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Description

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION, AND STATE OF 
THE ART

[0001] The present invention relates to an arrange-
ment for cooling of oil in a gearbox in a vehicle according
to the preamble of claim 1.
[0002] The oil in a vehicle’s gearbox has to be at a
relatively low temperature if the components intended to
be lubricated and cooled by the oil are to achieve a long
service life. A known way of ensuring that the oil in the
gearbox will substantially continuously be at a low
enough temperature during operation of the vehicle is to
use an air-cooled oil cooler for cooling the oil. However,
for it to be able to provide effective cooling of the oil, an
air-cooled oil cooler has to be so positioned in the vehicle
that air which is at the temperature of the surroundings
flows through it. Air-cooled oil coolers are therefore often
situated at the front portion of a vehicle at a location in
front of, inter alia, the radiator for cooling the coolant of
the combustion engine’s cooling system. At this location
the oil cooler has a forced air flow passing through it
which is at the temperature of the surroundings and is
provided by a radiator fan during operation of the com-
bustion engine. A disadvantage of such positioning of
the oil cooler is that the oil has to be conveyed forward
from the gearbox to the front portion of the vehicle. This
entails having to provide relatively long oil lines in the
vehicle. Moreover, for safety reasons, the presence of
oil in such an exposed region as the front portion of a
vehicle is to be avoided.
[0003] Another known practice is to use a liquid-cooled
oil cooler for cooling of oil in a gearbox. Such oil coolers
use the existing coolant in the vehicle’s ordinary cooling
system for cooling the gearbox oil. Coolant-cooled oil
coolers may be situated in the vehicle close to the gear-
box. In heavy vehicles, the coolant is usually cooled in a
radiator situated downstream of a charge air cooler with
respect to the intended direction of air flow through these
cooling elements. The air is thus warmed by the charge
air cooler before it can be used for cooling the coolant in
the radiator. This means that coolant is cooled by air
which is at a higher temperature than the surroundings.
The coolant can therefore not usually have a low enough
temperature imparted to it for it to be able to cool the oil
in the gearbox in an optimum manner. US 6 196 168
refers to a system for warming and cooling of oil in a
coolant/oil heat exchanger in a vehicle. The oil which is
warmed and cooled in the heat exchanger may be gear-
box oil. A valve is used for controlling the supply of coolant
to the heat exchanger. After starting of the vehicle, the
valve leads uncooled coolant to the heat exchanger from
a tank. The oil provides in this case a warming of the
coolant. In operating situations where the coolant is warm
but at below normal operating temperature, the valve
leads a mixture of coolant from a low-temperature cooler
and said tank to the heat exchanger to cool/warm the oil.

During normal operation of the vehicle when the coolant
has reached operating temperature, only coolant from
the low-temperature cooler is used for cooling the oil.
Even if the coolant which has been cooled in a low-tem-
perature cooler is at a lower temperature than the coolant
cooled in an ordinary radiator, the coolant is usually still
too warm to cool the gearbox oil to an optimum temper-
ature during operation of a vehicle.
[0004] Similar oil cooling arrangement are known from
WO2004063600.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The object of the present invention is to provide
an arrangement which makes it possible for the oil in a
gearbox in a vehicle to be cooled to a temperature such
that the components of the gearbox will achieve a sub-
stantially optimum service life.
[0006] This object is achieved with the arrangement of
the kind mentioned in the introduction which is charac-
terised by the features indicated in the characterising part
of claim 1. The oil and the components in a gearbox usu-
ally have optimum characteristics when they are at a rel-
atively low temperature. Keeping the oil and the compo-
nents in a gearbox substantially continuously at such a
temperature during operation of a vehicle involves the oil
having to be cooled by coolant which is at a lower tem-
perature than the desired temperature of the oil and of
the components. The coolant in the combustion engine’s
cooling system is normally at too high a temperature to
be able to cool the oil in the gearbox to the desired tem-
perature. According to the invention, a coolant circuit with
a circulating coolant which is cooled in a radiator element
which has a cooling air flow passing through it is therefore
used. The more slowly the coolant is led through the ra-
diator element, the longer the time during which it is
cooled by the air flowing through the radiator element.
Regulating the coolant flow through the radiator element
in a suitable manner makes it possible for the coolant to
be substantially always at a low enough temperature
when it leaves the radiator element for it to be able to
cool the oil in the oil cooler in a desired manner. With
such cooling of the oil, the components of the gearbox
can substantially always be provided with good lubrica-
tion and cooling. The components may thus achieve an
optimum service life.
[0007] According to the present invention, the coolant
circuit is connected to the combustion engine’s cooling
system. In this case the same coolant is thus used both
in the combustion engine’s cooling system and in the
coolant circuit for cooling the oil in the oil cooler. To this
end, the coolant circuit may comprise a line intended to
receive coolant from the combustion engine’s cooling
system at a location situated downstream of a radiator
which is adapted to cooling the coolant of the cooling
system and upstream of the combustion engine with re-
spect to the direction of coolant flow in the cooling system.
The coolant received in the coolant circuit will thus have
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just been cooled in the vehicle’s ordinary radiator and
will not yet have been used for cooling the combustion
engine. The coolant is therefore taken from a region of
the cooling system in which it is normally at its lowest
temperature. This coolant undergoes a further step of
cooling in the radiator element of the coolant circuit before
it is used for cooling the oil in the oil cooler. The coolant
circuit may also comprise a line intended to lead coolant
from the oil cooler to the cooling system at a location
situated downstream of the combustion engine and up-
stream of a thermostat with respect to the direction of
coolant flow in the cooling system. When the coolant has
been used for cooling the oil in the oil cooler, it is led back
to the combustion engine’s cooling system via said line,
in which it is mixed with warm coolant from the combus-
tion engine. The coolant is thereafter led via the thermo-
stat to the ordinary radiator in order to be cooled. As the
coolant circuit uses the same coolant as the combustion
engine’s cooling system, it is also possible to use said
coolant circuit for cooling the coolant in operating situa-
tions where the combustion engine’s cooling system can-
not fully perform its function. In such situations, priority
is diverted away from cooling the oil in the gearbox, and
said flow means lead a maximum flow of the coolant
through the radiator element. When a maximum coolant
flow is led through the radiator element, the coolant will
not be at the same low temperature as when it leaves
the radiator element but, on the other hand, a consider-
ably larger amount of cooled coolant is produced, with
the result that the total cooling effect in the radiator is
optimised. The cold coolant is led to the combustion en-
gine’s cooling system via said line in which it is mixed
with the warm coolant from the combustion engine. In
this case the radiator element of the coolant circuit is thus
used as an extra radiator for cooling the coolant in the
combustion engine’s cooling system.
[0008] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, said flow-regulating means are adapted to reg-
ulating the flow through the radiator element steplessly.
The temperature of the coolant and the temperature of
the oil in the gearbox can thus be regulated with good
precision. Said flow-regulating means comprise with ad-
vantage an adjustable throttle valve. A coolant pump may
for example maintain a base flow of coolant through the
radiator element. The throttle valve may thereafter be
used for steplessly reducing the base flow through the
radiator element to a desired flow level. Said flow-regu-
lating means preferably comprise a control unit adapted
to controlling the throttle valve. The control unit may be
a computer unit comprising suitable software for control-
ling the throttle valve in an optimum manner. The control
unit may receive information concerning, for example,
the temperature of the oil in the gearbox and regulate on
the basis inter alia of that information the throttle valve
and the flow of coolant through the radiator element. Al-
ternatively, said flow-regulating means may comprise a
coolant pump adapted to providing a variable coolant flow
through the radiator element. The coolant flow through

the radiator element may be varied by varying the speed
of the coolant pump. A control unit of the kind indicated
above controls with advantage such a coolant pump as
well.
[0009] According to another embodiment, the oil cooler
is a counterflow heat exchanger. The coolant and the oil
are led in opposite directions through the oil cooler which
takes the form of a counterflow heat exchanger. The oil
is thus led out from the oil cooler where the cold coolant
is led into the oil cooler. This makes it possible to cool
the oil to a temperature close to the temperature of the
cold coolant.
[0010] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the coolant circuit takes the form of a separate cool-
ing system with a separately circulating coolant adapted
to cooling the oil in the oil cooler. Such a separate coolant
circuit comprises with advantage a coolant pump of its
own for circulating the coolant between the oil cooler and
the radiator element. In such cases, the speed of the
coolant pump can be regulated to vary the coolant flow
through the radiator element. Alternatively, the coolant
pump may be run at a substantially constant speed, with
a throttle valve or similar component regulating the cool-
ant flow through the radiator element. With such a sep-
arate coolant circuit there is no need to make any chang-
es to the ordinary cooling system. In situations where the
combustion engine’s cooling system cannot fully perform
its function, the arrangement may divert priority away
from cooling the oil in the gearbox and provide a maxi-
mum coolant flow through the radiator element. The
amount of cold coolant produced in the radiator element
may thereafter be used for cooling the warm coolant in
the combustion engine’s cooling system in a suitably sit-
uated heat exchanger. In this case the radiator element
of the coolant circuit is used as an extra radiator for cool-
ing the coolant of the combustion engine’s cooling sys-
tem.
[0011] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the arrangement comprises an air passage in the
vehicle and said radiator element is arranged at a location
in the air passage where it has air at the temperature of
the surroundings flowing through it. By suitable reduction
of the coolant flow through the radiator element, the cool-
ant can in this case provide cooling to a temperature close
to the temperature of the surroundings. The arrangement
preferably comprises a radiator fan adapted to providing
a forced air flow through the air passage. Good heat
transfer may thus be provided between the cooling air
flow and the coolant in the radiator element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Preferred embodiments of the invention are de-
scribed below by way of examples with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 depicts an arrangement for cooling of oil in a
gearbox in a vehicle according to a first embod-
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iment of the invention,
Fig. 2 depicts an arrangement for cooling of oil in a

gearbox in a vehicle according to a second em-
bodiment of the invention and

Fig. 3 depicts an arrangement for cooling of oil in a
gearbox in a vehicle according to a third em-
bodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0013] Fig.1 depicts schematically a vehicle 1 powered
by a supercharged combustion engine 2. The vehicle 1
may be a heavy vehicle powered by a supercharged die-
sel engine. The combustion engine 2 is cooled in a con-
ventional manner by a cooling system 3 which contains
a circulating coolant. The coolant is circulated in the cool-
ing system 3 by a coolant pump 4. The cooling system
3 comprises a thermostat 5 adapted to directing the cool-
ant to a radiator 6 or alternatively back to the combustion
engine 2 when the temperature of the coolant is below a
specific value. The radiator 6 is arranged in an air pas-
sage A at a front portion of the vehicle 1. The coolant is
cooled in the radiator 6 by the air which flows through
the air passage A. A radiator fan 7 is adapted to providing
a forced air flow in a specific direction through the air
passage A. The radiator fan 7 is driven by the combustion
engine 2 via a suitable connection. A charge air cooler 8
is arranged in the air passage A upstream of the radiator
6 with respect to the direction of air flow through the air
passage A. The function of the charge air cooler 8 is to
cool the compressed air before it is led to the super-
charged combustion engine 2.
[0014] A gearbox 9 is arranged in a conventional man-
ner beside the combustion engine 2. An oil cooler 10 is
fitted in the vehicle close to the gearbox 9 to cool the oil
in the gearbox 9. The oil cooler takes the form of a coun-
terflow heat exchanger. The oil of the gearbox 9 is circu-
lated in an oil system between the gearbox 9 and the oil
cooler 10 by an oil pump 11. A temperature sensor 12 is
arranged in the oil system to detect the temperature of
the oil. The cooling of the oil in the oil cooler 10 involves
using a coolant circuit 13 connected to the cooling system
which cools the combustion engine. The coolant circuit
13 can therefore use the existing coolant of the cooling
system 3 to cool also the oil in the oil cooler 10. The
coolant circuit 13 comprises a line 13a intended to receive
coolant from the cooling system at a location 3a’ situated
downstream of the coolant pump 4 and upstream of the
combustion engine 2 with respect to the direction of cool-
ant flow in the cooling system 3. The coolant pump 4 can
thus be used for circulating coolant in the coolant circuit
13. The line 13a is adapted to leading the coolant to a
radiator element 14 in the coolant circuit 13. The radiator
element 14 is situated in the air passage A upstream of
the charge air cooler 8 and the ordinary radiator 6 with
respect to the intended direction of air flow through the
air passage A. The radiator element 14 will therefore have

air at the temperature of the surroundings flowing through
it. The coolant circuit 13 comprises a line 13b adapted
to leading the cooled coolant from the radiator element
14 to the oil cooler 10. The coolant will thus be at the
substantially same temperature when it reaches the oil
cooler 10 as it had when it left the radiator element 14.
The coolant circuit 13 also comprises a line 13c intended
to lead coolant back to the cooling system. The coolant
is led back at a location 3c’ situated downstream of the
combustion engine 2 and upstream of the thermostat 5
with respect to the direction of coolant flow in the cooling
system 3. The coolant circuit 13 comprises an adjustable
throttle valve 15 which in this case is arranged in the line
13b, although it may also be arranged in either of the
lines 13a, c. A control unit 16 is adapted to controlling
the throttle valve 15. The control unit 16 may be a com-
puter unit comprising suitable software for the purpose.
A temperature sensor 20 is adapted to detecting the tem-
perature of the coolant at a suitable location in the ordi-
nary cooling system. The control unit is adapted to re-
ceiving information from the temperature sensor 12 con-
cerning the temperature of the gearbox oil and the tem-
perature sensor 20 concerning the temperature of the
coolant.
[0015] During operation of the combustion engine 2
the coolant in the cooling system 3 is circulated by the
coolant pump 4. The circulating coolant thus provides
cooling of the combustion engine 2. The warm coolant
from the combustion engine 2 is cooled in the radiator 6
by air caused to flow through the air passage A by the
radiator fan 7. Since the air which flows through the ra-
diator 6 has already passed through the radiator element
14 and the charge air cooler 8, it will be at a raised tem-
perature relative to the temperature of the surroundings.
Thus the coolant in the radiator 6 can at best be cooled
to a temperature corresponding to that raised tempera-
ture. To cool the combustion engine 2 it is often sufficient
for the coolant to be cooled by air which is at such a
raised temperature. The coolant circuit 13 which is adapt-
ed to cooling the oil of the gearbox 9 receives part of the
coolant at a location 3a’ in the cooling system after it has
been cooled in the radiator 6. This portion of the coolant
is led via the line 13a to the radiator element 14 situated
far forward in the air passage A. The coolant undergoes
here a second step of cooling by air which is at the tem-
perature of the surroundings. In optimum circumstances,
the coolant which circulates through the radiator element
14 can thus be cooled to a temperature close to the tem-
perature of the surroundings. The temperature of the
coolant when it leaves the radiator element 14 depends,
however, on a number of parameters such as the tem-
perature of the coolant at the inlet to the radiator element
14, the capacity of the radiator element 14, the temper-
ature and velocity of the cooling air flow through the ra-
diator element 14, and on the coolant flow through the
radiator element 14.
[0016] The coolant flow through the radiator element
14 is a parameter adapted to being controlled by the throt-
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tle valve 15 and the control unit 16. The coolant flow
through the radiator element 14 can be varied by regu-
lating the throttle valve 15. The coolant may thus be
cooled to varying temperatures when it leaves the radi-
ator element 14. If the coolant flow is reduced sufficiently,
the coolant may be cooled to substantially the tempera-
ture of the surroundings. As the oil cooler is a counterflow
heat exchanger, it is also possible to cool the oil in the
oil cooler 10 to the temperature of the coolant and hence
to a temperature substantially corresponding to the tem-
perature of the surroundings. With suitable throttling of
the flow in the line 13b, the oil in the gearbox 9 can in
most operating ranges of the combustion engine 2 be
cooled to a desired low temperature. The oil in the gear-
box 9 may therefore continuously maintain such a low
temperature that components in the gearbox 9 are pro-
vided with very good lubrication and cooling. The com-
ponents of the gearbox may thus achieve a substantially
optimum service life. The control unit 16 is also adapted
to controlling the oil pump 11 in the oil circuit and to re-
ceiving information from the temperature sensor 12 con-
cerning the temperature of the oil in the gearbox 9. The
control unit may thus only begin to circulate oil through
the oil cooler 10 when the oil in the gearbox has reached
a predetermined temperature. The oil in the gearbox 9
can thus be provided with a substantially constant tem-
perature during operation of the vehicle 1. When the cool-
ant has cooled the oil in the oil cooler 10, it is led via the
line 13c back to the cooling system at the location 3c’.
The coolant which has cooled the oil in the oil cooler 10
is thus mixed with the warm coolant which comes from
the combustion engine 2. The coolant is led thereafter to
the ordinary radiator 6 in order to be cooled.
[0017] The control unit 16 is also adapted to receiving
information from a temperature sensor 20 which detects
the temperature of the coolant in the ordinary cooling
system. In this case the temperature sensor detects the
temperature of the coolant after it has cooled the com-
bustion engine 2. The coolant is here at its highest tem-
perature. In situations where the control unit 16 receives
information from the temperature sensor 20 which indi-
cates that the ordinary cooling system is under such
heavy load that it cannot fully perform its function, the
control unit 16 may temporarily divert priority away from
cooling the oil in the gearbox 9 and open the throttle valve
15 to the maximum. The control unit 16 will stop the oil
pump 11 so that no oil is circulated through the oil cooler
10. Thus a maximum flow of coolant can be led through
the radiator element 14. The coolant will certainly not
have the same low temperature when it flows at a max-
imum flow through the radiator element, but the amount
of cooled coolant produced means that the cooling effect
achieved can be optimised. The coolant is led from the
radiator element 14 via the line 13b, the oil cooler 10 and
the line 13c to the cooling system at the location 3c’ where
the cold coolant mixes with the warm coolant which
comes from the combustion engine 2. In this case the
radiator element 14 of the coolant circuit can thus be

used as an extra radiator for cooling the coolant in the
combustion engine’s cooling system.
[0018] Fig. 2 depicts an alternative arrangement for
cooling the oil in a gearbox 9 in a vehicle. In this case
the radiator element 14 is applied in a separate air pas-
sage B in the vehicle 1. A radiator fan 17 here provides
a forced air flow through the radiator element 14. The
radiator fan 17 is driven by an electric motor 18. Air which
flows through the radiator element 14 is here at the tem-
perature of the surroundings, making it possible to cool
the coolant in the radiator element 14 to a temperature
close to the temperature of the surroundings when a
small coolant flow is led through the radiator element 14.
In this case the charge air cooler 8 and the ordinary ra-
diator 6 provide more effective cooling than in the em-
bodiment depicted in Fig. 1, since in this case they have
a cooling air flow passing through them which has not
been warmed by a radiator element 14 situated up-
stream. The radiator element 14 in the air passage B may
therefore be somewhat smaller than in Fig. 1. The ar-
rangement comprises a coolant circuit 13 with compo-
nents corresponding to Fig. 1. We therefore give no fur-
ther description of the function of the coolant circuit 13.
[0019] Fig. 3 depicts a further alternative arrangement
for cooling the oil in a gearbox 9 in a vehicle. In this case
a separate coolant circuit 13 with a coolant circulated by
a coolant pump 19 is used. The separate cooling circuit
comprises a radiator element 14 situated far forward in
an air passage A at a location upstream of a charge air
cooler 8 and an ordinary radiator 6 for cooling the coolant
of the combustion engine’s cooling system. The coolant
of the separate cooling circuit 13 undergoes a step of
cooling by air which is at the temperature of the surround-
ings in the radiator element 14. Such cooling of the cool-
ant in the radiator element 14 is usually perfectly sufficient
when the coolant is primarily intended to cool the oil in
the oil cooler 10. A control unit 16 is here adapted to
controlling the coolant pump 19 so that it circulates a
desired coolant flow through the radiator element 14 and
the coolant circuit 13. The coolant pump 19 is so config-
ured that it can provide a variable coolant flow. When the
coolant has passed through the oil cooler 10, it is led to
a line 13c. The line 13c comprises a three-way valve 21
connected to a transverse line 13e. The three-way valve
21 is controlled by the control unit 16. The line 13c also
comprises a heat exchanger 22 in which heat can be
transferred between the coolant in the separate circuit
13 and the coolant in the combustion engine’s cooling
system.
[0020] During operation of the combustion engine 2,
the control unit 16 receives information from the temper-
ature sensor 12 concerning the temperature of the oil in
the gearbox 9. On the basis of that information, the control
unit causes the coolant pump 19 to provide a coolant flow
through the radiator element 14 which imparts to the cool-
ant a temperature such as to provide a desired cooling
of the oil in the oil cooler 10. When the coolant has cooled
the oil in the oil cooler 10, it is directed by the three-way
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valve 21 to the transverse line 13e, from which it reaches
the line 13d. In the line 13d, the coolant is circulated to-
wards the radiator element 14 by the coolant pump 19.
If the control unit 16 receives information from the tem-
perature sensor 20 concerning the temperature of the
coolant which indicates that the combustion engine’s
cooling system is overloaded, it activates the coolant
pump 19 to circulate a maximum coolant flow through
the radiator element 14. The control unit 16 will switch
off the oil pump 11 so that no oil is led through the oil
cooler 10. The coolant which is cooled in the radiator
element 14 may here be led through the oil cooler 10
without being warmed. In this case, the control unit 16
places the three-way valve 21 in a position such that cool-
ant is led on in the line 13c towards the heat exchanger
22. The cold coolant cools in the heat exchanger 22 the
warm coolant in the cooling system of the combustion
engine 2. The coolant in the separate coolant circuit 13
is thereafter led back to the radiator element 14 via the
lines 13c, 13d. In this case too, the radiator element 14
of the coolant circuit may thus be used as an extra radiator
for cooling the coolant in the combustion engine’s cooling
system.
[0021] The invention is in no way limited to the embod-
iments described but may be varied freely within the
scopes of the claims.

Claims

1. An arrangement for cooling oil in a gearbox (9) in a
vehicle (1) which comprises a combustion engine (2)
and a cooling system (3) for cooling the combustion
engine (2), which arrangement comprises an oil cool-
er (10), an oil system adapted to circulating oil be-
tween the gearbox (9) and the oil cooler (10), and a
coolant circuit (13) adapted to leading coolant to the
oil cooler (10), which coolant circuit (13) comprises
a radiator element (14) for cooling the coolant and a
line (13b) adapted to leading the cooled coolant from
the radiator element (14) to the oil cooler (10), char-
acterised in that the coolant circuit (13) comprises
flow-regulating means (15, 16, 19) adapted to regu-
lating the coolant flow through the radiator element
(14) with the object of imparting to the coolant a tem-
perature which makes possible a desired cooling of
the oil in the oil cooler (10) and in that the arrange-
ment is adapted to temporarily diverting priority away
from cooling the oil in the gearbox (9) and to leading
a relatively large coolant flow through the radiator
element (14) in situations where the load on the com-
bustion engine’s cooling system (3) is so great that
it cannot fully perform its function, and to using the
coolant from the radiator element (14) for cooling the
coolant in the combustion engine’s cooling system
(3) which coolant circuit (13) is connected to the com-
bustion engine’s cooling system (3) and comprises
a line (13c) intended to lead coolant from the oil cool-

er (10) back to the cooling system (3) at a location
(3c’) situated downstream of the combustion engine
(2) and upstream of a thermostat (5) with respect to
the direction of coolant flow in the cooling system (3)
or which comprises a heat exchanger (22) in which
heat can be transferred between the coolant in the
coolant circuit (13) and the coolant in the combustion
engine cooling system (3).

2. An arrangement according to claim 1, character-
ised in that said flow-regulating means (15, 16, 19)
are adapted to regulating the flow through the radi-
ator element (14) steplessly.

3. An arrangement according to claim 2, character-
ised in that said flow-regulating means comprise an
adjustable throttle valve (15).

4. An arrangement according to claim 3, character-
ised in that said flow-regulating means comprise a
control unit (16) adapted to controlling the throttle
valve (15).

5. An arrangement according to any one of the forego-
ing claims, characterised in that said flow-regulat-
ing means comprise a coolant pump (19) adapted
to providing a variable coolant flow through the ra-
diator element (14).

6. An arrangement according to any one of the forego-
ing claims, characterised in that the oil cooler (10)
is configured as a counterflow heat exchanger.

7. An arrangement according to any one of the forego-
ing claims, characterised in that the coolant circuit
(13) takes the form of a separate cooling system with
a separately circulating coolant adapted to cooling
the oil in the oil cooler (10).

8. An arrangement according to any one of the forego-
ing claims, characterised in that the arrangement
comprises an air passage (A, B) in the vehicle and
that said radiator element (14) is situated at a location
in the air passage (A, B) where air at the temperature
of the surroundings flows through it.

Patentansprüche

1. Anordnung zur Kühlung von Öl in einem Getriebe
(9) eines Fahrzeugs (1), das einen Verbrennungs-
motor (2) und ein Kühlsystem (3) zum Kühlen des
Verbrennungsmotors (2) aufweist, wobei die Anord-
nung einen Ölkühler (10), ein Ölsystem, das zum
Zirkulieren von Öl zwischen dem Getriebe (9) und
dem Ölkühler (10) eingerichtet ist, und einen Kühl-
mittelkreis (13), der dazu eingerichtet ist, das Kühl-
mittel zum Ölkühler (10) zu führen, aufweist, wobei
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der Kühlmittelkreis (13) ein Kühlerelement (14) zum
Kühlen des Kühlmittels und eine Leitung (13b) zum
Führen des gekühlten Kühlmittels vom Kühlelement
(14) zum Ölkühler (10) aufweist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Kühlmittelkreis
(13) Durchflussregelungsmittel (15, 16, 19) aufweist,
die zum Regeln des Kühlmitteldurchflusses durch
das Kühlerelement (14) mit der Aufgabe einrichtet
sind, dem Kühlmittel eine Temperatur zu verleihen,
die eine gewünschte Kühlung des Öls im Ölkühler
(10) ermöglicht, und dass die Anordnung dazu ein-
gerichtet ist, vorübergehend die Priorität von der
Kühlung des Öls im Getriebe (9) auf die Führung
eines relativ großen Kühlmitteldurchflusses durch
das Kühlerelement (14) in Situationen zu verlagern,
in denen die Last die Kühlsystems (3) des Verbren-
nungsmotors so groß ist, dass es seine Funktion
nicht vollständig erfüllen kann, und das Kühlmittel
vom Kühlerelement (14) zum Kühlen des Kühlmittels
im Kühlsystem (3) des Verbrennungsmotors nutzt,
wobei der Kühlmittelkreis (13) mit dem Kühlsystem
(3) des Verbrennungsmotors verbunden ist und eine
Leitung (13c) zum Zurückführen des Kühlmittels
vom Kühler (10) zum Kühlsystem (3) an einer Stelle
(3c’) stromabwärts des Verbrennungsmotors (2) und
stromaufwärts eines Thermostats (5) bezüglich der
Richtung der Kühlmittelströmung im Kühlsystem (3)
aufweist, oder einen Wärmetauscher (22), in dem
Wärme zwischen dem Kühlmittel im Kühlmittelkreis
(13) und dem Kühlmittel im Kühlsystem (3) des Ver-
brennungsmotors übertragen werden kann.

2. Anordnung nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Durchflussregelungsmittel (15,
16, 19) dazu eingerichtet sind, den Durchfluss durch
das Kühlerelement (14) stufenlos zu regeln.

3. Anordnung nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Durchflussregelungsmittel ein
verstellbares Drosselventil (15) aufweisen.

4. Anordnung nach Anspruch 3, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Durchflussregelungsmittel eine
Steuereinheit (16) aufweisen, die zum Steuern des
Drosselventils (15) eingerichtet ist.

5. Anordnung nach einem der vorigen Ansprüche, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Durchflussrege-
lungsmittel eine Kühlmittelpumpe (19) aufweisen,
die zur Bereitstellung eines variablen Kühlmittel-
durchflusses durch das Kühlerelement (14) einge-
richtet ist.

6. Anordnung nach einem der vorigen Ansprüche, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Ölkühler (10) als
ein Gegenstrom-Wärmetauscher konfiguriert ist.

7. Anordnung nach einem der vorigen Ansprüche, da-

durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Kühlmittelkreis
(13) die Form eines getrennten Kühlsystems mit ei-
nem getrennt zirkulierenden Kühlmittel zum Kühlen
des Öls im Ölkühlers (10) annimmt.

8. Anordnung nach einem der vorigen Ansprüche, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Anordnung einen
Luftkanal (A, B) im Fahrzeug aufweist, und dass sich
das Kühlerelement (14) an einer Stelle im Luftkanal
(A, B) befindet, wo Luft mit Umgebungstemperatur
durchströmt.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de refroidissement d’huile dans une boîte
de vitesse (9) d’un véhicule (1) qui comprend un mo-
teur thermique (2) et un système de refroidissement
(3) pour le refroidissement du moteur thermique (2),
lequel dispositif comprend un refroidisseur d’huile
(10), un système de circulation d’huile conçu pour la
circulation d’huile entre la boîte de vitesse (9) et le
refroidisseur d’huile (10), et un circuit de liquide de
refroidissement (13) conçu pour amener du liquide
de refroidissement jusqu’au refroidisseur d’huile
(10), lequel circuit de liquide de refroidissement (13)
comprend un élément radiateur (14) pour le refroi-
dissement du liquide de refroidissement et une con-
duite (13b) conçue pour mener le liquide de refroi-
dissement refroidi depuis l’élément radiateur (14)
jusqu’au refroidisseur d’huile (10), caractérisé en
ce que le circuit de liquide de refroidissement (13)
comprend des moyens de régulation de débit (15,
16, 19) conçus pour réguler le débit du liquide de
refroidissement à travers l’élément radiateur (14)
avec pour objectif de conférer au liquide de refroi-
dissement une température qui permet un refroidis-
sement souhaité de l’huile dans le refroidisseur
d’huile (10) et en ce que le dispositif est conçu pour
détourner temporairement la priorité du refroidisse-
ment de l’huile dans la boîte de vitesse (9) et pour
amener un débit relativement élevé de liquide de re-
froidissement à travers l’élément radiateur (14) dans
des situations dans lesquelles la charge sur le sys-
tème de refroidissement (3) du moteur thermique est
telle qu’il ne peut remplir pleinement sa fonction, et
pour utiliser le liquide de refroidissement provenant
de l’élément radiateur (14) pour le refroidissement
du liquide de refroidissement dans le système de
refroidissement (3) du moteur thermique dont le cir-
cuit de liquide de refroidissement (13) est relié au
système de refroidissement (3) du moteur thermique
et comprend une conduite (13c) destinée à ramener
le liquide de refroidissement du refroidisseur d’huile
(10) vers le système de refroidissement (3), en un
endroit (3c’) situé en aval du moteur thermique (2)
et en amont d’un thermostat (5) par rapport à la di-
rection d’écoulement du liquide de refroidissement
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dans le système de refroidissement (3), ou qui com-
prend un échangeur de chaleur (22) dans lequel de
la chaleur peut être transférée entre le liquide de
refroidissement du circuit de liquide de refroidisse-
ment (13) et le liquide de refroidissement du système
de refroidissement (3) du moteur thermique.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de régulation de débit (15,
16, 19) sont conçus pour réguler le débit à travers
l’élément radiateur (14) sans à-coups.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de régulation de débit com-
prennent une vanne d’étranglement ajustable (15).

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 3, caractérisé en
ce que lesdits moyens de régulation de débit com-
prennent une unité de commande (16) conçue pour
commander la vanne d’étranglement (15).

5. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens
de régulation de débit comprennent une pompe de
liquide de refroidissement (19) conçue pour fournir
un débit de liquide de refroidissement variable à tra-
vers l’élément radiateur (14).

6. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le refroidisseur
d’huile (10) est configuré sous la forme d’un échan-
geur de chaleur à contre-courant.

7. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le circuit de li-
quide de refroidissement (13) se présente sous la
forme d’un système de refroidissement séparé ayant
un liquide de refroidissement circulant séparément,
conçu pour refroidir l’huile dans le refroidisseur d’hui-
le (10).

8. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le dispositif
comprend un passage d’air (A, B) dans le véhicule
et en ce que ledit élément radiateur (14) est situé à
un endroit du passage d’air (A, B) à travers lequel
s’écoule de l’air à la température de l’environnement.
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