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(54) ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND RECEIVING SYSTEM

(57) An electronic device (1) includes a device main
unit (1a) and a control unit (19) that controls visual dem-
onstration of a display on a displaying portion (21) so as
to visually display, upon receiving from a user an oper-

ation pertaining to an energy conservation setup of the
device main unit (1a), a state in which the energy con-
servation setup of the device main unit (1a) has been
implemented.
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Description

[Field of Technology]

[0001] The present invention relates generally to an
electronic device and receiving system, and, in particular,
relates to an electronic device and receiving system
wherein an energy conservation setup can be implement-
ed.

[Background Art]

[0002] Conventionally, electronic devices have been
known wherein energy conservation setups can be im-
plemented (e.g., Patent Document 1).
[0003] This Patent Document 1 discloses a compound
electronic device (electronic device) provided with a de-
vice main unit and a control unit wherein information is
displayed in text regarding drawbacks when running in
an electricity-saving mode, when receiving, from a user,
an operation pertaining to setting up an electricity saving
mode (energy conservation) in the device main unit.

[Patent Document]

[0004] [Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication 2006-254185
[0005] However, it is difficult for the user to envision
the state when the electricity-saving mode is selected,
through simply displaying in text the drawbacks when
running in the electricity-saving mode, as in the com-
pound electronic device of the aforementioned Patent
Document 1, and there may be cases wherein the user
is unable to understand the state after the electricity-sav-
ing mode is setup. In such a case, the electricity-saving
mode may be setup without the user having an under-
standing of the state after the electricity-saving mode is
setup.

[Summary of the Invention]

[0006] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention provide an electronic device and receiving sys-
tem wherein the user is able to implement an energy
conservation setup after understanding the state after
the energy conservation setup.
[0007] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, an electronic device is provided. The electronic de-
vice comprises a device main unit and a control unit that
controls visual demonstration of a display on a displaying
portion, so as to visually display, upon receiving from a
user an operation pertaining to an energy conservation
setup of the device main unit, a state in which the energy
conservation setup of the device main unit has been im-
plemented.
[0008] According to one or more embodiments, the
control unit is provided for performing control of a visual
demonstration so as to visually display, for example on

a display unit, upon receiving from the user an operation
pertaining to an energy conservation setup of the device
main unit, the state in which the energy conservation set-
up of the device main unit has been implemented. In this
way, it is possible to visualize easily, through the visual
demonstration, the state in which the energy conserva-
tion setup has been implemented, which in turn makes
it possible for the user to understand the energy conser-
vation setup. This enables the user to perform the energy
conservation setup after understanding the state after
the energy conservation setup.
[0009] According to one or more embodiments, the
control unit is configured to query the user on whether to
implement the energy conservation setup, after the state
of the energy conservation setup has been displayed on
the displaying portion through the visual demonstration.
Such a configuration enables the user to respond to the
inquiry on whether to implement the energy conservation
setup after understanding visually, through the visual
demonstration, the state in which the energy conserva-
tion setup has been implemented.
[0010] According to one or more embodiments, the en-
ergy conservation setup includes energy conservation
settings for a plurality of items, and the control unit is
configured to control to the visual demonstration of the
state in which the energy conservation setting has been
implemented for each individual item of the plurality of
items. Such a configuration enables the user to perform
the energy conservation setup for each of the individual
items after understanding the individual items.
[0011] In one or more embodiments, the displaying
portion includes an external displaying portion that is con-
nected to the device main unit or a displaying portion that
is provided in the device main unit, an energy setup menu
screen that includes all of the plurality of items as a group
is displayed on the displaying portion, and the control
unit is configured to control the displaying portion to dis-
play, through visual demonstration, the state in which the
energy conservation setting for an item selected from
among the plurality of items displayed on the energy con-
servation setup menu screen has been implemented.
Such a configuration enables the selection of a desired
item from the plurality of items that are displayed as a
group on the external displaying portion that is connected
to the device main unit or on the displaying portion that
is provided in the device main unit, thus enabling an im-
provement in the operability when performing the energy
conservation setup. Moreover, this enables the display
of a visual demonstration, on the external displaying por-
tion that is connected to the device main unit or on the
displaying portion that is provided in the device main unit,
of the state in which the energy conservation setup is
implemented, thus enabling the user to easily understand
visually the energy conservation setup.
[0012] In one or more embodiments, in a configuration
in which the displaying portion is configured to include
an external displaying portion that is connected to the
device main unit or a displaying portion that is provided
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in the device main unit, the control unit is configured to
control the displaying portion to display information re-
garding the electric power that will be saved when the
energy conservation setting is implemented for each of
the plurality of items when the energy conservation setup
menu screen that includes the plurality of items is dis-
played on the displaying portion. Such a configuration
enables the electricity-saving effect to be increased eas-
ily through selecting the items with a large saving in elec-
tric power while comparing the plurality of items on the
energy conservation setup menu screen.
[0013] In one or more embodiments, in a configuration
in which the displaying portion is configured to include
an external displaying portion that is connected to the
device main unit or a displaying portion that is provided
in the device main unit, a remote control that includes an
energy conservation setup menu button for switching to
the energy conservation setup menu screen is further
provided. Further, the device main unit may include a
remote control sensor able to receive a remote control
signal, and the control unit may be configured to control
the displaying portion to switch the screen that is dis-
played on the displaying portion to the energy conserva-
tion setup menu screen when the energy conservation
setup menu button has been pressed by the user. Such
a configuration enables displaying of the energy conser-
vation setup menu screen on the displaying portion by
merely pressing the energy conservation setup menu
button on the remote control, enabling an improvement
in the operability (convenience) when performing the en-
ergy conservation setup.
[0014] According to one or more embodiments, the
control unit is configured to control the display portion to
display information regarding the electric power con-
sumption that will be saved and the electric power costs
that will be saved when the state in which the energy
conservation setup has been implemented is displayed,
through a visual demonstration, on the displaying portion.
Such a configuration enables easy understanding of in-
formation regarding the electric power and the electric
power costs that will be saved when the state in which
the energy conservation setup is implemented.
[0015] According to one or more embodiments, an ex-
ternal displaying portion is connected to the device main
unit, the device main unit includes an information display-
ing portion able to display information of the device main
unit, and the control unit is configured to visually demon-
strate the state in which the energy conservation setup
has been implemented, using the information displaying
portion, while displaying a setup screen for the energy
conservation setup of the information displaying portion
on the external displaying portion when performing the
energy conservation setup for the information displaying
portion. In such a configuration, a visual demonstration
of after the energy conservation setup has been imple-
mented using the information displaying portion itself
when performing the energy conservation setup of the
information displaying portion. In this way, the user can

visualize more easily the state in which the energy con-
servation setup has been implemented, and, conse-
quently, can also understand easily the state after the
energy conservation setup.
[0016] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, a receiving system is provided. The receiving
system comprises a receiving device that includes a re-
ceiving portion that receives a broadcast signal, a receiv-
ing device main unit, and a control unit. Further, the re-
ceiving system comprises an external display device con-
nected to the receiving portion. The control unit is con-
figured to visually demonstrate the state in which an en-
ergy conservation setup has been implemented, through
displaying on the external display device or through op-
erating the receiving device, when an operation pertain-
ing to an energy conservation setup of the receiving de-
vice main unit is received from a user.
[0017] According to one or more embodiments, the
control unit is provided for performing control to visually
demonstrate the state in which the energy conservation
setup has been implemented, through displaying on the
external display device or through operating the receiving
device, when an operation pertaining to an energy con-
servation setup of the receiving device main unit is re-
ceived from a user. In this way, the state in which the
energy conservation setup has been implemented can
be visualized easily through the demonstration, thus en-
abling the user to understand the energy conservation
setup. Consequently, this enables the energy conserva-
tion setup to be performed by the user based on an un-
derstanding regarding the state after the energy conser-
vation setup. Moreover, this enables the demonstration
of the state in which the energy conservation setup has
been implemented to be either performed by displaying
on the external display device or performed on the re-
ceiving device, thus enabling the user to understand the
energy conservation setup easily.
[0018] One or more embodiments of the present in-
vention enable the user to perform the energy conserva-
tion setup based on an understanding regarding the state
after the energy conservation setup.
[0019] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, an electronic device comprises a device main unit
and a control unit that controls visual demonstration of a
display on a displaying portion so as to visually display,
upon receiving from a user an operation pertaining to an
energy conservation setup of the device main unit, a state
in which the energy conservation setup of the device main
unit has been implemented.
[0020] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in paragraph [0019],
wherein the control unit is configured to query the user
on whether to implement the energy conservation setup
after the state of the energy conservation setup has been
displayed on the displaying portion through the visual
demonstration.
[0021] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in paragraph [0019]
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or paragraph [0020], wherein the energy conservation
setup includes energy conservation settings for a plurality
of items; and the control unit is configured to control the
visual demonstration of the state in which the energy con-
servation setting has been implemented for each individ-
ual item of the plurality of items.
[0022] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in any one of para-
graphs [0019]-[0021], wherein the displaying portion in-
cludes an external displaying portion connected to the
device main unit or a displaying portion provided in the
device main unit, an energy conservation setup menu
screen that includes the plurality of items as a group is
displayed on the displaying portion, and the control unit
is configured to control the displaying portion to display,
through a visual demonstration, the state in which an
energy conservation setting of an item selected from the
plurality of items displayed in the energy conservation
setup menu screen has been implemented.
[0023] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in any one of para-
graphs [0019]-[0022], wherein the control unit is config-
ured to control the displaying portion to display informa-
tion pertaining to the electric power consumption that
would be saved when individual energy conservation set-
tings for the individual items of the plurality of items have
been implemented when the energy conservation setup
menu screen that includes the plurality of items as a
group is displayed on the displaying portion.
[0024] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in any one of para-
graphs [0019]-[0023], wherein the electronic device fur-
ther comprises a remote control including an energy con-
servation setup menu button for switching to the energy
conservation setup menu screen, wherein the device
main unit includes a remote control sensor able to receive
a signal from the remote control, and the control unit is
configured to control the displaying portion to switch the
screen that is displayed on the displaying portion to the
energy conservation setup menu screen when the ener-
gy conservation setup menu button has been pressed
by the user.
[0025] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in any one of para-
graphs [0019]-[0024], wherein the control unit is config-
ured to control the display portion to display information
on the electric power consumption that would be saved
and the cost of the electric power that would be saved
when the state in which the energy conservation setup
has been implemented is displayed on the displaying por-
tion through a visual demonstration.
[0026] According to an embodiment, the electronic de-
vice comprises the features defined in any one of para-
graphs [0019]-[0025], wherein the electronic device fur-
ther comprises an external displaying portion connected
to the device main unit, the device main unit includes an
information displaying portion able to display information
of the device main unit, and the control unit is configured

to visually demonstrate the state in which an energy con-
servation setup has been implemented, using the infor-
mation displaying portion, while displaying a setup
screen for the energy conservation setup of the informa-
tion displaying portion on the external displaying portion
when performing the energy conservation setup for the
information displaying portion.
[0027] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, a receiving system comprises a receiving de-
vice that includes a receiving portion that receives a
broadcast signal, a receiving device main unit, and a con-
trol unit, and an external displaying device connected to
the receiving portion, wherein the control unit is config-
ured to visually demonstrate a state in which an energy
conservation setup has been implemented, through dis-
playing on the external displaying device or through op-
erating the receiving device, when an operation pertain-
ing to an energy conservation setup of the receiving de-
vice main unit has been received from a user.

[Brief Description of the Drawings]

[0028]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a receiving system according to one embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a remote control of a
BD recorder in a receiving system according to one
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a Menu screen of a
receiving system according to one embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an Energy Conserva-
tion Setup Menu screen of a receiving system ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the LCD energy conservation set-
ting of the BD recorder is ON in the receiving system
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a state wherein the
LCD energy conservation setting of the BD recorder
is ON in the receiving system according to one em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the LCD energy conservation set-
ting of the BD recorder is OFF in the receiving system
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a demonstration in a
state wherein the LCD energy conservation setting
of the BD recorder is OFF in the receiving system
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a query regarding
whether or not to implement an LCD energy conser-
vation setting of the BD recorder in the receiving sys-
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tem according to one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the antenna-through output setting
of the energy conservation setting of the BD recorder
is ON in the receiving system according to one em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a diagram of a demonstration, displayed
on the displaying portion, of a state wherein the an-
tenna-through output setting of the energy conser-
vation setting of the BD recorder is OFF in the re-
ceiving system according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating a query regarding
whether or not to implement an antenna-through out-
put setting of the energy conservation setting of the
BD recorder in the receiving system according to one
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the antenna-through output setting
of the energy conservation setting of the BD recorder
is ON in the receiving system according to one em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 14 is a diagram of a demonstration, displayed
on the displaying portion, in a state wherein the an-
tenna-through output setting of the energy conser-
vation setting of the BD recorder is OFF in the re-
ceiving system according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a query regarding
whether or not to implement an attenuator power set-
ting of the BD recorder in the receiving system ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the quick start setting of the energy
conservation setting of the BD recorder is ON in the
receiving system according to one embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the demonstration has been start-
ed with the quick start setting of the energy conser-
vation setting of the BD recorder OFF in the receiving
system according to one embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating a displaying portion
in a state wherein the demonstration has been com-
pleted with the quick start setting of the energy con-
servation setting of the BD recorder OFF in the re-
ceiving system according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating a query regarding
whether or not to implement a quick start setting of
the energy conservation setting of the BD recorder
in the receiving system according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention.
FIG. 20 is a flowchart for explaining the demonstra-
tion procedure in a receiving system according to
one embodiment of the present invention.

[Detailed Description of Embodiments of the Invention]

[0029] A configuration of a receiving system 100 ac-
cording to embodiments of the present invention will be
explained below in reference to FIG. 1 through FIG. 19.
[0030] The receiving system 100, as illustrated in FIG.
1, is provided with a BD (Blu-ray disc) recorder 1 and a
TV (television) device 2. The BD recorder 1 is provided
with a BD recorder main unit 1a and a remote control 3.
Note that the BD recorder 1 is one example of the "elec-
tronic device" and the "receiving device" in the present
disclosure. Moreover, the BD recorder main unit 1a is
one example of the "device main unit" and the "receiving
device main unit" of the present disclosure. Furthermore,
the TV device 2 is one example of an "external display
device" according to the present disclosure.
[0031] The BD recorder main unit 1, as illustrated in
FIG. 1, is provided with a tuner 11, an attenuator 12 for
attenuating the TV broadcast radio signal to an appro-
priate level, an HDD 13, and an optical disc drive 14.
Moreover, the BD recorder main unit 1 is provided with
a memory 15, an LCD 16, a remote control sensor 17,
an outputting portion 18, and a control unit 19. Note that
the tuner 11 is an example of a "receiving portion" ac-
cording to the present disclosure. Moreover, the LCD 16
is one example of an "information displaying portion" ac-
cording to the present disclosure.
[0032] Furthermore, the BD recorder 1 has three power
modes: a power ON mode, a power OFF mode, and an
energy conservation mode. The power ON mode is a
mode for a state wherein power is supplied to the BD
recorder 1 in a normal state. The power OFF mode is a
mode for a state wherein the main power is turned OFF,
and no power whatsoever is supplied to the BD recorder
1. Moreover, the energy conservation mode is a mode
where a portion of the functions of the BD recorder 1 are
limited, to reduce the power supplied within the BD re-
corder main unit 1a to less than that of the power ON
mode. Note that the BD recorder 1 is configured so as
to shift to the energy conservation mode through pressing
the Power button 31 of the remote control 3.
[0033] The BD recorder 1 has a quick start setup func-
tion that can switch from the energy conservation mode
to the power ON mode rapidly. When the quick start set-
ting is set to ON, then the power that is required to perform
the quick start is supplied to the electronic compliments
such as the tuner 11 and the attenuator 12 of the BD
recorder.
[0034] The tuner 11 is configured so as to receive a
TV broadcast through an antenna 41. The tuner 11 is
connected to the TV device 2 through a cable. Moreover,
the tuner 11 has an antenna-through output function to
enable viewing, on the TV device 2, of a TV broadcast
received by the tuner 11 when the BD recorder 1 is
switched into the energy conservation mode.
[0035] The attenuator 12 is configured so as to be able
to attenuate the TV broadcast radio signal to an appro-
priate level to enable crisp viewing of video from a TV
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broadcast.
[0036] The HDD 13 is configured to enable recording
of a TV broadcast received through the tuner 11. More-
over, the optical disc drive 14 is configured to enable
reading of data from the BD. Furthermore, the optical
disc drive 14 is configured to enable writing of data to the
BD.
[0037] The memory 15 is a rewritable non-volatile
memory. The memory 15 is configured so as to store
various types of information used by the BD recorder
main unit 1 a.
[0038] The LCD 16 is configured to enable display of
information from the BD recorder main unit 1a. Informa-
tion pertaining to playback and recording of the BD re-
corder 1, the current time, and the like, are displayed on
the LCD 16 (FIG. 6).
[0039] The remote control sensor 17 is configured so
as to be able to receive the signal of the remote control
3. The remote control sensor 17 is configured so as to
forward information regarding the signals received to the
control unit 19.
[0040] The outputting portion 18 is configured so as to
forward, to the TV device 2, information regarding the
video that is played back by the BD recorder main unit 1 a.
[0041] The control unit 19 is configured so as to control
the overall operation of the BD recorder 1. The control
unit 19 will be explained in detail below.
[0042] The TV device 2, as illustrated in FIG. 1, is pro-
vided with a TV device main unit 2a and a displaying
portion 21 (FIG. 3 and FIG. 4). The displaying portion 21
is configured so as to be able to display video of a TV
broadcast that is received by the tuner 11 of the BD re-
corder 1, information pertaining to the settings of the BD
recorder 1, and so forth.
[0043] Here, in the present embodiment, the remote
control 3 is provided with a Power button 31, a + button
32, and an Okay button 33. Moreover, the remote control
3 is provided with a Menu Screen button 34, an Energy
Conservation Setup Menu button 35, and a Back button
36.
[0044] The Power button 31 has the function of a com-
mand for sending, from the remote control 3 to the TV
device 2, a signal for switching the BD recorder 1 to the
power ON mode or the energy conservation mode. The
+ button 32 includes an Up button 321, a Left button 322,
a Right button 323, and a Down button 324. The + button
32 is used when selecting a desired item from the dis-
playing portion 21 of the TV device 2. The Okay button
33 has a function for locking in an item that has been
selected.
[0045] The Menu Screen button 34 has a function for
switching the screen that is displayed on the displaying
portion 21 of the TV device 2 to a Menu screen 211 (FIG.
3). The Energy Conservation Setup Menu button 35 has
a function for switching the screen that is displayed on
the displaying portion 21 of the TV device 2 to the Energy
Conservation Setup Menu screen 212 (FIG. 4). The Back
button 36 has a function for switching the screen that is

displayed on the displaying portion 21 to the viewing
screen (the screen that displays the broadcast signal that
is received).
[0046] The configuration of the control unit 19 in the
BD recorder 1 of the receiving system 100 according to
one embodiment according to the present invention will
be explained in detail next in reference to FIG. 3 and FIG.
4.
[0047] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the control unit 19 is
configured so as to perform control so as to display the
Menu screen 211 on the displaying portion 21 of the TV
device 2. Moreover, the control unit 19 is configured so
as to perform control so as to switch to the Energy Con-
servation Setup Menu screen 212 when the Energy Con-
servation Setup Menu item is selected in the Menu screen
211. Furthermore, the control unit 19 is configured so as
to perform control so as to switch to the Energy Conser-
vation Setup Menu screen 212 when the Energy Con-
servation Setup Menu button 35 (FIG. 2) is pressed when
any given screen (such as the viewing screen) is dis-
played on the displaying portion 21. That is, the control
unit 19 is configured so as to perform control so as to
switch to the Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen
212 when the remote control sensor 17 has received a
signal that the Energy Conservation Setup Menu button
35 has been pressed.
[0048] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the control unit 19 is
configured so as to perform control so as to display on
the displaying portion 21 an Energy Conservation Setup
Menu screen 212 that groups together a plurality of set-
ting items pertaining to energy conservation settings.
Specifically, the control unit 19 is configured so as to
perform control so as to display, together as a group, in
the Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen 212, the
current states of the energy conservation settings for the
respective individual setting items 511 through 515 in-
cluded in the plurality of setting items, together with in-
formation pertaining to the amounts of electricity con-
sumption that would be saved when the energy conser-
vation settings are OFF, and the amounts of electricity
costs that would be saved when the energy conservation
settings are OFF. Note that the individual items 511
through 515 are, respectively, the BD recorder LCD set-
ting, the antenna-through output setting, the attenuator
power setting, the quick start setting, and the optical disc
operation setting. Moreover, the energy conservation
settings can be performed individually for the respective
functions corresponding to the individual items 511
through 515.
[0049] Specifically, when the energy conservation set-
ting is ON for the BD recorder LCD setting, the display
function for the BD recorder LCD is enabled. Further-
more, when the energy conservation setting is OFF for
the BD recorder LCD setting, the BD recorder LCD dis-
play function is disabled. Moreover, for the antenna-
through output setting, when the energy conservation
setting is ON the antenna-through output function is en-
abled. When, for the antenna-through output setting, the
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energy conservation setting is OFF, the antenna-through
output function is disabled. Moreover, for the attenuator
power setting, when the energy conservation setting is
ON, the attenuator power function is enabled. When, for
the attenuator power setting, the energy conservation
setting is OFF, the attenuator power function is disabled.
Furthermore, when, for the quick start setting, the energy
conservation setting is ON, the quick start function is en-
abled. When, for the quick start setting the energy con-
servation setting is OFF, the quick start function is disa-
bled. Furthermore, when, for the optical disc operation
setting, the energy conservation setting is ON, the optical
disc operation function is enabled. When, for the optical
disc operation setting, the energy conservation setting is
OFF, the optical disc operation function is disabled.
[0050] Furthermore, the control unit 19 is configured
so as to perform the energy conservation setup for the
plurality of items that are displayed as a group. Moreover,
the control unit 19 is configured so as to set the energy
conservation settings individually for each of the individ-
ual items 511 through 515 that are selected from the plu-
rality of items that are displayed as a group. The control
unit 19 is configured so as to perform control so as to
display, on the displaying portion 21, information regard-
ing the electric power that would be saved when the in-
dividual energy conservation settings, of the plurality of
items, are implemented when the Energy Conservation
Setup Menu screen 212, which includes a plurality of
items as a group, is displayed on the displaying portion
21.
[0051] The control unit 19 is configured so as to per-
form control so as to demonstrate, in a form that can be
understood visually, the state wherein the energy con-
servation setup has been implemented, when performing
the energy conservation setup for the BD recorder main
unit 1a. The control unit 19 is configured so as to perform
control so as to demonstrate, in a state that can be un-
derstood visually, the states wherein the energy conser-
vation settings for the individual items 511 through 515,
of the plurality of items, have been implemented individ-
ually. The demonstration is executed either through im-
plementing, on the recorder main unit 1a itself, the state
wherein the energy conservation setup is implemented,
or through displaying, on the displaying portion 21, a vid-
eo (for example, in the form of a movie) of the BD recorder
main unit 1a in a state wherein the energy conservation
setting is implemented.
[0052] For example, if performing the energy conser-
vation setup for the LCD 16 of the BD recorder 1, then,
as illustrated in FIG. 5 through FIG. 8, the control unit 19
is configured so as to perform control so as to demon-
strate, in a form that can be understood visually, the state
wherein an energy conservation setup is implemented
using the LCD 16, while displaying the setup screen for
the energy conservation settings for the LCD 16 on the
displaying portion 21 of the TV device 2. Specifically, as
illustrated in FIG. 5, the control unit 19 displays, on the
displaying portion 21, a setup screen for the energy con-

servation setting wherein the energy conservation setting
for the LCD 16 of the BD recorder 1 is ON. In this case,
the control unit 19, as illustrated in FIG. 6, places the
LCD 16 in the state wherein the energy conservation set-
ting for the LCD setup is ON. Moreover, as illustrated in
FIG. 7, the control unit 19 displays, on the displaying
portion 21, a setup screen for the energy conservation
setting wherein the energy conservation setting of the
LCD 16 of the BD recorder 1 is OFF if the user has
switched the energy conservation setting for the LCD 16
of the BD recorder 1 from ON to OFF by operating the
remote control 3. In this case, the control unit 19 performs
a demonstration, as illustrated in FIG. 8, with the LCD 16
in the state wherein the energy conservation setting of
the LCD 16 of the BD recorder 1 has been set to OFF.
[0053] Moreover, in the case of the energy conserva-
tion setup for the antenna-through output, as illustrated
in FIG. 10, the control unit 19 displays on the displaying
portion 21 the state wherein the energy conservation set-
ting for the antenna-through output has been turned ON.
The control unit 19, as illustrated in FIG. 11, performs a
demonstration in a form that displays on the displaying
portion 21 the state wherein the energy conservation set-
ting for the antenna-through output has been turned OFF
when the energy conservation setting for the antenna-
through output has been switched from ON to OFF by
the user operating the remote control 3. In this case, a
demonstration is displayed on the displaying portion 21
for a case wherein the video of the television broadcast
cannot be viewed because the antenna-through output
function is curtailed. Specifically, when the energy con-
servation setting for the antenna-through output is ON,
the video of the TV broadcast that is displayed on the
displaying portion 21 ceases to be shown on the display-
ing portion 21 through the energy conservation setting
for the antenna-through output being is set to OFF.
[0054] Furthermore, when performing the setup for the
attenuator power, as illustrated in FIG. 13, the control
unit 19 displays on the displaying portion 21 the state
wherein the setting for the attenuator power is ON (the
energy conservation setting is ON). The control unit 19
performs a demonstration, as illustrated in FIG. 14, on
the displaying portion 21 in a form wherein the state
wherein the setting for the attenuator power has been
turned OFF (the energy conservation setting is OFF)
when the setting for the attenuator power has been
switched from ON to OFF by the user operating the re-
mote control 3. In this case, a demonstration is displayed
on the displaying portion 21 of a state wherein the video
from the TV broadcast is not clear due to curtailing of the
function of the attenuator 12. Specifically, the video of
the TV broadcast that is displayed in clear focus when
the setting for the attenuator power is ON is displayed in
a state wherein the focus is not sharp due to the setting
of the attenuator power being set to OFF. Furthermore,
as illustrated in FIG. 13 through FIG. 15, the electric field
strengths for the selected attenuator power settings are
displayed on the displaying portion 21.
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[0055] Moreover, when performing the energy conser-
vation setup for the quick start, as illustrated in FIG. 16,
the control unit 19 displays on the displaying portion 21
the state wherein the energy conservation setting for the
quick start is turned ON and the state wherein the energy
conservation setting for the quick start is turned OFF. As
illustrated in FIG. 17 and FIG. 18, the control unit 19 per-
forms a demonstration in a form that is displayed on the
displaying portion 21, in the form of a movie, of the state
wherein the setting that causes the quick start to be per-
formed is switched to a setting wherein the quick start is
not performed, when the energy conservation setting for
the quick start is switched from ON to OFF by the user
operating the remote control 3. As illustrated in FIG. 17
and FIG. 18, the state wherein the energy conservation
setting for the quick start is turned OFF (when the quick
start is not performed) is displayed on the right side of
the displaying portion 21, and the state wherein the en-
ergy conservation setting for the quick start is turned ON
(when the quick start is performed) is displayed on the
left side of the displaying portion 21. Specifically, a com-
parison between a video of the operation of the BD re-
corder main unit 1a when the energy conservation setting
for the quick start is ON and a video of the operation of
the BD recorder main unit 1 a when the energy conser-
vation setting for the quick start is OFF is displayed.
[0056] Moreover, the configuration is such that control
is performed so as to demonstrate, in a form that can be
understood visually, the state wherein the energy con-
servation setting is implemented when performing the
energy conservation setup for the optical disc operation
settings.
[0057] Moreover, the control unit 19 is configured so
as to perform control so as to display electric power con-
sumption that would be saved, and information on the
cost of electric power that would be saved, when display-
ing, on the displaying portion 21, the demonstration of
the state wherein the energy conservation setup is im-
plemented.
[0058] The control unit 19, as illustrated in FIG. 9, FIG.
12, FIG. 15, and FIG. 19, is structured so as to query the
user as to whether or not to implement the energy setup
after displaying on the displaying portion 21, through a
demonstration, the state wherein the energy conserva-
tion setup has been implemented.
[0059] The demonstration procedures that are execut-
ed by the control unit 19 in the BD recorder 1 in the re-
ceiving system 100 according to the present embodiment
will be explained next in reference to FIG. 20. Note that
the demonstration procedures are started through the
selection of the Energy Conservation Setup menu in the
Menu screen 211 or through the Energy Conservation
Setup Menu button 35 on the remote control 3 being
pressed by a user.
[0060] First, in Step S1, the Energy Conservation Set-
up Menu screen 212 is displayed. Following this, in Step
S2, whether or not a specific item has been selected from
the Energy Conservation Setup menu is evaluated. Spe-

cifically, whether or not an item has been selected by the
user from among the items 511 through 515 (FIG. 4) is
evaluated.
[0061] If, in Step S2, no specific item has been select-
ed, then processing advances to step S3, returning to
the viewing screen. Specifically, if the Back button 36 of
the remote control 3 has been pressed by the user,
processing returns to the viewing screen. Thereafter, the
demonstration procedure flow is terminated. If, in Step
S2, a specific item has been selected, then processing
advances to Step S4.
[0062] In Step S4, the demonstration for the item that
has been selected is started. If, for example, the antenna-
through output setting (item 511) was selected, then, as
illustrated in FIG. 10, a screen of the state wherein the
energy conservation setting for the antenna-through out-
put is ON is displayed on the displaying portion 21. Fol-
lowing this, as illustrated in FIG. 11, if the user sets the
energy conservation setting for the antenna-through out-
put to OFF, then a demonstration is performed in a form
wherein a screen of the state wherein the energy con-
servation setting for the antenna-through output has
been turned OFF is displayed on the displaying portion
21. Moreover, if, in Step S2, rather than the antenna-
through output setting, the LCD setting, the attenuator
power setting, the quick start setting, or the optical disc
operation setting of the BD recorder 1 was selected, a
similar procedure would be performed in Step S4.
[0063] Following this, in Step S5, a query as to whether
or not to implement the energy conservation setting for
the selected item is performed. For example, in the case
wherein the attenuator-through output setting (item 512)
was selected in Step S2, then, after the display of the
screen of the state wherein the energy conservation set-
ting for the attenuator-through output has been set to
OFF, then, as illustrated in FIG. 12, a query is performed
as to whether or not to implement the energy conserva-
tion setup wherein the energy conservation setting for
the antenna-through output is set to OFF. Moreover, if,
in Step S2, there was a selection for the LCD setting (item
511), the attenuator power setting (item 513), the quick
start setting (item 514), or the optical disc setting (item
515) of the BD recorder 1, then, after displaying a screen
of the state wherein the energy conservation setting cor-
responding to the selected item has been turned OFF
(FIG. 9, FIG. 15, and FIG. 19), a query is performed as
to whether or not to implement the energy conservation
setting.
[0064] Following this, processing advances to step S6,
and an evaluation is performed as to whether or not
"Okay" has been selected. If "Okay" has not been select-
ed in Step S6, then processing advances to step S1. If
"Okay" has been selected in Step S6, then processing
advances to Step S7, and the selected energy conser-
vation setting is implemented. The flow of the demon-
stration procedure is then terminated.
[0065] In the present embodiment, as described
above, a control unit 19 is provided for performing control
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so as to demonstrate, in a form that can be understood
visually, a state wherein an energy conservation setup
has been implemented, through either displaying on the
displaying portion 21 or through operating the BD record-
er 1, when an operation pertaining to the energy conser-
vation setup of the BD recorder main unit 1a has been
received from a user. Doing so makes it possible to en-
vision easily, through the demonstration, the state where-
in the energy conservation setup has been implemented,
thus making it possible for the user to understand the
energy conservation setup, making it possible to perform
the energy conservation setup after understanding the
state after the energy conservation setup. As a result, it
is possible to prevent problems or misunderstandings of
the BD recorder main unit 1a wherein a deleterious effect
would appear in the BD recorder of the main unit 1a due
to the energy conservation setup. Moreover, because a
demonstration of the state wherein the energy conser-
vation setup has been implemented is either displayed
on the TV device 2 or performed in the BD recorder 1,
the user is able to understand the energy conservation
settings easily.
[0066] In the present embodiment, the control unit 19
is configured so as to query the user as to whether or not
to implement the energy conservation setup after the
state wherein the energy conservation setup has been
implemented has been displayed on the displaying por-
tion 21 through a demonstration. This enables the user
to respond to the query as to whether or not to implement
the energy conservation setup after confirming visually,
through the demonstration, the state wherein the energy
conservation setup has been implemented.
[0067] In the present embodiment, the control unit 19
is configured so as to perform control so as to demon-
strate, in a form that can be understood visually, the
states wherein energy conservation settings have been
implemented individually for the individual items 511
through 515 of the plurality of items, which are functions
wherein energy conservation settings can be set for a
plurality of items in the energy conservation setup. Doing
so enables the user to perform the energy conservation
settings for each of the individual items based on an un-
derstanding of the individual items.
[0068] As described above, in the present embodiment
an external displaying portion 21 is provided connected
to the BD recorder main unit 1a, and the control unit 19
is configured so as to display, on the displaying portion
21, an Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen 212 that
includes, as a group, a plurality of items, and so as to
perform control so as to display on the displaying portion
21, through demonstrations, the states wherein the en-
ergy conservation settings for items selected from the
plurality of items displayed in the Energy Conservation
Setup Menu screen 212 have been implemented. Doing
so enables the selection of desired items from the plu-
rality of items that are displayed as a group on the external
displaying portion 21 that is connected to the BD recorder
main unit 1 a, thus enabling improved operability when

performing the energy conservation setup. Moreover,
this enables the display of a demonstration, on the ex-
ternal displaying portion 21 that is connected to the BD
recorder main unit 1a, of the state wherein the energy
conservation setup has been implemented, thus ena-
bling the user to easily understand visually the energy
conservation setup.
[0069] In the present embodiment, as described
above, the control unit 19 is configured so as to perform
control so as to display on the displaying portion 21 in-
formation regarding the amount of electric power con-
sumption that would be saved when the individual energy
conservation settings for the respective items are imple-
mented when displaying on the displaying portion 21 the
Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen 212 that in-
cludes the plurality of items as a group. Doing so enables
the effect of saving power to be increased easily through
selecting the items wherein the amount of electric power
consumption that would be saved is large while compar-
ing the plurality of items using the Energy Conservation
Setup Menu screen 212.
[0070] In the present embodiment, as described
above, a remote control 3 is configured so as to provide
an Energy Conservation Setup Menu button 35 for
switching to the Energy Conservation Setup Menu
screen 212, the BD recorder main unit 1a is configured
so as to provide a remote control sensor 17 that is able
to receive a signal from the remote control 3, and the
control unit 19 is configured so as to perform control so
as to switch the screen that is displayed on the displaying
portion to the Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen
212 when the remote control sensor 17 receives a signal
when the Energy Conservation Setup Menu button 35
has been pressed by a user. Doing so enables the Energy
Conservation Setup Menu screen 212 to be displayed
on the displaying portion through merely the Energy Con-
servation Setup Menu button 35 of the remote control 3
having been pressed, thus enabling an increase in op-
erability (convenience) when performing the energy con-
servation setup.
[0071] In the present embodiment, as described
above, the control unit 19 is configured so as to perform
control so as to display information on the electric power
consumption that would be saved, and the cost of electric
power that would be saved, when an energy conservation
setup has been implemented when displaying on the dis-
playing portion 21, through a demonstration, the state
wherein an energy conservation setup has been imple-
mented. Doing so enables information pertaining to the
amount of electric power consumption that would be
saved, and the cost of electric power that would be saved,
when an energy conservation setup is implemented to
be understood easily while confirming, through a dem-
onstration, the state wherein the energy conservation
setup has been implemented.
[0072] In the present embodiment, as described
above, an external displaying portion 21 is connected to
the BD recorder main unit 1a, the BD recorder main unit
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1a is configured so as to be provided with an LCD 16 that
is able to display information regarding the BD recorder
main unit 1a, and the control unit 19 is configured so as
to perform control so as to demonstrate, in a form that
can be understood visually, the state wherein an energy
conservation setup has been implemented, using the
LCD 16, while displaying a setup screen for the energy
conservation setup of the LCD 16 on the external dis-
playing portion 21. This provides a demonstration of after
the energy conservation setup, using the LCD 16 itself,
when performing an energy conservation setup of the
LCD 16, thus enabling the user to envision easily the
state of the energy conservation setup, resulting in the
ability to understand even more easily the state after the
energy conservation setup.
[0073] Note that the embodiment disclosed in this dis-
closure should be considered in all points to be illustra-
tive, rather than constraining. The scope of the present
invention is indicated by the Scope of Patent Claims, rath-
er than by the explanations of the embodiment set forth
above, and includes all meanings that are equivalent to
the Scope of Patent Claims and all modifications or al-
terations within said Scope.
[0074] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was illustrated in application to a BD recorder as
one example of an electronic device and receiving device
according to the present invention, the present invention
is not limited thereto. In the present invention, the present
invention may be applied to electronic devices other than
BD recorders. For example, the present invention may
be applied to electronic devices such as TV devices and
STBs (set-top boxes), and so forth.
[0075] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein energy conservation set-
tings were implemented individually for individual items
511 through 515 of a plurality of items, the present in-
vention is not limited thereto. In the present invention,
the implementation of the energy conservation settings
may be as a group for the individual items 511 through
515.
[0076] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein a demonstration was per-
formed in a form that can be understood visually for a
state wherein the energy conservation setup was imple-
mented in a case wherein an energy conservation setup
was performed for a BD recorder main unit 1a as a device
main unit in the present invention, the present invention
is not limited thereto. In the present invention, the dem-
onstration may be performed for a state wherein the en-
ergy conservation setup is implemented, in a form that
can be understood audibly, in addition to being in a form
that can be understood visually.
[0077] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein an Energy Conservation
Display Menu screen was displayed on a TV device as
an external displaying portion in the present invention,
connected to the BD recorder, as the device main unit in
the present invention, the present invention is not limited

thereto. Rather, in the present invention the Energy Con-
servation Display Menu screen may be displayed on a
displaying portion that is included within the equipment
main unit portion.
[0078] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein both the electric energy
consumption that would be saved and information on the
cost of the electricity that would be saved were displayed
when the Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen was
displayed on the displaying portion, the present invention
is not limited thereto. In the present invention, instead
only one of these, that is, the electric power consumption
that would be saved or information on cost of the elec-
tricity that would be saved may be displayed when the
Energy Conservation Setup Menu screen is displayed
on the displaying portion.
[0079] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein both the electric power
consumption that would be saved and information on the
cost of the electricity that would be saved were displayed
when displaying on the displaying portion, through a
demonstration, the state wherein the energy conserva-
tion setup has been implemented, the present invention
is not limited thereto. Instead, in the present invention,
only one, that is, the electric power consumption that
would be saved or information on the cost of the electricity
that would be saved, may be displayed when displaying
on the displaying portion, through a demonstration, the
state wherein the energy conservation setup has been
implemented.
[0080] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein the state wherein an en-
ergy conservation setup has been implemented using an
LCD was demonstrated while displaying a setup screen
for the energy conservation settings for the LCD as an
information displaying portion of the present invention on
an external displaying portion, the present invention is
not limited thereto. In the present invention, the state
wherein the energy conservation setup for the informa-
tion displaying portion has been implemented may be
displayed, in a form that can be understood visually and
the setup screen for the energy conservation setup for
the information displaying portion may be displayed as
well, on the external displaying portion.
[0081] While in the embodiment set forth above an ex-
ample was presented wherein energy conservation set-
tings were implemented for an LCD (information display-
ing portion), an antenna-through output, an attenuator
power supply, a quick start, and an optical disc operation
of a BD recorder (an electronic device and receiving de-
vice), the present invention is not limited thereto. In the
present invention, energy conservation settings may be
implemented for other than that which is listed above.
[0082] While in the embodiment set forth above, for
convenience in explanation, the explanation used a flow
chart wherein the start of the procedure operations in the
control unit was written as being event-driven and the
procedure operations after the start were written as being
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flow-driven, the present invention is not limited thereto.
The procedure operations in the control unit may be per-
formed entirely in an event-driven form, may be per-
formed entirely in a flow-driven form, or may be per-
formed as parallel procedures.

[Explanation of Reference numerals]

[0083]

1: BD Recorder (Electronic Device, Receiving De-
vice)
1a: BD Recorder Main Unit (Device main unit, Re-
ceiving Device main unit)
2: TV Device (External Display Device)
3: Remote Control
11: Tuner (Receiving Portion)
16: LCD (Information Displaying Portion)
17: Remote Control Sensor
18: Outputting Portion
19: Control Unit
21: Displaying Portion (External Displaying Portion)
35: Energy Conservation Setup Menu Button
100: Receiving System
212: Energy Conservation Setup Menu Screen
511, 512, 513, 514, 515: Items

Claims

1. An electronic device (1) comprising:

a device main unit (1 a); and
a control unit (19) configured to control on a dis-
play, upon a request for energy conservation
setup of the device main unit (1a), visual dem-
onstration so as to visually display a state in
which energy conservation setup of the device
main unit (1a) is implemented.

2. The electronic device (1) of claim 1, wherein
the control unit (19) is configured to request for con-
firmation on whether to implement the energy con-
servation setup after the state of the energy conser-
vation setup has been displayed on the display
through the visual demonstration.

3. The electronic device (1) of claim 1 or claim 2, where-
in the energy conservation setup comprises a plu-
rality of energy settings for a plurality of items
(511-515).

4. The electronic device (1) of claim 3, wherein when
one of the plurality of the energy settings is selected,
the control unit (19) is configured to perform control
to display the energy conservation setup showing
the selected energy setting.

5. The electronic device (1) of any of claims 1-4, where-
in the electronic device (1) is any of a BD recorder,
a TV device and a set-top-box.

6. The electronic device (1) of claim 5, wherein the elec-
tronic device (1) is a BD recorder and the visual dem-
onstration is a video of the BD recorder main unit
(1a) in a state wherein the energy setting is imple-
mented.

7. The electronic device (1) of claim 5 or claim 6, where-
in the electronic device (1) is a BD recorder and the
plurality of energy settings includes any of a liquid
crystal display setting, an antenna-through output
setting, an attenuator power setting, a quick start set-
ting and an optical disc operation setting.

8. The electronic device (1) of claim 7, wherein when
an energy setting is ON or OFF for the liquid crystal
display, the control unit (19) is configured to perform
control so as to display visual demonstration of the
energy setting of the liquid crystal display and to dis-
play a setup screen for the energy setting, wherein
the energy setting for the liquid crystal display is on
ON or OFF, respectively.

9. The electronic device (1) of claim 7 or claim 8, where-
in when the energy setting is ON or OFF for the an-
tenna-through output, the control unit (19) is config-
ured to perform control so as to display visual dem-
onstration of the energy setting of the antenna-
through output by showing or not showing, respec-
tively, a video of the TV broadcast, and to display a
setup screen for the energy setting, wherein the en-
ergy setting for the antenna-through output setting
is ON or OFF, respectively.

10. The electronic device (1) of any of claims 7-9, where-
in when the energy setting is ON or OFF for the at-
tenuator power, the control unit (19) is configured to
perform control so as to display visual demonstration
of the energy setting of the attenuator power by
showing a video of the TV broadcast in clear focus
or in unclear focus, respectively, and to display a
setup screen for the energy setting, wherein the en-
ergy setting for the attenuator power setting is ON
or OFF, respectively.

11. The electronic device (1) of any of claims 7-10,
wherein when the energy setting is ON for the quick
start, the control unit (19) is configured to perform
control so as to display visual demonstration of the
energy setting of the quick start by showing a video
of the operation of the BD recorder when the energy
setting for the quick start is ON, and to display a
setup screen for the energy setting, wherein the en-
ergy setting for the quick start setting is ON and
wherein when the energy setting is OFF for the quick
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start, the control unit (19) is configured to perform
control so as to display visual demonstration of the
energy setting of the quick start by showing simulta-
neously, on different sides of the display, a video of
the operation of the BD recorder when the energy
setting for the quick start is OFF and a video of the
operation of the BD recorder when the energy setting
for the quick start is ON, and to display a setup screen
for the energy setting, wherein the energy setting for
the quick start setting is OFF.

12. The electronic device (1) of claim 3 or claim 4, where-
in
the display includes an external display (21) con-
nected to the device main unit (1a) or a display pro-
vided in the device main unit (1a); and
an energy conservation setup menu screen (212)
that includes the plurality of items (511-515) as a
group is displayed on the display (21).

13. The electronic device (1) of claim 12, wherein
the control unit (19) is further configured to control
the display (21) to display information pertaining to
the electric power consumption that would be saved
when individual energy settings for the individual
items of the plurality of items (511-515) are imple-
mented when the energy conservation setup menu
screen (212) that includes the plurality of items
(511-515) as a group is displayed on the display (21).

14. The electronic device (1) of 12 or claim 13, further
comprising:

a remote control (3) including an energy conser-
vation setup menu button (35) for switching to
the energy conservation setup menu screen
(212), wherein

the device main unit (1a) includes a remote control
sensor (17) able to receive a signal from the remote
control (3); and
the control unit (19) is further configured to control
the display (21) to switch the screen that is displayed
on the display (21) to the energy conservation setup
menu screen (212) when the energy conservation
setup menu button (35) has been pressed.

15. The electronic device (1) of any one of claims 1-4,
12-14, wherein
the control unit (19) is further configured to control
the display (21) to display information on the electric
power consumption that would be saved and the cost
of the electric power that would be saved when the
state in which the energy setting is implemented is
displayed on the display (21) through a visual dem-
onstration.
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