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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates, in general, to a
method of setting a beacon slot using a beacon table in
a Wireless Personal Area Network (WPAN) and to a
WPAN device, and, more particularly, to a method of set-
ting a beacon slot and a WPAN device, in which each
device sets my beacon slot in consideration of the beacon
transmission time slots of neighbor devices and devices
neighboring the neighbor devices through the generation
of a beacon table in a WPAN environment, thus enabling
the beacon transmission time slots of other devices to
be reused without causing collisions between beacons.

[Background Art]

[0002] Wireless Personal Area Network (hereinafter
referred to as ’WPAN’) technology is one of the core tech-
nologies for ubiquitous networks in which persons, com-
puters and objects are connected to each other through
a single structure. A representative example of the ap-
plication of WPAN technology is a sensor network, which
functions to combine an existing sensor network envi-
ronment with an actual physical environment.
[0003] A sensor network occupies an important role in
realizing the ubiquitous generation. In particular, when
ubiquitous networking is implemented in the home, it will
provide a large incentive to construct national-level infra-
structure, and thus the construction of a ubiquitous net-
working environment in the home is very significant. Fur-
ther, home networking technology, which is one of the
ubiquitous networking technologies, has emerged as a
core technology for overcoming the serious situation in
which existing markets for electric home appliances are
rather depressed, in the ubiquitous generation, and a
sensor network is central to such home networking tech-
nology.
[0004] It is predicted that a sensor network, expected
to be composed of several hundreds or thousands of
small sensor modules, will be applied to various fields,
such as remote monitoring in intelligent home networks,
automatic manufacturing process control, the adminis-
tration of warehouse and physical distribution, remote
patient monitoring in hospitals, and security systems for
break-in detection.
[0005] Meanwhile, a WPAN can be used to implement
such technology, and is characterized in that it has ad-
vantages, such as a transmission range of less than 10m,
low power consumption, and a size small enough to be
mounted in a sensor or the like. Of such WPAN technol-
ogies, technology that is currently attracting attention in-
cludes ZigBee, which is low-speed and low-power WPAN
technology. However, current ZigBee technology is lim-
itedly applicable to networks and suffers from the insta-
bility of networks.
[0006] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a transmission in-

terval between beacons transmitted by a single node in
ZigBee. A single node has a period during which data is
transmitted or received after transmitting a beacon, and
then has a sleep period in order to reduce power con-
sumption. The intervals at this time are regularly desig-
nated and are equally applied to a next beacon transmis-
sion period, a next data transmission/reception period,
and a next sleep period. That is, the beacon transmission
period, the data transmission/reception period, and the
sleep period are repeated at regular intervals.
[0007] During the sleep period, the transmission of da-
ta is possible, but the reception of data is impossible. The
transmission of a beacon is required in order to connect
a node below a reference node, so that the last node
present in the configuration of a network does not require
the transmission of a beacon after a certain period of time
has elapsed.
[0008] FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the status of the
transmission of beacons between two nodes occurring
at the time of transmitting beacons between a first node
and a second node. The first node transmits a beacon
to the second node and transmits a time slot, ranging
from the transmission of the beacon to the transmission
of the next beacon, to the second node. The second
node, having received the time slot, transmits its own
beacon in the start section of the period, which is not
used by the first node, in order to avoid collisions with
the beacon transmitted by the first node.
[0009] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the inefficiency of
data transmission in a conventional method of setting a
beacon slot, in which the inefficiency of data transmis-
sion, occurring as nodes have a large depth when com-
munication is performed by configuring beacon transmis-
sion time slots using the method of FIG. 2, is shown.
[0010] In network configuration in which the depth of
nodes is 5, as shown in FIG. 3, when a fifth node attempts
to transmit data to a first node, the data must be trans-
mitted during the period in which a fourth node can re-
ceive data transmitted from the fifth node.
[0011] However, since the period in which the fourth
node can receive data has already elapsed, the fifth node
must wait for the next period in which the fourth node can
receive data. As a result, since the time taken to transmit
data up to the first node is increased by one cycle in this
way, there is a problem in that the total transmission time
increases.
[0012] FIG. 4 is a network configuration diagram show-
ing a conventional method of setting a beacon slot, in
which a wireless network environment configured using
the methods of FIGS. 1 and 2 is shown.
[0013] In the drawing, the WPAN environment is con-
figured such that a coordinator has first and second
nodes in its own communication range, and the first node
and the second node have third and fourth nodes and
fifth and sixth nodes in their own communication ranges,
respectively.
[0014] FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of the
setting of a beacon slot in the network environment of
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FIG. 4.
[0015] As shown in the drawing, in the case where the
beacon transmission interval is configured using the
method of FIG. 2 in the network environment of FIG. 4,
when the first and second nodes perceive the beacon
transmitted from the coordinator, the first and second
nodes cannot recognize each other in their own commu-
nication ranges, and thus they transmit their beacons af-
ter the same interval has elapsed from the time point at
which the coordinator transmits the beacon.
[0016] In this case, as described above, since the first
and second nodes are not located in their communication
ranges, there is no problem in transmitting beacons so
as to set up connection to third, fourth, fifth and sixth
nodes and perform data transmission even if the beacon
transmission time slots of the first and second nodes are
identical to each other. However, if another node appears
and sets up a new connection, a collision between bea-
cons may occur. This phenomenon is described in detail
with reference to FIGS. 6 and 7.
[0017] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing network configu-
ration formed when a new node joins the network of FIG.
4, and FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of the
setting of a beacon slot in the network environment of
FIG. 6.
[0018] As shown in FIG. 6, a seventh node, appearing
and newly joining the network, enters the communication
range of a coordinator, and the communication range of
the seventh node includes first, second, fourth and fifth
nodes.
[0019] In this case, when beacon transmission time
slots are configured using the methods of FIGS. 2 and
5, the seventh node receives a beacon from the coordi-
nator, and calculates my beacon transmission time slot.
Therefore, the beacon transmission time slot of the sev-
enth node is set as the same time as that of the first and
second nodes, as shown in FIG. 7.
[0020] When the network is configured in this way,
there is no problem in the communication between the
coordinator and the first, second and seventh nodes be-
cause the first, second and seventh nodes need to re-
ceive only the beacon from the coordinator. However,
when the seventh node is generated after the network of
FIG. 4 has been configured, some problem may occur.
[0021] That is, as shown in FIG. 6, the communication
range of the seventh node includes fourth and fifth nodes,
and the beacon transmission time slot of the seventh
node is identical to that of the first and second nodes.
[0022] Accordingly, if the first, second and seventh
nodes simultaneously transmit beacons, a beacon colli-
sion occurs in the third node because the first and sev-
enth nodes simultaneously transmit the beacons, and
occurs in the fourth node because the second and sev-
enth nodes simultaneously transmit the beacons. Due
thereto, there are disadvantages in that a previously con-
figured network is broken and is prevented from perform-
ing communication, and thus it is impossible to configure
a mesh network enabling a more powerful communica-

tion network to be formed in wireless communication for
which various communication networks can be config-
ured.
[0023] International Patent Application No.
WO2006/120651 describes an access protocol for the
support of mesh networking in which during an intra-cell
traffic process a beacon phase is used for the reservation
of transmissions.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0024] Accordingly, the present invention has been
made keeping in mind the above problems occurring in
the prior art, and an object of the present invention is to
provide a method of setting a beacon slot in a WPAN and
a WPAN device, to prevent collisions between beacons
by managing the beacon transmission time slots of neigh-
bor devices and the beacon transmission time slots of
devices neighboring the neighbor devices, and sets its
beacon transmission time slot on the basis of the detect-
ed beacon transmission time slots to be avoided, thus
enabling beacon slots used by devices, having no cor-
relation therebetween, to be reused.
[0025] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a method of setting a beacon slot and a WPAN de-
vice, which prevent collisions between beacons from oc-
curring even if a node having any communication range
is generated at any location, thus realizing the stability
of network configuration, which enable a beacon-only pe-
riod to be reused by detecting a correlation between de-
vices using a beacon table, without causing the size of
a beacon-only period to infinitely increase as the number
of devices increases, thus efficiently using limited data
and a limited memory size, and which enable data trans-
mission to neighbor devices through beacons by over-
coming limited communication conducted only in a par-
ent-child relationship, thus enabling a wireless mesh net-
work to be configured.

[Technical Solution]

[0026] The invention is defined by the claims. In ac-
cordance with an aspect of the present invention to ac-
complish the above objects, there is provided a method
of setting a beacon slot by using beacon slot information
of its neighbors and its neighbors’ neighbors, comprising
the steps of: receiving, from one or more neighbors, bea-
con slot information of the neighbors and the neighbors’
one or more neighbors; deciding the beacon slots of the
neighbors and the neighbors’ neighbors as beacon slots
to avoid; and setting its beacon slot among beacon slots
of a beacon-only period which are not the beacon slots
to avoid.
[0027] Preferably, the beacon slot information receiv-
ing step comprises the steps of: obtaining the beacon
slot information of the neighbors from payload informa-
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tion of beacons transmitted from the neighbors; and
transmitting, to the neighbors, a request for the beacon
slot information of the neighbor’s neighbors, and receiv-
ing a response to the request including the beacon slot
information of the neighbor’s neighbors.
[0028] Preferably, the beacon slot setting step com-
prises the steps of: excluding beacon slots earlier than
a beacon slot of a parent device from the beacon slots
which are not the beacon slots to avoid; and setting an
earliest slot among beacon slots remained after the ex-
clusion, as its beacon slot.
[0029] Preferably, the avoided slot setting step further
comprises the step of: deciding a beacon slot of a coor-
dinator as beacon slots to avoid.
[0030] Preferably, the avoided slot setting step further
comprises the steps of: inputting the beacon slot infor-
mation of the neighbors and the neighbors’ one or more
neighbors into a beacon table of the device; and inputting
the beacon slots to avoid into the beacon table.
[0031] Preferably, the method further comprises the
step of: receiving beacon slot information from a new
neighbor, and updating the beacon slot information of
neighbors inputted into the beacon table.
[0032] Preferably, the method further comprises the
step of: transmitting its beacon slot information and its
neighbors’ beacon slot information to its neighbors.
[0033] Preferably, the method further comprises the
steps of: transmitting its beacon slot information con-
tained in a beacon payload; and receiving a request for
the beacon slot information of its neighbors from a new
neighbor, and transmitting beacon slot information to the
new neighbor in response to the request.
[0034] Preferably, the beacon payload further contains
a depth value of the device in order to allow the new
neighbor to be connected to a device having small depth
value.In accordance with a further aspect of the present
invention to accomplish the above objects, there is pro-
vided a Wireless Personal Area Network (WPAN) device,
comprising a communication unit for performing trans-
mission and reception of beacons and data; and a control
unit for receiving, from one or more neighbors, beacon
slot information of the neighbors and the neighbors’ one
or more neighbors through the communication unit, and
setting its beacon slot among beacon slots of a beacon-
only period which are not the beacon slots of its neighbors
and its neighbors’ neighbors.
[0035] Preferably, the control unit obtains the beacon
slot information of the neighbors from payload informa-
tion of beacons transmitted from the neighbors; trans-
mits, to the neighbors, a request for the beacon slot in-
formation of the neighbors’ neighbors through the com-
munication unit; and receives a response to the request
including the beacon slot information of the neighbor’s
neighbors.
[0036] Preferably, the control unit sets an earliest slot
among beacon slots of the beacon-only period, except
for beacon slots earlier than a beacon slot of a parent
device and the beacon slots of its neighbors and its neigh-

bors’ neighbors, as its beacon slot.
[0037] Preferably, the control unit sets its beacon slot
among beacon slots of the beacon-only period, except
for a beacon slot of a coordinator and the beacon slots
of its neighbors and its neighbors’ neighbors.
[0038] Preferably, the control unit transmits, through
the communication unit, its beacon slot information and
its neighbors’ beacon slot information to its neighbors.
[0039] Preferably, the control unit receives, through
the communication unit, a request for the beacon slot
information of its neighbors from a new neighbor; and
transmits, through the communication unit, a response
to the request including the beacon slot information of its
neighbors to the new neighbor.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0040] Accordingly, a method of setting a beacon slot
using a beacon table in a Wireless Personal Area Net-
work (WPAN) and a WPAN device according to the
present invention are advantageous in that each device
generates and manages a beacon table used to manage
the beacon transmission time slots of neighbor devices
and the beacon transmission time slots of devices neigh-
boring the neighbor devices, so that the device can detect
beacon transmission time slots to be avoided by it so as
to prevent collisions between beacons, and can set my
beacon transmission time slot, and so that beacon slots,
used by devices having no correlation therebetween, can
be reused.
[0041] Further, the present invention is advantageous
in that, since each device transmits information about my
beacon transmission time slot and the beacon transmis-
sion time slots of neighbor devices to surrounding devic-
es, and sets my beacon slot on the basis of the transmit-
ted information, each device can efficiently and inde-
pendently set a beacon slot without requiring a separate
beacon slot setting node.
[0042] Further, the present invention is advantageous
in that, since each device sets my beacon transmission
time slot in the interval after the beacon transmission time
slot of a parent device, the delay of data flow, occurring
when the device has a beacon transmission time slot
earlier than that of the parent device, can be prevented,
and in that, since collisions between beacons of respec-
tive devices do not occur even if a node having any com-
munication range is generated at any location, the sta-
bility of network configuration can be realized.
[0043] Furthermore, the present invention is advanta-
geous in that, since the correlation between devices is
detected using a beacon table and a beacon-only period
is reused, without causing the size of a beacon-only pe-
riod to infinitely increase as the number of devices in-
creases, limited data and a limited memory size can be
efficiently used, and in that, since data transmission to
neighbor devices can be performed through beacons,
beyond limited communication conducted only in a par-
ent-child relationship, a wireless mesh network can be
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configured.

[Description of Drawings]

[0044]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the transmission interval
of beacons transmitted by a single node;
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the status of transmis-
sion of beacons between two nodes;
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the inefficiency of data
transmission in a conventional method of setting a
beacon slot;
FIG. 4 is a network configuration diagram showing
a conventional method of setting a beacon slot;
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of the setting
of a beacon slot in the network environment of FIG. 4;
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing network configuration
formed when a new node joins the network of FIG. 4;
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of the setting
of a beacon slot in the network environment of FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a beacon table trans-
mitted or received by respective devices in a method
of setting a beacon slot according to the present in-
vention;
FIG. 9 is a conceptual diagram showing a method
of setting a beacon slot according to the present in-
vention;
FIG. 10 is a network configuration diagram showing
a method of setting a beacon slot according to the
present invention;
FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a beacon-only period;
FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a method of setting
the beacon slot of a device 1 in the network of FIG.
10;
FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a method of setting
the beacon slot of a device 2 in the network of FIG.
10;
FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a method of setting
the beacon slot of a device 3 in the network of FIG.
10;
FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a method of setting
the beacon slot of a device 10 in the network of FIG.
10;
FIG. 16 is a diagram showing a method of setting
the beacon slot of a device 17 in the network of FIG.
10;
FIG. 17 is a diagram showing the beacon slots of all
devices when the network of FIG. 10 is completed;
FIG. 18 is a flowchart sequentially showing a beacon
table generation procedure in the beacon slot setting
method according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing the beacon slot setting
procedure of FIG. 18;
FIG. 20 is a flowchart sequentially showing a beacon
table update procedure in the beacon slot setting
method according to an embodiment of the present

invention; and
FIG. 21 is a diagram showing a WPAN device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.

[Best Mode]

[0045] The above objects, technical construction, op-
eration, and advantages of the present invention will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed de-
scription, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.
[0046] FIG. 8 is a diagram showing beacon scheduling
information, transmitted or received between respective
devices, in the form of a virtual table in a method of setting
a beacon slot according to the present invention.
[0047] A Wireless Personal Area Network (WPAN)
proposed in the present invention uses superframes,
each having a beacon-only period during which two or
more beacons are transmitted. Each of devices sets a
beacon transmission time slot in which it will transmit a
beacon, that is, a beacon slot, within the beacon-only
period existing in the foremost part of the superframe. In
this case, each device transmits or receives the beacon
scheduling information of FIG. 8 to or from neighbor de-
vices so as to set a beacon slot while avoiding collisions
between beacons.
[0048] Of beacon scheduling information, the depth
value of a relevant device (My Depth) indicates the
number of hops by which a relevant device itself is spaced
apart from the device that is generated first. This is a
value used to allow the relevant device to be primarily
connected to a device having a small depth value when
connection between devices is set up. When the depth
values of devices that can be connected are identical to
each other, the relevant device is connected to the device
having an earlier beacon transmission time slot.
[0049] A beacon transmission time value (My BTTS:
Beacon Tx Time Slot) indicates the time at which the
relevant device itself transmits a beacon, that is, a beacon
slot. Each device sets a beacon transmission time slot
while avoiding specific times using the beacon transmis-
sion time slots received from respective surrounding de-
vices.
[0050] The beacon transmission time values of neigh-
bor devices (Neighbors’ BTTSs) indicate times at which
nodes neighboring the relevant device itself transmit bea-
cons.
[0051] The device desiring to set my beacon slot can
obtain my depth value and my BTTS in the beacon sched-
uling information, with reference to the payload informa-
tion of beacons transmitted by surrounding devices.
[0052] Further, in the beacon scheduling information,
the neighbors’ BTTSs can be obtained through corre-
sponding response frames when the relevant device
transmits a frame for requesting the neighbors’ BTTSs,
which is one of network command frames, to surrounding
devices, and the surrounding devices, having received
the request frame, return response frames, including the
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BTTSs of their neighbor devices, in response to the re-
quest frame.
[0053] For this purpose, each device must manage
neighbors’ BTTSs, as well as my BTTS, as beacon
scheduling information.
[0054] As described above, each device obtains and
combines beacon scheduling information of surrounding
devices, and transmits my beacon in the BTTS which is
not used by neighbor devices and the neighbors’ neigh-
bor devices, thus avoiding collisions between beacons.
[0055] As shown in FIG. 9, showing the conceptual di-
agram of the beacon slot setting method according to the
present invention, the reason why a newly connected
device must avoid neighbors’ BTTSs and the neighbors’
neighbors’ BTTSs is that, if devices 1 and 3 transmit bea-
cons at the same time, a collision between beacons oc-
curs.
[0056] Therefore, when the device 1 must set a BTTS,
the device 1 sets my BTTS to avoid the BTTS of the
device 3, which is a device neighboring a device 2, while
avoiding the BTTS of the device 2.
[0057] Further, in the devices 1 and 4, spaced apart
from each other by three hops, a collision between bea-
cons does not occur even if they transmit beacons at the
same time, and thus the devices 1 and 4 can use the
same beacon slot. Therefore, the present invention en-
ables beacon slots, previously used by other devices, to
be reused within a range in which collisions are avoided
so as to improve the efficiency of data transmission.
[0058] Next, the method of setting a beacon slot ac-
cording to the present invention will be described in detail
below with reference to the examples of FIGS. 10 to 17.
[0059] FIG. 10 is a network configuration diagram
showing a method of setting a beacon slot according to
the present invention, in which the connection sequence
of respective devices is designated in numerical order.
A solid line indicates a parent-child relationship that per-
mits connection and enables the configuration of the
same network when a device, generated subsequently,
requests connection. A dotted line indicates a relation-
ship in which devices can directly exchange data with
each other because they fall within radio communication
ranges therebetween even if they do not have a parent-
child relationship.
[0060] FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a beacon-only
period. As described above, the WPAN proposed in the
present invention uses superframes, each having a bea-
con-only period during which a plurality of beacons is
transmitted. The beacon-only period is located at the
foremost part of the superframe. A data communication
period, during which data is directly transmitted or re-
ceived, and a sleep period are located after the beacon-
only period.
[0061] The data communication period can be divided
into a Contention Access Period (CAP) during which con-
tentional communication is performed through a Carrier
Sense Multiple Access-Collision Avoidance (CSMA-CA)
mechanism, and a Contention Free Period (CFP) located

after the CAP. The CFP is a period allocated when the
end device of a network topology requests CFP from a
higher device. When the CFP is not set, the entire data
communication period is used as a CAP.
[0062] In the present invention, each device configures
a beacon table by combining beacon scheduling infor-
mation transmitted by neighbor devices, and sets a bea-
con slot, which is the time at which the device itself trans-
mits a beacon, in the beacon-only period within the su-
perframe with reference to the beacon table. This oper-
ation will be described below with reference to FIGS. 12
to 17.
[0063] FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a method of set-
ting the beacon slot of a device 1 in the network of FIG.
10, in which the beacon table of the device that is gen-
erated first, and the beacon slot of the device 1, set
through the configuration of the beacon table, are shown.
[0064] As shown in the drawing, the beacon table in-
cludes a field for neighbors’ BTTSs, a field for neighbors’
neighbors’ BTTSs, a depth field, a field for BTTSs to be
avoided, and a field for my BTTS.
[0065] Since the device 1 is a device that is generated
first, the depth thereof is 0. Since the device 1 has no
neighbor devices, it does not have information about
neighbors’ BTTSs and the neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs
(indicated by X). Therefore, the device 1 sets the first
BTTS, which is the earliest BTTS in the beacon-only pe-
riod of a superframe, that is, the first beacon slot, as my
beacon slot.
[0066] In order to set my beacon slot, each device con-
figures the beacon table, as shown in FIG. 12, using bea-
con scheduling information received from neighbor de-
vices, and then sets my beacon slot.
[0067] FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a method of set-
ting the beacon slot of a device 2 in the network of FIG.
10, which shows the forms of the beacon tables of de-
vices 1 and 2 when the device 2 is generated.
[0068] First, the device 2 generates a beacon table on
the basis of the beacon scheduling information received
from the device 1. Since the device 1 is a neighbor device
of the device 2, the device 2 sets my BTTS while avoiding
the BTTS of the device 1.
[0069] Further, the device 1 receives information about
the BTTS of the device 2 and updates a field for neigh-
bors’ BTTSs and a field for BTTSs to be avoided in the
beacon table. Therefore, the table of FIG. 12, managed
by the device 1, is updated to the table of FIG. 13. Sub-
sequently, the device that has been previously generated
continuously updates the field for neighbors’ BTTSs and
the field for BTTSs to be avoided in the beacon table
thereof on the basis of the beacon scheduling information
transmitted from a new neighbor device.
[0070] FIG. 14 is a diagram showing a method of set-
ting the beacon slot of a device 3 in the network of FIG.
10, which shows the forms of devices 1, 2 and 3 when
the device 3 is generated.
[0071] As shown in the drawing, since the devices 1
and 2 are neighbor devices of the device 3, the device 3
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receives beacon scheduling information from the two de-
vices, inputs both the beacon slot information of the de-
vice 1 and the beacon slot information of the device 2
into the field for BTTSs to be avoided on the basis of the
beacon scheduling information, and sets my BTTS (bea-
con slot) while avoiding the beacon slots input into the
field for BTTSs to be avoided.
[0072] That is, the device 3 is aware that the BTTS of
the neighbor device 1 is slot 1, and the BTTS of the neigh-
bor device 2 is slot 2, and that there are no devices neigh-
boring the neighbor device 1 and the neighbor device 2,
and thus inputs slot 1 and slot 2 into the field for BTTSs
to be avoided and sets slot 3 as my beacon slot.
[0073] Further, with the generation and connection of
the device 3, the devices 1 and 2 also update their beacon
tables. Accordingly, the devices 1 and 2 add information
about the BTTS of the device 3, which is a new neighbor
device, to the fields for neighbors’ BTTSs, and input in-
formation about the BTTS of the device 3 into the fields
for BTTSs to be avoided.
[0074] FIG. 15 is a diagram showing a method of set-
ting the beacon slot of a device 10 in the network of FIG.
10, which shows the forms of the beacon tables of de-
vices 8, 9 and 10 when the devices 8, 9 and 10 are se-
quentially generated.
[0075] As shown in the drawing, in the network in which
the device 10 is generated, the device 10 inputs informa-
tion about the BTTS of the device 8 into the field for neigh-
bors’ BTTSs, and inputs information about the BTTSs of
the devices 5, 6, and 7, which are the neighbor devices
of the device 8, into the field for neighbors’ neighbors’
BTTSs.
[0076] Therefore, the device 10 inputs information
about the BTTSs of the devices 5, 6, 7 and 8 into the field
for BTTSs to be avoided, on the basis of the field for
neighbors’ BTTSs and the field for neighbors’ neighbors’
BTTSs. In this case, the device 1 (coordinator) is not
categorized as a neighbor device or as a neighbor’s
neighbor device, but, when slot 1 is set as a coordinator-
only transmission interval, information about the BTTS
of the device 1 can be additionally added to the field for
BTTSs to be avoided.
[0077] Further, the device 10 sets my BTTS with ref-
erence to information included in the field for BTTSs to
be avoided. In this case, the device 10 can set slot 2,
which was used by the device 2 in the beacon-only pe-
riod, as my beacon slot. However, it is preferable that the
device 10 set the ninth BTTS (slot 9), which lags behind
the BTTS of the parent device, that is, the device 8, and
which is empty, as my BTTS, in order to prevent the delay
of a data flow from occurring when the device 10 has a
BTTS earlier than that of the parent device.
[0078] That is, each device sets my beacon slot among
beacon slots of the beacon-only period, except for the
neighbors’ BTTSs and the neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs,
but may set a beacon slot, appearing after the BTTS of
the parent device, as my beacon slot.
[0079] Meanwhile, with the generation of the device

10, other devices update their own beacon tables. As
shown in the drawing, the devices 8 and 9 also configure
both the field for neighbors’ BTTSs and the field for neigh-
bors’ neighbors’ BTTSs, detect BTTSs to be avoided by
it with reference to the configured fields, and thereafter
set their own BTTSs.
[0080] Through the above procedure, the devices 9
and 10 consequently use the same BTTS. Since the de-
vices 9 and 10 do not neighbor each other, and do not
neighbor the neighbor devices thereof, as shown in FIG.
9, it can be seen that beacon collisions do not occur even
if they use the same beacon slot.
[0081] FIG. 16 is a diagram showing a method of set-
ting the beacon slot of a device 17 in the network of FIG.
10, which shows the case where the device 17 is gener-
ated after the devices 11 to 16 are sequentially generated
through the above-described procedure.
[0082] As shown in the drawing, the device 17 receives
beacon scheduling information from neighbor devices,
and thus inputs information about the BTTSs of devices
11, 13, 14 and 16, which are neighbor devices thereof,
and the BTTSs of devices neighboring the neighbor de-
vices, that is, devices 2, 5, 9 and 12, into the beacon
table thereof.
[0083] Thereafter, the device 17 inputs information
about the neighbors’ BTTSs, the neighbors’ neighbors’
BTTSs, and the BTTS of the coordinator (device 1) into
the field for BTTSs to be avoided, and sets my BTTS
among empty BTTSs after the BTTS of the device 11,
which is the parent node of the device 17. At this time,
the device 17 sets my BTTS in the empty BTTSs after
the BTTS of the parent node, but may preferably set the
first slot, that is, slot 13, which is the earliest slot of beacon
slots, as my beacon slot.
[0084] FIG. 17 is a diagram showing the beacon slots
of all devices when the network of FIG. 10 has been com-
pleted, which shows that previously allocated slots can
be reused within the range in which beacon collisions do
not occur, without causing a single beacon slot to be used
only by a single device.
[0085] That is, according to the above procedure, when
all of the devices 1 to 20 join the network, the total number
of devices is 20, but the total number of time slots allo-
cated in the beacon-only period is 14 because the reuse
of the beacon slots is possible.
[0086] Hereinafter, the operating procedures of re-
spective devices in the beacon slot setting method ac-
cording to the present invention are summarized and de-
scribed below.
[0087] FIG. 18 is a flowchart sequentially showing a
beacon table generation procedure in the beacon slot
setting method according to an embodiment of the
present invention, and FIG. 19 is a flowchart showing the
beacon slot setting procedure of FIG. 18, and illustrates
the operation of a newly generated device.
[0088] As shown in the drawings, a newly generated
and connected device receives beacon scheduling infor-
mation from respective neighbor devices at step S110.
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The received beacon scheduling information includes in-
formation about the BTTSs of the neighbor devices,
which transmit the beacon scheduling information, the
BTTSs of devices neighboring the neighbor devices, and
the depths of the devices.
[0089] Next, the device, having received the beacon
scheduling information from the neighbor devices, de-
tects slots to be avoided by it at the time of transmitting
beacons on the basis of the neighbors’ BTTSs and the
neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs at step S120. That is, step
S120 is the step of configuring the content of the field for
BTTSs to be avoided, wherein information about the
neighbors’ BTTSs and the neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs
is input into the field, and information about the BTTS,
allocated as the coordinator-only interval, and BTTSs
earlier than the BTTS of the parent device thereof may
be additionally input into the field.
[0090] Accordingly, the newly generated device sets
my beacon slot among beacon slots of the beacon-only
period, except for the coordinator’s BTTS, the neighbors’
BTTSs, and the neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs, with ref-
erence to the field for BTTSs to be avoided at step S130.
In this case, the device can set my beacon slot among
beacon slots in which the device can transmit beacons,
except for slots earlier than the BTTS of the parent node,
and may set the earliest slot of the slots as my beacon
slot.
[0091] That is, as shown in FIG. 19, the newly gener-
ated device arranges slots of the beacon-only period, in
which beacons can be transmitted, except for BTTSs to
be avoided, at step S131, excludes slots earlier than the
beacon slot of the parent device so as to improve the
efficiency of data transmission at step S132, and sets
one of the remaining slots as my beacon slot, but may
set the earliest slot of the remaining slots as my beacon
slot at step S133.
[0092] Meanwhile, the device that has set the beacon
slot, as described above, completes my beacon table
using information obtained or detected at steps S110 to
S130, and maintains the information of the beacon table.
The information included in the beacon table includes
information about the neighbors’ BTTSs, the neighbors’
neighbors’ BTTSs, my depth, BTTSs to be avoided, my
BTTS, etc.
[0093] FIG. 20 is a flowchart sequentially showing a
beacon table update procedure in the beacon slot setting
method according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0094] As shown in the drawing, each device gener-
ates a beacon table and sets my beacon slot through the
procedures of FIGS. 18 and 19 at step S210, and updates
the information of the beacon table using the beacon
scheduling information subsequently received from
neighbor devices.
[0095] That is, when beacon scheduling information is
received from a newly generated neighbor device at step
S220, the relevant device adds information about the
BTTS of the newly generated neighbor device to the field

for neighbors’ BTTSs, among the information fields of
the beacon table thereof, and adds information about the
BTTSs of devices neighboring the newly generated
neighbor device to the field for neighbors’ neighbors’
BTTSs at step S230. Further, although not shown in the
drawing, a neighbor’s neighbor device may be newly gen-
erated, and thus each device can update the field for
neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs, using the beacon sched-
uling information received from previously generated
neighbor devices. Accordingly, each device can also up-
date the information of the field for BTTSs to be avoided
by it.
[0096] The beacon table update procedure (step
S230) is a procedure that is required to set the beacon
slot of a newly generated device. Since the newly gen-
erated device must set my BTTS in consideration of
neighbors’ neighbors’ BTTSs, respective devices must
continuously update information about neighbor devices
joining the network.
[0097] Meanwhile, the beacon slot setting method ac-
cording to the present invention, as described above with
reference to FIGS. 8 to 20, is applied to a WPAN device
that uses superframes, each having a beacon-only peri-
od.
[0098] As shown in FIG. 21, a WPAN device 100 to
which the beacon slot setting method of the present in-
vention is applied includes a communication unit 110 for
performing the transmission/reception of beacons and
data over a WPAN, which uses superframes, each hav-
ing a beacon-only period during which two or more bea-
cons are transmitted, and a control unit 120 for controlling
the communication unit.
[0099] The control unit 120 sets my beacon slot among
the beacon slots of the beacon-only period, except for
neighbors’ beacon slots and the neighbors’ neighbors’
beacon slots, and controls the communication unit 110
so that the beacon is transmitted in the set beacon slot
of the beacon-only period.
[0100] In this case, the control unit 120 sets my beacon
slot, among the slots of the beacon-only period, except
for beacon slots earlier than the beacon slot of a parent
device, neighbors’ beacon slots, and the neighbors’
neighbors’ beacons slots, but may set the earliest slot of
the remaining slots as my beacon slot.
[0101] Further, when there is a beacon slot allocated
as a coordinator-only transmission interval, the control
unit 120 preferably sets my beacon slot among beacon
slots, except for the beacon slot of the coordinator.
[0102] Meanwhile, in order to allow neighbor devices
to set their own beacon slots, the control unit 120 controls
the communication unit 110 so that beacon scheduling
information, including information about my beacon slot
and neighbors’ beacon slots, is transmitted to the neigh-
bor devices.
[0103] Since those skilled in the art can implement the
present invention in other preferred embodiments with-
out changing the technical spirit or essential features
thereof, it should be understood that the above-described
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embodiments are not intended to limit the present inven-
tion, and are intended to exemplify the present invention
in all aspects. The scope of the present invention is de-
fined by the accompanying claims rather than the above
detailed description, and the meaning and scope of the
claims and all changes or modifications derived from
equivalents thereof should be interpreted as being in-
cluded within the scope of the present invention.

[Industrial Applicability]

[0104] As described above, the present invention can
be applied to a WPAN device for performing wireless
personal area communication between devices over a
WPAN, which uses superframes, each having a beacon-
only period during which two or more beacons are trans-
mitted, and can be utilized to enable the BTTSs of other
devices to be reused without causing collisions between
beacons.

Claims

1. A method of operating a Wireless Personal Area Net-
work device (1), the method comprising the steps of:

receiving, from one or more neighbors (2), bea-
con slot information of the neighbors (2) and the
neighbors’ one or more neighbors (3);
deciding the beacon slots of the neighbors (2)
and the neighbors’ neighbors (3) as beacon slots
to avoid; and
setting its beacon slot among beacon slots of a
beacon-only period which are not the beacon
slots to avoid, wherein the receiving step com-
prises the steps of:

obtaining the beacon slot information of the
neighbors (2) from payload information of
beacons transmitted from the neighbors;
transmitting, to the neighbors (2), a request
for the beacon slot information of the neigh-
bor’s neighbors (3), and receiving a re-
sponse to the request including the beacon
slot information of the neighbor’s neighbors
(3).

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the setting
step comprises: setting an earliest slot among bea-
con slots, except for beacon slots earlier than a bea-
con slot of a parent device and the beacon slots of
its neighbors (2) and its neighbors’ neighbors (3), as
its beacon slot.

3. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein
setting step further comprises the step of:

deciding a beacon slot of a coordinator as bea-

con slots to avoid.

4. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein
the setting step further comprises the steps of:

inputting the beacon slot information of the
neighbors (2) and the neighbors’ one or more
neighbors (3) into a beacon table of the device;
inputting the beacon slots to avoid into the bea-
con table.

5. A method according to claim 4, further comprising
the step of:

receiving beacon slot information from a new
neighbor (2), and updating the beacon slot in-
formation of neighbors (2) inputted into the bea-
con table.

6. A method according to any preceding claim, further
comprising the step of:

transmitting its beacon slot information and its
neighbors’ beacon slot information to its neigh-
bors (2).

7. A method according to any preceding claim, further
comprising the steps of:

transmitting its beacon slot information con-
tained in a beacon payload; and
receiving a request for the beacon slot informa-
tion of its neighbors (2) from a new neighbor (2),
and transmitting beacon slot information to the
new neighbor (2) in response to the request.

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the beacon
payload further contains a depth value of the device
in order to allow the new neighbor (2) to be connected
to a device having small depth value.

9. A Wireless Personal Area Network, WPAN, device,
comprising:

a communication unit (110) for performing trans-
mission and reception of beacons and data; and
a control unit (120) for receiving, from one or
more neighbors (2), beacon slot information of
the neighbors and the neighbors’ one or more
neighbors (3) through the communication unit,
and setting its beacon slot among beacon slots
of a beacon-only period which are not the bea-
con slots of its neighbors (2) and its neighbors’
neighbors (3), wherein the control unit (120) is
operable to obtain the beacon slot information
of the neighbors (2) from payload information of
beacons transmitted from the neighbors (2); to
transmit, to the neighbors (2), a request for the
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beacon slot information of the neighbors’ neigh-
bors (3) through the communication unit (110);
and to receive a response to the request includ-
ing the beacon slot information of the neighbor’s
neighbors (3).

10. A WPAN device according to claim 9, wherein the
control unit (120) is operable to set an earliest slot
among beacon slots of the beacon-only period, ex-
cept for beacon slots earlier than a beacon slot of a
parent device and the beacon slots of its neighbors
(2) and its neighbors’ neighbors (3), as its beacon
slot.

11. A WPAN device according to claim 9 or 10, wherein
the control unit (120) is operable to set its beacon
slot among beacon slots of the beacon-only period,
except for a beacon slot of a coordinator and the
beacon slots of its neighbors (2) and its neighbors’
neighbors (3).

12. A WPAN device according to any of claims 9 to 11,
wherein the control unit (120) is operable to transmit,
through the communication unit, its beacon slot in-
formation and its neighbors’ beacon slot information
to its neighbors (2).

13. A WPAN device according to any of claims 9 to 12,
wherein the control unit (120) is operable to receive,
through the communication unit, a request for the
beacon slot information of its neighbors (2) from a
new neighbor (2); and transmit, through the commu-
nication unit, a response to the request including the
beacon slot information of its neighbors (2) to the
new neighbor (2).

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Betreiben einer Wireless-Personal-
Area-Network-Vorrichtung (1), wobei das Verfahren
die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

Empfangen, von einem oder mehreren Nach-
barn (2), von Beacon-Slot-Informationen der
Nachbarn (2) und eines oder mehrerer Nach-
barn (3) der Nachbarn;
Bestimmen der Beacon-Slots der Nachbarn (2)
und der Nachbarn (3) der Nachbarn als zu ver-
meidende Beacon-Slots; und
Festlegen ihres Beacon-Slots unter Beacon-
Slots einer Beacon-Only-Periode, die nicht die
zu vermeidenden Beacon-Slots sind, wobei der
Empfangsschritt die folgenden Schritte umfasst:

Erhalten der Beacon-Slot-Informationen
der Nachbarn (2) aus einer Payload-Infor-
mation von Beacons, die von den Nachbarn

gesendet wurden;
Senden einer Anforderung der Beacon-
Slot-Informationen der Nachbarn (3) der
Nachbarn an die Nachbarn (2) und Empfan-
gen einer Antwort auf die Anforderung, die
die Beacon-Slot-Informationen der Nach-
barn (3) der Nachbarn enthält.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Festlege-
schritt Folgendes umfasst: Festlegen eines frühes-
ten Slots unter den Beacon-Slots mit Ausnahme von
Beacon-Slots vor einem Beacon-Slot einer überge-
ordneten Vorrichtung und den Beacon-Slots ihrer
Nachbarn (2) und der Nachbarn (3) ihrer Nachbarn
als ihren Beacon-Slot.

3. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der Festlegeschritt ferner den folgenden
Schritt umfasst:

Bestimmen eines Beacon-Slots eines Koordina-
tors als zu vermeidende Beacon-Slots.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der Festlegeschritt ferner die folgenden
Schritte umfasst:

Eingeben der Beacon-Slot-Informationen der
Nachbarn (2) und eines oder mehrerer Nach-
barn (3) der Nachbarn in eine Beacon-Tabelle
der Vorrichtung;
Eingeben der zu vermeidenden Beacon-Slots in
die Beacon-Tabelle.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, ferner umfassend den
folgenden Schritt:

Empfangen von Beacon-Slot-Informationen von
einem neuen Nachbarn (2), und Aktualisieren
der in die Beacon-Tabelle eingegebenen Bea-
con-Slot-Informationen von Nachbarn (2).

6. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, ferner umfassend den folgenden Schritt:

Senden ihrer Beacon-Slot-Informationen und
der Beacon-Slot-Informationen ihrer Nachbarn
an ihre Nachbarn (2).

7. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, ferner umfassend die folgenden Schritte:

Senden ihrer Beacon-Slot-Informationen in eine
Beacon-Payload eingebunden; und
Empfangen einer Anforderung der Beacon-Slot-
Informationen ihrer Nachbarn (2) von einem
neuen Nachbarn (2) und Senden von Beacon-
Slot-Informationen als Antwort auf die Anforde-
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rung an den neuen Nachbarn (2).

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die Beacon-Pa-
yload ferner einen Tiefenwert der Vorrichtung ent-
hält, um dem neuen Nachbarn (2) zu gestatten, mit
einer Vorrichtung mit einem kleinen Tiefenwert ver-
bunden zu werden.

9. Wireless-Personal-Area-Network(WPAN)-Vorrich-
tung, umfassend:

eine Kommunikationseinheit (110) zum Vorneh-
men der Sendung und des Empfangs von Bea-
cons und Daten; und
eine Steuereinheit (120) zum Empfangen, von
einem oder mehreren Nachbarn (2), von Bea-
con-Slot-Informationen der Nachbarn und eines
oder mehrerer Nachbarn (3) der Nachbarn
durch die Kommunikationseinheit, und zum
Festlegen ihres Beacon-Slots unter Beacon-
Slots einer Beacon-Only-Periode, bei denen es
sich nicht um die Beacon-Slots ihrer Nachbarn
(2) und der Nachbarn (3) ihrer Nachbarn han-
delt, wobei die Steuereinheit (120) dazu be-
triebsfähig ist, die Beacon-Slot-Informationen
der Nachbarn (2) aus Payload-Informationen
von Beacons, die von den Nachbarn (2) gesen-
det wurden, zu erhalten; durch die Kommunika-
tionseinheit (110) eine Anforderung der Beacon-
Slot-Informationen der Nachbarn (3) der Nach-
barn an die Nachbarn (2) zu senden; und eine
Antwort auf die Anforderung, die die Beacon-
Slot-Informationen der Nachbarn (3) der Nach-
barn enthält, zu empfangen.

10. WPAN-Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei die
Steuereinheit (120) dazu betriebsfähig ist, einen frü-
hesten Slot unter Beacon-Slots der Beacon-Only-
Periode mit Ausnahme von Beacon-Slots vor einem
Beacon-Slot einer übergeordneten Vorrichtung und
den Beacon-Slots ihrer Nachbarn (2) und der Nach-
barn (3) ihrer Nachbarn als ihren Beacon-Slot fest-
zulegen.

11. WPAN-Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9 oder 10, wobei
die Steuereinheit (120) dazu betriebsfähig ist, ihren
Beacon-Slot unter Beacon-Slots der Beacon-Only-
Periode mit Ausnahme eines Beacon-Slots eines
Koordinators und der Beacon-Slots ihrer Nachbarn
(2) und der Nachbarn (3) ihrer Nachbarn festzule-
gen.

12. WPAN-Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 9 bis
11, wobei die Steuereinheit (120) dazu betriebsfähig
ist, durch die Kommunikationseinheit ihre Beacon-
Slot-Informationen und die Beacon-Slot-Informatio-
nen ihrer Nachbarn an ihre Nachbarn (2) zu senden.

13. WPAN-Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 9 bis
12, wobei die Steuereinheit (120) dazu betriebsfähig
ist, durch die Kommunikationseinheit eine Anforde-
rung der Beacon-Slot-Informationen ihrer Nachbarn
(2) von einem neuen Nachbarn (2) zu empfangen;
und durch die Kommunikationseinheit eine Antwort
auf die Anforderung, die die Beacon-Slot-Informati-
onen ihrer Nachbarn (2) enthält, an den neuen Nach-
barn (2) zu senden.

Revendications

1. Procédé de fonctionnement d’un dispositif de Ré-
seau Local Personnel Sans Fil (1), le procédé com-
prenant les étapes de :

réception, en provenance d’un ou plusieurs voi-
sins (2), d’informations de créneaux de balise
des voisins (2) et d’un ou plusieurs voisins des
voisins (3) ;
décision de considérer les créneaux de balise
des voisins (2) et des voisins des voisins (3)
comme des créneaux de balise à éviter ; et
choix de son créneau de base parmi les cré-
neaux de balise d’une période de balises seules
qui ne sont pas les créneaux de balise à éviter,
l’étape de réception comprenant les étapes
suivantes :

obtention des informations de créneaux de
balise des voisins (2) à partir d’informations
de charge utile de balises transmises par
les voisins ;
transmission, aux voisins (2), d’une deman-
de concernant les informations de créneaux
de balise des voisins des voisins (3), et ré-
ception d’une réponse à la demande in-
cluant les informations de créneaux de ba-
lise des voisins des voisins (3).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
de choix comprend : le choix du créneau survenant
le plus tôt parmi les créneaux de balise, à l’exception
des créneaux de balise survenant plus tôt qu’un cré-
neau de balise d’un dispositif parent et des créneaux
de balise de ses voisins (2) et des voisins de ses
voisins (3), comme son créneau de balise.

3. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel l’étape de choix comprend
en outre l’étape de :

décision de considérer un créneau de balise
d’un coordinateur comme un créneau de balise
à éviter.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
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précédentes, dans lequel l’étape de choix comprend
en outre les étapes suivantes :

introduction des informations de créneaux de
balise des voisins (2) et d’un ou plusieurs voisins
des voisins (3) dans une table de balise du
dispositif ;
introduction des créneaux de balise à éviter
dans la table de balise.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, comprenant en
outre l’étape de :

réception d’informations de créneaux de balise
en provenance d’un nouveau voisin (2), et mise
à jour des informations de créneaux de balise
des voisins (2) introduites dans la table de bali-
se.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre l’étape de :

transmission de ses informations de créneaux
de balise et des informations de créneaux de
balise de ses voisins à ses voisins (2).

7. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre les étapes de :

transmission de ses informations de créneaux
de balise contenues dans sa charge utile de
balise ; et
réception d’une demande concernant les infor-
mations de créneaux de balise de ses voisins
(2) en provenance d’un nouveau voisin (2), et
transmission des informations de créneaux de
balise au niveau voisin (2) en réponse à la de-
mande.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la
charge utile de balise contient en outre une valeur
de profondeur du dispositif afin de permettre au nou-
veau voisin (2) de se connecter à un dispositif ayant
une plus petite valeur de profondeur.

9. Dispositif de Réseau Local Personnel Sans Fil,
WPAN, comprenant :

une unité de communication (110) pour exécu-
ter une transmission et une réception de balises
et de données ; et
une unité de commande (120) pour recevoir, en
provenance d’un ou plusieurs voisins (2), des
informations de créneaux de balise des voisins
et d’un ou plusieurs voisins des voisins (3) par
l’intermédiaire de l’unité de communications, et
choisir son créneau de balise parmi les cré-
neaux de balise d’une période de balises seules

qui ne sont pas les créneaux de balise de ses
voisins (2) et des voisins de ses voisins (3), l’uni-
té de commande (120) étant apte à obtenir les
informations de créneaux de balise des voisins
(2) à partir d’informations de charge utile de ba-
lises transmises par les voisins (2) ; à transmet-
tre, aux voisins (2), une demande concernant
les informations de créneaux de balise des voi-
sins des voisins (3) par l’intermédiaire de l’unité
de communication (110) ; et à recevoir une ré-
ponse à la demande incluant les informations
de créneaux de balise des voisins des voisins
(3).

10. Dispositif WPAN selon la revendication 9, dans le-
quel l’unité de commande (120) est apte à choisir un
créneau survenant le plus tôt parmi les créneaux de
balise de la période de balises seules, à l’exception
des créneaux de balise survenant plus tôt qu’un cré-
neau de balise d’un dispositif parent et des créneaux
de balise de ses voisins (2) et des voisins de ses
voisins (3), comme son créneau de balise.

11. Dispositif WPAN selon la revendication 9 ou 10, dans
lequel l’unité de commande (120) est apte à choisir
son créneau de balise parmi les créneaux de balise
de la période de balises seules, à l’exception d’un
créneau de balise d’un coordinateur et des créneaux
de balise de ses voisins (2) et des voisins de ses
voisins (3).

12. Dispositif WPAN selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dication 9 à 11, dans lequel l’unité de commande
(120) est apte à transmettre, par l’intermédiaire de
l’unité de communication, ses informations de cré-
neaux de balise et des informations de créneaux de
balise de ses voisins à ses voisins (2).

13. Dispositif WPAN selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dication 9 à 12, dans lequel l’unité de commande
(120) est apte à recevoir, par l’intermédiaire de l’unité
de communication, une demande concernant les in-
formations de créneaux de balise de ses voisins (2)
en provenance d’un nouveau voisin (2) ; et à trans-
mettre, par l’intermédiaire de l’unité de communica-
tion, une réponse à la demande incluant les infor-
mations de créneaux de balise de ses voisins (2) au
nouveau voisin (2).
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