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(54) Fastening device, in particular for lighting devices

(57) A fastening device includes a clip 14 with a first
clip member 22 and a second clip member 24. The sec-
ond clip member 24 is resiliently pivotable relative to the
first clip member 24, such that a flat object may be resil-
iently clamped between the first and second clip mem-
bers 22, 24. The clip 14 comprises a strap holding portion
30, where a first end of a flexible strap 16 is held within
the strap holding portion 30. The clip 14 further comprises

a strap receiving portion 32 arranged at a distance from
the strap holding portion 30. The strap receiving portion
is shaped to receive a portion of the strap.

By use of the fastening device, an element, and in
particular a lighting device 12, may be alternatively fixed
to another element by the strap 16 or may engage a flat
object within the clip 14.
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a fastening de-
vice, and in particular to a fastening device for a lighting
device.

Background of the invention

[0002] Numerous types of fastening devices are
known, usable to fasten one object to another.
[0003] US 8,360,597 discloses a light mounting appa-
ratus including suitable connection structures to a light
source in order to allow multiple degrees of freedom to
allow for versatile usage. A light source may be attached
via a bracket assembly.
[0004] EP 1010 380 B1 describes a multi-attachment
device for use on backpacks, including a base which may
be attached to a strap and a releasable catch mechanism.
A variety of implement holders can be attached to the
base.
[0005] It may be considered an object of the invention
to provide a fastening device and lighting arrangement
allowing flexible fastening.

Summary of the invention

[0006] The object is solved by a fastening device ac-
cording to claim 1 and by a lighting assembly according
to claim 12. Dependent claims refer to preferred embod-
iments.
[0007] According to an aspect of the invention, the fas-
tening device includes a clip with a first and second clip
member. The clip may serve to clamp an object resiliently
between the clip members. To allow this, the clip mem-
bers may be resiliently separable, e. g. at least the second
clip member may be resiliently pivotable relative to the
first clip member. This may be achieved e.g. by a joint
provided between the clip members with a spring element
biasing the second clip member towards the first clip
member. Preferably the resilient clamping is achieved by
providing at least a portion of the first or second clip mem-
ber, or a connection portion between the first and second
clip member, to be flexible.
[0008] According to one aspect, the fastening device
further comprises a flexible strap. The clip may comprise
a strap holding portion, where a first portion of the flexible
strap is held within the strap holding portion. The holding
portion may advantageously be shaped to at least par-
tially surround the first portion of the strap. In particular,
it is preferred to provide the strap holding portion to sur-
round the strap for more than 180 degrees around a cir-
cumference thereof, so that the first portion of the strap
is held in the strap holding portion in form-fitting manner.
[0009] According to a further aspect, the clip further
comprises a strap receiving portion. The strap receiving
portion may be arranged at distance from the strap hold-

ing portion. The strap receiving portion may be shaped
to receive a second portion of the strap, which is distant
from the first portion.
[0010] In a preferred example, the strap receiving por-
tion may be provided hook-shaped to engage the second
portion of the strap.
[0011] By providing a strap holding portion and a strap
receiving portion at a distance, it is possible to fasten the
device to another object such as a tube, bar etc. by bend-
ing the flexible strap around the object and then engaging
the second strap portion with the strap receiving portion.
Due to the flexible properties of the strap, it may be bent
around the object under tension force and can thus be
received e.g. in a hook-shaped receiving portion.
[0012] Alternatively, the fastening device may be fixed
to another object by clamping within the clip.
[0013] The fastening device according to the invention
is thus very flexible and may be fastened to different ob-
jects.
[0014] The fastening device may advantageously be
used for a plurality of items, and in particular for bicycle
accessories. An example of an item which may be fas-
tened by the fastening device is a reflector which reflects
light and allows better visibility at night time, and which
may be fastened e. g. to a bicycle by the strap or to a
backpack by the clip. As will become apparent in con-
nection with preferred embodiments, it is particularly pre-
ferred to use the fastening device for a lighting device,
which may alternatively be fastened to a part of a vehicle,
such as e.g. a bar or tube of a bicycle by using the strap,
or to a flat object, such as a textile article, an article of
clothing, a belt, bag etc. by using the clip.
[0015] According to a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the first and second clip members may be formed
integrally in one piece. In particular, the clip including the
first and second clip members may be made in one piece
out of plastic material, but other materials are possible
that provide a sufficient degree of elasticity. The shape
and material will thus be chosen to allow the required
flexibility for resilient clamping.
[0016] According to one embodiment, the strap holding
portion is provided between the first and second clip
members. In particular, it is preferred to provide the strap
holding portion at a connecting portion which connects
the first and second clip member, in particular arranged
opposite to the opening between the first and second clip
members. In this connecting portion, the strap may be
securely held, while the length of the clip members may
serve to provide a distance between the strap holding
portion and strap receiving portion.
[0017] According to a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the second clip member may comprise a portion
of concave shape. The receiving portion is preferably ar-
ranged on the back surface of the second clip member
i.e. opposite to the surface of the second clip member
facing the first clip member. The receiving portion allows
to accommodate a tube, bar or other object to which the
fastening device may be fastened with the strap. The
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concave shape is preferably rounded so that the fasten-
ing device may be attached to an object of round, e.g.
circular shape by the strap, in particular to a tube or bar
of a bicycle.
[0018] According to a preferred aspect, the strap may
be of elongate shape and may comprise at least two lon-
gitudinal bars arranged at a distance from each other.
The longitudinal bars of the strap may be arranged at
least substantially in parallel. Further, at least a first and
a second traverse bar may be provided connecting the
longitudinal bars of the strap. The traverse bars may ex-
tend straight, e.g. at right angles to the longitudinal bars.
Alternatively, the traverse bars may have bent shape.
[0019] A first traverse bar may be used to fix the strap
to the clip by providing the first traverse bar to be received
within the strap holding portion. Further, the strap receiv-
ing portion maybe shaped to receive a second traverse
bar.
[0020] The strap may comprise further traverse bars,
e.g. to have at least three or more traverse bars, so that
different traverse bars may be used to engage the strap
receiving portion, and the fastening device may thus be
fastened to objects such as tubes and bars of different
diameter.
[0021] The strap may be made out of suitable flexible
materials, e.g. rubber, silicone etc. It is preferred to pro-
vide the strap including the above described longitudinal
and traverse bars in one piece.
[0022] According to an aspect, a lighting assembly is
provided including a lighting device and a fastening de-
vice as describe above. The lighting device may e.g. com-
prise a battery, which may be rechargeable, and an elec-
tric light source, such as one or more light emitting diodes
(LED).
[0023] In one embodiment, it is preferred to provide
the clip integrally formed with a housing of the lighting
device.
[0024] These and other aspects of the invention will
become apparent from and elucidated with reference to
the embodiments describe herein after.

Brief description of the drawings

[0025]

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a lighting as-
sembly including a lighting device and a fas-
tening device according to a first embodi-
ment;

Figure 2 shows a side-view of the assembly of figure
1;

Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the assembly of
figure 1, figure 2 mounted on a tube;

Figure 4 shows a perspective view of a lighting as-
sembly according to a second embodiment;

Figure 5 shows a side-view of the assembly according
to figure 4.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments

[0026] Figure 1 shows in a perspective view an em-
bodiment of a lighting assembly 10 including a lighting
device 12, a clip 14 and a flexible strap 16.
[0027] As will be explained, the lighting assembly 10
may be used as a bicycle light, where the lighting device
12 may be fixed to a tube, bar or other part of a bicycle
by means of the flexible strap 16, e. g. as shown in figure
3. Alternatively, the lighting assembly 10 may also be
attached to an article of clothing, belt, a bag etc. by using
the clip 14.
[0028] In the first embodiment of a lighting assembly
10 as shown in figure 1-3, the actual lighting device 12
comprises a housing 18, in this example of circular cy-
lindrical shape and made out of aluminium. Arranged at
the front side of the housing is a reflector 20 with an LED-
element (not shown) behind a transparent cover. Within
the housing 18, a battery is arranged. The transparent
cover of the reflector 20 is axially movable against a
spring (not shown) to serve as an on/off push button to
activate or deactivate the LED-element.
[0029] The clip 14 is made of a single piece of plastic
and comprises two clip members 22, 24 oriented roughly
in parallel, of which a first clip member 22 has an integrally
formed fixing portion of cylindrical shape partially project-
ing into the housing 18. In this way, the lighting device
12 is fixed to the first clip member. The clip 14 further
comprises a second clip member 24 connected to the
first clip member by a connecting portion 26.
[0030] As explained, the entire clip 14 is made out of
a plastic material in one piece. Due to the elastic prop-
erties of the material, the second clip member 24 is re-
siliently pivotable with respect to the first clip member 22.
Thus, with the application of an opening force, the clip
14 may be opened at an opening 28 such that the ends
of the first and second clip members 22, 24 are forced
apart. A flat object, e. g. a belt, textile article etc. may be
inserted in the opening 28 of the clip and be clamped
between the first and second clip members 22, 24.
[0031] Further, the strap 16 is attached to the clip 14.
The connecting portion 26 between the first and second
clip members 22, 24 forms an inner cavity acting as a
strap holding portion 30. The strap holding portion 30
surrounds the strap 16 around more than 180°, and close
to 240° around its circumference, and therefore grips the
strap 16 in form-fitting manner. The strap 16 may only
be removed from the strap holding portion 30 by com-
pressing the flexible material thereof. Thus, the strap 16
will not be accidentally detached from the clip 14.
[0032] At the opposite end of the clip 14, a hook-
shaped end of the first clip member 22 forms a strap
receiving portion 32. As shown, the strap receiving por-
tion 32 forms a partially enclosed cavity 34 which may
receive a portion of the strap 16.
[0033] The second clip member 24 comprises on its
back surface, i. e. facing away from the first clip member
22, a concave bent receiving portion. Thus, if the lighting
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assembly 10 is attached to a tube 38 (figure 3), the tube
will contact the receiving portion 36, and the bent rounded
shape will provide a firm contact.
[0034] The strap 16, as shown in figure 1, is formed
out of one piece of a flexible material, such as rubber,
silicone, etc. It comprises two longitudinal bars 40a, 40b
arranged in parallel and connected by five traverse bars
42a, 42b, 42c, 42d, 42e connecting the longitudinal bars
40a, 40b. A first traverse bar 40a is received in the strap
holding portion 30.
[0035] As the lighting assembly 10 is attached to a tube
38 as shown in figure 3, the strap 16 is bent around the
tube 38. The strap fixed to the clip 14 by the first traverse
bar 42a received within the strap holding portion 30 is
engaged at its opposite end with a fifth traverse bar 42e
received within the cavity 34 of the strap receiving portion
32. Thus, the strap 16 is bent around the bar 38 under
tension, and thus attaches the clip 14 to the tube 38.
[0036] The lighting assembly 10 may be fixed to tubes
of different diameter by engaging other traverse bars 42c,
42d with the strap receiving portion 32.
[0037] Figure 4 shows a second embodiment of a light-
ing assembly. The second embodiment resembles in
many details the first embodiment, so that in the following
only significant differences will be explained, and like
parts will be designated by like reference numerals.
[0038] The lighting assembly 50 as shown in figure 4,
figure 5 comprises a clip 14, where the second clip mem-
ber 24, the receiving portion 26 and the strap holding
cavity 30 have a similar shape as in the first embodiment.
However, the clip 14 comprises a first clip member 52
integrally formed with a back portion of a housing 54 of
the lighting device 20. Thus, the partial housing 54 is
integrally formed as one piece of plastic material with the
second clip member 24 and connecting portion 26 as
well as with the strap engaging portion 32, which is again
provided in a hook-shape, with the hook element facing
away from the end of the second clip member 24.
[0039] In the second embodiment, the lighting element
12 comprises a rechargeable battery. The housing 54
comprises a charging connector to charge the battery
(not shown).
[0040] While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail in the drawings and foregoing descrip-
tion, such illustration and description are to be considered
illustrative or exemplary and not restrictive; the invention
is not limited to the disclosed embodiments.
[0041] Variations from the disclosed embodiments can
be understood and effected by those skilled in the art in
practicing the claimed invention, from a study of the draw-
ings, the disclosure and the appended claims. In the
claims, the word "comprising" does not exclude other el-
ements, and the indefinite articles "a" and/or "an" do not
exclude a plurality.
[0042] The mere fact that certain measures are recited
in mutually different dependent claims does not indicate
that a combination of these measures cannot be used to
advantage. Any reference signs in the claims should not

be construed as limiting the scope.

Claims

1. Fastening device including

- a clip (14) with a first clip member (22, 52) and
a second clip member (24), where at least said
second clip member (24) is resiliently pivotable
relative to said first clip member (22, 52) such
that a flat object maybe resiliently clamped be-
tween the first and second clip members (22,
52, 24),
- where said clip (14) comprises a strap holding
portion (30), where a first portion (42a) of a flex-
ible strap (16) is held within said strap holding
portion (30),
- and where said clip (14) further comprises a
strap receiving portion (32) arranged at a dis-
tance from said strap holding portion (30), said
strap receiving portion (32) being shaped to re-
ceive a second portion (42e) of said strap (16)
distant from said first portion (42a) thereof.

2. Fastening device according to claim 1, wherein

- said first and second clip members (22, 52, 24)
are formed integrally in one piece.

3. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, wherein

- said strap holding portion (30) is shaped to at
least partially surround said first portion (42a) of
said strap (16).

4. Fastening device according to claim 3, wherein

- said strap holding portion (30) is shaped to ac-
commodate said first portion (42a) of said strap
(16) in form-fitting manner.

5. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, further comprising

- a fixing portion to mount a lighting device (12),
wherein an inner surface of said first clip mem-
ber (22, 52) is arranged between said fixing por-
tion and said second clip member (24).

6. Fastening device according to claim 5, wherein

- said fixing portion is a part of a housing (54) of
said lighting device (12).

7. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, wherein
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- said second clip member (24) comprises a re-
ceiving portion (36),
- where said receiving portion (36) has concave
shape.

8. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, wherein

- said strap (16) is of elongate shape comprising
at least two longitudinal bars (40), said longitu-
dinal bar (40) being arranged at a distance from
each other,
- and at least a first and second traverse bar
(42a, 42b, 42c, 42d, 42e) connecting said lon-
gitudinal bars (40a, 40b),
- where said first traverse bar (42a) is received
within said strap holding portion (30) and where
said strap receiving portion (32) is shaped to re-
ceive said second traverse bar (42e).

9. Fastening device according to claim 8, wherein

- at least three traverse bars are provided con-
necting said longitudinal bars (40a, 40b).

10. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, wherein

- said strap receiving portion (32) is arranged on
said first clip member (24,54).

11. Fastening device according to one of the above
claims, wherein

- said strap receiving portion (32) is provided
hook-shaped, the open side of the hook facing
away from said second clip member (24).

12. Lighting assembly, including

- a lighting device (12),
- and a fastening device (14, 16) according to
one of the above claims.

13. Lighting assembly according to claim 12, wherein

- said clip (14) is integrally formed with a housing
(54) at least partially surrounding said lighting
device (12).

14. Lighting assembly according to claim 12 or 13,
wherein

- said lighting device (12) comprises at least a
battery and an electric light source.
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