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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/985,957,
filed November 6, 2007, entitled "OFDM preambles for beamforming and data packets."

BACKGROUND

I. Field of the Disclosure

[0002] This disclosure relates generally to wireless communication systems and, more particularly, to wireless data
transmission in a wireless communication system.

II. Description of the Related Art

[0003] In one aspect of the related art, devices with a physical (PHY) layer supporting either single carrier or Orthogonal
Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) modulation modes may be used for millimeter wave communications, such as
in a network adhering to the details as specified by the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) in its
802.15.3c standard. In this example, the PHY layer may be configured for millimeter wave communications in the
spectrum of 57 gigahertz (GHz) to 66 GHz and specifically, depending on the region, the PHY layer may be configured
for communication in the range of 57 GHz to 64 GHz in the United States and 59 GHz to 66 GHz in Japan.
[0004] To allow interoperability between devices or networks that support either OFDM or single-carrier modes, both
modes further support a common mode. Specifically, the common mode is a single-carrier base-rate mode employed
by both OFDM and single-carrier transceivers to facilitate co-existence and interoperability between different devices
and different networks. The common mode may be employed to provide beacons, transmit control and command infor-
mation, and used as a base rate for data packets.
[0005] A single-carrier transceiver in an 802.15.3c network typically employs at least one code generator to provide
spreading of the form first introduced by Marcel J.E. Golay (referred to as Golay codes), to some or all fields of a
transmitted data frame and to perform matched-filtering of a received Golay-coded signal. Complementary Golay codes
are sets of finite sequences of equal length such that a number of pairs of identical elements with any given separation
in one sequence is equal to the number of pairs of unlike elements having the same separation in the other sequences.
S.Z. Budisin, "Effcient Pulse Compressor for Golay Complementary Sequences," Electronic Letters, 27, no. 3, pp.
219-220, January 31, 1991, shows a transmitter for generating Golay complementary codes as well as a Golay matched
filter.
[0006] For low-power devices, it is advantageous for the common mode to employ a Continuous Phase Modulated
(CPM) signal having a constant envelope so that power amplifiers can be operated at maximum output power without
affecting the spectrum of the filtered signal. Gaussian Minimum Shift Keying (GMSK) is a form of continuous phase
modulation having compact spectral occupancy by choosing a suitable bandwidth time product (BT) parameter in a
Gaussian filter. The constant envelope makes GMSK compatible with nonlinear power amplifier operation without the
concomitant spectral regrowth associated with non-constant envelope signals.
[0007] Various techniques may be implemented to produce GMSK pulse shapes. For example, π/2-binary phase shift
key (BPSK) modulation (or π/2-differential BPSK) with a linearized GMSK pulse may be implemented, such as shown
in I. Lakkis, J. Su, & S. Kato. "A Simple Coherent GMSK Demodulator", IEEE Personal, Indoor and Mobile Radio
Communications (PIMRC) 2001, for the common mode.
[0008] The document "IEEE 802.15-0760-03-003c mmWave OFDM Physical Layer Proposal", IEEE 802.15 TG3C,
dated 19 September 2007, by Lakkis I. et al (XP 002507726) discloses physical layer aspects for Wireless Personal
Area Networks.

SUMMARY

[0009] In accordance with the present invention, a method for communication, as set forth in claims 1 and 4, and a
communication apparatus as set forth in claims 5 and 13, are provided. Embodiments of the invention are claimed in
the dependent claims.
[0010] Aspects disclosed herein may be advantageous to systems employing millimeter-wave wireless personal area
networks (WPANs) such as defined by the IEEE802.15.3c protocol. However, the disclosure is not intended to be limited
to such systems, as other applications may benefit from similar advantages.
[0011] Although particular aspects are described herein, many variations and permutations of these aspects fall within
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the scope of the disclosure. Whereas some benefits and advantages of the preferred aspects are mentioned, the scope
of the disclosure is not intended to be limited to particular benefits, uses, or objectives. Rather, aspects of the disclosure
are intended to be broadly applicable to different wireless technologies, system configurations, networks, and transmis-
sion protocols, some of which are illustrated by way of example in the figures and in the following Detailed Description.
The detailed description and drawings are merely illustrative of the disclosure rather than limiting, the scope of the
disclosure being defined by the appended claims and equivalents thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Aspects according to the disclosure are understood with reference to the following figures.

FIG. 1 is a representation of a preamble for an OFDM communication signal in accordance with an aspect of the
disclosure;

FIGs. 2A and 2B are flow charts for generating a modified Golay sequence from a regular Golay sequence in
accordance with various aspect of the disclosure;

FIGs. 3A and 3B is a plot of a time-domain filter configured in accordance with one aspect of the disclosure and the
resulting spectrum plot for a modified Golay sequence;

FIG. 4 is a structure diagram of a preamble having various lengths in accordance with various aspect of the disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a Golay-code circuitry configured in accordance with one aspect of the disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a structure diagram of a superframe structure for use in proactive beamforming as configured in accordance
with one aspect of the disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a structure diagram of a plurality of beacon structures to be used in a respective plurality of superframe
structures similar to the superframe structure of FIG. 6;

FIGs. 8A and 8B are beamforming and superframe information elements configured in accordance with one aspect
of the disclosure;

FIG. 9A and 9B are flow charts of a device with an omnidirectional receive antenna and a single directional antenna
device, respectively, configured in accordance with various aspects of the disclosure;

FIG. 10A, 10B, 10C and 10D are flow charts of a beamforming acquisition process for a device configured in
accordance with an aspect of the invention;

FIG. 11A and 11B relate to a process for on-demand beamforming configured in accordance with an aspect of the
disclosure;

FIGs. 12A and 12B relate to a Q-omni information element transmitted from a first device to a second device as
part of a Q-omni frame transmission and the feedback information element transmitted from the second device back
to the first device;

FIGs. 13A to 13C illustrate a directional phase of on-demand beamforming configured in accordance with an aspect
of the disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a diagram of a wireless network configured in accordance with an aspect of the disclosure.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a preamble generation apparatus configured in accordance with an aspect of the
disclosure;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a quasi-omni packet and directional preamble transmitter apparatus configured in
accordance with an aspect of the disclosure;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a beamforming feedback apparatus configured in accordance with an aspect of the
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disclosure.

[0013] In accordance with common practice the various features illustrated in the drawings may be simplified for clarity.
Thus, the drawings may not depict all of the components of a given apparatus (e.g., device) or method. In addition, like
reference numerals may be used to denote like features throughout the specification and figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] Various aspects of the disclosure are described below. It should be apparent that the teachings herein may be
embodied in a wide variety of forms and that any specific structure, function, or both being disclosed herein are merely
representative. Based on the teachings herein one skilled in the art should appreciate that an aspect disclosed herein
may be implemented independently of any other aspects and that two or more of these aspects may be combined in
various ways. For example, an apparatus may be implemented or a method may be practiced using any number of the
aspects set forth herein. In addition, such an apparatus may be implemented or such a method may be practiced using
other structure, functionality, or structure and functionality in addition to or other than one or more of the aspects set
forth herein.
[0015] In the following description, for the purposes of explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of the disclosure. It should be understood, however, that the particular aspects shown
and described herein are not intended to limit the disclosure to any particular form, but rather, the disclosure is to cover
all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within the scope of the disclosure as defined by the claims.
[0016] In one aspect of the disclosure, a dual-mode millimeter wave system employing single-carrier modulation and
OFDM is provided with a single-carrier common signaling. The OFDM sampling frequency is 2592 MHz, and OFDM
transceivers in this aspect are configured to perform a fast Fourier transform (FFT) of size 512, where only 352 of the
512 subcarriers are used, yielding a bandwidth of 1782 MHz. Of the used subcarriers, 336 subcarriers are data-bearing
and 16 subcarriers are pilots.
[0017] FIG. 1 is a representation of a preamble structure 100 for an OFDM communication signal in accordance with
an aspect of the disclosure. The preamble structure 100 includes a packet sync sequence field 110, a start frame delimiter
(SFD) field 140, and a channel-estimation sequence (CES) field 180.
[0018] For an OFDM symbol of length N, the Kronecker (kron) product of a cover sequence of length L with a modified
Golay sequence of length M = N/L is used as a base sequence v of length N:

where c is the cover sequence of length L, and u is the modified Golay sequence of length M. One set of cover sequences
is a subset of the following sequences of length L:

where IFFT is an inverse fast Fourier transform operation, and the sequence in parentheses has only one nonzero
element. The position of the nonzero element may be varied to obtain different sets of cover sequences. In accordance
with various aspects of the disclosure, each of a plurality of piconets is configured to use one or more of the base
sequences for its preamble.
[0019] In one aspect of the disclosure, for an FFT size of 512 (i.e., M=512) and a modified Golay sequence of length
128 (i.e., M=128), the following length-4 cover codes (i.e., L=4) are used:

and
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[0020] A first piconet controller (PNC) uses Golay sequence a1 with cover code c1 to form a first base sequence:

[0021] A second PNC uses Golay sequence a2 with cover code c2 to form a second base sequence:

[0022] A third PNC uses Golay sequence a3 with cover code c3 to form a third base sequence:

[0023] A fourth PNC uses Golay sequence a4 with cover code c4 to form a fourth base sequence:

[0024] The FFTs of the four base sequences, v1, v2, v3, and v4 are orthogonal to each other, as they occupy different
OFDM subcarrier bins in the frequency domain. For example, v1 occupies bins 0,4,8,..., v2 occupies bins 1,5,9,..., v3
occupies bins 2,6,10,..., and v4 occupies bins 3,7,11,... This helps mitigate interference between the preambles of the
four piconets, and helps provide for improved frequency reuse and spatial reuse.
[0025] In one aspect of the disclosure, a regular Golay sequence (e.g., a1) is used to form a modified Golay sequence,
bl. Although b1 occupies only 128 sub-carrier bins (i.e., subcarriers 0,4,8,...), the total bandwidth comprises the entire
2592 MHz channel bandwidth since there is no guard band. The subcarriers corresponding to the size-512 FFT may be
numbered from -256 to 255, which correspond to a bandwidth of 2592MHz. Sub-carriers -176 to 176 denote to the useful
bandwidth employed for the data and pilots, whereas the subcarriers outside the range of -176 to 176 may be used as
guard bands.
[0026] FIG. 2A illustrates a modified Golay sequence generation process 200 for generating a modified Golay sequence
u from a regular Golay sequence a in accordance with one aspect of the disclosure. In step 202, an FFT shift operation
is provided to produce vector S, where:

is a length-512 vector, and the operator fftshift centers the FFT (i.e., it maps a sequence [0:511] to a centered sequence
[-256:255]. In step 204, subcarrier values of S outside a predetermined bandwidth are set to zero. For example, the
subcarriers outside the range [-176:176] may be attenuated or zeroed. In an optional step 206, the amplitude of S within
the range [-176:176] may be normalized. In step 208, real values of the IFFT of S are used to form a length-512 vector s:

[0027] In step 210, a modified Golay sequence u is generated from the first 128 samples of s:

[0028] FIG. 2B illustrates a second modified Golay sequence generation process 250 for generating a second modified
Golay sequence u in accordance with an aspect of the disclosure. In this approach, the generation of a modified Golay
sequence is based on the modified Golay sequence being a cyclic convolution between a regular Golay sequence and
a short time-domain filter g. The time-domain filter g is configured to limit the bandwidth of the resulting sequence to the
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actual bandwidth used for data transmission.
[0029] In step 252, a time domain filter g of length Lg that has a bandwidth equal to a selected bandwidth, which in
one example is a bandwidth of 1782MHz, is provided. An example of the time domain filter g is represented by a plot
300 in FIG. 3A. The 3-dB bandwidth of the channel bandwidth is one of many design parameters for determining the
used bandwidth, and consequently for yielding any of various filters. In step 254, the modified Golay sequence u is
generated from a cyclic convolution of g and a regular Golay code a. In step 256, the resulting multi-level, non-binary
sequence may be transmitted or stored. A spectrum plot 350 of the modified Golay sequence u is shown in FIG. 3B.
[0030] Receivers configured in accordance with method and apparatus aspects of the disclosure may provide for
matched filtering relative to filter g. In one aspect, a receiver may include a filter matched to g, followed by a filter matched
to the regular Golay code. Receivers employed in accordance with aspects of the disclosure may be provided with a
parallel receiving architecture.
[0031] In one aspect of the disclosure, subcarriers of each base sequence are interleaved in frequency, and thus each
base sequence occupies a quarter of the used channel bandwidth. In the absence of time and frequency synchronization,
however, interference may occur between piconets employing interleaved subcarriers. For example, a subcarrier 4
belonging to a PNC 1 may have adjacent subcarriers 3 and 5 belonging to a PNC 4 and a PNC 2, respectively. In the
absence of time and/or frequency synchronization, the subcarriers 3 and 5 may leak into subcarrier 4, resulting in
interference.
[0032] In one approach of addressing the interference caused by leakage, different cover sequences may be employed.
For example, four cover sequences, each of length 8, may be provided as follows:

[0033] These cover sequences may be combined with a modified Golay sequence of length 64 to generate four base
sequences of length 512, wherein each one occupies only 1/8th of the used frequency band. Thus, each active subcarrier
is surrounded by 2 inactive (or null) subcarriers, thus reducing the interference. Alternative aspects of the disclosure
may be configured for different cover-sequence lengths.
[0034] Referring again to FIG. 1, the Channel Estimation Sequence (CES) 180 includes a pair of complementary
modified Golay sequences va 182-1 and vb 182-2 produced from two length-512 complementary Golay sequences a
and b. Each of the pair of modified Golay sequences va 182-1 and vb 182-2 are preceded by a Cyclic Prefix (CP) 184-1
and CP 184-2, respectively. No cover sequences are used to generated the pair of modified Golay sequences va 182-1
and vb 182-2. The pair of modified Golay sequences va 182-1 and vb 182-2 are complementary, which allows for perfect
channel estimation in either the time domain or the frequency domain. In an alternative approach, two length-128
complementary Golay sequences a and b, and two length-4 cover sequences may be used to generate the pair of length-
512 complementary modified Golay sequences va 182-1 and vb 182-2. The modified Golay sequences va 182-1 and
vb 182-2 are complementary over length 128, thus still allowing for perfect channel time estimation in either time or
frequency domains. In the time domain, channel estimation is provided over a length 128 Golay sequence. In the
frequency domain, because only a quarter of the subcarriers are populated; channel estimation will require the use of
interpolation.
[0035] In one aspect, the CES 180 may be repeated periodically to facilitate channel tracking. In this case, the CES
180 is referred to as a pilot CES (PCES). Three periods are provided, and they correspond to rates of 1, 3, and 6ms.
[0036] FIG. 4 illustrates a preamble 400 in accordance with aspects of the disclosure. Three preambles are defined
as follows:

Long preamble: 8 sync symbols, 1 SFD symbol, 2 CES symbols

Medium preamble: 4 sync symbols, 1 SFD symbol, 2 CES symbols
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Short preamble: 2 sync symbols, 1 SFD symbol, 1 CES symbol

[0037] During the beacon period, beacons with quasi-omni patterns, i.e. patterns that cover a broad area of the region
of space of interest, referred to as "Q-omni" beacons, are first transmitted. Directional beacons-that is, beacons trans-
mitted using some antenna gain in some direction(s) may additionally be transmitted during the beacon period or in the
CTAP between two devices.
[0038] A unique preamble sequence set may be assigned to each piconet within the same frequency channel, such
as to improve frequency and spatial reuse. In one aspect of the disclosure, four preamble sequence sets (labeled by
parameter m) are provided for frequency/spatial reuse. A preamble sequence set comprises a length-512 base sequence
s512,m and two length-512 CES sequences u512.m and v512,m. The base sequence s512, m is the Kronecker product of
a length-4 cover sequence, c4.m and a length-128 modified Golay sequence u128,m:

n = 0:511
[0039] The base sequences s512,m occupy four non-overlapping frequency-bin sets, and therefore, are orthogonal in
both time and frequency. The mth base sequence occupies frequency bins m, m+4, m+8, m+12, ... In one aspect of the
disclosure, modified Golay sequences are generated from other Golay sequences, such as regular Golay complementary
sequences, using time- or frequency-domain filtering to ensure that only the used subcarriers are populated rather than
the entire 512 subcarriers.
[0040] The term "regular Golay complementary sequences," as used herein, and denoted by a and b, may be generated
using the following parameters:

1. A delay vector D of length M with distinct elements from the set 2m with m = 0:M-1; and

2. A seed vector W of length M with elements from the QPSK constellation (61, 6j).

[0041] FIG. 5 illustrates a Golay-code circuitry 500 that may be employed either as a Golay code generator or a
matched filter in some aspects of the disclosure. The Golay-code circuitry 500 includes a sequence of delay elements
502-1 to 502-M configured for providing a determined set of fixed delays D = [D(0), D(1),..., D(M-1)] to a first input signal.
The delay profile provided by the delay elements 502-1 to 502-M may be fixed, even when the Golay-code circuitry 500
is configured to produce multiple Golay complementary code pairs. The Golay-code circuitry 500 also includes a sequence
of adaptable seed vector insertion elements 530-1 to 530-M configured for multiplying a second input signal by at least
one of a plurality of different seed vectors Wi = [W(0), W(1),..., W(M-1)] to generate a plurality of seed signals. The output
from each of the sequence of adaptable seed vector insertion elements 530-1 to 530-M is fed into a first set of combiners
510-1 to 510-M to be combined with a respective output of each of the delay elements 502-1 to 502-M. In the imple-
mentation of the Golay-code circuitry 500 as shown in FIG. 5, the output of each seed vector insertion element 530-1
to 530-M is added to the output of its respective delay elements 502-1 to 502-M by a respective one of the first set of
combiners 510-1 to 510-M before the results then being fed to the next stage. A second set of combiners 520-1 to 520-
M is configured for combining the delayed signals from the delay elements 502-1 to 502-M with signals multiplied by the
seed vector, where the seed signals are subtracted from the delay signals in the Golay-code circuitry 500.
[0042] Receivers implemented in accordance with certain aspects of the disclosure may employ similar Golay-code
generators to perform matched filtering of received signals so as to provide for such functionality as packet or frame
detection.
[0043] In one aspect, Golay codes (a1, a2, a3, and a4) may be generated by combinations of Delay vectors (D1, D2,
D3, and D3) and corresponding seed vectors (W1, W2, W3, and W4), as shown in the following table:

Delay and Seed Vectors for Golay sequences a1, a2, a3 & a4

D1 64 32 8 1 4 2 16

D2 64 32 8 1 4 2 16

a or b D3 64 32 4 2 8 1 16

0 D4 64 32 4 2 8 1 16

0 W1 -1 -j -1 -j -1 1 1
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[0044] The first, second, and fourth sequences are type a, whereas the third sequence is type b. Preferred sequences
are optimized to have minimum sidelobe levels as well as minimum cross-correlation.
[0045] In some aspects of the disclosure, a base rate may be employed for OFDM signaling operations used for
exchanging control frames and command frames, associating to a piconet, beamforming, and other control functions.
The base rate is employed for achieving optimal range. In one aspect, 336 data subcarriers per symbol may be employed
with frequency-domain spreading to achieve the base data rate. The 336 subcarriers (subcarriers -176 to 176) may be
divided into 4 non-overlapping frequency bins, such as described with respect to the preamble, and each set may
assigned to one of a plurality of PNCs operating in the same frequency band. For example, a first PNC may be allocated
subacarriers -176, -172, -168, ..., 176. A second PNC may be allocated subcarriers -175, -171, -167, ..., 173, and so
on. Furthermore, each PNC may be configured for scrambling the data to distribute it over multiple subcarriers.
[0046] In IEEE 802.15.3, piconet timing is based on a super frame including a beacon period during which a PNC
transmits beacon frames, a Contention Access Period (CAP) based on the CSMA/CA protocol, and a Channel Time
Allocation Period (CTAP), which is used for Management (MCTA) and regular CTAs, as further explained below
[0047] During the beacon period, beacons with almost omnidirectional antenna patterns, referred to as quasi-omni,
or "Q-omni" beacons, are first transmitted. Directional beacons-that is, beacons transmitted using some antenna gain
in some direction(s) may additionally be transmitted during the beacon period or in the CTAP between two devices.
[0048] In order to reduce overhead when transmitting directional beacons, the preamble may be shortened (e.g., the
number of repetitions may be reduced) for higher antenna gains. For example, when an antenna gain of 0-3 dB is
provided, the beacons are transmitted using a default preamble comprising eight modified Golay codes of length 512
and two CES symbols. For an antenna gain of 3-6 dB, the beacons employ a shortened preamble of four repetitions of
same modified Golay code and two CES symbols. For an antenna gain of 6-9 dB, the beacons transmit a shortened
preamble of two repetitions of the same modified Golay code and 1 or 2 CES symbols. For antenna gains of 9dB or
more, the beacon preamble employs only one repetition of the same Golay code and 1 CES symbol. If a header/beacon
is used during beaconing or for data packets, the header-data spreading factor may be matched to the antenna gain.
[0049] Various aspects of the disclosure provide for a unified messaging protocol that supports a wide range of antenna
configurations, beamforming operations, and usage models. For example, antenna configurations may include omnidi-
rectional or quasi-omni antennas, directional antenna patterns of a single antenna, diversity-switched antennas, sectored
antennas, beamforming antennas, as well as other antenna configurations. Beamforming operations may include proac-
tive beamforming, which is performed between a PNC and a device, and on-demand beamforming, which is performed
between two devices. Different usage models for both proactive beamforming and on-demand beamforming include
per-packet beamforming from a PNC to multiple devices and from at least one device to the PNC, transmissions from
a PNC to only one device, communications between devices, as well as other usage models. Proactive beamforming
is useful when the PNC is the data source for multiple devices, and the PNC is configured for transmitting packets in
different physical directions, each of which corresponding to a location of one or more devices for which packets are
destined.
[0050] In some aspects, the unified (SC/OFDM) messaging protocol is independent of the beamforming algorithm and
antenna configuration used in the devices in wireless network 1400. This allows for flexibility in the actual beamforming
algorithms employed. However, the tools enabling the beamforming should be defined. These tools should support all
scenarios while enabling reduced latency, reduced overhead, and fast beamforming.
[0051] The following table shows four types of single-carrier beamforming packets that may be employed by aspects
of the disclosure.

(continued)

Delay and Seed Vectors for Golay sequences a1, a2, a3 & a4

1 W2 -1 -1 1 +j 1 -j 1

0 W3 -1 -1 -1 -1 1 +j 1

W4 -1 -1 1 -1 1 -j 1

Packet 
Type

Preamble Length (# 128 
chips)

Header Rate 
(Mbps)

Data Rate 
(Mbps)

Requirement (M)andatory/ (O)
ptional

I 36 50 50 M

II 20 100 100 0

III 12 200 200 0
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[0052] Since these are single-carrier packets transmitted using the common mode, they can be decoded by both
single-carrier and OFDM devices. The majority of transmitted packets may have no body - just a preamble.
[0053] The different types of packets may be employed for different antenna gains in such a way as to substantially
equalize the total gain of the transmissions, taking into consideration both coding gain and antenna gain. For example,
a Q-Omni transmission with 0∼3dB antenna gain may employ type I packets. A directional transmission with 3∼6dB
antenna gain may use type II packets. A directional transmission with 6∼9dB antenna gain may use type III packets,
and a directional transmission with 9∼12 dB antenna gain may uses type IV packets.
[0054] FIG. 6 illustrates a superframe structure 600 that may be employed by various aspects of the disclosure to
perform proactive beamforming. The multipath channel environment between the PNC and a device is assumed to be
reciprocal, i.e. the channel from the PNC to the device is the same as the channel from the device to the PNC. The
superframe structure 600 includes a beacon portion 650, a Contention Access Period (CAP) 660 based on the CSMA/CA
protocol, and Channel Time Allocation Period (CTAP) 680, which is used for Management (MCTA) and regular CTAs.
The beacon portion 650 includes a Q-omni section and a directional section. The Q-omni section includes L transmissions
in the superframe structure 600, which is a plurality of Q-Omni beacons, as represented by Q-Omni beacons 610-1 to
610-L, each of which is separated by a respective MIFS (Minimum InterFrame Spacing which is a guard time), as
represented by a plurality of MIFS 620-1 to 620-L.
[0055] The CAP 660 is divided into a plurality of sub-CAPs (S-CAPs), which is represented by S-CAPs 662-1 to 662-
L, each followed by a respective Guard Time (GT), which is represented by GTs 664-1 to 664-L. The directional section
630-1 to 630-x contains a plurality of directional preambles.
[0056] In FIG. 7, the first L transmissions in a superframe structure 700, similar to the superframe structure 600 of
FIG. 6, use Q-Omni beacons that, together, provide an omnidirectional pattern of beacon transmission. For a PNC
capable of omnidirectional coverage-that is, a PNC having an omnidirectional-type antenna, L = 1. For a PNC with
sectorized antennas, L would represent the number of sectors that the PNC is able to support. Similarly, when a PNC
is provided with switching transmit diversity antennas, L would represent the number of transmit antennas in the PNC.
[0057] Further, in the aspect of the disclosure shown in FIG. 7, the PNC is configured to beamform in J = N3M
directions. Specifically, the PNC is able to send directional beacons in a determined number of directions as part of the
beamforming process. In one aspect, each directional beacon consists only of a preamble and no header nor data.
These directional beacons are referred to as directional preambles. The PNC is able to send directional preambles in J
directions, as represented by directional preambles 730-1-1 to 730-1-N for superframe beacon #1 702-1 through direc-
tional preambles 730-M-1 to 730-M-N for superframe beacon #M 702-M, wherein a direction may include one or more
beams. The directional preamble are distributed over M superframes, as illustrated by superframes 702-1 to 702-M,
with N directional preamble per superframe, and the structure is periodic with a period of M superframes.
[0058] The CAP is divided into L sub-CAP periods corresponding to the L Q-Omni beacons. During the 1th S-CAP,
the PNC antenna transmits in the same direction it used to transmit the 1th Q-Omni beacon. This case assumes that
the channel is reciprocal.
[0059] The first L beacons may be of any packet type. In one aspect, omnidirectional beacons use type I packets with
a long preamble; Q-Omni beacons sent with sectored antennas or antenna arrays with 3-6dB gain use type I or type II
packets; and Q-Omni beacons using sectored antennas or antenna arrays with 6-9dB gain may use type I, type II, or
type III packets. In one aspect, the packet type used is communicated to other devices in the SFD. Thus, upon a
successful detection of the SFD, a device will have knowledge of the header and data rates for the subsequent portion
of the packet and can use that knowledge to successfully decode the packet.
[0060] Each Q-Omni beacon may carry a beamforming information element 840, such as shown in FIG. 8A to convey
the structure of the beamforming beacons to all devices listening to the PNC. Once a device decodes any one of the Q-
omni beacons during any superframe, it is capable of understanding the entire beamforming cycle. In one aspect, the
beamforming information element 840 includes a directional packet type field 842 (e.g., type I, II, III or IV), a current
directional beacon identifier (ID) field 844, a number of superframes per beamforming cycle (e.g., the value M from the
frame structure 700 of FIG. 7) field 846, a number of directional preambles per superframe (e.g., the value N from the
frame structure 700 of FIG. 7) field 848, a current Q-omni beacon ID field 850, a number of Q-omni beacons (e.g., the
value L from the frame structure 700 of FIG. 7) field 852, a length field 854 containing the number of octets in the
information element, and an element ID field 856, which is the identifier of the information element. The current Q-omni
beacon ID field 850 contains a number identifying the number/position of the current Q-omni beacon being transmitted
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in the current superframe with respect to the number of Q-omni beacons field 852 in the superframe. A device, using
the number contained in the current Q-omni beacon ID field 850, will know which Q-omni direction from which it heard
the beacon.
[0061] FIG. 8B illustrates a superframe information element 860 that is transmitted with the beamforming information
element 840, and includes a PNC address field 862, a PNC response field 864, a piconet mode 866, a maximum
transmission power level 868, a S-CAP duration field 870, a number of S-CAP periods field 872, a CAP end time field
874, a superframe duration field 876, and a time token 878.
[0062] FIGs. 9A and 9B illustrate two approaches for a beamforming operation by devices in accordance with various
aspect of the disclosure. FIG. 9A is directed to a beamforming process 900 of a device with omnidirectional receive
capabilities. In step 902 the omnidirectional device only need to detect the Q-omni beacons of one superframe. If the
device is not omnidirectional, the device needs to sweep over all its received directions by listening to one superframe
for each receive direction for example in order to detect the beacon. Upon detection of the Q-omni beacons, the device
stores a Link-Quality Factor (LQF) in step 904 for each of the Q-omni beacons. Then, in step 906, the device sorts the
L LQFs, [LQF(1), ..., LQF(L)], and identifies the best PNC direction 1 corresponding to the highest LQF:

[0063] In one aspect, the LQF is based on at least one of a signal strength, a signal to noise ratio, and a signal to
noise and interference ratio. In another aspect, the LQF could also be based on any combination of the aforementioned
factors.
[0064] In step 908, the device associates itself with the PNC during the lth CAP of the current superframe, and instep
910 informs the PNC that all further communications should occur with the PNC using its lth Q-omni direction. The device
may still track the set of L best directions by monitoring the corresponding S-omni beacons every Q superframes. If a
direction (e.g., the rth S-omni direction) is found with a better LQF, the device may inform the PNC to transmit the next
packet using the rth S-omni direction by encoding it in the "NEXT DIRECTION" field in the PHY header.
[0065] FIG. 9B illustrates a beamforming process 920 performed by a device with a single directional antenna in
accordance with an aspect of the disclosure. In step 922, the device may receive an entire cycle of M superframes and
when the device detects one of the Q-Omni beacons, it will learn that it is receiving the mth superframe, and will listen
to superframes m, m+1, ... , m+M-1.
[0066] During the cycle of M superframes, the device measures, stores, and sorts J LQFs in step 924 corresponding
to the J directional PNC directions. During the same cycle, the device measures the L LQFs corresponding to the L S-
omni PNC directions in step 926. Then, in step 928, the device determines the best directional direction, j, and the best
Q-omni direction, 1. The device associates with the PNC during the 1th CAP of the (m+M-1)th superframe and informs
the PNC in step 930 that all further communications should occur with the PNC using its jlh directional direction. Optionally,
the device may continue to track the set of J directions by monitoring the corresponding directional beacons every Q3M
superframes. If a direction r is found with a better LQF, the device may direct the PNC to update its directional beam
pattern to the device by encoding direction r in the "NEXT DIRECTION" field in the PHY header.
[0067] FIG. 10A illustrates an overview of a beamforming process 1000 in accordance with an aspect of the disclosure
that may be performed with a directional device capable of transmitting and receiving in at least one Q-omni direction
and I directional directions. In step 1010, the device will perform Q-omni beacon detection. Once a beacon has been
detected, the device will perform detection for directional preambles and the LQFs therefor in step 1020. In step 1030,
the device can optionally rescan for a preferred set of directional preambles. The rescan will allow the device to verify
that the selected Q-omni directions are preferred. Lastly, in step 1040, the device will associate itself with the PNC based
on the preferred LQF.
[0068] FIG. 10B details the beacon detection process 1010 where, starting with step 1010-1, the device sets a timeout
and begins to search for a beacon in one of Q-omni directions. The device will search for a Q-omni beacon as long as
the time has not expired in step 1010-2. If the detection is successful, as determined in step 1010-3, then the device will
read the beacon information and obtain all timing parameters of the Q-omni transmission as well as the superframe. If
the device starts listening during the mth superframe, then upon detection of a Q-omni beacon (e.g., Q-omni beacon
number 1), it discovers that it is listening during the mth superframe. The device can set its directional pattern to the
direction of the beacon. If the device does not detect a Q-omni beacon, then operation continues with step 1010-4, where
the device can start its own piconet or, in the alternative, go to sleep mode.
[0069] FIG. 10C details the directional preamble acquisition and LQF determination process 1020 where, in one aspect,
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as detailed in steps 1020-1 to 1020-5, the device may listen to I3J superframes, J superframes for each of its I directions
as follows. The device sets its directional direction to number 1, listens to M superframes (m, m+1, ... , m+M-1), as
shown in steps 1020-2, 1020-3 and 1020-1 and stores the corresponding J LQFs, LQF(1,1)...LQF(1,J), wherein the first
index refers to the device’s direction, whereas the second index refers to the PNC’s direction. In step 1020-3, the device
sets its directional direction to number 2, listens to the next superframe, and stores the J LQFs: LQF(2,1) ... LQF(2,J)
in step 1020-1. These step are repeated a determined number of (e.g., M) times. Upon the last iteration, the device sets
its directional direction to number I, listens to the next M superframes, and stores the J LQFs: LQF(1,1) ... LQF(I,J).
[0070] FIG. 10D details the best directional determination process 1030, where, in step 1030-1, the device finds the
best directional combination (i,j) referring to the device using its ith directional direction and the PNC using it jth directional
direction. sorts the corresponding J LQFs, LQF(1,1)...LQF(1,J),In step 1030-2, the device can also listen to another I3M
superframes for verification of the best directional direction.
[0071] FIG. 10E details the device association process 1040 with the PNC where, in step 1040-1, the device sets its
directional pattern to #1 and resets the superframe counter to zero. Then, in steps 1040-2 to 1040-5, the device will
attempt to associate with the base station and pass the PNC the preferred direction information. In one aspect, the
device sends the information to the PNC during the 1th S-CAP period and informs the PNC of the best direction at this
time. If the association is successful in step 1040-4, then operation continues to step 10-6, where the device declares
a successful acquisition and switches its directional pattern to the best direction.
[0072] In another aspect of the disclosure, the device can also perform an iterative process set its directional direction
to number 1 and listens to the N directional beacons during the current superframe. If a direction j corresponding to the
PNC’s directional direction having an adequate LQF is found, then the device will associate to the PNC during the 1th

S-CAP period and inform the PNC to use its jth direction for data communication. The device may still choose to scan
for better directions, and if one is found, it informs the PNC to switch to the new direction by encoding the field "NEXT
DIRECTION" in the PHY header. If no adequate direction is found, the device switches to another direction (e.g., direction
r) that is orthogonal to direction 1 and listens to the next superframe. This process may be repeated until an adequate
direction is found.
[0073] On-demand beamforming may be performed between two devices, or between a PNC and one device. In one
aspect of the disclosure, on-demand beamforming is conducted in the CTA allocated to the link between two devices.
When a device is communicating with multiple devices, the same messaging protocol as the proactive beamforming
messaging protocol is used. In this case, the CTA will play the role of the beacon period during the beamforming phase,
and will be used for data communication thereafter. In the case where only two devices are communicating, since the
CTA is a direct link between them, it is possible to employ a more collaborative and interactive on-demand beamforming
messaging protocol.
[0074] In a Q-omni phase, a first device begins its first transmission with L1 Q-omni packets followed by L1 corre-
sponding Q-omni listening periods, such as illustrated in FIG. 11. The first device keeps repeating this section until a
second device returns a response. Each Q-omni training packet contains the Q-omni training packet IE, such as shown
in FIG. 12A. An Q-omni training response packet IE is shown in FIG. 12B.
[0075] The second device, which is capable of L2 Q-omni directions, sets its reception direction to one of the L2
directions and listens to device 1’s first L1 transmissions and stores L1 LQFs. Device 2 moves to a new direction and
listens to device 1’s second period of L1 transmissions. This process may be repeated until an adequate LQF is found.
Alternatively, device 2 may choose to listen using all L2 directions, and then find the best LQF. At the end of this phase,
both devices know the best combination of Q-Omni directions to use for exchanging data.
[0076] Device 2 may use the Q-Omni training response packet IE to inform device 1 of its Q-omni capabilities (i.e. L2,
as well as its own best first direction and second direction that it will use for all messaging). Furthermore, device 2 may
inform device 1 of the best first and second directions it discovered from the L1 direction. Device 1’s best Q-omni direction
would be labeled 11, and device 2’s best Q-omni-direction would be labeled 12. Similarly, device 2 may inform device
1 of its directional capability.
[0077] FIG s. 13A-13C relate to a directional phase of on-demand beamforming. The first device uses R cycles to
perform beamforming. The R cycles may occur within one CTA, or may be distributed over M superframes. Each cycle
comprises K sub-cycles, where N and K can change from one cycle to another. This will allow for different search
algorithms, such as random and binary search. This also helps differentiate between acquisition and tracking. Each
cycle is preceded by a Q-omni transmission outlining the structure of the current cycle. Each sub-cycle includes N
directional preambles followed by a Q-omni listening period. FIG. 13B shows an IE transmitted in the Q-omni beacon,
and the form of the response is illustrate in FIG. 13C.
[0078] Several aspects of a wireless network 1400 will now be presented with reference to FIG. 14, which is a network
formed in a manner that is compatible with the IEEE 802.15.3c Personal Area Networks (PAN) standard and herein
referred to as a piconet. The network 1400 is a wireless ad hoc data communication system that allows a number of
independent data devices such as a plurality of data devices (DEVs) 1420 to communicate with each other. Networks
with functionality similar to the network 1400 are also referred to as a basic service set (BSS), or independent basic
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service (IBSS) if the communication is between a pair of devices.
[0079] Each DEV of the plurality of DEVs 1420 is a device that implements a MAC and PHY interface to the wireless
medium of the network 1400. A device with functionality similar to the devices in the plurality of DEVs 1420 may be
referred to as an access terminal, a user terminal, a mobile station, a subscriber station, a station, a wireless device, a
terminal, a node, or some other suitable terminology. The various concepts described throughout this disclosure are
intended to apply to all suitable wireless nodes regardless of their specific nomenclature.
[0080] Under IEEE 802.15.3c, one DEV will assume the role of a coordinator of the piconet. This coordinating DEV
is referred to as a PicoNet Coordinator (PNC) and is illustrated in FIG. 14 as a PNC 1410. Thus, the PNC includes the
same device functionality of the plurality of other devices, but provides coordination for the network. For example, the
PNC 1410 provides services such as basic timing for the network 1400 using a beacon; and management of any Quality
of Service (QoS) requirements, power-save modes, and network access control. A device with similar functionality as
described for the PNC 1410 in other systems may be referred to as an access point, a base station, a base transceiver
station, a station, a terminal, a node, an access terminal acting as an access point, or some other suitable terminology.
The PNC 1410 coordinates the communication between the various devices in the network 1400 using a structure
referred as a superframe. Each superframe is bounded based on time by beacon periods.
[0081] The PNC 1410 may also be coupled to a system controller 1430 to communicate with other networks or other
PNCs.
[0082] FIG. 15 illustrates a preamble generation apparatus 1500 that may be used with various aspects of the disclo-
sure, the preamble generation apparatus 1500 including an extended Golay code selection module 1502 for obtaining
an extended Golay code selected from a set of extended Golay codes; an extended Golay code modification module
1504 that modifies the extended Golay code from the extended Golay code selection module 1502; and a preamble
generator 1506 that generates a preamble using the modified extended Golay code from the extended Golay code
modification module 1504. A preamble transmitter 1508 then transmits the preamble.
[0083] FIG. 16 illustrates a quasi-omni packet and directional preamble transmitter apparatus 1600 that may be used
with various aspects of the disclosure, the quasi-omni packet and directional preamble transmitter apparatus 1600
including a quasi-omni packet transmitter module 1602 that transmits a plurality of quasi-omni packets, each quasi-omni
packet being transmitted in a particular quasi-omni pattern; and, a directional preamble transmitter module 1604 that
transmits a plurality of preambles from the first device, each preamble being transmitted in one of a plurality of directional
patterns, wherein the plurality of quasi-omni packets and the plurality of preambles are used to determine a beamforming
profile.
[0084] FIG. 17 illustrates a beamforming feedback apparatus 1700 that may be used with various aspects of the
disclosure, the beamforming feedback apparatus 1700 including a quasi-omni packet detection module 1702 that detects
a quasi-omni packet of a plurality of quasi-omni packets transmitted in plurality of quasi-omni patterns from a first device;
a preamble detection module 1704 that detects a preamble transmitted in a directional pattern from the first device; a
preferred pattern determination module 1706 that determines a preferred pattern including at least one of a detected
quasi-omni pattern and a detected directional pattern; and a feedback transmitter module 1708 that transmits a feedback
to the first device including the preferred pattern.
[0085] Various aspects described herein may be implemented as a method, apparatus, or article of manufacture using
standard programming and/or engineering techniques. The term "article of manufacture" as used herein is intended to
encompass a computer program accessible from any computer-readable device, carrier, or media. For example, com-
puter readable media may include, but are not limited to, magnetic storage devices, optical disks, digital versatile disk,
smart cards, and flash memory devices.
[0086] The disclosure is not intended to be limited to the preferred aspects. Furthermore, those skilled in the art should
recognize that the method and apparatus aspects described herein may be implemented in a variety of ways, including
implementations in hardware, software, firmware, or various combinations thereof. Examples of such hardware may
include ASICs, Field Programmable Gate Arrays, general-purpose processors, DSPs, and/or other circuitry. Software
and/or firmware implementations of the disclosure may be implemented via any combination of programming languages,
including Java, C, C++, MatlabTM, Verilog, VHDL, and/or processor specific machine and assembly languages.
[0087] Those of skill would further appreciate that the various illustrative logical blocks, modules, processors, means,
circuits, and algorithm steps described in connection with the aspects disclosed herein may be implemented as electronic
hardware (e.g., a digital implementation, an analog implementation, or a combination of the two, which may be designed
using source coding or some other technique), various forms of program or design code incorporating instructions (which
may be referred to herein, for convenience, as "software" or a "software module"), or combinations of both. To clearly
illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and software, various illustrative components, blocks, modules, circuits,
and steps have been described above generally in terms of their functionality. Whether such functionality is implemented
as hardware or software depends upon the particular application and design constraints imposed on the overall system.
Skilled artisans may implement the described functionality in varying ways for each particular application, but such
implementation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from the scope of the present disclosure.
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[0088] The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and circuits described in connection with the aspects disclosed
herein may be implemented within or performed by an integrated circuit ("IC"), an access terminal, or an access point.
The IC may comprise a general purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor
logic, discrete hardware components, electrical components, optical components, mechanical components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described herein, and may execute codes or instructions that reside
within the IC, outside of the IC, or both. A general purpose processor may be a microprocessor, but in the alternative,
the processor may be any conventional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A processor may also
be implemented as a combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality
of microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.
[0089] The method and system aspects described herein merely illustrate particular aspects of the disclosure. It should
be appreciated that those skilled in the art will be able to devise various arrangements, which, although not explicitly
described or shown herein, embody the principles of the disclosure and are included within its scope. Furthermore, all
examples and conditional language recited herein are intended to be only for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader
in understanding the principles of the disclosure. This disclosure and its associated references are to be construed as
being without limitation to such specifically recited examples and conditions. Moreover, all statements herein reciting
principles, aspects, and aspects of the disclosure, as well as specific examples thereof, are intended to encompass both
structural and functional equivalents thereof. Additionally, it is intended that such equivalents include both currently
known equivalents as well as equivalents developed in the future, i.e., any elements developed that perform the same
function, regardless of structure.
[0090] It should be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the block diagrams herein represent conceptual views
of illustrative circuitry, algorithms, and functional steps embodying principles of the disclosure. Similarly, it should be
appreciated that any flow charts, flow diagrams, signal diagrams, system diagrams, codes, and the like represent various
processes that may be substantially represented in computer-readable medium and so executed by a computer or
processor, whether or not such computer or processor is explicitly shown.

Claims

1. A method for communication comprising:

transmitting a plurality of quasi-omni packets (610) from a first device (1410), each quasi-omni packet (610)
being transmitted in a particular quasi-omni radiation pattern;
transmitting a plurality of preambles (630) from the first device (1410), each preamble (630) being transmitted
in one of a plurality of directional radiation patterns, wherein the plurality of quasi-omni packets (610) and the
plurality of preambles (630) are used to determine a beamforming profile of the first device, monitoring for a
preamble (630) from a plurality of directions with the first device;
determining (904, 924, 926, 1020) a link quality factor for each of the plurality of directions based on the preamble;
identifying (906, 928) a preferred direction from the plurality of directions based on the link quality factor; and
transmitting (908, 930) a feedback comprising the preferred direction, wherein the feedback further comprises
a link quality factor corresponding to the preferred direction.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving an association request from a second device comprising a requested pattern, wherein the requested
pattern comprising at least one of a selected quasi-omni pattern and a selected directional pattern; and
transmitting all future communication for the second device based on the requested pattern.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the requested pattern is selected based on a link quality factor identified by the
second device (1420), and wherein preferably the link quality factor is based on at least one of a signal strength, a
signal to noise ratio, and a signal to noise and interference ratio.

4. A method for communication comprising:

detecting (902) at least one quasi-omni packet (610) of a plurality of quasi-omni packets (610) transmitted in a
plurality of quasi-omni radiation patterns from a first device;
detecting (1020) a preamble (630) transmitted in a directional radiation pattern from the first device (1410);
determining (906, 928) a preferred pattern comprising at least one of a detected quasi-omni pattern and a
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detected directional pattern; and
transmitting (908, 930) a feedback comprising the preferred pattern to the first device, wherein the feedback
further comprises a link quality factor corresponding to the preferred direction.

5. A communication apparatus comprising:

means (1602) configured for transmitting a plurality of quasi-omni packets (610) from a first device (1410), each
quasi-omni packet (610) being transmitted in a particular quasi-omni radiation pattern;
means (1604) configured for transmitting a plurality of preambles (630) from the first device (1410), each pre-
amble (630) being transmitted in one of a plurality of directional radiation patterns, wherein the plurality of quasi-
omni packets (610) and the plurality of preambles (630) are used to determine a beamforming profile of the first
device;
means configured for monitoring for a preamble from a plurality of directions with the first device;
means configured for determining a link quality factor for each of the plurality of directions based on the preamble;
means configured for identifying a preferred direction from the plurality of directions based on the link quality
factor; and
means configured for transmitting a feedback comprising the preferred direction, wherein the feedback further
comprises a link quality factor corresponding to the preferred direction.

6. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein the plurality of directional patterns is based on one particular
quasi-omni pattern.

7. The communication apparatus of claim 6, wherein the one particular quasi-omni pattern is identified by a second
device (1420) that has received at least one quasi-omni packet (610).

8. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein each quasi-omni pattern has an angular coverage broader than
a coverage of each directional pattern.

9. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein each quasi-omni pattern comprises at least one of a plurality of
sectors, a plurality of directions, and a plurality of a pattern of a switched antenna array.

10. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein at least one of the plurality of quasi-omni packets (610) comprises
a beacon (650).

11. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein the link quality factor is based on at least one of a signal strength,
a signal to noise ratio, and a signal to noise and interference ratio.

12. The communication apparatus of claim 5, wherein each quasi-omni packet (610) comprises at least one of a quasi-
omni packet, a number of quasi-omni packets, and a total number of quasi-omni directions.

13. A communication apparatus for communication comprising:

means configured for detecting at least one quasi-omni packet (610) of a plurality of quasi-omni packets (610)
transmitted in a plurality of quasi-omni radiation patterns from a first device;
means configured for detecting a preamble (630) transmitted in a directional radiation pattern from the first
device (1410);
means configured for determining a preferred pattern comprising at least one of a detected quasi-omni pattern
and a detected directional pattern; and
means configured for transmitting a feedback comprising the preferred pattern to the first device (1410), wherein
the feedback further comprises a link quality factor corresponding to the preferred direction.

14. The communication apparatus of claim 13, wherein each quasi-omni packet (610) comprises a beacon (650).

15. The communication apparatus of claim 13, wherein the detection means comprises means configured for sweeping
over a plurality of quasi-omni patterns of a second device (1420), or means configured for sweeping over a plurality
directional patterns of a second device (1420).
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Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren zur Kommunikation, das Folgendes aufweist:

Senden einer Vielzahl von quasi-omni-direktionalen Paketen bzw. Quasi-Omni-Paketen (610) von einer ersten
Einrichtung (1410), wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Paket (610) in einem bestimmten Quasi-Omni-Strahlungsmuster
gesendet wird;
Senden einer Vielzahl von Präambeln (630) von der ersten Einrichtung (1410), wobei jede Präambel (630) in
einem einer Vielzahl von direktionalen Strahlungsmustern gesendet wird, wobei die Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-
Paketen (610) und die Vielzahl von Präambeln (630) verwendet wird zum Bestimmen eines Beamforming- bzw.
Strahlformungsprofils der ersten Einrichtung,
Überwachen hinsichtlich einer Präambel (630) aus einer Vielzahl von Richtungen mit der ersten Einrichtung;
Bestimmen (904, 924, 926, 1020) eines Verbindungsqualitätsfaktors für jede der Vielzahl von Richtungen ba-
sierend auf der Präambel;
Identifizieren (906, 928) einer bevorzugten Richtung aus der Vielzahl von Richtungen basierend auf dem Ver-
bindungsqualitätsfaktor; und
Senden (908, 930) eines Feedbacks, das die bevorzugte Richtung aufweist, wobei das Feedback weiter einen
Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor aufweist, der der bevorzugten Richtung entspricht.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das weiter Folgendes aufweist:

Empfangen einer Assozüerungsanfrage von einer zweiten Einrichtung, die ein angefragtes Muster aufweist,
wobei das angefragte Muster ein ausgewähltes Quasi-Omni-Muster und/oder ein ausgewähltes direktionales
Muster aufweist; und
Senden aller zukünftigen Kommunikation für die zweite Einrichtung basierend auf dem angefragten Muster.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei das angefragte Muster basierend auf einem Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor ausge-
wählt wird, der durch die zweite Einrichtung (1420) identifiziert wird, und
wobei vorzugsweise der Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor auf wenigstens einem von einer Signalstärke, einem Signal-
zu-Rauschen-Verhältnis und einem Signal-zu-Rauschen-und-Interferenz-Verhältnis basiert.

4. Ein Verfahren zur Kommunikation, das Folgendes aufweist:

Detektieren (902) wenigstens eines Quasi-Omni-Pakets (610) einer Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Paketen (610),
die in einer Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Strahlungsmustern von einer ersten Einrichtung gesendet werden;
Detektieren (1020) einer Präambel (630), die in einem direktionalen Strahlungsmuster von der ersten Einrichtung
(1410) gesendet wird;
Bestimmen (906, 928) eines bevorzugten Musters, das ein detektiertes Quasi-Omni-Muster und/oder ein de-
tektiertes direktionales Muster aufweist; und
Senden (908, 930) eines Feedbacks, das das bevorzugte Muster aufweist, an die erste Einrichtung, wobei das
Feedback weiter einen Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor aufweist, der der bevorzugten Richtung entspricht.

5. Eine Kommunikationsvorrichtung, die Folgendes aufweist:

Mittel (1602), die konfiguriert sind zum Senden einer Vielzahl von quasi-omni-direktionalen Paketen bzw. Quasi-
Omni-Paketen (610) von einer ersten Einrichtung (1410), wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Paket (610) in einem be-
stimmten Quasi-Omni-Strahlungsmuster gesendet wird;
Mittel (1604), die konfiguriert sind zum Senden einer Vielzahl von Präambeln (630) von der ersten Einrichtung
(1410), wobei jede Präambel (630) in einem einer Vielzahl von direktionalen Strahlungsmustern gesendet wird,
wobei die Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Paketen (610) und die Vielzahl von Präambeln (630) verwendet wird zum
Bestimmen eines Beamforming- bzw. Strahlformungsprofils der ersten Einrichtung,
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Überwachen hinsichtlich einer Präambel aus einer Vielzahl von Richtungen mit
der ersten Einrichtung;
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Bestimmen eines Verbindungsqualitätsfaktors für jede der Vielzahl von Rich-
tungen basierend auf der Präambel;
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Identifizieren einer bevorzugten Richtung aus der Vielzahl von Richtungen
basierend auf dem Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor;
und
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Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Senden eines Feedbacks, das die bevorzugte Richtung aufweist, wobei das
Feedback weiter einen Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor aufweist, der der bevorzugten Richtung entspricht.

6. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Vielzahl von direktionalen Mustern auf einem bestimmten
Quasi-Omni-Muster basiert.

7. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, wobei das eine bestimmte Quasi-Omni-Muster durch eine zweite
Einrichtung (1420) identifiziert wird, die wenigstens ein Quasi-Omni-Paket (610) empfangen hat.

8. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Muster eine Winkelabdeckung hat, die
breiter als eine Abdeckung jedes direktionalen Musters ist.

9. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Muster wenigstens eines von einer Vielzahl
von Sektoren, einer Vielzahl von Richtungen und einer Vielzahl von Mustern einer geschalteten Antennenanordnung
aufweist.

10. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei wenigstens eines der Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Paketen (610)
einen Beacon (650) aufweist.

11. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor auf wenigstens einem von
einer Signalstärke, einem Signal-zu-Rauschen-Verhältnis und einem Signal-zu-Rauschen-und-Interferenz-Verhält-
nis basiert.

12. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Paket (610) wenigstens eines von einem
Quasi-Omni-Paket, einer Anzahl von Quasi-Omni-Paketen und einer Gesamtzahl von Quasi-Omni-Richtungen auf-
weist.

13. Eine Kommunikationsvorrichtung zur Kommunikation, die Folgendes aufweist:

Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Detektieren wenigstens eines Quasi-Omni-Pakets (610) einer Vielzahl von
Quasi-Omni-Paketen (610), die in einer Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Strahlungsmustern von einer ersten Einrich-
tung gesendet werden;
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Detektieren einer Präambel (630), die in einem direktionalen Strahlungsmuster
von der ersten Einrichtung (1410) gesendet wird;
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Bestimmen eines bevorzugten Musters, das ein detektiertes Quasi-Omni-Muster
und/oder ein detektiertes direktionales Muster aufweist; und
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Senden eines Feedbacks, das das bevorzugte Muster aufweist, an die erste
Einrichtung (1410), wobei das Feedback weiter einen Verbindungsqualitätsfaktor aufweist, der der bevorzugten
Richtung entspricht.

14. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, wobei jedes Quasi-Omni-Paket (610) einen Beacon (650) aufweist.

15. Kommunikationsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 13, wobei die Detektionsmittel Mittel aufweisen, die konfiguriert sind zum
Durchlaufen bzw. Überstreichen einer Vielzahl von Quasi-Omni-Mustern einer zweiten Einrichtung (1420), oder
Mittel, die konfiguriert sind zum Durchlaufen bzw. Überstreichen einer Vielzahl von direktionalen Mustern einer
zweiten Einrichtung (1420).

Revendications

1. Procédé de communication comprenant :

émettre une pluralité de paquets quasi omnidirectionnels (610) à partir d’un premier dispositif (1410), chaque
paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610) étant émis dans un motifde rayonnement quasi omnidirectionnel particulier ;
émettre une pluralité de préambules (630) à partir du premier dispositif (1410), chaque préambule (630) étant
émis dans l’un d’une pluralité de motifs de rayonnement directionnels, la pluralité de paquets quasi omnidirec-
tionnels (610) et la pluralité de préambules (630) étant utilisées pour déterminer un profil de formation de
faisceau du premier dispositif, surveiller un préambule (630) à partir d’une pluralité de direction avec le premier
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dispositif ;
déterminer (904, 924, 926, 1020) un facteur de qualité de liaison pour chacune de la pluralité de directions sur
la base du préambule ;
identifier (906, 928) une direction préférée parmi la pluralité de directions sur la base du facteur de qualité de
liaison ; et
émettre (908, 930) des informations de retour comprenant la direction préférée, les informations de retour
comprenant en outre un facteur de qualité de liaison correspondant à la direction préférée.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :

recevoir une requête d’association à partir d’un deuxième dispositif comprenant un motif demandé, le motif
demandé comprenant au moins l’un d’un motif quasi omnidirectionnel sélectionné et d’un motif directionnel
sélectionné ; et
émettre toute communication future pour le deuxième dispositif sur la base du motif demandé.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le motif demandé est sélectionné sur la base d’un facteur de qualité
de liaison identifié par le deuxième dispositif (1420), et dans lequel de préférence le facteur de qualité de liaison
est basé sur au moins un élément parmi une intensité de signal, un rapport signal sur bruit et un rapport signal sur
bruit plus interférences.

4. Procédé de communication comprenant :

détecter (902) au moins un paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610) d’une pluralité de paquets quasi omnidirec-
tionnels (610) émis dans une pluralité de motifs de rayonnement quasi omnidirectionnels à partir d’un premier
dispositif ;
détecter (1020) un préambule (630) émis dans un motif de rayonnement directionnel à partir du premier dispositif
(1410) ;
déterminer (906, 928) un motif préféré comprenant au moins l’un d’un motif quasi omnidirectionnel détecté et
d’un motif directionnel détecté ; et
émettre (908, 930) des informations de retour comprenant le motif préféré vers le premier dispositif, les infor-
mations de retour comprenant en outre un facteur de qualité de liaison correspondant à la direction préférée.

5. Dispositif de communication comprenant :

des moyens (1602) agencés pour émettre une pluralité de paquets quasi omnidirectionnels (610) à partir d’un
premier dispositif (1410), chaque paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610) étant émis dans un motif de rayonnement
quasi omnidirectionnel particulier ;
des moyens (1604) agencés pour émettre une pluralité de préambules (630) à partir du premier dispositif (1410),
chaque préambule (630) étant émis dans l’un d’une pluralité de motifs de rayonnement directionnels, la pluralité
de paquets quasi omnidirectionnels (610) et la pluralité de préambules (630) étant utilisées pour déterminer un
profil de formation de faisceau du premier dispositif ;
des moyens agencés pour surveiller un préambule à partir d’une pluralité de direction avec le premier dispositif ;
des moyens agencés pour déterminer un facteur de qualité de liaison pour chacune de la pluralité de directions
sur la base du préambule ;
des moyens agencés pour identifier une direction préférée parmi la pluralité de directions sur la base du facteur
de qualité de liaison ; et
des moyens agencés pour émettre des informations de retour comprenant la direction préférée, les informations
de retour comprenant en outre un facteur de qualité de liaison correspondant à la direction préférée.

6. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la pluralité de motifs directionnels est basée sur
un motif quasi omnidirectionnel particulier.

7. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 6, dans lequel ledit motif quasi omnidirectionnel particulier est
identifié par un deuxième dispositif (1420) qui a reçu au moins un paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610).

8. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel chaque motif quasi omnidirectionnel a une cou-
verture angulaire plus large qu’une couverture de chaque motif directionnel.



EP 2 223 441 B1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

9. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel chaque motif quasi omnidirectionnel comprend
au moins l’une d’une pluralité de secteurs, d’une pluralité de direction et d’une pluralité de motifs d’un réseau
d’antennes commutées.

10. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel au moins l’un de la pluralité de paquets quasi
omnidirectionnels (610) comprend une balise (650).

11. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le facteur de qualité de liaison est basé sur au
moins un élément parmi une intensité de signal, un rapport signal sur bruit et un rapport signal sur bruit plus
interférences.

12. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel chaque paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610)
comprend au moins l’un d’un paquet quasi omnidirectionnel, d’un nombre de paquets quasi omnidirectionnels, et
d’un nombre total de directions quasi omnidirectionnelles.

13. Dispositif de communication pour des communications, comprenant :

des moyens agencés pour détecter au moins un paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610) d’une pluralité de paquets
quasi omnidirectionnels (610) émis dans une pluralité de motifs de rayonnement quasi omnidirectionnels à
partir d’un premier dispositif ;
des moyens agencés pour détecter un préambule (630) émis dans un motif de rayonnement directionnel à
partir du premier dispositif (1410) ;
des moyens agencés pour déterminer un motif préféré comprenant au moins l’un d’un motif quasi omnidirec-
tionnel détecté et d’un motif directionnel détecté ; et
des moyens agencés pour émettre des informations de retour comprenant le motif préféré vers le premier
dispositif (1410), les informations de retour comprenant en outre un facteur de qualité de liaison correspondant
à la direction préférée.

14. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 13, dans lequel chaque paquet quasi omnidirectionnel (610)
comprend une balise (650).

15. Dispositif de communication selon la revendication 13, dans lequel les moyens de détection comprennent des
moyens agencés pour balayer sur une pluralité de motifs quasi omnidirectionnels d’un deuxième dispositif (1420),
ou des moyens agencés pour balayer sur une pluralité de motifs directionnels d’un deuxième dispositif (1420).
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