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(54) SLAT DISCONNECT SENSOR

(57) A sensor for detecting relative movement be-
tween two adjacent components includes a first member
(32), a second member (34) rotatable about an axis rel-
ative to the first member, and a fuse element including a
first electrical contactor connected to the first member

(32) and a second electrical contactor connected to the
second member (34). When the first member (32) and
the second member (34) are skewed, the first electrical
contactor and the second electrical contactor are not in
electrical contact.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The subject matter disclosed herein relates to
a sensor that detects skewed or disconnected adjacent
movable components, and more particularly, to a sensor
that detects skewed or disconnected aircraft control sur-
face such as slats or flaps.
[0002] Aircraft wings may employ lift changing devices
that are often referred to as auxiliary airfoils or control
surfaces. When extended, the surfaces increase the ef-
fective size, curvature, camber, and area of the wing
thereby increasing the lift provided by the wing. During
takeoff and landing of the aircraft, a pilot can extend these
control surfaces from a leading or a trailing edge of a
wing. Control surfaces that extend from the leading edge
of the wing are referred to as slats, while control surfaces
that extend from the trailing edge of the wing are referred
to as flaps. Slats are used primarily to increase lift at large
angles of attack (e.g., take off), while flaps are designed
primarily to increase lift during landing.
[0003] An actuation system is used to extend or retract
the control surfaces. Typically, the actuation system
moves the plurality of slats or flaps that form a control
surface in unison. During an undesired condition, adjoin-
ing slats move relative to one another causing a loss of
lift on the wing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0004] According to one embodiment of the invention,
a sensor for detecting relative movement between two
adjacent components includes a first member, a second
member rotatable about an axis relative to the first mem-
ber, and a fuse element including a first electrical con-
tactor connected to the first member and a second elec-
trical contactor connected to the second member. When
the first member and the second member are skewed,
the first electrical contactor and the second electrical con-
tactor are not in electrical contact.
[0005] According to another embodiment, a method of
detecting skew between two adjacent components in-
cludes providing a first member having a first electrical
contactor associated with a first component of the two
adjacent components and providing a second member
having a second electrical contactor associated with a
second component of the two adjacent components. The
first electrical contactor and the second electrical con-
tactor are arranged in contact. Shearing the contact be-
tween the first electrical contactor and the second elec-
trical contactor indicates a skewed condition between the
two adjacent components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The subject matter, which is regarded as the
invention, is particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed

in the claims at the conclusion of the specification. The
foregoing and other features, and advantages of the in-
vention are apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an aircraft;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a sensor of the aircraft
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a top view of the sensor of FIG. 2 according
to an embodiment;

FIG. 3a is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-
A of FIG. 3 according to an embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a top view of a sensor during normal oper-
ation conditions according to an embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a sensor during normal
operation conditions according to an embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a top view of a sensor when a first compo-
nent is skewed relative to a second component ac-
cording to an embodiment; and

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a sensor when a first
component is skewed relative to a second compo-
nent according to an embodiment.

[0007] The detailed description explains embodiments
of the invention, together with advantages and features,
by way of example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] Referring now to FIG. 1, a typical aircraft 10
having two wings 12 is illustrated. Each wing 12 has a
plurality of control surfaces, such as slats 14 and flaps
16 for example. These control surfaces are movable to
control the lift of the aircraft 10. In an embodiment, a
control lever 18 for operating at least one of the slats 14
and the flaps 16 is located in a cockpit and is operable
by a pilot of the aircraft. A drive unit 22 controlled by an
electronic control unit 24 transmits a torque to a plurality
of actuators 26 which may be used to drive the slats 14
and/or flaps 16. A sensor 30 is attached between adja-
cent control surfaces to detect relative movement be-
tween the adjacent control surfaces.
[0009] With reference now to FIGS. 2-7, an example
of the sensor 30 is illustrated in more detail. The sensor
30 includes a first member 32 that may be associated
with a first component, such as a first slat 14a for exam-
ple, and a second member 34 that may be associated
with a second, adjacent component, such as a second
slat 14b for example. In the illustrated, non-limiting em-
bodiment, the first member 32 and the second member
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34 are stacked vertically, one on top of the other; how-
ever, other configurations of the sensor 30, such as
where the first member 32 and the second member 34
are stacked about a horizontal axis for example, are also
within the scope of the disclosure. As illustrated, the first
member 32 and the second member 34 are coupled to-
gether, such as with a pin or other fastener 36. In an
embodiment, rotation of the first member 32 relative to
an axis X defined by the pin 36 is restricted, such as by
a retention wire 38 (FIG. 3a) positioned about a periphery
of the pin 36 in alignment with the first member 32. How-
ever, it should be understood that other methods and
component for restraining movement of the first member
32 relative to the axis X is contemplated herein. The sec-
ond member 34 is configured to rotate about the axis X
relative to both the pin 36 and the first member 32.
[0010] The first member 32 includes a flange or base
40 for mounting the member 32 to a first component. In
the illustrated, non-limiting embodiment, the surface 42
of the base 40 configured to abut the first component is
arranged generally parallel to the axis X defined by the
pin 36. The first member 32 additionally includes a first
connector 44 having at least one first electrical contactor
46, such as a fuse for example, removably mounted
thereto. As shown, the first connector 44 extends at an
angle to the base 40 and includes a cavity 48 within which
the first fuse 46 is received. As a result, when the first
fuse 46 is mounted to the first connector 44, a surface
50 of the first fuse 46 is generally flush with the distal end
52 of the first connector 44.
[0011] The second member 34 includes an elongated
lever 54 configured to contact the second component. In
an embodiment, the distal end 56 of the elongated lever
54 extends through an opening 58 formed in the second
component (see FIG. 4). However, other types of con-
nections are considered within the scope of the disclo-
sure. The second member 34 includes a second connec-
tor 60 having at least one second electrical contactor 62,
removably mounted thereto, such as with a fastener 64
for example. As shown, the second connector 60 is
formed at an angle to the elongated lever 54. Similar to
the first connector 44, the second connector 60 may in-
clude a cavity 66 within which the second electrical con-
tactor 62 is positioned such a surface 68 of the second
electrical contactor 62 is generally flush with the distal
end 70 of the second connector 60. The second electrical
contactor 62 may also be a fuse, and may be substantially
identical, or different than the first electrical contactor 46.
Each of the first electrical contactor 46 and the second
electrical contact or 62 are connected to a power source
(not shown) via one or more wires 63.
[0012] When the first component and the second com-
ponent are aligned, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the elon-
gate lever 54 of the second member 34 and the base 40
of the first member 32 are disposed opposite one another
about the pin 36. In addition, the first connector 44 and
the second connector 60 are aligned such that the first
fuse 46 and the second fuse 62 are in electrical contact

with one another. In the non-limiting embodiment of FIG.
5, the first connector includes two first fuses 46 arranged
in an overlapping configuration and the second connector
includes two second fuses 62 arranged in an overlapping
configuration such that the stacked fuses 46, 62 provided
two channel operation. As shown the front pair of fuses
46, 62 are in electrical contact, and the back pair of fuses
46, 62 are also in electrical contact.
[0013] During normal aligned conditions, the first com-
ponent 14a and the second component 14b are config-
ured to translate together along an axis Y parallel to the
base 40 and the second component such that the lever
54 remains generally perpendicular to the axis Y. The
opening 58 within which the elongated lever 54 extends
is sized to allow a limited amount of motion between the
first and second component. When the relative motion
between the first component and the second component
exceeds an allowable limit, the sidewall 72 of the opening
58 in the second component contacts the elongated lever
54 causing the second member 34 to rotate about the
pin 36. This rotation of the second member 34 causes
the second fuse 62 to shear relative to the first fuse 46,
thereby interrupting the electrical contact there between
and the signal being transmitted to a controller by the
fuses 46, 62, indicating the existence of a skewed con-
dition.
[0014] The sensor 30 illustrated and described herein
has a reduced number of components, size, weight, and
complexity compared to conventional sensors. As a re-
sult, the sensor is easier to implement and requires less
maintenance over time. In addition, the sensor provides
enhanced detected because the sensor is more sensitive
than existing sensors and requires a reduced level of
panel skew to detect a fracture.
[0015] While the invention has been described in detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the invention is not
limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the in-
vention can be modified to incorporate any number of
variations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent ar-
rangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the spirit and scope of the invention. Ad-
ditionally, while various embodiments of the invention
have been described, it is to be understood that aspects
of the invention may include only some of the described
embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not to be
seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A sensor (30) for detecting relative movement be-
tween two adjacent components comprising:

a first member (32);
a second member (34) rotatable about an axis
relative to the first member (32); and
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a fuse element including a first electrical contac-
tor connected to the first member and a second
electrical contactor connected to the second
member (34), wherein when the first member
(32) and the second member (34) are skewed,
the first electrical contactor and the second elec-
trical contactor are not in electrical contact.

2. The sensor according to claim 1, further comprising
one or more wires connected to each of the first elec-
trical contactor and the second electrical contactor
to provide power thereto.

3. The sensor according to claim 1 or 2, wherein when
the first member and the second member are not
skewed, the first electrical contactor and the second
electrical contactor are in electrical contact.

4. The sensor according to any preceding claim, where-
in a shearing force generated by rotation of the sec-
ond member relative to the first member moves the
second electrical contactor out of electrical contact
with the first electrical contactor.

5. The sensor according to any preceding claim, where-
in rotation of the first member about the axis is re-
stricted by a retention wire.

6. The sensor according to any preceding claim, where-
in the first member and the second member are cou-
pled together by a pin.

7. The sensor according any preceding claim, wherein
the first member includes a base for mounting to one
of the two adjacent components.

8. The sensor according to claim 7, wherein the second
member includes an elongated lever associated with
another of the two adjacent components.

9. The sensor according to claim 8, wherein the elon-
gated member extends through an opening formed
in the another component.

10. The sensor according to any preceding claim, where-
in the first member includes a first connector extend-
ing at a first angle for supporting the first electrical
contactor, and the second member includes a sec-
ond connector extending at a second angle for sup-
porting the second electrical contactor, the first con-
nector and the second connector being substantially
aligned.

11. The sensor according to claim 13, wherein the first
connector includes a cavity within which the first
electrical contactor is mounted and the second con-
nector includes a cavity within which the second
electrical contactor is mounted.

12. A method of detecting skew between two adjacent
components comprising:

providing a first member (32) having a first elec-
trical contactor associated with a first compo-
nent of the two adjacent components;
providing a second member (34) having a sec-
ond electrical contactor associated with a sec-
ond component of the two adjacent compo-
nents, the first electrical contactor and the sec-
ond electrical contactor being arranged in con-
tact; and
shearing the contact between the first electrical
contactor and the second electrical contactor to
indicate a skewed condition between the two ad-
jacent components.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein shearing
the contact between the first electrical contactor and
the second electrical contactor occurs when the sec-
ond member is rotated relative to the first member.

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein transla-
tion of the second component along an axis causes
the second member to rotate relative to the first mem-
ber.

15. The method according to claim 12, 13 or 14, wherein
shearing the contact between the first electrical con-
tactor and the second electrical contactor interrupts
a signal sent to a controller.
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