470. The deflector
476’ can include an axially extending second flange
476C’ and a radially extending first flange 476B’ branch-
ing from the second flange 476C’.
[0057] In the illustrated example, a coalescer is omit-
ted. Seal support 472 includes a main body 472A and a
flange 472B that extends radially inward with respect to
the longitudinal axis X (Figure 2). The flange 472B of the
seal support 472 and the flanges 476B’, 476C’ of the
deflector 476’ establish portions of the fluid passage FP
having a generally serpentine profile.
[0058] Flange 472B extends radially to bound pocket
482. Pocket 482 can be a relatively deep circumferential
trough or annular groove that serves as a mist arrester
for causing lubricant to migrate away from a radially flow
field of the bearing assembly 460 and can be dimen-
sioned to provide coalescence of lubricant for scaveng-
ing. Rather, the pocket 482 can serve as a quieting chan-
nel that at least partially isolates lubricant in the fluid pas-
sage FP that flows generally outwardly from the adjacent
radially flow field of the rotating components. For exam-
ple, the pocket 482 extends radially between a floor 482A
and an opening 482B to define a first distance 481. The
opening 482B provides fluid communication between the
pocket 482 and the fluid passage FP. In the illustrated
examine of Figure 10, the floor 482A and the opening
482B can each have a generally circumferential geom-
etry swept about longitudinal axis X, with the opening
482B situated radially between the floor 482A and shaft
462. The pocket 482 extends axially from the floor 482A
between opposed sidewalls 482C to define a second dis-
tance 483. In some examples, a ratio of the first distance
481 to the second distance 483 is at least about 1:2, such
as between 1:1 and 3:1. In other examples, the ratio of
the first and second distances 481, 483 is less than about
5:1, for example. Flange 472B of the seal support 472
can define a drain passage 472C (shown in dashed lines)
that establishes a flow path between the pocket 482 and
adjacent portions of the bearing compartment BC for
draining lubricant collected in the pocket 482.
[0059] Figure 11 illustrates a bearing assembly 560
according to a sixth example. The bearing assembly 560
includes a first deflector 576 and a second deflector 576’.
In the illustrated example, the second deflector 576’ is
distinct from seal assembly 566. Flanges 576B’ and/or
576C’ can extend axially a distance 583 defined by op-
posed sidewalls of the pocket 582 such that pocket 582
is substantially fluidly separated from the seal assembly
566.
[0060] Figure 12 illustrates a bearing assembly 660
according to a seventh example. Seal support 672 de-
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fines a circumferential groove or recess 672D for receiv-
ing a hoop-shaped retaining ring 680. The retaining ring
680 extends radially inward relative to the longitudinal
axis X (Figure 2) to bound pocket 682. The retaining ring
680 serves as a mist arrestor which assists in trapping
lubricant in the form of mist or vapor, for example, within
the pocket 682. The retaining ring 680 can be situated
between circumferential ridges 676G of the deflector 676
to establish a serpentine flow path through the fluid pas-
sage FP.
[0061] Figure 13 illustrates a bearing assembly 760
according to an eight example. The bearing assembly
760 includes a first deflector 776 and a second deflector
776’. The second deflector 776’ includes first and second
flanges 776B’, 776C’ between bearing 762 and seal as-
sembly 766. The second flange 776C’ is situated radially
between one or more coalescer paddles 778C of the co-
alescer 778 and portions of the seal assembly 766. Seal
support 772 can define one or more passages 772E for
reducing a likelihood of lubricant hiding or otherwise col-
lecting about portions of the seal assembly 766.
[0062] As illustrated by Figure 14, the deflector 776’
includes a ring-shaped deflector body 776A’ and an array
of deflector paddles 776H extending from the first flange
776B’ and that are situated adjacent to circumferential
flange 778B of coalescer 778. The paddles 776H’ can
be circumferentially distributed about an outer periphery
of the first flange 776B’ relative to deflector axis T. The
deflector paddles 776H’ can provide a pumping action
by creating a pressurized field in response to rotation
about the longitudinal axis X (Figure 2) for moving fluid
such as lubricant or airflow in the fluid passage FP away
from the seal assembly 766 and back into the bearing
compartment BC. Rather, the deflector paddles 776H’
interact with circumferential flange 778B to establish a
hydrodynamic sealing relationship in response to relative
rotation.
[0063] Figure 15 illustrates a bearing assembly 860
according to a ninth example. The bearing assembly 860
includes a first deflector 876 and a second deflector 876’.
The second deflector 876’ includes one or more deflector
paddles 876H’ distributed about a circumference or outer
periphery of first flange 876B’ of the deflector 876’ for
providing a pumping action. The deflector 876’ include
one or more circumferential ridges 876G’ along the sec-
ond flange 876C’ for opposing flow through the fluid pas-
sage FP, as illustrated by Figures 16 and 17. The cir-
cumferential ridges 876G’ can be arranged adjacent to
coalescer paddles 878C of coalescer 878 to reduce a
rate of flow through the fluid passage FP and for interac-
tion of fluid with the coalescer paddles 878C.
[0064] Figure 18 illustrates a bearing assembly 960
according to a tenth example. The bearing assembly 960
includes a first deflector 976 and a second deflector 976’.
The second deflector 976’ includes first flange 976B’ and
a second flange 976C’. The second flange 976C’ in-
cludes one or more deflector paddles 976H’ that define
one or more pockets 976J’ defined about a circumference

of the second flange 976C’, as seen in Figures 19 and
20. The pockets 976J’ can be substantially axially aligned
with one or more coalescer paddles 978C of the coalesc-
er 978. The coalescer paddles 978C can extend from an
outer periphery of the circumferential flange 1078J. The
first flange 876B’ can define ridge 976G’ in the form of a
circumferential rib having an outer periphery sloping to-
wards the one or more pockets 976J’.
[0065] The arrangement of the paddles 976H’ and
pockets 976J’ can provide a pumping action to direct air-
flow and/or lubricant toward surfaces of the coalescer
978 for coalescence and subsequent scavenging. For
example, the deflector 976’ can be rotatable with shaft
64 (Figure 2) to cause fluid in fluid passage FP to impinge
on coalescer paddles 978C.
[0066] Figure 21 illustrates a bearing assembly 1060
according to an eleventh example. Coalescer 1078 in-
cludes a first circumferential flange 1078B and a second
circumferential flange 1078J each extending from op-
posed radial faces or sidewalls of coalescer body 1078A.
In some examples, the coalescer 1078 can include one
or more coalescer paddles 1078C (one shown in dashed
lines). The coalescer paddles 1078C can be distributed
about an outer periphery of the second circumferential
flange 1078J. In alternative examples, the coalescer
1078 is incorporated into seal support 1072.
[0067] Figure 22 illustrates a bearing assembly 1160
according to a twelfth example. The bearing assembly
1160 includes a deflector-coalescer assembly 1175 hav-
ing a deflector 1176 combined or integrated with a coa-
lescer 1178. The coalescer 1178 includes a coalescer
body 1178A that can have a generally annular or ring-
shaped geometry. An inner diameter of flange 1176C of
deflector 1176 carries the coalescer 1178 for filtering lu-
bricant particles in fluid passage FP, as seen in Figure
23. In other examples, the coalescer 1178 is mechani-
cally attached to another portion of the deflector 1176,
such an outer diameter of the flange 1176C. The coa-
lescer 1178 can be made of a sintered metal or a porous
membrane such as a metallic sponge, for example, that
is press fitted into the flange 1176C. Other techniques
for securing the coalescer 1178 to the deflector 1176 can
be utilized, such as forming a sintered metal or porous
membrane on surfaces of deflector 1176 along the flange
1176C.
[0068] The flange 1176C defines one or more deflector
pockets 1176P circumferentially distributed about deflec-
tor axis T and extending from, or otherwise adjacent to,
the coalescer 1178 for allowing fluid such as lubricant
that has been processed by the coalescer 1178 to pass
therethrough for scavenging. The deflector-coalscer as-
sembly 1175 can simplify assembly of the bearing as-
sembly 1160 and installation of the engine 20, for exam-
ple. The bearing assembly 1160 can also include coa-
lescer 1178’ to process lubricant in the fluid passage FP.
In other examples, coalescer 1178’ is omitted.
[0069] Although a number of embodiments have been
described above, other implementations, modifications
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and variants are possible in light of forgoing teachings.
For example, although the bearing assembly, the seal
assembly and bearing compartment are primarily dis-
cussed with respect to a lubricant flow or airflow, the con-
cepts and teachings herein may be implemented or oth-
erwise used for non-oil applications as well.
[0070] One or more embodiments have been de-
scribed. Nevertheless, it will be understood that various
modifications may be made. For example, when reengi-
neering from a baseline engine configuration, details of
the baseline may influence details of any particular im-
plementation. Accordingly, other embodiments are within
the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A gas turbine engine (20) comprising:

a fan section (22) including a plurality of fan
blades;
a compressor section (24) in fluid communica-
tion with the fan section (22);
a turbine section (54) driving the fan section (22)
or the compressor section (24) through a rotat-
able shaft (64); and
a bearing assembly (60) supporting the shaft
(64), comprising:

a bearing (62) situated in a bearing com-
partment (BC);
a seal assembly (66) extending from a seal
support (72), the seal support (72) defining
a trough extending from a floor, with an
opening of the trough situated between the
floor and the shaft (64); and
a deflector (76) rotatable with the shaft (64)
and extending toward the trough.

2. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 1,
wherein the seal assembly (66) includes a labyrinth
seal (70) and a brush seal (68) that establish a seal-
ing relationship at a location radially inward of the
trough.

3. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 1 or
2, wherein the trough is bounded by a coalescer (78)
that extends about the deflector (76).

4. The gas turbine engine (20) as recited in claim 3,
wherein the coalescer (78) includes one or more co-
alescer paddles (78C, 78C’, 78C") circumferentially
distributed about a ring-shaped coalescer body
(78A), each of the one or more paddles (78C, 78C’,
78C") extending into the trough, and the deflector
(76) includes a deflector body (76A) and one or more
circumferentially distributed deflector paddles
(776H’; 876H’; 976H’).

5. The gas turbine engine as recited in any preceding
claim, wherein the deflector (76) carries a or the co-
alescer (78), and defines one or more deflector pock-
ets (976J’) adjacent to the coalescer (18).

6. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 1, wherein
the coalescer (78) includes a ring-shaped coalescer
body (78A) arranged to at least partially extend about
the deflector (76) to bound or otherwise define por-
tions of a fluid passage.

7. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 1 or 6,
wherein the coalescer (78) includes a or the ring-
shaped coalescer body (78A), wherein the coalescer
body (78A) is attached to a static structure.

8. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 1, 6 or 7,
wherein the coalescer (78) includes a or the ring-
shaped coalescer body (78A) including one or more
paddles (78C, 78C’, 78C") extending from the coa-
lescer body (78A).

9. A method of sealing for a gas turbine engine (20)
comprising:

communicating fluid within a bearing compart-
ment (BC) through a fluid passage (FP) defined
between a deflector (76) and a coalescer (78);
and
establishing a first sealing relationship along the
fluid passage (FP).

10. The method as recited in claim 9, comprising coa-
lescing the fluid at the coalescer (78), and commu-
nicating coalesced fluid from the coalescer (78) to a
gutter system (79) radially outward of the fluid pas-
sage (FP).

11. The method as set forth in claim 9 or 10, comprising
rotating the deflector (76) to cause fluid to impinge
on the coalescer (78).

12. The method as set forth in claim 9, 10 or 11, rotating
the deflector (76) to establish a second sealing re-
lationship along the flow path between the deflector
(76) and the coalescer (78).
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