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(54) CONTROL APPARATUS FOR HYBRID VEHICLE AND CONTROL METHOD FOR HYBRID 
VEHICLE

(57) An electronic control unit (100) is configured to
select one of a series mode, a series-parallel mode and
a parallel mode as a running mode. A load level of a
hybrid vehicle (1) is set to a value that is high in the order
of a load level at which the parallel mode is selected, a
load level at which the series-parallel mode is selected,

and a load level at which the series mode is selected.
That is, the electronic control unit (100) selects the se-
ries-parallel mode in an intermediate load region, selects
the series mode in a low load region, and selects the
parallel mode in a high load region.



EP 3 263 417 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to a control apparatus for
a hybrid vehicle that is configured to select one of a series
mode, a series-parallel mode and a parallel mode as a
running mode, and a control method for the hybrid vehi-
cle.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] A hybrid vehicle is equipped with an engine and
a motor as driving force sources. Conventionally, series
running, series-parallel running and parallel running are
known as methods in which the hybrid vehicle runs using
both the motive power of the engine and the motive power
of the motor. These three running methods are different
in motive power transmission path of the engine from one
another.
[0003] Series running is a method in which the engine
is connected to a generator, the motive power of the en-
gine is transmitted to the generator and temporarily con-
verted into an electric power, and the motor is driven by
the electric power. That is, in series running, the motive
power of the engine is transmitted to the generator and
converted into an electric power.
[0004] Series-parallel running is a method in which the
engine is connected to the generator and driving wheels
via a motive power division mechanism (a planetary gear
mechanism or the like), and the motive power of the en-
gine is divided and transmitted to the generator and the
driving wheels. That is, in series-parallel running, part of
the motive power of the engine is transmitted to the gen-
erator and converted into an electric power, and the re-
maining motive power is mechanically transmitted to the
driving wheels.
[0005] Parallel running is a method in which the engine
and the motor are connected in parallel to the driving
wheels, and both the motive power of the engine and the
motive power of the motor are transmitted to the driving
wheels. Accordingly, in parallel running, the motive pow-
er of the engine is mechanically transmitted to the driving
wheels.
[0006] A hybrid vehicle that is configured to be able to
make a changeover among the aforementioned three
running modes (series running, series-parallel running
and parallel running) as necessary is disclosed in, for
example, Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2012-86725 (JP 2012-86725 A).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] In Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2012-86725 (JP 2012-86725 A), however, it is not dis-
closed how one of the aforementioned three running

methods is selected. The aforementioned three running
methods are different from one another in characteristics
such as engine thermal efficiency and motive power
transmission efficiency (the rate at which the motive pow-
er of the engine and the motive power of the motor are
transmitted to the driving wheels) or the like, as a result
of the differences in the motive power transmission path
of the engine. In Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 2012-86725 (JP 2012-86725 A), however, nothing
is disclosed as to the differences in characteristics among
the respective running methods and the method of se-
lecting a running method in consideration of the differ-
ences.
[0008] The present disclosure selects an optimal run-
ning mode in consideration of differences in characteris-
tics among a series mode, a series-parallel mode and a
parallel mode in a hybrid vehicle that is configured to
select one of the respective running modes.
[0009] A first aspect of the invention is a control appa-
ratus for a hybrid vehicle. The hybrid vehicle includes an
engine, a first rotating electrical machine, an output shaft,
a second rotating electrical machine, a planetary gear
mechanism, a changeover device and an electronic con-
trol unit. The output shaft is connected to a driving wheel.
The second rotating electrical machine is connected to
the output shaft. The planetary gear mechanism mechan-
ically couples the engine, the first rotating electrical ma-
chine and the output shaft to one another. The change-
over device is configured to change a coupling state of
the planetary gear mechanism with respect to the engine
and the output shaft. The electronic control unit is con-
figured to control the changeover device such that the
coupling state of the planetary gear mechanism is
changed. The electronic control unit is configured to se-
lect one of three running modes by changing the coupling
state of the planetary gear mechanism in accordance
with a load level of the hybrid vehicle. The three running
modes are a series mode, a series-parallel mode and a
parallel mode. The series mode is a mode in which a
motive power of the engine is transmitted to the first ro-
tating electrical machine and converted into an electric
power. The series-parallel mode is a mode in which part
of a motive power of the engine is mechanically trans-
mitted to the output shaft by a torque of the first rotating
electrical machine, and the remaining motive power of
the engine is transmitted to one of the first rotating elec-
trical machine and the second rotating electrical machine
and converted into an electric power. The parallel mode
is a mode in which a motive power of the engine is me-
chanically transmitted to the output shaft with a deceler-
ation ratio mechanically fixed to a predetermined ratio.
The deceleration ratio is a ratio of a rotational speed of
the engine to a rotational speed of the output shaft. The
load level of the hybrid vehicle becomes low in order of
a first load level, a second load level and a third load
level. The first load level is a level at which the parallel
mode is selected. The second load level is a level at
which the series-parallel mode is selected. The third load
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level is a level at which the series mode is selected.
[0010] According to the foregoing configuration, the
running mode can be changed over to one of the series
mode, the series-parallel mode and the parallel mode by
changing the coupling state of the planetary gear mech-
anism through the control of the changeover device. The
aforementioned three running modes are common to one
another in that the hybrid vehicle runs with the engine in
operation. On the other hand, the three running modes
are different in characteristics (engine thermal efficiency
and motive power transmission efficiency) from one an-
other as a result of differences in a motive power trans-
mission path, as will be described below.
[0011] The series mode is a mode in which the me-
chanical transmission of the motive power between the
engine and the output shaft is shut off due to a change
in the coupling state of the planetary gear mechanism.
Therefore, the rotational speed of the engine can be ad-
justed to an optimal value without being bound by the
vehicle speed. On the other hand, the series mode is
premised on the driving of the second rotating electrical
machine by the electric power generated by the first ro-
tating electrical machine. In the series mode, therefore,
a certain percentage of electric conversion loss is caused
in each of the rotating electrical machines. Accordingly,
the series mode has such characteristics that the motive
power transmission efficiency falls by the electric con-
version loss while the engine thermal efficiency can be
optimized.
[0012] The series-parallel mode is a mode in which the
rotational speed of the engine can be adjusted to an op-
timal value without being bound by the vehicle speed, by
appropriately adjusting the rotational speed of the first
rotating electrical machine in accordance with the vehicle
speed (the rotational speed of the output shaft). On the
other hand, in the series-parallel mode, the motive power
transmission efficiency changes in accordance with the
load level of the vehicle. In concrete terms, the deceler-
ation ratio (the ratio of the rotational speed of the engine
to the rotational speed of the output shaft) is small when
the load is low. Then, when the first rotating electrical
machine assumes a negative rotation state due to the
small deceleration ratio, the motive power of the engine
is converted into an electric power by the second rotating
electrical machine. Then, there occurs a phenomenon in
which the electric power is supplied to the first rotating
electrical machine (which will be referred to hereinafter
as "motive power circulation"), and a large loss is caused
due to this motive power circulation. Therefore, the mo-
tive power transmission efficiency is lower in a low load
region than in an intermediate load region. On the other
hand, the deceleration ratio is large in a high load region.
Then, when the first rotating electrical machine assumes
a high rotation state due to the large deceleration ratio,
the electric conversion loss becomes large. Therefore,
the motive power transmission efficiency is lower when
the load is high than when the load is intermediate, by
the electric conversion loss. Accordingly, the series-par-

allel mode has characteristics in which the motive power
transmission efficiency is mountainous in accordance
with the load level of the vehicle (high in the intermediate
load region and low in the low load region and the high
load region) while the engine thermal efficiency can be
optimized in the same manner as in the series mode.
[0013] In the parallel mode, the deceleration ratio is
mechanically fixed to the predetermined ratio, and the
engine and the output shaft are directly connected to
each other, so the motive power of the engine can be
more efficiently transmitted to the output shaft than in the
other modes. Furthermore, the parallel mode is not prem-
ised on electric power conversion by each of the rotating
electrical machines. Therefore, the electric conversion
loss is also small in the parallel mode. Accordingly, the
parallel mode is more excellent in motive power trans-
mission efficiency than the other modes. On the other
hand, in the parallel mode, the rotational speed of the
engine is bound by the vehicle speed since the deceler-
ation ratio is fixed to the predetermined ratio, so it may
be impossible to operate the engine on an optimal fuel
consumption operating line. However, the engine ther-
mal efficiency is originally high when the load is high. As
described hitherto, the parallel mode is more excellent
in motive power transmission efficiency than the other
modes, but on the other hand, may be less excellent in
engine thermal efficiency than the other modes. It should
be noted, however, that the engine thermal efficiency can
be held at a rather high value when the load is high.
[0014] In consideration of the differences in character-
istics as described above, according to the foregoing con-
figuration, the load level of the hybrid vehicle is set in
such a manner as to descend in the order of the load
level at which the parallel mode is selected, the load level
at which the series-parallel mode is selected, and the
load level at which the series mode is selected. That is,
in the intermediate load region, the series parallel mode,
which is excellent in engine thermal efficiency and motive
power transmission efficiency, is selected. In the low load
region, the series mode is selected, so the motive power
transmission efficiency can be restrained from falling,
while maintaining a merit of being excellent in engine
thermal efficiency. In the high load region, the parallel
mode, which is more excellent in motive power transmis-
sion efficiency than the other modes and is rather high
in engine thermal efficiency as well, is selected.
[0015] The foregoing configuration makes it possible
to select an optimal running mode in consideration of
characteristics of the series mode, the series-parallel
mode and the parallel mode in a hybrid vehicle that is
configured to be able to select one of the respective run-
ning modes.
[0016] In the control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle,
the electronic control unit may be configured to determine
the load level using a first predicted value as a parameter
when the engine is assumed to be operated on an optimal
fuel consumption operating line in the series-parallel
mode. The first predicted value may be a predicted value
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of the deceleration ratio determined, by the electric con-
trol unit, from a driver’s required driving force and a ve-
hicle speed. The electronic control unit may be config-
ured to select the series mode when the first predicted
value is smaller than a first threshold. The electronic con-
trol unit may be configured to select the series-parallel
mode when the first predicted value is larger than the
first threshold and smaller than a second threshold. The
electronic control unit may be configured to select the
parallel mode when the first predicted value is larger than
the second threshold.
[0017] According to the foregoing configuration, when
the engine is assumed to be operated on the optimal fuel
consumption operating line (a line obtained by linking
maximum thermal efficiency points with respect to the
rotational speed of the engine with one another) in the
series-parallel mode, the electronic control unit deter-
mines the load level, using the predicted value of the
deceleration ratio, which is determined from the driver’s
required driving force and the vehicle speed, as a param-
eter. When the predicted value of the deceleration ratio
is smaller than the first threshold, it is determined that
the load level is in the low load region where motive power
circulation can occur in the series-parallel mode, and the
series mode is selected. When the predicted value of the
deceleration ratio is larger than the first threshold and
smaller than the second threshold, it is determined that
the load level is in the intermediate load region, and the
series-parallel mode, which is best suited for the inter-
mediate load region, is selected. When the predicted val-
ue of the deceleration ratio is larger than the second
threshold, it is determined that the load level is in the high
load region, and the parallel mode, which is best suited
for the high load region, is selected. Thus, the optimal
running mode corresponding to the load level can be se-
lected.
[0018] In the control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle,
the first threshold may be set to a value that is smaller
than an optimal deceleration ratio by a first predeter-
mined value. The optimal deceleration ratio may be the
deceleration ratio when the engine is assumed to be op-
erated on the optimal fuel consumption operating line in
the series-parallel mode and a rotational speed of the
first rotating electrical machine is assumed to be 0. The
second threshold may be set to a value that is larger than
the optimal deceleration ratio by a second predetermined
value.
[0019] In the series-parallel mode, when the engine is
operated on the optimal fuel consumption operating line
and the rotational speed of the first rotating electrical ma-
chine is equal to 0, the engine thermal efficiency is opti-
mized, the electric conversion loss of the first rotating
electrical machine is minimized, and the motive power
transmission efficiency is maximized. Therefore, accord-
ing to the foregoing configuration, the first threshold is
set to the value that is smaller than the optimal deceler-
ation ratio (the deceleration ratio when the engine is op-
erated on the optimal fuel consumption operating line

and the rotational speed of the first rotating electrical ma-
chine is equal to 0) by the first predetermined value. Then,
the second threshold is set to the value that is larger than
the optimal deceleration ratio by the second predeter-
mined value. Thus, the region where the series-parallel
mode is selected includes the region where the deceler-
ation ratio is equal to the optimal deceleration ratio. As
a result, when the series-parallel mode is selected, the
motive power transmission efficiency can be enhanced
by making the deceleration ratio equal or close to the
optimal deceleration ratio, while optimizing the engine
thermal efficiency.
[0020] In the control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle,
the electronic control unit may be configured to determine
the load level using a second predicted value as a pa-
rameter. The second predicted value may be a predicted
value of a rotational speed of the first rotating electrical
machine, and is to be achieved when the engine is op-
erated on an optimal fuel consumption operating line in
the series-parallel mode. The electronic control unit may
be configured to select the series mode when the second
predicted value is smaller than a third threshold. The elec-
tronic control unit may be configured to select the series-
parallel mode when the second predicted value is higher
than the third threshold and lower than a fourth threshold.
The electronic control unit may be configured to select
the parallel mode when the second predicted value is
higher than the fourth threshold.
[0021] According to the foregoing configuration, the
electronic control unit determine the load level using, as
the parameter, the predicted value of the rotational speed
of the first rotating electrical machine, and is to be
achieved when the engine is operated on the optimal fuel
consumption operating line in the series-parallel mode.
Then, when the predicted value of the rotational speed
is lower than the first threshold, it is determined that the
load level is in the low load region where motive power
circulation can occur in the series-parallel mode, and the
series mode is selected. When the predicted value of the
rotational speed is higher than the third threshold and
lower than the fourth threshold, it is determined that the
load level is in the intermediate load region, and the se-
ries-parallel mode, which is best suited for the interme-
diate load region, is selected. When the predicted value
of the rotational speed is higher than the fourth threshold,
it is determined that the load level is in the high load
region, and the parallel mode, which is best suited for
the high load region, is selected. Thus, the optimal run-
ning mode corresponding to the load level can be select-
ed.
[0022] In the control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle,
the third threshold may be set to a negative value that is
lower than 0 by a third predetermined value. The fourth
threshold may be set to a positive value that is higher
than 0 by a fourth predetermined value.
[0023] In the series-parallel mode, when the engine is
operated on the optimal fuel consumption operating line
and the rotational speed of the first rotating electrical ma-
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chine is equal to 0, the engine thermal efficiency is opti-
mized, the electric conversion loss of the first rotating
electrical machine is minimized, and the motive power
transmission efficiency is maximized. Therefore, accord-
ing to the foregoing configuration, the third threshold is
set to the value that is smaller than 0 by the third prede-
termined value, and the fourth threshold is set to the value
that is larger than 0 by the fourth predetermined value.
Thus, the region where the series-parallel mode is se-
lected includes the region where the rotational speed of
the first rotating electrical machine is equal to 0. As a
result, when the series-parallel mode is selected, the mo-
tive power transmission efficiency can be enhanced by
making the rotational speed of the first rotating electrical
machine equal or close to 0, while optimizing the engine
thermal efficiency.
[0024] In the control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle,
the electronic control unit may be configured to determine
the load level using a required driving torque of the hybrid
vehicle as a parameter. The electronic control unit may
be configured to select the series mode when the re-
quired driving torque is smaller than a third threshold.
The electronic control unit may be configured to select
the series-parallel mode when the required driving torque
is larger than the third threshold and smaller than a fourth
threshold. The electronic control unit may be configured
to select the parallel mode when the required driving
torque is larger than the fourth threshold.
[0025] According to the foregoing configuration, the
electronic control unit determines the load level using the
required driving torque of the hybrid vehicle as the pa-
rameter. Then, when the required driving torque is small-
er than the third threshold, it is determined that the load
level is in the low load region where motive power circu-
lation occurs in the series-parallel mode, and the series
mode is selected. When the required driving torque is
larger than the third threshold and smaller than the fourth
threshold, it is determined that the load level is in the
intermediate load region, and the series-parallel mode,
which is best suited for the intermediate load region, is
selected. When the required driving torque is larger than
the third threshold, it is determined that the load level is
in the high load region, and the parallel mode, which is
best suited for the high load region, is selected. Thus,
the optimal running mode corresponding to the load level
can be selected.
[0026] A second aspect of the invention is a control
method for a hybrid vehicle. The hybrid vehicle includes
an engine, a first rotating electrical machine, an output
shaft, a second rotating electrical machine, a planetary
gear mechanism, a changeover device and an electronic
control unit. The output shaft is connected to a driving
wheel. The second rotating electrical machine is con-
nected to the output shaft. The planetary gear mecha-
nism mechanically couples the engine, the first rotating
electrical machine and the output shaft to one another.
The changeover device is configured to change a cou-
pling state of the planetary gear mechanism with respect

to the engine and the output shaft. The control method
includes: controlling, by the electronic control unit, the
changeover device such that the coupling state of the
planetary gear mechanism is changed, and selecting, by
the electronic control unit, one of three running modes,
by changing the coupling state of the planetary gear
mechanism in accordance with a load level of the hybrid
vehicle. The three running modes are a series mode, a
series-parallel mode and a parallel mode. The series
mode is a mode in which a motive power of the engine
is transmitted to the first rotating electrical machine and
converted into an electric power. The series-parallel
mode is a mode in which part of a motive power of the
engine is mechanically transmitted to the output shaft by
a torque of the first rotating electrical machine, and the
remaining motive power of the engine is transmitted to
one of the first rotating electrical machine and the second
rotating electrical machine and converted into an electric
power. The parallel mode is a mode in which a motive
power of the engine is mechanically transmitted to the
output shaft with a deceleration ratio mechanically fixed
to a predetermined ratio. The deceleration ratio is a ratio
of a rotational speed of the engine to a rotational speed
of the output shaft. The load level of the hybrid vehicle
becomes low in order of a first load level, a second load
level and a third load level. The first load level is a load
level at which the parallel mode is selected. The second
load level is a load level at which the series-parallel mode
is selected. The third load level is a load level at which
the series mode is selected.
[0027] The foregoing configuration makes it possible
to select an optimal running mode in consideration of
characteristics of the series mode, the series-parallel
mode and the parallel mode in a hybrid vehicle that is
configured to select one of the respective running modes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0028] Features, advantages, and technical and indus-
trial significance of an exemplary embodiment of the in-
vention will be described below with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which like numerals denote like
elements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing an example
of the general configuration of a hybrid vehicle;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of the
configuration of a control apparatus;
FIG. 3 is an engagement chart showing control
states in respective running modes;
FIG. 4 is a view schematically showing iso-thermal
efficiency curves and an optimal fuel consumption
operating line of an engine;
FIG. 5 is a view showing an image of a load level at
which each of the running modes is selected;
FIG. 6 is a view schematically showing a correspond-
ing relationship between the load level and a motive
power transmission efficiency in each of the running

7 8 



EP 3 263 417 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

modes;
FIG. 7 shows an alignment chart in the case where
a deceleration ratio γ is equal to an optimal deceler-
ation ratio γc during a series-parallel mode;
FIG. 8 shows an alignment chart in the case where
the deceleration ratio γ is smaller than the optimal
deceleration ratio γc during the series-parallel mode;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart (part 1) showing an exemplary
processing procedure of the control apparatus;
FIG. 10 is a flowchart (part 2) showing an exemplary
processing procedure of the control apparatus;
FIG. 11 is a flowchart (part 3) showing an exemplary
processing procedure of the control apparatus;
FIG. 12 is a view (part 1) schematically showing a
drive device;
FIG. 13 is a view (part 2) schematically showing the
drive device;
FIG. 14 is a view (part 3) schematically showing the
drive device; and
FIG. 15 is a view (part 4) schematically showing the
drive device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

[0029] The embodiment of the invention will be de-
scribed hereinafter in detail with reference to the draw-
ings. Incidentally, like or equivalent components in the
drawings are denoted by like reference symbols, and the
description thereof will not be repeated.
[0030] FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing an ex-
ample of the general configuration of a vehicle 1 accord-
ing to the present embodiment of the invention. The ve-
hicle 1 includes a drive device 2, driving wheels 90, an
electronic control unit 100 and a hydraulic circuit 500.
The drive device 2 includes an engine 10, a first motor-
generator (a first MG) 20, a second motor-generator (a
second MG) 30, a first planetary gear device (a motive
power division device) 40, a second planetary gear de-
vice 50, a clutch C1, a clutch C2 and a brake B1. The
second planetary gear device 50, the clutches C1 and
C2, the brake B1 and the hydraulic circuit 500 function
as a changeover device. As will be described later, the
changeover device changes over the connection state
of the engine 10 and the first planetary gear device 40.
[0031] The vehicle 1 is a hybrid vehicle that runs using
the motive power of at least one of the engine 10, the
first MG 20 and the second MG 30. The engine 10 is, for
example, an internal combustion engine such as a gaso-
line engine, a diesel engine or the like. Each of the first
MG 20 and the second MG 30 is a rotating electrical
machine (e.g., a permanent magnet-type three-phase
AC rotating electrical machine) that functions as both a
motor and a generator. The first MG 20 and the second
MG 30 are electrically connected to a battery for driving
(not shown). The first MG 20 is driven by at least one of
the electric power generated by the second MG 30 and
the electric power supplied from the battery for driving.
The second MG 30 is driven by at least one of the electric

power generated by the first MG 20 and the electric power
supplied from the battery for driving.
[0032] A rotary shaft 22 is fixed to a rotor of the first
MG 20, and a rotary shaft 31 is fixed to a rotor of the
second MG 30. Incidentally, the rotary shaft 22 is ar-
ranged on a first axis 12, and the rotary shaft 31 is ar-
ranged on a second axis 14 that is parallel to the first axis
12.
[0033] The first MG 20, the second planetary gear de-
vice 50, the first planetary gear device 40, the clutch C2,
the clutch C1 and the engine 10 are sequentially arranged
on the first axis 12.
[0034] The second planetary gear device 50 includes
a sun gear S2, a plurality of pinion gears P2, a carrier
CA2 that connects the respective pinion gears P2 to one
another, and a ring gear R2. The second planetary gear
device 50 is a single planetary gear.
[0035] The sun gear S2 is fixed to the rotary shaft 22.
The ring gear R2 is provided on an outer periphery side
of the sun gear S2, and is arranged such that a rotation
center thereof is coaxial with the first axis 12. The carrier
CA2 is provided rotatably around the first axis 12, and
rotatably supports the respective pinion gears P2. The
respective pinion gears P2 are arranged between the
sun gear S2 and the ring gear R2. The pinion gears P2
are provided rotatably around the sun gear S2 and rotat-
ably around their own central axes.
[0036] As will be described later, there is established
a relationship in which the rotational speed of the sun
gear S2, the rotational speed of the carrier CA2 and the
rotational speed of the ring gear R2 are linked with one
another by a straight line on an alignment chart (a rela-
tionship in which if the rotational speeds of any two of
the rotary elements are determined, the rotational speed
of the other rotary element is also determined, which will
be referred to hereinafter also as "a relationship of the
alignment chart").
[0037] The first planetary gear device 40 includes a
sun gear S1, a plurality of pinion gears P1, a carrier CA1
that connects the respective pinion gears P1 to one an-
other, and a ring gear R1. The first planetary gear device
40 is a single planetary gear.
[0038] The sun gear S1 is fixed to the rotary shaft 22,
and is provided rotatably around the first axis 12. There-
fore, the rotary shaft 22, the sun gear S 1 and the sun
gear S2 rotate integrally with one another.
[0039] The ring gear R1 is arranged on an outer pe-
riphery side of the sun gear S1, and is provided rotatably
around the first axis 12. The carrier CA2 is connected to
the ring gear R1. The ring gear R1 and the carrier CA2
rotate integrally with each other.
[0040] The respective pinion gears P1 are arranged
between the sun gear S1 and the ring gear R1, and mesh
with the sun gear S1 and the ring gear R1. The pinion
gears P1 are provided rotatably around the sun gear S1,
and are provided rotatably around their own axes. The
carrier CA1 rotatably supports the respective pinion
gears P1, and is provided rotatably around the first axis
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12.
[0041] As will be described later, there is established
a relationship in which the rotational speed of the sun
gear S1, the rotational speed of the carrier CA1 and the
rotational speed of the ring gear R1 are linked with one
another by a straight line on an alignment chart (the re-
lationship of the alignment chart).
[0042] The brake B1 is provided on an outer periphery
side of the ring gear R2, and is provided in a case 25 of
the drive device 2. The brake B1 is a hydraulic frictional
engagement element that can keep the ring gear R2 from
rotating. When the brake B1 is engaged, the ring gear
R2 is fixed to the case 25, and is kept from rotating. When
the brake B1 is released, the ring gear R2 is allowed to
rotate.
[0043] The clutch C2 is a hydraulic frictional engage-
ment element that can couple a crankshaft 21 of the en-
gine 10 and the carrier CA1 to each other. When the
clutch C2 is engaged, the crankshaft 21 and the carrier
CA1 are coupled to each other, and rotate integrally with
each other. When the clutch C2 is released, the carrier
CA1 is decoupled from the crankshaft 21.
[0044] The clutch C1 is a hydraulic frictional engage-
ment element that can couple the rotary shaft 22 (the sun
gear S 1 and the sun gear S2) and the crankshaft 21 to
each other. When the clutch C1 is engaged, the rotary
shaft 22 and the crankshaft 21 are coupled to each other,
and the motive power of the engine 10 can be directly
transmitted to the first MG 20. On the other hand, when
the clutch C1 is released, the crankshaft 21 of the engine
10 is decoupled from the rotary shaft 22.
[0045] Outer peripheral teeth that mesh with a driven
gear 71 are formed on an outer peripheral surface of the
ring gear R1. The driven gear 71 is fixed to one end side
of a counter shaft (which will be referred to hereinafter
also as "an output shaft") 70. The motive power from the
engine 10 and the motive power from the first MG 20 are
transmitted to the output shaft 70 through the ring gear
R 1 and the driven gear 71.
[0046] The output shaft 70 is arranged parallel to the
first axis 12 and the second axis 14. A drive gear 72 is
provided on the other end side of the output shaft 70.
The drive gear 72 meshes with a differential ring gear 81
of a differential gear 80. A drive shaft 82 is connected to
the differential gear 80. The driving wheels 90 are con-
nected to the drive shaft 82. Therefore, rotation of the
output shaft 70 is transmitted to the driving wheels 90
through the differential gear 80.
[0047] A reduction gear 32 is fixed to the rotary shaft
31 of the second MG 30. The reduction gear 32 meshes
with the driven gear 71. Therefore, the motive power from
the second MG 30 is transmitted to the output shaft 70
through the reduction gear 32.
[0048] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example
of the configuration of an electronic control unit 100
shown in FIG. 1. The electronic control unit 100 includes
an HV electronic control unit (ECU) 150, an MGECU 160
and an engine ECU 170. Each of the HVECU 150, the

MGECU 160 and the engine ECU 170 is configured to
include a computer.
[0049] The MGECU 160 adjusts the value of a current
that is supplied to the first MG 20 based on an MG1 torque
command from the HVECU 150, and controls the output
of the first MG 20. Besides, the MGECU 160 adjusts the
value of a current that is supplied to the second MG 30
based on an MG2 torque command from the HVECU
150, and controls the output of the second MG 30.
[0050] The engine ECU 170 controls the output of the
engine 10 by controlling the opening degree of an elec-
tronic throttle valve of the engine 10, the ignition timing
of the engine 10, the fuel injection amount of the engine
10 and the like, based on an engine torque command
from the HVECU 150.
[0051] The HVECU 150 comprehensively controls the
entire vehicle. A vehicle speed sensor, an accelerator
depression amount sensor, an engine rotational speed
sensor, an MG1 rotational speed sensor, an MG2 rota-
tional speed sensor, an output shaft rotational speed sen-
sor, a battery monitoring unit and the like are connected
to the HVECU 150. Through the use of these sensors,
the HVECU 150 acquires a vehicle speed, an accelerator
depression amount, a rotational speed of the engine 10,
a rotational speed of the first MG 20, a rotational speed
of the second MG 30, a rotational speed of the output
shaft 70, a state of the battery for driving (not shown),
and the like.
[0052] The HVECU 150 calculates a required driving
force of the vehicle, a required power of the vehicle, a
required torque of the vehicle or the like, based on the
acquired information. The HVECU 150 determines an
output torque of the first MG 20, an output torque of the
second MG 30 and an output torque of the engine 10,
based on the required value thus calculated. The HVECU
150 outputs a command value of an MG1 torque and a
command value of an MG2 torque to the MGECU 160.
Besides, the HVECU 150 outputs a command value of
an engine torque to the engine ECU 170.
[0053] The HVECU 150 outputs command values (Pb-
Cl, PbC2) of oil pressures supplied to the clutches C1
and C2 respectively, and a command value (PbB1) of an
oil pressure supplied to the brake B1, to the hydraulic
circuit 500 of FIG. 1. The hydraulic circuit 500 supplies
oil pressures corresponding to the command values
PbC1, PbC2 and PbB1 to the clutches C 1 and C2 and
the brake B1 respectively. Thus, the states (engage-
ment/release) of the clutches C1 and C2 and the brake
B1 are changed over.
[0054] Incidentally, FIG. 1 shows an example in which
the ECU is divided into three ECU’s, namely, the HVECU
150, the MGECU 160 and the engine ECU 170, but the
number of ECU’s should not necessarily be three. The
ECU may be divided into two, four or more ECU’s.
[0055] Besides, these ECU’s may be integrated into a
single ECU as a whole. The HVECU 150, the MGECU
160 and the engine ECU 170 will be described hereinafter
as the electronic control unit 100, instead of being distin-
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guished from one another.
[0056] The running mode of the vehicle 1 includes a
motor running mode (which will be referred to hereinafter
as "an EV running mode") and a hybrid running (which
will be referred to hereinafter as "HV running") mode.
[0057] The EV running mode is a mode in which the
engine 10 is stopped and the vehicle 1 is caused to run
by the motive power of at least one of the first MG 20 and
the second MG 30. In the present embodiment of the
invention, the EV running mode includes "an MG2 single
drive mode" in which the motive power of the second MG
30 alone is used, and "a double drive mode" in which
both the motive power of the first MG 20 and the motive
power of the second MG 30 are used.
[0058] The HV running mode is a mode in which the
engine 10 is operated and the vehicle 1 is caused to run
by the motive power of the engine 10 and the motive
power of at least one of the first MG 20 and the second
MG 30. In the present embodiment of the invention, the
HV running mode includes a series running mode (which
will be referred to hereinafter simply as "a series mode"
as well), a series-parallel running mode (which will be
referred to hereinafter simply as "a series-parallel mode"
as well), and a parallel running mode (which will be re-
ferred to hereinafter simply as "a parallel mode" as well).
[0059] In the series mode, the entire motive power of
the engine 10 is transmitted to the first MG 20 and con-
verted into an electric power, and the second MG 30 is
driven by the electric power.
[0060] In the series-parallel mode, part of the motive
power of the engine 10 is mechanically transmitted to the
output shaft 70, and the remaining motive power is trans-
mitted to the first MG 20 and converted into an electric
power. The second MG 30 is driven by the electric power.
[0061] In the parallel mode, the motive power of the
engine 10 is mechanically transmitted to the output shaft
70, and the motive power of at least one of the first MG
20 and the second MG 30 is transmitted to the output
shaft 70 as necessary.
[0062] Incidentally, in any one of the series mode, the
series-parallel mode and the parallel mode, an electric
power can be generated by at least one of the first MG
20 and the second MG 30 as necessary, and the battery
for driving can be charged with the electric power.
[0063] The electronic control unit 100 selects one of
the aforementioned plurality of the running modes by
controlling the control states (engagement/release) of
the clutches C 1 and C2 and the brake B1 and the driving
of the engine 10, the first MG 20 and the second MG 30.
[0064] FIG. 3 is an engagement chart showing the con-
trol states of the clutches C1 and C2 and the brake B1
in the respective running modes. In FIG. 3, "C1", "C2",
"B1", "MG1" and "MG2" denote the clutch C1, the clutch
C2, the brake B1, the first MG 20 and the second MG
30. Each circle in respective sections of C1, C2 and B1
indicates "engagement", and each blank indicates "re-
lease".
[0065] In the MG2 single drive mode, the clutch C 1 is

engaged, and the clutch C2 and the brake B1 are re-
leased. In this state, the electronic control unit 100 stops
the engine 10, and operates the second MG 30 as a
motor. Thus, the sun gears S 1 and S2, which are coupled
to the engine 10, do not rotate. On the other hand, the
ring gear R2 is not kept from rotating, so the output shaft
70 rotates in accordance with the torque of the second
MG 30.
[0066] In the double drive mode, the brake B1 is en-
gaged, and the clutches C1 and C2 are released. In this
state, the electronic control unit 100 stops the engine 10,
and operates the first MG 20 and the second MG 30 as
motors. The brake B1 is engaged, and the ring gear R2
is kept from rotating, so the torque of the first MG 20 is
transmitted to the output shaft 70 with the ring gear R2
serving as a fulcrum. Furthermore, the torque of the sec-
ond MG 30 is also transmitted to the output shaft 70.
[0067] In the series mode, the clutch C 1 is engaged,
and the clutch C2 and the brake B1 are released. Thus,
the engine 10 is coupled to the first MG 20, and the ring
gear R2 is not kept from rotating, so the engine 10 can
freely rotate without being bound by the vehicle speed
(the rotational speed of the output shaft 70). In this state,
the electronic control unit 100 operates the engine 10,
operates the first MG 20 as a generator, and operates
the second MG 30 as a motor. Thus, the motive power
of the engine 10 is transmitted to the first MG 20 and
temporarily converted into an electric power, and the sec-
ond MG 30 is driven by the electric power.
[0068] In the series-parallel mode, the clutch C2 is en-
gaged, and the other clutch C 1 and the brake B1 are
released. Thus, the engine 10 is coupled to the carrier
CA1 of the first planetary gear device 40. Therefore, the
engine 10 is coupled to the first MG 20 (the sun gear S1)
and the output shaft 70 (the ring gear R1) via the first
planetary gear device 40. In this state, the electronic con-
trol unit 100 operates the engine 10, and operates the
second MG 30 as a motor. In this case, the electronic
control unit 100 operates the first MG 20 such that the
torque of the first MG 20 acts in a negative direction.
Thus, the torque of the engine 10 is transmitted to the
ring gear R1 (the output shaft 70) with the torque of the
first MG 20 serving as a reactive force. Thus, in the series-
parallel mode, part of the motive power of the engine 10
is transmitted to the first MG 20 and converted into an
electric power, and the remaining motive power is me-
chanically transmitted to the output shaft 70 through the
use of the torque of the first MG 20.
[0069] In the parallel mode, one of shift speeds, name-
ly, first to fourth speeds that are different in a deceleration
ratio γ (the ratio of the rotational speed of the engine 10
to the rotational speed of the output shaft 70) from one
another is formed in accordance with a combination of
the control states of the clutches C1 and C2 and the brake
B1. When the first speed is formed, the clutch C 1 and
the brake B1 are engaged, and the clutch C2 is released.
When the second speed is formed, the clutch C2 and the
brake B1 are engaged, and the clutch C 1 is released.
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When the third speed is formed, the clutch C1 and the
clutch C2 are engaged, and the brake B1 is released.
[0070] When the fourth speed is formed, the clutch C2
is engaged, and the clutch C1 and the brake B1 are re-
leased. Furthermore, when the fourth speed is formed,
the current of the first MG 20 is subjected to feedback
control such that the rotational speed of the first MG 20
is fixed to zero (this control will be referred to hereinafter
also as "electric lock").
[0071] As described hitherto, in the parallel mode, one
of the shift speeds, namely, the first to fourth speeds is
formed, and the deceleration ratio γ is thereby mechan-
ically fixed to a predetermined value corresponding to
each of the shift speeds. In this state, the electronic con-
trol unit 100 operates the engine 10. Therefore, the mo-
tive power of the engine 10 can be mechanically efficient-
ly transmitted to the output shaft 70. Besides, the elec-
tronic control unit 100 operates at least one of the first
MG 20 and the second MG 30 as a motor, through the
use of the electric power of the battery for driving, as
necessary. Thus, the motive power of the first MG 20 and
the motive power of the second MG 30 as well as the
motive power of the engine 10 can be mechanically trans-
mitted to the output shaft 70.
[0072] FIG. 4 is a view schematically showing iso-ther-
mal efficiency lines and an optimal fuel consumption op-
erating line of the engine 10. In FIG. 4, the axis of abscissa
represents the rotational speed of the engine 10, and the
axis of ordinate represents the torque of the engine 10.
In FIG. 4, the iso-thermal efficiency lines are indicated
by substantially elliptical broken lines, and the optimal
fuel consumption operating line is indicated by a solid
line.
[0073] The iso-thermal efficiency curves (the broken
lines) indicate that the thermal efficiency of the engine
10 (which will be referred to hereinafter also as "an engine
thermal efficiency") improves and the fuel consumption
rate (the consumption of fuel per unit work) decreases
(improves) as the area of an ellipse forming each of the
iso-thermal efficiency curves decreases. Accordingly,
the region surrounded by the iso-thermal efficiency curve
formed by the innermost ellipse is a region with the best
engine thermal efficiency (a region with the best fuel con-
sumption rate).
[0074] The optimal fuel consumption operating line
(the solid line) is an operating line of the engine 10 that
is determined in advance by a designer using, as a ref-
erence, a line obtained by linking operating points at
which the engine thermal efficiency is maximized (the
fuel consumption rate is minimized) with respect to the
rotational speed of the engine 10. Accordingly, the engine
thermal efficiency is good when the engine 10 is operated
on the optimal fuel consumption operating line.
[0075] As described above, the vehicle 1 can make a
changeover between the EV running mode in which the
vehicle 1 runs with the engine 10 stopped and the HV
running mode in which the vehicle 1 runs with the engine
10 in operation. Furthermore, in the HV running mode, a

changeover among the series mode, the series-parallel
mode and the parallel mode can be made. The electronic
control unit 100 according to the present embodiment of
the invention selects one of these running modes in ac-
cordance with the load level of the vehicle 1.
[0076] FIG. 5 is a view showing an image of the load
levels at which the respective running modes are select-
ed. Incidentally, the axis of ordinate represents the re-
quired driving torque of the vehicle 1 as a parameter in-
dicating the load level. The axis of abscissa of FIG. 5
represents the vehicle speed. A line K1 indicates that the
load level is equal to a first level value L1. A line K2 in-
dicates that the load level is equal to a second level value
L2. A line K3 indicates that the load level is equal to a
third level value L3. As shown in FIG. 5, each of the level
values L1 to L3 is a variable value that is changed in a
decreasing manner as the vehicle speed rises.
[0077] As shown in FIG. 5, in a region where the load
level (the required driving torque) is lower than the first
level value L1, the engine thermal efficiency is low, so
the EV running mode is selected. In a region where the
load level is higher than the first level value L1, the HV
running mode in which the vehicle runs with the engine
10 in operation is selected.
[0078] In the HV running mode, one of the series mode,
the series-parallel mode and the parallel mode is select-
ed. In the present embodiment of the invention, as shown
in FIG. 5, the load level of the vehicle 1 descends in the
order of the load level at which the parallel mode is se-
lected, the load level at which the series-parallel mode
is selected, and the load level at which the series mode
is selected. That is, in a low load region where the load
level is higher than the first level value L1 and lower than
a second level value L2 (L2 > L1), the series mode is
selected. In an intermediate load region where the load
level is higher than the second level value L2 and lower
than a third level value L3 (L3 > L2), the series-parallel
mode is selected. In a high load region where the load
level is higher than the third level value L3, the parallel
mode is selected.
[0079] As described hitherto, in the case where the HV
running mode is selected, the electronic control unit 100
according to the present embodiment of the invention
selects the series mode when the load is low, selects the
series-parallel mode when the load is intermediate, and
selects the parallel mode when the load is high. Thus,
the optimal running mode can be selected in considera-
tion of the differences in characteristics among the re-
spective running modes. The reason for this will be de-
scribed hereinafter in detail.
[0080] While the three running modes, namely, the se-
ries mode, the series-parallel mode and the parallel mode
are identical to one another in that the vehicle runs with
the engine 10 in operation, they are different from one
another in motive power transmission efficiency (the rate
at which the motive power of the engine 10, the motive
power of the MG 20 and the motive power of the MG 30
are transmitted to the output shaft 70) and engine thermal
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efficiency (the fuel consumption rate of the engine 10).
Thus, the differences in motive power transmission effi-
ciency and engine thermal efficiency among the respec-
tive running modes will be described.
[0081] First of all, the differences in motive power
transmission efficiency among the respective running
modes will be described.
[0082] FIG. 6 is a view schematically showing a corre-
sponding relationship between the load level and the mo-
tive power transmission efficiency in each of the running
modes in the case where the vehicle speed is constantly
equal to a predetermined value V0 (see FIG. 5). Inciden-
tally, in FIG. 6, the axis of abscissa represents the de-
celeration ratio γ as a parameter indicating the load level,
and the axis of ordinate represents a theoretical trans-
mission efficiency η (a theoretical motive power trans-
mission efficiency). Incidentally, it is meant that the load
level rises as the deceleration ratio γ increases. In FIG.
6, the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the series-
parallel mode is indicated by a broken line, the theoretical
transmission efficiency η in the series mode is indicated
by an alternate long and short dash line, and the theo-
retical transmission efficiency η in the parallel mode is
indicated by an alternate long and two short dashes line.
Respective thresholds γ1 and γ2 (which will be described
later) shown in FIG. 6 correspond to the second level
value L2 and the third level value L3 respectively when
the vehicle speed is equal to the predetermined value
V0, as shown in FIG. 5. Accordingly, the respective
thresholds γ1 and γ2 are variable values that are changed
in a decreasing manner as the vehicle speed rises.
[0083] The theoretical transmission efficiency η in the
series-parallel mode (indicated by the broken line) is
maximized when the deceleration ratio γ is equal to an
optimal deceleration ratio γc. Then, in a region where the
deceleration ratio γ is smaller than the optimal decelera-
tion ratio γc, the theoretical transmission efficiency η in
the series-parallel mode decreases as the deceleration
ratio γ decreases. Furthermore, in a region where the
deceleration ratio γ is larger than the optimal deceleration
ratio γc, the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the
series-parallel mode decreases as the deceleration ratio
γ increases. It should be noted herein that the optimal
deceleration ratio γc is the deceleration ratio γ at the time
when the rotational speed of the first MG 20 (which will
be referred to hereinafter also as "a first MG rotational
speed Nm1") is equal to 0.
[0084] FIG. 7 shows an alignment chart in the case
where the deceleration ratio γ is equal to the optimal de-
celeration ratio γc in the series-parallel mode. FIG. 8
shows an alignment chart in the case where the decel-
eration ratio γ is smaller than the optimal deceleration
ratio γc in the series-parallel mode. In each of the align-
ment charts shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, rotational speeds
of the rotary elements (the sun gears S 1 and S2, the
carriers CA1 and CA2 and the ring gears R1 and R2) of
each of the first planetary gear device 40 and the second
planetary gear device 50 are indicated by vertical lines

respectively. Furthermore, the intervals among the ver-
tical lines correspond to the gear ratios of each of the
first planetary gear device 40 and the second planetary
gear device 50 respectively. Then, the up-and-down di-
rection of each of the vertical lines is a rotational direction
(the upward direction of each of the vertical lines is a
positive direction, and the downward direction of each of
the vertical lines is a negative direction), and the position
in the up-and-down direction is a rotational speed. In
FIGS. 7 and 8, "Sun1" denotes the sun gear S1, "Sun 2"
denotes the sun gear S2, "Car1" denotes the carrier CA1,
"Car2" denotes the carrier CA2, "Ring1" denotes the ring
gear R1, and "Ring2" denotes the ring gear R2. Besides,
"C2" denotes the clutch C2, and a black circle of C2 in-
dicates "engagement". "ENG" denotes the engine 10,
"MG1" denotes the first MG 20, "MG2" denotes the sec-
ond MG 30, and "OUT" denotes the output shaft 70. "Te"
denotes a torque of the engine 10 (which will be referred
to hereinafter as "an engine torque"), "Tm1" denotes a
torque of the first MG 20 (which will be referred to here-
inafter as "a first MG torque"), and "Tm2" denotes a
torque of the second MG 30 (which will be referred to
hereinafter as "a second MG torque").
[0085] In the series-parallel mode, as described
above, the clutch C2 is engaged, and the other clutch C1
and the brake B1 are released. Thus, the engine 10 is
coupled to the carrier CA1 of the first planetary gear de-
vice 40.
[0086] As shown in FIG. 7, when the deceleration ratio
γ is equal to the optimal deceleration ratio γc, the first MG
rotational speed Nm1 is equal to 0, and the electric con-
version loss of the first MG 20 is minimized, so the motive
power transmission efficiency is maximized.
[0087] As shown in FIG. 8, when the deceleration ratio
γ is smaller than the optimal deceleration ratio γc in the
series-parallel mode, the first MG 20 is in a negative ro-
tation state (Nm1 < 0) due to the relationship of the align-
ment chart. In this state, with a view to applying the first
MG torque Tm1 in a negative direction to transmit the
motive power of the engine 10 to the output shaft 70, the
first MG 20 needs to be driven by being supplied with
electric power. Furthermore, when the motive power
transmitted to the output shaft 70 from the engine 10 is
excessive, the second MG 30 needs to generate electric
power to apply the second MG torque Tm2 in the negative
direction. That is, the motive power of the engine 10 trans-
mitted to the output shaft 70 using, as a reactive force,
the first MG torque Tm1 obtained through the driving of
the first MG 20 is converted into an electric power by the
second MG 30. Then, there may occur a phenomenon
in which the electric power is returned to the first MG 20
and used to drive the first MG 20 (which will be referred
to hereinafter as "motive power circulation"). This motive
power circulation leads to a large loss, so the theoretical
transmission efficiency becomes low.
[0088] On the other hand, in the high load region, when
the deceleration ratio γ becomes large and the rotational
speed of the first MG 20 assumes a positive high value
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due to this influence, the electric conversion loss be-
comes large. Therefore, the motive power transmission
efficiency is lower when the load is high than when the
load is intermediate.
[0089] Accordingly, the theoretical transmission effi-
ciency η in the series-parallel mode has the characteris-
tics of being mountainous in accordance with the decel-
eration ratio γ (the load level) (being high in the interme-
diate load region and low in the low load region and the
high load region), as shown in FIG. 6.
[0090] Incidentally, in the series-parallel mode, the the-
oretical transmission efficiency η in the case where the
deceleration ratio γ is larger than the optimal deceleration
ratio γc is expressed by an expression (1) shown below,
and the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the case
where the deceleration ratio γ is smaller than the optimal
deceleration ratio γc is expressed by an expression (2)
shown below. 

[0091] In the aforementioned expressions (1) and (2),
"η1" and "η2" denote the efficiency of the first MG 20 and
the efficiency of the second MG 30 respectively. "ηm"
denotes the machine efficiency of the first planetary gear
device 40. The optimal deceleration ratio γc is expressed
by an expression (3) shown below. 

[0092] In the aforementioned expression (3), "ρ" de-
notes the gear ratio of the first planetary gear device 40
(= the number of teeth of the sun gear S1 / the number
of teeth of the ring gear R1).
[0093] The series mode is premised on the driving of
the second MG 30 by the electric power generated by
the first MG 20. In the series mode, therefore, a certain
percentage of electric conversion loss is caused in each
of the MG’s 20 and 30. Accordingly, the theoretical trans-
mission efficiency η in the series mode (indicated by the
alternate long and short dash line) is lower than the peak
value of the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the
series-parallel mode by the electric conversion loss of
the first MG 20.
[0094] In the parallel mode, the deceleration ratio γ is
fixed, and the engine 10 and the output shaft 70 are di-
rectly connected to each other, so the motive power of
the engine 10 can be more efficiently transmitted to the
output shaft 70 than in the other modes. Furthermore,
the parallel mode is not premised on electric power con-
version by each of the MG’s 20 and 30. In the parallel
mode, therefore, the electric conversion loss is also

small. Accordingly, the theoretical transmission efficien-
cy η in the parallel mode (indicated by the alternate long
and two short dashes line) is as high as the peak value
of the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the series-
parallel mode.
[0095] Due to the differences as described above, as
shown in FIG. 6, in the low load region where the decel-
eration ratio γ is smaller than a threshold γ1 that is smaller
than the optimal deceleration ratio γc by a predetermined
value, the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the se-
ries mode (indicated by the alternate long and short dash
line) is higher than the theoretical transmission efficiency
η in the series-parallel mode (indicated by the broken
line). In the intermediate load region where the deceler-
ation ratio γ is between the threshold γ1 and a threshold
γ2, the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the series-
parallel mode (indicated by the broken line) is higher than
the theoretical transmission efficiency η in the series
mode (indicated by the alternate long and short dash
line). Besides, in the high load region where the decel-
eration ratio γ is larger than the threshold γ2, which is
larger than the optimal deceleration ratio γc by a prede-
termined value, the theoretical transmission efficiency η
in the parallel mode (indicated by the alternate long and
two short dashes line) is higher than the theoretical trans-
mission efficiency η in the series-parallel mode (indicated
by the broken line).
[0096] Next, the differences in engine thermal efficien-
cy among the respective running modes will be de-
scribed.
[0097] In the series-parallel mode, the engine 10 is
connected to the carrier CA1 of the first planetary gear
device 40. Therefore, the rotational speed of the engine
10 (the rotational speed of the carrier CA1) can be ad-
justed to an optimal value without being bound by the
vehicle speed, by appropriately adjusting the rotational
speed of the first MG 20 (the rotational speed of the sun
gear S1) in accordance with the vehicle speed (the rota-
tional speed of the ring gear R1). Accordingly, the engine
thermal efficiency can be made equal to an optimal value
in the series-parallel mode.
[0098] Besides, in the series mode, the clutch C1 is
engaged, the engine 10 is coupled to the first MG 20,
and the clutch C2 and the brake B1 are released. There-
fore, the rotational speed of the engine 10 can be adjust-
ed to the optimal value without being bound by the vehicle
speed. Accordingly, in the series mode as well as the
series-parallel mode, the engine thermal efficiency can
be made equal to the optimal value.
[0099] On the other hand, in the parallel mode, the de-
celeration ratio γ is mechanically fixed to a predetermined
value corresponding to a shift speed, so the rotational
speed of the engine 10 is bound by the vehicle speed.
Therefore, it may be impossible to optimize the engine
thermal efficiency. However, when the load is high, the
engine thermal efficiency is originally high, and is not
substantially different from the engine thermal efficiency
in each of the other modes.
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[0100] In view of the differences in characteristics as
described above, as shown in FIG. 5, in the vehicle 1
according to the present embodiment of the invention,
the load level is set to a value that descends in the order
of the load level at which the parallel mode is selected,
the load level at which the series-parallel mode is select-
ed, and the load level at which the series mode is select-
ed. That is, in the intermediate load region, the series-
parallel mode, which is excellent in engine thermal effi-
ciency and motive power transmission efficiency, is se-
lected. In the low load region, the series mode is selected.
Therefore, while there is a merit that the engine thermal
efficiency can be made equal to the optimal value, the
motive power transmission efficiency can be restrained
more from falling than in the case where the series-par-
allel mode is selected. In the high load region, the parallel
mode, which is more excellent in motive power transmis-
sion efficiency than the other modes and not substantially
different in engine thermal efficiency either from the other
modes, is selected. Therefore, the optimal running mode
can be selected in consideration of the characteristics
(the engine thermal efficiency and the motive power
transmission efficiency) of the respective running modes.
[0101] FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an exemplary
processing procedure at the time when the electronic
control unit 100 selects a running mode. This flowchart
is repeatedly executed on a predetermined cycle.
[0102] In step (the word "step" will be abbreviated here-
inafter as "S") 10, the electronic control unit 100 deter-
mines whether or not the load level is lower than the first
level value L1. In making this determination, a required
driving torque is used as the load level. That is, the elec-
tronic control unit 100 calculates the required driving
torque from an accelerator depression amount (an
amount of operation of an accelerator pedal by a driver)
or the like, calculates the first level value L1 from a vehicle
speed, and determines whether or not the required driv-
ing torque is smaller than the first level value L1 (see
FIG. 5).
[0103] If the load level is lower than the first level value
L1 (YES in S10), the electronic control unit 100 selects
the EV running mode in S11. Incidentally, in the EV run-
ning mode, as described above, one of the MG2 single
drive mode and the double drive mode is selected.
[0104] On the other hand, if the load level is higher
than the first level value L1 (NO in S10), the electronic
control unit 100 selects the HV running mode, and carries
out the processes starting from S20.
[0105] In S20, the electronic control unit 100 deter-
mines whether or not the load level is a low load level
that is lower than the second level value L2. In making
this determination, a predicted value of the deceleration
ratio γ that is determined from the driver’s required driving
force and the vehicle speed in the case where the engine
10 is assumed to be operated on the optimal fuel con-
sumption operating line in the series-parallel mode
(which will be referred to hereinafter simply as "the pre-
dicted value of the deceleration ratio γ" as well) is used

as the load level. The electronic control unit 100 calcu-
lates an optimal rotational speed of the engine 10 that
satisfies the required driving force (a rotational speed of
the engine 10 in outputting the required driving force on
the optimal fuel consumption operating line), and calcu-
lates the predicted value of the deceleration ratio γ by
dividing the optimal rotational speed of the engine 10 by
the rotational speed of the output shaft 70 corresponding
to the current vehicle speed. Then, the electronic control
unit 100 calculates the threshold γ1 from the vehicle
speed, and determines whether or not the predicted val-
ue of the deceleration ratio γ is smaller than the threshold
γ1 (see FIG. 6).
[0106] If the load level is the low load level (YES in
S20), namely, if the predicted value of the deceleration
ratio γ is smaller than the threshold γ1, the electronic con-
trol unit 100 selects the series mode, which can optimize
the engine thermal efficiency and is more excellent in
motive power transmission efficiency than the parallel
mode, in S21.
[0107] If the load level is not the low load level (NO in
S20), the electronic control unit 100 determines in S22
whether or not the load level is an intermediate load level
that is higher than the second level value L2 and lower
than the third level value L3. Incidentally, in the determi-
nation of S22 as well as the determination of S20, the
predicted value of the deceleration ratio γ is used as the
load level. The electronic control unit 100 calculates the
threshold γ2 from the vehicle speed, and determines
whether or not the predicted value of the deceleration
ratio γ is larger than the threshold γ1 and smaller than
the threshold γ2 (see FIG. 6).
[0108] If the load level is the intermediate load level
(YES in S22), namely, if the predicted value of the de-
celeration ratio γ is larger than the threshold γ1 and small-
er than the threshold γ2, the electronic control unit 100
selects the series-parallel mode, which can optimize the
engine thermal efficiency and is more excellent in motive
power transmission efficiency than the series mode, in
S23.
[0109] If the load level is not the intermediate load level
(NO in S22), the predicted value of the deceleration ratio
γ is larger than the threshold γ2 and hence is at a high
load level (see FIG. 6). Therefore, the electronic control
unit 100 selects the parallel mode, which is more excel-
lent in motive power transmission efficiency than the oth-
er modes and is not substantially different in engine ther-
mal efficiency either from the other modes, in S24. Inci-
dentally, in the parallel mode, as described above, one
of the shift speeds, namely, the first to fourth speeds is
formed in accordance with the accelerator depression
amount, the vehicle speed and the like.
[0110] As described above, in the vehicle 1 according
to the present embodiment of the invention, the load level
at which the parallel mode is selected, the load level at
which the series-parallel mode is selected, and the load
level at which the series mode is selected are set in such
a manner as to descend in this order. That is, in the in-
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termediate load region, the series-parallel mode, which
is excellent in engine thermal efficiency and motive power
transmission efficiency, is selected. In the low load re-
gion, the series mode, which can restrain the motive pow-
er transmission efficiency from falling while maintaining
a merit of being excellent in engine thermal efficiency, is
selected. In the high load region, the parallel mode, which
is more excellent in motive power transmission efficiency
than the other modes and is not substantially different in
engine thermal efficiency either from the other modes, is
selected. Therefore, the optimal running mode can be
selected in consideration of the characteristics (the en-
gine thermal efficiency and the motive power transmis-
sion efficiency) of the respective running modes.
[0111] Furthermore, in the present embodiment of the
invention, the predicted value of the deceleration ratio γ
is used as the parameter indicating the load level in the
HV running mode. Therefore, the optimal running mode
that takes the corresponding relationship between the
deceleration ratio γ and the motive power transmission
efficiency (see FIG. 6) into account can be selected.
[0112] Furthermore, in the present embodiment of the
invention, when the predicted value of the deceleration
ratio γ is larger than the threshold γ1 and smaller than
the threshold γ2, the series-parallel mode is selected.
Then, in consideration of the fact that the motive power
transmission efficiency in the series-parallel mode is
maximized at the optimal deceleration ratio γc (see FIG.
6), "the threshold γ1" is set to a value that is smaller than
the optimal deceleration ratio γc by the predetermined
value, and "the threshold value γ2" is set to a value that
is larger than the optimal deceleration ratio γc by the pre-
determined value. Thus, the region where the series-par-
allel mode is selected includes the region where the de-
celeration ratio γ is equal to the optimal deceleration ratio
γc. As a result, when the series-parallel mode is selected,
the motive power transmission efficiency can be held at
a high level by making the deceleration ratio γ equal or
close to the optimal deceleration ratio γc while optimizing
the engine thermal efficiency.
[0113] The above-mentioned embodiment of the in-
vention can be changed, for example, as follows. In the
above-mentioned embodiment of the invention, the pre-
dicted value of the deceleration ratio γ is used as the
parameter indicating the load level in the HV running
mode. However, instead of the predicted value of the
deceleration ratio γ, a predicted value of the first MG ro-
tational speed Nm1 in the case where the engine 10 is
assumed to be operated on the optimal fuel consumption
operating line in the series-parallel mode (which will be
referred to hereinafter simply as "the predicted value of
the first MG rotational speed Nm1" as well) may be used
as the parameter indicating the load level. Incidentally,
when the vehicle speed is constant, there is established
a relationship in which the first MG rotational speed Nm1
falls as the deceleration ratio γ decreases. That is, in the
present first modification example, the first MG rotational
speed Nm1, which is correlated with the deceleration ra-

tio γ, is used as the parameter indicating the load level.
[0114] FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing an exemplary
processing procedure at the time when the electronic
control unit 100 according to the present first modification
example selects a running mode. This flowchart is ob-
tained by replacing S20 and S22 in the flowchart of FIG.
9 with S20A and S22A respectively. The other steps (the
steps to which the same numerals as in FIG. 9 are as-
signed) are the same as in FIG. 9, so detailed description
thereof will not be repeated herein.
[0115] If the required driving torque is larger than the
first level value L1 (NO in S10), the electronic control unit
100 determines in S20A whether or not the load level is
the low load level. In making this determination, the elec-
tronic control unit 100 uses the above-mentioned "pre-
dicted value of the first MG rotational speed Nm1" as the
load level. The electronic control unit 100 calculates an
optimal rotational speed of the engine 10 satisfying the
required driving force, and calculates the predicted value
of the first MG rotational speed Nm1 from the optimal
rotational speed of the engine 10 and the rotational speed
of the output shaft 70 corresponding to the current vehicle
speed, using the relationship of the alignment chart.
[0116] Then, if the predicted value of the first MG ro-
tational speed Nm1 is lower than a threshold N1, the
electronic control unit 100 determines that the load level
is the low load level. It should be noted herein that the
threshold N 1 is set to a negative value that is smaller
than "0" by a predetermined value. That is, the motive
power transmission efficiency in the series-parallel mode
is maximized when the deceleration ratio γ is equal to the
optimal deceleration ratio γc, namely, when the first MG
rotational speed Nm1 is equal to 0 (see FIG. 7). The
motive power transmission efficiency in the series-par-
allel mode falls due to the occurrence of motive power
circulation when the deceleration ratio γ is smaller than
the optimal deceleration ratio γc, namely, when the first
MG rotational speed Nm1 assumes a negative value (see
FIG. 8). In view of this, the threshold N1 is set to a negative
value that is smaller than "0" by a predetermined value.
[0117] Besides, the electronic control unit 100 deter-
mines in S22A whether or not the load level is the inter-
mediate load level. In making this determination as well,
the electronic control unit 100 uses the above-mentioned
"predicted value of the first MG rotational speed Nm1"
as the load level. The electronic control unit 100 deter-
mines that the load level is the intermediate load level
when the predicted value of the first MG rotational speed
Nm1 is higher than the threshold N1 and lower than a
threshold N2. It should be noted herein that the threshold
N2 is set to a positive value that is larger than "0" by a
predetermined value. That is, the motive power trans-
mission efficiency in the series-parallel mode falls due to
a large electric power conversion loss when the decel-
eration ratio γ is larger than the optimal deceleration ratio
γc, namely, when the first MG rotational speed Nm1 as-
sumes a high positive value. In view of this, the threshold
N2 is set to the positive value that is larger than "0" by
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the predetermined value.
[0118] As described above, in the present modification
example, the predicted value of the first MG rotational
speed Nm1 is used as the parameter indicating the load
level in the HV running mode. In this manner as well, the
optimal running mode can be selected in the same man-
ner as in the above-mentioned embodiment of the inven-
tion.
[0119] In the present modification example in particu-
lar, the series-parallel mode is selected when the pre-
dicted value of the first MG rotational speed Nm1 is higher
than the threshold N1 and lower than the threshold N2.
Then, in view of the fact that the motive power transmis-
sion efficiency in the series-parallel mode is maximized
when the first MG rotational speed Nm1 is equal to "0"
(see FIG. 7), "the threshold N1" is set to the negative
value that is smaller than 0 by the predetermined value,
and "the threshold N2" is set to the positive value that is
larger than 0 by the predetermined value. Thus, the re-
gion where the series-parallel mode is selected includes
the region where the first MG rotational speed Nm1 is
equal to 0. As a result, when the series-parallel mode is
selected, the motive power transmission efficiency can
be held at a high level by making the first MG rotational
speed Nm1 equal or close to 0 while optimizing the en-
gine thermal efficiency.
[0120] In the above-mentioned embodiment of the in-
vention, the predicted value of the deceleration ratio γ is
used as the parameter indicating the load level in the HV
running mode. Instead of the predicted value of the de-
celeration ratio γ, however, the required driving torque of
the vehicle 1 may be used as the parameter indicating
the load level.
[0121] FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing an exemplary
processing procedure at the time when the electronic
control unit 100 according to the present second modifi-
cation example selects a running mode. This flowchart
is obtained by replacing S20 and S22 in the flowchart of
FIG. 9 with S20B and S22B respectively. The other steps
(the steps to which the same numerals as in FIG. 9 are
assigned) are the same as in FIG. 9, so detailed descrip-
tion thereof will not be repeated herein.
[0122] If the required driving torque is larger than the
first level value L1 (NO in S10), the electronic control unit
100 determines in S20B whether or not the required driv-
ing torque is at the low load level that is lower than the
second level value L2 (see FIG. 5). Besides, the elec-
tronic control unit 100 determines in S22B whether or not
the required driving torque is at the intermediate load
level that is higher than the second level value L2 and
lower than the third level value L3 (see FIG. 5).
[0123] As described above, in the present modification
example, the required driving torque of the vehicle 1 (the
required driving torque with respect to the vehicle speed)
is used as the parameter indicating the load level in the
HV running mode. In this manner as well, the optimal
running mode can be selected in the same manner as in
the above-mentioned embodiment of the invention.

[0124] Incidentally, instead of the required driving
torque, a required driving power or a required driving
power with respect to the vehicle speed can also be used
as the parameter indicating the load level in the HV run-
ning mode.
[0125] The configuration of the drive device 2 accord-
ing to the above-mentioned embodiment of the invention
may be modified, for example, as follows. FIGS. 12 to 15
are views schematically showing different configurations
of the drive device in which the series mode, the series-
parallel mode and the parallel mode can be selected.
[0126] A drive device 2A shown in FIG. 12 is obtained
by providing the output shaft 70 with driven gears 71A
and 71B instead of the driven gear 71 and adding a clutch
C3 to the drive device 2 shown in FIG. 1. A drive device
2B shown in FIG. 13 is obtained by further adding a brake
B2 to the drive device 2A shown in FIG. 12.
[0127] A drive device 2C shown in FIG. 14 is obtained
by changing the arrangement of the drive device 2 of
FIG. 1 such that the engine 10, the first MG 20 and the
second MG 30 are arranged in this order coaxially with
one another. A drive device 2D shown in FIG. 15 is ob-
tained by changing the arrangement of the drive device
2A of FIG. 12 such that the engine 10, the first MG 20
and the second MG 30 are arranged in this order coaxially
with one another.
[0128] In the above-mentioned embodiment of the in-
vention, each of criterion levels to be compared with the
load level (the first level value L1, the second level value
L2 and the third level value L3 and the like) may be pro-
vided with a hysteresis. Thus, the running mode can be
prevented from being frequently changed over due to
fluctuations in the load level.
[0129] Besides, the above-mentioned embodiment of
the invention and the modification examples thereof can
also be appropriately combined with one another within
such a range that no contradiction is caused from a tech-
nical point of view.
[0130] The embodiment of the invention disclosed
herein should be considered to be exemplary and non-
restrictive in all respects. The scope of the invention is
defined not by the foregoing description but by the claims.
The invention is intended to encompass all the alterations
that are equivalent in significance and scope to the
claims.

Claims

1. A control apparatus for a hybrid vehicle (1),
the hybrid vehicle (1) including an engine (10), a first
rotating electrical machine (20), an output shaft (70),
a second rotating electrical machine (30), a planetary
gear mechanism (40) and a changeover device,
the output shaft (70) being connected to a driving
wheel (90),
the second rotating electrical machine (30) being
connected to the output shaft (70),
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the planetary gear mechanism (40) mechanically
coupling the engine (10), the first rotating electrical
machine (20) and the output shaft (70) to one anoth-
er, and
the changeover device being configured to change
a coupling state of the planetary gear mechanism
(40) with respect to the engine (10) and the output
shaft (70),
the control apparatus comprising
an electronic control unit (100) configured to:

control the changeover device such that the cou-
pling state of the planetary gear mechanism (40)
is changed; and
select one of three running modes by changing
the coupling state of the planetary gear mecha-
nism (40) in accordance with a load level of the
hybrid vehicle (1),

the three running modes being a series mode, a se-
ries-parallel mode and a parallel mode,
the series mode being a mode in which a motive
power of the engine (10) is transmitted to the first
rotating electrical machine (20) and converted into
an electric power,
the series-parallel mode being a mode in which part
of a motive power of the engine (10) is mechanically
transmitted to the output shaft (70) by a torque of the
first rotating electrical machine (20), and the remain-
ing motive power of the engine (10) is transmitted to
one of the first rotating electrical machine (20) and
the second rotating electrical machine (30) and con-
verted into an electric power,
the parallel mode being a mode in which a motive
power of the engine (10) is mechanically transmitted
to the output shaft (70) with a deceleration ratio me-
chanically fixed to a predetermined ratio,
the deceleration ratio being a ratio of a rotational
speed of the engine (10) to a rotational speed of the
output shaft (70), the load level of the hybrid vehicle
(1) becoming low in order of a first load level, a sec-
ond load level and a third load level,
the first load level being a load level at which the
parallel mode is selected,
the second load level being a load level at which the
series-parallel mode is selected, and
the third load level being a load level at which the
series mode is selected.

2. The control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle (1) ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to de-
termine the load level using a first predicted value
as a parameter when the engine (10) is assumed to
be operated on an optimal fuel consumption operat-
ing line in the series-parallel mode, the first predicted
value is a predicted value of the deceleration ratio
determined, by the electronic control unit (100), from

a driver’s required driving force and a vehicle speed,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series mode when the first predicted value
is smaller than a first threshold,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series-parallel mode when the first predicted
value is larger than the first threshold and smaller
than a second threshold, and
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the parallel mode when the first predicted value
is larger than the second threshold.

3. The control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle (1) ac-
cording to claim 2, wherein
the first threshold is set to a value that is smaller than
an optimal deceleration ratio by a first predetermined
value,
the optimal deceleration ratio is the deceleration ratio
when the engine (10) is assumed to be operated on
the optimal fuel consumption operating line in the
series-parallel mode and a rotational speed of the
first rotating electrical machine (20) is assumed to
be 0, and
the second threshold is set to a value that is larger
than the optimal deceleration ratio by a second pre-
determined value.

4. The control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle (1) ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to de-
termine the load level using a second predicted value
as a parameter,
the second predicted value is a predicted value of a
rotational speed of the first rotating electrical ma-
chine (20), and is to be achieved when the engine
(10) is operated on an optimal fuel consumption op-
erating line in the series-parallel mode,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series mode when the second predicted val-
ue is smaller than a third threshold,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series-parallel mode when the second pre-
dicted value is higher than the third threshold and
lower than a fourth threshold, and
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the parallel mode when the second predicted
value is higher than the fourth threshold.

5. The control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle (1) ac-
cording to claim 4, wherein
the third threshold is set to a negative value that is
lower than 0 by a third predetermined value, and
the fourth threshold is set to a positive value that is
higher than 0 by a fourth predetermined value.

6. The control apparatus for the hybrid vehicle (1) ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to de-
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termine the load level using a required driving torque
of the hybrid vehicle (1) as a parameter,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series mode when the required driving torque
is smaller than a third threshold,
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the series-parallel mode when the required driv-
ing torque is larger than the third threshold and small-
er than a fourth threshold, and
the electronic control unit (100) is configured to se-
lect the parallel mode when the required driving
torque is larger than the fourth threshold.

7. A control method for a hybrid vehicle (1),
the hybrid vehicle (1) including an engine (10), a first
rotating electrical machine (20), an output shaft (70),
a second rotating electrical machine (30), a planetary
gear mechanism (40), a changeover device and an
electronic control unit (100),
the output shaft (70) being connected to a driving
wheel (90),
the second rotating electrical machine (30) being
connected to the output shaft (70),
the planetary gear mechanism (40) mechanically
coupling the engine (10), the first rotating electrical
machine (20) and the output shaft (70) to one anoth-
er, and
the changeover device being configured to change
a coupling state of the planetary gear mechanism
(40) with respect to the engine (10) and the output
shaft (70),
the control method comprising:

controlling, by the electronic control unit (100),
the changeover device such that the coupling
state of the planetary gear mechanism (40) is
changed, and
selecting, by the electronic control unit (100),
one of three running modes, by changing the
coupling state of the planetary gear mechanism
(40) in accordance with a load level of the hybrid
vehicle (1),

the three running modes being a series mode, a se-
ries-parallel mode and a parallel mode,
the series mode being a mode in which a motive
power of the engine (10) is transmitted to the first
rotating electrical machine (20) and converted into
an electric power,
the series-parallel mode being a mode in which part
of a motive power of the engine (10) is mechanically
transmitted to the output shaft (70) by a torque of the
first rotating electrical machine (20), and the remain-
ing motive power of the engine (10) is transmitted to
one of the first rotating electrical machine (20) and
the second rotating electrical machine (30) and con-
verted into an electric power,
the parallel mode being a mode in which a motive

power of the engine (10) is mechanically transmitted
to the output shaft (70) with a deceleration ratio me-
chanically fixed to a predetermined ratio,
the deceleration ratio being a ratio of a rotational
speed of the engine (10) to a rotational speed of the
output shaft (70),
the load level of the hybrid vehicle (1) becoming low
in order of a first load level, a second load level and
a third load level,
the first load level being a load level at which the
parallel mode is selected,
the second load level being a load level at which the
series-parallel mode is selected, and
the third load level being a load level at which the
series mode is selected.
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