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(54) ENGINE CONTROL METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION MACHINE

(57) An engine control system for a construction ma-
chine is disclosed, which can compulsorily stop engine
driving when an attachment or the like malfunctions
against an operator’s intention during the operation of an
excavator or the like. The engine control system includes
a first step of determining whether pilot signal pressure,
which is detected when at least one of an operation lever
and a traveling pedal for respectively operating an at-
tachment, a swing device, and a traveling device is op-

erated, exceeds a first set pressure, and a second step
of determining whether the pressure on the outlet side
of a main hydraulic pump exceeds a second set pressure,
wherein if the pilot signal pressure detected in the first
step does not exceed the first pressure and the pressure
of the main hydraulic pump detected in the second step
exceeds the second pressure, engine driving is compul-
sorily stopped by means of a control signal from the con-
troller.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an engine con-
trol system for a construction machine. More particularly,
the present invention relates to an engine control system
for a construction machine, which can compulsorily stop
engine driving when an attachment or the like malfunc-
tions against an operator’s intention during the operation
of the construction machine, such as an excavator or the
like.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] As illustrated in Fig. 1, a hydraulic circuit of an
excavator, to which the present invention is applied, in-
cludes a hydraulic pump 1 connected to an engine (not
illustrated); an attachment 2, such as an arm, connected
to the hydraulic pump 1 and a traveling motor 3; an op-
eration lever (RCV lever) 4 and a traveling pedal (RCV
pedal) 5 outputting a control signal in proportion to an
operator’s operation amount; a main control valve (MCV)
6 installed in a flow path between the hydraulic pump 1
and the attachment 2 and a flow path between the hy-
draulic pump 1 and the traveling motor 3 to control a start,
stop, and direction change of the attachment 2 and the
traveling motor 3 when a corresponding spool is shifted;
and a controller (ECU) 7 controlling a discharge flow rate
of the hydraulic pump 1 according to an operation of the
operation lever 4 or the traveling pedal 5.
[0003] In the excavator having the above-described
hydraulic circuit, pilot signal pressure, which is supplied
from a pilot pump (not illustrated) when an operator op-
erates the operation lever 4, shifts a spool 8 for an at-
tachment of the main control valve 6 through the opera-
tion lever 4. Through this, hydraulic fluid that is supplied
from the hydraulic pump 1 is supplied to a boom cylinder
through the spool to drive an attachment, such as a boom,
an arm, or a bucket.
[0004] Further, if the operator presses the traveling
pedal 5, the pilot signal pressure shifts the traveling spool
8 of the main control valve 6 through the pedal 5. Through
this, left and right traveling motors are driven by the hy-
draulic fluid that is supplied from the hydraulic pump 1.
[0005] On the other hand, if the operation lever 4 or
the traveling pedal 5 is operated and shifted to a neutral
position in order to temporarily stop the traveling or op-
eration of the equipment, the supply of the pilot signal
pressure to the corresponding spool of the main control
valve 6 is intercepted, and thus the spool returns to the
neutral position. Through this, the hydraulic fluid that is
discharged from the hydraulic pump 1 returns to a hy-
draulic tank 10, and thus the attachment such as the arm
becomes unable to be operated.
[0006] On the other hand, in the case where a stick of
the spool of the main control valve 6 occurs due to foreign
substances or other damages, the spool of the main con-

trol valve 6 is kept in a shifted state even if the operator
shifts the operation lever 4 to the neutral position to stop
the operation of the equipment. Due to this, the flow path
between the hydraulic pump 1 and the attachment 2 is
kept open, and thus the hydraulic fluid that is discharged
from the hydraulic pump 1 is continuously supplied to the
attachment 2 along the flow path. Accordingly, the at-
tachment of the equipment, such as the boom, continues
traveling or swing operation.
[0007] As described above, if the spool of the main
control valve 6 is in a specific condition (e.g., if the stick
of the spool or valve inferiority occurs), the equipment
may malfunction regardless of the operator’s intention,
and this may cause another operator or building sur-
rounding the equipment to be secondarily damaged.

DISCLOSURE

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0008] Therefore, an embodiment of the present inven-
tion is related to an engine control system for a construc-
tion machine, which can compulsorily stop engine driving
when an attachment or the like malfunctions due to an
unexpected cause, such as a stick of a spool of a main
control valve, in a state where an operation lever is shifted
to a neutral position during the operation of the equip-
ment, and thus can prevent secondary damages that may
be caused by the malfunction of the equipment against
an operator’s intention.

TECHNICAL SOLUTION

[0009] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, an engine control system for a construction ma-
chine including a lower driving structure, an upper swing
structure mounted on the lower driving structure, an at-
tachment mounted on the upper swing structure, a main
hydraulic pump connected to an engine, a detection
means for detecting pressure on an outlet side of the
main hydraulic pump, a detection means for detecting
whether the attachment, a traveling device, and a swing
device operate, a main control valve, and a controller,
includes a first step of determining whether pilot signal
pressure, which is detected when at least one of an op-
eration lever and a traveling pedal for respectively oper-
ating the attachment, the swing device, and the traveling
device is operated, exceeds a first set pressure; and a
second step of determining whether the pressure on the
outlet side of the main hydraulic pump exceeds a second
set pressure, wherein if the pilot signal pressure detected
in the first step does not exceed the first pressure and
the pressure of the main hydraulic pump detected in the
second step exceeds the second pressure, engine driv-
ing is compulsorily stopped by means of a control signal
from the controller.
[0010] The engine control system according to the as-
pect of the present invention may further include a pres-
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sure sensor which is assembled on a port for measuring
pressure that is formed on a housing of the main hydraulic
pump as a means for detecting pressure on an outlet
side of the main hydraulic pump.
[0011] The engine control system according to the as-
pect of the present invention may further include a pres-
sure sensor which is assembled on a port for measuring
pressure that is installed on a hydraulic pipe for connect-
ing the main hydraulic pump and the main control valve
as a means for detecting pressure on an outlet side of
the main hydraulic pump.
[0012] The engine control system according to the as-
pect of the present invention may further include a pres-
sure sensor which is assembled on a pressure measure-
ment port that is installed on a connection flow path of
the main control valve connected to the main hydraulic
pump as a means for detecting pressure on an outlet
side of the main hydraulic pump.
[0013] The engine control system according to the as-
pect of the present invention may further include a pres-
sure sensor which detects pilot signal pressure that is
input to a spool of the main control valve and transmits
a detection signal to the controller as a means for detect-
ing the operation when at least one of the operation lever
and the traveling pedal for respectively operating the at-
tachment, the swing device, and the traveling device is
operated.
[0014] The engine control system according to the as-
pect of the present invention may further include a pres-
sure switch which is turned on/off to generate a signal
when pilot signal pressure that is input to a spool of the
main control valve reaches a predetermined pressure as
a means for detecting the operation when at least one of
the operation lever and the traveling pedal for respec-
tively operating the attachment, the swing device, and
the traveling device is operated.
[0015] The operation lever and the traveling pedal for
respectively operating the attachment, the swing device,
and the traveling device may output electrical signal val-
ues according to their operations; and a means for de-
tecting whether the operation lever and the traveling ped-
al for respectively operating the attachment, the swing
device, and the traveling device are operated may detect
their operations according to the electrical signal values
output therefrom and may transmit a detection signal to
the controller.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECT

[0016] The engine control system for a construction
machine as configured above according to the present
invention has the following advantages.
[0017] If the attachment or the like malfunctions
against the operator’s intention due to the spool stick or
inferiority of the main control valve in a state where the
operation lever is shifted to the neutral position during
the operation of the equipment, the engine driving is com-
pulsorily stopped, and thus damages of the surrounding

operator or building that may be caused by the malfunc-
tion of the equipment and a loss of property due to the
damage of the equipment can be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] The above objects, other features and advan-
tages of the present invention will become more apparent
by describing the preferred embodiments thereof with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a hydraulic circuit diagram of a hydraulic
system of an excavator to which the present inven-
tion is applied; and
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an engine control sys-
tem for a construction machine according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

* Description of Reference Numerals in the Drawing

[0019]

1: hydraulic pump
2: attachment
3: traveling motor
4: operation lever
5: traveling pedal
6: main control valve
7: controller
8: spool for attachment
9: traveling spool
10: hydraulic tank
11, 12, 13: pressure sensor

BEST MODE

[0020] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. The matters defined
in the description, such as the detailed construction and
elements, are nothing but specific details provided to as-
sist those of ordinary skill in the art in a comprehensive
understanding of the invention, and the present invention
is not limited to the embodiments disclosed hereinafter.
[0021] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, an engine control
system for a construction machine including a lower driv-
ing structure, an upper swing structure mounted on the
lower driving structure, an attachment mounted on the
upper swing structure, a main hydraulic pump connected
to an engine, a detection means for detecting pressure
on an outlet side of the main hydraulic pump, a detection
means for detecting whether the attachment, a traveling
device, and a swing device operate, a main control valve,
and a controller (ECU), includes a first step S100 of de-
termining whether pilot signal pressure, which is detected
when at least one of an operation lever (RCV lever) 4
and a traveling pedal (RCV pedal) 5 for respectively op-

3 4 



EP 2 799 692 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

erating the attachment 2, the swing device (not illustrat-
ed) including a swing motor, and the traveling device in-
cluding a traveling motor 3 is operated, exceeds a first
set pressure; and a second step S200 of determining
whether the pressure on the outlet side of the main hy-
draulic pump 1 exceeds a second set pressure, wherein
if the pilot signal pressure detected in the first step S100
does not exceed the first pressure and the pressure of
the main hydraulic pump 1 detected in the second step
S200 exceeds the second pressure, engine driving is
compulsorily stopped by means of a control signal from
the controller 7.
[0022] The engine control system may further include
a pressure sensor which is assembled on a port for meas-
uring pressure that is formed on a housing (not illustrated)
of the main hydraulic pump 1 as a means for detecting
pressure on an outlet side of the main hydraulic pump 1.
[0023] The engine control system may further include
a pressure sensor which is assembled on a port for meas-
uring pressure that is installed on a hydraulic pipe for
connecting the main hydraulic pump 1 and the main con-
trol valve (MCV) 6 as a means for detecting pressure on
an outlet side of the main hydraulic pump 1.
[0024] The engine control system may further include
a pressure sensor which is assembled on a pressure
measurement port that is installed on a connection flow
path of the main control valve 6 connected to the main
hydraulic pump 1 as a means for detecting pressure on
an outlet side of the main hydraulic pump 1.
[0025] The engine control system may further include
a pressure sensor which detects pilot signal pressure
that is input to a spool of the main control valve 1 and
transmits a detection signal to the controller (ECU) 7 as
a means for detecting the operation when at least one of
the operation lever 4 and the traveling pedal 5 for respec-
tively operating the attachment 2, the swing device, and
the traveling device is operated.
[0026] The engine control system may further include
a pressure switch which is turned on/off to generate a
signal when pilot signal pressure that is input to a spool
of the main control valve 1 reaches a predetermined pres-
sure as a means for detecting the operation when at least
one of the operation lever 4 and the traveling pedal 5 for
respectively operating the attachment 2, the swing de-
vice, and the traveling device is operated.
[0027] The operation lever 4 and the traveling pedal 5
for respectively operating the attachment 2, the swing
device, and the traveling device may output electrical sig-
nal values according to their operations; and a means
for detecting whether the operation lever 4 and the
traveling pedal 5 for respectively operating the attach-
ment 2, the swing device, and the traveling device are
operated may detect their operations according to the
electrical signal values output therefrom and may trans-
mit a detection signal to the controller 7.
[0028] Hereinafter, a use example of the engine control
system for a construction machine according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention will be described in

detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0029] When an attachment of an excavator is operat-
ed, the spool of the main control valve 6 is shifted, and
the opening pressure thereof, which may slightly differ
depending on the kind of the equipment or respective
hydraulic actuators (for a boom, an arm, a bucket, and a
traveling motor), is about 6 kgf/cm2. That is, even in the
case where the operation lever 4 or the traveling pedal
5 is slightly operated at an initial stage, the pilot signal
pressure P that is input to the spool of the main control
valve 6 becomes about 6 kgf/cm2 or less. Due to this, the
spool of the main control valve 6 is not opened, and thus
the attachment, such as the boom, is not driven.
[0030] Further, in the case where the hydraulic actua-
tor is not driven, the discharge flow rate of the main hy-
draulic pump 1 entirely returns to the hydraulic tank 10.
In this case, only the resistance of line remains, and thus
the pilot signal pressure typically becomes about 10
kgf/cm2 or less.
[0031] Detection signals which are detected by a pres-
sure sensor 11 for detecting pressure on the outlet side
of the main hydraulic pump 1, a pressure sensor 13 for
detecting the pilot signal pressure according to the op-
eration of the traveling pedal 5, and a pressure sensor
12 for detecting the pilot signal pressure according to the
operation of the operation lever 4 are transmitted to the
controller 7.
[0032] In the case where the pressure values detected
by the pressure sensors 12 and 13 according to the op-
eration of the operation lever 4 or the traveling pedal 5
are equal to or lower than 3 kgf/cm2 in consideration of
an influence exerted by vibration of the equipment (in this
case, it is determined that the operator has no intention
to operate the equipment), in the case where the pressure
value detected by the pressure sensor 11 for detecting
the pressure of the main hydraulic pump 1 is equal to or
higher than 20 kgf/cm2, or in the case where the above-
described two conditions are simultaneously satisfied,
the controller 7 compulsorily outputs the control signal to
stop the engine driving. Through this, a secondary dam-
age due to malfunction of the equipment regardless of
the operators intention can be prevented.
[0033] As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, it is determined
whether the pilot signal pressure that is input to the spool
of the main control valve 6, which is detected by the pres-
sure sensors 12 and 13, is equal to or higher than 3
kgf/cm2. If the pilot signal pressure is lower than 3
kgf/cm2, the controller 7 proceeds to the next step (see
S200), while if the pilot signal pressure exceeds 3
kgf/cm2, the controller 7 maintains the engine operation
(see S100).
[0034] That is, if the pilot signal pressure that is input
to the spool of the main control valve 6 is lower than 3
kgf/cm2 and the pressure on the outlet side of the main
hydraulic pump 1 is higher than 20 kgf/cm2, the controller
7 determines that the main control valve 6 is in a specific
condition, such as a spool stick, and compulsorily outputs
the control signal to the engine driving portion to stop the
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engine. In contrast, if the pilot signal pressure that is input
to the spool of the main control valve 6 is lower than 3
kgf/cm2 and the pressure on the outlet side of the main
hydraulic pump 1 is lower than 20 kgf/cm2, the controller
7 maintains the engine driving.
[0035] Referring to the flowchart of Fig. 2, a normal
driving state of the equipment and turning-off of the en-
gine driving will be described.

A) If the pilot signal pressure that is input to the main
control valve 6 is higher than 3 kgf/cm2, the controller
7 maintains the normal operation state of the equip-
ment.
B) If the pilot signal pressure that is input to the spool
of the main control valve 6 is lower than 3 kgf/cm2

and the pressure of the main hydraulic pump 1 is
higher than 20 kgf/cm2, the controller 7 compulsorily
turns off the engine driving.
C) If the pilot signal pressure that is input to the spool
of the main control valve 6 is lower than 3 kgf/cm2

and the pressure of the main hydraulic pump 1 is
lower than 20 kgf/cm2, the controller 7 maintains the
normal operation state of the equipment.

[0036] That is, in the case of A) and C), the controller
7 maintains the normal operation state of the equipment,
while in the case of B), the controller 7 determines that
the equipment is out of order and compulsorily stops the
engine driving.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0037] According to the present invention having the
above-described configuration, if the attachment mal-
functions due to the unexpected cause, such as the spool
stick, in a state where the operation lever is shifted to the
neutral position during the operation of the equipment,
the engine driving is compulsorily stopped, and thus the
damage of the equipment and a loss of lives, which may
be caused by the turnover of the equipment due to the
malfunction of the equipment against the operator’s in-
tention, can be prevented.

Claims

1. An engine control system for a construction machine
including a lower driving structure, an upper swing
structure mounted on the lower driving structure, an
attachment mounted on the upper swing structure,
a main hydraulic pump connected to an engine, a
detection means for detecting pressure on an outlet
side of the main hydraulic pump, a detection means
for detecting whether the attachment, a traveling de-
vice, and a swing device operate, a main control
valve, and a controller, the engine control system
comprising:

a first step of determining whether pilot signal
pressure, which is detected when at least one
of an operation lever and a traveling pedal for
respectively operating the attachment, the
swing device, and the traveling device is oper-
ated, exceeds a first set pressure; and
a second step of determining whether the pres-
sure on the outlet side of the main hydraulic
pump exceeds a second set pressure,
wherein if the pilot signal pressure detected in
the first step does not exceed the first pressure
and the pressure of the main hydraulic pump
detected in the second step exceeds the second
pressure, engine driving is compulsorily stopped
by means of a control signal from the controller.

2. The engine control system according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a pressure sensor which is assem-
bled on a port for measuring pressure that is formed
on a housing of the main hydraulic pump as a means
for detecting pressure on an outlet side of the main
hydraulic pump.

3. The engine control system according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a pressure sensor which is assem-
bled on a port for measuring pressure that is installed
on a hydraulic pipe for connecting the main hydraulic
pump and the main control valve as a means for
detecting pressure on an outlet side of the main hy-
draulic pump.

4. The engine control system according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a pressure sensor which is assem-
bled on a pressure measurement port that is installed
on a connection flow path of the main control valve
connected to the main hydraulic pump as a means
for detecting pressure on an outlet side of the main
hydraulic pump.

5. The engine control system according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a pressure sensor which detects pi-
lot signal pressure that is input to a spool of the main
control valve and transmits a detection signal to the
controller as a means for detecting the operation
when at least one of the operation lever and the
traveling pedal for respectively operating the attach-
ment, the swing device, and the traveling device is
operated.

6. The engine control system according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a pressure switch which is turned
on/off to generate a signal when pilot signal pressure
that is input to a spool of the main control valve reach-
es a predetermined pressure as a means for detect-
ing the operation when at least one of the operation
lever and the traveling pedal for respectively oper-
ating the attachment, the swing device, and the
traveling device is operated.
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7. The engine control system according to claim 1,
wherein the operation lever and the traveling pedal
for respectively operating the attachment, the swing
device, and the traveling device output electrical sig-
nal values according to their operations, and
a means for detecting whether the operation lever
and the traveling pedal for respectively operating the
attachment, the swing device, and the traveling de-
vice are operated detects their operations according
to the electrical signal values output therefrom and
transmits a detection signal to the controller.
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