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(54) CATHETER SECUREMENT DRESSING

(57) A dressing (20) has a base (21) which is to be
adhered to a patient about a catheter site, an aperture in
the base (21) to pull a catheter line (43) through and a
cover (22) with a window (27) that is folded over and onto
the base (21) in a sealed manner. Furthermore, the

dressing (44) can have two covers (48, 49) with windows
(27, 27’) for folding over separate sections (46, 47) of a
base (45) to seal in the components of a catheter assem-
bly with multiple catheters (53) extending from a common
housing (54).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a dressing. More par-
ticularly, this invention relates to a dressing for protecting
an indwelling catheter access site.
[0002] As is known, various catheters have been at-
tached to patients for the infusion of pain drugs, chemo-
therapy, antibiotics, antiviral or antifungal drugs as well
as for hydration and nutrition. In some cases, the cathe-
ters are required to remain in place for an extended period
of time.
[0003] As described in US Patents 9,220,869 and
8,778,387, it is known to apply a dressing to a patient’s
skin to cover a catheter insertion site at which a catheter
punctures a patient’s skin.
[0004] As described in US Patent 6,998,511, dressings
which cover catheters are generally known. The catheter
may be inserted at a site on the patient and the site may
be covered by the dressing. A window, or transparent
film, may be provided within the dressing for viewing of
the site.
[0005] As described in US Patent 7,812,212, it is
known to provide a dressing for protecting a catheter ac-
cess site as well as an implanted port at the site with a
tube from the port extending from under the dressing.
[0006] It is known that medical tubing connected to in-
dwelling catheters can be subjected to pulling forces
caused by patient movement or by snagging of the tubing
on other objects. These pulling forces might peel the
dressing securing the tubing and/or catheter, infusion
needle, etc. off of a patient’s skin thereby exposing the
catheter site, implanted port or an infusion needle. Also,
this may weaken the adhesion between the dressing and
the patient’s skin, potentially exposing the catheter site
to harmful bacteria.
[0007] It is an object of the invention to provide a dress-
ing for protecting a catheter site as well as a catheter
extending from the site.
[0008] It is another object of the invention to provide a
dressing for a catheter site that allows access to a cath-
eter extending from the site.
[0009] It is another object of the invention to provide a
dressing that maintains a catheter extending from a cath-
eter site in a sealed condition when not in use and which
allows ready access to the catheter when use is required.
[0010] It is another object of the invention to provide a
dressing for a catheter site that can be easily applied to
a patient and that is easy to manipulate to obtain access
to a sealed in place catheter.
[0011] Briefly, the invention provides a dressing for a
catheter site comprised of a base for adhering to a patient
with an opening for passage of a catheter from the cath-
eter site and a cover that can be folded over and secured
to the base to close in the catheter and that can be peeled
from the base to allow access to the catheter. The dress-
ing for a catheter site comprises a base having an adhe-
sive on an underside thereof for adhering to a patient and
an opening for passage of a catheter therethrough from

the catheter site; and a cover secured to said base for
movement between an opened position spaced from said
base and a closed position over said base, said cover
having a window for viewing of said base and a frame
secured about a periphery of said window with an adhe-
sive on an outer surface thereof for securement to said
base.
In one embodiment, the opening in said base is located
centrally of said base and said window of said cover is
located centrally of said cover.
In an embodiment, the window has a bubble for position-
ing over and encasing a catheter on said base.
In one embodiment, the base is made of a medical grade
polyethylene, the frame of the cover is made of medical
grade polyethylene and the window is made of poly-
urethane.
[0012] In an embodiment, the base of the dressing is
made of a sheet of medical grade polyethylene and has
an adhesive on an underside for adhering to a patient.
The base also has an opening for passage of a catheter
therethrough from the catheter site. In addition, a remov-
able silicone release liner is disposed over the adhesive
of the base or the adhesive of the sheet. Upon use of the
dressing, the release liner is manually removed, the
dressing applied against the skin of a patient to encom-
pass a catheter site and the catheter passed through the
opening of the base.
[0013] The dressing may also have a pad disposed on
the base over the opening therein for placement of a cath-
eter thereon. To this end, the pad has a slit extending
from one side thereof towards a central area thereof for
passage of a catheter line therethrough. The catheter
line also referred to the line of the catheter may then be
wound onto itself and placed on the pad.
[0014] In this embodiment, the cover is secured to the
base for movement between an opened position spaced
from the base and a closed position over the base and
over the wound-up catheter line on the pad.
[0015] In an embodiment, the base has a slit extending
from the opening to an edge of the base for passage of
a catheter line therethrough. In particular, the base has
a pair of sections defining an L-shape with said opening
being disposed in one of the sections and with the cover
extending from the one section. Furthermore, the dress-
ing can comprise a second cover of medical grade plastic
secured to the other of the sections of the base for move-
ment between an opened position spaced from the base
and a closed position over the base, the second cover
having a frame with an adhesive thereon for securement
to the base, a window within said frame for viewing the
base and a removable release strip over the adhesive of
the frame.
[0016] In an embodiment, the base has an enlarged
portion at one corner thereof and the cover has a tab for
disposition over and within said enlarged portion in the
closed position.
[0017] In an embodiment, the cover has a preformed
window of polyurethane of rectangular shape, a U-
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shaped polyethylene frame secured to a periphery of the
window and an adhesive on a surface thereof for secure-
ment to the base and a removable silicone release liner
disposed over the adhesive of the frame.
[0018] In an embodiment, the adhesive of the cover is
peelable from the adhesive of the base.
[0019] In an embodiment, the cover is secured to the
base for movement between an opened position spaced
from the base and a closed position over the base. One
side edge of the window can be secured to and over one
side of the sheet. The U-shaped polyethylene frame can
include a pair of parallel legs in abutment with the one
side of the sheet.
[0020] In an embodiment, the cover has a window for
viewing of the base and wound-up catheter line on the
pad and a frame secured about a periphery of the window
with an adhesive on an outer surface thereof for secure-
ment to the base. In addition, a removable silicone re-
lease liner is disposed over the adhesive of the frame.
[0021] In an embodiment, the window is made of a
breathable urethane. In particular, the window is made
of a breathable urethane with a preformed bubble for
encompassing a wound-up catheter line on the pad and
a peripheral flange surrounding the bubble. One side of
the flange is secured as by welding directly to the sheet
of polyethylene of the base to form a unitary structure.
[0022] In an embodiment, the frame is made of poly-
ethylene and is of U-shape that is secured to three sides
of the peripheral flange of the window in order to rigidify
the perimeter of the urethane window for alignment over
the base of the dressing.
[0023] In an embodiment, the frame of the cover has
an outwardly extending tab at one corner thereof for man-
ual peeling of the cover from the base from the closed
position to the opened position.
[0024] In an embodiment, the dressing comprises a
removable silicone release liner over the adhesive of the
frame.
[0025] In an embodiment, the dressing comprises a
removable silicone release liner over the adhesive of the
base.
[0026] In an embodiment, the dressing for a catheter
site has a catheter assembly with multiple catheters ex-
tending therefrom comprising a base having an adhesive
on an underside thereof for adhering to a patient, a pair
of sections defining an L-shape, an opening in one of
said sections for passage of a catheter line of the catheter
assembly therethrough from the catheter site and a slit
extending from said opening to an edge of the base for
passage of the catheter line therethrough to said open-
ing; a first cover of medical grade plastic secured to said
one section of the base for movement between an
opened position spaced from the base and a closed po-
sition over the base, the cover having a frame with an
adhesive thereon for securement to the base, a window
within the frame for viewing the base and the catheter
line thereon and a removable release strip over the ad-
hesive of the frame; and a second cover of medical grade

plastic secured to another section of the pair of sections
of the base for movement between an opened position
spaced from the base and a closed position over the
base, the cover having a frame with an adhesive thereon
for securement to the base, a window within the frame
for viewing the base and a multiple catheters of the cath-
eter assembly thereon and a removable release strip
over the adhesive of the frame.
[0027] In an embodiment, the second cover can overlie
one side of the first cover in sealed relation in the closed
position of the second cover.
[0028] In an embodiment, the frame of the first cover
can have an outwardly extending tab at one corner there-
of for manual peeling of the first cover from the base from
the closed position to the opened position and the second
cover has a first outwardly extending tab at a corner dis-
posed over the first cover in the closed position of the
second cover and a second outwardly extending tab at
a corner spaced from the first cover.
[0029] In an embodiment, the window of the first cover
can be made of urethane with a bubble for positioning
over a catheter line on the base.
[0030] In an embodiment, the window of the second
cover can be made of urethane with a bubble for posi-
tioning over multiple catheters of the catheter assembly
on the base.
[0031] In an embodiment one section of the base can
have an enlarged portion at one corner thereof and the
first cover can have a tab for disposition over and within
the enlarged portion in the closed position thereof.
[0032] Upon use of the dressing, after application of
the base to a patient and placement of the catheter line
on the pad, the release liner is manually removed from
the frame of the cover and the cover folded over the base
so that the U-shaped frame adheres to the base on three
sides in a sealed manner with the window encompassing
the wound-up catheter line on the pad. Since the window
is secured to the base on the fourth side, the wound-up
catheter line on the pad can be maintained in a sealed
condition.
[0033] In order to administer a drug, or solution or the
like to a patient, the cover of the dressing is peeled away
from the base while remaining hinged thereto to expose
the catheter line. The drug or solution may then be ad-
ministered into the catheter line in a conventional man-
ner. After delivery, the cover may be reclosed on the base
to again seal in the catheter line within the window.
[0034] Where a patient is "hooked" into an IV line or
the like for an extended time and there is a need to "un-
hook" the patient, for example, to take a shower, the cover
which is in the opened position while the patient is
"hooked in" is folded over the base into the closed posi-
tion to protect the catheter line during the shower.
[0035] The window of the dressing and the opening in
the base allows medical personnel to view the catheter
site from time to time.
[0036] In another embodiment, the dressing is made
for use with a catheter site having a catheter assembly
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with multiple catheters extending from a common hous-
ing which, in turn, is connected via a single line to the
catheter site.
[0037] In this embodiment, the base has a pair of sec-
tions defining an L-shape with an opening disposed in
one of the sections and with the cover extending from
this section. The base also has a slit extending from the
opening to an edge of the base for passage of a catheter
line of the catheter assembly. This embodiment is par-
ticularly useful for Peripherally Inserted Central Cathe-
ters known as PICCs.
[0038] The base is made of a sheet of medical grade
polyethylene with an adhesive on an underside for ad-
hering to a patient and a removable silicone release liner
disposed over the adhesive.
[0039] The cover is made as in the first embodiment
with a window and a frame secured about a periphery of
the window with an adhesive on an outer surface for se-
curement to the base and a removable silicone release
liner disposed over the adhesive.
[0040] Upon use of the dressing, the release liner is
manually removed from the base and the dressing ap-
plied against the skin of a patient to encompass the cath-
eter site and the line of the catheter assembly passed
through the slit in the base and into the opening of the
base. The release liner is then manually removed from
the frame of the cover and the cover folded over the base
so that the U-shaped frame adheres to the base on three
sides in a sealed manner with the window encompassing
the common housing of the catheter assembly. The mul-
tiple catheters of the assembly are then laid over the sec-
ond section of the base.
[0041] This embodiment also has a second cover of
like construction but a longer length secured to the sec-
ond section of the base for folding over the multiple cath-
eters. Upon use, after placement of the multiple catheters
on the second section of the base, the release liner of
the second cover is removed and the cover folded over
and adhered to the base to place the window of the cover
over the multiple catheters. At the same time, the frame
of the cover seals against the base as well as overlying
one side of the first cover in sealed relation.
[0042] The dressing of each embodiment may be
made so that base has an enlarged portion at one corner
and the cover(s) has a tab for disposition over and within
the enlarged portion in closed position of the cover. This
facilitates opening of the cover(s) away for the base with-
out risk of pulling the base from adhesion to a patient.
[0043] These and other objects and advantages of the
invention will become more apparent from the following
description taken in conjunction with the drawings where-
in:

Fig. 1 illustrates a top view of a dressing made with
a base and a cover in accordance with the invention;
Fig. 2 illustrates a top view of the base of the dressing
of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 illustrates a top view of the cover of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 illustrates an exploded view of the cover of
Fig. 3;
Fig. 5 illustrates a bottom view of the dressing of Fig.
4;
Fig. 6 illustrates a view of the dressing of Fig. 1 during
application to a patient;
Fig. 7 illustrates a view of the dressing of Fig. 4 ap-
plied to a catheter site with a catheter line extending
through an opening in the base;
Fig. 8 illustrates a view of the dressing of Fig. 4 with
a pad on the base;
Fig. 9 illustrates a view of a coiled catheter line on
the pad on the base in accordance with the invention;
Fig. 10 illustrates a view of the dressing of Fig. 4 with
the cover folded over the base;
Fig. 11 illustrates a view of the dressing of Fig. 4
during unpeeling of the cover from the base;
Fig. 12 illustrates a bottom view of a dressing in ac-
cordance with a second embodiment of the inven-
tion;
Fig. 13 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig. 12;
Fig. 14 illustrates a partial view of a catheter assem-
bly with multiple catheters extending from a common
housing;
Fig. 15 illustrates a view of the dressing of Figs. 12
and 13 during initial placement over the catheter as-
sembly of Fig. 14;
Fig. 16 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig.
12 prior to folding over of the first cover;
Fig. 17 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig.
12 after folding over of the first cover;
Fig. 18 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig.
12 after placement of the multiple catheters over the
base and prior to folding over of the second cover;
Fig. 19 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig.
12 during removal of the release liner and prior to
folding over of the second cover;
Fig. 20 illustrates a top view of the dressing of Fig.
12 after folding over of the second cover;
Fig. 21 illustrates a part cross-sectional view taken
on line 21-21 of Fig. 20;
Fig. 22 illustrates a view of a dressing similar to Fig.
10 with a base having an enlarged portion to receive
a tab of the cover; and
Fig. 23 schematically illustrates the dressing of Fig.
22 during opening of a cover.

Referring to Fig. 1, the dressing 20 comprises a base 21
and a cover 22 for movement between an opened posi-
tion spaced from the base 20 and a closed position over
the base 21.
[0044] Referring to Figs. 2 and 6, the base 21 is made
of a sheet 23 of medical grade polyethylene of generally
square or rectangular shape with a centrally located
opening 24 and has an adhesive 25 on an underside for
adhering to a patient. For example, the base 21 is a single
coated polyethylene tape 3M-1521.
[0045] In addition, the base 21 has a silicone coated
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release liner 26, such as, a 3M 1361, disposed over the
adhesive 25 of the sheet 23.
[0046] Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, the cover 22 has a
preformed transparent window 27 made of a breathable
urethane of a thickness of 2.5 mil with a preformed bubble
28 and a peripheral flange 29 surrounding the bubble 28.
[0047] As illustrated in Fig. 4, one side of the flange 29
is wider than the remaining three sides of the flange 29
for securement, as by welding, directly to the sheet 23
of polyethylene of the base 21 as illustrated in Fig. 1 to
form a unitary structure. In addition, one corner of the
flange 29 is formed as an outwardly projecting tab 30.
[0048] The cover 22 also has a U-shaped frame 31
secured to the flange 29 about three sides of the periph-
ery of the window 27 with an adhesive 32 on an outer
surface thereof for securement to the base 21. For ex-
ample, the frame 31 is made of a single coated polyeth-
ylene tape, e.g. a 3M 9860, of approximately 0.020 inches
thick to provide stability to the window 27.
[0049] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the frame 31 includes a
pair of parallel legs 33 that extend over only a portion of
the wider side of the flange 29 to be in abutment with a
side of the sheet 23 when the dressing 20 is assembled.
(See Fig. 1). The uncovered portion of this side of the
flange 29 thus forms a "hinge" for folding of the cover 22
onto and from the base 21.
[0050] The frame 31 also has a corner that is formed
as an outwardly projecting tab 34 that overlies the tab 30
of the window 27.
[0051] In addition, the cover 22 has a silicone coated
release liner 35, such as, a Kraft Liner 3M 9968, disposed
over the adhesive 32 of the frame 31. This liner 35 also
has a corner that is formed as an outwardly projecting
tab 36 that overlies the tab 30 of the window 27 and the
tab 34 of the frame 31.
[0052] Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, the release liner 26
of the base 21 is formed of three sections, namely a rec-
tangular central section 37 that is to be first removed
when applying the dressing 20 to a patient and two side
sections 38 that are to remain in place during initial place-
ment of the dressing 20 on a patient. The two side sec-
tions 38 allow a user to apply the dressing 20 to a patient
without needing to touch the adhesive 25 on the sheet 23.
[0053] Referring to Fig. 6, in order to apply the dressing
20 to a catheter site, the central section 37 of the release
liner 26 on the base 21 is removed.
[0054] Referring to Fig. 7, the dressing 20 is then
placed over the catheter site and the catheter 39 at the
catheter site is pulled through the opening 24 in the sheet
23, the remaining side sections 38 are then removed and
the base 21 is adhered to the patient (not shown).
[0055] Referring to Fig. 8, a soft foam comfort pad 40
may be disposed on the base 21 over the opening 24 for
placement of the catheter 39 thereon. As illustrated, the
pad 40 has a slit 41 extending from one side thereof to
a centrally located aperture 42 for passage of a catheter
line 43 of the catheter 39 therethrough to the aperture 42.
[0056] Referring to Fig. 9, after winding up of the cath-

eter line 43 of the catheter 39 and placement on the pad
40, the release liner 35 on the cover 22 is removed to
expose the adhesive 32 and the cover 22 folded over the
base 21 and pressed down on three sides.
[0057] Referring to Fig. 10, after folding onto the base
21, the cover 22 seals against three sides of the base 21
via the adhesive 32 while the fourth side of the base 21
is closed by the flange 29 of the window 27. At this time,
the coiled catheter line 43 is encompassed by the window
27 of the cover 22 and may be readily viewed.
[0058] Referring to Fig. 11, in order to uncover the cath-
eter line 43, the overlying tabs 30 (34) are manually
grasped and the cover 22 peeled back from the base 21.
After servicing, the catheter line 43 is again coiled onto
the pad 40 and the cover 22 folded back onto the base
21 to enclose the catheter line 43.
[0059] In order to administer a drug, or solution or the
like to a patient, the cover 22 of the dressing 20 is peeled
away from the base 21 while remaining hinged thereto
to expose the catheter line 43. The drug or solution may
then be administered into the catheter line 43 in a con-
ventional manner. After delivery, the cover 22 may be
reclosed on the base 21 to again seal in the catheter line
43 within the window 27.
[0060] Where a patient is "hooked" into an IV line or
the like for an extended time and there is a need to "un-
hook" the patient, for example, to take a shower, the cover
22 which is in the opened position while the patient is
"hooked in" is folded over the base 21 into the closed
position to protect the catheter line 43 during the shower.
[0061] Referring to Figs 12 and 13, wherein like refer-
ence characters indicate like parts as above, in another
embodiment, the dressing 44 includes a base 45 of L-
shape defining two sections 46, 47 with a first cover 48
secured to one section 46 of the base 45 and a second
cover 49 secured to the other section 47 of the base 45.
[0062] The base 45 is made of a sheet 23 of medical
grade polyethylene with an opening 24 and has an ad-
hesive 25 on an underside for adhering to a patient. In
addition, the base 45 has a silicone coated release liner
26, as above, disposed over the adhesive 25 of the sheet
23.
[0063] The section 46 to which the first cover 48 is se-
cured has a slit 50 extending from the opening 24 to an
edge of the base 45 for passage of a catheter line there-
through to the opening.
[0064] The first cover 48 is made in a similar manner
to the cover 22 described above with respect to Fig. 4
having a preformed transparent window 27 with a periph-
eral flange 29 about a bubble 28 and an outwardly pro-
jecting tab 30 on the flange 29, a U-shaped frame 31
secured about three sides of the periphery of the window
27 with an adhesive 32 (see Fig. 16) on an outer surface
thereof for securement to the base 45 and a removable
release liner 35 over the adhesive 32 on the frame 31.
[0065] The frame 31 also has a corner that is formed
as an outwardly projecting tab (not shown) that overlies
the tab 30 (see Fig. 12) of the window 27.
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[0066] In addition, the liner 35 also has a corner that
is formed as an outwardly projecting tab 36 (Fig. 13) that
overlies the tab 30 (Fig. 12) of the window 27 and the tab
of the frame 31.
[0067] The second cover 49 is similar to the first cover
48 having a preformed transparent window 27’ of medical
grade plastic with a peripheral flange 29’ about a bubble
28’, a U-shaped frame 31’ secured about three sides of
the periphery of the window 27’ with an adhesive 32 (see
Fig. 19) on an outer surface thereof for securement to
the base 45 and a removable release liner 35’ over the
adhesive 32 on the frame 31’.
[0068] The second cover 49 is of an elongated rectan-
gular shape and the window 27’ has a pair of outwardly
projecting tabs 30’ at two corners of the flange 29’.
[0069] The frame 31’ also has a pair of outwardly pro-
jecting tabs (not shown) at two corners that overlie the
tabs 30’ of the window 27’.
[0070] In addition, the liner 35’ also has a pair of out-
wardly projecting tabs 36’ at two corners that overlie the
tabs of the window 27’ and the tabs 30’ of the frame 31’.
[0071] Referring to Fig. 14, the catheter assembly 52
has multiple catheters 53 extending from a common
housing 54 which, in turn, is connected via a single line
55 to a catheter site (not shown).
[0072] Referring to Fig. 15, in use, the dressing 44 is
constructed to protect the catheter assembly 52 at a cath-
eter site, for example, on the arm of a patient.
[0073] As above, in order to apply the dressing 44 to
a catheter site, the release liner 26 on the base 45 is
removed (see Fig. 12), the dressing 44 is placed over
the catheter site and the catheter line 55 from the catheter
site is pulled through the slit 50 to the opening 24 in the
first section 46 of the sheet 23. At this time, the housing
54 is laid on the section 46 and the multiple catheters 53
laid across the section 46.
[0074] Next, as indicated in Fig. 16, the release liner
35 on the cover 48 is removed to expose the adhesive
32 on the frame 31 and the cover 48 folded over the base
45 and pressed down on three sides.
[0075] Referring to Fig. 17, after folding onto the base
45, the cover 48 seals against two sides of the base sec-
tion 46 via the adhesive 32 on the frame 31 and over the
multiple catheters 53 onto the base section 46. As illus-
trated, the flange 29 is wider on the side that holds the
lines of the catheters 53 in place. The wider flange in-
creases the adhesive surface area and makes the flange
stronger and holds the catheters more securely in place.
[0076] As illustrated, the cover 48 is of a length approx-
imately equal to the width of the section 46 of the sheet
23 of the base 45. Thus, the overlying tabs of the frame
31 and the window 27 project beyond the base section 46.
[0077] Referring to Figs. 18 and 19, thereafter, the mul-
tiple catheters 55 are laid over the second section 47 of
the sheet 23 of the base 45 and the release liner 35’
removed from the frame 31’ of the second cover 49 to
expose the adhesive 32’ thereon. Next, the second cover
49 is folded over the multiple catheters 55 to seal against

the second section 47 of the sheet 23 of the base 45.
[0078] As illustrated in Figs. 20 and 21, the frame 31’
not only seals against the second section 47 of the base
45 but also over the side of the first cover 48 covering
the multiple catheters 55 to seal any openings therebe-
tween. In addition, the tabs 30’ of the window 27’ extends
outwardly of the base 45.
[0079] Should a need arise to gain access to the cath-
eters 55, the second cover 49 is peeled away from the
closed position of Fig. 20 to an opened position such as
shown in Fig. 19. Thereafter, the second cover 49 is again
pressed onto the base 45 to seal the catheters 55 from
the surrounding environment.
[0080] Similarly, should a need arise to gain access to
the housing 54, both covers 48, 49 are peeled away to
opened positions.
[0081] Referring to Figs. 22 and 23 wherein like refer-
ence characters indicate like parts as above, the dressing
20 may be made with a base 21 having an enlarged por-
tion 21’ at one corner thereof and with the cover 22 having
a tab 22’ for disposition over and within the enlarged por-
tion 21’ in closed position (Fig. 22). The tab 22’ is release-
ably secured to the enlarged portion 21’ to remain flat
and secure. In order to open the dressing 20, the tab 22’
is peeled back from the base 21 (Fig. 23) while the user
holds the enlarged portion 21’ down against the patient.
Thus, the cover 22 may be peeled away for the base 21
without risk of pulling the base from adhesion to a patient.
[0082] The embodiment of Figs. 12 to 21 may be made
with similar tabs. For example, one section 46 of the base
45 may have an enlarged portion at one corner and the
first cover 48 would have a tab for disposition over and
within enlarged portion in the closed position thereof. The
other section 47 of the base 45 would have an enlarged
portion at the corner where the tab 30’ of the window 27’
and tab 36’ of the frame 35’ overlie the base section 47.
[0083] The invention thus provides a dressing that
maintains a catheter extending from a catheter site in a
sealed condition when not in use and which allows ready
access to the catheter when use is required. Further, the
invention provides a dressing that can be easily applied
to a patient, that is easy to manipulate to obtain access
to a sealed in place catheter and that protects a catheter
site as well as a catheter extending from the site.

Claims

1. A dressing (20, 44) for a catheter site comprising a
base (21, 45) having an adhesive (25) on an under-
side thereof for adhering to a patient and an opening
(24) for passage of a catheter therethrough from the
catheter site, said dressing (20, 44) being charac-
terized in having

a cover (22, 48) secured to said base (21, 45)
for movement between an opened position
spaced from said base (21, 45) and a closed
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position over said base (21,45), said cover (22,
48) having a window (27) for viewing of said base
(21) and a frame (31) secured about a periphery
of said window (27) with an adhesive (32) on an
outer surface thereof for securement to said
base (21, 45).

2. A dressing as set forth in claim 1 further character-
ized in said window (27) having a bubble (28) for
positioning over and encasing a catheter (39) on said
base (21, 45).

3. A dressing as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2 further
characterized in said base (45) having a (50) a slit
extending from said opening (24) to an edge of said
base (45) for passage of a catheter line (55) there-
through and a pair of sections (46,47) defining an L-
shape with said opening (24) being disposed in one
of said sections (46) and with said cover (48) extend-
ing from said one section (46).

4. A dressing as set forth in claim 3 further character-
ized in having a second cover (49) of medical grade
plastic secured to the other of said sections (47) of
said base (45) for movement between an opened
position spaced from said base (45) and a closed
position over said base (45), said second cover (49)
having a frame (31’) with an adhesive (32’) thereon
for securement to said base (45), a window (27’) with-
in said frame (31’) for viewing said base (45) and a
removable release strip 35’) over said adhesive (32’)
of said frame (31’).

5. A dressing as set forth in any of the preceding claims,
wherein said base (21, 45) has an enlarged portion
(21’) at one corner thereof and said cover (22, 48)
has a tab (22’) for disposition over and within said
enlarged portion (21’) in said closed position.

6. A dressing for a catheter site having a catheter as-
sembly (52) with multiple catheters (53) extending
therefrom characterized in said dressing (44) hav-
ing

a base (45) having an adhesive (25) on an un-
derside thereof for adhering to a patient, a pair
of sections (46, 47) defining an L-shape, an
opening (24) in one of said sections (46) for pas-
sage of a catheter line (55) of the catheter as-
sembly (52) therethrough from the catheter site
and a slit (50) extending from said opening (24)
to an edge of said base (45) for passage of the
catheter line (55) therethrough to said opening;
a first cover (48) of medical grade plastic se-
cured to said one section (46) of said base (45)
for movement between an opened position
spaced from said base (45) and a closed posi-
tion over said base (45), said first cover (48) hav-

ing a frame (29) with an adhesive (32) thereon
for securement to said base (45), a window (27)
within said frame (29) for viewing said base (45)
and the catheter line (55) thereon and a remov-
able release strip (35) over said adhesive (32)
of said frame (29); and
a second cover (49) of medical grade plastic se-
cured to another section (47) of said pair of sec-
tions (46, 47) of said base (45) for movement
between an opened position spaced from said
base (45) and a closed position over said base
(45), said cover (49) having a frame (31’) with
an adhesive (32’) thereon for securement to said
base (45), a window (27’) within said frame (31’)
for viewing said base (45) and multiple catheters
(53) of the catheter assembly (52) thereon and
a removable release strip (35’) over said adhe-
sive (32’) of said frame (31’).
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