
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
91

2 
50

5
A

1
*EP003912505A1*

(11) EP 3 912 505 A1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
24.11.2021 Bulletin 2021/47

(21) Application number: 21174622.7

(22) Date of filing: 19.05.2021

(51) Int Cl.:
A42B 3/04 (2006.01) G02B 27/01 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 19.05.2020 US 202016877662

(71) Applicant: Rockwell Collins, Inc.
Cedar Rapids, IA 52498 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• KEITH, Christopher A.

Wilsonville, 97070 (US)
• JARRETT, Andrew M.

Cedar Rapids, 52402 (US)
• CHENEVERT, Ryan

West Linn, OR, 97068 (US)
• GRAHAM, Garrett D.

Canby, OR, 97013 (US)

(74) Representative: Dehns
St. Bride’s House 
10 Salisbury Square
London EC4Y 8JD (GB)

(54) DISPLAY EMBEDDED VISOR HELMET MOUNTED DISPLAY

(57) A helmet mounted display is embedded in a vi-
sor assembly (202). The visor assembly comprises two
molded sections that define portions for receiving
waveguides. The optical components are disposed in a

portion of the visor assembly and the entire assembly is
attached by a hinge to the helmet. The visor assembly
includes lateral clips to secure the visor assembly to the
helmet, and a night-vision goggle attachment point.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Typical head-mounted displays are very expen-
sive visor-projected devices, or they are hazardous near-
eye devices. Visor-projected devices impede the use of
analog night vision goggles due to long eye relief. Near-
Eye devices allow for the use of analog night vision gog-
gles, but raise safety concerns because of the close prox-
imity of the goggles to the near-eye device and the user’s
eyes in general. Certain conditions of flight or landing
can cause goggles to disengage from their mount or
move and impact near eye devices. Furthermore, step
in visors with night-vision goggles or near-eye displays
are disfavored by pilots; they cause undesirable reflec-
tions and glare, and do not allow the user to rub or touch
their eyes.
[0002] It would be advantageous to have a safe, low
cost solution for pilots that leverages near-eye devices
that enable the safe use of night vision goggles and allow
the user the ability to touch or rub their eyes.

SUMMARY

[0003] In one aspect, embodiments of the inventive
concepts disclosed herein are directed to a helmet
mounted display embedded in a visor assembly. The vi-
sor assembly comprises two molded sections that define
portions for receiving waveguides. The optical compo-
nents are disposed in a portion of the visor assembly and
the entire assembly is attached by a hinge to the helmet.
[0004] In a further aspect, the visor assembly includes
mounting attachment points to secure the visor assembly
to the helmet.
[0005] In a further aspect, the visor assembly includes
a night-vision goggle attachment point.
[0006] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory only and should not re-
strict the scope of the claims. The accompanying draw-
ings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of
the specification, illustrate exemplary embodiments of
the inventive concepts disclosed herein and together with
the general description, serve to explain the principles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The numerous advantages of the embodiments
of the inventive concepts disclosed herein may be better
understood by those skilled in the art by reference to the
accompanying figures in which:

FIG. 1A shows a perspective, environmental view of
a head-mounted display according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;

FIG. 1B shows a side, environmental view of a head-
mounted display according to an exemplary

embodiment;
FIG. 1C shows a front, environmental view of a head-

mounted display according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 2A shows a perspective view of a visor assembly
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2B shows a side view of a visor assembly ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2C shows a perspective view of a visor assembly
according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 shows a partial, detail view of a visor assem-
bly according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4A shows a perspective, environmental view of
a head-mounted display according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;

FIG. 4B shows a front, environmental view of a head-
mounted display according to an exemplary
embodiment;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] Before explaining at least one embodiment of
the inventive concepts disclosed herein in detail, it is to
be understood that the inventive concepts are not limited
in their application to the details of construction and the
arrangement of the components or steps or methodolo-
gies set forth in the following description or illustrated in
the drawings. In the following detailed description of em-
bodiments of the instant inventive concepts, numerous
specific details are set forth in order to provide a more
thorough understanding of the inventive concepts. How-
ever, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of the instant disclosure that the in-
ventive concepts disclosed herein may be practiced with-
out these specific details. In other instances, well-known
features may not be described in detail to avoid unnec-
essarily complicating the instant disclosure. The inven-
tive concepts disclosed herein are capable of other em-
bodiments or of being practiced or carried out in various
ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology
and terminology employed herein is for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting.
[0009] As used herein a letter following a reference
numeral is intended to reference an embodiment of the
feature or element that may be similar, but not necessarily
identical, to a previously described element or feature
bearing the same reference numeral (e.g., 1, 1a, 1b).
Such shorthand notations are used for purposes of con-
venience only, and should not be construed to limit the
inventive concepts disclosed herein in any way unless
expressly stated to the contrary.
[0010] Further, unless expressly stated to the contrary,
"or" refers to an inclusive or and not to an exclusive or.
For example, a condition A or B is satisfied by anyone of
the following: A is true (or present) and B is false (or not
present), A is false (or not present) and B is true (or
present), and both A and B are true (or present).
[0011] In addition, use of the "a" or "an" are employed
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to describe elements and components of embodiments
of the instant inventive concepts. This is done merely for
convenience and to give a general sense of the inventive
concepts, and "a" and "an" are intended to include one
or at least one and the singular also includes the plural
unless it is obvious that it is meant otherwise.
[0012] Finally, as used herein any reference to "one
embodiment," or "some embodiments" means that a par-
ticular element, feature, structure, or characteristic de-
scribed in connection with the embodiment is included in
at least one embodiment of the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein. The appearances of the phrase "in some
embodiments" in various places in the specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment,
and embodiments of the inventive concepts disclosed
may include one or more of the features expressly de-
scribed or inherently present herein, or any combination
of sub-combination of two or more such features, along
with any other features which may not necessarily be
expressly described or inherently present in the instant
disclosure.
[0013] Broadly, embodiments of the inventive con-
cepts disclosed herein are directed to a helmet mounted
display embedded in a visor assembly. The visor assem-
bly comprises two molded sections that define portions
for receiving waveguides. The optical components are
disposed in a portion of the visor assembly and the entire
assembly is attached by a hinge to the helmet.
[0014] Referring to FIGS. 1A-1C, perspective, side,
and front, environmental views of a head-mounted dis-
play according to an exemplary embodiment are shown.
A helmet 100 includes a visor assembly 102 with inte-
grated optical and electronic components 104. The visor
assembly 102 is connected to the helmet 100 at a hinge
point 106.
[0015] The helmet 100 may also include a secondary
attachment point 108 proximal to the hinge point 106.
The secondary attachment point 108 may allow for the
attachment of coordinated accessories such as night-
vision devices.
[0016] In at least one embodiment, the visor assembly
102 includes lateral attachment elements 110 configured
to engage corresponding attachment points 112 dis-
posed in the helmet 100. The combination of the hinge
point 106 and lateral attachments elements 110 allow
the visor assembly 102 to be freely rotated, granting the
user access to their eyes if necessary, but also narrowly
restricting the visor assembly 102 when the attachment
elements 110 are engaged with the corresponding at-
tachment points 112 to locate embedded near-eye dis-
play elements in their proper, effective position.
[0017] Referring to FIGS. 2A-2C, perspective and side
views of a visor assembly 202 according to an exemplary
embodiment are shown. The visor assembly 202 is con-
figured to be rotatably attached to a helmet via a hinge
point 206 including a helmet mounting mechanism 208.
In at least one embodiment, the visor assembly 202 in-
cludes lateral attachment elements 210 configured to en-

gage corresponding attachment points on the helmet.
[0018] In at least one embedment, the visor assembly
202 includes one or more waveguide elements 214 dis-
posed within the body of the visor assembly 202. A com-
ponent housing 204 contains the optical components and
electronic components, integrated with the visor assem-
bly 202. In at least one embodiment, the component
housing 204 may contain certain functional components
such as cameras 212, sensors, inertial trackers, etc. In
at least one embodiment, the component housing 204
may include health monitoring sensors disposed on a
user proximal surface. For example, blood oxygen sen-
sors may be disposed in the component housing, proxi-
mal to the temples of the user to monitor that status of
the use without the need for additional sensor packages.
[0019] In at least one embodiment, the component
housing 204 may include one or more eye tracking cam-
eras to facilitate interaction with the displays correspond-
ing to the waveguide elements 214. The component
housing 204 may also include one or more haptic feed-
back components to provide tactile feedback to the user.
[0020] In at least one embodiment, the component
housing 204 may include head tracking elements such
as LEDs or other fiducials disposed at known locations,
rigidly associated with the locations of the waveguide el-
ements 214 for tracking by cameras disposed in a cock-
pit. Alternatively, head tracking cameras or inertial sen-
sors may be disposed in the component housing 204.
[0021] In at least one embodiment, each of the
waveguide elements 214 may include an electrochromic
tinting layer which may enhance contrast of images ren-
dered via the waveguide elements 214 and the exterior
view.
[0022] Referring to FIG. 3, a partial, detail view of a
visor assembly 300 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment is shown. The visor assembly 300 comprises an
anterior visor element 302 and a posterior visor element
304. The anterior visor element 302 and posterior visor
element 306 define one or more cavities for receiving
corresponding waveguide elements 306. Each of the
waveguide elements 306 engage corresponding inte-
grated optical components 308. It may be appreciated
that each cavity defines an air gap between the corre-
sponding waveguide element 306 and components of
the visor assembly 302. The air gap isolates the
waveguide elements 306 during any normal, minor de-
formations or flexing of the visor assembly 300, facilitat-
ing optical operation and preventing damage to the
waveguide elements 306. Alternatively, or in addition,
each waveguide element may comprise an air spaced
cover plate; the cover plates contact the visor assembly
300, eliminating the need for an air gap. Furthermore, if
an electrochromic layer is disposed on the waveguide
elements 306, an air gap with respect to the visor assem-
bly 300 may not be needed for the waveguide elements
306 to work optically.
[0023] In at least one embodiment, the waveguide el-
ements 306 may comprise an electrochromic tinting lay-
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er. Furthermore, the visor assembly 300 may include a
photochromic layer or electrochromic layer to tint the vi-
sor assembly 300, and/or a base tint may be incorporated
into the visor assembly 300. Alternatively, or in addition,
where the visor assembly 300 comprises an anterior visor
element 302 and a posterior visor element 304, one or
more of the anterior visor element 302 and posterior visor
element 304 may include a base tint, photochromic layer,
or electrochromic layer. In at least one embodiment, a
photochromic layer or electrochromic layer may be dis-
posed at the interface of the anterior visor element 302
and posterior visor element 304, and the anterior visor
element 302 and the waveguide elements 306. The pho-
tochromic layer or electrochromic layer may provide a
uniform color shift across the whole peripheral view of
the visor assembly 300.
[0024] In at least one embodiment, the visor assembly
300 may include a scratch resistant layer 310 disposed
on one or more surfaces of the visor assembly 300. The
scratch resistant layer 310 may comprise a diamond like
carbon coating.
[0025] In at least one embodiment, the visor assembly
300, including the anterior visor element 302 and poste-
rior visor element 304 where applicable, may define trim-
mable regions 312 configured to be removed to fit the
user. The trimmable region 312 may comprise a different
material than the polycarbonate visor, eliminating any
variation of an off the mold visor encasement due to trim-
ming. In at least one embodiment, the trimmable region
312 may be more pliable and of a softer material that
may be affixed to the visor assembly subsequent to a
molding process to make the molded encasement more
consistent; internal stresses will not be released, poten-
tially changing the shape of the visor assembly 300.
[0026] In at least one embodiment, the integrated op-
tical components 308 and waveguide elements 306 may
be replaceable.
[0027] A visor assembly 300 with embedded
waveguide elements 306 may protect the user from bal-
listics and windblast, and from broken glass if the
waveguide elements 306 were compromised.
[0028] Referring to FIGS. 4A-4B, perspective and
front, environmental views of a head-mounted display
according to an exemplary embodiment are shown.
Where a helmet 400 includes a visor assembly 402 ro-
tatably mounted via a hinge point 406, the visor assembly
402 may include lateral attachment elements that engage
attachment points 412 on the helmet for stability. Acces-
sories such as low-light or night vision devices 408 may
be affixed to a secondary attachment point on the helmet
400 to work in concert with the visor assembly 402. Al-
lowing for accessory attachment while the visor assembly
402 is completely engaged to the helmet 400 may protect
the user’s eyes.
[0029] It is believed that the inventive concepts dis-
closed herein and many of their attendant advantages
will be understood by the foregoing description of em-
bodiments of the inventive concepts disclosed, and it will

be apparent that various changes may be made in the
form, construction, and arrangement of the components
thereof without departing from the broad scope of the
inventive concepts disclosed herein or without sacrificing
all of their material advantages; and individual features
from various embodiments may be combined to arrive at
other embodiments. The form herein before described
being merely an explanatory embodiment thereof, it is
the intention of the following claims to encompass and
include such changes. Furthermore, any of the features
disclosed in relation to any of the individual embodiments
may be incorporated into any other embodiment.

Claims

1. A helmet mounted display comprising:

a visor assembly (202) comprising:

a transparent visor body defining one or
more waveguide cavities;
one or more waveguides, each disposed in
one of the one or more waveguide cavities;
a component housing disposed at an edge
of the transparent visor body;
optical components disposed in the compo-
nent housing, configured to engage the one
or more waveguides; and
a hinge element disposed on the compo-
nent housing, configured to engage the hel-
met; and

a secondary attachment point (108) to receive
a night-vision device and position the night-vi-
sion device while the transparent visor body is
in a down orientation.

2. The helmet mounted display of Claim 1, further com-
prising one or more lateral attachment elements,
each disposed at a lateral edge of the transparent
visor body and configured to engage attachments
points disposed on the helmet.

3. The helmet mounted display of Claim 1 or 2, wherein
the transparent visor body comprises at least an an-
terior visor element and a posterior visor element.

4. The helmet mounted display of Claim 3, further com-
prising a photochromic layer at least partially dis-
posed on an exterior surface of the anterior visor
element.

5. The helmet mounted display of any preceding Claim,
wherein the transparent visor body comprises a base
tint.

6. The helmet mounted display of any preceding Claim,
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further comprising an electrochromic layer disposed
on the one or more waveguides.

7. The helmet mounted display of any preceding Claim,
further comprising a scratch resistant layer disposed
on at least one surface of the transparent visor body.

8. A visor assembly comprising:

a transparent visor body defining one or more
waveguide cavities;
one or more waveguides, each disposed in one
of the one or more waveguide cavities;
a component housing (204) disposed at an edge
of the transparent visor body;
at least one forward facing day camera disposed
in the component housing;
optical components dispose in the component
housing, configured to engage the one or more
waveguides; and
a hinge element disposed on the component
housing, configured to engage a helmet.

9. assembly of Claim 8, further comprising one or more
head tracking elements disposed in the component
housing.

10. The visor assembly of Claim or 9 , wherein the trans-
parent visor body comprises at least an anterior visor
element and a posterior visor element.

11. The visor assembly of Claim 10, further comprising
a photochromic layer at least partially disposed be-
tween the anterior visor element and the posterior
visor element.

12. The visor assembly of any of Claims 8 to 11, further
comprising a photochromic layer disposed on an ex-
terior surface of the transparent visor body.

13. The visor assembly of any of Claims 8 to 12, further
comprising an electrochromic layer disposed on an
exterior surface of the transparent visor body.

14. The visor assembly of any of Claims 8 to 13, further
comprising a transparent trimmable element dis-
posed along at least one edge of the transparent
visor body.

15. The visor assembly of any of Claims 8 to 14, further
comprising an air spaced cover plate disposed be-
tween each waveguide element and a surface of the
corresponding waveguide cavity.
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