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(54) System and method for text editor text alignment control

(57) A method for an electronic device having an in-
put device and a display, including, displaying a block of
text within a text editing application, displaying, in prox-
imity of the block of text, an alignment control interface
after a precondition is met, detecting a dragging motion
associated with the alignment control interface, modify-
ing an alignment of the block of text based, at least in
part, on the detected dragging motion, detecting an end
of the dragging motion, and, displaying, in a predeter-
mined position associated with the alignment of the block
of text, the alignment control interface. An electronic de-
vice including a display, an input device, a memory, and
a processor, the processor being configured to execute
the method.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] Example embodiments disclosed herein relate
generally to text alignment methodologies for electronic
devices, such as handheld electronic devices, and more
particularly, to systems and methods for modifying the
alignment of a block of text based on an alignment control
interface.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Electronic devices, such as computers, laptops,
ultrabooks, netbooks, tablets, cellular phones, smart
phones, personal digital assistants, etc., typically allow
a user to input characters into a text editing application,
such as a word processor, e-mail application, or HTML
editor. A text editing application can allow a user to modify
the alignment and position of a block of text, such as a
sentence, heading, or paragraph. Modifying the align-
ment or position of text blocks can be a cumbersome
task, due to, for example, the position or layout of controls
in a text editing application, particularly where a user
needs to quickly and efficiently modify the alignment or
position of text blocks.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] Fig. 1 is an example block diagram illustrating
an electronic device, consistent with embodiments dis-
closed herein.
[0004] Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an example
method for modifying the alignment of a block of text
based on an alignment control interface, consistent with
embodiments disclosed herein.
[0005] Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an example
method for modifying the position of a block of text based
on a float control interface, consistent with embodiments
disclosed herein.
[0006] Fig. 4 illustrates example alignments of a block
of text and example positions of an alignment control
interface, consistent with embodiments disclosed herein.
[0007] Figs. 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, and 5E illustrate example
positions of a block of text, consistent with embodiments
disclosed herein.
[0008] Figs. 6A, 6B, and 6C illustrate example align-
ments and positions of a block of text, consistent with
embodiments disclosed herein.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

[0009] Reference will now be made in detail to various
embodiments, examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the same
reference numbers will be used throughout the drawings
to refer to the same or like parts.
[0010] The present disclosure relates to an electronic

device. The electronic device can be a mobile or hand-
held wireless communication device such as a cellular
phone, smart phone, wireless organizer, personal digital
assistant, wirelessly enabled notebook computer, tablet,
or similar device. The electronic device can also be an
electronic device without wireless communication capa-
bilities, such as a desktop computer, handheld electronic
game device, digital photograph album, digital camera,
or other device.
[0011] Conventional text editing applications often pro-
vide a fixed toolbar in one region of the display that in-
cludes an arrangement of several buttons related to text
alignment, such as "left alignment," "center alignment,"
"right alignment," and "justified." In a text editing appli-
cation, however, it is often preferable to preserve space
for writing and avoid using space for objects such as fixed
toolbars and buttons. Additionally, it is often desirable to
place editing controls in close proximity to the element
that they act upon. This may result in less movement and
a higher degree of association between action (e.g., se-
lecting an alignment option) and result (e.g., seeing the
result of the selection), while permitting the user to modify
the alignment or position of text blocks without diverting
attention and visual focus from regions of the display in
which the text blocks are displayed.
[0012] Accordingly, example embodiments described
herein permit the user of an electronic device to modify
the alignment and position of text blocks through user-
selectable control interfaces placed in proximity to the
text blocks.
[0013] Use of the indefinite article "a" or "an" in the
specification and the claims is meant to include one or
more than one of the feature that it introduces, unless
otherwise indicated. Similarly, use of the definite article
"the," particularly after a feature has been introduced with
the indefinite article, is meant to include one or more than
one of the feature to which it refers (unless otherwise
indicated).
[0014] In one example embodiment, a method for an
electronic device having an input device and a display is
provided. The method comprises displaying, in proximity
of the block of text, an alignment control interface after
a precondition is met, detecting a dragging motion asso-
ciated with the alignment control interface, modifying an
alignment of the block of text based, at least in part, on
the detected dragging motion, detecting an end of the
dragging motion, and, displaying, in a predetermined po-
sition associated with the alignment of the block of text,
the alignment control interface.
[0015] In another example embodiment, a method for
an electronic device having an input device and a display
is provided. The method comprises displaying a block of
text within a text editing application, displaying, in prox-
imity of the block of text, a float control interface after a
precondition is met, detecting a dragging motion associ-
ated with the float control interface, modifying a position
of the block of text based, at least in part, on the detected
dragging motion, detecting an end of the dragging mo-
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tion, and, displaying, in a predetermined position asso-
ciated with the position of the block of text, the float control
interface.
[0016] In another example embodiment, an electronic
device is provided. The electronic device comprises a
display configured to display characters, an input device,
a memory storing one or more instructions, and a proc-
essor. The processor is configured to execute the one or
more instructions to perform: displaying, in proximity of
the block of text, an alignment control interface after a
precondition is met, detecting a dragging motion associ-
ated with the alignment control interface, modifying an
alignment of the block of text based, at least in part, on
the detected dragging motion, detecting an end of the
dragging motion, and, displaying, in a predetermined po-
sition associated with the alignment of the block of text,
the alignment control interface.
[0017] In another example embodiment, an electronic
device is provided. The electronic device comprises a
display configured to display characters, an input device,
a memory storing one or more instructions, and a proc-
essor. The processor is configured to execute the one or
more instructions to perform: displaying a block of text
within a text editing application, displaying, in proximity
of the block of text, a float control interface after a pre-
condition is met, detecting a dragging motion associated
with the float control interface, modifying a position of the
block of text based, at least in part, on the detected drag-
ging motion, detecting an end of the dragging motion,
and, displaying, in a predetermined position associated
with the position of the block of text, the float control in-
terface.
[0018] These example embodiments, in addition to
those described below, permit, for example, the user of
an electronic device to modify the alignment and position
of text blocks through the use of control interfaces placed
in proximity to the text blocks, without diverting attention
and visual focus from the regions of the display in which
the text blocks are positioned. This may result in less
movement and a higher degree of association between
the user’s action and the result, while allowing the user’s
focus to remain on the regions of the display in which the
text blocks are positioned, enhancing efficiency, accura-
cy, and speed of character input and text block modifi-
cation.
[0019] Figure 1 is an example block diagram of an
electronic device 100, consistent with example embodi-
ments disclosed herein. Electronic device 100 includes
multiple components, such as a processor 102 that con-
trols the overall operation of electronic device 100. Com-
munication functions, including data and voice commu-
nications, are performed through a communication sub-
system 104. Data received by electronic device 100 is
decompressed and decrypted by a decoder 106. The
communication subsystem 104 receives messages from
and sends messages to a network 150. Network 150 can
be any type of network, including, but not limited to, a
wired network, a data wireless network, voice wireless

network, and dual-mode wireless networks that support
both voice and data communications over the same
physical base stations. Electronic device 100 can be a
battery-powered device and include a battery interface
142 for receiving one or more batteries 144. In some
embodiments, electronic device 100 can be a computer,
laptop, ultrabook, netbook, or table device, or another
device, and such an electronic device can include all or
a subset of the components illustrated in Figure 1. The
choice of components included in electronic device 100
is not critical to any embodiment.
[0020] Processor 102 is coupled to and can interact
with additional subsystems such as a Random Access
Memory (RAM) 108; a memory 110, such as a hard drive,
CD, DVD, flash memory, or a similar storage device; one
or more displays 112; one or more actuators 120; one or
more force sensors 122; an auxiliary input/output (I/O)
subsystem 124; a data port 126; one or more speakers
128; one or more microphones 130; short-range commu-
nications 132; and other device subsystems 134.
[0021] Display 112 is coupled to and controlled by
processor 102. Characters, such as text, symbols, imag-
es, and other items are displayed on display 112 via proc-
essor 102. Characters can be input into the electronic
device 100 using a keyboard (not pictured in Figure 1),
such as a physical keyboard having keys that are me-
chanically actuated, or a virtual keyboard having keys
rendered on display 112.
[0022] Processor 102 can also interact with a position-
ing system 136 for determining the location of electronic
device 100. The location can be determined in any
number of ways, such as by a computer, by a Global
Positioning System (GPS) (which can be included in elec-
tronic device 100), through a Wi-Fi network, or by having
a location entered manually. The location can also be
determined based on calendar entries.
[0023] In some embodiments, to identify a subscriber
for network access, electronic device 100 uses a Sub-
scriber Identity Module or a Removable User Identity
Module (SIM/RUIM) card 138 inserted into a SIM/RUIM
interface 140 for communication with a network, such as
network 150. Alternatively, user identification information
can be programmed into memory 110.
[0024] Electronic device 100 also includes an operat-
ing system 146 and programs 148 that are executed by
processor 102 and are typically stored in memory 110 or
RAM 108. Additional applications can be loaded onto
electronic device 100 through network 150, auxiliary I/O
subsystem 124, data port 126, short-range communica-
tions subsystem 132, or any other suitable subsystem.
[0025] A received signal such as a text message, an
e-mail message, or a web page download is processed
by communication subsystem 104. This processed infor-
mation is then provided to processor 102. Processor 102
processes the received signal for output to display 112,
to auxiliary I/O subsystem 124, or a combination of both.
A user can compose data items, for example e-mail mes-
sages, which can be transmitted over network 150
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through communication subsystem 104. For voice com-
munications, the overall operation of electronic device
100 is similar. Speaker 128 outputs audible information
converted from electrical signals, and microphone 130
converts audible information into electrical signals for
processing.
[0026] Figure 2 is an example flowchart illustrating an
example method 200 for modifying the alignment of a
block of text based on an alignment control interface,
consistent with example embodiments disclosed herein.
Memory (such as memory 108 or RAM 110) can include
a set of instructions that, when executed by a processor
(such as processor 102), can be used to modify the align-
ment of a block of text based on an alignment control
interface.
[0027] Referring back to Figure 2, method 200 begins
at step 210, where the processor 102 displays a block of
text within a text editing application. In some embodi-
ments, the processor 102 receives an input reflecting
placement of a caret in, or near, a block of text within a
text editing application. A caret refers to a cursor (e.g., a
blinking cursor) or other symbol indicating a position for
inserting or removing text. A block of text refers to a char-
acter, word, sentence, heading, paragraph, or other unit
or units of text. At step 215, the processor 102 checks
whether a precondition is met. For example, the proces-
sor 102 may check whether, during a specified time pe-
riod, an input is received reflecting placement of a caret
in, or near, a block of text, an input is received changing
placement of the caret, a character input is received,
and/or an input is detected reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application. A text ed-
iting application can include, for example, a word proc-
essor, an e-mail application, or a HTML editor. In some
embodiments, the processor 102 determines that the
precondition is met unless any of the above-described
instances occur. The specified time period can vary in
duration; exemplary durations include 300 milliseconds
and 500 milliseconds. One advantage of implementing
such a precondition includes avoidance of a "flicker" ef-
fect, in which a component of a user interface is shown
and hidden repeatedly, which can have the effect of clut-
tering the display and/or distracting a user. Returning
back to Figure 2, if at step 215 the processor 102 deter-
mines that the precondition is not met, the method returns
to step 210. Otherwise, the processor 102 continues on
to step 220.
[0028] At step 220, the processor 102 displays an
alignment control interface in proximity to the block of
text. The alignment control interface can be a user-se-
lectable visual element. In some embodiments, the align-
ment control interface visually indicates the present align-
ment of the block of text by, for instance, displaying hor-
izontal lines corresponding to the different alignment op-
tions. The alignment control interface can be referred to
as a "grip" or simply as a "control interface." As an ex-
ample, the alignment control interface can be displayed
adjacent to, above, below, or within (e.g., layered in) a

block of text. In some embodiments, the alignment con-
trol interface can be positioned horizontally based on the
present alignment of the block of text. For example, if the
present alignment of the block of text is "left aligned," the
horizontal position of the alignment control interface can
correspond to the left region of the block of text. Con-
versely, if the present alignment of the block of text is
"centered" or "right aligned," the alignment interface con-
trol can be horizontally positioned within the middle and
right regions of the block of text, respectively. In some
embodiments, the alignment control interface can be po-
sitioned vertically according to the top of the block of text.
The alignment control interface can appear as shown in
the exemplary interfaces 410, 420, and 430, of Figure 4.
[0029] The processor 102 detects a dragging motion
associated with the alignment control interface at step
230. A dragging motion can include, for example, a click
of the alignment control interface followed by a drag mo-
tion, or another action, in which the position of the align-
ment control interface is incrementally repositioned on
the display. In some embodiments, the alignment control
interface is not repositioned on the display until the user
completes the click and drag motion described above, or
otherwise releases control over the alignment control in-
terface. The dragging motion can be executed, for ex-
ample, through use of a mouse or other mechanical input
device, as well as through touch motions (e.g., a swiping
motion) on a touch-sensitive display. After detecting the
dragging motion at step 230, the processor 102 at step
240 modifies the alignment of the block of text based, at
least in part, on the dragging motion. In some embodi-
ments, the processor modifies the alignment of the block
of text, in real time, based on the position of the alignment
control interface. For example, the alignment of the block
of text can be based on the position of the alignment
control interface relative to the block of text. In some em-
bodiments, the alignment control interface is dragged
horizontally across the display. As the alignment control
interface is dragged from left to right or from right to left,
the alignment of the block of text is set depending on the
horizontal position of the alignment control interface.
When the horizontal position of the alignment control in-
terface is in the left region of the block of text, for example,
the alignment of the block of text is set to "left aligned."
Conversely, when the horizontal position of the alignment
control interface is in the middle or right regions of the
block of text, the alignment of the block of text is set to
"centered" and "right aligned," respectively. This is fur-
ther demonstrated by the exemplary interfaces 410, 420,
and 430, and exemplary text blocks 415, 425, and 435,
as illustrated in Figure 4. In some embodiments, "lead-
ing" and "trailing" alignments can be triggered by drag-
ging the alignment control interface into either one of the
edges of the display (e.g., into the margins in a text editing
application). Various partitions of the block of text into
left, middle, and right regions are possible; the choice of
a particular partition is not critical to any embodiment.
[0030] At step 250, the processor 102 detects an end
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of the dragging motion. After detecting the end of the
dragging motion, the processor 102 at step 260 displays
the alignment control interface in a predetermined posi-
tion associated with the alignment of the block of text. If
the alignment of the block of text is set to "right aligned,"
for example, the alignment interface control may be dis-
played within the right region of the display. Conversely,
if the alignment of the block of text is set to "centered" or
"left aligned," the alignment interface control may be dis-
played within the middle and left regions of the display,
respectively. This is further demonstrated by the exem-
plary interfaces 410, 420, and 430, and exemplary text
blocks 415, 425, and 435, as illustrated in Figure 4. In
some embodiments, the alignment control interface an-
imates or "snaps into place" in the appropriate region of
the display.
[0031] Figure 3 is an example flowchart illustrating an
example method 300 in accordance with some example
embodiments. Memory (such as memory 108 or RAM
110) can include a set of instructions that, when executed
by a processor (such as processor 102), can be used to
implement the steps of method 300. At step 310, the proc-
essor 102 displays a block of text within a text editing
application. In some embodiments, the processor 102
receives an input reflecting placement of a caret in, or
near, a block of text within a text editing application. At
step 315, the processor 102 checks whether a precon-
dition is met. For example, the processor 102 can check
whether, during a specified time period, an input is re-
ceived reflecting placement of a caret in, or near, a block
of text, an input is received changing placement of the
caret, a character input is received, and/or an input is
detected reflecting selection of an application outside of
the text editing application. In some embodiments, the
processor 102 determines that the precondition is met
unless any of the above-described instances occur. The
specified time period can vary in duration; exemplary du-
rations include 300 milliseconds and 500 milliseconds.
Returning back to Figure 3, if at step 315 the processor
102 determines that the precondition is not met, the meth-
od returns to step 310. Otherwise, the processor 102
continues on to step 320.
[0032] At step 320, the processor 102 displays a float
control interface in proximity of the block of text. The
alignment control interface can be a user-selectable vis-
ual element. For example, the float control interface can
be displayed adjacent to, above, below, or within (e.g.,
layered in) a block of text. The processor 102 detects a
dragging motion associated with the float control inter-
face at step 330. A dragging motion can include, for ex-
ample, a click and drag motion, or another action, in which
the position of the float control interface is incrementally
repositioned on the display. In some embodiments, the
float control interface is not repositioned on the display
until the user completes the click and drag motion de-
scribed above, or otherwise releases control over the
float control interface. The dragging motion can be exe-
cuted, for example, through use of a mouse or other me-

chanical input device, as well as through touch motions
(e.g., a swiping motion) on a touch-sensitive display. Af-
ter detecting the dragging motion at step 230, the proc-
essor 102 at step 240 modifies the alignment of the block
of text based, at least in part, on the dragging motion. In
some embodiments, the processor modifies the align-
ment of the block of text, in real time, based on the po-
sition of the alignment control interface. For example, the
block of text can be positioned according to the horizontal
position of the float control interface. In some embodi-
ments, the float control interface is dragged horizontally
across the display. As the float control interface is
dragged from left to right or from right to left, the position
of the block of text is set depending on the horizontal
position of the float control interface. When the horizontal
position of the float control interface is in the left region
of the display, for example, the block of text is also posi-
tioned in the left region of the display. Conversely, when
the horizontal position of the float control interface is in
the middle or right regions of the display, the block of text
is positioned in the middle and right regions of the display,
respectively.
[0033] At step 350, the processor 102 detects an end
of the dragging motion. After detecting the end of the
dragging motion, the processor 102 at step 360 displays
the float control interface in a predetermined position as-
sociated with the position of the block of text. If the block
of text is positioned in the left region of the display, for
example, the float interface control may be displayed
within the left region of the display. Conversely, if the
block of text is positioned in the middle or right regions
of the display, the float interface control may be displayed
within the middle and right regions of the display, respec-
tively. In some embodiments, the float control interface
animates or "snaps into place" in the appropriate region
of the display.
[0034] Figure 4 illustrates example alignments of a
block of text and example positions of an alignment con-
trol interface, consistent with embodiments disclosed
herein. Figure 4 includes alignment control interfaces
410, 420, and 430, and text blocks 415, 425, and 435.
As shown in Figure 4, alignment control interface 410 is
displayed at the top left of text block 415, which corre-
sponds to the left alignment of text block 415. In addition,
the visual appearance of alignment control interface 410
depicts the left alignment of text block 415. As demon-
strated in Figure 4, when alignment control interface 410
is dragged from left to right (or from right to left), the align-
ment of the text block is also modified. Alignment control
interface 420 is displayed in the middle of text block 425,
which corresponds to the center alignment of text block
425 (also visually depicted in alignment control interface
420). And alignment control interface 430 is displayed at
the top right of text block 435, which corresponds to the
right alignment of text block 435 (also visually depicted
in alignment control interface 430).
[0035] Figures 5A, 5B, and 5C illustrate example po-
sitions of a block of text, consistent with embodiments
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disclosed herein. Figures 5A, 5B, and 5C illustrate var-
ious positions of the text block, after the position of the
text block has been modified using the methods de-
scribed in connection with Figure 3, above. As shown in
Figure 5A, for example, text block 510 is positioned as
"float center." In some embodiments, this can also be
referred to as a default position. In contrast, text block
520 of Figure 5B is positioned as "float left," whereas
text block 530 of Figure 5C is positioned as "float right."
As Figures 5B and 5C illustrate, positioning a text block
as "float left" or "float right" can result in neighboring text
blocks being repositioned relative to the original text
block.
[0036] Similarly, Figures 5A, 5D, and 5E illustrate ad-
ditional example positions of a block of text, consistent
with embodiments disclosed herein. More specifically,
Figures 5A, 5D, and 5E illustrate various positions of the
text block, after the position of the text block has been
modified using the methods described in connection with
Figure 2, above. Text blocks 510, 540, and 550 of Fig-
ures 5A, 5D, and 5E are positioned as "float center" or
a default position, as described above. Furthermore, in
these examples, text block 510 has been set to "left
aligned," text block 540 has been set to "center aligned,"
and text block 550 has been set to "right aligned."
[0037] Figures 6A, 6B, and 6C show example align-
ments and positions of a block of text, consistent with
embodiments disclosed herein. Figures 6A, 6B, and 6C
illustrate various alignments of the text block, after the
alignment of the text block has been modified using the
methods described in connection with Figure 2, above.
In addition, text blocks 610, 620, and 630 of Figures 6A,
6B, and 6C are positioned as "float right" which, as de-
scribed above, indicates that the neighboring text blocks
have been repositioned relative to text blocks 610, 620,
and 630. Furthermore, in these examples, text block 610
has been set to "center aligned," text block 620 has been
set to "left aligned," and text block 630 has been set to
"right aligned." Figures 6A, 6B, and 6C demonstrate the
joint use of alignment control and float control on a given
block of text.
[0038] Other embodiments of the invention will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art from consideration of the
specification and practice of the invention disclosed here-
in. It is intended that the specification and examples be
considered as examples only, with a true scope and spirit
of the invention being indicated by the following claims.
[0039] Furthermore, one or more of the following num-
bered clauses may describe and relate to further aspects
or features within the context of the present teaching:

1. A method for an electronic device having an input
device and a display, the method comprising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;

displaying, in proximity of the block of text, an

alignment control interface after a precondition
is met;

detecting a dragging motion associated with the
alignment control interface;

modifying an alignment of the block of text
based, at least in part, on the detected dragging
motion;

detecting an end of the dragging motion; and

displaying, in a predetermined position associ-
ated with the alignment of the block of text, the
alignment control interface.

2. The method of clause 1, wherein the precondition
is met, unless, during a predetermined time period,
one of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;

receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;

receiving a character input; or

detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

3. The method of clause 2, wherein the predeter-
mined time period is 300 milliseconds.

4. The method of clause 1, wherein modifying the
alignment of the block of text is based on the position
of the alignment control interface.

5. The method of clause 1, wherein modifying the
alignment of the block of text comprises setting the
alignment of the block of text to be left aligned, cen-
tered, or right aligned.

6. A method for an electronic device having an input
device and a display, the method comprising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;

displaying, in proximity of the block of text, a float
control interface after a precondition is met;

detecting a dragging motion associated with the
float control interface;

modifying a position of the block of text based,
at least in part, on the detected dragging motion;
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detecting an end of the dragging motion; and

displaying, in a predetermined position associ-
ated with the position of the block of text, the
float control interface.

7. The method of clause 6, wherein the precondition
is met, unless, during a predetermined time period,
one of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;

receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;

receiving a character input; or

detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

8. The method of clause 7, wherein the predeter-
mined time period is 300 milliseconds.

9. The method of clause 6, wherein modifying the
position of the block of text is based on the position
of the float control interface.

10. The method of clause 6, wherein modifying the
position of the block of text comprises setting the
block of text to be float left, float center, or float right.

11. An electronic device comprising:

a display, configured to display characters;

an input device;

a memory storing one or more instructions; and

a processor configured to execute the one or
more instructions to perform operations com-
prising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;

displaying, in proximity of the block of text,
an alignment control interface after a pre-
condition is met;

detecting a dragging motion associated with
the alignment control interface;

modifying an alignment of the block of text
based, at least in part, on the detected drag-
ging motion;

detecting an end of the dragging motion;
and

displaying, in a predetermined position as-
sociated with the alignment of the block of
text, the alignment control interface.

12. The electronic device of clause 11, wherein the
precondition is met, unless, during a predetermined
time period, one of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;

receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;

receiving a character input; or

detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

13. The electronic device of clause 12, wherein the
predetermined time period is 300 milliseconds.

14. The electronic device of clause 11, wherein mod-
ifying the alignment of the block of text is based on
the position of the alignment control interface.

15. The electronic device of clause 11, wherein mod-
ifying the alignment of the block of text comprises
setting the alignment of the block of text to be left
aligned, centered, or right aligned.

16. An electronic device comprising:

a display, configured to display characters;

an input device;

a memory storing one or more instructions; and

a processor configured to execute the one or
more instructions to perform operations com-
prising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;

displaying, in proximity of the block of text,
a float control interface after a precondition
is met;

detecting a dragging motion associated with
the float control interface;

modifying a position of the block of text
based, at least in part, on the detected drag-
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ging motion;

detecting an end of the dragging motion;
and

displaying, in a predetermined position as-
sociated with the position of the block of text,
the float control interface.

17. The electronic device of clause 16, wherein the
precondition is met, unless, during a predetermined
time period, one of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;

receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;

receiving a character input; or

detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

18. The electronic device of clause 17, wherein the
predetermined time period is 300 milliseconds.

19. The electronic device of clause 16, wherein mod-
ifying the position of the block of text is based on the
position of the float control interface.

20. The electronic device of clause 16, wherein mod-
ifying the position of the block of text comprises set-
ting the block of text to be float left, float center, or
float right.

Claims

1. A method for an electronic device (100) having an
input device and a display (112), the method com-
prising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;
displaying, in proximity of the block of text, an
alignment control interface or a float control in-
terface after a precondition is met;
detecting a dragging motion associated with the
alignment control interface or the float control
interface;
modifying an alignment or position of the block
of text based, at least in part, on the detected
dragging motion;
detecting an end of the dragging motion; and
displaying, in a predetermined position associ-
ated with the alignment or position of the block
of text, the alignment control interface or the float

control interface.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the precondition is
met, unless, during a predetermined time period, one
of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;
receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;
receiving a character input; or
detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined
time period is 300 milliseconds.

4. The method of any preceding claim, wherein modi-
fying the alignment of the block of text is based on
the position of the alignment control interface.

5. The method of any preceding claim, wherein modi-
fying the alignment of the block of text comprises
setting the alignment of the block of text to be left
aligned, centered, or right aligned.

6. The method of any preceding claim, wherein modi-
fying the position of the block of text is based on the
position of the float control interface.

7. The method of any preceding claim, wherein modi-
fying the position of the block of text comprises set-
ting the block of text to be float left, float center, or
float right.

8. An electronic device (100) comprising:

a display (112), configured to display charac-
ters;
an input device;
a memory (110) storing one or more instructions;
and
a processor (102) configured to execute the one
or more instructions to perform operations com-
prising:

displaying a block of text within a text editing
application;
displaying, in proximity of the block of text,
an alignment control interface or a float con-
trol interface after a precondition is met;
detecting a dragging motion associated with
the alignment control interface or float con-
trol interface;
modifying an alignment or position of the
block of text based, at least in part, on the
detected dragging motion;
detecting an end of the dragging motion;
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and
displaying, in a predetermined position as-
sociated with the alignment or position of
the block of text, the alignment control in-
terface or float control interface.

9. The electronic device of claim 8, wherein the pre-
condition is met, unless, during a predetermined time
period, one of the following occurs:

receiving an input reflecting placement of a caret
in a block of text;
receiving an input reflecting repositioning of the
caret;
receiving a character input; or
detecting an input reflecting selection of an ap-
plication outside of the text editing application.

10. The electronic device of claim 9, wherein the prede-
termined time period is 300 milliseconds.

11. The electronic device of any of claims 8 to 10, where-
in modifying the alignment of the block of text is
based on the position of the alignment control inter-
face.

12. The electronic device of any of claims 8 to 11, where-
in modifying the alignment of the block of text com-
prises setting the alignment of the block of text to be
left aligned, centered, or right aligned.

13. The electronic device of any of claims 8 to 12, where-
in modifying the position of the block of text is based
on the position of the float control interface.

14. The electronic device of any of claims 8 to 13, where-
in modifying the position of the block of text compris-
es setting the block of text to be float left, float center,
or float right.
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