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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR RECOGNIZING FINGERPRINT

(57) The present disclosure relates to a device and
a method for recognizing a fingerprint. The device in-
cludes a fingerprint sensor, at least two moisture detec-
tion electrodes and a processing module, wherein the
fingerprint sensor and the moisture detection electrodes
are coupled to the processing module, and the moisture
detection electrodes are disposed within a preset range
of the fingerprint sensor; the fingerprint sensor is config-
ured to output a fingerprint signal to the processing mod-
ule when a user touches the fingerprint sensor and the

moisture detection electrodes with a finger; the process-
ing module is configured to acquire a characteristic value,
the characteristic value positively correlating to an im-
pedance between the at least two moisture detection
electrodes; the processing module is further configured
to determine a fingerprint recognition parameter which
matches with the characteristic value, and perform fin-
gerprint recognition according to the determined finger-
print recognition parameter and the fingerprint signal.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to the
field of information technology, and more particularly, to
a device and a method for recognizing a fingerprint.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A fingerprint generally remains unchanged
throughout one’s life and is unique, with different users
having different fingerprints. Due to this reason, with de-
velopment of information technology, fingerprint recog-
nition technology has found wide application usually in
fields such as identity verification.
[0003] A device for recognizing a fingerprint generally
includes a fingerprint sensor and a processing module.
When a user touches the fingerprint sensor with a finger,
the fingerprint sensor may acquire a fingerprint signal
according to the texture feature of the finger. The finger-
print sensor may send the fingerprint signal to the
processing module. Then, the processing module may
generate a fingerprint image according to the fingerprint
signal, extract features from the fingerprint image, and
match the extracted feature information with previously
stored feature information, in order to recognize the fin-
gerprint.

SUMMARY

[0004] In order to solve the problems existing in the
related art, the present disclosure provides a device and
a method for recognizing a fingerprint. The technical so-
lution is as follows.
[0005] In a first aspect of the embodiments of the
present disclosure, there is provided a device for recog-
nizing a fingerprint, including: a fingerprint sensor, at
least two moisture detection electrodes and a processing
module, wherein
the fingerprint sensor is coupled to the processing mod-
ule, the at least two moisture detection electrodes are
coupled to the processing module, and the at least two
moisture detection electrodes are disposed within a pre-
set range of the fingerprint sensor;
the fingerprint sensor is configured to output a fingerprint
signal to the processing module when a user touches the
fingerprint sensor and the at least two moisture detection
electrodes with a finger;
the processing module is configured to acquire a char-
acteristic value when the user touches the fingerprint
sensor and the at least two moisture detection electrodes
with a finger, the characteristic value correlating to an
impedance between the at least two moisture detection
electrodes, the characteristic value preferably correlating
positively to the impedance between the at least two
moisture detection electrodes;
the processing module is further configured to determine

a fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with
the characteristic value, and perform fingerprint recogni-
tion according to the determined fingerprint recognition
parameter and the fingerprint signal.
[0006] In another embodiment, the device for recog-
nizing a fingerprint includes an impedance detection cir-
cuit, and the at least two moisture detection electrodes
are respectively coupled to at least two input terminals
of the impedance detection circuit;
the impedance detection circuit is configured to output
the characteristic value according to the impedance be-
tween the at least two moisture detection electrodes,
when the user touches the fingerprint sensor and the at
least two moisture detection electrodes with a finger.
[0007] In another embodiment, the fingerprint sensor
is provided with a metal ring, and the at least two moisture
detection electrodes are disposed on the metal ring.
[0008] In another embodiment, the processing module
is configured to determine a fingerprint recognition pa-
rameter which matches with the characteristic value ac-
cording to a preset corresponding relationship, and the
preset corresponding relationship includes at least one
fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with
each characteristic value.
[0009] In another embodiment, the processing module
is further configured to generate a fingerprint image ac-
cording to the fingerprint recognition parameter and the
fingerprint signal, extract features from the fingerprint im-
age to obtain feature information, and compare the fea-
ture information with previously stored feature informa-
tion.
[0010] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a gain, an op-
eration range and a driving voltage of an Analog to Digital
Converter ADC.
[0011] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a scanning fre-
quency, a peak-signal adjustment coefficient and a
trough-signal adjustment coefficient, the peak-signal ad-
justment coefficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting
an acquired peak signal, and the trough-signal adjust-
ment coefficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting an
acquired trough signal.
[0012] In a second aspect of the embodiments of the
present disclosure, there is provided a method for rec-
ognizing a fingerprint, which is applied in a device for
recognizing a fingerprint, the device for recognizing a fin-
gerprint including: a fingerprint sensor, at least two mois-
ture detection electrodes and a processing module, the
method including:

acquiring a characteristic value and acquiring a fin-
gerprint signal when the user touches the fingerprint
sensor and the at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes with a finger, the characteristic value corre-
lating to an impedance between the at least two
moisture detection electrodes, the characteristic val-
ue preferably correlating positively to the impedance
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between the at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes;
determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value; and
performing fingerprint recognition according to the
determined fingerprint recognition parameter and
the fingerprint signal.

[0013] In another embodiment, determining a finger-
print recognition parameter which matches with the char-
acteristic value includes:

determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value accord-
ing to a preset corresponding relationship, the preset
corresponding relationship including at least one fin-
gerprint recognition parameter which matches with
each characteristic value.

[0014] In another embodiment, performing fingerprint
recognition according to the determined fingerprint rec-
ognition parameter and the fingerprint signal includes:

generating a fingerprint image according to the fin-
gerprint recognition parameter and the fingerprint
signal;
extracting features from the fingerprint image to ob-
tain feature information; and
comparing the feature information with previously
stored feature information.

[0015] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a gain, an op-
eration range and a driving voltage of an Analog to Digital
Converter ADC.
[0016] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a scanning fre-
quency, a peak-signal adjustment coefficient and a
trough-signal adjustment coefficient, the peak-signal ad-
justment coefficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting a
peak signal during fingerprint recognition, and the trough-
signal adjustment coefficient refers to a coefficient for
adjusting a trough signal during fingerprint recognition.
[0017] According to a third aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, there is provided a computer
program which, when being executed on a processor of
a terminal, performs any one of the above methods.
[0018] The technical solution provided by the embod-
iment of the present disclosure may have the following
beneficial effects.
[0019] In the device and method provided by the em-
bodiments of the present disclosure, the influence of
moisture on the user’s finger on fingerprint recognition
performance is taken into consideration. A characteristic
value which correlates, preferably positively, to an im-
pedance value between at least two moisture detection
electrodes is acquired, a fingerprint recognition param-
eter which matches with the characteristic value is de-

termined, and fingerprint recognition is performed ac-
cording to the determined fingerprint recognition param-
eter and the fingerprint signal. Thereby, it can ensure that
the applied fingerprint recognition parameter matches
with the moisture of the user’s finger. It can improve the
fingerprint recognition performance and the fingerprint
recognition accuracy.
[0020] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary only and are not restrictive of the present
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate embodiments consistent with the invention and,
together with the description, serve to explain the princi-
ples of the invention.

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a device for rec-
ognizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a device for rec-
ognizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram of an impedance de-
tection circuit according to an exemplary embodi-
ment;
Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram of a moisture detection
electrode according to an exemplary embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram of a button on a mobile
phone according to an exemplary embodiment;
Fig. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method for recog-
nizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment; and
Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a device for rec-
ognizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] In order to make the objects, the technical so-
lutions and advantages of the present disclosure more
clear, the present disclosure will be described in further
detail with reference to the embodiments and the accom-
panying drawings. Here, the illustrative embodiments of
the present disclosure and the description thereof are
not intended to limit the present disclosure, but to explain
the present disclosure.
[0023] Embodiments of the present disclosure provide
a device and a method for recognizing a fingerprint. Here-
inafter the present disclosure will be described in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0024] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a device for
recognizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. The device for recognizing a fingerprint may
refer to a device which can realize a function of recog-
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nizing a fingerprint, and may be applied in a device such
as a mobile phone, a tablet computer, an access control
device, and so on, which will not be limited by the present
embodiment.
[0025] As shown in Fig. 1, the device includes a fin-
gerprint sensor 101, at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes 102 and a processing module 103.
[0026] In an embodiment, the fingerprint sensor 101 is
coupled to the processing module 103. When a user
touches the fingerprint sensor with a finger, the fingerprint
sensor 101 may output a fingerprint signal to the process-
ing module 103, and the processing module 103 may
perform fingerprint recognition according to the finger-
print signal.
[0027] Referring to Fig. 2, the processing module 103
may include a fingerprint recognition chip and a proces-
sor. The processor may be a central processor or other
device which has processing capability. The fingerprint
recognition chip may be coupled to the processor, and
configured to control the fingerprint sensor to scan a fin-
ger of a user to obtain a fingerprint signal. Then, the fin-
gerprint recognition chip may send the fingerprint signal
to the processor, and the processor may recognize the
fingerprint according to the fingerprint signal.
[0028] The fingerprint sensor 101 may be disposed on
a surface of a housing of the device for recognizing a
fingerprint, such that a user may touch the fingerprint
sensor 101 with a finger. The at least two moisture de-
tection electrodes 102 may also be located on a surface
of the housing of the device for recognizing a fingerprint,
and may be located within a preset range, or distance,
of the fingerprint sensor 101, that is, adjacent to the fin-
gerprint sensor 101. When a user touches the fingerprint
sensor 101 with a finger, the user may also touch the at
least two moisture detection electrodes 102.
[0029] In an embodiment, the preset range may be
within a preset distance to the center of the fingerprint
sensor 101. The preset distance may be determined ac-
cording to the size of the user’s finger. The shape of the
preset range may be a rectangular shape, a circular
shape or other shape, as long as it allows the user to
touch the fingerprint sensor 101 with a finger and touch
the at least two moisture detection electrodes 102.
[0030] In addition, the at least two moisture detection
electrodes 102 may be coupled to the processing module
103, and configured to detect the moisture of the user’s
finger. When the user touches the at least two moisture
detection electrodes with a finger, an impedance will be
generated between the at least two moisture detection
electrodes. The value of the impedance is dependent on
the moisture on the user’s finger. At this time, the
processing module 103 may acquire a characteristic val-
ue indicating the impedance value between the at least
two moisture detection electrodes 102, and the charac-
teristic value is positively correlated to the impedance
value. Therefore, the characteristic value may also rep-
resent the moisture on the user’s finger. The greater the
moisture on the user’s finger is, the smaller the imped-

ance value between at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes 102 will be, and the smaller the characteristic value
is. On the contrary, the lower the moisture on the user’s
finger is, the larger the impedance value between at least
two moisture detection electrodes 102 will be, and the
larger the characteristic value is.
[0031] In the embodiment, when the user touches the
fingerprint sensor 101 and the at least two moisture de-
tection electrode 102 with a finger, the fingerprint sensor
101 may output a fingerprint signal to the processing
module 103. The processing module 103 may acquire
the fingerprint signal outputted by the fingerprint sensor
101 and acquire the characteristic value to determine a
fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with the
characteristic value. The processing module 103 may
perform fingerprint recognition according to the deter-
mined fingerprint recognition parameter and the finger-
print signal.
[0032] The reason for determining a fingerprint recog-
nition parameter which matches with the characteristic
value is that, the fingerprint recognition process requires
application of one or more fingerprint recognition param-
eters, and each fingerprint recognition parameter may
be adjusted. For any fingerprint recognition parameter,
with a given moisture level of the user’s finger, the value
of the fingerprint recognition parameter may influence
the fingerprint recognition performance and result in dif-
ferent fingerprint recognition accuracy. In the embodi-
ment, in order to improve the fingerprint recognition per-
formance, for each characteristic value, a fingerprint rec-
ognition parameter may be determined in advance as
corresponding to or matching with the characteristic val-
ue, as a fingerprint recognition parameter to be applied
under the corresponding condition of user-finger mois-
ture. Then, after a characteristic value is acquried, one
or more fingerprint recognition parameters which match
with the characteristic value may be determined, and the
determined one or more fingerprint recognition parame-
ters may be considered as adapted to the moisture level
of the user’s finger. Therefore, it may ensure an optimal
fingerprint recognition performance by applying the de-
termined fingerprint recognition parameters for the fin-
gerprint recognition.
[0033] In the related art, the influence of the moisture
of the user’s finger on fingerprint recognition performance
is generally not considered. In the related art, the only
approach is that when the fingerprint image acquired ac-
cording to the fingerprint signal does not satisfy clarity
requirement, the fingerprint recognition parameter may
be adjusted, and another fingerprint image is required to
be acquired again, these steps are repeated until the
acquired fingerprint image satisfies the clarity require-
ment. Therefore, the approach requires repeatedly ac-
quiring fingerprint images, and has a long processing
time for fingerprint recognition. Moreover, the finally ac-
quired fingerprint image may only satisfy the clarity re-
quirement of the fingerprint recognition and ensure that
the fingerprint recognition may be implemented, and can-
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not ensure an optimal fingerprint recognition perform-
ance.
[0034] In the device provided by the embodiments of
the present disclosure, the influence of the moisture of
the user’s finger on fingerprint recognition performance
is taken into consideration. A characteristic value which
positively correlates to an impedance value between at
least two moisture detection electrodes is acquired, a
fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with the
characteristic value is determined, and fingerprint recog-
nition is performed according to the determined finger-
print recognition parameter and the fingerprint signal.
Thereby, it can ensure that the applied fingerprint recog-
nition parameter matches with the moisture of the user’s
finger. It can improve the fingerprint recognition perform-
ance and the fingerprint recognition accuracy. Moreover,
it can eliminate the need to repeatedly acquire fingerprint
image, significantly reducing time for fingerprint recogni-
tion and improving efficiency in fingerprint recognition.
[0035] The moisture of the user’s finger may be detect-
ed by the fingerprint sensor, to monitor the moisture value
of the user’s finger. Different software or hardware pa-
rameters may be set for different moisture values. There-
by, when performing fingerprint recognition on a current
finger, a matched software or hardware parameter may
be applied, to achieve an optimal recognition effect and
an optimal performance.
[0036] In another embodiment, the characteristic value
may be acquired by an impedance detection circuit ac-
cording to an impedance value between the at least two
electrodes. That is, the device for recognizing a finger-
print may include an impedance detection circuit. The
impedance detection circuit includes at least two input
terminals respectively coupled to the at least two mois-
ture detection electrodes 102. The impedance detection
circuit is configured to output the characteristic value ac-
cording to the impedance between the at least two mois-
ture detection electrodes 102, when the user touches the
fingerprint sensor 101 and the at least two moisture de-
tection electrodes 102 with a finger.
[0037] In an embodiment, the impedance detection cir-
cuit may be integrated inside the processing module 103.
Alternatively, the impedance detection circuit may be dis-
posed outside the processing module 103. In other
words, the at least two moisture detection electrodes 102
are respectively coupled to the at least two imput termi-
nals of the impedance detection circuit, and an output
terminal of the impedance detection circuit is coupled to
the processing module 103.
[0038] In addition, the impedance detection circuit may
be implemented in various forms, which are not limited
by the embodiments of the present disclosure, as long
as the outputted characteristic value is positively corre-
lated to the impedance between the at least two moisture
detection electrodes 102. For example, if there are two
moisture detection electrodes 102, for example, the im-
pedance detection circuit may be as shown in Fig. 3, in
which, an amplifier feedback circuit may be disposed be-

tween the two moisture detection electrodes 102. When
impedance between the two moisture detection elec-
trodes 102 changes, a gain which is fed back may directly
influence the voltage outputted by the Analog to Digital
Converter (ADC). Therefore, the outputted voltage signal
may represent the impedance value between the two
moisture detection electrodes 102.
[0039] In another embodiment, the fingerprint sensor
101 may include a sensing region 1011 and a metal ring
1012. The metal ring 1012 is located outside the sensing
region 1011 and surrounds the sensing region 1011. Dur-
ing the process of fingerprint recognition, when the user
touches the sensing region 1011 and the metal ring 1012
with a finger, the metal ring 1012 may emit a signal which
passes through the user’s finger and reaches the sensing
region 1011, and the sensing region 1011 may receive
a returned signal and may acquire a fingerprint signal
according to a difference between the emitted signal and
the returned signal.
[0040] In the embodiment, the at least two moisture
detection electrodes 102 may be disposed on the metal
ring 1012. Referring to Fig. 4, as shown by the hatched
parts, parts of the metal ring function as the moisture
detection electrodes and are coupled to the processing
module 103. By reusing an existing metal ring for mois-
ture detection, it can eliminate the need for an additional
electrode and can save hardware cost.
[0041] The sensing region 1011 and the metal ring
1012 may be disposed on the surface of the housing of
the device for recognizing a fingerprint. Referring to Fig.
5, the device for recognizing a fingerprint is a mobile
phone, for example. A button may be disposed on the
housing of the mobile phone. The sensing region 1011
and the metal ring 1012 are disposed on the upper sur-
face of the button. Parts of the metal ring 1012 may func-
tion as moisture detection electrodes. When the user
touches the button, a fingerprint signal may be acquired
by means of the sensing region 1011. A characteristic
value may be acquired by means of the moisture detec-
tion electrodes on the metal ring. Then, fingerprint rec-
ognition may be performed according to the fingerprint
signal and the characteristic value.
[0042] In another embodiment, the processing module
103 may determine a preset corresponding relationship
in advance. The preset corresponding relationship in-
cludes at least one fingerprint recognition parameter for
each characteristic value. Thereby, under the moisture
condition corresponding to each characteristic value, a
fingerprint recognition parameter may be determined to
achieve an optimal fingerprint recognition performance.
When the processing module 103 acquires the charac-
teristic value, the processing module 103 may determine
a fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with
the characteristic value according to the preset corre-
sponding relationship.
[0043] In an embodiment, the preset corresponding re-
lationship may be determined by technicians through
times of test, to ensure that the fingerprint recognition
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parameter corresponding to each characteristic value
may achieve an optimal fingerprint recognition perform-
ance under a corresponding moisture condition.
[0044] In an embodiment, after the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter which matches with the characteristic
value is determined, the processing module 103 may
generate a fingerprint image according to the fingerprint
recognition parameter and the fingerprint signal, extract
features from the fingerprint image to obtain feature in-
formation. Then, the processing module 103 may com-
pare the feature information with previously stored fea-
ture information to obtain a fingerprint recognition result.
[0045] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter which matches with the chracteristic val-
ue may be of various types, including software parame-
ters and hardware parameter etc.

1. During the process of fingerprint recognition, an
ADC may be applied for amplifying a fingerprint sig-
nal, and a fingerprint image to be recognized may
be generated according to the amplified fingerprint
signal. During this process, some parameters rele-
vant to the ADC may influence the preformance of
the ADC, and in turn, influence the fingerprint rec-
ognition performance. Therefore, in order to improve
the fingerprint recognition performance, the preset
corresponding relationship may include ADC-rele-
vant parameters respectively matching with each
characteristic value.
For example, the fingerprint recognition parameter
may include at least one of a gain and an operation
range of an ADC. Then, a matched fingerprint rec-
ognition parameter may be selected according to an
acquired characteristic value, and then the ADC may
be operated according to the determined fingerprint
recognition parameter to achieve a better fingerprint
signal, in turn a better fingerprint recognition result
and an optimal fingerprint recognition performance.
When the characteristic value is relatively small, it
means the user’s finger has a relatively large mois-
ture level. In this case, a relatively large ADC gain
may be selected to improve clarity and signal to noise
ratio of outputted fingerprint signal. Moreover, a rel-
atively narrow operation range of the ADC may be
selected to improve accuracy. On the other hand,
when the characteristic value is relatively large, the
moisture level of the user’s finger is relatively small,
a relatively small ADC gain and a relatively wide op-
eration range of the ADC may be selected.
2. During the process of fingerprint recognition, the
processing module 103 may control the fingerprint
sensor 101 according to the driving voltage. There-
fore, the magnitude of the driving voltage may influ-
ence the performance of the fingerprint sensor 101
and the fingerprint signal outputted by the fingerprint
sensor 101. Then, in order to improve the fingerprint
recognition performance, the preset corresponding
relationship may include a driving voltage corre-

sponding to each characteristic value. When the
characteristic value is relatively small, that is, when
the user’s finger has a relatively large moisture level,
a relatively high driving voltage may be selected to
enhance the strength of the outputted fingerprint sig-
nal. On the other hand, when the characteristic value
is relatively large, that is, when the user’s finger has
a relatively small moisture level, a relatively low driv-
ing voltage may be selected.
3. During the process of fingerprint recognition, a
preset algorithm may be applied to process the fin-
gerprint signal to generate a finger image, and a pre-
set algorithm may be applied to recognize the fin-
gerprint image to obtain a fingerprint recognition re-
sult. During this process, many parameters will be
applied, and they will influence the fingerprint recog-
nition performance. Therefore, in order to improve
the fingerprint recognition performance, the preset
corresponding relationship may include a fingerprint
recognition parameter required by the algorithm,
which matches with each characteristic value.

[0046] For example, the fingerprint recognition param-
eter may include at least one of a scanning frequency, a
peak-signal adjustment coefficient and a trough-signal
adjustment coefficient.
[0047] The scanning frequency refers to a frequency
at which the fingerprint sensor 101 scans the finger of
the user to generate a fingerprint signal. The higher the
scanning frequency is, the higher the accuracy of the
fingerprint recognition will be. Therefore, when the char-
acteristic value is relatively small, that is, when the user’s
finger has a relatively large moisture level, a relatively
large scanning frequency may be selected, to improve
the accuracy of the fingerprint recognition. When the
characteristic value is relatively large that is, when the
user’s finger has a relatively small moisture level, a rel-
atively lower scanning frequency may be selected.
[0048] The peak-signal adjustment coefficient refers
to a coefficient for adjusting an acquired peak signal. The
trough-signal adjustment coefficient refers to a coeffi-
cient for adjusting an acquired trough signal. When the
processing module 103 acquires a fingerprint signal, the
processing module 103 may distinguish a peak signal
from a trough signal, and may adjust the peak signal and
the trough signal respectively with different coefficients,
to increase the difference between the peak signal and
the trough signal. Therefore, when the characteristic val-
ue is relatively small, that is, when the user’s finger has
a relatively large mositure level, a relatively large peak-
signal adjustment coefficient and a relatively small
trough-signal adjustment coefficient may be selected, to
increase the difference between the peak signal and the
trough signal. On the other hand, when the characteristic
value is relatively large, that is, when the user’s finger
has a relatively small moisture level, the peak-signal ad-
justment coefficient and the trough-signal adjustment co-
efficient may be selected such that they have a relatively
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small difference.
[0049] All of the above optional embodiments may be
conbined in any manner to form other optional embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, which will not be elab-
orated herein.
[0050] For the avoidance of doubt, the moisture sensor
may be implemented as a humidity sensor, using two or
more humidity detection electrodes.
[0051] Fig. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method for
recognizing a fingerprint according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. As shown in Fig. 6, the method for recognizing
a fingerprint is applied in a device for recognizing a fin-
gerprint, the device for recognizing a fingerprint including:
a fingerprint sensor, at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes and a processing module, the method including
the following steps.
[0052] At step 601, a characteristic value and a finger-
print signal are acquired when the user touches the fin-
gerprint sensor and the at least two moisture detection
electrodes with a finger, the characteristic value positive-
ly correlating to an impedance between the at least two
moisture detection electrodes.
[0053] At step 602, a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value is deter-
mined.
[0054] At step 603, fingerprint recognition is performed
according to the determined fingerprint recognition pa-
rameter and the fingerprint signal.
[0055] In the method provided by the embodiments of
the present disclosure, the influence of the moisture of
the user’s finger on fingerprint recognition performance
is taken into consideration. A characteristic value which
positively correlates to an impedance value between at
least two moisture detection electrodes is acquired, a
fingerprint recognition parameter which matches with the
characteristic value is determined, and fingerprint recog-
nition is performed according to the determined finger-
print recognition parameter and the fingerprint signal.
Thereby, it can ensure that the applied fingerprint recog-
nition parameter matches with the moisture of the user’s
finger. It can improve the fingerprint recognition perform-
ance and the fingerprint recognition accuracy. Moreover,
it can eliminate the need to repeatedly acquire fingerprint
image, significantly reducing time for fingerprint recogni-
tion and improving efficiency in fingerprint recognition.
[0056] In another embodiment, determining a finger-
print recognition parameter which matches with the char-
acteristic value includes:

determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value accord-
ing to a preset corresponding relationship, the preset
corresponding relationship including at least one fin-
gerprint recognition parameter which matches with
each characteristic value.

[0057] In another embodiment, performing fingerprint
recognition according to the determined fingerprint rec-

ognition parameter and the fingerprint signal includes:

generating a fingerprint image according to the fin-
gerprint recognition parameter and the fingerprint
signal;
extracting features from the fingerprint image to ob-
tain feature information; and
comparing the feature information with previously
stored feature information.

[0058] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a gain, an op-
eration range and a driving voltage of an Analog to Digital
Converter ADC.
[0059] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a scanning fre-
quency, a peak-signal adjustment coefficient and a
trough-signal adjustment coefficient, the peak-signal ad-
justment coefficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting a
peak signal during fingerprint recognition, and the trough-
signal adjustment coefficient refers to a coefficient for
adjusting a trough signal during fingerprint recognition.
[0060] All of the above optional embodiments may be
conbined in any manner to form other optional embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, which will not be elab-
orated herein.
[0061] It should be noted that, the method and the de-
vice for recognizing a fingerprint provided by the above
embodiments belong to the same concept, and the spe-
cifice implmentation thereof may refer to the above de-
vice embodiments, which will not be elaborated herein.
[0062] Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a device
700 for recognizing a fingerprint according to an exem-
plary embodiment. For example, the device 700 may be
a mobile phone, a computer, a digital broadcast terminal,
a messaging device, a gaming console, a tablet, a med-
ical device, exercise equipment, a personal digital assist-
ant, and the like.
[0063] Referring to Fig. 7, the device 700 can include
one or more of the following components: a processing
component 702, a memory 704, a power component 706,
a multimedia component 708, an audio component 710,
an input/output (I/O) interface 712, a sensor component
714, and a communication component 716.
[0064] The processing component 702 typically con-
trols overall operations of the device 700, such as the
operations associated with display, telephone calls, data
communications, camera operations, and recording op-
erations. The processing component 702 can include one
or more processors 720 to execute instructions to per-
form all or part of the steps in the above described meth-
ods. Moreover, the processing component 702 can in-
clude one or more modules which facilitate the interaction
between the processing component 702 and other com-
ponents. For instance, the processing component 702
can include a multimedia module to facilitate the interac-
tion between the multimedia component 708 and the
processing component 702.

11 12 



EP 3 264 332 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0065] The memory 704 is configured to store various
types of data to support the operation of the device 700.
Examples of such data include instructions for any ap-
plications or methods operated on the device 700, con-
tact data, phonebook data, messages, pictures, video,
etc. The memory 704 can be implemented using any type
of volatile or non-volatile memory devices, or a combi-
nation thereof, such as a static random access memory
(SRAM), an electrically erasable programmable read-on-
ly memory (EEPROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM), a programmable read-only
memory (PROM), a read-only memory (ROM), a mag-
netic memory, a flash memory, a magnetic or optical disk.
[0066] The power component 706 provides power to
various components of the device 700. The power com-
ponent 706 can include a power management system,
one or more power sources, and any other components
associated with the generation, management, and distri-
bution of power in the device 700.
[0067] The multimedia component 708 includes a
screen providing an output interface between the device
700 and the user. In some embodiments, the screen can
include a liquid crystal display (LCD) and a touch panel
(TP). If the screen includes the touch panel, the screen
can be implemented as a touch screen to receive input
signals from the user. The touch panel includes one or
more touch sensors to sense touches, swipes, and ges-
tures on the touch panel. The touch sensors can not only
sense a boundary of a touch or swipe action, but also
sense a period of time and a pressure associated with
the touch or swipe action. In some embodiments, the
multimedia component 708 includes a front camera
and/or a rear camera. The front camera and the rear cam-
era can receive an external multimedia datum while the
device 700 is in an operation mode, such as a photo-
graphing mode or a video mode. Each of the front camera
and the rear camera can be a fixed optical lens system
or have focus and optical zoom capability.
[0068] The audio component 710 is configured to out-
put and/or input audio signals. For example, the audio
component 710 includes a microphone ("MIC") config-
ured to receive an external audio signal when the device
700 is in an operation mode, such as a call mode, a re-
cording mode, and a voice recognition mode. The re-
ceived audio signal can be further stored in the memory
704 or transmitted via the communication component
716. In some embodiments, the audio component 710
further includes a speaker to output audio signals.
[0069] The I/O interface 712 provides an interface be-
tween the processing component 702 and peripheral in-
terface modules, such as a keyboard, a click wheel, but-
tons, and the like. The buttons can include, but are not
limited to, a home button, a volume button, a starting
button, and a locking button.
[0070] The sensor component 714 includes one or
more sensors to provide status assessments of various
aspects of the device 700. For instance, the sensor com-
ponent 714 can detect an open/closed status of the de-

vice 700, relative positioning of components, e.g., the
display and the keypad of the device 700. The sensor
component 714 can also detect a change in position of
the device 700 or a component of the device 700, a pres-
ence or absence of user contact with the device 700, an
orientation or an acceleration/deceleration of the device
700, and a change in temperature of the device 700. The
sensor component 714 can include a proximity sensor
configured to detect the presence of nearby objects with-
out any physical contact. The sensor component 714 can
also include a light sensor, such as a CMOS or CCD
image sensor, for use in imaging applications. In some
embodiments, the sensor component 714 can also in-
clude an accelerometer sensor, a gyroscope sensor, a
magnetic sensor, a pressure sensor, or a temperature
sensor. In the embodiment, in order to implement finger-
print recognition function, the sensor component 714 in-
cludes a fingerprint sensor.
[0071] The communication component 716 is config-
ured to facilitate communication, wired or wirelessly, be-
tween the device 700 and other devices. The device 700
can access a wireless network based on a communica-
tion standard, such as WiFi, 2G, or 3G, or a combination
thereof. In one exemplary embodiment, the communica-
tion component 716 receives a broadcast signal or broad-
cast associated information from an external broadcast
management system via a broadcast channel. In one ex-
emplary embodiment, the communication component
716 further includes a near field communication (NFC)
module to facilitate short-range communications. For ex-
ample, the NFC module can be implemented based on
a radio frequency identification (RFID) technology, an
infrared data association (IrDA) technology, an ultra-
wideband (UWB) technology, a Bluetooth (BT) technol-
ogy, and other technologies.
[0072] In exemplary embodiments, the device 700 can
be implemented with one or more application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal processors
(DSPs), digital signal processing devices (DSPDs), pro-
grammable logic devices (PLDs), field programmable
gate arrays (FPGAs), controllers, micro-controllers, mi-
croprocessors, or other electronic components, for per-
forming the above described methods.
[0073] In exemplary embodiments, there is also pro-
vided a non-transitory computer-readable storage medi-
um including instructions, such as included in the mem-
ory 704, executable by the processor 720 in the device
700, for performing the above-described methods. For
example, the non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium can be a ROM, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a magnetic
tape, a floppy disc, an optical data storage device, and
the like.
[0074] A non-trasitory computer-readable storage me-
dium, when instructions in the storage medium are ex-
ectued by a processor of a terminal including the above
device for recognizing a fingerprint, the terminal is
caused to perform a method for recognizing a fingerprint,
the method includes:
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acquiring a characteristic value and acquiring a fin-
gerprint signal when the user touches the fingerprint
sensor and the at least two moisture detection elec-
trodes with a finger, the characteristic value positive-
ly correlating to an impedance between the at least
two moisture detection electrodes;
determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value; and
performing fingerprint recognition according to the
determined fingerprint recognition parameter and
the fingerprint signal.

[0075] In another embodiment, determining a finger-
print recognition parameter which matches with the char-
acteristic value includes:

determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value accord-
ing to a preset corresponding relationship, the preset
corresponding relationship including at least one fin-
gerprint recognition parameter which matches with
each characteristic value.

[0076] In another embodiment, performing fingerprint
recognition according to the determined fingerprint rec-
ognition parameter and the fingerprint signal includes:

generating a fingerprint image according to the fin-
gerprint recognition parameter and the fingerprint
signal;
extracting features from the fingerprint image to ob-
tain feature information; and
comparing the feature information with previously
stored feature information.

[0077] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a gain, an op-
eration range and a driving voltage of an Analog to Digital
Converter ADC.
[0078] In another embodiment, the fingerprint recog-
nition parameter includes at least one of a scanning fre-
quency, a peak-signal adjustment coefficient and a
trough-signal adjustment coefficient, the peak-signal ad-
justment coefficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting a
peak signal during fingerprint recognition, and the trough-
signal adjustment coefficient refers to a coefficient for
adjusting a trough signal during fingerprint recognition.
[0079] Where functional modules are referred to in ap-
paratus embodiments for carrying out various steps of
the described method(s) it will be understood that these
modules may be implemented in hardware, in software,
or a combination of the two. When implemented in hard-
ware, the modules may be implemented as one or more
hardware modules, such as one or more application spe-
cific integrated circuits. When implemented in software,
the modules may be implemented as one or more com-
puter programs that are executed on one or more proc-
essors.

Claims

1. A device for recognizing a fingerprint, the device
comprising: a fingerprint sensor (101), at least two
moisture detection electrodes (102) and a process-
ing module (103), wherein:

the fingerprint sensor (101) is coupled to the
processing module (103), the at least two mois-
ture detection electrodes (102) are coupled to
the processing module (103), and the at least
two moisture detection electrodes (102) are dis-
posed within a preset range of the fingerprint
sensor (101);
the fingerprint sensor (101) is configured to out-
put a fingerprint signal to the processing module
(103) when a user touches the fingerprint sensor
(101) and the at least two moisture detection
electrodes (102) with a finger;
the processing module (103) is configured to ac-
quire a characteristic value when the user touch-
es the fingerprint sensor (101) and the at least
two moisture detection electrodes (102) with a
finger, the characteristic value correlating to an
impedance between the at least two moisture
detection electrodes (102);
the processing module (103) is further config-
ured to determine a fingerprint recognition pa-
rameter which matches with the characteristic
value, and perform fingerprint recognition ac-
cording to the determined fingerprint recognition
parameter and the fingerprint signal.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the device for recog-
nizing a fingerprint comprises an impedance detec-
tion circuit, and the at least two moisture detection
electrodes (102) are respectively coupled to at least
two input terminals of the impedance detection cir-
cuit;
the impedance detection circuit is configured to out-
put the characteristic value according to the imped-
ance between the at least two moisture detection
electrodes (102), when the user touches the finger-
print sensor (101) and the at least two moisture de-
tection electrodes (102) with a finger.

3. The device of claim 1 or 2, wherein the fingerprint
sensor (101) is provided with a metal ring, and the
at least two moisture detection electrodes (102) are
disposed on the metal ring.

4. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the
processing module (103) is configured to determine
a fingerprint recognition parameter which matches
with the characteristic value according to a preset
corresponding relationship, and the preset corre-
sponding relationship comprises at least one finger-
print recognition parameter which matches with each
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characteristic value.

5. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the
processing module (103) is further configured to gen-
erate a fingerprint image according to the fingerprint
recognition parameter and the fingerprint signal, ex-
tract features from the fingerprint image to obtain
feature information, and compare the feature infor-
mation with previously stored feature information.

6. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the fin-
gerprint recognition parameter comprises at least
one of a gain, an operation range and a driving volt-
age of an Analog to Digital Converter ADC.

7. The device of any preceding claim, wherein the fin-
gerprint recognition parameter comprises at least
one of a scanning frequency, a peak-signal adjust-
ment coefficient and a trough-signal adjustment co-
efficient, wherein the peak-signal adjustment coeffi-
cient refers to a coefficient for adjusting an acquired
peak signal, and the trough-signal adjustment coef-
ficient refers to a coefficient for adjusting an acquired
trough signal.

8. A method for recognizing a fingerprint, which is ap-
plied in a device for recognizing a fingerprint, the
device for recognizing a fingerprint comprising: a fin-
gerprint sensor (101), at least two moisture detection
electrodes (102) and a processing module (103), the
method comprising:

acquiring (601) a characteristic value and ac-
quiring a fingerprint signal when the user touch-
es the fingerprint sensor (101) and the at least
two moisture detection electrodes (102) with a
finger, the characteristic value correlating to an
impedance between the at least two moisture
detection electrodes (102);
determining (602) a fingerprint recognition pa-
rameter which matches with the characteristic
value; and
performing (603) fingerprint recognition accord-
ing to the determined fingerprint recognition pa-
rameter and the fingerprint signal.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein determining (602) a
fingerprint recognition parameter which matches
with the characteristic value comprises:

determining a fingerprint recognition parameter
which matches with the characteristic value ac-
cording to a preset corresponding relationship,
the preset corresponding relationship compris-
ing at least one fingerprint recognition parame-
ter which matches with each characteristic val-
ue.

10. The method of claim 8 or 9, wherein performing (603)
fingerprint recognition according to the determined
fingerprint recognition parameter and the fingerprint
signal comprises:

generating a fingerprint image according to the
fingerprint recognition parameter and the finger-
print signal;
extracting features from the fingerprint image to
obtain feature information; and
comparing the feature information with previ-
ously stored feature information.

11. The method of any of claims 8 to 10, wherein the
fingerprint recognition parameter comprises at least
one of a gain, an operation range and a driving volt-
age of an Analog to Digital Converter ADC.

12. The method of any of claims 8 to 11, wherein the
fingerprint recognition parameter comprises at least
one of a scanning frequency, a peak-signal adjust-
ment coefficient and a trough-signal adjustment co-
efficient, wherein the peak-signal adjustment coeffi-
cient refers to a coefficient for adjusting a peak signal
during fingerprint recognition, and the trough-signal
adjustment coefficient refers to a coefficient for ad-
justing a trough signal during fingerprint recognition.

13. A computer program, which when executed on a
processor of a computing device, performs a method
according to any one of claims 8 to 12.
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