
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

28
6 

26
4

B
1

TEPZZ  86 64B_T
(11) EP 2 286 264 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
03.01.2018 Bulletin 2018/01

(21) Application number: 09747117.1

(22) Date of filing: 21.04.2009

(51) Int Cl.:
G01S 5/02 (2010.01) H04W 64/00 (2009.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/US2009/041298

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2009/140031 (19.11.2009 Gazette 2009/47)

(54) LOCATION DETERMINATION

STANDORTBESTIMMUNG

DÉTERMINATION DE LA POSITION

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 16.05.2008 US 122339

(43) Date of publication of application: 
23.02.2011 Bulletin 2011/08

(73) Proprietor: APPLE INC.
Cupertino CA 95014-2084 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• CANON, Stephen, Tyrone

Palo Alto
CA 94306 (US)

• SAZEGARI, Ali
Cupertino
CA 95015 (US)

(74) Representative: Wardle, Callum Tarn et al
Withers & Rogers LLP 
4 More London Riverside
London
SE1 2AU (GB)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A-02/054813 WO-A-03/096055

• YAMAMOTO R ET AL: "POSITION LOCATION 
TECHNOLOGIES USING SIGNAL STRENGTH IN 
CELLULAR SYSTEMS" VTC 2001 SPRING. IEEE 
VTS 53RD. VEHICULAR TECHNOLOGY 
CONFERENCE. RHODES, GREECE, MAY 6 - 9, 
2001; [IEEE VEHICULAR TECHNOLGY 
CONFERENCE], NEW YORK, NY : IEEE, US, vol. 
CONF. 53, 6 May 2001 (2001-05-06), pages 
2570-2574, XP001076223 ISBN: 
978-0-7803-6728-9

• BUDKA K C ET AL: "A bayesian method to 
improve mobile geolocation accuracy" VTC 
2002-FALL. 2002 IEEE 56TH. VEHICULAR 
TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS. 
VANCOUVER, CANADA, SEPT. 24 - 28, 2002; 
[IEEE VEHICULAR TECHNOLGY CONFERENCE], 
NEW YORK, NY : IEEE, US, vol. 2, 24 September 
2002 (2002-09-24), pages 1021-1025, 
XP010608969 ISBN: 978-0-7803-7467-6



EP 2 286 264 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] This specification is related generally to location determination.
[0002] The increased importance of processor-based devices has made navigation services and other forms of location
determination available to a substantial number of users. For example, online services are now available that can provide
maps, directions, navigation information and other information relating to the geography of places on Earth and also in
the sky.
[0003] Some devices are intended for portable use and are therefore sometimes referred to as mobile. Some of them
rely on a form of radio communication to connect to a home station, a network or some other base, with which information
can be exchanged. With some mobile devices the range of radio signal coverage is substantial and the users can
therefore operate the device anywhere in a significant geographic area. This ability to move around with the device also
increases the need to determine the location of the device, to a more or less exact geographic position. Some technologies
have been introduced in this regard, including Global Positioning System (GPS) and other approaches that use signals
from transmitters on the ground.
[0004] Published International patent application WO 02/054813 A1 discloses a method for estimating a receiver’s
location in a wireless communication network having several channels, each channel having a signal parameter that
varies with location. A set of observed signal parameters is determined having at least one signal parameter for each
of the several channels at the receiver’s location. A location estimate is determined on the basis of a statistical model
and the set of deserved signal parameters.
[0005] The paper "Position Location Technologies Using Signal Strength in Cellular Systems", published 06 May 2001,
proposes a method of locating a mobile terminal in a cellular system. The method is based on probability density functions
of propagation distances for measured signal strengths. An overall probability density function is used to determine the
mobile terminal location.
[0006] Published International patent application WO 03/096055 A2 discloses a method for determining the location
of a transmitter by processing the magnitude of the transmitted signal received at a plurality of receivers with a statistical
model.

SUMMARY

[0007] The present invention relates to location determination of a mobile device. A statistical model is built based on
the measured power levels (e.g., signal strength) of signals received by a mobile device from one or more transmitters
and their respective locations. Other information, such as the last known or estimated location of the mobile device,
and/or geographical information, can also be used to build the statistical model. The statistical model is then used to
determine the likelihood that the mobile device is located at one or more randomly or pseudo randomly selected positions
within a region surrounding a last known location of the mobile device, or a region surrounding a reference point (e.g.,
a cellular transmission tower) near the mobile device. The probability that the mobile device is at the selected positions
is used to estimate the location of the mobile device.
[0008] In a first aspect, there is provided a method according to claim 1.
[0009] According to another feature, the method can also include determining that a previous location of the mobile
device has been registered, where the geographical region is selected taking into account the registered previous location.
[0010] According to yet another feature, the method includes the actions of determining a first transmitter, among the
multiple transmitters, having a strongest signal according to the obtained power information, where the geographical
region is selected taking into account a location of the determined first transmitter. According to still another feature,
where multiple previous location determinations have been performed, the method can include generating an error
estimate for a most recent of the previous location determinations, where the geographical region is selected taking into
account the generated error estimate.
[0011] In another feature, the statistical model is configured to have at least one term added and be taken into account
in determining the probability values. Additionally, for each of the multiple transmitters, a term can be added to the
statistical model, the term reflecting that a conditional probability that the mobile device is a distance d from the respective
transmitter follows a log-normal distribution, where a mean and a standard deviation of the log-normal distribution are
functions of the power of the respective transmitter. According to another feature, the method includes obtaining a training
data set that includes signal strength information regarding known locations, and estimating the functions for the mean
and the standard deviation using the obtained training data set.
[0012] According to a feature, for each pair of the multiple transmitters, a term can be added to the statistical model,
the term reflecting that a conditional probability that the mobile device is at a distance d from a point on a line joining
the pair of the multiple transmitters follows a log-normal distribution, where a mean and a standard deviation are functions
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of the powers of the respective two transmitters. According to yet another feature, the method can include the actions
of obtaining a training data set comprising signal strength information regarding known locations, and estimating the
functions for the mean and the standard deviation using the obtained training data set.
[0013] In another feature the method can include the actions of obtaining a previously estimated location for the mobile
device, and adding a term to the statistical model, the term reflecting that a conditional probability that the mobile device
is at a distance d from the previously estimated location follows a radially symmetric Gaussian distribution about the
previously estimated location. The standard deviation of the radially symmetric Gaussian distribution can be based on
an error estimate and on information about how recently the previously estimated location was identified.
[0014] According to still another feature, the method can include the actions of obtaining geographical information
relating to at least one of the plurality of positions, and adding a term to the statistical model based on the obtained
geographical information. The geographical information can provide a bias toward some locations over other locations.
Further, identifying the estimated position can include the actions of selecting one of the determined probability values
that is associated with a highest probability that the mobile device is in the corresponding position, and/or determining
a centroid location based on the determined probability values, and selecting the determined centroid location as the
estimated position.
[0015] According to yet another feature, the method can include determining that additional power information is
required to identify the estimated position, postponing the identification of the estimated position for a period of time,
and collecting the additional power information, wherein the estimated position of the mobile device is identified based
also on the additional power information.
[0016] These general and specific aspects may be implemented using a system, a method, or a computer program,
or any combination of systems, methods, and computer programs.
[0017] Particular embodiments of the subject matter described in this specification can be implemented to realize
none, one or more of the following advantages. Improved location determination can be provided.
[0018] The details of one or more embodiments of the subject matter described in this specification are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other features, aspects, and advantages of the subject matter
will become apparent from the description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example mobile device.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example network operating environment for the mobile device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example implementation of the mobile device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic illustration of a mobile device and four exemplary transmitters.

FIG. 5 shows the signal and/or location information used to generate a statistical model.

FIG. 6A is a flow chart of an example first process of determining the contribution to the statistical model based on
the measured power levels from one or more transmitters and the location of the one or more transmitters.

FIG. 6B is a flow chart of an example second process of determining the contribution to the statistical model based
on the measured power levels from one or more transmitters and the location of the one or more transmitters.

FIG. 7 shows an example of a process to estimate the location of a mobile device.

FIG. 8 shows an illustrative map display on an example mobile device.

[0020] Like reference numbers and designations in the various drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example mobile device 100. The mobile device 100 can be, for example, a
handheld computer, a personal digital assistant, a cellular telephone, a network appliance, a camera, a smart phone,
an enhanced general packet radio service (EGPRS) mobile phone, a network base station, a media player, a navigation
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device, an email device, a game console, or a combination of any two or more of these data processing devices or other
data processing devices. Below will be described examples of determining the location of a device such as the mobile
device 100. For example, the location can be determined using a statistical model that takes into account at least received
signal strength.
[0022] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 includes a touch-sensitive display 102. The touch-sensitive
display 102 can implement liquid crystal display (LCD) technology, light emitting polymer display (LPD) technology, or
some other display technology. The touch sensitive display 102 can be sensitive to haptic and/or tactile contact with a user.
[0023] In some implementations, the touch-sensitive display 102 can comprise a multi-touch-sensitive display 102. A
multi-touch-sensitive display 102 can, for example, process multiple simultaneous touch points, including processing
data related to the pressure, degree, and/or position of each touch point. Such processing facilitates gestures and
interactions with multiple fingers, chording, and other interactions. Other touch-sensitive display technologies can also
be used, e.g., a display in which contact is made using a stylus or other pointing device. Some examples of multi-touch-
sensitive display technology are described in U.S. Patent Nos. 6,323,846, 6,570,557, 6,677,932, and 6,888,536.
[0024] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can display one or more graphical user interfaces on the
touch-sensitive display 102 for providing the user access to various system objects and for conveying information to the
user. In some implementations, the graphical user interface can include one or more display objects 104, 106. In the
example shown, the display objects 104, 106, are graphic representations of system objects. Some examples of system
objects include device functions, applications, windows, files, alerts, events, or other identifiable system objects.
[0025] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can implement multiple device functionalities, such as a
telephony device, an e-mail device, a network data communication device, a Wi-Fi base station device (not shown), and
a media processing device. In some implementations, particular display objects 104 can be displayed in a menu bar
118. In some implementations, device functionalities can be accessed from a top-level graphical user interface, such
as the graphical user interface illustrated in FIG. 1. Touching one of the objects 104 can, for example, invoke corresponding
functionality.
[0026] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can implement network distribution functionality. For example,
the functionality can enable the user to take the mobile device 100 and provide access to its associated network while
traveling. In particular, the mobile device 100 can extend Internet access (e.g., Wi-Fi) to other wireless devices in the
vicinity. For example, mobile device 100 can be configured as a base station for one or more devices. As such, mobile
device 100 can grant or deny network access to other wireless devices.
[0027] In some implementations, upon invocation of device functionality, the graphical user interface of the mobile
device 100 changes, or is augmented or replaced with another user interface or user interface elements, to facilitate
user access to particular functions associated with the corresponding device functionality. For example, in response to
a user touching a phone object, the graphical user interface of the touch-sensitive display 102 may present display
objects related to various phone functions; likewise, touching of an email object may cause the graphical user interface
to present display objects related to various email functions; touching a Web object may cause the graphical user interface
to present display objects related to various Web-surfing functions; and touching a media player object may cause the
graphical user interface to present display objects related to various media processing functions.
[0028] In some implementations, the top-level graphical user interface environment or state of FIG. 1 can be restored
by pressing a button 120 located near the bottom of the mobile device 100. In some implementations, each corresponding
device functionality may have corresponding "home" display objects displayed on the touch-sensitive display 102, and
the graphical user interface environment of FIG. 1 can be restored by pressing the "home" display object.
[0029] In some implementations, the top-level graphical user interface can include additional display objects 106, such
as a short messaging service (SMS) object, a calendar object, a photos object, a camera object, a calculator object, a
stocks object, a weather object, a maps object 144, a notes object, a clock object, an address book object, and a settings
object. Touching the maps object 144 can, for example, invoke a mapping and location-based services environment
and supporting functionality; likewise, a selection of any of the display objects 106 can invoke a corresponding object
environment and functionality.
[0030] Additional and/or different display objects can also be displayed in the graphical user interface of FIG. 1. For
example, if the device 100 is functioning as a base station for other devices, one or more "connection" objects may
appear in the graphical user interface to indicate the connection. In some implementations, the display objects 106 can
be configured by a user, e.g., a user may specify which display objects 106 are displayed, and/or may download additional
applications or other software that provides other functionalities and corresponding display objects.
[0031] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can include one or more input/output (I/O) devices and/or
sensor devices. For example, a speaker 160 and a microphone 162 can be included to facilitate voice-enabled func-
tionalities, such as phone and voice mail functions. In some implementations, an up/down button 184 for volume control
of the speaker 160 and the microphone 162 can be included. The mobile device 100 can also include an on/off button
182 for a ring indicator of incoming phone calls. In some implementations, a loud speaker 164 can be included to facilitate
hands-free voice functionalities, such as speaker phone functions. An audio jack 166 can also be included for use of
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headphones and/or a microphone.
[0032] In some implementations, a proximity sensor 168 can be included to facilitate the detection of the user positioning
the mobile device 100 proximate to the user’s ear and, in response, to disengage the touch-sensitive display 102 to
prevent accidental function invocations. In some implementations, the touch-sensitive display 102 can be turned off to
conserve additional power when the mobile device 100 is proximate to the user’s ear.
[0033] Other sensors can also be used. For example, in some implementations, an ambient light sensor 170 can be
utilized to facilitate adjusting the brightness of the touch-sensitive display 102. In some implementations, an accelerometer
172 can be utilized to detect movement of the mobile device 100, as indicated by the directional arrow 174. Accordingly,
display objects and/or media can be presented according to a detected orientation, e.g., portrait or landscape. In some
implementations, the mobile device 100 may include circuitry and sensors for supporting a location determining capability,
such as that provided by the Global Positioning System (GPS) or other positioning systems (e.g., systems using Wi-Fi
access points, television signals, cellular grids, Uniform Resource Locators (URLs)). In some implementations, a posi-
tioning system (e.g., a GPS receiver) can be integrated into the mobile device 100 or provided as a separate device that
can be coupled to the mobile device 100 through an interface (e.g., port device 190) to provide access to location-based
services.
[0034] In some implementations, a port device 190, e.g., a Universal Serial Bus (USB) port, or a docking port, or some
other wired port connection, can be included. The port device 190 can, for example, be utilized to establish a wired
connection to other computing devices, such as other communication devices 100, network access devices, a personal
computer, a printer, a display screen, or other processing devices capable of receiving and/or transmitting data. In some
implementations, the port device 190 allows the mobile device 100 to synchronize with a host device using one or more
protocols, such as, for example, the TCP/IP, HTTP, UDP and any other known protocol.
[0035] The mobile device 100 can also include a camera lens and sensor 180. In some implementations, the camera
lens and sensor 180 can be located on the back surface of the mobile device 100. The camera can capture still images
and/or video.
[0036] The mobile device 100 can also include one or more wireless communication subsystems, such as an 802.1
lb/g communication device 186, and/or a Bluetooth™ communication device 188. Other communication protocols can
also be supported, including other 802.x communication protocols (e.g., WiMax, Wi-Fi, 3G), code division multiple access
(CDMA), global system for mobile communications (GSM), Enhanced Data GSM Environment (EDGE), etc.
[0037] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example network operating environment 200. In FIG. 2, mobile devices 202a
and 202b each can represent mobile device 100. Mobile devices 202a and 202b can, for example, communicate over
one or more wired and/or wireless networks 210 in data communication. For example, a wireless network 212, e.g., a
cellular network, can communicate with a wide area network (WAN) 214, such as the Internet, by use of a gateway 216.
Likewise, an access device 218, such as an 802.11g wireless access device, can provide communication access to the
wide area network 214. In some implementations, both voice and data communications can be established over the
wireless network 212 and the access device 218. For example, the mobile device 202a can place and receive phone
calls (e.g., using VoIP protocols), send and receive e-mail messages (e.g., using POP3 protocol), and retrieve electronic
documents and/or streams, such as web pages, photographs, and videos, over the wireless network 212, gateway 216,
and wide area network 214 (e.g., using TCP/IP or UDP protocols). Likewise, in some implementations, the mobile device
202b can place and receive phone calls, send and receive e-mail messages, and retrieve electronic documents over
the access device 218 and the wide area network 214. In some implementations, the mobile device 202a or 202b can
be physically connected to the access device 218 using one or more cables and the access device 218 can be a personal
computer. In this configuration, the mobile device 202a or 202b can be referred to as a "tethered" device.
[0038] The mobile devices 202a and 202b can also establish communications by other means. For example, the
wireless device 202a can communicate with other wireless devices, e.g., other mobile devices 202a or 202b, cell phones,
etc., over the wireless network 212. Likewise, the mobile devices 202a and 202b can establish peer-to-peer communi-
cations 220, e.g., a personal area network, by use of one or more communication subsystems, such as the Bluetooth™
communication devices 188 shown in FIG. 1. Other communication protocols and topologies can also be implemented.
[0039] The mobile device 202a or 202b can, for example, communicate with one or more services 230, 240, 250, 260,
and 270 over the one or more wired and/or wireless networks 210. For example, one or more navigation services 230
can provide navigation information, e.g., map information, location information, route information, and other information,
to the mobile device 202a or 202b. A user of the mobile device 202b can invoke a map functionality, e.g., by pressing
the maps object 144 on the top-level graphical user interface shown in FIG. 1, and can request and receive a map for
a particular location, request and receive route directions, or request and receive listings of businesses in the vicinity of
a particular location, for example. In other implementations, location determination can be performed locally on the
mobile device 202a or 202b. For example, the navigation service 230 can be implemented on the mobile device 202a
or 202b.
[0040] A messaging service 240 can, for example, provide e-mail and/or other messaging services. A media service
250 can, for example, provide access to media files, such as song files, audio books, movie files, video clips, and other
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media data. In some implementations, separate audio and video services (not shown) can provide access to the respective
types of media files. A syncing service 260 can, for example, perform syncing services (e.g., sync files). An activation
service 270 can, for example, perform an activation process for activating the mobile device 202a or 202b. Other services
can also be provided, including a software update service that automatically determines whether software updates exist
for software on the mobile device 202a or 202b, then downloads the software updates to the mobile device 202a or
202b where the software updates can be manually or automatically unpacked and/or installed.
[0041] The mobile device 202a or 202b can also access other data and content over the one or more wired and/or
wireless networks 210. For example, content publishers, such as news sites, RSS feeds, web sites, blogs, social net-
working sites, developer networks, etc., can be accessed by the mobile device 202a or 202b. Such access can be
provided by invocation of a web browsing function or application (e.g., a browser) in response to a user touching, for
example, a Web object.
[0042] FIG. 3 is a block diagram 300 of an example implementation of the mobile device 100 of FIG. 1. The mobile
device 100 can include a memory interface 302, one or more data processors, image processors and/or central processing
units 304, and a peripherals interface 306. The memory interface 302, the one or more processors 304 and/or the
peripherals interface 306 can be separate components or can be integrated in one or more integrated circuits. The
various components in the mobile device 100 can be coupled by one or more communication buses or signal lines.
[0043] Sensors, devices, and subsystems can be coupled to the peripherals interface 306 to facilitate multiple func-
tionalities. For example, a motion sensor 310, a light sensor 312, and a proximity sensor 314 can be coupled to the
peripherals interface 306 to facilitate the orientation, lighting, and proximity functions described with respect to FIG. 1.
Other sensors 316 can also be connected to the peripherals interface 306, such as a positioning system (e.g., GPS
receiver), a temperature sensor, a biometric sensor, or other sensing device, to facilitate related functionalities.
[0044] A camera subsystem 320 and an optical sensor 322, e.g., a charged coupled device (CCD) or a complementary
metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) optical sensor, can be utilized to facilitate camera functions, such as recording
photographs and video clips.
[0045] Communication functions can be facilitated through one or more wireless communication subsystems 324,
which can include radio frequency receivers and transmitters and/or optical (e.g., infrared) receivers and transmitters.
The specific design and implementation of the communication subsystem 324 can depend on the communication net-
work(s) over which the mobile device 100 is intended to operate. For example, a mobile device 100 may include com-
munication subsystems 324 designed to operate over a GSM network, a GPRS network, an EDGE network, a Wi-Fi or
WiMax network, and a Bluetooth™ network. In particular, the wireless communication subsystems 324 may include
hosting protocols such that the device 100 may be configured as a base station for other wireless devices. In some
implementations, a strength of signals received using any or all of the communication subsystems 324 can be determined;
power information indicating such strength can be obtained and used in estimating a location of the mobile device 100.
[0046] An audio subsystem 326 can be coupled to a speaker 328 and a microphone 330 to facilitate voice-enabled
functions, such as voice recognition, voice replication, digital recording, and telephony functions.
[0047] The I/O subsystem 340 can include a touch screen controller 342 and/or other input controller(s) 344. The
touch-screen controller 342 can be coupled to a touch screen 346. The touch screen 346 and touch screen controller
342 can, for example, detect that contact and/or movement begins or ends using any of a plurality of touch sensitivity
technologies, including but not limited to capacitive, resistive, infrared, and surface acoustic wave technologies, as well
as other proximity sensor arrays or other elements for determining one or more points of contact with the touch screen 346.
[0048] The other input controller(s) 344 can be coupled to other input/control devices 348, such as one or more buttons,
rocker switches, thumb-wheel, infrared port, USB port, and/or a pointer device such as a stylus. The one or more buttons
(not shown) can include an up/down button for volume control of the speaker 328 and/or the microphone 330.
[0049] In one implementation, a pressing of the button for a first duration may disengage a lock of the touch screen
346; and a pressing of the button for a second duration that is longer than the first duration may turn power to the mobile
device 100 on or off. The user may be able to customize a functionality of one or more of the buttons. The touch screen
346 can, for example, also be used to implement virtual or soft buttons and/or a keyboard.
[0050] In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can present recorded audio and/or video files, such as MP3,
AAC, and MPEG files. In some implementations, the mobile device 100 can include the functionality of an MP3 player,
such as an iPod™. The mobile device 100 may, therefore, include a 36-pin connector that is compatible with the iPod.
Other input/output and control devices can also be used.
[0051] The memory interface 302 can be coupled to memory 350. The memory 350 can include high-speed random
access memory and/or non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk storage devices, one or more optical
storage devices, and/or flash memory (e.g., NAND, NOR). The memory 350 can store an operating system 352, such
as Darwin, RTXC, LINUX, UNIX, OS X, WINDOWS, or an embedded operating system such as VxWorks. The operating
system 352 may include instructions for handling basic system services and for performing hardware dependent tasks.
In some implementations, the operating system 352 can be a kernel (e.g., UNIX kernel).
[0052] The memory 350 may also store communication instructions 354 to facilitate communicating with one or more
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additional devices, one or more computers and/or one or more servers. The memory 350 may include graphical user
interface instructions 356 to facilitate graphic user interface processing; sensor processing instructions 358 to facilitate
sensor-related processing and functions; phone instructions 360 to facilitate phone-related processes and functions;
electronic messaging instructions 362 to facilitate electronic-messaging related processes and functions; web browsing
instructions 364 to facilitate web browsing-related processes and functions; media processing instructions 366 to facilitate
media processing-related processes and functions; GPS/Navigation instructions 368 to facilitate GPS and navigation-
related processes and instructions; camera instructions 370 to facilitate camera-related processes and functions; and/or
other software instructions 372 to facilitate other processes and functions, e.g., security processes and functions. In
some implementations, some or all of the instruction 368 can be executed to cause a location of the mobile device 100
to be determined, for example by selecting a location determination technique to be used. The instructions 358 can be
configured so that also one or more, or all, of the other instructions in the memory 350 can be used in performing a
function. The memory 350 may also store other software instructions (not shown), such as web video instructions to
facilitate web video-related processes and functions; and/or web shopping instructions to facilitate web shopping-related
processes and functions. In some implementations, the media processing instructions 366 are divided into audio process-
ing instructions and video processing instructions to facilitate audio processing-related processes and functions and
video processing-related processes and functions, respectively. An activation record and International Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI) 374 or similar hardware identifier can also be stored in memory 350.
[0053] Each of the above identified instructions and applications can correspond to a set of instructions for performing
one or more functions described above. These instructions need not be implemented as separate software programs,
procedures, or modules. The memory 350 can include additional instructions or fewer instructions. Furthermore, various
functions of the mobile device 100 may be implemented in hardware and/or in software, including in one or more signal
processing and/or application specific integrated circuits.
[0054] FIG. 4 shows a schematic illustration of four exemplary transmitters 400-1 through 400-4 and a mobile device
402. Here, the mobile device 402 can represent a mobile device such as the mobile devices described above with respect
to FIGs. 1-3. The mobile device 402 can communicate with one or more of the transmitters 400 which can include network
access points, e.g., Wi-Fi base station devices, or a cell tower, or a remote transmitter such as a satellite, to name a
few examples. In some implementations, access points can be any combination of 802.1 lb/g wireless routers, 802.1In
wireless routers, and some other Wi-Fi devices that implement any suitable Wi-Fi or other wireless networking technology
or protocol.
[0055] Using the communication with the access points and/or the cell towers, a position estimator 404 can estimate
the geographic area and/or location where the mobile device 402 is currently located. The estimation can be based at
least in part on signal and/or location information 406, including the signal strengths of the respective transmitters 400-1
through 400-4. In this example the information 406 can be located on the mobile device 402. In other implementations,
the position estimator 404 and/or the signal and/or location information 406 can be maintained elsewhere than on the
mobile device 402, such as on a server device in communication with the mobile device.
[0056] The mobile device 402 can, for example, receive a signal from the transmitter 400-1. The signal can include
an identifier for the transmitter 400-1 and in some implementations can include other information, such as the latitude
and longitude of the transmitter 400-1. In some implementations, the latitude and longitude of the transmitter can be
determined on the device 402 or remotely at a server using a database. The position estimator 406 can, for example,
with a degree of uncertainty or error, identify an estimated position of the mobile device 402 using the information 406.
[0057] In some implementations, the accuracy or precision of the estimated position is stated in units of distance (e.g.,
"the estimated position is accurate up to 50 meters"). That is, the actual position of the mobile device 402 can be within
the accuracy distance from the estimated position. For example, a first geographic area can be a circle centered at the
latitude and longitude of the estimated position with a radius equal to the stated accuracy or precision (e.g., 38 meters
if the accuracy of the estimated position is up to 38 meters). The first geographic area can alternatively be represented
on a map display as a square, rectangle, oval, diamond, triangle, or some other shaped enclosed region.
[0058] The mobile device 402 can, for example, connect to additional devices or services (not shown) for location-
based services, instead of, or in addition to the transmitter(s) 400. Such devices or services could include a Bluetooth™
device, GPS, radio or TV towers, or cellular grids, to name a few examples. For example, the mobile device 402 can
connect to peer devices with the Bluetooth™ communication device 188 (FIG. 1) and receive location-based information
from other mobile devices and/or Bluetooth™ enabled devices. In some implementations, the mobile device 402 can
determine or estimate its position and/or geographic area using other technologies (e.g., GPS).
[0059] In some implementations, position estimates are generated using a statistical model, for instance, by the position
estimator 404. Such a model can be based at least in part on power information regarding one or more transmitters.
The model can be used to generate a distribution of one or more position samples that are used to estimate the current
location of the mobile device as explained in greater detail below.
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A. Statistical Model Components

[0060] FIG. 5 shows the signal and/or location information 406 that can be used to generate a statistical model 530
that is used to estimate the location of a mobile device, such as mobile device 406. According to some implementations,
the statistical model 530 is generated by the position estimator 404. As described with respect to FIG. 4, the measured
power levels (i.e., signal strength) of signals received by the device from one or more transmitters 505 and the location
of known transmitters 510 are used to generate the statistical model 530.
[0061] For instance, the mobile device 402 can obtain received signal strength indicators (RSSIs) and a unique ID
associated with each signal from a transmitter. The geographical location of the transmitter (e.g., a cell tower) can be
looked up using the transmitter ID, either by querying a remote server or by a lookup process in a database stored on
the mobile device. If a cell tower contains several transmitters, their RSSIs can be combined to a single RSSI for the
cell tower, for example by taking a maximum of the received signals from the transmitters at issue.
[0062] In some implementations, a transformation can be applied to coordinates of the transmitters. For example,
latitude-longitude pairs can be transformed into values representing relative transmitter location, such as with regard to
a transmitter having the strongest signal. That is, in some implementations a latitude-longitude pair can be transformed
to meters North and meters East from the transmitter with the strongest signal.
[0063] Referring again to FIG. 5, other information can optionally be used to generate the statistical model 530. This
includes historical position information 515 and/or geographical information 520.
[0064] Historical position information 515 can be used to generate and/or modify the statistical model 530, for instance,
by the position estimator 404. Historical position information 515 (which includes recently known location information)
can be based on previous estimate locations, for instance, as determined by the position estimator 404, and/or based
on position information obtained from other data sources in communication with the device 402. For instance, historical
position information 515 can be obtained from wifi hotspots or from other devices, such as GPS units, that can perform
location estimation. Historical position information 515 can contribute to the statistical model so that the model can
account for last known positions of the device 402. As explained in greater detail below with respect to FIG. 6, recent
known locations of the device 402 are presumed to be more accurate than old measurements, and thus how recent the
position information factors into the statistical model.
[0065] Geographical information 520 can also be used to focus a probability determination to location points that are
more likely locations for the mobile device than another location. This information provides a bias to locations that the
device is more likely to be near. For instance, locations such as a highway or a populated area, such as a shopping
mall, may be biased over locations that the device 402 is less likely to be near, such as in the middle of city blocks, in
the middle of a lake, on a service road, etc.

B. Signal Strength and Transmitter Locations Contribution to a Statistical Model

[0066] FIG. 6A shows a first process 600 of determining the contribution to the statistical model 530 based on the
measured power levels (e.g., signal strength) of signals received by the device from one or more transmitters 505 and
the location of known transmitters 510. Each source (e.g., tower) from which a signal is received by the device is identified
605. A term is added to the statistical model for each source 620 based on the identified location of each source 610
and the identified signal strength received from each source 615. In some implementations, the term added to the
statistical model for each source is based on an assumption that the conditional probability that the device is located at
a distance d from a source follows a log-normal distribution having mean and standard deviations that are functions of
the signal strength associated with the source.
[0067] According to some implementations, a training set of data is obtained that includes measured signal strengths,
such as RSSI data, at known locations, such as at known distances from a transmitter. According to some implemen-
tations, the training set of data is gathered by a mobile device having a GPS receiver, where the mobile device logs
respective transmitter signal strengths at various locations (e.g., thousands of locations) near one or more towers having
differing geometries (e.g., height, orientation, etc.) The training set can be gathered once. According to some implemen-
tations the training data can be used to generate parameters for the statistical model, as described below, where the
parameters are stored on each mobile device. According to some implementations, the training set of data can be stored
by mobile devices or stored remotely at a server using a database. Signals for several hundred thousand data points
can be collected and included in the training set. The mean and standard deviation functions can be estimated from the
training data set of measured signal strengths at known locations for example, via a standard least-squares fitting
algorithm.
[0068] FIG. 6B shows a second process 650 of determining the contribution to the statistical model 530 based on the
measured power levels (e.g., signal strength) of signals received by the device from one or more transmitters 505 and
the location of known transmitters 510. Pairs of sources from which a signal is received by the device are identified 605.
According to some implementations, all possible pairs of towers for which the device receives signals are considered.
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For instance, if there are three towers A, B, and C, the pairs A,B, A,C, and B,C will be considered.
[0069] A term is added to the statistical model for pairs of sources 670 based on the identified location of each pair of
sources 660 and the identified signal strength received from each source 665. The term added to the statistical model
for each pair of sources reflects that a conditional probability that the mobile device is at a distance d from a point ’p’ on
a line joining the pair of the multiple transmitters follows a log-normal distribution having mean and standard deviations
that are functions of a signal strength ratio between the two transmitters in the pair. The location of the point ’p’, mean,
and standard deviation are estimated from a training data set of measured signal strengths at known locations for
example, via a standard least-squares regression.
[0070] It will be appreciated that although least-squares regression is described herein for the first and second proc-
esses 600, 650 of determining the contribution to the statistical model 530 based on the measured power levels (i.e.,
signal strength) of signals received by the device from one or more transmitters 505 and the location of known transmitters
510, other techniques including other regression techniques can be used to calculate the parameters of the statistical
model.

C. Historical Position Information and/or Geographical Information Contribution to a Statistical Model

[0071] As described with respect to FIG. 5, historical position information 515 can optionally be used to generate
and/or modify the statistical model 530. According to some implementations, a term can be added to the statistical model
that reflects that a conditional probability that the mobile device is at a given location relative to the historical position(s)
follows a radially symmetric Gaussian distribution about the previously known location, with standard deviation based
on an accuracy estimate of the known location (if available), together with information on how recent the known location
measurement was taken. For instance, recent measurements can be presumed to be more accurate than old measure-
ments.
[0072] As was further described with respect to FIG. 5, geographical information 520 can be used to add an additional
term to the statistical model that provides a bias to locations that the mobile device has a greater likelihood to be near.

D. Estimating Location Using a Statistical Model

[0073] According to some implementations, to compute the likelihood that the mobile device is at a given location
given all of the terms in the statistical model, the logarithm of the unnormalized conditional probability of each term is
computed for a given location. These logarithms are summed to give a log-likelihood for a given position. However,
because the mobile device can be at any geographical position, the log-likelihood for given positions are only calculated
for a set of positions that are in a region surrounding the last known position, or last estimated position, of the mobile
device. This permits the position estimator 404 to limit the number of calculations required to estimate the location of
the mobile device.
[0074] FIG. 7 shows a high level method 700 that can be performed to determine an estimated location of a mobile
device using a statistical model. If historical position information is known 705, a region surrounding the last known
position of the mobile device is identified 710. According to some implementations, the region can be a circular region
surrounding the mobile device. An error estimate for the last known position of the mobile device can also be generated.
Sample positions are then selected (i.e., drawn) at random or pseudo randomly from the identified region 715.
[0075] Alternatively, if no historical position information is available 705, the transmitter that exhibits the strongest
measured signal strength at the mobile device is identified 720, and sample positions are then selected (i.e., drawn) at
random or pseudo randomly from a region surrounding the transmitter that includes the transmitter 725. According to
some implementations, the calculation of a region surrounding the last known position of the mobile device, or the region
surrounding the transmitter exhibiting the strongest signal strength at the mobile device, can be made by the position
estimator 404. Similarly, the position estimator 404 can select sample positions within the region.
[0076] After sample positions are selected, the probability values for each sample position are determined using the
statistical model 730. According to some implementations, the probability values can be determined by the position
estimator 404. As described with respect to FIGs. 5 and 6, the statistical model is based on the measured power levels
(i.e., signal strength) of signals received by the device from one or more transmitters 505 and the location of known
transmitters 510. The model is optionally also based on historical position information 515 and geographical information
520. The respective probability values for each sample position indicate a probability that the mobile device is in the
corresponding position. These probability values, in turn, can be used to identify an estimated position of the mobile device.
[0077] According to some implementations, the sample position exhibiting the highest probability value is selected
735, and the estimated position is identified 745 as that sample position. According to some implementations, the
estimated position 745 can be identified as the calculated centroid of the distribution of sample positions 740 based on
the probability values of each sample position included in the random (or pseudo-random) selection.
[0078] According to some implementations, an error estimate for the estimated position is identified 750, which can
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be a function of the log-likelihood having parameters based on a training corpus of known locations and signal meas-
urements via least-squares regression. It will be appreciated that although least-squares regression is described herein
that other techniques including other regression techniques can be used to calculate the error estimate.
[0079] In some situations the mobile device may fail to receive signal strengths from one or more known transmitters,
and possibly all transmitters. When this occurs, the calculation and identification of the estimated position can be post-
poned for a period of time (e.g., 1 second, 5 seconds, 1 minute, or until a signal strength is measured). Once signal
strength measurements are available, the estimated position of the mobile device can be identified based on the new
signal strength measurements.

E. Example Log-Likelihood Computation of Sample Point

[0080] Using the process described above with respect to FIG. 7, one or more sample positions can be identified at
random or pseudo randomly as within a region surrounding a last known position of the mobile device, or the region
surrounding the transmitter exhibiting the strongest signal strength at the mobile device. Below is an example process
for computing the log-likelihood for one sample position.
[0081] Using the first process 600 for computing the contribution of signal strength measurements to the log-likelihood
of a sample position, each tower contributes to the total log-likelihood of the sample position: 

where d is the distance between the source and the sample position, and s is the measured signal strength from the
source (as calculated, for instance, from a corpus of training data.)
[0082] In the above equation m(s) and σ(s) are linear functions of the form f(x) = a x + b, whose exact parameters (a,
b) are estimated statistically from a corpus of training data. As described above, the training set of data includes signal
strength measurements (in power) for GPS-provided distances from a transmitter. In some implementations, to estimate
m(s), the best linear fit for the log of the distance in terms of the measured power of the signal strength can be estimated
where the parameters (a, b) can be selected to minimize the expression: sum_(training measurements)(log(exact distance
between device and tower) -(a*measured power + b))2, and the function m(s) is equal to ax + b. In some implementations,
to estimate σ(s), for each distinct power level that the mobile device can measure, a variance is computed as: vari-
ance(power)-square_root(sum_(measurements with that power level)(log(exact distance between device and tower) -
m(power))2). Parameters (c, d) can then be selected to minimize the expression: sum_(power levels)(variance(pow-
er)-(c*power + d))2, and the function σ(x) is equal to cx + d.
[0083] Alternatively, using the second process 650 for computing the contribution of signal strength measurements
to the log-likelihood of a sample position, each pair of sources having respective locations T1 and T2 and measured
signal strengths s1 and s2 contribute to the total log-likelihood of the sample position. Where the sources are ordered
such that s1 > s2, and R is the ratio of sl/s2, the location of point ’P’ on a line joining the pair of the multiple transmitters
can be determined as: 

where c is a parameter whose value can be estimated statistically from a corpus of training data. If d is the distance
between the sample position and point ’P’, the source-pair’s contribution to the total log-likelihood of the sample position is: 

where m(r) and σ(r) are linear functions of the form f(x) = ax + b, whose exact parameters (a, b) are estimated statistically
from a corpus of training data as described above.
[0084] As described with respect to FIG. 5, historical position information can optionally contribute to the statistical
model. In this example, history position information contributes to the likelihood of a sample point. A radius r for the
expected location about the historically known location is computed based on the accuracy estimate of the old location
and the time since that estimate was made. If the distance between a sample point and the historical location is d, the
historical contribution to the log likelihood of the sample point is: 
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[0085] Finally, to compute the total log-likelihood of a sample position, all of the contributing terms can be summed.
Each of the above calculations can be implemented, for instance, by the position estimator 404. As described with
respect to FIG. 7, the log-likelihoods for each sample position can be calculated in order to estimate the position of the
mobile device.
[0086] FIG. 8 shows an illustrative map display 802 on an example mobile device 100. The map display 802 can
display the estimated position 816 of the mobile device 100 on a map to enable a user of the device 100 to identify his
or her location. The map can include one or more objects, such as buildings, streets, geographical features, and the
like, as is known in the art.
[0087] The disclosed and other embodiments and the functional operations described in this specification can be
implemented in digital electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or hardware, including the structures dis-
closed in this specification and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one or more of them. The disclosed
and other embodiments can be implemented as one or more computer program products, i.e., one or more modules of
computer program instructions encoded on a computer-readable medium for execution by, or to control the operation
of, data processing apparatus. The computer-readable medium can be a machine-readable storage device, a machine-
readable storage substrate, a memory device, a composition of matter effecting a machine-readable propagated signal,
or a combination of one or more them. The term "data processing apparatus" encompasses all apparatus, devices, and
machines for processing data, including by way of example a programmable processor, a computer, or multiple processors
or computers. The apparatus can include, in addition to hardware, code that creates an execution environment for the
computer program in question, e.g., code that constitutes processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database management
system, an operating system, or a combination of one or more of them. A propagated signal is an artificially generated
signal, e.g., a machine-generated electrical, optical, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to encode information
for transmission to suitable receiver apparatus.
[0088] A computer program (also known as a program, software, software application, script, or code) can be written
in any form of programming language, including compiled or interpreted languages, and it can be deployed in any form,
including as a stand-alone program or as a module, component, subroutine, or other unit suitable for use in a computing
environment. A computer program does not necessarily correspond to a file in a file system. A program can be stored
in a portion of a file that holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored in a markup language document),
in a single file dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more
modules, sub-programs, or portions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be executed on one computer
or on multiple computers that are located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and interconnected by a com-
munication network.
[0089] The processes and logic flows described in this specification can be performed by one or more programmable
processors executing one or more computer programs to perform functions by operating on input data and generating
output. The processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and apparatus can also be implemented as, special
purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific integrated circuit).
[0090] Processors suitable for the execution of a computer program include, by way of example, both general and
special purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor
will receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a random access memory or both. The essential elements
of a computer are a processor for performing instructions and one or more memory devices for storing instructions and
data. Generally, a computer will also include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or transfer data to, or both,
one or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or optical disks. However, a
computer need not have such devices. Computer-readable media suitable for storing computer program instructions
and data include all forms of non-volatile memory, media and memory devices, including by way of example semicon-
ductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard disks
or removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory can be
supplemented by, or incorporated in, special purpose logic circuitry.
[0091] To provide for interaction with a user, the disclosed embodiments can be implemented on a computer having
a display device, e.g., a CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor, for displaying information to the
user and a keyboard and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by which the user can provide input to the
computer. Other kinds of devices can be used to provide for interaction with a user as well; for example, feedback
provided to the user can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile feedback;
and input from the user can be received in any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input.
[0092] The disclosed embodiments can be implemented in a computing system that includes a back-end component,
e.g., as a data server, or that includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server, or that includes a front-end
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component, e.g., a client computer having a graphical user interface or a Web browser through which a user can interact
with an implementation of what is disclosed here, or any combination of one or more such back-end, middleware, or
front-end components. The components of the system can be interconnected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples of communication networks include a local area network
("LAN") and a wide area network ("WAN"), e.g., the Internet.
[0093] The computing system can include clients and servers. A client and server are generally remote from each
other and typically interact through a communication network. The relationship of client and server arises by virtue of
computer programs running on the respective computers and having a client-server relationship to each other.
[0094] While this specification contains many specifics, these should not be construed as limitations on the scope of
what being claims or of what may be claimed, but rather as descriptions of features specific to particular embodiments.
Certain features that are described in this specification in the context of separate embodiments can also be implemented
in combination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various features that are described in the context of a single em-
bodiment can also be implemented in multiple embodiments separately or in any suitable subcombination. Moreover,
although features may be described above as acting in certain combinations and even initially claimed as such, one or
more features from a claimed combination can in some cases be excised from the combination, and the claimed com-
bination may be directed to a subcombination or variation of a subcombination.
[0095] Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in a particular order, this should not be understand as
requiring that such operations be performed in the particular order shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated
operations be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circumstances, multitasking and parallel processing
may be advantageous. Moreover, the separation of various system components in the embodiments described above
should not be understood as requiring such separation in all embodiments, and it should be understood that the described
program components and systems can generally be integrated together in a single software product or packaged into
multiple software products.
[0096] Particular embodiments of the subject matter described in this specification have been described. Other em-
bodiments are within the scope of the following claims. For example, the actions recited in the claims can be performed
in a different order and still achieve desirable results. As one example, the processes depicted in the accompanying
figures do not necessarily require the particular order shown, or sequential order, to achieve desirable results. In certain
implementations, multitasking and parallel processing may be advantageous.

Claims

1. A method comprising:

obtaining power information indicating a detected power of respective signals received in a mobile device from
multiple transmitters;
determining, using at least the obtained power information, respective probability values for a plurality of posi-
tions, each probability value indicating a probability that the mobile device is in a corresponding position; and

identifying an estimated position of the mobile device based at least in part on the determined probability values,
wherein determining the probability values and identifying the estimated position comprises:

generating a statistical model based at least in part on the obtained power information;
selecting a geographical region to which the generated statistical model applies; and
randomly or pseudo randomly selecting a plurality of positions within the selected geographical region, wherein
each of the probability values is identified as being associated with a corresponding one of the plurality of
positions,
characterised in that the method further comprises:

for each pair of the multiple transmitters, adding a term to the statistical model, the term reflecting that a
conditional probability that the mobile device is at a distance d from a point on a line joining the pair of the
multiple transmitters follows a log-normal distribution, wherein a mean and a standard deviation are functions
of the powers of the respective two transmitters.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of:

determining that a previous location of the mobile device has been registered,
wherein the geographical region is selected taking into account the registered previous location; or
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determining a first transmitter, among the multiple transmitters, having a strongest signal according to the
obtained power information,
wherein the geographical region is selected taking into account a location of the determined first transmitter.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein multiple previous location determinations have been performed, the method further
comprising:

generating an error estimate for a most recent of the previous location determinations,
wherein the geographical region is selected taking into account the generated error estimate.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

obtaining a training data set comprising signal strength information regarding known locations; and
estimating the functions for the mean and the standard deviation using the obtained training data set.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

obtaining a previously estimated location for the mobile device; and
adding a term to the statistical model, the term reflecting that a conditional probability that the mobile device is
at a distance d from the previously estimated location follows a radially symmetric Gaussian distribution about
the previously estimated location.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein a standard deviation of the radially symmetric Gaussian distribution is based on an
error estimate and on information about how recently the previously estimated location was identified.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

obtaining geographical information relating to at least one of the plurality of positions; and
adding a term to the statistical model based on the obtained geographical information.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining that additional power information is required to identify the estimated position;
postponing the identification of the estimated position for a period of time; and
collecting the additional power information, wherein the estimated position of the mobile device is identified
based also on the additional power information.

9. A computer program product, encoded on a tangible program carrier, operable to cause a portable device to perform
the method of any one of claims 1 to 8.

10. A mobile device comprising:

a processor-accessible medium containing power information that indicates a detected power of respective
signals received in a mobile device from multiple transmitters; and
one or more processors arranged to perform the method of any one of claims 1 to 9.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren, umfassend:

Erhalten von Leistungsinformationen, die eine detektierte Leistung von jeweiligen Signalen, die in einer mobilen
Vorrichtung von mehreren Sendern empfangen werden, anzeigt;
Bestimmen, zumindest unter Verwendung der erhaltenen Leistungsinformationen, jeweiliger Wahrscheinlich-
keitswerte für eine Vielzahl von Positionen, wobei jeder Wahrscheinlichkeitswert eine Wahrscheinlichkeit an-
zeigt, dass die mobile Vorrichtung an einer entsprechenden Position ist; und
Identifizieren einer geschätzten Position der mobilen Vorrichtung, zumindest teilweise basierend auf den be-
stimmten Wahrscheinlichkeitswerten, wobei das Bestimmen der Wahrscheinlichkeitswerte und das Identifizie-
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ren der geschätzten Position umfasst:

Erzeugen eines statistischen Modells, zumindest teilweise basierend auf den erhaltenen Leistungsinfor-
mationen;
Auswählen eines geographischen Bereichs, auf welchen das erzeugte statistische Modell zutrifft; und zu-
fällig oder pseudo-zufällig Auswählen einer Vielzahl von Positionen in dem ausgewählten geographischen
Bereich, wobei jeder der Wahrscheinlichkeitswerte identifiziert wird, als mit einer entsprechenden einen
der Vielzahl von Positionen verknüpft zu sein,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verfahren ferner umfasst:

für jedes Paar der mehreren Sender, Hinzufügen eines Terms zu dem statistischen Modell, wobei der
Term, der eine konditionale Wahrscheinlichkeit widerspiegelt, dass sich die mobile Vorrichtung in einem
Abstand d von einem Punkt auf einer Linie, welche das Paar der mehreren Sender verbindet, einer
log-normalen Verteilung folgt, wobei ein Mittelwert und eine Standardabweichung Funktionen von den
Leistungen der jeweiligen zwei Sendern sind.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner zumindest eines der folgenden umfassend:

Bestimmen, dass ein vorheriger Standort der mobilen Vorrichtung registriert wurde, wobei der geographische
Bereich ausgewählt wird, indem der registrierte vorherige Standort berücksichtigt wird; oder
Bestimmen eines ersten Senders unter den mehreren Sendern, der, gemäß den erhaltenen Leistungsinforma-
tionen, ein stärkstes Signal aufweist, wobei der geographische Bereich ausgewählt wird, indem ein Standort
des bestimmten ersten Senders berücksichtigt wird.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei mehrere vorherige Standortbestimmungen durchgeführt wurden, wobei das
Verfahren ferner umfasst:

Erzeugen einer Fehlerschätzung für die letzte der vorherigen Standortbestimmungen, wobei der geographische
Bereich ausgewählt wird, indem die erzeugte Fehlerschätzung berücksichtigt wird.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Erhalten eines Trainingsdatensatzes, der Signalstärkeinformationen hinsichtlich bekannter Standorte umfasst;
und
Schätzen der Funktionen für den Mittelwert und die Standardabweichung unter Verwendung des erhaltenen
Trainingsdatensatzes.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Erhalten eines vorher geschätzten Standortes für die mobile Vorrichtung; und
Hinzufügen eines Terms zu dem statistischen Modell, wobei der Term reflektiert, dass eine konditionale Wahr-
scheinlichkeit, dass sich die mobile Vorrichtung in einem Abstand d von dem vorher geschätzten Standort
befindet, einer radial symmetrischen Gaußschen Verteilung um den vorher geschätzten Standort folgt.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei eine Standardabweichung der radial symmetrischen Gaußschen Verteilung auf
einer Fehlerschätzung und auf Informationen darüber basiert, wie kürzlich der vorher geschätzte Standort identifiziert
wurde.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Erhalten von geographischen Informationen bezüglich zumindest einer von der Vielzahl von Positionen; und
Hinzufügen eines Terms zu dem statistischen Modell basierend auf den erhaltenen geographischen Informa-
tionen.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend:

Bestimmen, dass zusätzliche Leistungsinformationen benötigt werden, um die geschätzte Position zu identifi-
zieren;
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Verschieben der Identifikation der geschätzten Position für eine Zeitdauer; und
Sammeln der zusätzlichen Leistungsinformationen, wobei die geschätzte Position der mobilen Vorrichtung auch
basierend auf den zusätzlichen Leistungsinformationen identifiziert wird.

9. Computerprogrammprodukt, das in einem greifbaren Programmträger codiert ist und betriebsbereit ist, um eine
tragbare Vorrichtung dazu zu veranlassen, das Verfahren nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8 durchzuführen.

10. Mobile Vorrichtung, umfassend:

ein Medium, das durch einen Prozessor zugänglich ist und Leistungsinformationen enthält, die eine Leistung
von jeweiligen Signalen, die in einer mobilen Vorrichtung von mehreren Sendern empfangen werden, anzeigt;
und
einen oder mehrere Prozessoren, die angeordnet sind, um das Verfahren nach irgendeine Ansprüche 1 bis 9
durchzuführen.

Revendications

1. Un procédé comprenant :

l’obtention d’une information de puissance indiquant une puissance détectée de signaux respectifs reçus par
un dispositif mobile en provenance d’émetteurs multiples ;
la détermination, au moins en utilisant l’information de puissance obtenue, de valeurs de probabilité respective
pour une pluralité de positions, chaque valeur de probabilité indiquant une probabilité que le dispositif mobile
soit en une position correspondante ; et
l’identification d’une position estimée du dispositif mobile au moins en partie sur la base des valeurs de probabilité
déterminées, la détermination des valeurs de probabilité et l’identification de la position estimée comprenant :

la génération d’un modèle statistique au moins en partie basé sur l’information de puissance obtenue ;
la sélection d’une région géographique à laquelle s’applique le modèle statistique généré ; et
la sélection aléatoire ou pseudoaléatoire d’une pluralité de positions à l’intérieur de la région géographique
sélectionnée, chacune des valeurs de probabilité étant identifiée comme étant associée à une position
correspondante de la pluralité de positions,

caractérisé en ce que le procédé comprend en outre :

pour chaque couple des émetteurs multiples, l’addition d’un terme au modèle statistique, le terme reflétant
le fait qu’une probabilité conditionnelle que le dispositif mobile se trouve à une distance d d’un point situé
sur une ligne reliant le couple d’émetteurs des émetteurs multiples suive une distribution log-normale, où
une moyenne et un écart-type sont des fonctions des puissances des deux émetteurs respectifs.

2. Le procédé de la revendication 1, comprenant en outre au moins l’une d’entre :

la détermination qu’un emplacement antérieur du dispositif mobile a été enregistré,
la région géographique étant sélectionnée en prenant en compte l’emplacement antérieur enregistré ; ou
la détermination d’un premier émetteur, parmi des émetteurs multiples, qui présente un signal le plus fort en
fonction de l’information de puissance obtenue,
la région géographique étant sélectionnée en prenant en compte un emplacement du premier émetteur déter-
miné.

3. Le procédé de la revendication 1, dans lequel des déterminations multiples d’emplacement antérieur ont été effec-
tuées, le procédé comprenant en outre :

la génération d’une estimation d’erreur pour une détermination la plus récente des déterminations d’emplace-
ment antérieur,
la région géographique étant sélectionnée en prenant en compte l’estimation d’erreur générée.

4. Le procédé de la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :
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l’obtention d’un jeu de données d’apprentissage comprenant une information de force de signal concernant des
emplacements connus ; et
l’estimation des fonctions pour la moyenne et l’écart-type en utilisant le jeu de données d’apprentissage obte-
nues.

5. Le procédé de la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :

l’obtention d’un emplacement antérieurement estimé du dispositif mobile ; et
l’addition d’un terme au modèle statistique, le terme reflétant le fait qu’une probabilité conditionnelle que le
dispositif mobile se situe à une distance d de l’emplacement antérieurement estimé suive une distribution
gaussienne radialement symétrique autour de l’emplacement antérieurement estimé.

6. Le procédé de la revendication 5, dans lequel un écart-type de la distribution gaussienne radialement symétrique
est basé sur une estimation d’erreur et sur une information sur le caractère plus ou moins récent de l’identification
de l’emplacement antérieurement estimé.

7. Le procédé de la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :

l’obtention d’une information géographique concernant au moins une position de la pluralité de positions ; et
l’addition d’un terme au modèle statistique sur la base de l’information géographique obtenue.

8. Le procédé de la revendication 1, comprenant en outre :

la détermination qu’une information de puissance supplémentaire est requise pour identifier la position estimée ;
la suspension de l’identification de la position estimée pendant un laps de temps ; et
le recueil de l’information de puissance supplémentaire, la position estimée du dispositif mobile étant identifiée
également sur la base de l’information de puissance supplémentaire.

9. Un programme-produit informatique, codé sur un support tangible de programme, pouvant être mis en oeuvre pour
faire en sorte qu’un dispositif portable mette en oeuvre le procédé de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8.

10. Un dispositif mobile comprenant :

un support accessible par processeur contenant une information de puissance qui indique une puissance
détectée de signaux respectifs reçus par un dispositif mobile en provenance d’émetteur multiple ; et
un ou plusieurs processeurs agencés pour mettre en oeuvre le procédé de l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 9.
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