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(54) IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO MULTI-COLOURED LIGHT

(57) A light array comprising a plurality of coloured
light-emitting diode elements, the plurality of coloured
light-emitting diode elements being dispersed within the
array so as to provide a uniform colour output; wherein
the plurality of coloured light-emitting diode elements
comprises a plurality of red coloured light-emitting diode
elements, a plurality of green coloured light-emitting di-

ode elements, and a plurality of blue coloured light-emit-
ting diode elements; wherein the placement of each col-
oured light-emitting diode element is such that individual
coloured light-emitting diode elements are dispersed
over the whole surface of the array not following any reg-
ular vertical, horizontal or diagonal patterns.
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Description

FIELD OF INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to improvements
in or relating to multi-coloured light sources, and is more
particularly concerned with luminaires having improved
colour mixing and uniformity.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Luminaires are used for many lighting applica-
tions including outdoor lighting, general illumination, fa-
cade illumination, and feature illumination, for example,
of statues and fountains. In these applications, dynamic
colour lighting schemes may be implemented by control-
ling the operation of the lighting elements within the lu-
minaires. One example of illuminating a building facade
is described in EP-A-2116761 where multiple asymmet-
ric beams produced by a group of light-emitting diode
(LED) elements positioned under a lens unit are com-
bined at the surface to be illuminated.
[0003] Luminaires may comprise an array or matrix of
light-emitting diode (LED) elements having one or more
colours, and, in multi-coloured luminaires, coloured LED
elements, such as, red (R), green (G) and blue (B) LED
elements placed close together in the array to provide
output illumination for a surface. US-A-2005/213321 de-
scribes a full colour light source that uses R, G, B LED
elements as a single light source, the LED elements be-
ing arranged in triplets, one for each colour.
[0004] The colour of the overall illumination provided
by multi-coloured luminaires is produced by mixing the
output of the R, G, B LED elements in different relative
proportions. By changing the relative proportions of the
light generated by the R, G and B LED elements, changes
in the overall colour of the illumination are obtained. White
(W) and amber (A) LED elements may also be used in
addition to the conventional R, G and B elements. The
relative ratios of the light output by the LED elements are
controlled to define the base-colour brightness produced.
Typically, the LED elements are arranged in regular pat-
terns within the array, namely, as repeated lines or col-
umns within the array. For example, a sequence of RGB,
RGBW or RGBA colours can be repeated many times
within the array.
[0005] One luminaire with coloured LED elements is
described in WO-A-2010/004495 where LED triplets of
R, G and B LED elements are used to provide illumina-
tion, each triplet being controlled to provide static white
illumination as well as dynamic or general lighting that
can be dimmed and changed in colour temperature.
White and/or amber LED elements can be used with the
triplets and can be individually dimmed to produce col-
ours of the rainbow.
[0006] However, many coloured LED arrays used in
luminaires tend to provide non-homogeneous and non-
uniform illumination particularly around the edges of the

light beam produced. Moreover, such coloured LED ar-
rays tend not to be scalable as they are based on either
a 3 x 3 module (where R, G and B LED elements only
are used) or a 4 x 4 module (where R, G, B and W (or A)
LED elements are used). Such modules cannot readily
be repeated whilst maintaining a homogeneous and uni-
form output except in multiples of 4 modules, 9 modules,
16 modules, 25 modules etc. which provide luminaire
arrays having a substantially square profile.

SUMMARY

[0007] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide an LED luminaire from which homogeneous
and uniform illumination is produced.
[0008] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a luminaire LED module that is readily scalable
whilst providing the same homogeneous and uniform il-
lumination.
[0009] In accordance with a first aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a light array comprising a
plurality of coloured light- emitting diode elements, the
plurality of coloured light-emitting diode elements being
dispersed within the array so as to provide a uniform col-
our output.
[0010] By dispersing the coloured light-emitting diode
elements throughout the light array, the colour banding
produced by arranging the coloured light-emitting diode
elements in regular patterns within the array is substan-
tially prevented.
[0011] Ideally, equal numbers of each coloured light-
emitting diode element are dispersed throughout the ar-
ray.
[0012] In one embodiment, four colours of light-emit-
ting diode elements are arranged within the light array.
Preferably, the coloured light-emitting diode elements
are red, green, blue and white.
[0013] It is preferred that the red light-emitting diode
elements are grouped towards the centre of the array.
This has the advantage of reducing a corona effect where
a ring of red light is produced around the central beam.
[0014] In a preferred embodiment, the light array com-
prises twenty-four light-emitting diode elements ar-
ranged in a rectangle having a long edge and a short
edge.
[0015] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, there is provided a luminaire compris-
ing at least one light array as described above. As each
light array forms a repeatable module, where more than
one light array is required, the light arrays may be ar-
ranged side by side with either their long edges adjacent
one another or their short edges adjacent one another.
[0016] The luminaire may comprise light arrays ar-
ranged in more than one row. The term "row" is intended
to include "column" as the light arrays can be implement-
ed as rows or columns.
[0017] In one embodiment, the luminaire may include
at least one light array comprising a mirror image of an-
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other light array. The mirror image may be formed about
the long edge of the light array, or the short edge of the
light array.
[0018] Additionally, the luminaire may comprise a
square array which comprises at least six light arrays.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0019] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, reference will now be made, by way of example only,
to the accompanying drawings in which:-

Figure 1a illustrates a luminaire array module having
vertically aligned coloured LED elements;

Figure 1b illustrates the output from the R LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 1a array module;

Figure 1c illustrates the output from the G LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 1a array module;

Figure 1d illustrates the output from the B LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 1a array module;

Figure 1e illustrates the output from the luminaire ar-
ray module of Figure 1a;

Figure 2a illustrates a luminaire array module having
diagonally aligned coloured LED elements;

Figure 2b illustrates the output from the R LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 2a array module;

Figure 2c illustrates the output from the G LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 2a array module;

Figure 2d illustrates the output from the B LED ele-
ments only for the Figure 2a array module;

Figure 2e illustrates the output from the luminaire ar-
ray module of Figure 2a;

Figure 3a illustrates a luminaire array module in ac-
cordance with the present invention;

Figure 3b illustrates a luminaire array comprising two
modules as shown in Figure 3a; and

Figure 3c illustrates a luminaire array comprising four
modules as shown in Figure 3a.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0020] The present invention will be described with re-
spect to particular embodiments and with reference to
certain drawings but the invention is not limited thereto.
The drawings described are only schematic and are non-
limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements

may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for illustra-
tive purposes.
[0021] It will be understood that the terms "vertical" and
"horizontal" are used herein refer to particular orienta-
tions of the Figures and these terms are not limitations
to the specific embodiments described herein.
[0022] When the LED elements are arranged in vertical
lines of the same colour within the array, the output pro-
duced tends not to be homogeneous and uniform. For
example, in an array comprising R-G-B LED elements
arranged such that the R, G and B LED elements in ver-
tically aligned columns (or horizontally aligned rows)
tends to produce illumination having variations in tints or
shades of white across the surface being illuminated. The
visual perception of the illuminated surface tends to be
poor as the colours may appear as bright strips separated
by dark areas (banding), and the resulting effect is an
apparent underused emitting surface, that is, only a part
of the surface appears to be emitting light. Moreover, the
overall quality of the emitted light may be poor due to
incorrect mixing of the coloured light in different zones
of the surface to be illuminated. In addition, colour mixing
is also poor as geometrical patterns corresponding to the
arrangement of the LED elements within the luminaire
may be clearly visible and the light beam and its associ-
ated footprint may appear to move in space as the colours
are changed. An array of coloured LED elements ar-
ranged in vertical lines or columns and the associated
banding effect is described below with reference to Fig-
ures 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d and 1e.
[0023] Figure 1a illustrates a conventional luminaire
array 100 comprising 18 coloured LED elements ar-
ranged in vertical lines or columns 110, 120, 130, 140,
150, 160 within the array 100. As shown, array 100 com-
prises only R, G and B coloured LED elements, but it will
be appreciated that LED elements of other colours, for
example, W and/or A, may also be included in between
the R, G and B vertical lines or columns if required.
[0024] In Figure 1b, the output 115, 145 from the R
LED elements in vertical lines or columns 110, 140 only
is shown. Similarly, Figure 1c illustrates the output 125,
155 from G LED elements in vertical lines or columns
120, 150 only, and Figure 1d illustrates the output 135,
165 from the B LED elements in vertical lines or columns
130, 160 only.
[0025] Figure 1e illustrates the output from the array
100 and shows that, due to mixing of the output from the
LED elements, a central region 170 is obtained where
substantially white light is obtained with a reddish white
light 180 being obtained at one end due to the R LED
elements in coiumn 110 and a bluish white light 190 being
obtained at the other end due to the B LED elements in
column 160. Figure 1b, 1c, 1d and 1e illustrate the band-
ing effect obtained due to the vertically aligned coloured
LED elements. Although the array 100 shows the LED
elements arranged in vertical lines, the same problem
arises where the coloured LED elements are arranged
in horizontal lines or rows.
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[0026] A partial solution to the problem of colour band-
ing when the array comprises coloured LED elements
arranged in either vertically aligned columns or horizon-
tally aligned rows, is to arrange the coloured LED ele-
ments diagonally within the luminaire. In this arrange-
ment, LED elements of the same colour use a larger hor-
izontal/vertical surface which appears to lower the emit-
ted light density. This is because the pitch or distance
between LEDs of the same colour on the diagonal is
greater than that of the LEDs of the same colour in the
horizontal or vertical directions. However, whilst the vis-
ual perception of the illuminated surface is improved, it
is still not ideal as the banding is now on the diagonal
and has a lower perceivable impact. Whilst the colour
mixing is improved, the light beam and its associated
footprint still appear to move in space as the colours are
changed. An array of coloured LED elements arranged
in diagonals and the associated banding effect is de-
scribed below with reference to Figures 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d
and 2e.
[0027] Figure 2a illustrates a luminaire array 200 com-
prising 18 coloured LED elements arranged in diagonals
210, 220, 230, 240, 250, 260 within the array 200. Only
four full diagonals 210, 220, 230, 240 are shown. As
shown, array 100 comprises only R, G and B coloured
LED elements, but it will be appreciated that LED ele-
ments of other colours, for example, W and/or A, may
also be included as diagonal lines in between the R, G,
and B diagonals if required.
[0028] In Figure 2b, the output 235 from R LED ele-
ments in full diagonal 230 is shown together with outputs
225", 265 corresponding to LED elements in partial di-
agonals 230’, 260 as shown. Similarly, Figure 2c illus-
trates the output 225 from G LED elements in full diagonal
220 together with outputs 225", 255 corresponding to
partial diagonals 220", 250, and Figure 2d illustrates the
output 215, 245 from the B LED elements on full diago-
nals 210, 240.
[0029] Figure 2e illustrates the output from the array
200 and shows that, due to mixing of the output from the
LED elements, a central region 270 is obtained where
substantially white light is obtained with a reddish white
light 280 being obtained at one end due to the partial R
diagonal 260 and a greenish white light 290 being ob-
tained at the other end due to the partial G diagonal 220".
[0030] Figures 2b, 2c, 2d and 2e illustrate the banding
effect obtained due to the diagonally aligned coloured
LED elements. In comparison with the output produced
by vertically aligned LED elements shown in Figure 1e,
the output produced by the diagonally aligned LED ele-
ments shown in Figure 2e has a larger substantially white
area 270 with smaller reddish white and greenish white
areas 280, 290.
[0031] In addition to the geometrical effects shown in
Figures 1e and 2e provided by the arrays shown in Fig-
ures 1a and 2a, secondary lenses are used to create the
desired output beam. However, such secondary lenses
influence the illumination footprint as different coloured

light beams passing through them are refracted differ-
ently and hence tend not have the same footprints.
[0032] Coloured light beams are in fact characterised
by different photometric curves so that two types of effect
are obtained according to the different colours when us-
ing a secondary lens. [A photometric curve is a graph of
the distribution of the luminous intensity emitted from a
source.] These two types of effect are different half-flux
openings and different residual flux openings, the latter
being 10% or 20% of the nominal flux along a central axis
of the lens. The openings (or apertures) correspond to
the value of the geometrical angle of the light cone com-
ing out from the lens. The overall perceived effect is that
the correct mixing is obtained only in a central area of
the beam footprint whilst the outer corona is always char-
acterised by a prevalence of a specific colour, for exam-
ple, a reddish corona around a central area with good
colour mixing.
[0033] In addition to the problems described above in
relation to banding and visual perception, another com-
mon problem with regular patterns for the coloured LED
elements in luminaires is the inability to create larger lu-
minaires by replicating a base module of coloured LED
elements as described above, as the geometrical as-
pects only allow replication when the module is squared,
that is, each side is as long as the number of colours
required. For example, if a diagonal arrangement of the
coloured LED elements is used, and three colours are
required, then the base module has a size of 3 LED el-
ements by 3 LED elements with colour sequences in the
lines of: RGB, GBR and BRG. If four colours are required,
the base module is 4 LED elements by 4 LED elements
with colour sequences in the lines of: RGBW, GBWR,
BWRG and WRGB. Only when this base module rule is
respected, a larger luminaire can be made by placing
many modules close to one another. This means that a
base module that is not effectively a square as described
above cannot be used as the illumination will always ap-
pear to be non-homogeneous.
[0034] In accordance with the present invention, the
problems described above can be overcome. The place-
ment of each coloured LED element is such that individ-
ual coloured LED elements are dispersed over the whole
surface of the array not following any regular vertical,
horizontal or diagonal patterns. This readily reduces the
effect of banding and improves visual perception as "un-
used" zones where all colours are not used are effectively
eliminated. For the scalability, non-square modules can
be used in which the placement of coloured LED ele-
ments is such that the colour are dispersed over the
whole surface as will be described in more detail below.
The corona effect can be reduced by placing the R LED
elements towards the centre of each module. It has been
determined that a 4 x 6 array can be used where 6 LED
elements of R, B, G and W can be placed within the array
to provide improved results. In Figure 3a, a 4 x 6 array
300 is shown where the coloured LED elements are ar-
ranged in distributed pattern within the array. As shown,
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the six R LED elements are grouped in two groups 310,
320 of three LED elements each and each group 310,
320 is located towards the centre of the array 300, and
the other LED elements are distributed through the array
with no other LED elements being grouped within the
array. Such an array 300 forms a base module which can
be replicated to provide scalability.
[0035] In Figure 3b, an array 350 comprising two iden-
tical modules 300 is shown arranged with their long edges
adjacent one another to form an 8 x 6 array. In the illus-
trated orientation, the array has 8 columns and 6 rows.
In Figure 3c, an array 370 is shown that comprises an 8
x 12 array comprising two arrays 350 or four identical
modules 300.
[0036] In addition, although the illustrated base array
300 is shown forming an 8 x 6 array as shown in Figure
3b, it will readily understood that a 4 x 12 array can be
formed if the modules 300 are placed together with their
short edges adjacent one another.
[0037] It will be appreciated that, as the base module
is rectangular, other rectangular luminaires are possible
including square luminaires. For example, a square 12
x 12 array can be formed by six arrays 300 arranged in
a 3 x 2 formation, that is, three arrays across by two
arrays down in the particular orientation shown in Figure
3a. Square arrays of other multiples of both 4 and 6 can
be implemented, for example, 24 x 24, 48 x 48, 96 x 96
etc.
[0038] The array or module 300 can be used either
horizontally or vertically and can be replicated as de-
scribed above with reference to Figures 3b and 3c. Ad-
vantageously, no geometrical strip lines are perceivable
when in direct view when four colours are used. The col-
our provided by each LED element appears to occupy
the maximum surface possible without the need for
grouping. Moreover, as each colour is sparsely distribut-
ed within the array, the power density is advantageously
distributed across the array and hot spots are substan-
tially reduced or eliminated. This enables the array to
have a lower operating temperature thereby improving
reliability and life span of the array. Only R LED elements
are grouped towards the centre of the array to compen-
sate for their effective wider beam when passing through
a secondary lens. R LED elements provide an aperture
greater than that obtained for the other colours, that is,
G or B, and W due to its higher residual flux.
[0039] Although the arrays shown in Figures 3b and
3c are repetitions of a base array having a particular LED
arrangement, it will be appreciated that these arrays may
also be implemented using the array of Figure 3a and its
mirror image about its long and/or short edges.
[0040] in a specific implementation of the present in-
vention, it was found that better colour mixing was ob-
tained at very low distances from the luminaire, for ex-
ample, less than 1 m, when Cree XP-E LED elements
are used together with Gaggione lenses LL5. However,
other LED elements and lenses can also be used.
[0041] Whilst the present invention has been de-

scribed with reference to a specific embodiment, it will
be appreciated that other embodiments are also possi-
ble.

Claims

1. A light array comprising a plurality of coloured light-
emitting diode elements, the plurality of coloured
light-emitting diode elements being dispersed within
the array so as to provide a uniform colour output;
wherein the plurality of coloured light-emitting diode
elements comprises a plurality of red coloured light-
emitting diode elements, a plurality of green coloured
light-emitting diode elements, and a plurality of blue
coloured light-emitting diode elements; wherein the
placement of each coloured light-emitting diode el-
ement is such that individual coloured light-emitting
diode elements are dispersed over the whole surface
of the array not following any regular vertical, hori-
zontal or diagonal patterns.

2. A light array according to claim 1, wherein equal
numbers of each coloured light-emitting diode ele-
ment are dispersed throughout the array.

3. A light array according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
plurality of blue coloured light-emitting diode element
are not grouped; and wherein the plurality of green
coloured light-emitting diode elements are not
grouped.

4. A light array according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the placement of each coloured
light-emitting diode element is such that no diagonal,
vertical or horizontal line of the array comprises only
light-emitting diode elements of the same colour.

5. A light array according to any one of the previous
claims, further comprising a plurality of white col-
oured light-emitting diode elements.

6. A light array according to the preceding claim, where-
in the plurality of white coloured light-emitting diode
elements are not grouped.

7. A light array according to any one of the previous
claims, wherein the plurality of red light-emitting di-
ode elements are grouped towards the centre of the
array.

8. A light array according to any one of the preceding
claims, further comprising twenty-four light-emitting
diode elements arranged in a rectangle having a
length and a width.

9. A luminaire comprising at least one light array ac-
cording to any one of the previous claims.
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10. A luminaire according to claim 9, having two or more
light arrays, the light arrays being arranged side by
side with their long edges adjacent one another.

11. A luminaire according to claim 9, having two or more
light arrays, the light arrays being arranged side by
side with their short edges adjacent one another.

12. A luminaire according to claim 10 or 11, wherein the
light arrays are arranged in more than one row.

13. A luminaire according to any one of claims 9 to 12,
having at least one light array comprising a mirror
image of another light array.

14. A luminaire according to claim 12, wherein the mirror
image is formed about the long edge of the light ar-
ray; or wherein the mirror image is formed about the
short edge of the light array.

15. A luminaire according to any one of claims 9 to 14,
comprising a square array which comprises at least
six light arrays.
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