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(54) POWER SUPPLY DEVICE AND ABNORMALITY DETERMINATION METHOD FOR POWER 
SUPPLY DEVICE

(57) Provided is a power supply device that is capa-
ble of discerning the presence or absence of an abnor-
mality in a specific converter included in multiphase con-
verters, and an abnormality determination method for the
power supply device. In the case where a switch Sja is
turned ON/OFF for a time period of T1 such that an output
voltage (Vo) supplied to a battery 4 and a load 5 by a
single converter CVj (j denotes a natural number that is
smaller than or equal to n) out of n converters CV1,
CV2, ..., and CVn connected in parallel equals a target
voltage (Vt), it is determined whether or not the difference
between the output voltage (Vo) and the target voltage
(Vt) is greater than a predetermined threshold value
(Vth). Based on the result of this determination, whether
or not an abnormality is present in the converter CVj that
has performed the control for turning ON/OFF the switch
Sja is determined.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a power supply
device in which a plurality of converters, each converting
a DC voltage by performing switching using a switching
element, are connected in parallel, and to an abnormality
determination method for the power supply device.

Background Art

[0002] DC/DC converters (hereinafter simply referred
to as "converters"), which step up or step down a DC
voltage in order to convert the DC voltage to a desired
DC voltage, are used in various fields. Such converters
output a desired voltage by performing switching of the
current that flows through an inductor. In particular, a
multiphase converter that includes a plurality of convert-
ers connected in parallel and that controls the output
phase of each converter is used in order to increase the
output current while reducing the ripple of the output cur-
rent, and to reduce the size of the device (see Patent
Document 1, for example).
[0003] In the multiphase converter disclosed in Patent
Document 1, if an abnormality occurs in a switching el-
ement included in a given converter and no current can
be output from the given converter, output currents from
the other converters increase, and hence there is the risk
of excessive currents flowing through the switching ele-
ments of the other converters and consequently damag-
ing the switching elements.
[0004] In contrast, the multiphase chopper (multiphase
converter) disclosed in Patent Document 2 is configured
to detect an output current at the timings of the rising
edges (or the falling edges) of a control signal that turns
ON/OFF the switching elements included in the convert-
ers for the respective phases connected to a power gen-
erator, and to detect a failure in a switching element and
limit the output current from the power generator upon a
variation being generated in the detected value.

Citation List

Patent Documents

[0005]

Patent Document 1: JP 2002-44941A
Patent Document 2: JP 2013-46541A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] However, the technology disclosed in Patent
Document 2 has the problem that it is impossible to spec-
ify the switching element in which a failure has occurred,

from among the switching elements included in the con-
verters for the respective phases.
[0007] The present invention was made in light of such
a situation, and aims to provide a power supply device
that is capable of discerning the presence or absence of
an abnormality in a specific converter included in a mul-
tiphase converter, and an abnormality determination
method for the power supply device.

Solution to Problem

[0008] A power supply device according to one aspect
of the present invention is a power supply device in which
a plurality of converters, each converting a DC voltage
by performing switching using a switching element, are
connected in parallel, and that supplies, to a load, a sum
of output power from the converters, obtained by turning
ON respective switching elements of the converters in
phases that are different from one another, the power
supply device comprising: a driving means for turning
ON/OFF the switching element of a given converter out
of the converters, for a predetermined period of time, so
as to change a voltage that is to be supplied to the load
to a predetermined voltage; and a determination means
for determining, upon the driving means turning ON/OFF
the switching element, whether or not a difference be-
tween the voltage to be supplied to the load and the pre-
determined voltage is greater than a predetermined
threshold value.
[0009] A power supply device according to one aspect
of the present invention is a power supply device in which
a plurality of converters, each converting a DC voltage
by performing switching using a switching element, are
connected in parallel, and that supplies, to a load, a sum
of output power from the converters, obtained by turning
ON respective switching elements of the converters in
phases that are different from one another, the power
supply device comprising: a driving means for turning
ON/OFF the switching element of only a given converter
out of the converters, for a predetermined period of time,
so as to change a current that is to be supplied to the
load to a predetermined current; and a determination
means for determining, upon the driving means turning
ON/OFF the switching element, whether or not a differ-
ence between the current to be supplied to the load and
the predetermined current is greater than a predeter-
mined threshold value.
[0010] In the power supply device according to one
aspect of the present invention, the driving means is con-
figured to sequentially turn ON/OFF the respective
switching elements of all of the converters such that each
switching element is turned ON/OFF for a predetermined
period of time, and the power supply device further com-
prises a counting means for counting the number of con-
verters for which the determination means has deter-
mined that the difference is greater than the predeter-
mined threshold value.
[0011] The power supply device according to one as-
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pect of the present invention further comprises: a storage
means for storing therein information that specifies the
converters for which the determination means has deter-
mined that the difference is greater than the predeter-
mined threshold value; and
a first calculation means for calculating a phase differ-
ence with which the switching elements are turned ON,
by formula (1) below: 

where

ϕ denotes the phase difference with which the
switching elements are turned ON,
n denotes the total number of the converters, and
m denotes the number counted by the counting
means,

wherein the driving means is configured to turn ON, with
the phase difference calculated by the first calculation
means, the respective switching elements of converters
other than the converters specified by the information
stored in the storage means.
[0012] The power supply device according to one as-
pect of the present invention further comprises: a second
calculation means for calculating a current that can be
supplied to the load, by formula (2) below: 

where

Ia denotes the current that can be supplied to the
load,
I1 denotes a current that can be supplied to the load
by a single converter out of the converters,
n denotes the total number of the converters, and
m denotes the number counted by the counting
means,

wherein a current to be supplied to the load is controlled
to be smaller than the current calculated by the second
calculation means.
[0013] In the power supply device according to one
aspect of the present invention, each converter: has an
inductor to which the DC voltage is applied via the switch-
ing element; and is configured to step down or step up
the DC voltage by performing switching of a current that
flows through the inductor, using the switching element.
[0014] In the power supply device according to one
aspect of the present invention, each converter has a
second switching element for circulating the current that
flows through the corresponding inductor during an OFF
period of the corresponding switching element.

[0015] An abnormality determination method for a
power supply device according to one aspect of the
present invention is an abnormality determination meth-
od for a power supply device in which a plurality of con-
verters, each converting a DC voltage by performing
switching using a switching element, are connected in
parallel, and that supplies, to a load, a sum of output
power from the converters, obtained by turning ON re-
spective switching elements of the converters in phases
that are different from one another, the abnormality de-
termination method being for determining whether or not
the converters are abnormal, the abnormality determina-
tion method comprising turning ON/OFF the switching
element of only a given converter out of the converters,
for a predetermined period of time, so as to change a
voltage (or a current) that is to be supplied to the load to
a predetermined voltage (or a predetermined current);
determining whether or not a difference between the volt-
age (or the current) to be supplied to the load and the
predetermined voltage (or the predetermined current) is
greater than a predetermined threshold value; and de-
termining that the given converter is abnormal upon de-
termining that the difference is greater than the prede-
termined threshold value.
[0016] In one aspect of the present invention, upon the
driving means turning ON/OFF, for a predetermined pe-
riod of time, a switching element of only a given converter
out of the converters connected in parallel, so as to
change a voltage that is to be supplied to the load to a
predetermined voltage, the determination means deter-
mines whether or not a difference between the voltage
to be supplied to the load and the predetermined voltage
is greater than a predetermined threshold value.
[0017] Whether or not an abnormality is present in a
given converter that has performed the control for turning
ON/OFF the switching element is determined based on
the result of this determination.
[0018] In one aspect of the present invention, upon the
driving means turning ON/OFF, for a predetermined pe-
riod of time, a switching element of only a given converter
out of the converters connected in parallel, so as to
change a current that is to be supplied to the load to a
predetermined current, the determination means deter-
mines whether or not a difference between the current
to be supplied to the load and the predetermined current
is greater than a predetermined threshold value.
[0019] Whether or not an abnormality is present in a
given converter that has performed the control for turning
ON/OFF the switching element is determined based on
the result of this determination.
[0020] In one aspect of the present invention, the driv-
ing means sequentially turns ON/OFF the respective
switching elements of all of the converters connected in
parallel such that each switching element is turned
ON/OFF for a predetermined period of time, and each
time, the determination means determines whether or
not the difference between the output voltage and the
predetermined voltage or the difference between the out-
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put current or the predetermined current is greater than
the predetermined threshold value, and the counting
means counts the number of converters for which the
determination means has determined that the difference
is greater than the predetermined threshold value.
[0021] Consequently, it is possible to specify all the
converters in which an abnormality is present, and to
perform procedures according to the number of the spec-
ified converters.
[0022] In one aspect of the present invention, the stor-
age means stores therein information that specifies the
converters in which an abnormality regarding the output
voltage or the output current has been detected, and the
driving means turns ON, with the phase difference cal-
culated by the first calculation means by the formula (1)
below, the respective switching elements of converters
other than the converters specified by the information
thus stored: 

where

ϕ denotes the phase difference with which the
switching elements are turned ON,
n denotes the total number of the converters, and
m denotes the number counted by the counting
means.

[0023] Consequently, the switching elements of the
converters in which no abnormality is present are turned
ON with equal phase differences.
[0024] In one aspect of the present invention, the out-
put current to be supplied to the load is controlled to be
smaller than the current calculated by the second calcu-
lation means by formula (2) below: 

where

Ia denotes the current that can be supplied to the
load,
I1 denotes a current that can be supplied to the load
by a single converter out of the converters,
n denotes the total number of the converters, and
m denotes the number counted by the counting
means.

[0025] Consequently, the maximum output current is
limited according to the number of converters in which
no abnormality is present.
[0026] In one aspect of the present invention, a DC
voltage is applied to each of the respective inductors of
the converters via the corresponding switching element,

and each converter steps down or steps up the input DC
voltage by performing switching of a current that flows
through the inductor, using the switching element.
[0027] Consequently, it is determined whether or not
an abnormality is present in a given converter that has
performed the control for turning ON/OFF the corre-
sponding switching element in both the case where the
converter steps down a DC voltage and the case where
the converter steps up a DC voltage.
[0028] In one aspect of the present invention, the sec-
ond switching element of each converter circulates the
current that flows through the corresponding inductor
during the OFF period of the corresponding switching
element.
[0029] Consequently, the conversion efficiency is im-
proved compared to the case of using diodes instead of
the second switching elements.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0030] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, whether or not an abnormality is present in a given
converter that has performed the control for turning
ON/OFF the switching element is determined.
[0031] Therefore, it is possible to discern the presence
or absence of an abnormality in a specific converter in a
multiphase converter.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0032]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of a power supply device according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a timing chart showing PWM control signals
for a test respectively supplied to driving circuits in
the power supply device according to Embodiment
1 of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing processing procedures
carried out by a CPU to determine whether or not
converters in the power supply device according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention are abnor-
mal.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of a
configuration of a power supply device according to
Embodiment 2 of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a timing chart showing PWM control signals
for a test respectively supplied to driving circuits in
a power supply device according to Embodiment 3
of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing processing procedures
carried out by a CPU to determine whether or not
converters in the power supply device according to
Embodiment 3 of the present invention are abnor-
mal.
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Description of Embodiments

[0033] The following provides a detailed description of
the present invention based on drawings showing its em-
bodiments.

Embodiment 1

[0034] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example
of a configuration of a power supply device according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. In the drawing,
la denotes a power supply device that is mounted on a
vehicle. The power supply device la steps down a DC
voltage generated by an alternator 2 in conjunction with
an engine of the vehicle, and a DC voltage from a power
storage element 3 charged by the alternator 2, and sup-
plied the DC voltages to a battery 4 and a load 5 that are
mounted on the vehicle.
[0035] The power supply device 1a includes: n con-
verters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn (n denotes a natural
number that is greater than or equal to 2) that step down
the DC voltages from the alternator 2 and the power stor-
age element 3; driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn
that drive the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn, respec-
tively; and a control unit 10 that supplies PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn to the driving circuits DC1,
DC2, ..., and DCn, respectively. The converters CV1,
CV2, ..., and CVn are so-called multiphase converters
connected in parallel. The output voltage and the output
current that have been stepped down from a DC voltage
and have been smoothed by a capacitor C1 are supplied
to the battery 4 and the load 5 via a current detection
circuit 17.
[0036] The current detection circuit 17 includes a re-
sistor R1 and a differential amplifier DA1. The voltage
step-down at the resistor R1 caused by the output current
is amplified by the differential amplifier DA1, and a de-
tection voltage is generated according to the output cur-
rent. The output voltage is applied to a voltage-dividing
circuit 18 as well so that the divided voltage that is pro-
portional to the output voltage and the detection voltage
from the current detection circuit 17 are fed back to the
control unit 10.
[0037] A given converter CVk (k denotes a natural
number that is smaller than or equal to n. The same ap-
plies hereinafter) includes: a switching element (herein-
after simply referred to as "switch") Ska that is configured
with an N-channel type MOSFET to whose drain the DC
voltage from the alternator 2 and the power storage ele-
ment 3 is applied; an inductor Lk with one end connected
to the capacitor C1 and the other end connected to the
source of the switch Ska; and a switch (second switching
element) Skb whose source is grounded and whose drain
is connected to the connection point of the switch Ska
and the inductor Lk. The switches Ska and Skb may be
P-channel type MOSFETs or other kinds of switching el-
ements such as bipolar transistors.
[0038] A given driving circuit DCk applies an ON signal

to the gates of the switches Ska and Skb, based on a
PWM control signal Sk supplied by the control unit 10.
The ON signals are for alternatingly turning ON the
switches Ska and Skb respectively, in each control cycle.
The gate of the switch Skb is supplied with an ON signal
that has a phase that is substantially the inverse of the
phase of the ON signal supplied to the gate of the switch
Ska, and that has a so-called dead time set aside.
[0039] The switch Skb may be replaced with a diode
whose anode is connected to the ground potential. Here,
however, the switch Skb, which has a lower ON resist-
ance than a diode, performs so-called synchronous rec-
tification, and losses in the converter CVk are thus re-
duced. If the current flowing through the inductor Lk flows
backward due to synchronous rectification when the con-
verter CVk has a light load, a resistor may be inserted in
series with the inductor Lk to detect the current flowing
through the inductor Lk, and the ON signal to the switch
Skb may be stopped by the driving circuit DCk when a
backflow is detected, for example.
[0040] The control unit 10 is configured with a micro-
computer that includes a CPU 11. Via a bus, the CPU 11
is connected to: a ROM 12 that stores therein information
such as a program; a RAM 13 that stores therein infor-
mation that is temporarily generated; an I/O port 14 that
serves as an interface with each of the driving circuits
DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn; a timer 15 that measures time;
and an A/D converter 16 that converts an analogue volt-
age to a digital voltage value. The divided voltage from
the output voltage fed back to the control unit 10, and the
detection voltage from the current detection circuit 17,
are supplied to the A/D converter 16.
[0041] In the above-described configuration, when
performing a control focusing on the output voltage for
example, the control unit 10 supplies the PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn respectively to the driving cir-
cuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn such that the duty ratio is
changed to be small or large according to whether an
error voltage obtained by comparison between an inter-
nal reference voltage (not shown in the drawings) and
the divided voltage from the voltage-dividing circuit 18 is
high or low. The output voltage is thus controlled to be a
constant voltage corresponding to the reference voltage.
[0042] In order to prevent the output current from ex-
ceeding a predetermined current, the control unit 10 also
limits an increase in the duty ratio of the PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn to be respectively supplied to
the driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn, based on the
detection voltage from the current detection circuit 17. If
no abnormality is present in the converters CV1, CV2,
..., and CVn, the PWM control signals S1, S2, ..., and
Sn respectively supplied to the driving circuits DC1, DC2,
..., and DCn have a phase difference of 2π/n from one
another in each control cycle.
[0043] The currents respectively flowing from the al-
ternator 2 and the power storage element 3 to the induc-
tors L1, L2, ..., and Ln are subjected to switching due to
the ON signals respectively supplied from the driving cir-
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cuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn to the switches S1a, S2a,
..., and Sna with a phase difference of 2n/n, and the
currents flowing through the inductors L1, L2, ..., and Ln
respectively circulate through the switches S1b, S2b, ...,
and Snb during the respective OFF periods of the switch-
es S1a, S2a, ..., and Sna.
[0044] Thus, the currents with phase differences of
2n/n flowing from the respective ends of the inductors
L1, L2, ..., and Ln to the battery 4 and the load 5 are
added to each other, and consequently the output powers
from the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn are added
to each other. The timing chart showing the temporal
relationship between: the ON signals with phase differ-
ences of 2n/n, respectively supplied to the switches S1a,
S2a, ..., and Sna; the currents flowing through the induc-
tors L1, L2, ..., and Ln; and the output current with a re-
duced ripple, resulting from the addition, is described in
detail in Patent Document 2 above, and therefore a de-
scription thereof is omitted here.
[0045] In Embodiment 1, the CPU 11 determines the
presence or absence of an abnormality by driving the
converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn one by one for a test
while the power supply device 1a is not operating, and
upon determining that any of the converters are abnor-
mal, operates the power supply device 1a by driving the
converters other than the converters determined as being
abnormal.
[0046] FIG. 2 is a timing chart showing the PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn for a test respectively supplied
to the driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., DCn in the power
supply device 1a according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.
[0047] FIG. 2 shows the case of an abnormality occur-
ring in a driving circuit DCe (e denotes a natural number
that is no less than 3 and no greater than n-2, for exam-
ple). In each of the seven timing charts shown in FIG. 2,
the horizontal axis is the time axis, and the vertical axis
indicates, from top to bottom of the drawing, the ON/OFF
state of the ignition, the output voltage, the OFF/ON state
of the PWM control signal S1, the OFF/ON state of the
PWM control signal S2, ..., the OFF/ON state of the PWM
control signal Se, ..., the OFF/ON state of the PWM con-
trol signal Sn-1, and the OFF/ON state of the PWM con-
trol signal Sn.
[0048] The ON/OFF state of the ignition is obtained by
the CPU 11 communicating with other ECUs by using a
communication unit (not shown in the drawings) included
in the control unit 10, for example. While the state of the
ignition is ON, each of the PWM control signals S1, S2,
..., Se, ..., and Sn switches ON/OFF under the control
of the CPU 11. In FIG. 2, the PWM control signals S1,
S2, ..., Se, ..., and Sn are illustrated as if they are
switched ON/OFF in the same phase. In reality, however,
they have a phase difference of 2π/n from one another.
[0049] If the state of the ignition changes from the ON
state to the OFF state at a point in time t0, the PWM
control signals S1, S2, ..., Se, ..., and Sn stop, and the
converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn stop being driven.

Therefore, the output voltage from the power supply de-
vice 1a decreases and converges to the voltage of the
battery 4 before or at a point in time t1. Here, the output
voltage at the point in time t1, in other words, the voltage
of the battery 4, is assumed to be V0.
[0050] During the period from the point in time t1 to the
point in time tn+1, the CPU 11 sequentially generates
the PWM control signals S1, S2, ..., Se, ..., and Sn at
time intervals of T2 such that each signal is generated
for a time period of T1 (predetermined time period:
T2>T1). The target output voltage is, for example, a volt-
age Vt (a predetermined voltage: Vt=V0+0.4 V) that is
greater than the aforementioned voltage V0 by 0.4 V.
The difference between the voltages Vt and V0 is not
limited to 0.4 V.
[0051] If the generation of the PWM control signal S1
is started at the point in time t1, the CPU 11 detects the
output voltage at the time when the time period of T1 has
elapsed since the point in time t1, and then stops gener-
ating the PWM control signal S1. If the difference be-
tween the output voltage detected at this time and the
voltage Vt is greater than a predetermined threshold val-
ue, the converter CV1 is determined as being abnormal.
In the example shown in FIG. 2, the output voltage at the
time when the time period of T1 has elapsed since the
point in time t1 is substantially equal to the voltage Vt,
and hence the converter CV1 is not determined as being
abnormal.
[0052] Subsequently, the CPU 11 starts generating the
PWM control signal S2 at the point in time t2, which is
when the time period of T2 has elapsed since the point
in time t1, detects the output voltage when the time period
of T1 has elapsed since the point in time t2, and then
stops generating the PWM control signal S2. Whether or
not the converter CV1 is abnormal is determined based
on the output voltage detected at this time, in the same
manner as in the case of CV1. Thereafter, the determi-
nation of the presence or absence of an abnormality is
repeatedly performed in the same manner until the de-
termination as to the converters CVn-1 and CVn com-
pletes.
[0053] While the CPU 11 repeats the determination of
an abnormality in the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn,
if the difference between the output voltage and the volt-
age Vt is greater than the predetermined threshold value
(e.g., 0.2 V) even though the CPU 11 continuously sup-
plies the PWM control signal Se to the converter CVe for
a time period of T1 from a point in time te (see FIG. 2),
the converter CVe is determined as being abnormal. The
first conceivable reason for the abnormality in the con-
verter CVe is an open fault of the switch Sea. For exam-
ple, there can be cases where the detected output voltage
is higher than the voltage Vt (not shown in the drawings),
depending on the nature of the failure that has occurred
in the driving circuit DCe.
[0054] The following describes the operations of the
control unit 10 above, using a flowchart showing the op-
erations. The following processing is executed by the

9 10 



EP 3 065 279 A9

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

CPU 11 of the control unit 10 according to a control pro-
gram that has been stored in the ROM 12 in advance.
[0055] FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing processing pro-
cedures carried out by the CPU 11 to determine whether
or not the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn in the power
supply device 1a according to Embodiment 1 of the
present invention are abnormal.
[0056] The processing shown in FIG. 3 is started up
at, for example, the point in time t1, which is when an
appropriate time period has elapsed since the ignition
was changed from the ON state to the OFF state at the
point in time t0 (see FIG. 2). However, the processing
may be started up when the power supply device 1a is
initialized, when the operations are temporarily suspend-
ed, or the like. Variables j and m used in the processing
shown in the drawing are stored in a register of the CPU
11, and have been initialized through initialization
processing, which is not shown in the drawings, so as to
satisfy j=1 and m=0. The RAM 13 has a specific area for
storing therein a plurality of values of the variable j. The
specific area has been initialized and has been brought
into the state of storing nothing.
[0057] Upon the processing shown in FIG. 3 being
started up, the CPU 11 detects the output voltage (Vo)
using the voltage-dividing circuit 18 and the A/D convert-
er 16 (S11), and sets the target voltage (Vt), which is
higher than the detected output voltage Vo by 0.4 V for
example, as the predetermined voltage for a test (S12).
Subsequently, the CPU 11 starts measuring time using
two timers A and B included in the timer 15 (S13), and
then starts generating a PWM control signal Sj (S14).
From this point in time, the duty ratio of the PWM control
signal Sj is controlled such that the output voltage of a
converter CVj equals the target voltage (Vt).
[0058] Then, the CPU 11 determines whether or not
the time period measured by the timer A has reached the
time period of T1 (S15), and upon determining that the
time period measured by the timer A has not reached the
time period of T1 (S15: NO), waits until the time period
measured by the timer A reaches the time period of T1
Upon determining that the time period measured by the
timer A has reached the time period of T1 (515: YES),
the CPU 11 detects the output voltage (Vo) (S16), and
then stops generating the PWM control signal Sj (S17).
Steps S13, S14, S15, and S17 correspond to the driving
means.
[0059] Subsequently, the CPU 11 determines whether
or not the difference (|Vo-Vt|) between the detected out-
put voltage (Vo) and the target voltage (Vt) is greater
than a predetermined threshold value Vth (e.g., 0.2 V)
(S18: corresponding to the determination means), and if
the difference is not greater than the predetermined
threshold value Vth (S18: NO), i.e., if the converter CVj
is determined as being not abnormal, the CPU 11 pro-
ceeds to step S21 described below.
[0060] If the difference between the output voltage (Vo)
and the target voltage (Vt) is greater than the predeter-
mined threshold value Vth (S18: YES), i.e., if the con-

verter CVj is determined as being abnormal, the CPU 11
increments m by 1 (S19: corresponding to the counting
means) and stores the value of j in the specific area of
the RAM 13 (S20: corresponding to the storage means).
Consequently, information j that specifies the converter
CVj that has been determined as being abnormal is
stored in the RAM 13.
[0061] Subsequently, the CPU 11 increments the val-
ue of j by 1 (S21), and then determines whether or not
the time period measured by the timer B has reached the
time period of T2 (S22). Upon determining that the time
period measured by the timer B has not reached the time
period of T2 (S22: NO), the CPU 11 waits until the time
period measured by the timer B reaches the time period
of T2. Upon determining that the time period measured
by the timer B has reached the time period of T2 (S22:
YES), the CPU 11 determines whether or not j is equal
to n+1 (S23). Upon determining that j is not equal to n+1
(523: NO), the CPU 11 proceeds to step S13 in order to
start generating the subsequent PWM control signal Sj.
[0062] Upon determining that j is equal to n+1 (S23:
YES), the CPU 11 calculates, by ϕ=2π/(n-m), a phase
difference ϕ between the PWM control signals for respec-
tively driving the plurality of converters that have not been
determined as being abnormal (S24: corresponding to
the first calculation means), and stores the phase differ-
ence ϕ thus calculated to the RAM 13. The CPU 11 also
calculates, by Ia=I1(n-m), a suppliable current Ia that can
be supplied by the plurality of converters that have not
been determined as being abnormal (S25: correspond-
ing to the second calculation means). The CPU 11 stores
the suppliable current Ia thus calculated to the RAM 13,
and then ends the processing shown in FIG. 3. Note that
I1 denotes the current that can be supplied to the battery
4 and the load 5 by a single converter CVk.
[0063] In the case of operating the power supply device
1a, the CPU 11 generates the PWM control signals S1,
S2, ..., and Sn (note that the PWM control signals for the
converters that have been determined as being abnormal
are excluded), based on the phase difference ϕ calculat-
ed and stored in the RAM 13 by the processing above.
In this case, the CPU 11 controls the output current so
as not to exceed the suppliable current Ia stored in the
RAM 13.
[0064] As described above, according to Embodiment
1, in the case where the CPU 11 turns ON/OFF the switch
Sja for a time period of T1 such that the output voltage
(Vo) supplied to the battery 4 and the load 5 by a single
converter CVj (j denotes a natural number that is smaller
than or equal to n) out of n converters CV1, CV2, ..., and
CVn connected in parallel equals the target voltage (Vt),
the CPU 11 determines whether or not the difference
between the output voltage (Vo) and the target voltage
(Vt) is greater than the predetermined threshold value
(Vth).
[0065] Based on the result of this determination,
whether or not an abnormality is present in the converter
CVj that has performed the control for turning ON/OFF
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the switch Sja is determined.
[0066] Therefore, it is possible to discern the presence
or absence of an abnormality in a specific converter out
of multiphase converters.
[0067] Also, according to Embodiment 1, the CPU 11
sequentially turns ON/OFF the respective switches S1a,
S2a, ..., and Sna of all of the n converters CV1, CV2, ...,
and CVn connected in parallel such that each switch is
turned ON/OFF for a time period of T1. Each time, the
CPU 11 determines whether or not the difference be-
tween the output voltage (Vo) and the target voltage (Vt)
is greater than the predetermined threshold value (Vth),
and counts the number (m) of converters for which the
difference is determined as being greater than the pre-
determined threshold value (Vth).
[0068] Consequently, it is possible to specify all the
converters in which an abnormality is present, and to
perform procedures according to the number (m) of the
specified converters.
[0069] Furthermore, according to Embodiment 1, the
CPU 11 stores, in the RAM 13, information that specifies
the converter in which an abnormality regarding the out-
put voltage or the output current has been detected (spe-
cifically, the information is the value of j at the time an
abnormality is detected during the process of increment-
ing j), and turns ON the switches of the (n-m) converters
other than the m converters specified by the stored in-
formation, with the phase difference ϕ calculated by
ϕ=2π/(n-m).
[0070] Consequently, it is possible to turn ON the
switches of the converters in which no abnormality is
present, with equal phase differences.
[0071] Furthermore, according to Embodiment 1, the
output current supplied to the battery 4 and the load 5 by
the (n-m) converters other than the converters in which
an abnormality has been detected is controlled such that
the output current becomes smaller than the current Ia
calculated by Ia= I1(n-m).
[0072] Consequently, it is possible to limit the maxi-
mum output current according to the number of convert-
ers in which no abnormality is present.

Embodiment 2

[0073] Embodiment 1 is an embodiment in which the
converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn step down a DC volt-
age, whereas Embodiment 2 is an embodiment in which
the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn step up a DC volt-
age.
[0074] FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example
of a configuration of a power supply device 1b according
to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. The power
supply device 1b shown in FIG. 4 is different from the
power supply device 1a shown in FIG. 1 according to
Embodiment 1 in the configuration of each of the con-
verters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn.
[0075] The power supply device 1b includes: n con-
verters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn (n denotes a natural

number that is greater than or equal to 2) that step up
the DC voltages from the alternator 2 and the power stor-
age element 3; driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn
that drive the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn, respec-
tively; and a control unit 10 that supplies PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn to the driving circuits DC1,
DC2, ..., and DCn, respectively. The converters CV1,
CV2, ..., and CVn are so-called multiphase converters
connected in parallel. The output voltage and the output
current that have been stepped up from a DC voltage
and have been smoothed by a capacitor C1 are supplied
to the battery 4 and the load 5 via a current detection
circuit 17.
[0076] A given converter CVk (k denotes a natural
number that is smaller than or equal to n. The same ap-
plies hereinafter) includes: an inductor Lk with one end
applied with a DC voltage supplied from the alternator 2
and the power storage element 3; a switch (switching
element) Ska whose drain is connected to the other end
of the inductor Lk and whose source is grounded; and a
switch (second switching element) Skb whose source is
connected to a capacitor C1 and whose drain is connect-
ed to the connection point of the inductor Lk and the
switch Ska.
[0077] The switch Skb may be replaced with a diode
whose cathode is connected to the capacitor C1 Here,
however, the switch Skb that has a lower ON resistance
than the diode performs so-called synchronous rectifica-
tion, and losses in the converter CVk are thus reduced.
If the current flowing through the inductor Lk flows back-
ward due to synchronous rectification when the converter
CVk has a light load, a resistor may be inserted in series
with the inductor Lk to detect the current flowing through
the inductor Lk, and the ON signal to the switch Skb may
be stopped by the driving circuit DCk when a backflow
is detected, for example.
[0078] Other elements corresponding to Embodiment
1 are given the same reference signs, and the description
thereof is omitted. Also, regarding the power supply de-
vice 1b according to Embodiment 2, the timing chart
showing the PWM control signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn for
a test respectively supplied to the driving circuits DC1,
DC2, ..., and DCn, and the flowchart showing the
processing procedures carried out by the CPU 11 to de-
termine whether or not the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and
CVn are abnormal are the same as those for Embodiment
1. Therefore, the drawings and the description thereof
are omitted.
[0079] As described above, according to Embodiment
2, in the case where the CPU 11 turns ON/OFF the switch
Sja for a time period of T1 such that the output voltage
(Vo) supplied to the battery 4 and the load 5 by a single
converter CVj (j denotes a natural number that is smaller
than or equal to n) out of n converters CV1, CV2, ..., and
CVn connected in parallel equals the target voltage (Vt),
the CPU 11 determines whether or not the difference
between the output voltage (Vo) and the target voltage
(Vt) is greater than the predetermined threshold value
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(Vth).
[0080] Based on the result of this determination,
whether or not an abnormality is present in the converter
CVj that has performed the control for turning ON/OFF
the switch Sja is determined.
[0081] Therefore, it is possible to discern the presence
or absence of an abnormality in a specific converter out
of multiphase converters.
[0082] Also, according to Embodiments 1 and 2, a DC
voltage is applied to the inductors L1, L2, ..., and Ln of
the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn via the switches
S1a, S2a, ..., and Sna respectively, and the input DC
voltage is stepped down or stepped up by performing
switching of the currents respectively flowing through the
inductors L1, L2, ..., and Ln, using the switches S1a, S2a,
..., and Sna.
[0083] Consequently, it is possible to determine wheth-
er or not an abnormality is present in the converter CVj
that has performed the control for turning ON/OFF the
switch Sja in both the case where the converter CVj steps
down a DC voltage and the case where the converter
CVj steps up a DC voltage.
[0084] Furthermore, according to Embodiments 1 and
2, the currents respectively flowing through the inductors
L1, L2, ..., and Ln during the OFF periods of the respec-
tive switches S1a, S2a, ..., and Sna of the converters
CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn are caused to circulate by the
switches S1b, S2b, ..., and Snb.
[0085] Consequently, it is possible to improve the con-
version efficiency compared to the case of using diodes
instead of the switches S1b, S2b, ..., and Snb.

Embodiment 3

[0086] Embodiment 1 is an embodiment in which the
control unit 10 performs a control focusing on the output
voltage, whereas Embodiment 2 is an embodiment in
which the control unit 10 performs a control focusing on
the output current. The control unit 10 supplies the PWM
control signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn respectively to the driv-
ing circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn such that the duty
ratio is changed to be small or large according to whether
an error voltage obtained by comparison between the
internal reference voltage (not shown in the drawings)
and the detection voltage from the current detection cir-
cuit 17 is high or low. The output current is thus controlled
to be a constant current corresponding to the reference
voltage.
[0087] In order to prevent the output voltage from ex-
ceeding a predetermined voltage, the control unit 10 also
limits an increase in the duty ratio of the PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn to be respectively supplied to
the driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn, based on the
divided voltage from the voltage-dividing circuit 18. If no
abnormality is present in the converters CV1, CV2, ...,
and CVn, the PWM control signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn
respectively supplied to the driving circuits DC1, DC2,
..., and DCn have a phase difference of 2π/n from one

another in each control cycle.
[0088] Other elements corresponding to Embodiment
1 are given the same reference signs, and the description
thereof is omitted.
[0089] In Embodiment 3, the CPU 11 determines the
presence or absence of an abnormality by driving the
converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn one by one for a test
while the power supply device 1a is not operating, and
upon determining that any of the converters are abnor-
mal, operates the power supply device 1a by driving the
converters other than the converters determined as being
abnormal.
[0090] FIG. 5 is a timing chart showing the PWM control
signals S1, S2, ..., and Sn for a test respectively supplied
to the driving circuits DC1, DC2, ..., and DCn in a power
supply device 1a according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention.
[0091] FIG. 5 shows the case of an abnormality occur-
ring in a driving circuit DCe (e denotes a natural number
that is no less than 3 and no greater than n-2, for exam-
ple). In each of the seven timing charts shown in FIG. 5,
the horizontal axis is the time axis, and the vertical axis
indicates, from top to bottom of the drawing, the ON/OFF
state of the ignition, the output current, the OFF/ON state
of the PWM control signal S1, the OFF/ON state of the
PWM control signal S2, ..., the OFF/ON state of the PWM
control signal Se, ..., the OFF/ON state of the PWM con-
trol signal Sn-1, and the OFF/ON state of the PWM con-
trol signal Sn.
[0092] If the state of the ignition changes from the ON
state to the OFF state at a point in time t0, the PWM
control signals S1, S2, ..., Se, ..., and Sn stop, and the
converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn stop being driven.
Therefore, the output current from the power supply de-
vice 1a decreases and converges to approximately 0 be-
fore or at a point in time t1. Here, the output current at
the point in time t1 is assumed to be I0.
[0093] During the period from the point in time t1 to the
point in time tn+1, the CPU 11 sequentially generates
the PWM control signals S1, S2, ..., Se, ..., and Sn at
time intervals of T2 such that each signal is generated
for a time period of T1 (predetermined time period:
T2>T1). The target output current is, for example, a cur-
rent It (a predetermined current: It=I0+0.4 A) that is great-
er than the aforementioned current I0 by 0.4 A. The dif-
ference between the currents It and I0 is not limited to
0.4 A.
[0094] If the generation of the PWM control signal S1
is started at the point in time t1, the CPU 11 detects the
output current after the time period of T1 has elapsed
since the point in time t1, and then stops generating the
PWM control signal S1. If the difference between the out-
put current detected at this time and the current It is great-
er than a predetermined threshold value, the converter
CV1 is determined as being abnormal. In the example
shown in FIG. 5, the output current at the time when the
time period of T1 has elapsed since the point in time t1
is substantially equal to the current It, and hence the con-
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verter CV1 is not determined as being abnormal.
[0095] Subsequently, the CPU 11 starts generating the
PWM control signal S2 at the point in time t2, which is
when the time period of T2 has elapsed since the point
in time t1, detects the output current when the time period
of T1 has elapsed since the point in time t2, and then
stops generating the PWM control signal S2. Whether or
not the converter CV1 is abnormal is determined based
on the output current detected at this time, in the same
manner as in the case of CV1. Thereafter, the determi-
nation of the presence or absence of an abnormality is
repeatedly performed in the same manner until the de-
termination as to the converters CVn-1 and CVn com-
pletes.
[0096] While the CPU 11 repeats the determination of
an abnormality in the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn,
if the difference between the output current and the cur-
rent It is greater than the predetermined threshold value
(e.g., 0.2 A) even though the CPU 11 continuously sup-
plies the PWM control signal Se to the converter CVe for
a time period of T1 from a point in time te (see FIG. 5),
the converter CVe is determined as being abnormal. The
first conceivable reason for the abnormality in the con-
verter CVe is an open fault of the switch Sea. For exam-
ple, there can be cases where the detected output current
is higher than the current It (not shown in the drawings),
depending on the nature of the failure that has occurred
in the driving circuit DCe.
[0097] The following describes the operations of the
control unit 10 above, using a flowchart showing the op-
erations.
[0098] FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing processing pro-
cedures carried out by the CPU 11 to determine whether
or not the converters CV1, CV2, ..., and CVn in the power
supply device 1a according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention are abnormal.
[0099] The processing shown in FIG. 6 is started up
at, for example, the point in time t1, which is when an
appropriate time period has elapsed since the ignition
was changed from the ON state to the OFF state at the
point in time t0 (see FIG. 2). Steps S32 to S35, S37, and
S39 to S45 in the processing shown in FIG. 6 are the
same as steps S12 to S15, S17, and S19 to S25 shown
in FIG. 3 according to Embodiment 1, and therefore a
large part of the description thereof is omitted.
[0100] Upon the processing shown in FIG. 6 being
started up, the CPU 11 detects the output current (Io)
using the current detection circuit 17 and the A/D con-
verter 16 (S31), and sets the target current (It), which is
greater than the detected output current Io by 0.4 A for
example, as the predetermined current for a test (S32).
Subsequently, the CPU 11 starts measuring time using
two timers A and B included in the timer 15 (S33), and
then starts generating a PWM control signal Sj (S34).
From this point in time, the duty ratio of the PWM control
signal Sj is controlled such that the output current of a
converter CVj equals the target current (It).
[0101] Then, upon the time period measured by the

timer A reaching the time period of T1 in step S35 (S35:
YES), the CPU 11 detects the output current (Io) (S36),
and then stops generating the PWM control signal Sj
(S37). Steps S33, S34, S35, and S37 correspond to the
driving means.
[0102] Subsequently, the CPU 11 determines whether
or not the difference (|Io-It|) between the detected output
current (Io) and the target current (It) is greater than a
predetermined threshold value Ith (e.g., 0.2 A) (S38: cor-
responding to the determination means), and if the dif-
ference is not greater than the predetermined threshold
value Ith (S38: NO), i.e., if the converter CVj is determined
as being not abnormal, the CPU 11 proceeds to step S41
described below.
[0103] If the difference between the output current (Io)
and the target current (It) is greater than the predeter-
mined threshold value Ith (S38: YES), i.e., if the converter
CVj is determined as being abnormal, the CPU 11 incre-
ments m by 1 (S39: corresponding to the counting
means) and stores the value of j in the specific area of
the RAM 13 (S40: corresponding to the storage means).
Consequently, information j that specifies the converter
CVj that has been determined as being abnormal is
stored in the RAM 13.
[0104] As mentioned above, the processing performed
in step S41 and the subsequent steps is the same as the
processing performed in step S21 and the subsequent
steps shown in FIG. 3, and therefore the description of
the processing performed in these steps is omitted.
[0105] As described above, according to Embodiment
3, in the case where the CPU 11 turns ON/OFF the switch
Sja for a time period of T1 such that the output current
(Io) supplied to the battery 4 and the load 5 by a single
converter CVj (j denotes a natural number that is smaller
than or equal to n) out of n converters CV1, CV2, ..., and
CVn connected in parallel equals the target current (It),
the CPU 11 determines whether or not the difference
between the output current (Io) and the target current (It)
is greater than the predetermined threshold value (Vth).
[0106] Based on the result of this determination,
whether or not an abnormality is present in the converter
CVj that has performed the control for turning ON/OFF
the switch Sja is determined.
[0107] Therefore, it is possible to discern the presence
or absence of an abnormality in a specific converter out
of multiphase converters.
[0108] The embodiments disclosed here are to be con-
sidered in all respects as illustrative and not limiting. The
scope of the present invention is indicated by the claims
rather than by the foregoing description, and all changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency
of the claims are intended to be embraced therein. Also,
the technical features described in the embodiments can
be combined with each other.

Reference Signs List
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1a, 1b Power supply device
10 Control unit
11 CPU
17 Current detection circuit
18 Voltage-dividing circuit
CV1, CV2, ..., CVn Converter
DC1, DC2, ..., DCn Driving circuit
S1a, S2a, ..., Sna Switch
S1b, S2b, ..., Snb Switch
L1, L2, ..., Ln Inductor
2 Alternator
3 Power storage element
4 Battery
5 Load

Claims

1. A power supply device in which a plurality of con-
verters, each converting a DC voltage by performing
switching using a switching element, are connected
in parallel, and that supplies, to a load, a sum of
output power from the converters, obtained by turn-
ing ON respective switching elements of the convert-
ers in phases that are different from one another, the
power supply device comprising:

a driving means for turning ON/OFF the switch-
ing element of only a given converter out of the
converters, for a predetermined period of time,
so as to change a voltage that is to be supplied
to the load to a predetermined voltage; and
a determination means for determining, upon
the driving means turning ON/OFF the switching
element, whether or not a difference between
the voltage to be supplied to the load and the
predetermined voltage is greater than a prede-
termined threshold value.

2. A power supply device in which a plurality of con-
verters, each converting a DC voltage by performing
switching using a switching element, are connected
in parallel, and that supplies, to a load, a sum of
output power from the converters, obtained by turn-
ing ON respective switching elements of the convert-
ers in phases that are different from one another, the
power supply device comprising:

a driving means for turning ON/OFF the switch-
ing element of only a given converter out of the
converters, for a predetermined period of time,
so as to change a current that is to be supplied
to the load to a predetermined current; and
a determination means for determining, upon
the driving means turning ON/OFF the switching
element, whether or not a difference between
the current to be supplied to the load and the
predetermined current is greater than a prede-

termined threshold value.

3. The power supply device according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the driving means is configured to sequen-
tially turn ON/OFF the respective switching elements
of all of the converters such that each switching el-
ement is turned ON/OFF for a predetermined period
of time, and
the power supply device further comprises a count-
ing means for counting the number of converters for
which the determination means has determined that
the difference is greater than the predetermined
threshold value.

4. The power supply device according to claim 3, fur-
ther comprising:

a storage means for storing therein information
that specifies the converters for which the de-
termination means has determined that the dif-
ference is greater than the predetermined
threshold value; and
a first calculation means for calculating a phase
difference with which the switching elements are
turned ON, by formula (1) below: 

where

ϕ denotes the phase difference with which
the switching elements are turned ON,
n denotes the total number of the convert-
ers, and
m denotes the number counted by the
counting means,

wherein the driving means is configured to turn
ON, with the phase difference calculated by the
first calculation means, the respective switching
elements of converters other than the convert-
ers specified by the information stored in the
storage means.

5. The power supply device according to claim 3 or 4,
further comprising:

a second calculation means for calculating a cur-
rent that can be supplied to the load, by formula
(2) below: 

where
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Ia denotes the current that can be supplied
to the load,
I1 denotes a current that can be supplied to
the load by a single converter out of the con-
verters,
n denotes the total number of the convert-
ers, and
m denotes the number counted by the
counting means,

wherein a current to be supplied to the load is
controlled to be smaller than the current calcu-
lated by the second calculation means.

6. The power supply device according to any one of
claims 1 to 5,
wherein each converter:

has an inductor to which the DC voltage is ap-
plied via the switching element; and
is configured to step down or step up the DC
voltage by performing switching of a current that
flows through the inductor, using the switching
element.

7. The power supply device according to any one of
claim 6,
wherein each converter has a second switching el-
ement for circulating the current that flows through
the corresponding inductor during an OFF period of
the corresponding switching element.

8. An abnormality determination method for a power
supply device in which a plurality of converters, each
converting a DC voltage by performing switching us-
ing a switching element, are connected in parallel,
and that supplies, to a load, a sum of output power
from the converters, obtained by turning ON respec-
tive switching elements of the converters in phases
that are different from one another, the abnormality
determination method being for determining whether
or not the converters are abnormal, the abnormality
determination method comprising:

turning ON/OFF the switching element of only a
given converter out of the converters, for a pre-
determined period of time, so as to change a
voltage (or a current) that is to be supplied to
the load to a predetermined voltage (or a pre-
determined current);
determining whether or not a difference between
the voltage (or the current) to be supplied to the
load and the predetermined voltage (or the pre-
determined current) is greater than a predeter-
mined threshold value; and
determining that the given converter is abnormal
upon determining that the difference is greater
than the predetermined threshold value.
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