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(57) A hearing aid device for augmenting environ-
ment sounds to alleviate a hearling loss of the user. The
hearing aid device comprises a sensor to sense an input

from the user in order to change one or more operating
parameters of the hearing aid.



EP 3 264 798 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to various meth-
ods and devices configured to control one or more set-
tings of a hearing device such as a hearing aid.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Hearing devices configured to be positioned at
the ear of a user, such as in the ear canal or behind the
pinna, are intended to be small and inconspicuous. The
user/wearer is usually not interested in other people no-
ticing that the wearer is wearing a hearing aid, thus a
reducing of the size of the hearing aid is important. How-
ever, when reducing the size of the housing of the hearing
aid, the surface area reduces and the possibilities of plac-
ing useful input devices, such as buttons etc. is reduced.
However, the user still needs an interface e.g. for set-
ting/changing the volume or having the hearing aid enter
a low power mode, such as flight mode. Therefore alter-
native ways of providing input to the processor of a hear-
ing device is needed. The proposed methods for control-
ling the hearing device has an advantage over e.g. voice
control, as the user controls, e.g. by blowing, tapping,
touching, magnetic stimulation or head movements as
will be discussed below, is inaudible and hereby more
discreet.
[0003] Even though using a remote control would be
a possibility, such a device is not always available. This
disclosure also addresses the case where a remote con-
trol is not available Therefore, there is a need to provide
a solution that addresses at least some of the above-
mentioned problems. The present disclosure provides at
least an alternative to the prior art.
[0004] The document US 2014/321682 disclose a port-
able hearing assistance device comprises an input unit,
an output unit, a forward path between the input unit and
the output unit, and an energy source for energizing com-
ponents of the hearing assistance device. The hearing
assistance device further comprises a control unit to con-
trol activation (or deactivation) of a low-power mode of
operation of the hearing assistance device.
[0005] The document WO 2014/108576 disclose a
hearing assistance system comprising a handheld audio
signal transmission unit for transmitting an audio signal
via a wireless link to at least one receiver unit for reception
of audio signals from the transmission unit via the wire-
less link, and means for stimulating the hearing of a user
according to an audio signal supplied from the receiver
unit.
[0006] The document US 2006/210104 disclose a user
interface for remotely controlling the operational state of
a hearing device positioned in the ear canal. The interface
comprises a controller, a switch coupled to the controller
and an audio port coupled to the controller. The controller
switches between the operational states of a hearing de-

vice having at least a first and a second operational state,
such as an off-state, an on-state. The switch receives
inputs from the user to change the operational state of
the hearing device and is actuable by an external mag-
netic field source held in the hand of the user within a
selected proximity envelope from the switch. The con-
troller switches between the states responsive to a pat-
tern of movement of the magnetic field source made rel-
ative to the proximity envelope. The audio port produces
an audio output indicating to the user the operational
state of the hearing device.
[0007] The document EP 2 991 380 discloses a hear-
ing assistance device adapted for being located in or at
a specific one of a left or a right ear of a user, and com-
prising an input unit for receiving an input signal and an
output unit for providing an output signal. The document
discloses a scheme for detecting left/right placement of
a hearing device.

SUMMARY

[0008] According to an aspect, the present disclosure
relates to hearing aids having a sensor for sensing a
physical parameter and operating the hearing aid based
on signals from the sensor.
[0009] In a first aspect the present disclosure relates
to a hearing aid. The hearing aid may comprise an input
transducer providing an electrical signal in response to
receiving acoustic signals from the environment. The in-
put transducer may be a microphone system, such as a
directional microphone system, adaptable directional mi-
crophone system or the like, alternatively an external de-
vice transmitting a signal to the hearing aid, which the
hearing aid is then to present to the wearer. The hearing
aid may comprise a processor adapted to apply a signal
processing algorithm to the electrical signal to compen-
sate for a user’s specific hearing loss. The hearing loss
is usually determined earlier by a trained professional,
or may be determined using automated computer soft-
ware. The hearing aid may comprise an output transduc-
er outputting the processed signal which the user then
perceives as sound. This may be acoustic signal pre-
sented to the ear canal, vibrational signal presented via
a bone-anchored system, an electrical signal applied di-
rectly to the cochlea of the wearer. The hearing aid may
comprise a wireless interface adapted to communicate
with an external device. The wireless interface may in-
clude one or more antennae and/or inductive coils for
communicating at an appropriate frequencies, e.g.
around 2.4 GHz or lower frequencies for the inductive
communication, e.g. around 500 MHz. Having different
types of antenna allows for communication at multiple
frequencies, e.g. one type for communicating between
devices positioned at respective opposite ears and one
type for communicating with external devices. The com-
munication may be conducted using protocols such as
Bluetooth or proprietary protocols, or even a mix of pro-
tocols. The hearing aid may comprise a sensor adapted
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to provide a signal representing a physical parameter.
The sensor may be of a suitable type such as discussed
elsewhere in the present specification. The hearing aid
may comprise a controller configured to control the op-
eration of the processor receiving the electrical signal
and the controller being adapted to provide a control sig-
nal based on the signal from the sensor, the controller
changing the state of the processor and/or the wireless
interface based on the control signal. The processor is
preferably a digital processor specifically intended for sig-
nal processing. The processor may physically be part of
a lager application specific integrated circuit, ASIC,
where e.g. multiple processors are integrated in one com-
ponent. The controller may be operated in any of a range
of modes, e.g. by setting a threshold before changing
state for the controlled setting. The controller may utilize
multiple thresholds, and/or multiple sensors may be
used. Other types of triggers may be implemented.
[0010] The setting may be one or more of volume, pro-
gram, noise reduction, feedback management, wired or
wireless connection, flight mode or any other suitable
setting in a hearing aid.
[0011] The sensor used may be a tilt sensor adapted
to sense the hearing aid being tilted in one, two or three
axis and generate a corresponding tilt sensor signal. Us-
ing a tilt sensor allows the user to control the setting by
tilting the hearing aid, which may be done inconspicu-
ously.
[0012] The sensor may include a radar chip configured
to transmit and receive high frequency radar signals, this
may include sensing Doppler shift and/or reflected sig-
nals to determine or detect user input in the form of e.g.
hand gestures. Using low power signals it could be pos-
sible to limit the detection of gestures to close proximity,
which could help reduce false-positives and inadvertently
change settings in the hearing aid that was not intended
to be set or changed.
[0013] The radar sensor may be used for detecting fin-
er gestures such as finger movements at further distanc-
es, thus allowing for more discretion.
[0014] One further advantage of the use of radar in-
cludes reduction in unwanted noise arising from physical
contact with the hearing aid, e.g. when pressing a button
or the like physical interaction with the hearing aid. This
could be beneficial in situations where the environment
is quiet and physically contacting the hearing aid with
one or more fingers would cause noise which would have
to be dealt with in a noise cancellation processor. Further,
the use of radar alleviates dexterity issues which prevent
some users from locating the hearing aid at the ear or
from locating and pressing a button on the hearing aid.
It also reduces or eliminates the need for having to use
a remote control, e.g. an app, which some people may
find obtrusive or too complicated.
[0015] The hearing aid having an integrated radar
could regularly emit radio waves while sensing and in-
terpreting reflections. This could include different hand
gestures and fine finger movements to indicate instruc-

tions relating to different hearing aid functions, e.g.
change to next program, increase microphone input sen-
sitivity, increase output volume, decrease tinnitus sound
generator volume, activate omnidirectional mode,
change noise reduction algorithm, etc. These gestures,
and also the other mentioned throughout the present dis-
closure could be programmed by a hearing care profes-
sional who provides e.g. a list of gestures to the end user
in a clinic, alternatively, or in addition to that, the user
could program gestures personally, e.g. via an interactive
session using a smartphone or tablet or other electronic
device with a screen. This screen could be used to illus-
trate to the user a range of suitable gestures that the
system easily recognise.
[0016] The sensor may be used for volume control of
the hearing aid or wherein the sensor may used for op-
erating the wireless interface to a low power or off state.
Some of the most often used commands or controls in-
clude turning volume up or down and it would be advan-
tageous to provide a hearing aid to a user where this
command can be executed in a discrete, inconspicuous
way, and often the use of a remote device is not possible
or would also be annoying to the user as it would direct
the users attention to a separate device which other peo-
ple could conceive as impolite e.g. during a conversation.
[0017] A predefined motion pattern may be stored in
the hearing aid and a sensor controller could be adapted
to analyze signals from the sensor in order to recognize
motions of the hearing aid corresponding to the prede-
fined motion pattern. The sensor controller could be part
of the controller configured for controlling the operation
of the processor or it could be.
[0018] The predefined motion pattern may include two
or more movements measured in one, two or three axis.
In this context the motion may be acceleration, displace-
ment, orientation or any combinations thereof. The spe-
cific pattern may be configurable, e.g. defined by the user
him or herself.
[0019] The sensor may be a wind noise detector, which
may be connected to the input transducer and configured
to detect the presence of wind noise in the electrical sig-
nal, the controller may then be configured to changing
the state of the digital processor and/or the wireless in-
terface based on the presence of a wind noise pattern.
The wind noise detection may be based on calculation
of correlation between two or more microphone signals,
or any other suitable way of detecting wind noise.
[0020] The wind noise pattern may comprises one,
two, three, four or more short bursts of air. The pattern
could be used as input by having the user blowing air at
a microphone assembly.
[0021] In addition to the sensor mentioned above, the
hearing aid may comprise a second sensor, wherein the
second sensor is then configured or adapted to sense a
physical parameter different from the physical parameter
sensed by the sensor and the controller is configured to
control the operation of the hearing aid based on the sig-
nal from the sensor and the second sensor. The sensor
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may then be termed a first sensor. Having two sensors,
or more, sensing different physical parameters allow
even more complex patterns to be defined, which con-
sequently may reduce the risk of false positive input de-
tection, which e.g. could be an adjustment of volume even
though it was not intended at that particular point in time.
[0022] The physical parameter may include movement
along and/or rotation about an axis. This could include
shaking or tilting or pushing or rotation the housing of the
hearing aid.
[0023] The physical parameter may include a param-
eter characterizing a magnetic field, and the hearing aid
may then include a magnetic field detector providing a
corresponding signal. This could be a coil outputting an
electrical signal based on received magnetic field.
[0024] The hearing aid may be configured to detect
presence or absence of a static or varying magnetic field
and/or the duration of presence and/or absence of the
static or varying magnetic field and/or frequency of the
varying magnetic field.
[0025] An aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
container configured for storing a hearing aid according
to any aspect of the present disclosure, wherein the con-
tainer comprises a compartment for holding the hearing
aid, a magnet arranged to provide a magnetic field inside
the compartment so that when the sensor in the hearing
aid is exposed to the magnetic field the hearing aid is
operation accordingly.
[0026] The magnet in the container may provide a per-
manent or variable magnetic field. A permanent magnetic
field may e.g. be established by a permanent magnet in
the container. A variable magnetic field may e.g. be es-
tablished by a coil connected to appropriate controller.
[0027] An aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
binaural hearing system comprising a first and a second
hearing aid according to the any aspect of the present
disclosure, wherein during normal operation of the first
and second hearing aid in the binaural hearing system,
both first and second hearing aid are adapted to transmit
information on detected tilt to the respective other hearing
aid so that a decision on turning volume up or down in
both hearing aids is made depending on a combination
of detected tilt in the hearing aid and detected tilt infor-
mation being received.
[0028] In a further aspect, the present disclosure re-
lates to a hearing aid with an adaptable directional mi-
crophone system, wherein the hearing aid comprises a
sensor for detecting and/or sensing the present orienta-
tion of the hearing aid and/or a change in orientation of
the hearing aid, and the adaptable microphone system
being configured to be operated based on the sensed or
detected orientation so that when the sensed or detected
orientation corresponds to the hearing instrument being
worn at an ear of a user in a substantial horizontally ori-
entation, the adaptable directional microphone system
is enabled, and when the sensed or detected orientation
corresponds to the hearing instrument being worn and
not in a substantial horizontally orientation, the adaptable

directional microphone system is operated in an omnidi-
rectional mode.
[0029] Directionality in hearing aid instruments is most
useful in the horizontal orientation as most sounds of
interest are found in this direction. Typically noise reduc-
tion is only needed when the hearing aid instruments are
pointing in the horizontal direction. If, for instance, the
user is looking upwards or downwards, speech intelligi-
bility in noise is typically not the main issue. In such sit-
uations, directional noise reduction is thus often not de-
sirable, and omnidirectional listening is often preferred.
Hearing aid instruments including a sensor or detector,
such as an accelerometer, may be utilize such a sensor
or detector to control whether noise reduction is needed
or not. Basically, if the hearing aid instrument or instru-
ments do not point in the horizontal direction, directional
noise reduction may be disabled.
[0030] For instance, when the person wearing one or
two hearing aids, is walking or sitting, it is assumed that
situations arises where enhancing sounds from a special
direction is desirable, e.g. from another person talking
while sitting or standing in the vicinity. However, if the
person wearing hearing aids are looking up, e.g. into the
sky, or even lying down, it may be assumed that sounds
from the environment does not need a special direction
to be enhanced, the person could e.g. be sleeping in a
quiet room when lying down.
[0031] This aspect could be described as a method for
operating a hearing aid, the hearing aid having an adapt-
able directional microphone system and a sensor con-
figured for sensing the orientation of the hearing aid dur-
ing use, and the method includes adapting the adaptable
directional microphone system based on a signal from
the sensor. The sensor could be any of the types of sen-
sors disclosed herein, and provide a signal indicative of
the orientation of the hearing aid. The signal could be
compared to a threshold. This could be useful to deter-
mine if, e.g. a longitudinal axis of the hearing aid, is out-
side a predetermined orientation, e.g. limited by a cone
relative to e.g. vertical. The cone could represent an un-
certainty limit, or simply a threshold, where, when the
orientation is within this cone, the assumption is that the
hearing aid is orientated vertically. There could be de-
fined more than one threshold, so that more than two
functions may be switched between. More than one
threshold or level could be used for defining a degree of
switching between directional and omnidirectional oper-
ation of the microphone system. The progression from
full directional operation to full omnidirectional could in-
clude several steps where a directional signal is mixed
with an omnidirectional signal. Examples include 10%
omnidirectional and 90% directional signal, 50% of each
of the omnidirectional and the directional signal, 90% om-
nidirectional and 10% directional signal, or other combi-
nations. A number of thresholds, e.g. 10, could be de-
fined, where each specific step is translated into a specific
mixture of omnidirectional and directional signal, e.g. in
the case of 10 thresholds each step could correspond to
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a change of 10% mixture, so that between 0 and 10 de-
grees corresponds to 100% of either one of the omnidi-
rectional or directional signal. Other combinations of
steps and thresholds are also possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0032] The aspects of the disclosure may be best un-
derstood from the following detailed description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying figures. The figures
are schematic and simplified for clarity, and they just
show details to improve the understanding of the claims,
while other details are left out. Throughout, the same
reference numerals are used for identical or correspond-
ing parts. The individual features of each aspect may
each be combined with any or all features of the other
aspects. These and other aspects, features and/or tech-
nical effect will be apparent from and elucidated with ref-
erence to the illustrations described hereinafter in which:

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a hearing aid of a
RITE-type,
Fig. 2 schematically illustrates a hearing aid of a
BTE-type,
Fig. 3 schematically illustrates elements of a hearing
aid,
Figs. 4 and 5 schematically illustrates elements of a
hearing aid comprising a wind noise detector,
Figs. 6 schematically illustrates using a sensor for
disabling wireless functions in a hearing aid instru-
ment,
Fig. 7 schematically illustrates using a magnetic sen-
sor in a period of time for disabling functions in a
hearing aid instrument,
Fig. 8 schematically illustrates using a sensor for
muting a hearing aid instrument,
Fig. 9 and 10 schematically illustrated using a wind
noise detector in a hearing aid for controlling the
hearing aid,
Fig. 11 schematically illustrates head movement, or
hand movement, for control of a hearing aid,
Fig. 12 schematically illustrates details of moving a
hearing aid instrument for controlling functions in the
hearing aid instrument,
Fig. 13 schematically illustrates a hearing aid instru-
ment user with a hearing aid instrument,
where the user is walking with his head in an up-right
position,
Fig. 14 schematically illustrates a hearing aid instru-
ment user with a hearing aid instrument,
where the user is walking with his head in a tilted
position,
Fig. 15 schematically illustrates a hearing aid instru-
ment user with a hearing aid instrument, where the
user lying down, and
Fig. 16 schematically illustrates two hearing aid in-
struments where mutual magnetic fields are used for
controlling functions in each of the hearing aid in-

struments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0033] The detailed description set forth below in con-
nection with the appended drawings is intended as a de-
scription of various configurations. The detailed descrip-
tion includes specific details for the purpose of providing
a thorough understanding of various concepts. However,
it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that these
concepts may be practiced without these specific details.
Several aspects of the apparatus and methods are de-
scribed by various blocks, functional units, modules,
components, circuits, steps, processes, algorithms, etc.
(collectively referred to as "elements"). Depending upon
particular application, design constraints or other rea-
sons, these elements may be implemented using elec-
tronic hardware, computer program, or any combination
thereof.
[0034] The electronic hardware may include micro-
processors, microcontrollers, digital signal processors
(DSPs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), pro-
grammable logic devices (PLDs), gated logic, discrete
hardware circuits, and other suitable hardware config-
ured to perform the various functionality described
throughout this disclosure. Computer program shall be
construed broadly to mean instructions, instruction sets,
code, code segments, program code, programs, subpro-
grams, software modules, applications, software appli-
cations, software packages, routines, subroutines, ob-
jects, executables, threads of execution, procedures,
functions, etc., whether referred to as software, firmware,
middleware, microcode, hardware description language,
or otherwise.
[0035] A hearing aid is adapted to improve or augment
the hearing capability of a user by receiving an acoustic
signal from a user’s surroundings, generating a corre-
sponding audio signal, possibly modifying the audio sig-
nal and providing the possibly modified audio signal as
an audible signal to at least one of the user’s ears. A
"hearing device" may further refer to a device such as an
earphone or a headset adapted to receive an audio signal
electronically, possibly modifying the audio signal and
providing the possibly modified audio signals as an au-
dible signal to at least one of the user’s ears. Such audible
signals may be provided in the form of an acoustic signal
radiated into the user’s outer ear, or an acoustic signal
transferred as mechanical vibrations to the user’s inner
ears through bone structure of the user’s head and/or
through parts of middle ear of the user or electric signals
transferred directly or indirectly to cochlear nerve and/or
to auditory cortex of the user.
[0036] The hearing device, specifically the hearing aid,
is adapted to be worn in any known way. This may include
i) arranging a unit of the hearing device behind the ear
with a tube leading air-borne acoustic signals into the ear
canal or with a receiver/ loudspeaker arranged close to
or in the ear canal such as in a Behind-the-Ear type hear-
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ing aid, and/ or ii) arranging the hearing device entirely
or partly in the pinna and/ or in the ear canal of the user
such as in a In-the-Ear type hearing aid or In-the-Canal/
Completely-in-Canal type hearing aid, the hearing device
may comprise an input transducer positioned at the ear
canal and/or an input transducer positioned behind the
pinna , or iii) arranging a unit of the hearing device at-
tached to a fixture implanted into the skull bone such as
in Bone Anchored Hearing Aid or Cochlear Implant, or
iv) arranging a unit of the hearing device as an entirely
or partly implanted unit such as in Bone Anchored Hear-
ing Aid or Cochlear Implant.
[0037] A "hearing system" refers to a system compris-
ing one or two hearing devices, and a "binaural hearing
system" refers to a system comprising two hearing de-
vices where the devices are adapted to cooperatively
provide audible signals to both of the user’s ears. The
hearing system or binaural hearing system may further
include auxiliary device(s) that communicates with at
least one hearing device, the auxiliary device affecting
the operation of the hearing devices and/or benefitting
from the functioning of the hearing devices. A wired or
wireless communication link between the at least one
hearing device and the auxiliary device is established
that allows for exchanging information (e.g. control and
status signals, possibly audio signals) between the at
least one hearing device and the auxiliary device. Such
auxiliary devices may include at least one of remote con-
trols, remote microphones, audio gateway devices, mo-
bile phones, public-address systems, car audio systems
or music players or a combination thereof. The audio
gateway is adapted to receive a multitude of audio signals
such as from an entertainment device like a TV or a music
player, a telephone apparatus like a mobile telephone or
a computer, a PC. The audio gateway is further adapted
to select and/or combine an appropriate one of the re-
ceived audio signals (or combination of signals) for trans-
mission to the at least one hearing device. The remote
control is adapted to control functionality and operation
of the at least one hearing devices. The function of the
remote control may be implemented in a SmartPhone or
other electronic device, the SmartPhone/ electronic de-
vice possibly running an application that controls func-
tionality of the at least one hearing device.
[0038] In general, a hearing device includes i) an input
unit such as a microphone for receiving an acoustic signal
from a user’s surroundings and providing a correspond-
ing input audio signal, and/or ii) a receiving unit for elec-
tronically receiving an input audio signal. The hearing
device further includes a signal processing unit for
processing the input audio signal and an output unit for
providing an audible signal to the user in dependence on
the processed audio signal.
[0039] The input unit may include multiple input micro-
phones, e.g. for providing direction-dependent audio sig-
nal processing. Such directional microphone system is
adapted to enhance a target acoustic source among a
multitude of acoustic sources in the user’s environment.

In one aspect, the directional system is adapted to detect
(such as adaptively detect) from which direction a par-
ticular part of the microphone signal originates. This may
be achieved by using conventionally known methods.
The signal processing unit may include amplifier that is
adapted to apply a frequency dependent gain to the input
audio signal. The signal processing unit may further be
adapted to provide other relevant functionality such as
compression, noise reduction, etc. The output unit may
include an output transducer such as a loudspeaker/ re-
ceiver for providing an air-borne acoustic signal transcu-
taneously or percutaneously to the skull bone or a vibrator
for providing a structure-borne or liquid-borne acoustic
signal. In some hearing devices, the output unit may in-
clude one or more output electrodes for providing the
electric signals such as in a Cochlear Implant.
[0040] Now referring to Fig. 1, which illustrates a hear-
ing aid 10 according to an aspect of the disclosure. The
hearing aid comprises an input transducer 12, here in
the form of a directional microphone system based on
two omnidirectional microphones, but the input transduc-
er could also be based on other systems such as wireless
reception of audio signals. Further, the input transducer
could be based on a combination of at least one micro-
phone positioned in the housing behind the ear, and at
least one microphone positioned in the in-the-canal part.
Further alternatively, the input transducer could be a re-
mote device transmitting an audio signal to the hearing
aid 10, such as a mobile phone, a wirelessly connected
microphone, an announcement system or PA system.
When the input transducer includes a wireless interface,
the transmission may be based on inductive or radio fre-
quency transmission, e.g. Bluetooth or the like, or any
other suitable type of transmission.
[0041] The input transducer generally provides an
electrical signal in response to receiving acoustic signals
from the environment. The hearing aid further comprises
a processor adapted to apply a signal processing algo-
rithm to the electrical signal to compensate for the user’s
specific hearing loss. This hearing loss is preferably de-
termined by a health care professional conducting a
range of tests, e.g. listening tests and the like.
[0042] The processor could be a special purpose dig-
ital processor, often referred to as an ASIC (application
specific integrated circuit), or be based on a general pur-
pose processor with specialized software, i.e. embedded
software.
[0043] The hearing aid further comprises an output
transducer outputting the processed signal which the us-
er then perceives as sound. Here the output transducer
is a speaker which provides an acoustic signal received
by the user’s tympanic membrane, but could alternatively
be a bone conducted signal or a signal provides to the
user via a cochlea implant. The hearing aid further com-
prises a wireless interface adapted to communicate with
an external device. This could be based on inductive
communication or high frequency communication, such
as 2.4 GHz. Further, the hearing aid could comprise both
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inductive communication and high frequency communi-
cation transceivers.
[0044] The data communicated to and from the hearing
aid may include data based on Bluetooth, such as Blue-
tooth low-energy or other suitable data protocol or pro-
tocols.
[0045] Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a hearing aid 10
having a housing 12 configured to be positioned behind
the ear, i.e. between the pinna and the head, of a user.
The housing 12 is connected via a connecting element
14 to an in the ear part configured to be positioned at
least partly in the ear canal of the user. This in-the-ear
part 16 comprises an output transducer, here a speaker.
In some instances the in-the-ear part 16 may further com-
prise one, two or even more, microphones. The micro-
phone or microphones may be oriented towards the en-
vironment and/or the inner ear/ear drum. The connecting
element 14 comprises two wires for transmitting an elec-
tric signal to the output transducer so as to play sound
to the user. The housing 12 comprises the majority of the
electronic components of the hearing aid 10, such as
power supply, digital processors, analogue to digital con-
verters, wireless interface etc. The two wires in the con-
necting element 14 may be used as at least part of an
antenna arrangement, e.g. for 2.4 GHz communication.
Additional components may be present in the connecting
element, e.g. a third wire wound around the two wires
carrying the audio signal.
[0046] Fig. 2 schematically illustrates a hearing aid 10’
having a housing 12’ configured to be positioned behind
the ear, i.e. between the pinna and the head, of a user.
The housing 12’ is connected via a connecting element
14’ to an in the ear part configured to be positioned at
least partly in the ear canal of the user. The housing 12’
comprises an output transducer to provide an acoustic
signal. The in-the-ear part 16’ comprises a plug, or ear
mold, for retaining the in-the-ear part in the opening of
the ear canal. The connecting element 14’ comprises a
tube for conducting sound from the housing to the ear
canal of the user so as to play sound to the user. The
housing 12’ comprises the majority of the electronic com-
ponents of the hearing aid 10, such as an output trans-
ducer in the form of a speaker, a power supply, digital
processors, analogue to digital converters, wireless in-
terface etc. The connecting element 14’ may include at
least one wire used as at least part of an antenna ar-
rangement, e.g. for 2.4 GHz communication or the like.
Additional components may be present in the connecting
element.
[0047] The hearing aid 14, 14’ comprises a sensor
adapted to provide a signal representing a physical pa-
rameter. This is schematically illustrated in Fig. 3, where
an input transducer 18 is connected to a processor 20.
The processor 20 performs audio processing, such as
frequency specific amplification and/or frequency trans-
positioning, feedback management, noise reduction etc.
The processor 20 may be embodied by more than one
signal physical element each performing one or more

functions. The processed signal from the processor 20
is forwarded to an output transducer 22. The output trans-
ducer 22 may, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, be positioned
in a hearing aid housing or an in-the-ear part or even be
an implanted device implanted in the head of the user.
[0048] A sensor 24 is provided and configured to sense
one or more physical parameters. The sensor 24 pro-
vides a corresponding sensor signal representing the
physical parameter sensed.
[0049] One option is to sense tilt, or inclination, in one
or more directions. This will allow the sensor to detect
that the hearing aid that include the elements of Fig. 3 is
tilted and/or moved.
[0050] The sensor 24 is connected to an evaluation
circuit or controller 26. The controller 26 analyses the
signal from the sensor 24. The analysis includes com-
paring/matching the signal to one or more predefined pat-
terns. When the sensor is, or includes, sensing motion,
the pattern is, or includes, a motion pattern. A pattern
could be a number of, repeated, tilt motions in a specific
direction within a given time frame or with defined inter-
vals, e.g. three tilts within 2 seconds. In the present con-
text this will mean that the user, while wearing the hearing
aid, may wish to e.g. change the volume/amplification,
such as turn the volume up or down, and may do this by
moving his or her hand to the hearing aid and gently
pushing and/or pulling the device so that it tilts or pivots
near its position on the pinna e.g. three times. This motion
pattern is then recorded by the sensor and analyzed by
the controller. When a decision can be made that a spe-
cific motion pattern was executed by the user this is trans-
lated to a control signal applied to the processor 20.
[0051] In some instances the hearing aid may be pro-
grammed, e.g. wirelessly, to perform different functions,
e.g. the input sensor may be performed to perform a dif-
ferent task, sometimes it may be desirable to have the
input perform volume change, while sometimes it may
be more desired to perform program change or other
functions. This could be selected using a remote device,
such as a smartphone having a graphical user interface
that the user then selects the desired function, e.g. for a
specified period of time.
[0052] In Fig. 3 a wireless interface 28 is illustrated in
dashed lines as this is optional to the hearing aid.
[0053] Generally, the signal from the sensor is ana-
lyzed to determine if the (if any) pattern in the sensor
signal corresponds to a predefined pattern associated
with a corresponding command, e.g. turn the volume up
or down, or turn off or turn on a specific function, e.g.
turning the wireless interface into a low power mode or
off mode, such as a flight mode. The analysis may include
the use of neural networks and/or fuzzy logic for decision
making.
[0054] The patterns are provided from an external
source and may be a set of standards defined by e.g. the
supplier, but may alternatively comprise or be completely
defined by the user. This could be done during the indi-
vidualization process of the hearing aid, often referred to
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as the fitting procedure.
[0055] The tilt sensor could be a MEMS-based single-
axis or dual-axis tilt sensor module. Further, the sensor
could include internal signal conditioning. The tilt sensor
may include mercury switches, tilt switches or rolling ball
sensors, an accelerometer, or may be a composite sen-
sor comprising a number of tilt sensors to measure e.g.
along/in several axis simultaneously. The sensor may
advantageously be temperature-compensated so that
temperature changes emanating from the closeness to
the users head is minimized.
[0056] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a magnetic sensor, such as an Ani-
sotropic Magneto-Resistive magnetic sensor, where the
resistance of the sensor varies with the applied magnetic
field. This could for instance be used to detect that the
user places the hearing aid near a static or varying mag-
netic field, such as produced by a wireless charging de-
vice or a permanent magnet. The user could carry a small
permanent magnet device for this purpose. A device for
storing and charging the hearing aid could include a per-
manent or varying field magnet to communicate with the
sensor, whereby the sensor is able to detect that the hear-
ing aid has been placed for recharging.
[0057] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a capacitive sensor, where the ca-
pacitance changes when e.g. one or more fingers ap-
proach the hearing aid. A combination of a capacitive
sensor and a tilt or inclination sensor could be beneficial
in reducing the processing to periods only when the pres-
ence or proximity of a finger is detected by the capacitive
sensor.
[0058] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a wind noise detector. The wind noise
detector is then either connected to its own wind noise
detection input transducer, or receives or eavesdrops on
the signal from the input transducer 18. The wind noise
detector is configured to analyze the audio signal to de-
tect the presence, and/or absence, of wind noise. This
results in a wind noise pattern which is then analyzed to
determine if the wind noise pattern corresponds to a pre-
defined pattern associated with a corresponding com-
mand as discussed above.
[0059] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a temperature sensor. The temper-
ature sensor may be used to detect touching of the hear-
ing aid, as a, albeit short, touch of a finger will cause a
slight increase in temperature. The temperature sensor
should be placed near the housing surface in a part easily
accessible to a finger while the hearing aid is mounted
at the pinna. As with the capacitive sensor, the temper-
ature sensor may be combined with e.g. the tilt sensor
to reduce the number of false detections of movement.
[0060] The sensor may also be combined with micro-
phone signals, as fingers moving across the instrument
will not only affect the capacitive sensor, but also make
an audible near-field sound, which can be detected in
the microphone signal.

[0061] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a flex sensor in the RITE wire/tubing..
As the sensor is flexed, the resistance across the sensor
increases, alternatively decreases, and thereby provide
an indication to the controller that the connector 14, i.e.
either the RITE-wire and/or tube, is bend. This input is
then used for the controller to detect patterns.
[0062] In an alternative, or in addition to the above, the
sensor may include a force sensitive resistor, which will
vary its resistance depending on how much pressure is
being applied to the sensing area. This may be a good
alternative to a button as the user may squeeze the hous-
ing to provide his input. This input is then used for the
controller to detect patterns.
[0063] Further, the strength of the magnetic signal may
be used as an indication for proximity of the other hearing
aid. When the two hearing aids of a binaural hearing sys-
tem are placed at the respective ear the magnetic signal
is at a first level and when the two hearing aids are placed
closely together the magnetic signal is at a second, higher
level. This level could then also be used as an input for
the controller. Patterns could include the two hearing aids
being repeatedly brought close and further away, e.g.
three times close together could indicate that the hearing
aids should enter a low power mode. The level could be
an expression of the magnetic link strength.
[0064] A controller 26 controlling the operation of one
or more processors, such as the processor 20 processing
the input signal and/or the processor controlling the op-
eration of a wireless interface is provided. The controller
26 is configured to receive the signal from the sensor 24
and is further configured to provide a control signal based
on the signal from the sensor 24. The controller 26 and
the sensor 24 may be part of the same integrated device.
When the controller 26 has determined if an appropriate
pattern is recognized from via sensor 24, the controller
26 causes a change in the state of the digital processor
and/or the wireless interface based on the control signal.
The controller 26 may physically be a part of the proces-
sor 20, i.e. as part of a larger integrated circuit.
[0065] The pattern or patterns that the controller seeks
to recognize in the signal from the sensor are stored in
a memory device in the hearing aid. Alternatively the pat-
tern or patterns may be stored in an external device, e.g.
a remote server or a mobile phone or the like. Through
the wireless interface the patterns may be updated or
augmented.
[0066] When the pattern is a motion pattern, the motion
pattern could for instance include two or more move-
ments measured in one, two or three axis. This could for
instance include one tilt in one direction and one tilt in
another direction, within a certain period of time.
[0067] Hearing aids often include a wind noise detec-
tor, as wind noise generally is annoying for the person
wearing the hearing aid. When the sensor as illustrated
in Fig. 3 is, or includes, a wind noise sensor 24’ as illus-
trated in Fig. 4, the pattern includes wind noise patterns
defined by the presence or absence of wind noise in pre-
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defined time periods. One could e.g. imagine that a com-
mand is given by the user blowing, as illustrated in Fig.
9, twice with a short pause in between, as illustrated in
Fig. 10. By blowing at the hearing aid, turbulence is cre-
ated around the instrument. By blowing in a pattern,
which is unlikely to be created from wind, the wind noise
detector 24’ can be used as a command tool for commu-
nication with the hearing device. Generally, such wind
noise patterns could for instance comprise one, two,
three, four or more short bursts of air within a given time
period, such as two or three seconds. The more complex
the pattern is the less likely it is that the pattern would
occur naturally. It is, however, not always possible to
guarantee that the predefined pattern occur naturally and
in such cases the user will have to reestablish the previ-
ous setting himself.
[0068] In the case where the user is wearing two in-
struments, information may be exchanged between the
two devices wirelessly.
[0069] In the case where the user is wearing two in-
struments, a confirmation message could be played by
the instrument which has not been given the command.
Sensor signals may also benefit from being exchanged
binaurally, either to increase the detection probability or
to allow more complex detection patterns. Alternatively,
or in addition, the device receiving the command could
issue an audible confirmation message. The user is then
requested to confirm the command e.g. by repeating the
command or via other type of input. Hereby it is avoided
that the radio communication is turned off unintentionally.
Further, by issuing a, preferably audible, confirmation to
the user, the user will be aware that the radio communi-
cation is turned off. Confirmation may be issued to other
device, such as a mobile phone prior to turning off the
wireless communication.
[0070] The sensor 24 may be constituted by a first and
a second sensor, where the second sensor senses a
physical parameter different from the physical parameter
sensed by the first sensor. This allows even more com-
plex patterns, e.g. as outlined above a combination of a
sensor for sensing movement and another sensor for
sensing the presence of a finger/hand, or one sensor for
sensing tilt in one or two axis, and a second sensor for
sensing wind noise. Whichever combination is present,
the controller is configured to control the operation of the
hearing aid based on the signals from the sensors, such
as the first sensor and the second sensor and possibly
more sensors.
[0071] In the hearing aid, the physical parameter could
include movement along and/or rotation about an axis,
which could include, either on their own or in combination,
shaking and/or tilting and/or rotation. Further, there could
be several of each of the types of movements.
[0072] As illustrated in Fig. 7 and Fig. 16, the physical
parameter could include a parameter characterizing a
magnetic field, and the hearing aid should then include
a magnetic field detector providing a corresponding sig-
nal. The magnetic field detection is then used to toggle

between the different operational modes. As an example,
a short presence of magnetic field could deactivate the
radio, or bring the radio to a low power mode, sometimes
referred to as flight mode. A prolonged presence of the
magnetic field could be interpreted as command to set
the hearing aid into a standby mode. This could for in-
stance be useful as a detection of the hearing aid being
placed in a, wireless or contact, charger device. As illus-
trated in Fig. 16, the magnetic field may originate from
one of the hearing instruments in a binaural hearing aid
system. The magnetic field may originate from both in-
struments in a binaural hearing aid system.
[0073] The magnet device providing the magnetic field
could be built into a storage box, or container, for the
hearing aid. The container could then be configured for
storing the hearing aid and the container may comprise
a compartment, e.g. a drawer or the like, for storing the
hearing aid. The container further comprises a magnet
arranged to provide a magnetic field inside the compart-
ment so that when the sensor in the hearing aid is ex-
posed to the magnetic field the hearing aid is operated
accordingly.
[0074] If placed at a certain, predefined, way in the
storage box, the specific magnetic field could be recog-
nized and exchanged between the hearing device instru-
ments in order to ensure that the instrument do not turn
off if it is exposed to any magnetic field but only if they
are exposed to the specific magnetic field.
[0075] The magnet in the container provides a perma-
nent or variable magnetic field. Further, holding the con-
tainer or storage box near the hearing aid would enable
the hearing aid to detect a magnetic field and thereby
perform the associated action, e.g. turning off the radio.
Reactivating the radio could be done by rebooting the
instrument, e.g. by removing the battery and reinserting
the battery or by any other reboot command to the hear-
ing aid.
[0076] By placing the hearing aid in the storage box,
the hearing aid would be permanently exposed to the
magnetic field and would set the hearing aid into the
standby mode without a need of opening the battery
drawer of the hearing aid, an action which might be cum-
bersome for some users, and further, the battery in the
hearing aid may even be inaccessible for a number of
reasons.
[0077] When the hearing aid or aids are again removed
from the storage box, the magnetic field will no longer
influence the hearing aid, and the hearing aid then return
from standby, or power off or low power, mode to normal
usage mode.
[0078] The hearing aid may even be configured to de-
tect presence or absence of a static or varying magnetic
field and/or the duration of presence and/or absence of
the static or varying magnetic field and/or frequency of
the varying magnetic field. This pattern may then form
basis for decision making on which kind of command was
intended by the user.
[0079] When using the sensor 24 for volume control,
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the user can adjust the volume of the hearing aid by the
very natural gesture of gently tilting his or her hear for-
ward or backward as if it was a radio knob, e.g. as illus-
trated in Fig. 11. Detection of ’false positives’, typically
due to head movement, may be prevented, or at least
alleviated, by using a one of the following methods: tuning
of the detection algorithm and threshold/timeout values.
comparison with the movement detected by the acceler-
ometer sitting on the other hearing aid. I.e., a normal
head movement will always cause both hearing aids to
detect the same type of movement, while the user tilting
her hear to adjust volume will cause only one of the hear-
ing aids to detect the movement. Alternatively, head
movements could be used solely as a confirmation com-
mand, i.e. the head movement may only be interpreted
as a command, if it follows another command detected
by another sensor.
[0080] For a user with two hearing aids, configured in
a binaural hearing system, there are further possibilities.
The binaural hearing system then a first and a second
hearing aid as described above. During normal operation
of the first and second hearing aid in the binaural hearing
system, both the first and the second hearing aids are
adapted to transmit information from the sensor, e.g. any
patterns recognized, or even just the detection of e.g. tilt,
to the respective other hearing aid so that a decision on
turning volume up or down in both hearing aids is made
depending on a combination of detected tilt in the hearing
aid and detected tilt information being received from the
other hearing aid. This could for instance be a downward
tilt of the left hearing aid and an upward tilt of the right
hearing aid, or vice versa. The tilt could be static during
the turning up or down of the volume, meaning that the
user need not keep tilting the hearing aids up and down,
but simply hold them.
[0081] The user may be provided with an application
for a mobile phone, or other computer device e.g. a tablet,
where the user may define the function associated with
the pattern. In case of multiple sensors, the use of differ-
ent commands may be individualized. Some people may
prefer to use head movements for controlling the instru-
ment while other may prefer touching the instrument.
[0082] Fig. 12 schematically illustrates a hearing aid
instrument 30 in two different conditions or orientations.
On the left the hearing aid 30 is orientated in what here
is denoted the vertical or up-right orientation. The hearing
aid 30 is illustrated as having a Behind-the-ear housing,
which is common in both the BTE and RITE configuration,
a tube or wire conneting to an ear piece is not illustrated
here. In this vertical orientation it may be assumed that
the hearing aid 30 is positioned at the ear of the user,
e.g. substantially behind the pinna. In an ITE housing,
the vertical orientation may be more difficult to define
generally, but when the housing has been given its phys-
ical form, a control measurement may be performed e.g.
in a lab or when in position in the ear canal of the user,
or, the orientation may be monitored continuously, e.g.
over a (shorter) period of time, so that a base line orien-

tation is established and deviations from this base line
may be analyzed to determine the relative tilt or rotation
of the hearing instrument when placed in the ear canal.
The arrow 32 illustrates a direction from a target source
in front of the user, i.e. the user’s nose will point towards
the tip of the arrow 32.
[0083] The tilt or rotation may be measured as a devi-
ation from the direction of gravity. The arrow denoted ’g’
illustrates the gravitational force. When the user has two
hearing aids, i.e. a binaural hearing aid system, a sensor
or detector in each hearing aid instrument may be used
to perform the measurement.
[0084] In the right hand-side, the hearing aid instru-
ment 30 is in a non-vertical orientation, here tilted back-
wards as if the user tilts the head back looking up, or
halfway lying down. In this case, it may be assumed that
the user does not need the directional microphone sys-
tem to be operational, and may thus be switched to an
omnidirectional mode.
[0085] The limit between enabling or disabling the
adaptive directional microphone system may include us-
ing a threshold angle, or defining a period of time where
the angle is in a certain range, or defining a period of time
where the angle is not in a certain range or above or
below or at a certain threshold level. This could prevent
switching the adaptive microphone system on and off too
many times, which may be audible for the user.
[0086] Fig. 13 schematically illustrates a situation
where the hearing instrument 30 is up-right and posi-
tioned at the ear of a user that is looking directly ahead,
i.e. not looking down or up. Directional noise reduction,
illustrated by the directional beam pattern 34, is thus en-
abled.
[0087] Fig. 14 schematically illustrates a situation
where the user is looking upwards. In that case, speech
intelligibility is assumed not to be a main concern of the
user and directional noise reduction is thus disabled, il-
lustrated by the omnidirectional beam pattern 36. As il-
lustrated, the orientation is compared to the gravitation
force ’g’.
[0088] Fig. 15 schematically illustrates a situation
where the user is lying down. In that case, speech intel-
ligibility is assumed not to be a main concern and direc-
tional noise reduction is thus disabled, illustrated by the
omnidirectional beam pattern 36.
[0089] Although illustrated in Fig. 14 and Fig. 15 that
the microphone pattern is solely omnidirectional, some
embodiments may include establishing a combination of
the directional and the omnidirectional microphone signal
so as to establish a hybrid. This could include no com-
pletely excluding all directionality when the user is looking
up, but maintaining a smaller percentage, e.g. 10 %, of
the directional signal.
[0090] It is intended that the structural features of the
devices described above, either in the detailed descrip-
tion and/or in the claims, may be combined with steps of
the method, when appropriately substituted by a corre-
sponding process.

17 18 



EP 3 264 798 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0091] As used, the singular forms "a," "an," and "the"
are intended to include the plural forms as well (i.e. to
have the meaning "at least one"), unless expressly stated
otherwise. It will be further understood that the terms "in-
cludes," "comprises," "including," and/or "comprising,"
when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
and/or components, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups there-
of. It will also be understood that when an element is
referred to as being "connected" or "coupled" to another
element, it can be directly connected or coupled to the
other element but an intervening elements may also be
present, unless expressly stated otherwise. Further-
more, "connected" or "coupled" as used herein may in-
clude wirelessly connected or coupled. As used herein,
the term "and/or" includes any and all combinations of
one or more of the associated listed items. The steps of
any disclosed method is not limited to the exact order
stated herein, unless expressly stated otherwise.
[0092] It should be appreciated that reference through-
out this specification to "one embodiment" or "an embod-
iment" or "an aspect" or features included as "may"
means that a particular feature, structure or characteristic
described in connection with the embodiment is included
in at least one embodiment of the disclosure. Further-
more, the particular features, structures or characteris-
tics may be combined as suitable in one or more embod-
iments of the disclosure. The previous description is pro-
vided to enable any person skilled in the art to practice
the various aspects described herein. Various modifica-
tions to these aspects will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, and the generic principles defined herein
may be applied to other aspects.
[0093] The claims are not intended to be limited to the
aspects shown herein, but is to be accorded the full scope
consistent with the language of the claims, wherein ref-
erence to an element in the singular is not intended to
mean "one and only one" unless specifically so stated,
but rather "one or more." Unless specifically stated oth-
erwise, the term "some" refers to one or more.
[0094] Accordingly, the scope should be judged in
terms of the claims that follow.

Claims

1. A hearing aid comprising:

an input transducer providing an electrical signal
in response to receiving acoustic signals from
the environment, a processor adapted to apply
a signal processing algorithm to the electrical
signal to compensate for a user’s specific hear-
ing loss, an output transducer outputting the
processed signal which the user then perceives
as sound, a wireless interface adapted to com-

municate with an external device,
a sensor adapted to provide a signal represent-
ing a physical parameter,
a controller configured for controlling the oper-
ation of the processor receiving the electrical
signal and the controller being adapted to pro-
vide a control signal based on the signal from
the sensor, the controller changing the state of
the processor and/or the wireless interface
based on the control signal.

2. The hearing aid according to claim 1, wherein the
sensor is a tilt sensor adapted to sense the hearing
aid being tilted in one, two or three axis and generate
a corresponding tilt sensor signal, optionally the tilt
sensor is an accelerometer or gyroscope acting as
a tilt sensor.

3. The hearing aid according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the sensor is used for volume control of the hearing
aid or wherein the sensor is used for operating the
wireless interface to a low power or off state or to
use the detection to control external application on
a wirelessly connected smartphone such as tilt-
ing/nodding of the head used to accept an incoming
phone call, and/or shaking of the head to reject a
phone call.

4. The hearing aid according to any one of claims 1-3,
wherein a predefined motion pattern is stored in the
hearing aid and a sensor controller is adapted to an-
alyze signals from the sensor in order to recognize
motions of the hearing aid corresponding to the pre-
defined motion pattern.

5. The hearing aid according to claim 4, wherein the
predefined motion pattern includes two or more
movements measured in one, two or three axis.

6. The hearing aid of claim 1, wherein the sensor is a
wind noise detector connected to the input transduc-
er and configured to detect the presence of wind
noise in the electrical signal, the controller configured
to changing the state of the digital processor and/or
the wireless interface based on the presence of a
wind noise pattern.

7. The hearing aid of claim 6, wherein the wind noise
pattern comprises one, two, three, four or more short
bursts of air.

8. The hearing according to any one of claims 1-7,
wherein the hearing aid, in addition to the sensor,
comprises a second sensor, wherein the second
sensor senses a physical parameter different from
the physical parameter sensed by the sensor and
the controller is configured to control the operation
of the hearing aid based on the signal from the sensor
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and the second sensor.

9. The hearing according to any one of claims 1-8,
wherein the physical parameter includes movement
along and/or rotation about an axis.

10. The hearing aid according to claim 9, wherein the
movement includes shaking and/or tilting and/or ro-
tation.

11. The hearing aid according any one of claims 1-10,
wherein the physical parameter incudes a parameter
characterizing a magnetic field, and the hearing aid
includes a magnetic field detector providing a corre-
sponding signal.

12. The hearing aid according to claim 11, wherein the
hearing aid is configured to detect presence or ab-
sence of a static or varying magnetic field and/or the
duration of presence and/or absence of the static or
varying magnetic field and/or frequency of the vary-
ing magnetic field.

13. A container configured for storing a hearing aid ac-
cording to claim 11 or 12, wherein the container com-
prises a compartment for holding the hearing aid, a
magnet arranged to provide a magnetic field inside
the compartment so that when the sensor in the hear-
ing aid is exposed to the magnetic field the hearing
aid is operation accordingly.

14. The container according to claim 13, wherein the
magnet in the container provides a permanent or var-
iable magnetic field.

15. A binaural hearing system comprising a first and a
second hearing aid according to any one of claims
1-13, wherein during normal operation of the first and
second hearing aid in the binaural hearing system,
both first and second hearing aid are adapted to
transmit information on detected tilt to the respective
other hearing aid so that a decision on turning volume
up or down in both hearing aids is made depending
on a combination of detected tilt in the hearing aid
and detected tilt information being received from the
other hearing aid.
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