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(57) An enclosure or plenum (50) that supports a
looped pump tube (44) is hingedly connected to a framed
thin-walled heat exchange bag (54) through which work-
ing fluid from an intravascular heat exchange catheter
(12) flows. The frame with bag can be inserted between
cold plates (31) to exchange heat with the working fluid

flowing through the bag. With the framed bag between
the plates, the looped pump tube (44) from the enclosure
or plenum is receivable in the raceway (32) of a peristaltic
pump (30), which pumps working fluid through the sys-
tem.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present application relates generally to
heat exchange systems for patient temperature control
with working fluid cassettes.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Patient temperature control systems have been
introduced to prevent fever in patients in the neuro ICU
due to suffering from sub-arachnoid hemorrhage or other
neurologic malady such as stroke. Also, such systems
have been used to induce mild or moderate hypothermia
to improve the outcomes of patients suffering from such
maladies as stroke, cardiac arrest, myocardial infarction,
traumatic brain injury, and high intracranial pressure. Ex-
amples of intravascular heat exchange catheters are dis-
closed in U.S. Patent Nos. 7,914,564, 6,416,533,
6,409,747, 6,405,080, 6,393,320, 6,368,304, 6,338,727,
6,299,599, 6,290,717, 6,287,326, 6,165,207, 6,149,670,
6,146,411, 6,126,684, 6,306,161, 6,264,679, 6,231,594,
6,149,676, 6,149,673, 6,110,168, 5,989,238, 5,879,329,
5,837,003, 6,383,210, 6,379,378, 6,364,899, 6,325,818,
6,312,452, 6,261,312, 6,254,626, 6,251,130, 6,251,129,
6,245,095, 6,238,428, 6,235,048, 6,231,595, 6,224,624,
6,149,677, 6,096,068, 6,042,559, 8,888,729, and
USPPs 2013/0178923, 2013/0079855,
2013/0079856,2014/0094880,2014/0094882,2014/009
4883, all of which are incorporated herein by reference.
[0003] External patient temperature control systems
may be used. Such systems are disclosed in U.S. Patent
Nos. 6,827,728, 6,818,012, 6,802,855, 6,799,063,
6,764,391, 6,692,518, 6,669,715, 6,660,027, 6,648,905,
6,645,232, 6,620,187, 6,461,379, 6,375,674, 6,197,045,
and 6,188,930 (collectively, "the external pad patents"),
all of which are incorporated herein by reference.
[0004] In general, in all of the intravascular and exter-
nal patient temperature control solutions, the tempera-
ture of the working fluid flowing through the catheter or
pad is regulated by a heat exchange console based on
feedback provided by the patient’s actual body temper-
ature, typically core body temperature as may be vari-
ously measured rectally, esophageally, tympanic ear
temperature, blood temperature in, e.g., the vena cava,
etc. The working fluid temperature is regulated by ther-
mally coupling the working fluid to heating and/or cooling
elements in the console. In many cases, the working fluid
is forced in a closed fluid circuit path (including the con-
sole and the catheter or pad) by a peristaltic pump acting
on tubing, e.g., pump tubing or IV tubing, in the fluid circuit
path.

SUMMARY

[0005] As understood herein, it is desirable to provide
a fast and easy way to interconnect an intravascular heat

exchange catheter or external pad with a heat exchanger.
[0006] Accordingly, a device is provided which in-
cludes a thin-walled bag supported by a frame. The bag
with frame is receivable between heat exchange plates
such that heat can be exchanged between working fluid
flowing through the bag and at least one of the heat ex-
change plates. A plenum or enclosure is connected to
the frame. The plenum or enclosure supports a pump
tube in fluid communication with the bag. The pump tube
may be configured, for example in a loop, to engage a
raceway or channel of a pump so that the pump can urge
against the pump tube to circulate working fluid.
[0007] The plenum or enclosure may be hingedly con-
nected to the frame for movement between a shipping
position, in which an open or closed bottom side of the
plenum or enclosure is parallel to the frame and is closely
spaced from the bag, and an operating position, in which
the bottom side is perpendicular to the frame. In some
examples, a return tube is configured for carrying working
fluid from an intravascular heat exchange catheter or ex-
ternal heat exchange pad to the bag.
[0008] If desired, a reservoir may be in the plenum or
enclosure, or be a part of the plenum or enclosure, for
receiving working fluid from the bag. In this example, the
pump tube can receive working fluid from the reservoir.
Also, a damper or dampener tube may be in fluid com-
munication with the pump tube for receiving working fluid
from the pump tube. The dampener tube may be config-
ured with one or more pulse dampening loops. Still fur-
ther, a supply tube can be in fluid communication with
the dampener tube for conveying working fluid to an in-
travascular heat exchange catheter or external heat ex-
change pad. In certain embodiments, the dampener may
be in a form other than a tube. The dampener may be
any pulse dampener, e.g., a dampener tube, damper or
other device that absorbs the shock caused by a change
in the direction or the speed of fluid flow within the tubes
or other shock created by the pump’s action.
[0009] In some examples, working fluid from the return
tube passes through an entry tube in a top rail of the
frame to enter the bag. The entry tube has a first diameter
and terminates proximate to the top rail so that working
fluid enters the bag proximate the top rail. A drain tube
extends through the entry tube toward a bottom rail of
the frame that is opposite to and parallel with the top rail,
with the drain tube terminating in an opening proximate
to or remaining close to the bottom rail. The drain tube
can be used for emptying the bag by reversing the pump
to withdraw working fluid from the bag through the drain
tube.
[0010] In another aspect, a device includes a plenum
or enclosure that supports a looped pump tube, and a
framed thin-walled heat exchange bag connected to the
plenum or enclosure. The thin-walled heat exchange bag
is for holding working fluid from an intravascular heat
exchange catheter or external heat exchange pad, and
is configured for insertion between opposed plates to ef-
fect heat exchange between the plates and working fluid
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flowing through the bag. When the framed thin-walled
heat exchange bag is between the plates, the looped
pump tube from the plenum or enclosure is receivable in
or may be positioned in a raceway or channel of a peri-
staltic pump.
[0011] In another aspect, a method includes engaging
a loop of a pump tube supported by a plenum or enclosure
with a raceway or channel of a peristaltic pump, and dis-
posing a heat exchange bag that depends downwardly
from the plenum or enclosure between opposed plates
of a heat exchanger.
[0012] The details of the various embodiments de-
scribed herein, both as to their structure and operation,
can best be understood in reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which like reference numerals refer to like
parts, and in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013]

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a non-limiting system
in accordance with one embodiment;
Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of an ex-
ample pump with cassette;
Figure 3 is a perspective view of an example cassette
with the plenum in the shipping position;
Figure 4 is a perspective view of an example cassette
with the plenum in the operating position;
Figure 5 is a perspective view of an example cassette
with the plenum hinged or rotated beyond the oper-
ating position;
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the interior of the
plenum as would be seen from the bottom of the
plenum when disposed for operating;
Figure 7 is a perspective view of the pump assembly
with the rotor in a load position;
Figure 8 is a perspective view of the pump assembly
with the rotor in a lock (operational) position;
Figure 9 is a perspective view showing the cassette
with pump assembly having a rotor in the load posi-
tion;
Figure 10 is a perspective view showing the cassette
with pump assembly having a rotor in the lock (op-
erational) position; and
Figure 11 a perspective view of an example cassette
embodiment showing a drain tube for the thin-walled
heat exchange bag, with portions of the frame broken
away for clarity and with the plenum removed for
ease of disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] Referring initially to Figure 1, in accordance with
present principles, a system 10 may include an intravas-
cular heat exchange catheter 12 controlled by a control
system 14 to control patient temperature, e.g., to prevent
the patient 16 from becoming febrile or to induce thera-

peutic hypothermia in the patient 16. In the catheter,
working fluid or a coolant such as but not limited to saline
circulates (typically under the influence of a pump "P" in
the control system) in a closed loop from the control sys-
tem 14, through a fluid supply line L1, through the cath-
eter 12, and back to the system 14 through a fluid return
line L2, such that no working fluid or coolant enters the
body. While certain preferred catheters are disclosed
herein, it is to be understood that other catheters can be
used in accordance with present principles, including,
without limitation, any of the catheters disclosed above
or in the following U.S. patents, all incorporated herein
by reference: USPN 6,419,643, 6,416,533, 6,409,747,
6,405,080, 6,393,320, 6,368,304, 6,338,727, 6,299,599,
6,290,717, 6,287,326, 6,165,207, 6,149,670, 6,146,411,
6,126,684, 6,306,161, 6,264,679, 6,231,594, 6,149,676,
6,149,673, 6,110,168, 5,989,238, 5,879,329, 5,837,003,
6,383,210, 6,379,378, 6,364,899, 6,325,818, 6,312,452,
6,261,312, 6,254,626, 6,251,130, 6,251,129, 6,245,095,
6,238,428, 6,235,048, 6,231,595, 6,224,624, 6,149,677,
6,096,068, 6,042,559, 8,888,729, 5,486,208, 5,837,003,
6,110,168, 6,149,673, 6,149,676, 6,231,594, 6,264,679,
6,306,161, 6,235,048, 6,238,428, 6,245,095, 6,251,129,
6,409,747, 6,368,304, 6,338,727, 6,299,599, 6,287,326,
6,126,684, 7,211,106 and USPPs 2013/0178923,
2013/0079855, 2013/0079856, 2014/0094880,
2014/0094882, 2014/0094883, all of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference. The catheter 12 may be placed
in the venous system, e.g., in the superior or inferior vena
cava.
[0015] Instead of or in addition to the catheter 12, the
system 10 may include one or more pads 18 that are
positioned against the external skin of the patient 16 (only
one pad 18 shown for clarity). The pad 18 may be, without
limitation, any one of the pads disclosed in the external
pad patents. The temperature of the pad 18 can be con-
trolled by the control system 14 to exchange heat with
the patient 16, including to induce therapeutic mild or
moderate hypothermia in the patient in response to the
patient presenting with, e.g., cardiac arrest, myocardial
infarction, stroke, high intracranial pressure, traumatic
brain injury, or other malady the effects of which can be
ameliorated by hypothermia. The pad 18 may receive
working fluid from the system 14 through a fluid supply
line L3, and return working fluid to the system 14 through
a fluid return line L4. The pump "P" may be a peristaltic
pump which may engage any one of the lines L1-L4,
which are typically plastic or other material IV lines, to
urge working fluid through the lines through peristalsis.
[0016] The control system 14 may include one or more
microprocessors 20 receiving target and patient temper-
atures as input and controlling, among other things, the
pump "P" and a refrigerant compressor 22 and/or a by-
pass valve 24 that can be opened to permit refrigerant
to bypass a condenser.
[0017] Turning now to Figure 2, an example of the
pump "P" in Figure 1 is shown and generally designated
30. It is to be understood that the pump assembly shown
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in Figure 2 is coupled to cold plates 31 (shown schemat-
ically in Figure 2) between which the below-described
heat exchange or cassette bag is positioned to exchange
heat with working fluid flowing through the bag to and
from the catheter 12 or pad 18. Example details of the
interplay between the cassette bag and cold plates are
disclosed in U.S. patent application serial no.
14/180,719, filed February 14, 2014, incorporated herein
by reference.
[0018] The pump 30 includes a rigid, preferably metal
or hard plastic raceway or channel housing 32 and a rotor
34. The raceway housing 32 may be formed from one or
more blocks of material as shown and has an inner ar-
cuate surface 36 which may have a substantially constant
radius of curvature. In some examples, the arcuate sur-
face 36, which defines a midpoint 38 between its two
ends, can extend through an arc of at least one hundred
eighty degrees (180°) and may extend through an arc of
between one hundred eighty degrees (180°) and two
hundred seventy degrees (270°). In the example shown,
the arcuate surface 36 extends, from one end to the other
end, through an arc of greater than 200°. For example,
the arc may be about 210° to 230°.
[0019] A motor 40 rotates the rotor 34 relative to the
raceway 32. As well, the rotor 34 is movable translation-
ally relative to the raceway 32 as shown by the arrows
42 between a pump position, in which the rotor 34 is
spaced from the midpoint 38 of the inner surface 36 of
the raceway 32 a first distance, and a tube load position,
in which the rotor 34 is spaced from the midpoint 38 a
greater, second distance. In the pump or operating po-
sition, rollers on the rotor 34 urge against a tube such as
an IV tube that is disposed between the rollers and the
raceway 32. In the tube load position, the rotor 34 is suf-
ficiently spaced from the raceway 32 to permit a tube 44
to be disposed between the raceway and rotor and to be
removed therefrom, e.g., by hand. The rotor 34 may be
moved translationally by, e.g., an actuator stepper motor,
or by a manually-actuated lever linkage, or other appro-
priate mechanism or means.
[0020] Mounted on the rotor 34 are one or more rollers
to urge against the tube 44 to pump fluid through the
tube. In the example shown in Figure 2, the rotor 34 is
defined in part by a rectilinear, non-square body, and on
or near each corner of the body a roller is mounted, e.g.,
rotatably mounted to the rotor body. In the example, at
one set of opposed corners on the body, drive rollers 46
are respectively mounted (only one drive roller shown in
the perspective of Figure 2), whereas at the other set of
opposed corners on the body, guide rollers 48 are re-
spectively mounted. Thus, between the drive rollers 46
are guide rollers 48.
[0021] As shown in Figure 2, the drive roller 46 has a
cylindrical outer surface, and at least a portion of the outer
surface is configured to urge against the tube 44. The
outer surface of the example drive roller may be a single
smooth cylinder and/or it may or may not have one or
more flanges having peripheries extending beyond the

cylindrical outer surface. In contrast, the guide roller 48
also has a cylindrical outer surface but in addition in-
cludes top and/or bottom flanges defining respective pe-
ripheries extending beyond the cylindrical outer surface
of the guide roller such that the tube 44 can be received
on the cylindrical outer surface of the guide roller between
the flanges when the rotor 34 is in the pump position and
is rotated. In the example shown, two and only two drive
rollers 46 and two and only two guide rollers 48 are pro-
vided, but any number of drive and/or guide rollers may
be utilized. In certain embodiments, the drive roller or
guide roller may have a non-cylindrical or partially cylin-
drical outer surface.
[0022] The tube 44 may be configured as a loop, with
the ends of the loop engaged with a plenum 50 (while
the embodiments below refer to a plenum, an enclosure,
compartment or other like component may be utilized) of
a working fluid cassette, generally designated 52. The
plenum 50 is hingedly engaged with or coupled to a
framed cassette bag 54. Example details of the framed
bag 54 are discussed further below. Additional example
details that may be used with the working fluid cassette
52 are shown and described in U.S. patent applications
14/180,613 and 14/180,655, filed February 24, 2014 and
incorporated herein by reference. Such a cassette can
be engaged with structure in the control system 14 to
exchange heat with working fluid flowing through the cas-
sette 52 and tube 44 and being circulated by the pump
30 shown and described herein to and from a heat ex-
change member such as the catheter 12 and/or pad 18
through, e.g., the lines L1 and L2 shown in Figure 1. Note
that the plenum 50 may also be connected via an IV line
to an external working fluid reservoir such as an IV bag
57.
[0023] When the bag 54 is disposed vertically between
the cold plates 31 as described in the above-referenced
U.S. patent application serial no. 14/180,719, the plenum
50 can be locked into place as the rotor of the pump 30
moves into the pump or operating position as described
further below.
[0024] In examples, the cassette bag 54 may be made
of two polymeric membranes closely spaced from each
other and supported by a frame that is slidably engage-
able with a slot 56 on a cold plate assembly that supports
the pump of Figure 2. A working fluid chamber is estab-
lished between the membranes. In one example, each
membrane is no more than two mils (0.002") thick and
more preferably is between one mil and two mils in thick-
ness (0.001"-0.002"), inclusive. The example preferred
membranes are more or less square, with the length of
top and bottom edges of the example membranes being
approximately equal (within + 10% and more preferably
within + 5%) of the lengths of the left and right edges of
the membranes. Thus, the working fluid chamber be-
tween the membranes may also be rectilinear and there
may be no obstructions between the membranes, mean-
ing the working fluid chamber is a complete rectilinear,
more or less square chamber. In preferred examples, the
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membranes are stretched under tension during assem-
bly to the frame.
[0025] Figures 3 and 4 show that the cassette bag 54
is bounded by a frame 60, and that the plenum 50 is
joined to the frame 60 at a hinge 62 for movement be-
tween a shipping position (Figure 3), in which an open
bottom side 64 of the plenum 50 is parallel to the frame
60 and is closely spaced from the bag 54, and an oper-
ating position (Figure 4), in which the open bottom side
64 is rotated 90° from the shipping position so that it is
perpendicular or close to perpendicular to the frame 60.
A hinged plenum or enclosure 50 provides several ad-
vantages and benefits. For example, it allows the cas-
sette to easily assume a more compact shipping config-
uration or operating position. Positioning the plenum or
enclosure perpendicular to or angled relative to the frame
provides for an increased angular tolerance between the
cassette and the pump when the cassette is positioned
within the cold plates and coupled to the pump. Also, the
perpendicular or angled configuration allows a user to
have top view of the pump and the cold plate simultane-
ously when the cassette is positioned in between the cold
plates and the tube 44 is coupled to the pump. While the
bottom side 64 of the plenum or enclosure is shown as
having an open configuration, in certain embodiments,
the bottom side may be closed or at least a portion of the
bottom side may be closed. The bottom side 64 is gen-
erally rectangular and extends the width of the frame 60
as shown. In some examples the plenum 50 or enclosure
may be pivoted or rotated beyond the operating position
to establish an obtuse angle with respect to the frame 60
as shown in Figure 5. As shown best in Figure 3, the
bottom side 64 is opposed by a complementarily-shaped
closed or open top side 66 and is spaced therefrom by
sidewalls 68.
[0026] Figure 6 shows the interior of an open bottom
side 64 of the plenum 50. A return tube 70 carrying work-
ing fluid from the catheter 12 or heat exchange pad 18
enters one of the sides 68 of the plenum 50. The return
tube 70 passes across the plenum 50 to the opposite
side, where it is supported by a support or bearing 72,
entering an inlet opening 74 of a top rail 76. The return
tube 70 ends, as further discussed below in reference to
Figure 11, just below the top rail 76 in the bag 54. Working
fluid flows out of the return tube and into the bag 54 as
indicated by the arrow 78, back across the bag, and out
of an exit tube 80 that extends through an opening in the
top rail 76.
[0027] The exit tube 80 in turn enters an enclosed work-
ing fluid reservoir 84 in the plenum 50, e.g., through an
entry port connector 86. The reservoir may be a separate
container or manifold positioned within the enclosure or
plenum or may be integral with the enclosure or plenum.
The reservoir may collect or hold an amount of working
fluid necessary or required to run the system. One or
more level sensors may be provided in the reservoir 84
to generate a signal when the reservoir fluid level falls
below a threshold. The signal can be used to activate a

warning lamp or audio alarm. Note that the entry port
connector 86 is located near the top of the reservoir 84
in the bottom view shown. Also, an IV bag line or tube
87 is connected to the reservoir 84 via an IV bag con-
nector 88 to supply working fluid to the system from the
IV bag 57 shown in Figure 2. While the embodiments
refer to an IV bag, other IV or working fluid sources may
be used, e.g., a bottle, bag or other container. The res-
ervoir 84 may be connected to the IV bag through a single
line 87 used to deliver working fluid to the reservoir 84,
e.g., during priming of the system and/or to compensate
for thermal and other
[0028] fluctuations of the working fluid’s volume. The
line 87 may also be used to evacuate air from the system
and into the IV bag, and/or to bring the working fluid back
into the IV bag during purging or draining of the system
at the end of a procedure.
[0029] A single line or tube 87 in a closed fluid circuit
path provides a sterile barrier or environment for the
working fluid and also provides enhanced or improved
convenience. Working fluid, e.g., saline, may be deliv-
ered through the line 87, and air may travel back up
through the same line 87, in an opposite direction if de-
sired, e.g., during priming, allowing for the delivery of two
different fluids through the same line. The delivery of sa-
line and air may not occur simultaneously and/or a filter
may not be required. A closed fluid circuit path or closed
loop system utilizing a single IV bag line without a filter
may work for up to 7 days, and in certain embodiments
may work for more than 7 days. The pump described
herein may operate in both directions, and the pump may
be self-priming such that it can pump air and/or water
and operate even when dry.
[0030] Near the bottom of the reservoir 94, an outlet
connector 90 establishes fluid communication between
the working fluid in the reservoir 84 and the peristaltic
tube 44 which extends through a tube exit opening 92 to
engage the peristaltic pump described above. The pump
urges against the tube 44 to circulate working fluid in the
pathway described herein. The tube 44 reenters the ple-
num 50 through a tube entry opening 94 to engage or be
made integrally with a dampener tube 96. The tube 44
may connect to a downstream dampener or dampener
tube directly or via an intermediate tube or manifold.
[0031] As shown, the example dampener tube 96 has
a larger diameter than the exit tube 80 and furthermore
extends back and forth across the plenum 50 one or more
or multiple times, e.g., being bent through one or more
180 degree loops as shown. Alternatively, the dampener
tube may be partially or entirely located outside of the
plenum. The purpose of the dampener tube 96 is to
dampen pulses in the working fluid caused by the peri-
staltic pumping action. The dampener tube 96 is joined
to a smaller diameter working fluid supply tube 98 at a
clamp-like joint 100. Working fluid is conveyed to the
catheter 12 or pad 18 through the supply tube 98.
[0032] Figures 7-10 illustrate an example interlock that
may be provided between the pump 30 and the cassette
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52. Figures 7 and 9 illustrate the pump assembly with
the rotor 34 in the loading configuration or position and
Figures 8 and 10 show the pump assembly with the rotor
34 in the lock (operating or pump) configuration or posi-
tion.
[0033] In Figures 7 and 9, a horizontal locking bar 120
terminating in an upwardly-projecting engagement hook
122 is connected to a rotor carriage or motor mount,
which supports the rotor 34, so that the locking bar 120
moves in the directions indicated by the arrows 124 as
the rotor carriage or mount and rotor move as described
in reference to Figure 2. The rotor carriage or mount (and
hence locking bar 120) are in the load position in Figures
7 and 9, in which the rotor 34 is distanced from the race-
way or raceway surface 36 to allow the pump tube 44 of
the cassette 52 to be engaged or placed in the space
between the rotor 34 and the raceway. As shown in Fig-
ure 9, an engagement shelf 126 or protrusion on the bot-
tom of the cassette 52 is clear of the engagement hook
122 in this position, allowing the cassette 52 to be moved
to position the pump tube 44 in the raceway 32.
[0034] In contrast, Figures 8 and 10 show that when
the rotor carriage or mount and rotor 34 are moved to
the lock, pump or operating position such that the pump
rollers can urge the pump tube 44 against the raceway
or raceway surface 36, the locking bar 120 also moves
to a position in which the engagement hook 122 has
moved onto the top surface of the engagement shelf 126,
trapping the shelf 126 and, hence, the cassette 52 so
that the cassette 52 cannot be withdrawn when in the
rotor carriage or mount, the rotor, and the locking bar 120
with hook 122 are in the lock, pump or operating position.
[0035] Figure 11 illustrates that in some examples,
working fluid from the return tube 70 in Figure 6 passes
through the plenum 50 or enclosure (not shown in Figure
11) to an entry tube 130 (which may be the same as or
connected to the return tube). The entry tube 130 passes
into an opening 132 in a top rail 134 of the cassette frame
60 to enter the bag 54. In the example shown, the entry
tube 130 terminates in or just below (e.g., ¨" below) the
top rail 134 so that working fluid exists the entry tube 130
proximate to the top rail 134 and flows downwardly and
across the bag 54.
[0036] A drain tube 138 with a smaller diameter than
the entry tube 130 extends through the entry tube 130
as shown toward a bottom rail 140 of the frame 60 that
is opposite to and parallel with the top rail 134. The drain
tube 138 terminates in an opening 142 that is proximate
to (e.g., within ¨" or so of) the bottom rail 140. When
working fluid is being circulated through the catheter 12
and bag 54 during patient temperature management op-
eration, at least a portion of the working fluid being re-
turned from the catheter 12 to the cassette 52 exits the
larger diameter opening of the entry tube 130, near the
top of the cassette 52, and at least a portion of the working
fluid flows down and across the bag 54 to exchange heat
with the plates between which the bag 54 is disposed.
[0037] When it is desired to drain the catheter and/or

bag to facilitate withdrawal of the bag 54 from the plates,
which can be impeded if the bag 54 remains full of working
fluid, the pump may be reversed. This evacuates working
fluid from bag 54 through the drain tube 138. The evac-
uation causes the bag material to collapse around the
larger entry tube 130, leaving most of the suction at the
opening 142 of the drain tube 138. The working fluid is
pumped through the drain tube 138 back into the reser-
voir 84 in the plenum or enclosure and from there to the
IV bag. When the catheter remains connected to the cas-
sette 52, working fluid is also evacuated from the cathe-
ter. When the catheter is not connected prior to draining
the bag 54, the connectors (typically Luer fittings) that
connect catheter IV lines to the supply and return lines
of the cassette may be simply connected together to
close the fluid loop.
[0038] In certain embodiments, a check valve 81 (Fig-
ure 6) may be placed on or in the line or tube between
the heat exchange bag 54 and the reservoir 84 to prevent
working fluid from moving from the reservoir 84 back to
the heat exchange bag 54 during fluid evacuation or purg-
ing. Optionally, a check valve 81 may be placed inside
the reservoir 84 to prevent working fluid from moving from
the reservoir 84 back to the heat exchange bag 54 during
fluid evacuation or purging. Such valves may ensure that
the working fluid is evacuated and/or flows back to an IV
bag or other container, such that the heat exchange bag
may be properly drained and may be easily removed from
between the heat exchange plates. Working fluid may
also be evacuated or drained from the catheter, when
the catheter is connected to the system, which results in
a reduction in the diameter of the catheter such that the
catheter may be removed from a patient. If desired, the
catheter may be disconnected, such that only the heat
exchange bag is drained or evacuated of working fluid.
In other embodiments, a high pressure dampener may
be utilized that provides fluctuations in the volume of
working fluid, such that purging or draining of working
fluid may be performed with or without a check valve.
[0039] In certain embodiments, when filling the cas-
sette bag during priming, the pump can be started and
stopped in short periods to allow air to vent back through
the reservoir in the plenum or enclosure. The pump may
also be reversed to speed up the movement of air back
through the reservoir and/or to the IV bag or fluid source.
A single line may be used for delivering liquid and/or air
between the reservoir and the IV bag or fluid source,
without the use of a filter.
[0040] Components included in one embodiment can
be used in other embodiments in any appropriate com-
bination. For example, any of the various components
described herein and/or depicted in the Figures may be
combined, interchanged or excluded from other embod-
iments.
[0041] "A system having at least one of A, B, and C"
(likewise "a system having at least one of A, B, or C" and
"a system having at least one of A, B, C") includes sys-
tems that have A alone, B alone, C alone, A and B to-
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gether, A and C together, B and C together, and/or A, B,
and C together, etc.
[0042] While various embodiments of a WORKING
FLUID CASSETTE WITH HINGED PLENUM OR EN-
CLOSURE FOR INTERFACING HEAT EXCHANGER
WITH INTRAVASCULAR TEMPERATURE MANAGE-
MENT CATHETER are herein shown and described in
detail, the scope of the present invention is to be limited
by nothing other than the appended claims.
[0043] The following statements of advantage are also
disclosed:

1. A disclosed example relates to a device compris-
ing:

an enclosure that supports a pump tube;
a framed heat exchange bag connected to the
enclosure, the heat exchange bag for holding
working fluid from an intravascular heat ex-
change catheter or external heat exchange pad,
the framed heat exchange bag being configured
for insertion between opposed plates to effect
heat exchange between the plates and working
fluid flowing through the bag, wherein when the
framed heat exchange bag is between the
plates, the pump tube from the enclosure is re-
ceivable in a raceway of a pump.

2. The device of example 1, wherein the enclosure
is hingedly connected to a frame of the framed heat
exchange bag for movement between a shipping po-
sition, in which an open bottom side of the enclosure
is parallel to the frame and is closely spaced from
the bag, and an operating position, in which the open
bottom side is perpendicular to the frame.
3. The device of example 1, comprising a reservoir
in the enclosure for receiving working fluid from the
framed heat exchange bag.
4. The device of example 1, wherein the pump tube
is in fluid communication with a reservoir in the en-
closure to receive working fluid from the reservoir.
5. The device of example 1, comprising a dampener
tube in fluid communication with the pump tube for
receiving working fluid from the pump tube, the
dampener tube being configured with one or more
pulse dampening loops.
6. The device of example 5, comprising a supply tube
in fluid communication with the dampener tube for
conveying working fluid to an intravascular heat ex-
change catheter or external heat exchange pad.
7. The device of example 1, wherein working fluid
from the intravascular heat exchange catheter or ex-
ternal heat exchange pad passes through an entry
tube in a top rail of a frame of the framed heat ex-
change bag to enter the framed heat exchange bag,
the entry tube having a first diameter and terminating
proximate to the top rail so that working fluid enters
a bag of the framed heat exchange bag proximate

the top rail, and the device further comprises a drain
tube extending through the entry tube and extending
toward a bottom rail of the frame that is opposite to
and parallel with the top rail, the drain tube terminat-
ing proximate to the bottom rail, the drain tube being
useful for emptying the bag by reversing the pump
to withdraw working fluid from the bag through the
drain tube.
8. A disclosed example relates to a device, compris-
ing:

a thin-walled bag supported by a frame, the bag
with frame being receivable between heat ex-
change plates such that heat can be exchanged
between working fluid flowing through the bag
and at least one of the heal exchange plates; and
a plenum connected to the frame, the plenum
supporting a pump tube in fluid communication
with the bag, the pump tube being configured to
engage a raceway of a pump so that the pump
can urge against the pump tube to circulate
working fluid.

9. The device of example 8, wherein the plenum is
hingedly connected to the frame.
10. The device of example 8, wherein the plenum is
hingedly connected to the frame for movement be-
tween a shipping position, in which an open bottom
side of the plenum is parallel to the frame and is
closely spaced from the bag, and an operating po-
sition, in which the open bottom side is perpendicular
to the frame.
11. The device of example 8, comprising a return
tube configured for carrying working fluid from an
intravascular heat exchange catheter or external
heat exchange pad to the bag.
12. The device of example 11, comprising a reservoir
in the plenum for receiving working fluid from the bag.
13. The device of example 12, wherein the pump
tube receives working fluid from the reservoir.
14. The device of example 8, comprising a dampener
tube in fluid communication with the pump tube for
receiving working fluid from the pump tube, the
dampener tube being configured with one or more
pulse dampening loops.
15. The device of example 14, comprising a supply
tube in fluid communication with the dampener tube
for conveying working fluid to an intravascular heat
exchange catheter or external heat exchange pad.
16. The device of example 12, wherein working fluid
from the return tube passes through an entry tube in
a top rail of the frame to enter the bag, the entry tube
having a first diameter and terminating proximate to
the top rail so that working fluid enters the bag prox-
imate the top rail, and the device further comprises
a drain tube extending through the entry tube and
extending toward a bottom rail of the frame that is
opposite to and parallel with the top rail, the drain
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tube terminating proximate to the bottom rail, the
drain tube being useful for emptying the bag by re-
versing the pump to withdraw working fluid from the
bag through the drain tube.
17. A disclosed example relates to a method com-
prising:

engaging a loop of a pump tube supported by
an enclosure with a raceway of a peristaltic
pump; and
disposing a heat exchange bag depending
downwardly from the enclosure between op-
posed plates of a heat exchanger.

18. The method of example 17, comprising pivoting
the enclosure relative to the bag.
19. The method of example 17, comprising withdraw-
ing fluid from the bag through a drain tube opening
proximate a bottom of the bag.
20. The method of example 17, comprising damp-
ening pulses in fluid within the plenum caused by the
pump.
21. The method of example 17, further comprising
starting and stopping the peristaltic pump in short
periods to allow air to vent back through a reservoir
in the enclosure when the heat exchange bag is be-
ing filled during priming.
22. The method of example 21, wherein liquid and
air flow in opposite directions through a single line
connecting the reservoir and an IV fluid source in a
closed fluid circuit path.
23. The device of example 10, wherein the reservoir
is in fluid communication with an IV fluid source via
a single IV line, and wherein the device provides a
closed fluid circuit path where liquid and air flow in
opposite directions through the IV line.
24. The device of example 1, wherein the tube is
looped and is receivable in the raceway of a peristal-
tic pump.

Claims

1. A device comprising:

an enclosure (50) that supports a pump tube
(44);
a framed heat exchange bag (54) connected to
the enclosure, the heat exchange bag for hold-
ing working fluid from an intravascular heat ex-
change catheter (12) or external heat exchange
pad (18), the framed heat exchange bag being
configured for insertion between opposed plates
(31) to effect heat exchange between the plates
and working fluid flowing through the bag,
wherein when the framed heat exchange bag
(54) is between the plates, the pump tube (44)
from the enclosure (50) is receivable in a race-

way (32) of a pump.

2. The device of Claim 1, comprising a dampener tube
(96) in fluid communication with the pump tube (44)
for receiving working fluid from the pump tube, the
dampener tube being configured to dampen pulses
in the working fluid.

3. The device of Claim 2, comprising a supply tube (98)
in fluid communication with the dampener tube (96)
for conveying working fluid to an intravascular heat
exchange catheter (12) or external heat exchange
pad (18).

4. The device of Claim 3, wherein the supply tube (98)
has a smaller diameter than the dampener tube (96).

5. The device of any of Claims 2 to 4, wherein the pump
tube (44) is integrally formed with the dampener tube
(96).

6. The device of any of Claims 2 to 4, wherein the pump
tube (44) is engaged with the dampener tube (96),
and wherein the dampener tube (96) is downstream
of the pump tube (44).

7. The device of any of Claims 2 to 6, wherein the damp-
ener tube (44) extends back and forth across the
plenum (50) one or more times.

8. The device of any of Claims 2 to 7, wherein the damp-
ener tube (96) is configured with one or more pulse
dampening loops.

9. The device of any of Claims 2 to 8, wherein the damp-
ener tube is partially or entirely located outside of
the plenum.

10. The device of any of Claims 2 to 9, wherein the damp-
ener tube (96) is a high pressure dampener device
such that purging or draining of working fluid can be
performed without a check valve.

11. The device of any of Claims 2 to 10, wherein the
dampener tube is a device that absorbs the shock
caused by a change in the direction or the speed of
fluid flow within the tubes or other shock created by
the pump’s action.

12. The device of any preceding Claim, wherein working
fluid from the intravascular heat exchange catheter
(12) or external heat exchange pad (18) passes
through an entry tube (130) in a top rail (134) of a
frame (60) of the framed heat exchange bag (54) to
enter the framed heat exchange bag, the entry tube
(130) having a first diameter and terminating proxi-
mate to the top rail so that working fluid enters the
framed heat exchange bag proximate the top rail,
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and the device further comprises a drain tube (138)
extending through the entry tube (130) and extend-
ing toward a bottom rail (140) of the frame (60) that
is opposite to and parallel with the top rail (134), the
drain tube terminating proximate to the bottom rail,
the drain tube being useful for emptying the bag by
reversing the pump (30) to withdraw working fluid
from the bag (54) through the drain tube (138).

13. The device of any of Claims 1 to 11, wherein the
framed heat exchange bag (54) comprises:

a thin-walled bag supported by a frame (60), the
bag with frame being receivable between said
opposed plates (31) such that heat can be ex-
changed between said working fluid flowing
through the bag and said opposed heat ex-
change plates; and
wherein said enclosure comprises a plenum
(50) connected to the frame (60), the plenum
supporting the pump tube (44) in fluid commu-
nication with the bag (54) such that the pump
tube engages a raceway (32) of a said pump
(30) so that the pump can urge against the pump
tube (44) to circulate working fluid.

14. The device of Claim 12, comprising:

a return tube (70) configured for carrying the
working fluid from the intravascular heat ex-
change catheter (12) or external heat exchange
pad (18) to the bag (54); and
a reservoir (84) in the plenum (50) for receiving
working fluid from the bag (54),
wherein working fluid from the return tube (70)
passes through an entry tube (130) in a top rail
(134) of the frame (60) to enter the bag, the entry
tube having a first diameter and terminating
proximate to the top rail so that working fluid
enters the bag proximate the top rail, and the
device further comprises a drain tube (138) ex-
tending through the entry tube (130) and extend-
ing toward a bottom rail (140) of the frame (60)
that is opposite to and parallel with the top rail
(134), the drain tube terminating proximate to
the bottom rail, the drain tube (138) being useful
for emptying the bag by reversing the pump (30)
to withdraw working fluid from the bag (54)
through the drain tube.

15. A method comprising:

engaging a loop of the pump tube (44) that is
supported by the enclosure (50) of any preced-
ing claim with the raceway (32) of the peristaltic
pump (30); and
disposing the framed heat exchange bag (54)
between opposed plates (31) of a heat exchang-

er.
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